
Love Letter to the Book of Jonah  
 
Dear Book of Jonah: 
 
Through my relationship with you I have learned how God's justice and God's love can 
often be a challenge to my human understanding of the world, even as a Christian.    
 
You do this through your story of Jonah and show how Jonah's actions present some 
very hard questions that I must answer, which are relevant to my own life.   
 
In your story, God calls on Jonah to prophesy to Nineveh in Assyria. Nineveh is the 
archetypal wicked city and the greatest enemy of Israel. God has heard of the 
wickedness of Nineveh and wants the people to change their ways, and come to God. 
God is trying to do something good for Nineveh, and is asking Jonah to be a blessing to 
them.   
 
Jonah, however, didn't think this was a good idea. Bringing the Assyrians “into the 
family,” so to speak, couldn’t be good for Israel.   
 
To Jonah, the Lord was supposed to be a supreme national God, a God who should 
stand with his people against their Gentile enemies. He felt God should help Israel by 
bringing punishment on Nineveh. Jonah's idea of justice is punishment. 
 

 Questions I must ask of myself:    
 

 #1: Am I more comfortable with an image of God who is like me, on my side, and 
ready to dispense punishment on people who disagree with my view of the 
world - - or an image of God who is on everyone's side, seeking justice to 
make things right and whole again through healing and reconciliation?  

 
#2   Am I comfortable being a vehicle of goodness and blessing to my enemies - 

or even some body who has wronged me - or even those who look and act 
different from me?  

 
Well, Jonah didn't like God's idea, so when God says go east to Nineveh, Jonah catches 
the first boat headed west -  he's headed to the end of the known world. 
 
 The question I must ask of myself:  
 
 Do I sometimes hide from God's message because it doesn't fit into my own 
 world view of the way things should be, my own ideas of right and wrong?        
  
So, on the boat, Jonah sleeps while pagan mariners try to save his life from a storm God 
whipped up. Despite evidence showing Jonah's responsibility for the storm and even 
Jonah telling them to throw him overboard - the pagan mariners row on.  
 
Only after all effort has been given with no success, they reluctantly throw Jonah 
overboard.   
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 The question I must ask of myself: 
 
 Would I be willing, at risk of my own life, to help a stranger in this way -  
 someone not part of my group, one of "them" or "those people?” 
 
After being thrown overboard, Jonah goes down to the City of the Dead called Sheol.  
But God sends a great fish to swallow him up and rescues Jonah.   
 
In the Hebrew tradition its a three day journey - either to or from Sheol - so Jonah is in 
for a long, nasty, smelly, "time-out" where he can think about what God has done for 
him. 
 
But Jonah, rather than showing repentance and asking for forgiveness, comes up with a 
prayer of piety and praise, speaking words that differ greatly from his actions. 
 
 The question I must ask of myself: 
 
 Do I ever try to sweet talk God - and flatter myself - by saying the words that I 
 hope God wants to hear and make me feel good about myself, while deep 
 down holding very selfish, self-centered thoughts? 
 
So, God forgives at even the least sign of repentance and tells Jonah a second time to 
get up and go to Nineveh, to advocate for God and speak God's truth.   
 
Finally he does go, they accept God’s message - and turn from their evil ways! Great, 
right? Not for Jonah.   
 
Rather than being happy about his success on behalf of God, Jonah is displeased and 
angry. 
 
He prays to the Lord and said, “O Lord!  Is not this what I said while in my own country?  
That is why I fled in the beginning... I knew that you were a gracious God and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing.   
And now, O Lord please take my life ... for it is better ... to die... than to live."   
 
Jonah prefers to die rather than live in a world that doesn't conform to his understanding 
of justice and live with God's compassion and love for outsiders, even the enemy of 
Israel.  
 
In closing, Book of Jonah, what a great companion you have been in revealing the true 
nature of God's Justice through healing and reconciliation, and God's understanding of 
the human family, which includes everyone.   
 
Thank you Book of Jonah, you have shown me that I don't want to be like Jonah. 
 
Love,  
 
Bob Day 


