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In July 2017 in districts of the Luhansk and Donetsk regions, controlled by the armed formations 
of so-called “LNR” and “DNR” new facts of human rights violations were identified: illegal deten-
tion and restrictions of freedom of movement of civilians, impeding the activities of internation-
al organizations, involvement of schoolchildren, students and retired people into the events with 
propagandistic aims, coercion of the residents of so-called “L / DNR” to join “NGOs”, development 
of  parallel legal system, and the violation of  property rights. Unfortunately, these human rights 
violations have become a “norm” for residents in the territories of the so-called “people’s republics”. 

1. Illegal arrests, detentions and restriction of freedom of movement

On the 19th of July 2017 it was informed in media controlled by pro-Russian militants that previ-
ously convicted citizen of Ukraine Ruslan Donich, “a saboteur who planned to commit a terrorist at-
tack against foreign citizens and civilians of the republic” was detained previously convicted citizen 
of Ukraine Ruslan Donich, “a saboteur who planned to commit a terrorist attack against foreign citi-
zens and civilians of the republic.” The detainee gave confessions: “On instructions of the Ukrainian 
special services, Ruslan Donich was supposed to make the terrorist attack by detonating explosive 
device improvised by him in the ‘Druzhba’ restaurant complex, namely in the sauna ‘Camelot ’” 

On the 28th of July 2017 it was informed by the “Ministry of State Security of LNR” that the “Military 
court of LNR” passed a conviction based on the materials of the criminal case investigated by the 
“Ministry of State Security” against Mironych Serhiy Volodymyrovych, born in February 25, 1963, 
a native resident of Luhansk, in committing crimes and condemned him to 20 years of imprisonment 
with confiscation of property. In addition to high treason, illegal acquisition, storage and transporta-
tion of explosives, Myronych is accused of planning to blow up the oil depot in Luhansk. 

The same day, July 28th, 2017, so-called “Military court of LNR” passed a conviction In respect of the 
citizen N., who is accused in dissemination negative information about the residents of “LNR” in the 
Internet, which degrades the honor and dignity of citizens, “tried to kindle hatred and enmity to-
wards the Russian nation.” In addition, the citizen N. is accused of transferring “data capable to cause 
harm to LNR representatives to foreign intelligence services.” According to the source located in ter-
ritory controlled by illegal armed formations of “LNR”, it is the case of Edward Nedielyayev, who was 
detained earlier. 

The same day, “Military court of LNR” convicted the citizen V. to 12 years of imprisonment for com-
mitting treason “by transferring information of a military nature to representatives of foreign intel-
ligence.” The name of the convict is not reported. 

On the 21st of July 2017 a man died at the check-point of illegal armed formations of “LNR” in Stanyt-
sya Luhanska. It was reported by the human-rights defense organization “The right to defense”. 

On the 13th of July 2017 while crossing demarcation line at Stanytsya Luhanska checkpoint the 
Luhansk resident Surzhenko Lyudmyla Volodymyrivna, born in 1978, the person with special needs: 
hearing-impaired from birth was detained by illegal armed formations of “LNR”, the representatives 
of so-called “MGB LNR” — Ministry of state security. Lyudmyla was going back to Luhansk, she passed 
the checkpoint controlled by Ukrainian government which was marked in the records. 
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The reason for the detention was the failure to follow the orders of the representatives of illegal 
armed formations of “LNR” by Lyudmyla Surzhenko, as  the batteries of her hearing device broke 
down. 

In “Ministry of Security service of LNR” Lyudmila Surzhenko has been tortured for 4 days. Her fingers 
were squeezed with pliers. For several days she was handcuffed. Lyudmila was required to provide 
a mobile phone code and admit to “espionage” for the Military Forces of Ukraine and “sabotage.” 

On the 29th, 2017 Lyudmyla Surzhenko was released. She independently managed to cross Stanyt-
sya Luhanska in a difficult psychological state, after that she was provided with the necessary med-
ical assistance. 

On the 29th of July 2017 with the assistance of the volunteer group “Patriot” and the Security Ser-
vice of Ukraine, one of the hostages of the so-called “LNR” — the judge of the Luhansk Region Court 
of Appeal Vitaliy Rudenko — returned to the territory controlled by the Ukrainian authorities. For 
nine months he has been illegally detained and tortured in “MGB LNR”. 

“They use different ways of  torturing. They beat, cripple, use electrical current. They wear sack 
on head, handcuff, beat, pour water, then electrocute — it is called ‘Alisa device’ — when they connect 
the wires to earlobes, fingertips, then you hear command ‘Alisa’, and electrical current is on”, — told 
Vitaliy Rudenko. 

2. Development of parallel legal system, advocacy, notary, courts

In the territory controlled by illegal armed forces of “LNR” and “DNR”, so-called “powers” and con-
trolled media continue to inform local people and world community on activity of their “state au-
thorities”. It should be noted that this activity has no legal force and is aimed only at demonstration 
of so-called “statehood” in the “republics”. 

“Deputies” of so-called “People’s council of LNR” in July 4, 2017 reported media that they adopted 
32 laws in the first half-year. And so-called “ministry of social policy of LNR” developed approximate-
ly 50 legal regulations in thhe first half-year. 

In “DNR” in the period from 3rd to 10th of July of so-called “Ministry of transport” gave 4 licenses 
and 86 license cards for certain types of economic activities in transport sphere by the employees. 

Press-office of so-called “Ministry of  Justice of DNR” reported that from the beginning of current 
year notaries of “DNR” entered into 1600 contracts of sale and deeds of gift of real estates. Over 500 
people addressed the notary archive in regards of inheritance and issuing documents duplicates. 

Press-office of so-called “Supreme Court of DNR” reported that “court chamber on civil issues of DNR” 
accepted to proceeding 1533 legal cases and materials from the beginning of year, thus far 1347 
case are considered. 
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3. Coercion for membership in “civil society” organizations and participation in “patriotic” and 
“social” actions of “LNR” and “DNR”. Involvement of children in propaganda

In  the territories controlled by  illegal armed groups 
of “LNR” and “DNR”, military-patriotic propaganda is  ac-
tively conducted among children, adolescents and youth. 

On the 12th of July, 2017 for organizing the event at the 
“Combat” monument (junior political instructor Aleksey 
Yeryomenko), Slavyanoserbskiy district, the children and 
teenagers in military uniform were involved. 

The representatives of illegal armed formations of “LNR” 
continue to use underaged Bogdana Nyesheryet in their 
propagandistic work. 10-years old girl who pro-Russian 
militants of the “Pryzrak” brigade used in propagandistic 
video clips, was invited to “Rus” cinema (former “Ukraine” 
cinema“) to the premiere of the song and video clip about 
war “Thanks grandfather for Victory” of  the military en-
semble “Novorossia” of so-called “military militia of LNR”. 
The girl wore the uniform of one of the illegal armed for-
mations of “LNR”. 

Children from the territories controlled by illegal armed 
formations of  “LNR” are undergoing “military patriotic” 
propaganda not only locally, but at ‘defense and sport 
camps” in  Russia. Therefore, on  the 24th of  July, 2017 
40 young Luhansk residents came back from Russia. They 
took the training course in  specialized camps “Guards-
man”. “Sport and health” institutions are located in Penza 
and the Nizhegorodsk region of Russia. 

In  so-called “DNR”, at  the enterprises earlier operated 
under the jurisdiction of  Ukraine, and currently seized 
by  pro-Russian militants, after the introduction of  so-

called “external management”, the involvement of  employees into the “civic movement” of “Do-
netsk republic” continues. Thus, in July 40 employees of Donetsk metallurgic plant, 112 employees 
of Hartsyzsk tube plant, employees of state enterprise “Komsomolskoye ore directorate”, employees 
of state enterprise “Dokuchayevsk flux-dolomite plant”, 25 employees of “Komsomolets Donbassa” 
mine joined the ranks of the civic movement “Donetsk republic”. 

4. Violation of property rights

In July 2017, in the territories of “DNR” and “LNR” the process of so-called “nationalization” of en-
terprises that had previously operated under the jurisdiction of Ukraine or belonged to  citizens 
of Ukraine, living in the territory controlled by Ukraine since the beginning of the conflict, continued. 
In July the process reached mass levels in the territory of “LNR”. Media, controlled by illegal armed 
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formations of “LNR”, published more than twenty requests on search of owners of different property. 

It should be noted that claims of potential owners are accepted within 60 days from the day of ad-
vertisement announcement. After the expiration of this period, the enterprises are transferred under 
control of “LNR”. 

On the 5th of July 2017 “Temporal commission on markets transfer issues and work with non-res-
ident-entrepreneurs” of so-called “DNR” reported that from April 2016 109 trading floors in cities 
and districts, controlled by the illegal armed formations of “DNR” came into property of “state” en-
terprise “Markets of Donbass”. 

5. Obstruction of international organizations activities

On the 13th of July, 2017 in the territories controlled by “DNR” Czech organization “People in Need” 
were refused in re-accreditation by so-called “Ministry of Emergency Situations of DNR”. It is to be re-
minded that on the 25th of November 2016 the organization “People in Need” was deprived of pos-
sibility to work in “DNR”. 
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