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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 29th February 2012, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors G Burlison, S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
106. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor C Stacey 
 
107. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Councillor B Armstrong declared an interest in Minute 112(g).  
 
108. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS  
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported that he had been selected to stand as a candidate in the next 
County Council elections, but that due to the boundary changes, the Division would not cover 
Hamsteels.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
109. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 25th January, 2012, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.  
 
110. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
111. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £169.92 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for February 
(ii) £42.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for February 

 
(b) Cheques issued: 

 
(i)  25th Jan 2012 £ 107.42 Mr D Walker    No. 531 
(ii)  25th Jan 2012 £ 26.80  HMRC     No. 532 
(iii)  25th Jan 2012 £ 59.99 Mr D Walker    No. 533 
(iv)  25th Jan 2012 £ 240.00 Target Joinery    No. 534 
(v)  25th Jan 2012 £ 54.00 Wicksteed Leisure   No. 536 
(vi)  25th Jan 2012 £ 246.00  Furniture@Work    No. 537 
(vii)  25th Jan 2012 £ 3586.56 Advanced Moulds Ltd   No. 538 
(viii)  25th Jan 2012 £ 65.00 TRACC     No. 539 
(ix)  25th Jan 2012 £ 85.00 Cornsay Residents Association  No. 540 
(x)  25th Jan 2012 £ 260.00 SPC Building & Maintenance  No. 541 
(xi)  25th Jan 2012 £ 53.61 Petty Cash    No. 542 
(xii)  8th Feb 2012 £ 80.00 W Binks     No. 543 

 
(c) Cash at Bank 
 

Northern Rock   £5,716.27 
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Barclays   £24,249.21 
Unity Trust   £  8,653.98 

 
(d) Petty Cash 
 
 Details of petty cash spending since had been circulated, with the balance remaining being 

£40.67. 
 
(d) Quarterly Financial Report 

 
Copies of the quarterly financial report had been circulated.  The Clerk explained the 
variances from the approved budget figures and reported that it was anticipated that around 
£5,000 would be available at the year end for transfer to a ringfenced fund or 2012/2013 
budget head.  

 
(f) Grant Fund Spending (Minutes 89 and 96(e) refer) 
 
 All items funded by the CDCF grant had now been purchased.  Details of the spending had 

been circulated.    
 
112. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Durham County Council - Information on Community Buildings Review: Post 
Consultation Events. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 

(b) Finchale Training 
College   

- Request for financial assistance. 
Resolved: That no donation be given. 
 

(c) Durham County Council - Consultation on Library Strategy 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(d) CDALC - Consultation on local councils publicity. 
Resolved: That the proposal be supported. 
 

(e) County Durham Youth 
Offending Service 

- Information received on the work of the Service and request 
for projects which may be suitable. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(f) CDALC - Information on Police & Crime Commissioners. 
Resolved: That the information be noted and that candidates 
be invited to attend a future meeting if possible.  
 

(g) Durham County Council - Correspondence received in relation to a complaint made to 
the Standards Committee of Durham County Council in 
relation to a Member’s conduct.  The complaint was found to 
be non-specific and lacking in evidence and it was determined 
that the complaint did not warrant investigation. 
Resolved: That the correspondence be noted. 

 
113. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration. 
 
114. WINTER MAINTANANCE 
 
The Clerk reported that all those who had expressed an interest in the winter maintenance scheme 
had been contacted and expressed their willingness to assist.  
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Resolved: That the Clerk contact Durham County Council to progress the matter. 
 
115. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS 
 
Correspondence had been received from MD2 in relation to Neighbourhood Plans enquiring whether 
the Council would be interested in preparing such a Plan. 
 
Resolved: That the Council did not have the time or resources to explore this matter at the present 
time.  
 
116. QUEEN’S JUBILEE – BIG LUNCH 
 
Information had been circulated in relation to the Big Lunch 2012 which was to be help over the 
weekend of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. 
 
Resolved: That the matter be considered at the next meeting of the Council.  
 
117. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY HALL 
 
(a) Design Feasibility Report 
 
The Design Feasibility Report had been received from Fiona Brettwood of HLP Design, copies of 
which had been circulated. 
 
The report had been updated to reflect the design options and costings and all aspects of work 
outlined in the Proposal of May 2011 had now been completed.  
 
(b) Options for Consideration 
 
The two main options for a new building were a traditional brick build or a modular building.  
Assistance had been provided by Durham County Council in providing information which would be 
required in determining the best way to proceed. 
 
A cost for a brick build had been provided as part of the Design Feasibility Report, although this was 
based on typical percentages rather than being specific to the design for Hamsteels.  
 
To obtain precise costs for a traditional building, it would be necessary to instruct an architect to 
prepare formal plans, specify construction methods and other relevant details.  DCC had quoted 
£61,000 for the architectural work and as there would be a cost to instructing an architect, officers at 
DCC Regeneration and Economic Developement had prepared a schedule of works which could be 
forwarded to a number of architects to seek their costs for undertaking the works.   
 
The alternative to a brick build was modular construction.  Enquiries had been made with a number 
of modular building companies, who had been provided with the sketch plans for the new building, 
and they had been asked to provide an indicative cost.  
 
Once estimate was around £360,000 for the building and £50,000 for groundworks, the second was 
in the region of £370,000 and the third company had given a figure in the region of £600-900,000.  
 
To progress the matter, it would be possible to seek formal quotations for a modular build or obtain 
cost from architects to undertake the work required to seek formal quotations for a brick build. 
 
It was suggested that in order to obtain some indicative costs for a brick build before considering 
instructing an architect, the sketch plans could be sent to local builders who could be asked to 
provide an estimate.  It was also noted that some companies offered a design and build service 
which could simplify matters if a separate architect did not have to be engaged. 
 
Resolved: That indicative costs be sought from local builders for a brick building. 
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The Meeting closed at 7.50 pm 
 

Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


