Worship Resources
15 January 2023
Second Sunday After the Epiphany
Racial Justice Day
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Strengthen Your Testimony

Additional Scriptures
Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-11, John 1:29-42, Doctrine and Covenants 162:4a

Preparation
Note to presider
Several weeks before this week's service, ask the field apostle or mission center president to write a brief letter to your congregation in the style of 1 Corinthians 1:1-9. It will be read during the service. Ask a volunteer to read it.

Prelude
Recruit youth musicians to provide prelude music, either instrumental or vocal. This could be live or recorded.

Gathering Songs      choose two
 “O God of Vision” 	 CCS 78
“Rejoice, Ye Saints of Latter Days” 	      CCS 81
“God of Grace and God of Laughter” 	CCS 100
“I Will Sing, I Will Sing” 	CCS 112
Encourage participants to sing in languages other than their own.

Sharing Joys and Concerns

Congregational Silent Prayer for the Concerns Named

Welcome
	Our faith tradition's name, Community of Christ, tells at least two important things. We are followers of Jesus Christ in whose name we gather to worship, learn, and be strengthened on our faith journeys in Christ's mission; and we do it in community.

	Today we will have the privilege of hearing and then sharing testimonies. As a community, we need to listen to each other because it helps us practice or strengthen our thoughts so that when opportunities occur to 'tell the story of Jesus' we will be ready.




Focus Hymn
 	“Who Is This Jesus” 	CCS 38
OR “Alleluia! Hear God’s Story” 	CCS 271

Opening Prayer 

Response

Prayer for Peace
	Optional: Designate someone to slowly ring a chime or bell three times.

	Light the Peace Candle.

Testimony of Peace
Invite someone, youth, or adult, to prepare a 3-minute video testimony about how they have worked for peace. This could be shared in person during the service if showing videos is not possible.

	Prayer
		Peaceful One, we have heard how one among us has been a peacemaker. Help us be fully awake and ready to respond to opportunities to share, demonstrate and live your peace each day. We pray this in the name of the Prince of Peace, Jesus. Amen.

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

The two “letter readers” come from the back; one is in biblical times costume and the other in modern day clothing. They stand side-by-side, facing the congregation as each letter is read. After the second letter, the readers exit.

Letter to Corinth
	Reading of the Letter: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
	This is read from a scroll by someone in a biblical times costume.

Letter to the Congregation 
	Reading of the Letter	
	Introduce the letter by saying that, like the Corinthians, our congregation has received a personal letter. This is read from modern stationary by someone in modern clothing.

Reflection Music 	sing several times
	“Listen in the Silence”	CCS 153
	OR “Santo, santo, santo”	CCS 159
Testimony 
…of how God has been faithful 
Invite someone to prepare a 3-minute video testimony about their experience of how God has been faithful. This could also be done in person.

Ministry of Music or Congregational Song
	“Shalom chaverim”								        CCS 653
	Ask a trio to sing this or divide the congregation into 3 parts to sing this in a 
	round.
Homily
	Based on 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Hymn of Testimony
“Tell Me the Story of Jesus”	CCS 623
OR “You Are Called to Tell the Story”	 CCS 625

Scripture Readings 	to be read by the three people contacted ahead of time
	sound a chime
	Reader 1:  Psalm 40:9-10	
	moment of silence
	sound a chime
	Reader 2: John 1:32-34
	moment of silence
	sound a chime
	Reader 3: Doctrine and Covenants 162:4a
	moment of silence

Congregational Sharing
	Some of us may use weights or resistance bands to help strengthen our bodies. We will use a different technique today to help strengthen our testimonies, but it involves a similar discipline: repetition or practice. We are going to practice sharing a testimony.

	Invite the people to turn to one other person for a conversation. One person is the speaker and the other the listener. After one person’s sharing, exchange roles. Briefly tell about an experience that led them to discipleship. The listener is not to question or interact while their partner is sharing. After both partners have talked, briefly have them discuss what was easy in talking about it? What was challenging? What did they learn from the experience?

	If worshiping online, use breakout rooms of two people each.

Disciples’ Generous Response 
	Statement
	We have been given frequent counsel about the need to be generous disciples. But we are not the only ones to hear that message. Many centuries ago, God's people were given these words:
		Exodus 23:19a, The choicest of the first fruits of your ground you shall bring in to the house of the Lord your God.

		Nehemiah 10:35, We obligate ourselves to bring the first fruits of our soil and the first fruits of all fruit of every tree, year by year, to the house of the Lord.

	That is a challenge that is extended to us. What are the first fruits we can offer individually to the source of all? During this time of a Disciples’ Generous Response, we focus on aligning our heart with God’s heart. Our offerings are more than meeting budgets or funding mission. We can tangibly express our gratitude to God through our offerings, who is the giver of all.

As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. Our hearts grow aligned with God’s when we gratefully receive and faithfully respond by living Christ’s mission.

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at CofChrist.org/spiritual-practices-generosity/.

Hymn of Witness
“Community of Joy” 	CCS 631
OR “When Holy Ghost Shall Come in Power” 	CCS 628
OR “Lord Jesus, of You I Will Sing/Jésus, je voudrais te chanter”	 CCS 556/557
	Encourage participants to sing in a language other than their own.
 	
Closing Prayer 
Print or project the Mission Prayer; if worshiping online prepare an image of it to screen share. Invite the congregation to pray the Mission Prayer together. 	
	God, where will your spirit lead today?
	Help me be fully awake and ready to respond.
	Grant me courage to risk something new 
	and become a blessing of your love and peace.

Sending Forth
	The promises of God in Jesus Christ are sure – that by the Holy Spirit we will be given grace to do the things we have been asked: courage in the struggle for justice, passion for peace in the midst of violence, forgiveness of our sins, stewardship in place of materialism, healing of body and spirit where there is hurt, and eternal life in the face of death. 	-Sharing in Community of Christ: Exploring the Identity, Mission, Message and Beliefs, Fourth Edition, (Independence, MO: Herald Publishing House, 2018), 60

	Go, and testify of what you know.

Postlude


Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A – Letters 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany (Ordinary Time) 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
Exploring the Scripture 
The Christians in Corinth disagreed bitterly among themselves. They faced socio-economic tensions within their group, accused one another of sexual misconduct, and disputed over matters of the Lord’s Supper and prideful claims of spiritual giftedness. About three years before this letter, Paul spent about 18 months in Corinth. He preached and converted these predominately Gentile Christians. Paul brought them to Christ. He understood them. They knew him.  
This letter was written around 54-55 CE. Corinth was known as the most magnificent, modern, and bustling city of its size in Greece. It was a multicultural city, lively with commerce and religious activity with exciting people, latest trends, and high employment. Like any major port city in the Roman Empire, decadence and sexual promiscuity were rampant. In such a city, Christians struggled with ethical questions about their culture. They struggled with their newfound Christian ethics while living in a boomtown atmosphere.  
In 1 Corinthians, Paul writes to these early Christians because he had received reports from visitors who made him aware of the congregation’s current issues and scandals. Today’s text opens to this statement of pastoral encouragement and counsel to the Christians at Corinth. In these verses, Paul greets them and expresses thanksgiving for the community. He sets a positive tone and frames his critique as a call to the church to reclaim its crucial identity in Christ.  
Although he wrote to the Christian Corinthians, this letter has meaning to us, too. God summons Paul, the early Christians, and us as a covenant people to be God’s hands and feet in the world (vs 1-3). Using the word “saints,” he reminds us that we are “sanctified in Christ Jesus” as set apart for the service of God. Whatever our background or issues of disagreement, Paul reminds the Christian community of this fundamental call. He then shares that we are not alone. All of us are “together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (v.3). This acknowledgment drives at the heart of the Christian community. 
It is in our calling from God that all covenant communities share in the common gift of God’s grace and peace. Paul gives thanks to his friends in Corinth by expressing grace made obvious and sharing that they are “enriched...in speech and knowledge every kind” (v.5). Thus, so are we!  
Fundamentally, Paul’s introductory verses in 1 Corinthians provide an expressly stated conviction of a new way of life expressed in covenantal Christ-like communities called to serve. He positions himself to begin the necessary but difficult pastoral conversation to address conflicts and differences within the community, which erode Christ-like ministry. These tasks are part of being a diverse people called to be signal communities amid forces counter to God’s yearning.  
Paul’s affirmation is vital for Community of Christ. After all, we are called to “Above all else, strive to be faithful to God’s vision...Courageously challenge cultural, political, and religious trends that are contrary to the reconciling and restoring purpose of God” (Doctrine and Covenants 163:3b). Paul reminds us that God will strengthen us for the journey and that God is faithful (vs.8-9).  

Central Ideas  
	Despite challenging times and difficulties, every Christian community is an example of Christ, called by God to take part in a divinely inspired movement set apart to serve.   

	“Together with all those in every place call on the name of Jesus” (v.2) reminds us that we are not alone with this universal call by God–a shared gift and common vocation.  

	The practice of giving thanks to the community is essential. We belong to one another in and through Jesus Christ and by the grace of God (v.4). 

	God strengthens (vs. 8) and is faithful (vs.9).  


Questions for the Speaker  
	What does Paul’s message of unity and covenant community mean in your congregation when members and friends disagree? 

	What are you thankful for with your congregation? 

	What cultural improprieties might influence your congregation? 

	How is God faithful, and how does the Divine strengthen? 





Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A
Year A, Letters

Second Sunday after Epiphany

1 Corinthians 1:1–9 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
The season after Epiphany includes the weeks between Epiphany and Transfiguration Sunday.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.

Author of shalom, we do not feel ready, though we yearn for peace here and now. It may not seem like it is our time, yet we know you provide. You have revealed your greatness to us, and now it is time for us to be mirrors of your peace in the world, reflecting hope in the desolate places, shining peace in lonely corners.

There are so many divisions in our world; divisions that make peace seem like a dream. We remember today that you love each and every person in this world: the young and old, the wealthy and poor, the free and captive, the kind-hearted and cruel, and every person between. Just as you love us all, you also have hopes for peace for us all, too. You can make this dream a reality.

You, who can turn water to wine;
You, who can turn the forsaken into the delighted;
You, who is peace;
You are with us. May we be mirrors of your peace.

In the name of Jesus, the Worker of miracles. Amen.

Spiritual Practice
Walking in the Light
During Epiphany and the season after Epiphany, our spiritual practice will be Walking in the Light. Take a few moments to quiet yourself. When you feel calm, begin by imagining you are walking on a path of light. As we pray, visualize the light surrounding you as you walk. As the prayer continues, offer the gift of light to those close to you, friends, acquaintances, those you dislike, those with whom you are in conflict, and your community at-large.
As you hear each sentence, offer the gift of light to those mentioned.

May my loved ones be embraced in God’s light. Pause.
May my family walk in the light of Christ. Pause.
May my friend receive the gift of love and light. Pause.
May my acquaintances sense the presence of light through our interactions. Pause.
May the one with whom I am in conflict be surrounded by the light of Christ. Pause.
May my community be blessed by the eternal light of God’s love and grace. Pause.
Amen.

At the conclusion of the prayer invite people to share the thoughts, emotions, or images they experienced while walking in the light.

Sharing Around the Table
1 Corinthians 1:1–9 NRSV

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Letters often are written to communicate something important. Usually at the top of the letter is a letterhead, which establishes the importance of the communication and the credentials of the writer. If the letter is from a medical caregiver the initials “MD, DO, Phd” have meaning. The credentials give a level of confidence concerning the information that follows.
Paul is writing to a community he is familiar with, yet he feels it necessary to put his credentials on the letter he is sending.
Paul has some important things to share with the saints in Corinth, and he wants to get it right. He wants it to be taken seriously. This is a love letter, but it also is a tough-love letter. By recognizing the path the saints have been on and acknowledging the change happening in them, Paul shares not only his pleasure, but his confidence in their ability to continue on the path of discipleship.
In our world of emails and text messages, social-media memes and tweets, many relationships we might have are superficial, at best. Letters of care and instruction with the pastoral confidence and expression of desire are rare, yet they are so needed in our fast-paced and frenetic lives. How often do we put our credentials of discipleship at the top of the page when it comes to our interactions with others? Do we express our thankfulness for the relationships that we have, not in a prayer in a closet but in an expression of thanksgiving to the person with whom we share the relationship?
Paul shows us a way to start a meaningful conversation, a literary hug of love and some tough words of instruction. Simply, “I love you in Christ, now let’s get to the point of this letter…”

Questions
Share a time when your “credentials” helped you get a point across and made a difference.
	When people speak in Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, they begin with “Hi, I’m Joe, and I’m an alcoholic.” These are the credentials that matter in this context. When speaking of faith, what might your credentials be?
When asked about a very difficult contradiction in church teachings and behavior, the minister’s response was, “You know I struggle with that, too,” followed by a description of the struggle. The next day the questioner wrote an email, expressing gratefulness for the honest answer and for the fact she was not alone in her questioning. How has vulnerability served to deepen your relationships with others?
Sending
Generosity Statement

Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a

The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response. The offering prayer for Epiphany is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:

Revealing God, may we always be generous. You have gifted each of us with boundless grace and unending love. May our response to that love and grace be humble service to others, and may generosity be part of our nature. Amen.

Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 334, “Though the Spirit’s Gifts Are Many”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children



Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.

Author of shalom, we do not feel ready, though we yearn for peace here and now. It may not seem like it is our time, yet we know you provide. You have revealed your greatness to us, and now it is time for us to be mirrors of your peace in the world, reflecting hope in the desolate places, shining peace in lonely corners.

There are so many divisions in our world; divisions that make peace seem like a dream. We remember today that you love each and every person in this world: the young and old, the wealthy and poor, the free and captive, the kind-hearted and cruel, and every person between. Just as you love us all, you also have hopes for peace for us all, too. You can make this dream a reality.

You, who can turn water to wine;
You, who can turn the forsaken into the delighted;
You, who is peace;
You are with us. May we be mirrors of your peace.

In the name of Jesus, the Worker of miracles. Amen.



Spiritual Practice
Walking in the Light
During Epiphany and the Season after Epiphany, our spiritual practice will be Walking in the Light. Take a few moments to quiet yourself. When you feel calm, begin by imagining you are walking on a path of light. As we pray, visualize the light surrounding you as you walk. As the prayer continues, offer the gift of light to those close to you, friends, acquaintances, those you dislike, those with whom you are in conflict, and your community at-large.
As you hear each sentence, offer the gift of light to those mentioned.

May my loved ones be embraced in God’s light. Pause.
May my family walk in the light of Christ. Pause.
May my friend receive the gift of love and light. Pause.
May my acquaintances sense the presence of light through our interactions. Pause.
May the one with whom I am in conflict be surrounded by the light of Christ. Pause.
May my community be blessed by the eternal light of God’s love and grace. Pause.
Amen.

At the conclusion of the prayer invite people to share the thoughts, emotions, or images they experienced while walking in the light.



Sharing Around the Table
1 Corinthians 1:1–9 NRSV

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Letters often are written to communicate something important. Usually at the top of the letter is a letterhead, which establishes the importance of the communication and the credentials of the writer. If the letter is from a medical caregiver the initials “MD, DO, Phd” have meaning. The credentials give a level of confidence concerning the information that follows.
Paul is writing to a community he is familiar with, yet he feels it necessary to put his credentials on the letter he is sending.
Paul has some important things to share with the saints in Corinth, and he wants to get it right. He wants it to be taken seriously. This is a love letter, but it also is a tough-love letter. By recognizing the path the saints have been on and acknowledging the change happening in them, Paul shares not only his pleasure, but his confidence in their ability to continue on the path of discipleship.
In our world of emails and text messages, social-media memes and tweets, many relationships we might have are superficial, at best. Letters of care and instruction with the pastoral confidence and expression of desire are rare, yet they are so needed in our fast-paced and frenetic lives. How often do we put our credentials of discipleship at the top of the page when it comes to our interactions with others? Do we express our thankfulness for the relationships that we have, not in a prayer in a closet but in an expression of thanksgiving to the person with whom we share the relationship?
Paul shows us a way to start a meaningful conversation, a literary hug of love and some tough words of instruction. Simply, “I love you in Christ, now let’s get to the point of this letter…”

Questions
Share a time when your “credentials” helped you get a point across and made a difference.
	When people speak in Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, they begin with “Hi, I’m Joe, and I’m an alcoholic.” These are the credentials that matter in this context. When speaking of faith, what might your credentials be?
When asked about a very difficult contradiction in church teachings and behavior, the minister’s response was, “You know I struggle with that, too,” followed by a description of the struggle. The next day the questioner wrote an email, expressing gratefulness for the honest answer and for the fact she was not alone in her questioning. How has vulnerability served to deepen your relationships with others?


Generosity Statement

Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a

The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response. The offering prayer for Epiphany is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:

Revealing God, may we always be generous. You have gifted each of us with boundless grace and unending love. May our response to that love and grace be humble service to others, and may generosity be part of our nature. Amen.



Thoughts for Children
You will need:
Plain paper
Coloring supplies

In today’s scripture, Paul gives thanks to God for people in his life. Today, we are going to give thanks for people in our lives. I am going to give you each a piece of paper for making a card. I want you to pick one person in your life for whom you are thankful and create a “thank you” card for that person.
In this thank-you card, you can thank the person for something specific they have done or do for you, or you can just let them know you are grateful for them. As you create your card, offer a prayer of thanksgiving to God for the person who will receive it.
Allow participants time to work before heading back to their seats.


