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The Thorn In My Flesh 

I have heard many times from many 

people that family is one of the greatest  

gift we can ever receive from God. Yes it 

is. But I don’t just consider it as a gift but 

rather as a thorn in my flesh as well.  

I was raised in a family with a Roman 

Catholic background and without a fa-

ther since 11 years old. It was a struggle 

when my father died since I was a pa-

pa’s girl. It took me more or less than 

two years to accept that he was gone 

and that I need to go on with what life 

has in store for me.  

We are five progenies of the family and I 

am the middle child. I have an older sis-

ter and a brother and a younger sister 

and brother. Despite the fact that I have 

older siblings, I never felt my whole life I 

have one to look up to. I was the oldest 

among the siblings to take responsibili-

ties.  

My older brother is the person I hate the 

most before I became a Christian. Love is 

nowhere to find for him. All of our lives 

revolves in him. We’ve been experienc-

ing different struggles and stresses be-

cause of his attitude towards us. You 

cannot imagine what kind of movie we 

could have had if we are to tape my 

family story. 

When I became a Christian, the struggle 

increases all the more. I kept on asking 

God, why this kind of family? Why do I 

have a brother like him? Why do I have 

to suffer what I went through again and 

again? Why is life so unfair? Where is 

the love? Etc. There are so many whys, 

wheres and hows in my questions to 

Him. I thought that life would be easy 

after I received and believed in 

Jesus Christ, but it’s not.  It re-

quires even more a full stretch 

of faith in Him. But He said to 

me, ―For I know the plans I have 

for you, declares the Lord, plans 

to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and 

a future.‖ -Jeremiah 29:11 

When I became a Christian, I 

started praying for each mem-

bers of my family because I 

want them to be where I will be 

when the end comes. Each 

evening, I plead to God to show 

Himself to each of them espe-

cially to my brother. Yes, indeed 

God hears my prayer that He settled 

my heart first, gave me love to love 

and continuously worked on to the 

lives of my family members. The 

change of heart of each of us in the 

family is gradual but it is amazing 

and perfect in His timing.  

I became more patient, understand-

ing, forgiving and loving in every 

situation. It took me many years to 

grasp the picture of what God 

wanted me to be in this life, but it 

took Him days to reveal himself to 

me again and again, that He is God. 

He is omnipotent, omniscient, omni-

present, eternal and  immutable. He 

is faithful, He is righteous, He is for-

giving, He is holy, He is light and He 

is love.   

Despite that my family became the 

thorn in my flesh, I know someday 

that they will be my roses.  
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Alley Grace 

Gratitude box: 

 I thank God for my family that I 

learned so much in life and know the 

need of Him to understand the kind 

of family I have.  

 I thank God for His faithfulness in me 

despite that I am not faithful to Him at 

times. 

 I thank God for giving me love to love 

the unlovable person even that per-

son is myself.  

 I thank God for each of you. For your 

partnership in this journey of mine. I 

long to see each of you in His right 

timing for you are dear to me.  

 I cursed the day that I was born but 

knowing God and His grace, it was 

replaced with a heart that is full of 

gratitude towards Him.   

 

From left to right: Mother, Ailyn, Arthur, Me, Alex and Angelyn 



ship training  program commonly known 
as STP. We’ve been a product and benefit-
ed a lot from the STP, thus we want to 
pursue the old ways of STP. We have a 
theme verse ―For God has not  given us a 
spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, 
love and self-discipline.‖ from 2 Timothy 
1:7. Please pray with us that this plan will 
find favor in the Lord. And that He will 
give us success for the goal that we have 

in pursuing the plan.  

Thank you so much for your unending 
financial support and prayers for me in the 
journey towards advancing God’s king-
dom. Remembering you in my prayer is a 

way of revealing God’s faithfulness to me.  

Thank you so much! To God be the glory 

and praises and honor.   

I was privileged to be part of the Navs 
Visayas council. November 28-30, was 
the annual meeting of the council and 
launching of Bohol Navs. We  also dis-
cussed the three –point agenda of the 
ministry: Capacity building, Ministry 
expansion, Funding the ministry. These 

are the plans for Iloilo Ministry:  

1. Capacity building—Equipping new 

BS leaders 

2. Ministry Expansion—Expanding on 
CPU HS and reaching new campus 

in Iloilo (USA) 

3. Funding the Ministry—To raise the 

amount of 100K by 2016 

We, the youth also discussed and 
planned the next year’s summer leader-

Moving Forward 

Thank you for praying with me for my last month’s desired plan to 

have a small group BS with the contacts. I have started to meet some 

of the students every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon until 6pm.  

I have two small groups of  five  freshmen: one composed of two 

and the other of three., and also, two small groups of sophomore of 

whom Joy and Elfie followed-up during their freshmen year. 

For the freshmen, we studied the Lessons on the Way (LOA) and for 

the sophomore, the Lessons on Christian Living (LCL) since they 

were through with the Lessons on Assurances (LOA) Nav booklet.  

As I am training some of the sophomore students to lead a BS for 

those freshmen that are in the UPV members’ lists, please pray that 

they will start to lead the students next year at the beginning of their 

second semester class for they will end in their first semester soon.  

One time, after our small group  BS with the former Nav UPV presi-

dent Dave, we went out to have dinner to celebrate Dave’s victory 

for passing the CPA board examination. It just happened that some 

of the  contacts in the dorm were about to take their dinner  too. 

And yahoo! We were so many as the picture evinces. I praise God 

for the wonderful fellowship and company in them. To God be the 

glory for all that was happened in the UPV ministry.  

Campus update 

Advancing God’s Kingdom 

This month was the start of second semester of the school 

year 2015-2016 and at the same time the resuming of clas-

ses of the high school students.  

As I started to arrange the schedule for small BS from the 

first semester’s contact, I was pensive that some of our con-

tacts were not able to continue in their schooling due to 

some reasons and also some disappeared in the group with-

out reason. I just prayed that they would still continue to 

walk with God wherever they may be and that the faith and 

hope they have in God will not be taken away from them.  

Though I was saddened by what happened to some con-

tacts, I was still happy to see the eagerness in knowing God 

and learning the Bible toward spiritual maturity by some of 

the students who stayed with the group.  

There was this time in the picture above that I was over-

joyed seeing the three grade10 students and four freshmen 

in a one afternoon BS. God was so faithful to us. Please con-

tinue to pray for the high school students that God would 

fill in them the desire to share the Gospel to their classmates 

and schoolmates in high school. Thank you so much! 


