
 

 

 

Hi Everyone! 

   

I’m talking to you from beautiful Laguna Beach, CA, where I’m spending time with 

friends for this week and thought it would be special to record outdoors so you, too, 

could see this glorious ocean view. 

 

Can you believe we are now in the last month of 2021?  What a year it has been for so 

many.  I suspect you, like me, have felt the challenges of all the issues we’ve dealt with 

as individuals, families, communities—of trying to leave a pandemic behind, returning 

to something approaching normality, but probably changed forever.     

 

One of the things I’ve been so grateful for this last year—something that has made a real 

difference in my life and I think in the lives of so many of you—is the BibleRoads 

Community.  In fact, last week The Wall Street Journal ran a big piece by a mental health 

expert who said that community is one of the five most important things as we enter this 

recovery period from the shutdown worldwide.  Reading that is a wonderful validation 

of what we’ve been doing since May of 2020, when we began the BibleRoads Biblical 

Community.  A huge thanks to each of you who have participated month after month as 

we met online, greeted one another warmly, and searched the Scriptures together.   

 

While we want to acknowledge how challenging the past year has been, it’s also a perfect 

time to look to December for what we most love about it: the story of the birth of Christ 

Jesus.  Indeed, it is the life of this humble, born-in-a-manger son of God that gives us the 

courage, hope, love, and joy to go forward with new resolve.  

 

This year, how will we celebrate Jesus’ appearance on earth? We may read the Gospel 

accounts of his birth. We may view the beautiful works of art, made through the 

centuries, that have depicted his birth. We may listen to magnificent music, like Handel’s 

Oratorio in The Messiah, which exalts his astounding life. We may attend one of the 

countless events in churches around the world that honor the arrival of a babe who would 

one day change the world forever! Yes, we are once again ready to celebrate this “old old 

story,” as the loved Christian hymn says. 

 

Only two of the Bible’s four Gospels actually tell the story of the birth of Jesus:  Matthew 

and Luke.  And, fortunately for readers, they share different details that, when combined, 

give us a fuller account.  Matthew seems to write from the perspective of Joseph, Mary’s 

husband; Luke, from the perspective of Mary.  Matthew focuses on the wealthy magi, the 

wise men who traveled from the East and escaped Herod’s trap.   



 

 

 

Luke focuses on the lowly shepherds in the field who heard the angels announce the 

arrival of a much-awaited Messiah.  Together, they give us a sense of the universality and 

sheer scope of the way this child would eventually upend the Roman empire and, 

ultimately, the entire world.   

 

So wherever we are, whoever we spend this Christmas season with—alone or with 

friends and family or even strangers—let us declare with Isaiah (40:5):  

 

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 

see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 
  

A blessed Christmas season to you. 

 


