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The theme of the book of Acts can be found in Jesus’ words to His disciples in Acts 1:8
 
Acts 1:8 (KJV) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8 (NLT) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”

Acts 18:1919 And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered into the synagogue, and
reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they desired himhim to tarry longer time with them, he consented not; 21 But
bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will
return again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus.

• Paul promised the Ephesian church in Acts 18:19 that he would return to minister there if the Lord
was willing. God must have been willing, for Paul returns there in Chapter 19 and begins his third
missionary journey. His ministry in Ephesus was truly amazing.

• EPHESUS One of the largest and most impressive cities in the ancient world, a political, religious,
and commercial center in Asia Minor. Associated with the ministries of Paul, Timothy, and the
apostle John, the city played a significant role in the spread of early Christianity. Ephesus and its
inhabitants are mentioned more than twenty times in the New Testament. The ancient city of
Ephesus, located in western Asia Minor at the mouth of the Cayster River, was an important
seaport.

Acts 19:1-41 (KJV) 1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through
the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 2 He said unto them, Have ye received the
Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be
any Holy Ghost. 3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's
baptism. 4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people,
that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard
thisthis, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid hishis hands upon them,
the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 7 And all the men were
about twelve.

• Here we find three baptisms, two identified specifically here- the baptism of John and baptism in
Jesus Name, and one other, the baptism in the Holy Spirit identified by John the Baptist in

• John 1:32-34 (NLT) 32 Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove from heaven
and resting upon him. 33 I didn’t know he was the one, but when God sent me to baptize with
water, he told me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will
baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I saw this happen to Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of
God.”

• Paul asked them the question - Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?

• These twelve men had believed in Jesus as Savior and Messiah, but had not received the
empowering of the Holy Spirit that was first poured out in Acts 2:1-4

• These men received the Holy Spirit and spoke with tongues. They were already able to communicate



• These men received the Holy Spirit and spoke with tongues. They were already able to communicate
with each other and Paul in human tongues, so the tongues they spoke with after they received the
Holy Spirit were heavenly ones. They also prophesied, prophecy being one of the nine gifts of the
Holy Spirit. This happened 20 years after believers first received the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem, so
the baptism, the infilling, the empowering of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking with
tongues was and is an ongoing blessing available to all believers

8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and
persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God. 9 But when divers were hardened, and believed
not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples,
disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.

• Once again, Paul first took his message to the Jews, but some resisted the message, so Paul moved
his ministry to the lecture hall of Tyrannus and continued there for two years.

• Tyrannus was either the owner of the hall or a prominent philosopher associated with it. According
to some Western historical  texts, Paul preached from 11:00 am until 4:00 p.m., the time of the
afternoon break from work. If accurate, this tradition explains the availability of the hall (schools
generally met in the morning) and the freedom of “all Asia” to hear Paul during their “siesta.”

10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the
Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 11 And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: 12 So that
from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them,
and the evil spirits went out of them.

• Acts 19:11 (WEY) God also brought about extraordinary miracles through Paul's instrumentality.

• Miracles were ordinaryin the fact that they happened all the time, but these were “extra-ordinary”

• Transference of the anointing – Paul’s clothing charged. Point of contact

• Diseases cured and the devil kicked out

13 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil spirits
the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. 14 And there were
seven sons of oneone Sceva, a Jew, andand chief of the priests, which did so. 15 And the evil spirit answered and
said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? 16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped
on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and
wounded. 17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on
them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.

• There is power in the Name of Jesus, but it is not a magical power or incantation. Only those who
are believers can deal effectively with the devil using the Name of Jesus

• Exorcists who use the Name of Jesus as a talisman are opening the door to their destruction

18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds. 19 Many of them also which used
curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all menmen: and they counted the price of
them, and found itit fifty thousand piecespieces of silver.

• The outward evidence of becoming a Christian is lifestyle change. These believers who had been
involved in witchcraft and sorcery brought out their magic books and burned them before all,
forsaking their former lifestyle.

• The books were worth $1,400,000.00 in todays dollars

20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. 21 After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the
spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been



spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been
there, I must also see Rome. 22 So he sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered unto him,
Timotheus and Erastus; but he himself stayed in Asia for a season. 23 And the same time there arose no
small stir about that way. 24 For a certain manman named Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines
for Diana, brought no small gain unto the craftsmen; 25 Whom he called together with the workmen of
like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth. 26 Moreover ye see and hear,
that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned away
much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made with hands: 27 So that not only this our craft is
in danger to be set at nought; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana should be despised, and
her magnificence should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. 28 And when they heard
these sayingsthese sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great isis Diana of the Ephesians.

• The industry of idolatry was very profitable in Ephesus

• DIANA (didi an’ uh an’ uh) Roman goddess with similar characteristics to the Greek Artemis. KJV reads
“Diana” in Acts, where Greek and most modern translations read “Artemis

• Artemis - In Ephesus and western Asia Minor she was portrayed as a more mature woman. Her
robe is draped in such a way as to expose her bosom which is covered with multiple breasts,
depicting her gift of fertility and nurture. Often standing beside her is a fawn or stag on each side
representing her relation to the animal world. The official local statue was carefully housed in a
temple honoring Artemis.The most famous statue was located in the city of Ephesus, the official
“temple keeper” for Artemis. Artemis was the chief deity of Ephesus, and her temple was one of
the seven wonders of the ancient world.

29 And the whole city was filled with confusion: and having caught Gaius and Aristarchus, men of
Macedonia, Paul's companions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the theatre. 30 And when Paul
would have entered in unto the people, the disciples suffered him not. 31 And certain of the chief of Asia,
which were his friends, sent unto him, desiring himhim that he would not adventure himself into the theatre.

• Paul was prevented by his friends from intervening

32 Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the assembly was confused; and the more part
knew not wherefore they were come together. 33 And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews
putting him forward. And Alexander beckoned with the hand, and would have made his defence unto the
people. 34 But when they knew that he was a Jew, all with one voice about the space of two hours cried
out, Great isis Diana of the Ephesians. 35 And when the townclerk had appeased the people, he said, YeYe
men of Ephesus, what man is there that knoweth not how that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of
the great goddess Diana, and of the imageimage which fell down from Jupiter?

• Everyone knows how great Artemis is

36 Seeing then that these things cannot be spoken against, ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly. 37

For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither robbers of churches, nor yet blasphemers of
your goddess. 38 Wherefore if Demetrius, and the craftsmen which are with him, have a matter against
any man, the law is open, and there are deputies: let them implead one another.

• This must be done according to law

39 But if ye enquire any thing concerning other matters, it shall be determined in a lawful assembly. 40 For
we are in danger to be called in question for this day's uproar, there being no cause whereby we may give
an account of this concourse. 41 And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly.

 




