Worship Resources
25 June 2023
Ordinary Time (Proper 7)
Romans 6:1b-11
Walk in the Newness of Life


Additional Scriptures
Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17; Matthew 10:24-39; Doctrine and Covenants 161:3

Preparation
The service lends itself to baptism as the lectionary scripture speaks to the reality of the newness of being baptized and having new life in Christ. Adjust the service to focus on the sacrament of baptism if this is applicable to your group.

Prepare a worship center with cups of dirt, enough for all participants, displayed as well as some flowering plants. Have flower seeds for everyone prominently displayed. 

The cups of soil and seeds will be used during the Focus Moment. Also provide water.
Consider locating this planting exercise at stations around the room.

Prelude

The Community Welcomes and Shares Joys and Concerns

Call to Worship
Psalm 86:1-3

Hymn of Invitation
“O Holy Dove of God Descending” 						  CCS 44
OR “Teach Me, God, to Wonder” 						CCS 176
OR “Christ Has Called Us to New Visions” 					CCS 566
Invocation
Response
Focus Moment
Provide cups of dirt for all participants. They will be given a seed in a few moments to place in the soil. Also provide a way to water the newly planted seeds. 

Discuss the concepts of baptism and how it is symbolic of new life with Christ and growing into more understanding of Christ.
What do you think  the cups of dirt are for? (seeds in order to grow a flower.)
What else will the seeds need in order to grow? (water, sun)
Provide seeds to be planted in their cup of dirt and water for the new planting. 
Suggest just like a flower needs the sun, we also need the Son (Jesus). 
How many days will it take before we see sprouts?
When we are baptized, it’s like a new planting. You rise from the water ready to walk in the newness of life.
Encourage sharing of people’s baptismal experiences.
Invite them to take their planting home and watch for the newness of life. 

Prayer for Peace
Hymn of Peace
“For Beauty of Meadows” 						CCS 142
OR “Touch the Earth Lightly” 					CCS 137

Light the Peace Candle.
Prayer
God of mountains, meadows, moments, and mystery,
We set aside this time to focus on the pursuit of peace,
a peace that at times seems close but at other times seems so far away.
During this time, we are challenged to find newness in life.
This newness seems unfathomable in a world where issues separate us;
issues of race, borders, politics, climate abuse, and economic disparity.
And still other matters of religion, doctrine, and differences in rural and urban communities. Please help us to be mindful of and celebrate our differences.

Just as we have been provided an illustration of new life and growth,
help us to provide rich soil in which our communities can grow.
Help us to provide water for the thirsty ones.
Help us provide examples of your Son for a world which seems so dark.
Help us to be pursuers of peace - 
as we plant seeds of peace;
as we listen among the dissonance;
as we cultivate your vineyard.
Loving God, help us to be aware of the other.
It is in knowing the other that we listen and build peace together.
Amen.				-Poul Wilson, used with permission

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Scripture Reading
	Romans 6:1b-11

Ministry of Music or Congregational Hymn
“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 						CCS 553
OR “We Are Pilgrims on a Journey” 					 	CCS 550
OR “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”	 				CCS 559


Sharing in the Spoken Word
Based on Romans 6:1b-11

Disciples’ Generous Response
Scripture and Song
Scripture Reading: Doctrine and Covenants 161:3a
Hymn of Generosity:
“Spirit, Open My Heart” 	   stanza 1			CCS 564
OR “Into My Heart”						CCS 573
	sing once in the language of your choice

Scripture Reading: Doctrine and Covenants 161:3b
Hymn of Generosity:
“Spirit, Open My Heart” 	   stanza 2			CCS 564
OR “Into My Heart”						CCS 573
	sing once in the language of your choice

Scripture Reading: Doctrine and Covenants 161:3c
Hymn of Generosity:
“Spirit, Open My Heart” 	   stanza 3			CCS 564
OR “Into My Heart”						CCS 573
	sing once in the language of your choice

Scripture Reading: Doctrine and Covenants 161:3d
Hymn of Generosity:
“Spirit, Open My Heart” 	   stanza 4			CCS 564
OR “Into My Heart”						CCS 573
	sing once in the language of your choice

Statement
The focus lectionary scripture from Romans describes baptism and the newness of life that occurs with following Jesus. While the scripture appears to be an individual focus, it is also a call to community. In our offering, we give as individuals, but our giving provides for ministry that builds the community. The Amish community often comes together in times of planting, harvesting, blessings, and tragedy. This expression of giving is often manifest when one family has a particular need and comes together to provide an opportunity for new life in the midst of what would otherwise be chaos.

During this time of a Disciples’ Generous Response, we focus on aligning our heart with God’s heart. Our offerings are more than meeting budgets or funding mission. We can tangibly express our gratitude to God through our offerings, who is the giver of all.

As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. Our hearts grow aligned with God’s when we gratefully receive and faithfully respond by living Christ’s mission.

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at CofChrist.org/spiritual-practices-generosity/.

Closing Hymn
“The Summons” 								CCS 586
OR “Make Me a Servant”							CCS 597

Benediction

Postlude


Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A - Letters 
Ordinary Time (Proper 7) 

Romans 6:1b-11 

Exploring the Scripture 
Today we continue exploring justification by faith: a sinner becomes right with God not through works but by faith in Christ.  Paul affirmed not only that Jesus died and lived again, but that all baptized Christians take part in Jesus’ death and resurrection!  Participation is more transforming than merely watching dramas of a deity dying and rising, as Greco-Roman religions practiced.  
Romans 5:20 affirms that “where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.” Can Christians continue to sin, so God can keep showering us with more grace and forgiveness? No! Such reasoning leads to moral bankruptcy, and Paul immediately rejects it.  If we have died to sin, which happens in baptism, then we cannot continue to live in sin.  
Ancient writers used various metaphors to explain baptism.  The Gospel of John presents baptism as a new birth and resulting growth (John 3:1-15).  Colossians explained baptism using the symbol of Jewish circumcision to cut away unwanted acts and desires to begin a new covenant with God (Col. 2:11-15). Some churches focused on the cleansing power of water, like the historic flood in Noah’s time (1 Peter 3:18-22).  
In Romans, Paul may have used the Exodus as a pattern.  People are slaves to sin like the Hebrews were slaves to Pharaoh.  Pharaoh’s power died in the waters of the Red Sea.  Sin’s power dies in baptism.  But we do not go through the water of baptism alone.  We are buried with Christ.  “With” makes all the difference. Death itself dies. When we rise from the water, we live again.  We have a new identity as part of the living Body of Christ.   
Paul repeats the reasoning in more detail in verses 6-11. His statement that Christ died to sin (v. 10) refers not to the physical death on the cross but rather the end of sin’s control over Jesus.  The temptation of sin no longer controlled Jesus, nor affected by society’s sin of rejecting and condemning Jesus.  In the same way, Christ’s followers are crucified with Christ and die to sin.   
Paul alternates between what “we know” and what we can infer as a result.  Here is what the followers know and accept without question: 
	We are crucified with Christ.  Our sinful self (“the body of sin”) dies in the process. 

	We are no longer slaves to sin but free from sin’s power to control us. 

	The risen Christ will never die again.  Death has no power over him. 

	He died to sin, but he lives to God in unbroken fellowship. 

Based on those known beliefs, Paul affirms the following: 
	If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. 

	We are dead to sin’s control over us but alive to God because of our union in Jesus Christ. 

Being “alive to God” (v 11) means being open and responsive to the promptings of the Spirit in everyday life.  Faith is united to action.  We notice where God is acting in the world and take part in those efforts.  It means living fully and joyfully here and now in relationship with the Divine.  It also implies the promise of being “united with [Christ] in a resurrection life like his” (v. 5).  


Central Ideas 
	Baptized Christians take part in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  They do not just mimic and play-act a dying and rising myth. 

	Paul stressed that immersion is like being buried with Christ in death.  When we arise from the water, we live again,  

	In baptism, we become dead to sin’s control over us, but alive to God, open and responsive to God’s Spirit, in a joyful relationship with the Divine.   


Questions for the Speaker 
	What metaphor would you use to explain baptism’s significance?  Do you feel you took part in Jesus’ death and resurrection in this sacrament? 

	What does it mean in your world to be “dead to sin?”  What kinds of actions, attitudes, and relationships show that sin no longer has control? 

	What characterizes a person who is “alive to God?”  Whom have you known that shows this life?  When have you displayed it most fully? 
	Paul uses the phrase, “We know…” several times in this passage.  Which of the statements that he affirms “we know” can you claim to know and believe?  Which ones do you question?  What conclusions would you draw from what you do know?    



Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A, Letters
Ordinary Time, Proper 7

Romans 6:1–11 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
Ordinary Time is the Christian calendar period from Pentecost to Advent. This part of the Christian calendar is without major festivals or holy days. During Ordinary Time we focus on our discipleship as individuals and as a faith community.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Today’s Prayer for Peace is inspired by hymn 290 in Community of Christ Sings, “When the Poor Ones.” The words and music are by Jose Olivar and Miguel Manzano.

When we know that love for simple things is better,
then we know that God still goes the road with us,
then we know that God still goes that road with us.
God of the road, our world is filled with poor ones. The poor in spirit, the poor in health, the poor in love, the poor in food. At times, it feels so lonely and hopeless. How can we help all the poor ones? How can we help when we, ourselves, feel like the poor ones?
Then we remember that you bless the poor in spirit! The poor in health show us how to care for one another. It is the poor in love who show us how to love others. The poor in food share generously, leading the way for us all. This is the work of peace. This is the work of your church. This is the work of your people.
May we cultivate love for the simple things. May we be willing to be comforted and led by the poor ones. And may we keep watch for you on the road with us.
In the name of Jesus, who walks with us on the road to peace. Amen.
Spiritual Practice
Holy Listening
Today we’re focusing on the Enduring Principle of All are Called. We believe all people have unique giftedness, and we are given opportunities in community to share our giftedness. By practicing Holy Listening, we can learn more about the gifts people share in community, how they feel called to serve, and how we can support one another in discipleship and ministry.
Ask the person next to you to join you in conversation. Find a spot in the room to get comfortable and face one another. You will take turns sharing what you see as your giftedness and how you feel called to share that giftedness with others. It can be anything, friendship, music, compassion, reading aloud, laughter, or tidying up.
You each will have three minutes to share. During this time the listener will just listen and nod, but not comment. At the end of this time, the listener may respond with this one sentence. “I noticed that…” Then switch places and repeat.
Before you start this exercise, please repeat this prayer with me: “Help me be wholly present to this human being.”
You may begin your conversation.
Start the timer. After three minutes let the listener say the one-sentence response and then ask the people to switch places.
Start the timer again.
When each person has shared. Ask the group to respond to their experience with this spiritual practice.

Sharing Around the Table
Romans 6:1–11 NRSV
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
In this passage, Paul discusses sin and grace. For some, sin can be a list of specific don’ts; for others, it can be corporate problems that don’t have a specific instigator but are an issue to be amended as they affect groups or creation. For some, it simply can be an unharmonious relationship with God.
In writing about sin, Paul brings us back to the symbolism of the death and resurrection of Jesus. The key word in this passage is with. As our relationship is reconciled with God, it is done with grace. As we think of the hope found in the resurrection, the hope that gives us courage to forge through another day and to approach life’s challenges with confidence, we are doing that with Christ. In his death and resurrection, the sins of rejection, oppression, and condemnation no longer had control over Christ.
As we focus on the message of God’s love for all, radical hospitality, and inclusion, we follow the actions and teachings of Jesus. We accept rather than reject, we reconcile rather than oppress. As we push away those voices that tell us to marginalize, judge, or condemn, we more fully embrace the voice of the One who calls us into deepening relationship.

Questions
What do you see as sin, and how do you work to avoid it or help eradicate it?
What voices distract you from your relationship with God?
This scripture speaks to being “alive to God in Christ Jesus.” When have you felt most alive in your spiritual journey?

Sending
Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
Discipling God, as we navigate our world of debt and consumerism, help us to save wisely, spend responsibly, and give generously. In this way may we prepare for the future and create a better tomorrow for our families, friends, the mission of Christ, and the world. Amen.
Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 494, “Sing Praise for Rain That Washes Earth”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children



Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Today’s Prayer for Peace is inspired by hymn 290 in Community of Christ Sings, “When the Poor Ones.” The words and music are by Jose Olivar and Miguel Manzano.

When we know that love for simple things is better,
then we know that God still goes the road with us,
then we know that God still goes that road with us.
God of the road, our world is filled with poor ones. The poor in spirit, the poor in health, the poor in love, the poor in food. At times, it feels so lonely and hopeless. How can we help all the poor ones? How can we help when we, ourselves, feel like the poor ones?
Then we remember that you bless the poor in spirit! The poor in health show us how to care for one another. It is the poor in love who show us how to love others. The poor in food share generously, leading the way for us all. This is the work of peace. This is the work of your church. This is the work of your people.
May we cultivate love for the simple things. May we be willing to be comforted and led by the poor ones. And may we keep watch for you on the road with us.
In the name of Jesus, who walks with us on the road to peace. Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Holy Listening
Today we’re focusing on the Enduring Principle of All are Called. We believe all people have unique giftedness, and we are given opportunities in community to share our giftedness. By practicing Holy Listening, we can learn more about the gifts people share in community, how they feel called to serve, and how we can support one another in discipleship and ministry.
Ask the person next to you to join you in conversation. Find a spot in the room to get comfortable and face one another. You will take turns sharing what you see as your giftedness and how you feel called to share that giftedness with others. It can be anything, friendship, music, compassion, reading aloud, laughter, or tidying up.
You each will have three minutes to share. During this time the listener will just listen and nod, but not comment. At the end of this time, the listener may respond with this one sentence. “I noticed that…” Then switch places and repeat.
Before you start this exercise, please repeat this prayer with me: “Help me be wholly present to this human being.”
You may begin your conversation.
Start the timer. After three minutes let the listener say the one-sentence response and then ask the people to switch places.
Start the timer again.
When each person has shared. Ask the group to respond to their experience with this spiritual practice.


Sharing Around the Table
Romans 6:1–11 NRSV
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
In this passage, Paul discusses sin and grace. For some, sin can be a list of specific don’ts; for others, it can be corporate problems that don’t have a specific instigator but are an issue to be amended as they affect groups or creation. For some, it simply can be an unharmonious relationship with God.
In writing about sin, Paul brings us back to the symbolism of the death and resurrection of Jesus. The key word in this passage is with. As our relationship is reconciled with God, it is done with grace. As we think of the hope found in the resurrection, the hope that gives us courage to forge through another day and to approach life’s challenges with confidence, we are doing that with Christ. In his death and resurrection, the sins of rejection, oppression, and condemnation no longer had control over Christ.
As we focus on the message of God’s love for all, radical hospitality, and inclusion, we follow the actions and teachings of Jesus. We accept rather than reject, we reconcile rather than oppress. As we push away those voices that tell us to marginalize, judge, or condemn, we more fully embrace the voice of the One who calls us into deepening relationship.

Questions
What do you see as sin, and how do you work to avoid it or help eradicate it?
What voices distract you from your relationship with God?
This scripture speaks to being “alive to God in Christ Jesus.” When have you felt most alive in your spiritual journey?


Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
Discipling God, as we navigate our world of debt and consumerism, help us to save wisely, spend responsibly, and give generously. In this way may we prepare for the future and create a better tomorrow for our families, friends, the mission of Christ, and the world. Amen.


Thoughts for Children
You will need:
triple-A bookmarks
coloring supplies

Ask: Have you ever done something your parents asked you not to do? Or have you ever not done something your parents asked you to do? 
Did your parents stay mad at you, or did they forgive you? If we will always be forgiven, why do we still want to make Responsible Choices?
Affirm all answers.
In today’s scripture, we are reminded that though we will be forgiven no matter what we do, it still is important to make Responsible Choices because it is a way we can show our love for God and others. It also is important that we know what to do when we make irresponsible choices.
What are some things you do when you’ve made a choice that has not been very responsible? How do you make the situation better? (Affirm all answers. Make sure things like apologize, fix the problem, etc. are included.)
Thank you all for sharing your wonderful ideas. In the future if I make an irresponsible choice, I will use some of your suggestions to make the situation better. One way I’ll remember what to do when I’ve made an irresponsible choice is to think of the three A’s”
Admit what you did.
Apologize.
Accept the consequences.
Color your triple-A bookmark and take it with you so for a reminder that even when we make irresponsible choices, there are always Responsible Choices we can make to improve the situation.
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