
Sermon 171: Romans 12:18: Blessed are the Peacemakers: Part Three

OUTLINE

The peace we are to pursue is a peace from the heart
The peace we are to pursue is a peace with all
The peace we are to pursue is a peace that has principles

INTRODUCTION

One of the jobs of an ambassador is to keep the peace or initiate peace proceedings.  We 
are ambassadors for Christ.  Despite the public image Christianity has often had as public 
enemy number one, it is the job of every Christian to seek peace with all.  Paul puts it this 
way in Romans 12:18, ‘If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.’  
However, there are particular hurdles that we face in this endeavour.  We have to pursue a 
heart of peace not only actions; we have to pursue peace with our friends and our enemies, 
and we have to pursue peace without violating the truth we also stand for; we are 
peacemakers but not a peacekeeping force, our weapons are the word and Spirit not guns 
and armies.  
We have already stated that Paul is summarising the teaching of Christ from places like the 
Sermon on the Mount, so we will being our look at these truths by listening to what Christ 
has to say before we move to Paul specific instructions.  What we want to show today is 
that the peace we are to pursue is to be a keep from the heart, a peace with all, and a 
peace with principles.

The peace we are to pursue is a peace from the heart  

"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment.' 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; 
and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if you are offering your 
gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave 
your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with 
him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and 
you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the 
last penny.’  Matt. 5:21-26 is understood to be the basic rulebook for the peacemaker.

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus is doing something very important.  Jesus is correctly 
interpreting the law.  The Jews were being tyrannised by false teachers from within their 
own religion and a redefinition of law had taken place.  The Jews believed that by a mix of 
law and grace they would be able to make themselves righteous before God.  Inevitably all 
forms of self-righteousness will have to redefine and soften the law to put it within the reach
of fallen men.  The law and its standards had suffered while a strict rulebook of manmade 
traditions was being imposed on the people.  Jesus came to bring a true interpretation of 
the law back to the people.  In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus teaching is a double edged 
sword.  On the one hand it would correctly interpret the OT law, what some have called the 
heart or spirit of the law.  This is found in the wording of v21-22 where Jesus says, ‘You 
have heard it said…but I say to you….’  The second purpose was to expose the sin of a 
people who thought they were righteous by comparing them to full meaning of the law.  
This is what Jesus is doing in this section.



To be a peacemaker one cannot only be concerned about outward peace, all of our actions 
flow from our hearts and so we need to eliminate the anger from our hearts.  Therefore 
Jesus says in v22, ‘But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable
to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 
'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire.’  The seed that gives birth to the fruit of murder is 
anger.  Please notice what Jesus is doing here with the 6th commandment.  The command is
to not murder, but having not murdered does that mean that every person in the room has 
fulfilled all that the law requires?  No, of course not!  Paul tells us that love fulfils the law, so
to have not murdered your brother does not mean that you have loved him.  Love is not 
simply an absence of murder.  Some do not murder but their hearts are full of anger and 
hatred towards another.  Jesus is telling us that the 6th commandment in forbidding murder 
is commanding us to love our neighbour and thereby excludes any unloving action towards 
our neighbour including angry thoughts or words.  James too recognises that murder begins
in the heart, James 4:1, ‘What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not 
this, that your passions are at war within you?’  If it is our passions that cause our wars, 
then it behoves us to get a grip on those passions if we are to be peacemakers.  

Now there is of course legitimate and illegitimate anger.  Jesus displayed legitimate anger at
times.  He did not get angry at personal losses, but He did get angry at the hypocrites and 
religious leaders for the burdens they placed on God’s people.  Jesus got angry when the 
court consecrated for Gentiles who had converted to pray was used as a market.  Jesus got 
angry when God’s glory was at stake or others were being deprived.  This is not the anger 
Jesus is condemning, that is the anger that flows from justice.  In His case it is perfect, in 
our own case; even our righteous anger has the danger of derailing and becoming 
something sinful.  That is why Paul says, Eph. 4:26-27, ‘Be angry and do not sin; do not let 
the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil.’  

Illegitimate anger comes from sinful passions.  God gave us all our emotions to love others 
with, but when we invert things so that we are self-centred all our passions get riled up in 
service of ourselves.  Think of pride for a moment and how it fuels anger.  If someone 
thinks that your profound thoughts are wrong or insignificant; if someone has a poor 
opinion of you; if you lose face or are embarrassed; all of this ends in you being offended 
and angry.  Oversensitivity is a form of pride.  Mix pride with covetousness and you get a 
conceited competitiveness that envies another’s fame and accomplishments.  Unforgiveness 
is pride feeding on self-pity, for how dare that person hurt you.  Why should you have to 
forgive for their actions against you are so serious; your pain is the most important to 
weigh. And on and on it goes.  In order to put that self-centred anger to death we need the 
gospel.  

The gospel shines the light on our sinfulness, on our self-absorption.  We are not God, our 
will is twisted and skewed, we are criminals who have forced our selfishness into every 
situation to the point of denying God as God in our lives.  The gospel reveals us to be 
terminally and destructively selfish.  It creates that necessary self-doubt that stops hiding 
our true and needy condition.  When you think you are king you treat everyone’s actions 
against you as high treason.  The gospel reveals that we are the insurrectionists and we are 
the ones who deserve to die.  We stop looking at others as those who violate our wills but 
others who are trapped in selfishness and can have mercy on them.  We stop demanding 
our rights recognising that our lives are forfeit for all our past crimes.  A new humility that 
distances itself from the self-interest that fuelled our anger in the past takes its place.  And 
because God has loved His enemies and those who sinned against Him, we are now able to 
love likewise and not be driven by anger.  The ability to obey Jesus command to remove 
anger from your heart is impossible apart from conversion.  



Jesus not only sees anger as the seeds of murder but the hatred and conceit in insults, 
‘whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be
liable to the hell of fire.’  There are two key words involved in the insults, ‘raca’ and ‘fool’  
under the ESV word ‘insults’ is the word raca.  Raca is a word that insults someone’s 
intelligence, and ‘fool’ is a representation of a person’s whole life and character.  Jesus is not
referring to merely uttering the word ‘idiot,’ but is referring to that attitude which sees a 
person as useless and worthless and actually believes they are better.  Once again this is a 
blindness that the gospel cures.  The self-righteous can pretend that there is a real 
difference between themselves and others and attempt to look down their noses as others 
as if they are a different species.  But those who know the gospel know there is only one 
breed of human beings; sinful failures who all need grace.  If we are goig to attempt peace 
with all this is a necessary perspective to have.

The peace we are to pursue is a peace with all                 

The peace we are to pursue is to be a peace with all, Paul says, ‘If possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all.’  Not just your friends, or your family, or just 
Christians, or even your neighbour, but even your enemies as well.  In Jesus teaching in 
Matt. 5:23-26 we can see this, ‘So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the 
altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 
Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your 
accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 
26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.’  The key 
words which understand the structure of this text are the word ‘brother’ in v23-24 referring 
to righting our relationships with fellow believers.  The second word is ‘accuser’ in v25-26 
referring to our enemies.  

The word so at the beginning of verse 23 indicates that Jesus is illustrating what a life 
devoid of anger and hatred looks like, and we will see it is a life that pursues peace.  But we
will also see that it does not only pursue peace with the easy, but makes the effort to make 
peace with all, friend and foe alike.  There are two startling aspects to Jesus teaching.  
Firstly, please note that Jesus calls for you to make peace, not when you are the victim, but 
when someone has something against you.  Now this does not only apply to those times 
when you are actually guilty, but when others unreasonably have something against you.  
You could be innocent or guilty, their problems with you could be real or perceived, that is 
not the point, you should be seeking a reconciliation.  And here is the second shocking part, 
you should interrupt your worship in order to do so.  We can assert that the person who has
something wrong should be the one to take the initiative in making it right, but Jesus does 
not tell us whether the grievance is legitimate or perceived.  The point is that if you come to
know if someone has something against you, you should be a peacemaker.  When Paul tells 
us to do all that we can to pursue peace I believe he is applying Jesus teaching here.  No 
matter who started it are you going to make things better?  Can you see the progression in 
Jesus thinking?  You must not murder, you must not be angry, but not only should you 
remove all anger from your own heart towards your neighbour, you should seek to remove 
all the anger they may have in their hearts towards you.  Unresolved conflicts are not an 
option for Jesus, and He calls upon us to reconcile.  Innocent or guilty, married couples or 
Christian brethren, we must all seek for peace.  We must all facilitate the loving of our 
neighbour which the sixth commandment implies.  Each one of us should seek to be the first
in peace proceedings.  

Seeking the peace is a non-negotiable, but how should we go about doing it?  



If you are the one who is seen to be in the wrong it is important to begin by searching your 
heart to see if any accusations are true.  It is possible that there is truth in a criticism, even 
if it comes from a critical spirit.  Own any sin which is yours, confess it to God, and go and 
correct any wrongs that you committed, even if it is the lessor of the sins in the situation.  
Own any and all sin that is real.  Not only will this change the tone of the conversation but 
will open up possibilities for the other party to own their sins too.  Before any confrontation, 
pray, ask God to search you, to soften hearts and to work for His glory in this conflict.  
Prayer is very important because we are all very good at stoking the fires of our own 
emotions with perceived wrongs and fantasised arguments in our heads.  Consider carefully 
the words you will take with you.  And remember that the devil is looking for an opportunity 
to divide the church, do not be his tool by holding onto pride, being quick with your tongue, 
slandering the brethren, etc.  And if there is an restitution that must be made, make it.  
Never allow your hearts to become so hard that you go beyond being willing to humble 
yourself and get dirty in the deep emotions of these sorts of honest confrontations.  I hope 
our conversation will be more than the polite and easy chit chat that characterises those 
only wading in shallow waters.  We must be those who are committed to plumbing the 
depths of relating to one another in Christ.  

What if someone has sinned against you, perceived or otherwise?  If someone has offended 
you, make sure you go to that person and sort it out.  Do not begin to broadcast their sin 
and do nothing to making the relationship right, that is the sin of gossip and a disobeying of
Jesus command to seek the peace.  You may want to talk to someone you can trust who will
keep a confidence to make sure you are not imagining things or being oversensitive.  Here 
are a few rules for confronting someone that Paul David Tripp mentions in his book, war of 
words.
Firstly, remember that confrontation is not an opportunity for venting emotion, but the 
purpose of confrontation is to draw someone closer to God and holiness, not over your knee
in punishment.
Second, make sure you have done sufficient data gathering before confronting.  It may be 
that things are not as they appear to you, check your facts, and make sure things are as 
you think they are and need addressing.
Third, in any confrontation remember that you cannot read minds and so you should resist 
attributing bad motives to actions, this tone of accusation will only pollute the tone of the 
discussion and could be wildly off the mark.
Fourth, refrain from inflammatory and emotional language.  Confrontations are fraught with 
enough emotion that strong language will only add to the fire and clog the discussion.  
Fifth, in any confrontation remember that you have a common enemy in sin and not in the 
other person.  Sin is the problem we want to battle together, not each other.  
Sixth, using scripture in confrontation is important, but remember that scripture is to be 
used as a mirror to reveal our sins for addressing not a club for threatening judgement.  
Seventh, confrontation is not for the purpose of doing what you want but what God wants.  
It is not a self-help therapy where we offload, get things off of our chest, or clear our 
minds; it is not about us but God.  
Eighth, build relationship with anyone you want to confront so that your words are the 
wounds of a friend not a stranger.
Ninth, it is only impatience that demands instant and universal change instead of seeing the 
Spirit as enabling real but slow change.

The peace we are to pursue is a peace that has principles   

We have spoken about pursuing a peace from the heart, and a peace with all both friends 
and enemies, but we must now consider the possibility of not securing peace.  There are 



two reasons there are those who do not want to make peace with us; and there may be a 
cost in holiness of truth which we cannot pay to secure peace.  

When Paul says, ‘if possible, so far as it depends upon you, live peaceably with all.’  He is 
not implying that the Christian is incapable of forgiving and pursuing reconciliation.  By the 
power of the Spirit we are supplied for the difficult task of loving the unlovely.  Peace may 
not be possible not because of a lack of the Spirit’s power aiding us, but because the heart 
of the person we seek reconciliation with is unwilling.  Secondly, it may not be possible to 
secure peace because the Christian would have to compromise the truth of their holiness in 
order to accommodate the other party.  In other words, there are times when peace cannot 
be secured. 

If you know of a broken relationship that needs mending and you make every attempt to 
mend it but they refuse to admit wrong, or forgive, or to even talk to you but want to 
continuously project their anger through silence and sullenness, you still do not return tit for
tat.  Your peacemaking will show itself in an openness to pursuing peace whenever they are
ready.  Think of it as an imitation of the Lord’s offer of salvation to sinners.  Any time 
anyone is willing to come back to God, He is willing to receive them.  They may abuse the 
situation and use your openness to try and inflict the only pain they are able to by a 
constant rejection of your offer, but we do not shut the gates to the possibility of 
reconciliation.  God is the judge who hardens hearts and hands people over to themselves, 
we are not God and do not know who He has done this in,so we constantly extend a willing 
hand to others.     

Now it is possible that someone will be seeking reconciliation with you, and as a Christian 
we can see by this verse that we are obligated to make peace.  We are not to hang onto our
grudges and unforgiveness and try and punish the other party.  We are not to force them to
beg or force them to jump through hoops.  This is not the way the Lord received us and we 
are to imitate Him, to do as He does putting His grace and mercy on display.  But we must 
be aware that there are times when we have to say that peace is not possible.  For 
example, if you have a Christian wife whose husband has cheated on her and he refuses to 
repent and stop his philandering, peace at the cost of the definition of marriage cannot be 
had.  Or if a sinning church member has come under discipline and they expect to come 
back into the membership without repentance, we cannot allow peace at the cost of the 
holiness of the visible church and its witness.  God does not extend peace to sinners at the 
cost of His holiness and truth, God does not deny Himself in an unconditional bid for peace, 
and neither can we.   We pursue a peace with principles not an innocuous and abstract 
concept of peace.  Peace is defined by God and His law it is not merely a name we put on 
any group of people that group themselves together by any means.  

In our day and age our society is putting pressure upon us to condone homosexual 
marriage, a pluralistic indulgence of all religious truths, euthanasia, abortion, and many 
other sins. Christians left and right are capitulating.  Just this week I saw a newspaper 
headline, in it an Anglican clergyman said that he hoped the new crown prince would be gay
so that the Anglican Church would change its mind on the issue.  This is a case of Christians
seeking an unprincipled peace, a false truce with sin.  This is not the peacemakers Christ 
calls us to be.

The church is like a sumo wrestler.  We are to be soft on the outside with no hard edges, 
yet no push over when it comes to principle.  The peace we are called to pursue is defined 
by Christ, it is a peace from the heart, a peace with all and a peace with principles.    



                      

    
   


