
Introduction to The Synoptic Gospels 
(Part 5 of 6)

The Gospel according to Saint 
Matthew

The same light of faith and the same 
broad outline of Christ’s life naturally 
occur in Matthew as well as in Mark, but 
with quite a different emphasis. To begin 
with, the plan is not the same and is much 
more elaborate: Matthew is divided into 
five books each consisting of a discourse 
introduced and led up to by painstakingly 
selected narrative matter; these five 
books, plus stories of the Infancy and of 
the Passion, are combined to form a well-
knit whole of seven sections. It is possible 
that this arrangement, which is so clear 
in Matthew, goes back to the Aramaic 
gospel and that it is traceable also in 
Mark’s brief account; but whether this is 
so or not, it remains true that, as we have 
already seen, Matthew used his sources 
with great freedom in order to reach his 
carefully mapped out ensemble which 
is so brilliantly adapted for teaching 
purposes. The fact that his gospel also 
reports Christ’s teaching much more 
fully than Mark, and stresses specially 

the theme of ‘the kingdom of heaven’ 
(4:17+), makes it a dramatic account in 
seven acts of the coming of the kingdom 
of heaven. These acts are as follows: 1. 
The preparation of the kingdom in the 
person of the child – Messiah, ch. 1-2. 2. 
The formal proclamation of the charter 
of the kingdom to the disciples and the 
public, i.e. the Sermon on the Mount, 
ch. 3-7. 3. The preaching of the kingdom 
by missionaries whose credentials (the 
‘signs’ which are to confirm the word) 
are now hinted at by several miracles 
done by Jesus himself; the missionaries 
receive their instructions, ch. 8-10. 4. 
The obstacles with which the kingdom 
will meet from men, and which are 
part of God’s deliberate design that the 
kingdom should come without show, 
even imperceptibly, as illustrated in the 
parables of the concluding Instruction, 
11:1 – 13:52. 5. Its embryonic existence 
in the group of disciples with Peter at 
their head; the rules of this Church in the 
making are outlined in the concluding 
Instruction on the Community, 13:53 
– 18:35. 6. The crisis, provoked by 
the increasing hostility of the Jewish 
leaders, which is to prepare the way for 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 224
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways!
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 30 December 2019 - SAT 5 January 2020
MON: 1 JN 2:12-17,  LK 2:36-40 TUE: 1 JN 2:18-21, JN 1:1-18 WED: Solemnity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God THU: 1 JN 2:22-28, JN 1:19-28 FRI: 1 JN 
2:29–3:6, JJN 1:29-34 SAT: 1 JN 3:7-10, JN 1:35-42

29 December 2019 Year AThe Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. My P@rish 150 is a book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project

Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article by 31 Dec 2019.



PARISH NEWS 

INFANT BAPTISM – The next Infant 
Baptism service will be incorporated into 
11.00am Mass, held on 9 Feb ‘20 (Sun).  
Parents and Godparents are required to attend 
a preparatory session on 8 Feb ‘20 (Sat) at 
3.30pm. Application Forms can be obtained 
from the Parish Office and must be submitted 
by 12 Jan ‘20 (Sun). 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 
years in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), 
Orchard Hotel Singapore. Tables now open 
for sale $2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES 
AND SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@
hotmail.com Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@
gmail.com

31 DEC 2019 THANKSGIVING DINNER 
7.30pm Grand Banquet Restaurant (opp SPP) 
Ticket price: $550 per table. Tickets can be 
purchased at secretary office.

CATECHISM CLASS 2020 - class begins 
on 19 January 2020 at 9.30am at Cana, 55 
Waterloo Street, #02-01, Singapore 187954. 
For Enquiries, plse contact parish office. 

NEW YEAR: 31 DEC ‘19 - 530pm Vespers, 
630pm mass (solemnity of Mary mother of 
God) 1 JAN ‘20: 9.00am mass

Please take note of the information printed in 
the 2019-2020 Ordo. The readings for the days 
from Jan 6 - Jan 11 ‘20 were not correctly placed. 
Kindly take note of the information below.
Jan 6 Mon after Epiphany (Psalter week II).
R1 1 Jn 3, 22-4, 6;  Ps 2, 7-8. 10-11.  
Go Mt 4, 12-17. 23-25.
Jan 7 Tue after the Epiphany (Psalter week II).

Or: White. St Raymond of Penyafort, Priest.
R1 1 Jn 4, 7-10;  Ps 71, 1-2. 3-4ab. 7-8. 
Go Mk. 6, 34-44
Jan 8 Wed after the Epiphany (Psalter week II).
R1 1 Jn 4, 11-18;  Ps 71, 1-2. 10-11. 12-13. 
Go Mk 6, 45-52.
Jan 9 Thu after the Epiphany (Psalter week II).
R1 1 Jn 4, 19—5, 4; Ps 71, 1-2. 14 and 15bc. 
17. Go Lk 4, 14-22a
Jan 10 Fri after the Epiphany (Psalter week II).
R1 1 Jn 5, 5-13;  Ps 147, 12-13. 14-15. 19-20. 
Go Lk 5, 12-16.
Jan 11 Sat after the Epiphany (Psalter week II).
R1 1 Jn 5, 14-21;  Ps 149, 1-6. 9.  
Go Jn. 3, 22-30
 
NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

ACMI Skills Development for Foreign 
Domestic Workers Last chance to register 
for English Language, Haircutting, Cooking, 
Computer and Guitar. Download the course 
schedule here: bit.ly/33hi2Tv. Courses are 
conducted at Agape Village, 7A Lor 8 Toa 
Payoh, Singapore 319264. To register contact 
Jan or Theresa: 8600 3583 or visit Agape 
Village, Level 3 on 30 Dec, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 12 Jan from 10.00am – 5.00pm to register. 
Registration will close on 12 Jan!

2020!  Let’s get together to RAISE THE 
PRAISE to our God who will lead us into 
the new year.  Join us - and Jesse Manibusan, 
ValLimar Jansen, Fr Kamelus Kamus CICM, 
Fr Edward Lim OCD and Fr Derrick Yap OFM 
to an evening of music and song.  RAISE THE 
PRAISE with us - 10 Jan ‘20 (Fri) Church 
of St Bernadette 11 Jan ‘20 (Sat)Church of 
St Ignatius 7.45 pm (doors open 7.30 pm) 
Contribution: $25 Email: canaevents2019@
gmail.com or 63384080 or 69068447 or 
91768909

which is the subject of the concluding 
Eschatological Instruction, ch. 19 – 25. 
7. Lastly, the coming itself, a coming 
effected through suffering and triumph, 
through the Passion and resurrection, ch. 
26 – 28.

The kingdom of God (of the ‘heavens’ 
in Matthew) is the reassertion of God’s 
dominion as King over men who at last 
know him, serve him and love him. This 
kingdom was prepared and foretold in 
the Old Testament. Matthew therefore, 
writing among Jews for Jews, makes a 
special point of demonstrating that the 
scriptures are fulfilled in the person and 
work of Jesus. In every significant passage 
of his work he makes use of the Old 
Testament to prove that Law and prophets 
are ‘fulfilled’ – a phrase which means that 
their hopes have been not only realised 
but have also been perfected, ennobled, 
surpassed. As applied to the person of 
Jesus: he appeals to Old Testament texts 
for his Davidic descent (1:1-17), for his 
virgin birth (1:23) at Bethlehem (2:6), 
for his stay in Egypt and his settling at 
Capernaum (4:14-16), for his messianic 
progress into Jerusalem (21: 5, 16); as 
applied to the work of Jesus: he appeals  
to Old Testament texts for cures (11:4-5); 
and finally as applied to the teachings of 
Jesus: this ‘fulfils’ the Law (5:17) while 
raising it to further heights (5:21-48; 
19:3-9, 16-21). Matthew asserts equally 
strongly that the scriptures are also 
fulfilled in the lowliness of Christ’s person 
and in what humanly seems to be the 
frustration of his work. In this way God’s 
plan contains, and the Old Testament 
foretells: the massacre of the Innocents 
(2:17f), the hidden life at Nazareth (2:23), 
the gentle compassion of the ‘servant of 
God’ (12:17-21; cf. 8:17; 11:29; 12:7), 
the disciples’ desertion (26:31), the paltry 
price of betrayal (27:9-10), the arrest 

(26:54) and the three days’ burial (12:40); 
in this way too the Old Testament foretold 
the unbelief of the Jews (13:13-15), too 
tenacious of their man-made traditions 
(15:7-9), who could be approached only 
by teaching through the veil of parables 
(13:14-15, 35); Matthew is not the only 
one of the three Synoptics to make use of 
arguments from the Old Testament, but 
even apart from the fact that they might 
have been copying Matthew Aramaic 
in this, Matthew relies so heavily on 
this argument that he has made it one of 
the chief characteristics of his gospel. 
Remembering this and recalling the 
gospel’s systematic structure, the work 
can be aptly described as the great 
charter of the new order which, in Christ, 
completes God’s plan. For Jesus is the 
Son of God (Matthew emphasises this 
more than Mark; cf. 14:33; 16:16; 22:2; 
27:40, 43) and as his teachings is the new 
Law that fulfils the old, so the Church 
which he built on Peter (16:18), and of 
which he is the keystone rejected by the 
builders (21:42), is the same messianic 
community as that of the Old Testament, 
but universalised, since God has allowed 
those who were first invited to decline 
(23:34-38; cf. 10:5-6, 23; 15:24); this was 
so that he might throw open the gate of 
salvation to all nations (8:11-12; 21:33-
46; 22:1-10; cf. 12:18, 21; 28:19). It is 
easy to see why a gospel as complete and 
as neatly arranged as this and written more 
grammatically (though less attractively) 
than Mark’s should have appealed to 
the early Church and been used by it in 
preference to others.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

NOTES FROM TALK ON PLENARY 
INDULGENCE by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD on 
27 July 2019 is now available at the SPP 150th 
Anniversary microsite. Please visit https://
www.spp150.com/formation


