
Learn:
make a pom pom

step 1: wrap yarn
Pinch the yarn tail under your thumb, at the lower edge 
of the pom pom maker. Wrap yarn over the top of the 
maker. Repeat, wrapping the next strand of yarn close to 
the first wrap. Continue in this way, working down the 
pom pom maker, overlapping the wraps over each other. 

There are likely innumerable ways to make a pom 
pom for crafting, or to top a knit hat. In this 
tutorial, we’ll show how to use our Harrisville 
Designs’ Pom Pom Maker, or any other pronged 
pom pom maker you might have in your craft box. 
The pom poms created from this maker average 
2-3” across, though the size of your pom pom 
may vary. This pom pom maker works best with 
fingering weight through worsted weight yarn. In 
this tutorial, we’re using our Shear: CVM yarn, 
which is a dk weight.

Materials Needed:

• Pom Pom Maker
• Pair of sharp scissors
• Approx 3-5g of fingering - worsted wt yarn



step 2: cut yarn tail
Once the wraps are to your desired thickness, or match 
the above photograph, break your yarn tail. The more 
wraps you have, the fuller your pom pom will appear, 
so try and wrap as much yarn as you can around the 
outside of the maker.

step 3: cut pom pom tie yarn
Draw approximately 12” / 30.5 cm of yarn from your 
yarn ball. This yarn will be used to tie around the loops 
on the maker, so the pom pom stays together once the 
loops are cut.

step 4: wrap tie yarn
Wrap the tie yarn cut in step three around the loops 
on the pom pom maker. If your yarn is woolen spun, 
we recommend wrapping it twice for extra security. Pull 
as tight as possible without breaking yarn, and knot tie 
yarn in place. 

If you plan on using the pom pom for a hat, do not trim 
the yarn tie tails at this point, and ensure the wrap tie 
has both ends roughly the same length. The tie will later 
be used to sew onto your hat project.



step 5: cut loops
Using a pair of sharp scissors, cut the yarn loops at the 
edges of the pom maker. Although it is tempting to cut 
all of the loops in one giant snip, we recommend only 
doing a small amount at a time. This will result in a 
more even pom pom, with less trimming needed.

Cut the second side of loops from the maker. Your pom 
pom should now be free, and can be removed from the 
center of the maker. 

step 6: trim pom pom
Trim the outside of the pom pom to your desired look. 
The amount you trim is ultimately up to you, so if you 
prefer a denser, rounder pom, don’t be afraid to give 
your pom a thorough haircut.

If the pom pom is to be used in a hat, draw the tie yarn 
tails through the crown of your project several times, 
until it feels secure. 


