
 
 
 
21st September 2020 

 

Dear Fellow resident,  
 

On 6th August 2020 the Government announced it was proposing to make significant changes to the 

planning approvals process and that it was launching an open consultation to allow the public to provide 

feedback on the proposals.  The Parish Council will be responding as a council to the proposals.  However, 

we thought it only right to make residents aware of the proposal and to let you know how you can have 

your say, which we would encourage you to do, if you are able. 

 

The proposals, if accepted, will reform the planning system and replace all current plan-making law in 

England.  The document outlining the proposed changes is quite lengthy, so we have sought to provide a 

brief synopsis of the aims below. 

 

Some may remember the previous changes to the Local Plan and how the community pulled together to 

support the parish council and CRAG with the changes.  If this proposal is adopted then a new Local Plan 

will be created and we will be looking for your support moving forward. 

 

The proposals focus on three ‘Pillars’: 

 

Pillar One - Planning for development 

• A focus on a simplified process reliant on Local Plans to inform planning decisions 

• Promotion of digital tools throughout the planning process to increase accessibility and speed 

things up 

Pillar Two - Planning for beautiful and sustainable places 

• Fast track determination routes for proposals in accordance with 'good design' 

Pillar Three - Planning for infrastructure and connected places 

• Overhaul of the Infrastructure Levy charges and distribution, and the funding of affordable 

housing 

The Government has also stressed that it plans to move rapidly towards the new planning system, 

utilising digital technology to do so and the proposals are being called “essential" to the delivery of 

efficient planning services.  We would agree that the planning process needed an overhaul, but we will 

allow you to draw your own conclusions as to whether this is the best way to do it. 

 

The reforms would require both primary and secondary legislation to implement them and the National 

Planning Policy Framework would also require updating. 

Further details and copies of the consultation documents can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-the-current-planning-system 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/transparency-and-competition-a-call-for-evidence-on-

data-on-land-control 

 

Consultation on the White paper ‘Planning for the future’ closes at 23:45 on 29th October 2020. 

Bluntisham Parish Council 


