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Following another fatal accident at the Wheatsheaf Crossroads on the B1040 St Ives to Somersham Road, 
Cambridgeshire CC Highways are facing criticism of incompetence and negligence after years of being warned 
about the risk motorists take using these notorious Crossroads. The St Ives & District Area Road Safety 
Committee along with Parish Councils & many residents have been campaigning for decades for 
improvements to the crossroads following a series of fatal and serious accidents. During 2019 Cambridgeshire 
County Council stated that a roundabout or traffic lights were unaffordable and also staggered Crossroads 
were too expensive, but after the fatal minibus accident in November 2019, in which 3 people were killed and 
18 injured the County Council released a statement that work was well underway to look at improving these 
Crossroads. 
 
In January 2020 Cambs CC issued the following statement: 
Cllr Criswell has already informed you all that the preferred option identified is to install a signal-controlled 
junction (traffic lights). The process of Options Appraisal, Site Survey and Scheme Design takes time, but 
please be assured that this process is ongoing, as is the consideration of the required funding. 
Cllr Criswell is the member lead for this project and is endeavouring to see it completed as soon as possible. 
However please be aware that no decision on a final scheme or the allocation of funding can be made until the 
above process is complete and an accurate cost estimate is known. We hope this will be complete by the 
spring of this year (2020). The Council is aware that serious accidents have occurred since this process started, 
but please be assured that we continue to do all we can to progress this scheme. 
Cllr Criswell or my team will keep you updated as more information becomes available. 
 
and local MP Mr Vara stated on 5th December 2019 that work was underway. 
 

“……… we have been in touch with the local County Councillor Steve Criswell who assures us he has 
been working on a solution for some time ………” 
“He has informed us that he submitted a bid for alternative funding in October (2019). The county 
council are supporting that process and we have also offered our support. Steve is optimistic of success, 
but due process has yet to be completed. We would all like to see this junction improved as soon as 
possible to avoid any more tragedies occurring.” 
 

On 24th October 2020 Councilor Steve Criswell posted on facebook (via his wife): 
“Cllr Steve Criswell wants to reassure residents that junction design is well underway.” 
 



 

 

But not that well underway, as on the 30th October 2020 he stated that traffic lights are proving problematic 
due to fibre cables across the junction and they are now considering a staggered junction, so you could 
conclude that work on the crossroads was not that advanced. He also stated that design engineers were taken 
off the project to concentrate on improving cycle lanes as a government Covid initiative.  
It would be understandable to think that the statements regarding improvements by Cambs CC after the 2019 
fatal accident were a knee jerk reaction published to quell public criticism including an 11,000 signature 
petition which is still on going. (Google: B1040 improvements). 
 
During the last twelve months repeated requests were made to Highways to repaint the Give Way white lines  
at the junction without success, however after the last fatal accident they have now been repainted. 
After contact with the Dept of Transport the safety group have been advised to make an official complaint  
regarding Cambs CC conduct regarding the Wheatsheaf Crossroads, which they are now considering whilst 
awaiting a response from Local MP Shailesh Vara and the Chief executive of Cambs Cambridgeshire County 
Council. 
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