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Samantha Greenhill

Samantha Greenhill is a published wildlife artist, living and 
working in Southport in the northwest of the United Kingdom. Her 
paintings have become increasingly popular and in demand, often 
selling before she has completed them. Her work can be found in a 
few select galleries in the UK and prints of her work can be found on 
her website.

Through her work she attempts to connect people intimately with 
the animals that she paints. She aims to help raise awareness of the 
dangers and difficulties that beset them and encourage the need for us 
all to be better guardians of the amazing biodiversity of our planet. She 
loves and is totally fascinated by all wildlife—reptiles and amphibians 
are no exception.

As a wildlife artist she has become increasingly involved with 
conservation projects. She has donated paintings to be sold at auction 
or used to raise awareness for many different charities including, 
Blood Lions, Snow Leopard Conservation, Baby Rhino Rescue, and 
African pangolin conservation via Johannesburg Wildlife Veterinary 
Hospital to name but a few.

Because of its diminutive size, Samantha Greenhill eliminated any 
background to bring the viewers full focus on this exquisitely colored 
poison dart frog (Ranitomeya variabilis), cropping tightly to capture as 
many of the details and textures as possible (Fig. 1). A lover of the fine 
details that demonstrate the unique adaptations and characteristics 
of each animal she paints, she attempts to pay homage to them by not 
only painting them realistically and anatomically correct, but also to 
create an image that packs a punch so that people will take a closer 
look at the amazing diversity and wondrous wildlife that populates our 
planet.

For her painting of a Green Iguana (Iguana iguana), Greenhill 
decided to focus total attention on the details of this prehistoric-looking 

lizard by eliminating any background whatsoever (Fig. 2). She loves 
how it brings the details of the skin texture and spines into sharp focus 
in the final piece, the subject standing out as the magnificent example 
of this species that it is.

As in her previous paintings, Greenhill chose a plain black 
background to emphasize the vivid colors of this relaxed looking 
Panther Chameleon (Furcifer pardalis; Fig. 3). She felt the pose and 
sharp focus of the reference photograph she used to create this piece 
really captured the characteristic eyes and feet that are unique to these 
stunning creatures along with its appealing nature.

Greenhill has several projects lined up for 2022 and living on the 
Sefton Coast she would particularly like to be involved in the “Dynamic 
Dunescapes” project that is helping to restore the coastal dunes of 
her local Ainsdale and Formby Beaches. This habitat is home to the 
rare Natterjack Toad (Epidalea calamita) and the Great Crested Newt 
(Triturus cristatus), Britain’s most protected species of amphibian, 
whose numbers are on the increase on the Formby Nature Reserve. 
Another rare species found on the reserve is the Sand Lizard (Lacerta 
agilis), a secretive, shy reptile that is rarely seen. She is currently 
searching for suitable reference photos to be able to create the piece 
she has in mind.

Greenhill is always delighted to take on commissions and can be 
found on Facebook and Instagram under ‘Samantha Greenhill Art’. 
Artwork created by Samantha Greenhill can be viewed at:

www.samanthagreenhillart.com/
www.wingatesgallery.co.uk/portfolio/samantha-greenhill/
www.bucksfineart.com/artists/2048/samantha-greenhill
www.vermiliongallery.co.uk/product-category/samantha-greenhill/

Fig. 1. Poison Dart Frog “Dartagnon” commission. Pastels on paper, 65 × 50 cm unframed size. Reference photo 
by Dirk Ercken.
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Fig. 2. Green Iguana “Rico”. Pastels on Pastelmat board, 100 × 70 cm (unframed size). Ref-
erence photo by Alexas Photos. Available at: https://www.wingatesgallery.co.uk/portfolio/
samantha-greenhill/.

Fig. 3. Panther Chameleon “Karma” [Sold]. Pastels on paper, 50 × 65 
cm (unframed size). Reference photo by Frank Winkler from Pixabay.




