
SESSION 1 – SMALL GROUP LEADER’S GUIDE 

John 11:1-44 (Part 1) 

 

Dear Small Group Leader: 

 

Thank you for taking the time to prepare and lead your group! Included are some possible answers, follow-up 

questions, and other resources. Feel free to tailor and rearrange the material to fit the needs of your particular group. 

 

As you can tell, this study guide is divided into two sections: 

• Introductory Material 

o Review of the Sermon Notes 

o Open in Prayer 

o Time of Worship 

o Community Building Discussion 

o Suggested Order of Questions 

• Study Material 

o Word: How this truth should be understood 

o Worship: How this truth affects your heart 

o Work: How this truth works out in your life 

• Sharing and Prayer 

 

There is no need for you to go through every single one of the questions and answers! However, it is helpful to have 

some sort of flow and direction to your discussion. As you begin each section, consider thinking through how you 

want to order the questions and how much time to give each section. To that end, we will give you a “Suggested 

Order of Questions” that you may or may not want to consider using. 

 

Our hope is that this would be a fruitful time for you all as you study the gospel of John and allow your gaze of Jesus 

to affect your own understanding of life through the lens of faith. If you have any questions, feel free to contact the 

pastoral staff. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Mat 

 

 
 

 

  



Review of Sermon Notes 

Personal Fear 1) ______________________, 2) ______________________ 
 

I. We should believe in Christ because of his POWER  
 

Key Idea (for today): The purpose is to grow our faith, by seeing the glory of Christ, as manifest in the power 
of resurrection  
Practical Truth: Trust Christ because he is powerful 

 
A. Belief is more than faith in ideas, it is faith in a Person  

 
 Practical Application  

a) Connect theological truths to the person of Christ  
b) To grow in faith, get to know Jesus the object of our faith 

 
B. Belief trusts that the resurrection rewrites our story  

 
II. We should believe in Christ because of his LOVE  
 

NEXT WEEK! 

 
Key Idea: The purpose is to grow our faith, by seeing the glory of Christ, as manifest in the power of the resurrection. 
Practical Truth: Trust Christ because he is powerful. 
 

--- 

 

Open in Prayer 

Some thoughts and suggestions for your prayer time:  

• New Small Group season: As you kick off another season of small groups, pray that your small group would 

be growing in a love for Christ and for one another. Pray for unity, honesty, and humility with one another as 

people share, as well as sweet times of fellowship together. 

• Small Group Leaders: Pray for loving and tender hearts as the SGLs shepherd the rest of the group. 

• Those who are new: Pray that SGs would provide an opportunity for those who are newer to get plugged 

into the church family. Pray also that the church family would be looking out for those who might be newer. 

 

Time of Worship 

Spend time in musical worship. Some suggestions include:  

• In Christ Alone 

• Now Why This Fear? 

 

Community Building Discussion 

Ask the group either of the following questions. 

  

What is an experience or event that happened to you that drastically changed your understanding or 

appreciation of something (funny or serious)?  

 



Transition: In our passage for this week, Jesus famously raises his friend Lazarus from the dead. It’s 

interesting to imagine how Lazarus’ understanding and appreciation of life, death, and his faith in Jesus 

would have changed. Though he would die again, I imagine that Lazarus gained a greater understanding of 

Jesus’ words “I am the resurrection and the life,” and in turn, a greater faith to trust in Jesus’ power. Though 

we might not experience the exact same things that Lazarus did, his life is, in many ways, a paradigm/living 

object lesson of the Christian life. As believers, we not only have the hope of future resurrection, but we get 

to experience Christ’s power today as a present and personal reality. His power is reason for us to trust Him 

with every part of our lives. 

 

- OR - 

 

What are you afraid of? Serious or otherwise? 

 

Transition: Our passage this week addresses in so many ways the practical topic of fear. All of us are no 

stranger to the concept of fear, whether it’s fear of our children failing, fear of not having enough money, 

fear of opening up, etc. In our text, we see that while the fear of the disciples and even the fear of Martha 

and Mary are different, they too have fears – particularly the fear of death. But in our text we also see how 

fears are addressed when met with faith. And in our text we’re reminded that we confront our fears – 

whatever it may be – when we better have faith in who Jesus is.  

 

Key Idea: The purpose is to grow our faith, by seeing the glory of Christ, as manifest in the power of the resurrection.  

Practical Truth: Trust Christ because he is powerful. 

 

Read the Text 

Have everyone turn to John 11:1-44, and either take turns reading portions, or have someone in the group read it 

aloud. 

 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who 

anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent 

to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. 

It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 

longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The 

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus 

answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 

the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After 

saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples 

said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 

that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am 

glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his 

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 



17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning 

their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in 

the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 

know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 

Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and 

believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

 

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling 

for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the 

village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to 

weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 

with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid 

him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But 

some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 

 

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, 

“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for 

he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 

God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 

heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 

The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

Suggested Order of Questions: 

• With the whole group: Word #2, 3; Worship #1 

• In smaller groups: Worship #2, 3; Work #2 

  

Word: How this truth should be understood 

 

1. Read vv. 5-16 and compare Jesus’ actions and motives with the disciples’ actions and motives. What do 

you notice about some of the things that were important to the disciples vs. the things that were important to 

Jesus? 

 

Answer 

The disciples are (understandably) reluctant to go back to Judea because they want to preserve their lives, 

whereas Jesus wants to go back in order to give life to Lazarus. In vv. 9-10, Jesus knows that it is God the 

Father who ultimately determines his times and opportunities for ministry, not his enemies, and so he had to 

be obedient while it was still “day.” 



 

John MacArthur explains vv. 9-10: “During the light of the sun, most people did their work safely. When 

darkness came, they stopped. The proverbial saying, however, had a deeper meaning. As long as the Son 

performed the Father’s will (i.e., during the daylight period of his ministry when he is able to work), he was 

safe. The time would soon come (nighttime) when, by God’s design, his earthly work would end and he 

would “stumble” in death. Jesus was stressing that as long as he was on earth doing God’s will, even at this 

late time in his ministry, he would safely complete God’s promises.” 

 

As Pastor Kim also mentioned, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus are often the first people that come to mind with 

this passage, but Jesus is thinking about how he can minister to his disciples as well. In v. 15, Jesus says 

that for their sake, he is glad that he was not with Lazarus at that moment so that his miracle might lead 

them to believe.  

 

2. How is Jesus’ “I am” statement in v. 25 different than what Martha affirms in v. 24?  

 

Answer  

Martha is correct in affirming a final resurrection in the last days, which was consistent with Jewish belief 

and even some of Jesus’ other teaching (John 5:21, 25-29; 6:39-44, 54). However, when Jesus says, “I am 

the resurrection and the life,” he is not only talking about a future event or theological concept. He is talking 

about a present and personal reality. He points to himself as the resurrection and the life. D.A. Carson says, 

“Jesus’ concern is to divert Martha’s focus from an abstract belief in what takes place on the last day, to a 

personalized belief in him who alone can provide it.” 

 

3. In v. 6, John mentions that Jesus “stayed two days longer in the place where he was” after hearing the news 

that Lazarus was ill and in vv. 17, 39, he notes that Lazarus has already “been dead four days.” Compare 

this with Jesus’ raising of the dead in Luke 7:11-16 and Luke 8:40-56. Why do you think John seems to 

emphasize that detail? 

 

Answer 

John mentions the length of time to highlight a sense of finality with Lazarus’ death (or as Pastor Kim 

referenced from The Princess Bride, Lazarus wasn’t just “mostly dead”). In fact, as v. 39 says, Lazarus 

wasn’t only dead, but his body probably stunk too. When Jesus raised the son of the widow of Nain and 

Jairus’ daughter in Luke 7:11-16; 8:40-56, they had probably just died, but for Lazarus, several days had 

already passed and his body had already been laid in the tomb. However, it is in light of the timing and 

circumstances of Lazarus’ death that John highlights the magnitude of Jesus’ resurrection power. As v. 4 

puts it, it set the stage to display the glory of God. At the end of ch. 11, we see that this particular miracle 

leads some Jews to believe in Him and others to want to kill Him. 

 

Worship: How this truth affects your heart 

1. Pastor Kim said, “Belief is more than faith in ideas. It is faith in a person.” In our passage, Martha had a 

general, but vague and distant, understanding of resurrection until Jesus takes the resurrection event and 

connects it to himself. Where do you see this play out in your own Christian life? Are there any areas that 

you tend to see or treat as just ideas or theological truths rather than connected to the person of Jesus? 

 



Sample answers  

• God’s love: God’s love is not an abstract, mushy type of love. While there are human analogies to 

God’s love for us, God’s love is also so different from our human perception of love. Romans 5:8 

says that God demonstrated his love for us tangibly by sending his Son to die for us while we were 

still sinners. 1 John 4:19 says that we only love because he first loved us. 

 

• “Everything will be okay”: While you could say that this principle is generally true for the believer, if 

we separate this from the person of Christ, it can become a circumstantially-based promise that 

offers little comfort rather than an assurance coming from a Good Shepherd (e.g. Psalm 23). 

Romans 8:28-30 clarifies that our “good” according to God isn’t always what we might first perceive 

as “good,” but what makes us more like Christ. 

 

• Bible Reading: The discipline of Bible reading, learning theology, obeying God’s commandments, 

etc. are all good things, but apart from the person of Christ, we can see it simply as information to 

learn or things to do, rather than a person who we get to know. 

 

2. At the beginning of the message, Pastor Kim encouraged us to write down a specific fear that we struggle 

with. How does this passage help you with that fear? How does knowing that your story takes place within 

God’s new story of resurrection change things? 

 

Answers will vary 

 

3. The word “believe” appears seven times in this passage. Over and over again, Jesus reiterates that the 

circumstances, the miracle, his activity (and inactivity) serve the greater purpose of displaying the glory of 

God (v. 4) and leading others to greater faith (v. 15, 25-27, 42). Think of a difficult circumstance in your life. 

How could God be using that as a means of growing your faith or the faith of others around you? 

 

Answers will vary 

 

Work: How this truth works out in your life 

1. Think of someone you know who is suffering. How would you take the truths of this sermon to encourage 

them? 

 

Sample answers 

• In v. 4, Jesus says of Lazarus’ illness: “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, 

so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Death didn’t have the final word with Lazarus’ 

illness, but God’s glory was displayed only through Lazarus’ death and consequent resurrection. In 

other words, God operates differently than we would. The very thing that Mary and Martha feared 

(Lazarus’ death) became the vehicle to show God’s glory. 

• God is not bound to our own timetables. Even when things appeared hopeless and like it was too 

late to the human perspective, Jesus was still able.  

• If Jesus has resurrection power to defeat death, the greatest enemy, then there is nothing that he 

cannot do in our lives.  



• Jesus, the resurrection and the life, is better than just our often vague, abstract, familiar, and 

distant theological ideas. The more that we are able to get to know Jesus and his power, the more 

we are able to trust him with all of life. 

 

2. When Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, he demonstrates the extent of his ability—he has resurrection 

power over the greatest enemy, death itself. Yet, as Christians, we can treat Jesus as if he is not powerful 

enough to do some of the things that we ask for in our lives. What are some of those things in your life that 

seem beyond you? Spend some time praying those things to God. 

 

Answers will vary 

 

3. Jesus’ statement “I am the resurrection and the life” speaks not just of a future event, but of a present and 

personal reality. Choose one of the passages below and jot down some truths about the believer’s 

resurrection life that you can be meditating on this week: 

a. Romans 6:1-14 

b. Colossians 3:1-4 

c. 1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

Sample answers 

• Romans 6:1-14 – Resurrection life means that we have been united with Christ and therefore died 

to sin and raised with him to new life. The power of sin no longer enslaves us, but we have been 

set free. Those who have been set free from the power of sin should a life that is evident of that 

reality. 

• Colossians 3:1-4 – Paul mentions a past, present, and future dimension. I have been raised with 

Christ. He is now my life and I am hidden with Him in God. When Christ appears, I will appear with 

Him in glory. 

• 1 Peter 1:3-9 – As believers, we have salvation now but we also possess a living hope of an 

imperishable and unfading inheritance kept for us in the future, secured by the resurrection of 

Christ from the dead. It is a living hope that we can rejoice in, even in the midst of trial.  

 

Now many commentators are quick to point out that Lazarus lived only to die another day—and that’s true… But the 

life Lazarus lived that day and for the rest of his days was in many ways a picture, a parable, a living object lesson of 

what resurrection life looks like, even for you and me right now. You see, not too many days later, Lazarus and his 

sisters would hear of Jesus’ death on a cross just down the road from Bethany, and the grief and fear that overtook 

them would be matched only by the great joy that would flood their hearts three days later when they learned he had 

risen again. Every day Lazarus lived after that first Easter would be lived knowing that he was living on the down 

payment of the everlasting life that Jesus promised. His entire life orientation would be changed, because he knew 

that God was present and active right now, and that all he enjoyed in this life was just a foretaste of the life to come. 

The life that you and I also live, though not out of reach of sin and death, is a life that is lived in anticipation of our 

own resurrection, because it is a life lived in the glorious light of Easter. 

(Eric Landry) 

 

--- 

 



Sharing and Prayer 
1. The theme of our study in John is “to awaken and advance faith.” As you think about this season, what is one 

area in which you’d like to grow in living out your faith? Write this down and prepare to follow-up and track God’s 

work in our future sessions! 
 
Be sure to follow-up on their prayer requests week to week as a way of tracking and encouraging change! 
 

 
 
 
 

2. What are some ways that you’d like to apply what you just learned to that one area you’d like to grow in living out 
your faith? 
 
 

 
 
 

3. Share other prayer requests. 

 

 

   


