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WIN $20.00 IN DRINKS- FIND THE EAGLE IN THE ADS 
In the last issue- the EAGLE was hidden in Eagle Hill Florist’s ad. The winner was Cindy Crouch. 
Put in your entries at the bar or email your entry to Joe Strollo editor: 
alpost228.newsletter@gmail.com  and  I will put in your entry( Location of eagle, name and 
phone #). Winner must claim their drinks in the lounge prior to the next issue of the 
newsletter or forfeit them.  
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COMMANDERS MESSAGE 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 

our officers and Executive Board members for the 

excellent job they are doing. Jack Jester keeps the 

club room running smoothly. Neal Metzbower 

always makes sure we have money to work with 

and our taxes are paid up to date.  Pres Jacobs 

does an excellent job of keeping our records up to 

date. Ted Cumings stays on top of service related 

issues and works with members trying to secure 

them benefits.  Bob Ritchie keeps track of our ill 

and bereaved members. Herb Prewitt keeps our 

doors fixed, light bulbs changed and other things 

that need repair. Wayne Bradley keeps our rowdy 

members under control during meetings and other 

affairs. Again, thank you all for doing an excellent 

job and keeping our post in top running condition.  

A special thank you to Larry Crouch, NESD 

Commander, for his guidance and support over the 

years. 

 

For everyone’s general information your post has a 

new hall rental contract which is effective January 

1st, 2017.  Your hall rental chair person is Joe Strollo 

and you can reach him at (410)-639-7338. Thanks 

for stepping up to take on this task. 

 

A big thank you to Mrs. Patsy Reihl for placing a 

wonderful full page ad in the Kent County 

Newspaper of our Rock Hall Home Town Heroes 

from Stg. Preston Ashley American Legion Post 228. 

She placed this ad to honor our Veterans on 

Veterans Day.  (See ad page included in this 

newsletter).  Also, another big thank you to Patsy 

for her generous contribution to the American 

Legion’s Scholarship Fund. We all appreciate your 

support and generosity to our Post.  

 

Our Post Everlasting ceremony was held on Sunday 

Nov. 13th and was well received again this year by 

all that were in attendance. We had 11 members 

who went into Post Everlasting in 2016. 

 

A special thank you to Mel Trego for heading up 

the senior’s Thanksgiving dinner, which was again a 

great success in November. Also thanks to all of the 

Legion Family members who stepped up for the 

occasion. 

 

Our Legion Christmas party was a huge success and 

the food was excellent. The dinner was catered by 

Chester River Seafood and was well received. 

Everyone had a good time, and the games were a 

lot of fun.  Thanks Pres and Cindy. A big thank you 

to Larry Crouch, Bob Ritchie, Pres Jacobs, Barb and 

Joe Strollo for helping with the task of setting up 

the hall for our Christmas party on December 16th.  

 

We would like to thank all of our new and old 

advertisers that have been with us since changing 

the format of our newsletter in 2013. Please 

support them and tell them you saw their ad in the 

newsletter. ALSO- WE INCREASED THE FIND THE 

EAGLE CONTEST TO $20.00 IN DRINKS. 

 

The Riders are holding their annual Valentine’s 

dance on February 11th at our Post. Please come 

out and support our family functions. 

 

This is an early reminder for you to write on your 

calendar that our next family meeting will be on 

March 14th at 7PM.  

 

I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and will 

have a prosperous and healthy New Year. 

 

Keep our service members and their families in 

your Prayers throughout the year. 

 

For God and Country. 

Walter V. Rodney, JR. Commander   
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AUXILIARY NEWS 

The last few months of 2016 have been busy for 

our Auxiliary with many events taking place.  

On Nov. 12th, member Patsy Townsend braved the 

wind and cold to sit at Bayside Foods with a Poppy 

display. As you may or may not know, we cannot 

sell Poppies as it is against National rules. 

Donations are accepted and Patsy collected over 

$130.00 in donations. She did an awesome job 

promoting the Poppy Program. Great job Patsy! 

Mel Trego again “chaired” the annual Senior 

Thanksgiving dinner. Most of the food was donated 

and special thanks go to members of the S.A.L. for 

cooking the turkeys. This event is looked forward 

to by our senior citizens not only for the meal, but 

the fellowship as well. Thanks to all who helped in 

any way! 

Our annual Post Everlasting ceremony was held on 

Nov. 13th. We remembered four of our dear ladies 

who are now at their eternal resting place.  

We are saddened to report the passing of member 

Sandy Ealy. We held a Draping of the Charter 

ceremony in her memory at our Dec. meeting. Our 

sincerest condolences to Diane and her family. 

Member Patsy Reihl honored the memory of our 

Post’s Hometown Heroes with a full page color ad 

in the Kent County newspaper over Veterans Day. 

A great tribute to each of them. Thank you Patsy! 

Member Edith “Frances” Landon crocheted lap 

blankets in memory of her mother, Virginia 

Warner. Miss Virginia was a past Auxiliary 

President and a very supportive member. The 

blankets will be distributed at local nursing homes 

in Chestertown where several of our Post Veterans 

now reside. Thanks Frances for remembering our 

Veterans and carrying on your mothers’ dedication 

to them! 

A local young man was hospitalized with a lifelong 

disease and had a matter of days left on earth. His 

favorite holiday was Christmas and our Mayor 

rallied townspeople together to take a bus and 

Christmas decorations to the hospital for him to 

enjoy. I called an executive meeting and requested 

the Auxiliary pay the $200.00 for the bus. 

Unanimously, it was voted to pay for the bus, and 

with other donations from townspeople and 

businesses this young man had his last Christmas. 

He passed away 3 days later in his sleep. Situations 

such as this are why we are here, to rally around 

those in need. “There but by the grace of God go I.” 

Our sincerest condolences to the Dreisbach family.  

We adopted 4 local families for Christmas with a 

total of 14 children. We were fortunate to provide 

a total of $1800.00 to assist these families in 

providing Christmas. Hopefully it will bring a 

twinkle in the eyes of these children. 

Our Children and Youth chairman Libby Creighton 

will be purchasing 40 headsets for students at RHES 

for use with their computers. 

We purchased 10 wreaths for the Wreaths Across 

America Wounded Warrior Project. Each Christmas 

a wreath is placed on graves at Arlington National 

Veterans Cemetery. It is such an honor to 

participate in remembering our Nations heroes.  

Now is the time to pay your 2017 dues. Please send 

them in with your payment of $21 for senior 

members ( 18 and over) or $5 for junior members 

as soon as possible.  Auxiliary membership cards 

are NOT at the bar this year due to the paperwork 

getting mixed up. Please send dues to membership 

chairman Chelsie Blackiston at 4982 Piney Neck 

Rd., Rock Hall Md. 21661 or to  ALA,  P.O. Box 207, 

Rock Hall Md. 21661 and she will mail your card 

promptly. Please do not wait until you are ready 

to go on vacation to get your card, they will not be 

at the bar so PLEASE pay early so your card can be 

mailed prior to needing it at the last minute. 

Continued 



 

AUXILIARY NEWS 
Con’t 

As of Dec. 31, 2016 your 2016 card will no longer 

be effective. In order to avoid not being able to 

enter any American Legion after Dec. 31 you will 

need a 2017 card.  

We welcome new members Lisa Sasser, Betsy 

Hahn, Bess Engle, Lori Brunner, and Kay Thompson.  

We look forward to your input.  

As you have read, members help in many ways. 

Some are actively attending meetings and 

functions while others are not able to do these 

things. Yet in their own way, each has something to 

offer. That’s why we are called a “Unit” throughout 

Department of Maryland and the National 

organization. It takes us all to promote our 

programs. THANK YOU Ladies for everything you 

do! 

There will not be a meeting in January. Our next 

regular meeting will be Feb. 7, 2017.  

As always check the Legion facebook page and the 

website for all pertinent information regarding the 

Auxiliary.  

 Please keep our Veterans and active duty military 

men and women and their families in your prayers 

now and always. 

Wishing each of you a happy, healthy, and blessed 

New Year! 

 In service to Veterans, Children & Youth and our 

Community, 

Cindy Crouch, Auxiliary President 

****************************************** 

The clothing bazaar at Perry Point VA hospital is 

scheduled for March 25th. 

We will be collecting good, usable clothing for both 

male and female Veterans who are patients at this 

hospital. All types of clothing are needed, coats, 

hats, socks, pants, shirts as well as shoes. 

Last year our Auxiliary spent over $100.00 on new 

underwear, t shirts, and socks. If you would like to 

purchase any of these items, sizes large, extra large 

and 2xl are needed most. 

If you, or someone you know, would like to make a 

donation to the bazaar, please drop items off at 

our Post or call and we will pick them up. 

I realize this is early, but when cleaning out your 

closets and dresser drawers to make room for 

those new Christmas gifts please don’t forget our 

Veterans! 

Thanking you in advance. 

Caroline Manley -Starr 

Veterans Affair Chairman 

***************************************** 

The Perry Point VA Medical Center provides a 

broad range of inpatient, outpatient and primary 

care services. As the largest inpatient facility in the 

VA Maryland Health Care System, the medical 

center provides inpatient medical, intermediate 

and long-term care programs, including nursing 

home care, rehabilitation services, geriatric 

evaluation and management, respite care, chronic 

ventilator care and hospice care. 

 

The Perry Point VA Medical Center is a leader in 

providing comprehensive mental health care to 

Maryland’s Veterans.  The medical center offers 

long and short-term inpatient and outpatient 

mental health care. 

 



AROUND THE POST-SONS RAFFLE AND PATSY SELLING POPPY’s 

  

  
 

 

CHAPLAIN’s CORNER         
By CHAPLAIN Bob Ritchie              

Our Post Everlasting ceremony was well attended. In the past year we had 11Post members go home to be with the Lord 
and we continue to pray for the loved ones left here as this time of the year is very stressful for them. 
 
We remembered December for the attack on Pearl Harbor 75 years ago. 
 
Our country is in a downward spiral I believe, because we have taken the spoken word of God out of our schools, work 
places and even our public buildings. We as Christians have to be outspoken to turn this around. 
 
Let us continue to pray for our community as I am really saddened to see the sign at the firehouse showing the number 
of drug overdoses and deaths. 
 
 We should all take a few minutes to pray for our wounded veterans in the hospitals as well as their families, and our 
Post members in nursing homes. 
 
Pray for our nation and the newly elected leaders that they continue to uphold the constitution as written by the 
founding Fathers. 
JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON, I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Bob Ritchie, Post Chaplain 410-708-2461 as always I am here for you.  
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SAL NEWS 

Well the New Year is upon us. With it, is the cold 
weather.  Please think of those who are less fortunate 
then you are, and especially our veterans and troops all 
over the world. 
 
On December 4, 2016 JR Trego, Bob Thomas, Steve 
Kendall, and myself attended the North Eastern Shore 
District meeting at the Jeff Davis Post in Centreville, Md. 
It was very informative. 
NESD American Legion Commander Larry Crouch 
advised that In April 2017 The Commander of the State 
of Maryland will be visiting Sgt. Preston Ashely Post 
228.  All Posts are welcome to attend the NESD 
meeting. 
  
Our Crossbow raffle was a success and the winner was 
Jack Miller from Rock Hall, Md. Our Thanksgiving dinner 
for the seniors and Veterans was a huge success and 
Mel Trego director of the dinner again did a great Job 
with the assistance of the Legion family and community 
help. 
Please welcome our new members to the Sons, Lenny 
Evans and David F. Felchock Jr.  
 
We encourage all our members new and old to attend 
our meetings (see calendar schedule) and become as 
active as you’re able to in our fundraisers and activities. 
Your SAL dues are due for 2017 .They have been raised 
for members to $15.00 (Adults) and for juniors (under 
18 years of age) to $10.00. You can pay at the Post on 
Fridays, Saturdays or Sundays and receive your card 
immediately or mail in your payment to SAL at Box 182 
Rock Hall,, Md  21661 and have your card mailed to you. 
Either way please make your payment as soon as 
possible. Again thanks to all that paid their dues last 
year and the ones that have paid already for 2017. 
 
Please note the meeting night changes for January and 
February 2017 ONLY. We will meet on the first 
Tuesday of these stated months and then go back to 
our regular scheduled meeting dates in March which is 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month. 
 
Just a little warm reminder, as you read this newsletter, 
thoughts and plans are already in the thinking   process   
for the upcoming Pit Beefs for 2017. 
  
Buster Blackiston ,Commander 

 

SERVICE OFFICER 
MESSAGES 

TED CUMINGS 

 

NO-COST ACCIDENTAL DEATH & DISMEMBERMENT 

INSURANCE.   

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust offers NO COST AD&D 

benefits to current members of the American Legion, 

the Legion Auxiliary, and the Sons of the Legion who 

are 18 years of age or older.  Coverage consists of a 

$5,000 accidental death benefit if a member is killed 

while on American Legion business, and up to a $1,000 

benefit for all other covered accidents.    There are NO 

health questions to be answered at sign-up and no 

other qualifications to be met.  If you are a paid-up 

member, you qualify. 

To sign up, go on-line to:  www.TheLIT.com, or enroll 

by phone at 1-800-235-6943.   

I SEE NO REASON WHY ALL OF US SHOULD NOT SIGN 

UP FOR THIS FREE BENEFIT! 

********************************************F

REE TRIP TO WASHINGTON DC MILITARY MEMORIALS AND 

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY. 

Our friends at Fellows, Helfenbein and Newnam 
Funeral Home are offering Kent County veterans 
the opportunity to travel to, and visit, Arlington 
National Cemetery and the War Memorials in 
Washington DC over the next few months.  Travel 
will be day trip by large van or bus (depending on 
the response to their offer)--and will be provided at 
NO EXPENSE to the veteran.  Times and dates of 
travel will be determined by your response.  To 
take advantage of this super opportunity, please 
call Gary Fellows at (410) 490-0556, or mail your 
information to Gary Fellows, P O Box 270, 
Millington MD 21651, or e-mail Gary 
at gary@fhnfuneralhome.com.  Include your name, 
phone number and branch of service.  
 I look forward to seeing you on one of these 
trips.   
 

http://www.thelit.com/
tel:(410)%20490-0556
mailto:gary@fhnfuneralhome.com


January 2017 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

1 2 3 4 5 
 

6 7 
Post Open 1 PM 

 

 

POOL Night 

 
 

 

6:00 Sal Gen Mtg 

700 AL. Exec. 
Mtg. 

 

Check Pool 
Schedule for Wed 
Pool Night 

 

 Post Open 4 PM Post Open Noon 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Post Open 1 PM 

 

POOL Night 

 

  7PM AL Riders 
Gen Mtg 

Post Open 4 PM 

 

 

Post Open Noon 

  

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Post Open 1 PM 

 

 

POOL Night 

Dr. M.L. 
King Jr. Day 

 

 

7:30 AL. Gen.  
Mtg. 

 

  Post Open 4 PM 

 

 

Post Open Noon 

 

 

 

22 30 24 25 26 27 28 
Post Open 1 PM 

 

POOL Night 

 

 

 

  

 

Post Open 4 PM 

 

 

 

Post Open Noon 

29  31     
Post Open 1 PM 

 

 

POOL Night 

 
 

 

 

    

 

        

  

       



February 2017 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

   1 2 3 4 
 

 

 

 

 Check Pool 
Schedule  for 

Wednesday Pool 

 

 Post Open 4 PM Post Open Noon 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Post Open 1 PM 

 

POOL Night 

 

6:00 Sal. Gen 
Mtg. 

7:00 Aux. Gen. 
Mtg. 

7:00 AL. Exec. 
Mtg. 

 

 7:00 AL Riders 
Gen Mtg. 

 

Post Open 4 PM 

 

 

Post Open Noon  

Riders Valentines 
Dance 7PM 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Post Open 1 PM 

 

 

POOL Night 

Presidents 
Day 

 

 

 

  Post Open 4 PM 

 

 

Post Open Noon 

 

 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Post Open 1 PM 

 

POOL Night 

 
 

7:30 AL. Gen. 
Mtg. 

 

  Post Open 4 PM 

 

 

 

Post Open Noon 

26 
Post Open 1 PM 

28 
POOL Night 

t  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

        



AROUND THE POST- SENIOR’s THANKSGVING DINNER 
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LEGION MEMEBRSHIP REPORT:           As of the writing of this membership report of statement paid to the Department 
Headquarters as of Dec. 16th, we have 257 members paid up compared to 285 this time last year.  We are lagging a little 
behind. Please check your Legion card and if it’s not 2017, it would be greatly appreciated if you could send in your dues 
for 2017 so our Post can maintain its high membership rating.  
Some of you are receiving a notice from National requesting you to pay your 2017 dues. Check your cards to see if it is 
current and if not send us your current payment of $26.00. Our Post does not send out notices.  If you have a 2017 
membership card- just disregard that notice or call me to verify that you are paid up to date. H (410-639-7422) and C (410-
708-7046). I WILL DO ANYTHING TO HELP YOU WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP. Our goal this year is 314 members paid up.  
The winning members in our early bird drawing of a $50.00 gift card are: Adam C. Forbes, Timothy D. Moore, David R. 
Chance, Erik Hasselbach and Lee D. Vaughan. All members who paid by Nov. 1st are also entitled to a 2 drink credit in our 
lounge. The 2 drinks must be redeemed by June 30th, 2017, the end of the Legion year. Your credit will be kept at the bar 
and will be given to you at your request. PUFL’s are included.  
 
Remember it’s not the dues you pay to belong; it’s the dues you paid to be eligible. Yours in Americanism,  
Walter V. Rodney, JR. Commander  
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IMPORTANT  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WELCOME NEW LEGION MEMBERS: 

Welcome aboard to our new members: 

Gene D. Ashley, Robert V. Baker, John M. 

Lennon, Charles Robinson, and George 

Deneault. 

************************************* 

HALL RENTAL INFORMATION: 

For Hall pricing and availability- contact Joe 

Strollo 410-639-7338. We now require that 

a contract be signed to reserve your time. 

************************************ 

FIND THE EAGLE- WIN $20.00 IN 

DRINKS SEE EDITOR’S MESSAGE 



AROUND THE POST- RIDERS TOY RUN, SAL KIDS CHRISTMAS & POST CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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RIDERS NEWS BY PAM POWELL, ALR SECRETARY 

 

We hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. Let’s hope that this year is as successful as last 
year. 
The Riders had their annual dinner this year at the Harbor Shack on December 8th. We had an excellent turnout and a 

good time was had by all. 

We helped a Veterans family with meals for the Christmas day which included breakfast, lunch and dinner. We also 

helped another Veterans family that has 8 children by donating clothing for Christmas. 

Bob Greenwald’s annual toy ride had 52 dedicated bikes ride this year and as usual it was a great success. 

Our Valentines Dance will be Saturday February 11th at the Legion from 7:00 to 11:00pm. We urge all to attend and 

make this a huge success.  Please mark your calendars!!!! 
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2016-2017 OFFICERS 

 

 

Commander –Vernon Rodney 

410-639-7422 

Commander-Buster Blackiston 

410-708-6541 

President-Cindy Crouch 

410-490-3486 

Director- Gerald Creighton 

410-708-1514 

 Vice Commander Larry Crouch 1
st 

Vice-Bob Thomas 1
st 

Vice- Chelsie Blackiston Asst. Director-Bob Lewis 

410-639-7041 
Adjutant-Preston Jacobs 

410-348-2370 

2
nd 

Vice-Kenny Neal 

443-480-6501 

2
nd 

Vice- Holly Smith 

610-357-1762 
Tre./Road Cap.-Bob Pyfer 
 

 
410-778-6277 
 
 

302-528-5436 410-725-1695 443-553-6253 

Treasurer-Neal Metzbower Adjutant-Hal Hopkins Secretary- Lacey Cox Road Captain-Tom Lins 

410-778-2652 443-480-8588 443-480-4501      410-708-6917 

Historian- Butch Price Treasurer- Joe Strollo Treasurer-Libby Creighton Secretary-Pam Powell 

410-708-9730 
 

410-708-2045 410-708-8530      443-480-3657 

Chaplain-Bob Ritchie Chaplain-J.R.Trego Chaplain-Joyce Bradley      Sgt. At Arms-Ricky Kendall 

410-708-2461 410-708-9395 410-708-6280      410-708-2393 

Service Off-Ted Cumings Historian-Mark Joiner Historian-Carolyn Metzbower  
410-920-8778 410-778-5608 410-778-2652  
Sgt. At Arms- Wayne Bradley Sgt. At Arms-Steve Kendall Sgt. At Arms- Caroline Starr  
410-708-6281       410-490-4876 410-639-2192  
    
    


