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Before starting into the teisho there was something that I noticed that was very 
important for practitioners,[to understand] so I would like to start there, and that is 
“subject” and “object.”  In general, subject is used to describe the "I am" self, and object 
is used to describe everything else.  This distinction between the subject and object, or 
the eastern world, and the western world is the same.  So following exactly the teaching 
of Tathagata Zen ,subject is not equal to the "I am"  self. 

The original face is the state of no subject and no object, and no self.  The original
face is the state of  tatha-gata and tatha-agata activities unified. So, the tatha-gata is 
described as the plus activity, and the tatha-agata is described as the minus activity.  

In the origin subject and object, plus and minus are completely melted into each 
other.  Therefore, everything, all the beings, are condensed into one origin.  But the 
unification , the origin is not fixated.  Therefore, when it starts moving a split occurs, and 
the one origin divides into three phases, and past, present  and future appear.  So the 
teaching of Tathagata Zen is very clear. When the present appears it is endowed with the 
same [quantity]quality from present and past.  This creates the distance, which is the 
origin of the self.  

Buddhism continues [to explain] that the distance arises simultaneously between 
plus and minus, or future and past. So, the three phases appear in this one and only world.
      Then the teaching of Tathagata Zen asks you, “ What does it mean to be called 
present, or past or future?”   Of course, the self which is the distance, looks upon inside 
and outside and recognizes a subject and object.  This is the transmission of Tathagata 
Zen.

Therefore, from the standpoint of the self, subject and object are both objects of 
the self.  Therefore, both “subject” and “object” are viewed by the self as objects.  So, 
this is the very unique standpoint of Buddhism, especially contrasting the Western 
philosophy, which always views subject and object in a dualistic way.  Therefore, object 
is always thought of [as being in contrast] to the subject.  It is not just a Western 
philosophy, but a quite commonly held view, that this  is a dualistic world.  Therefore, 
even in Japan these days, subject is viewed as the subject and minus activity is viewed as 
the object.  Therefore, you can see the essential difference between the general idea of 
subject and object and the way that Buddhism, and especially Tathagata Zen, views 
subject and object. 
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So, if it is alright [appropriate] to compare mental or cultural differences, then 
definitely Western culture and the culture of religion [ the teachings of Zen Buddhism] 
are different.   Culture arises from the mind activity.    Western culture and Buddhism 
grasp the mind activity standing upon a fundamentally different ground.  The activity of 
separation is called the separation of subject and object, in Buddhism.  

And Buddhism continues to explain that when the separation happens, a distance 
arises in between subject and object. And also Buddhism emphasizes that this distance is 
the body of the "I am" self.  In addition Buddhism explains that after the separation,     
plus and minus no longer are in the same pure state  that they manifested before the 
separation. Having manifested the distance, incomplete plus and minus activities are now 
there. 

 Buddhism continues to explain that the distance created by the separation is 
carrying a minute quantity of plus and minus.  This is of the body of the self.  This self 
objectifies plus activity and minus activity. When the created self looks around,  
incomplete subject and incomplete object appear as objects of the self.  

When this incomplete subject and object, or host and guest unite, there is just one 
origin.  So, the unified state is the origin where past, present and future are united into 
one.  When separation occurs, the three phases appear again, and the self again appears.  
Then the self appears having grown [developed] through the repetitive cycle.  This is the 
view, according to Buddhism.
 Just in the same way that the self develops, the unified origin also develops and 
manifests a new level of origin.  So, each repetitious cycle creates development in the 
self, and in contrast, subject and object appear in a more aged condition.  So, the child 
grows and the parents become more aged.  This repetitious activity is called engi, in 
Buddhism.
This process is different than rinne, which we talked about yesterday.  Engi, pratitya-
samutpada, and rinne are different. So, Tathagata Zen is very clear about the difference 
between engi, pratitya-samutpada and rinne.
     In the origin, the original face everything is united.  Therefore, there is neither good 
nor evil.  Everything is melted into one, and there is no more trace of good or bad, 
because everything is united.  This revolutionary, new idea was created by the person 
who later, in ancient India, became the Buddha, 
     The origin is the unification of good and bad, is not fixated.  It separates and then 
unites again, and manifests a new, second level or origin.  In that same way, the third and 
fourth levels are manifest.  The origin, itself, is moving.  Tathagata Zen, that is the 
practice of Buddhism, tells you to contemplate more deeply and nurture your wisdom to 
see this developmental process.  Through this  practice, the distance will become the self 
and the self will develop. 
     Therefore, I caution you, if you say, “I am a rich man.  You are poor” those statements
are based upon the "I am" self.  “I am an A class member; you are a C class member.” 
That kind of an idea comes from the separation; that kind of an idea doesn’t exist in 
unification. 
     Once the unification is reached, everything is united.  There is no more good or bad, 
sin or salvation. Therefore, this unification represents equality; there are no differences. 
So, I want you to have a clear understanding of the differences between rinne and engi. 
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     Buddhism teaches that through a repetitious cycle all things develop.  The expanding 
activity reaches the ultimate expansion; there is no more place for it to expand into.  
Without fail the activity will reach its the maximum capacity. This maximum expansion 
is helped by the minus activity. Just in the same way that the maximum expansion is 
reached, the ultimate development of the self also is reached. 
     So, the teaching of Buddhism says that the ultimate largest expansion, which can be 
referred to as the life activity, reaches a limit where it cannot expand further.    Therefore,
to pray for eternal life, is from the start, impossible. So, Buddhism teaches that this great 
universe is the largest expansion of the life activity.    So, in the process starting from the 
one point origin, it expands, separates and once again unifies.  And in the process, a one-
billionth larger growth happens
     So, you can imagine that in order to reach the largest, beyond comparison state, which
starts from the minute, smallest origin, there will be innumerable times of expansion and 
separation that repeat.  Since you all have a high degree of education and have probably 
studied mathematics, you can probably explain this even better that me.  
     So, the teaching of Buddhism is that an uncountable number of times separation and 
unification continue ,over and over, in the process of reaching the ultimate universe.  So, 
I have to repeat to you that it is through your practice and contemplation you should 
obtain the wisdom to see that your "I am"  self is embraced both from the outside and the 
inside. If you seriously contemplate you will obtain this wisdom and you can see clearly 
the [nature of] this "I am" self.   
I am focusing my talk on the self before it is born.  Among you practitioners, there are 
people who have been practicing for five or ten years, although most of you aren’t doing 
it every day.  And probably the majority of you are not able to obtain this wisdom to see 
that the self is a by-product of separation, and it will melt away when it meets the activity
of unification.  It makes me want to cry, seeing that. 
       So, I’d like to try one more time to clarify the self.  So, today I wanted to focus on 
this subject, but looking at my watch I see that there is only ten minutes left.  It seems 
like we are bound by the time activity.  But, if we become free from time, we can handle 
many things in a carefree way.  
     What is the[nature of ] the time activity.  I didn’t plan to talk about time, but since I 
noticed that I, myself, am bound by time, and you are also bound by time, therefore, [we 
have to ask] what is time?  
     Essentially, in Buddhism time is Buddha Nature.  So, speaking in a religious way, 
time is God.  So, Buddhism teaches time is Buddha Nature; Buddha Nature doesn’t exist 
away from time and time doesn’t exist away from Buddha Nature.
     On the other side, Buddhism says that all existing beings have Buddha Nature.  
Therefore, naturally, time has Buddha Nature.  And speaking more personally, time is 
your mind activity.  If this becomes clear to you, then you are not chased by time; you are
the master of time.  
     So, again, time is Buddha Nature.  In the origin that is beyond any comparison there is
nothing to reject. [ Buddha Nature and the nature of Time are the same.]  
     So, Time, or Buddha nature is comprised  of tatha-gata and tatha-agata activities, 
unified.  The origin is not a fixated state ; it must be broken through.  The plus activity 
and minus activity separated and the separation creates distance, in between them.  This 
is the teaching of Buddhism.  Also, Buddhism teaches that the distance is the body of the 
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self. Through the repetitious cycle of separation and unification the self grows and 
acquires consciousness. The developmental process produces consciousness.   Of course, 
consciousness doesn’t appear immediately.  The beginning of consciousness is probably a
mere sensation.  So, [examining] how consciousness develops is one of the important 
fields of Zen practice. 
     Now, in your practice because you affirm your "I am" self, [you must ask,]where does
it come from, how does it come into existence? So, this becomes your koan.  In Tathagata
Zen, this kind of koan, at various stages, are given to you.  
     So, the self is given equal amounts of subject and object.  This is what you need to 
understand in order to pass the koan.  But, this koan has various disquises, therefore, in 
various shapes[manifestations] you are encountering this koan.  So, I change the shape of 
the koan to ,”Where does the distance come from?” Then you can answer.   

You have spent many years practicing and I am about to die, yet you are unable to move 
forward [ in your understanding.]  this is really sad.  So, I continue questioning you.  The 
distance appears, but where does it disappear to?  You can’t answer.  
      So, this coming July 21st, I will have been in the United States for forty years.  But 
still many of you are unable to answer and facing that reality, I cry.  
     The origin is the unification [of two opposing forces.]  So, when true love is 
manifested, where does time go?  This kind of koan is given to probably five or seven of 
you. And how do you answer? It is very simple.  Time disappears into the origin, 
disappears  into true love.  But, you are unable to describe that.  What has happen to you?
     So, Zen Practice cautions you, if you are carrying the kesaku, it doesn’t matter if a 
person is nodding off, or not.  The real nodding off is the inability to see this answer.  
Therefore, seeing that person, you give strong kesaku.  When subject-object unification is
achieved, where does time go?  Where has this time gone?  If you are not able to answer, 
don’t come to sanzen!   Therefore, grinding your teeth, ready to be hit by roshi, come to 
sanzen.
       In a real monastery, the jikijitsu and jokei are older and can stop who is not ready to 
go to see Roshi. On the other hand, the officers drag unwilling people say, “ I don’t 
understand, "I am” not ready.”  But the officers do not allow this kind of attitude and drag
the person to sanzen.  
When young “Rinzai was told by his senior, Chin Bokshu “Go to sanzen.”  He replied, “I 
don’t know what to ask. “  Chin Bokshu, told young Rinzai that the essence of Buddhism 
is Buddha nature.  “Then how do I manifest Buddhism nature?”  Rinzai asked  “Why 
don’t you bring this question to Roshi?” Chin Boksu replied.  So, urged by the senior 
monk, Rinzai for the first time went to sanzen asking about how to manifest Buddha 
Nature.  
     So, Rinzai honestly asked his teacher Obaku, “What is the manifestation of One 
Buddha Nature?”  The answer of Obaku gave to Rinzai is a hit with his whip.   So, 
Obaku, by example taught Rinzai subject object unification.  This is quite famous and 
people are impressed by this teaching.   Of course previously the senior monk Chin 
Bokshu had told Obaku., “Rinzai seems like he might have quite a bright future.  
Therefore please teach him sincerely.” Obaku also understood this quality in Rinzai and 
gave a strong whip to Rinzai’s butt. So, do you understand the value of his whip?  
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Therefore, it is said that Rinzai’s whip is worthy of billions of [thunder? …difficult to 
understand the word ]That much love is put into the whip.  So, this is taken  as important 
in Tathagata Zen, especially Rinzai Zen.  Where did the distance disappear into?  And in 
your case, when you have true love or shake hands, where does the distance disappear to?
     Many of you encounter Mu  when you contemplate Joshu’s Mu, or when you shake 
hands.  Where does the distance disappear to?  No matter how man times you come to 
sanzen , still you are not able to answer.  Why is it that you can’t answer?  The distance 
disappears into the origin.  Why can’t you say that?  
In true love the distance disappears.  Why is it that you can’t say that?  Anyway, 
Buddhism teaches that is through the many repetitious cycles everything reaches to the 
ultimately large state.  

Thank you.    The End
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