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Nebraska Broedceatera Aaaociation 

AK-SAR-BEN 
AWARDS 
PROGRAM 

The Ak-Sar-Ben awards program for Nebraska Radio and 
Television stations is actually the result of the efforts 
of many Nebraska Broadcasters, some of whom are still 
members of, and quite active in, our Association. Others 
have left the state, retired, passed on to their reward, 

etc. These efforts were begun in about 1947-48 to gain equal recogni
tion for outstanding public service contributions by broadcasters with 
that given to newspapers by Ak-Sar-Ben for similar efforts. The basic 
format, now refined, is attributed to Johnny Gillan, now deceased. 
Frank Fogarty (at that time Ak-Sar-Ben "Counselor" .. now Governor) 
lobbied for it among Ak-Sar-Ben Board of Governors; George Round of 
the University of Nebraska contributed substantial support; and several 
broadcasters carried the word personally to Jake Isaacson, Secretary 
of Ak-Sar-Ben at that time. 

A draft of the awards program format prepared for Ak-Sar-Ben approval 
by a NBA committee was accepted and initiated virtually as presented. 

Entries are collected by our office in Lincoln; then turned over to 
Ak-Sar-Ben; and NBA never knows who the judges from Ak-Sar-Ben are who 
make the selection . Judges are changed each year. Winners are released 
to NBA only a couple of days before the convention. 

That basically is the glorious history and mechanics of this program. 
Participation by every Nebraska Broadcaster is needed if it is to con
tinue successfully. 

* * * * * 

LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA 

EIGHTIETH SESSION 

Legislative Bill 191 
Introduced by Committee on Revenue, J. W. Burbach, 

19th District, Chairman; William R. 

Skarda, Jr., 7th District; Eugene T. Mahoney, 

5th District; Harold D. Simpson, 46th 

District and William F. Swanson, 27th 
District 

Read first time January 8, 1969 

Referred to Committee on Revenue 

Sent to printer January 9, 1969 

A BILL 
FOR AN ACT to amend sections 77-2702 and 77-2703, Revised 

Statutes Supplement, 1967, relating to taxation; 

to extend the sales tax to the gross receiEts . 

from the sale of advertisi_P$; and to repeal the 
original sections. 

John J. Miller 
1969 Ak-Sar-Ben Awards 
Chairman, NBA 

L.B. 191, The Tax on 
Advertising Bill, is set for 
public hearing at 2:00 p.m., 
April 9th, before the Revenue 
Committee of the Legislature. 

We have been working 
hard to explain why this bill 
is not in the public interest. 
Talk to your Senator, and 
explain to him why you oppose 
it and that you want his help 
in defeating it. 

Call Charley Thone, 
477-3638, if you have any 
questions, thoughts or sug
gestions. 

it it it it it it it 
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Legislative Bill 1245 
Introduced by Robert L. Clark, 47th District and William H. 

Hasebroock, 18th District 

Read first time February 19, 1969 
WILL 

BE HEARD Referred to Committee on Government and Military Affairs 

Read first time February 20, 1969 
AT A PUBLI C 

HEARI NG OF 

THE GOVERN

MENT COM

MITTEE OF 

THE 

UNICAMERAL 

A BILL 
FOR AN ACT for submission to the electors of an amendment to 

Article XVI, section 1, of the Constitution of 

Nebraska, relating to amendments; to provide that 

required publication of pr oposed amendments to 

the Constitution may be supplemented by radio and 

television broadcast publication; to provide for 

the submission of the proposed amendment to the 

electors at the general election in November, 

1970; to provide for the manner of submission and 

form of ballot; and to provide the effective date 

thereof. 
ON THURSDAY, 
April 1 7 , 

Section 1. That at the general election in Novem

ber, 1970, there shall be submitted to the electors of 

the State of Nebraska for approval the following amend

ment to Article XVI, section 1, of the Constitution of 

Nebraska, which is hereby proposed by the Legislature: 

"Sec. 1. The Legislature may propose amendments 

to this Constitution. If the same be agreed to by three

fifths of the members elected to the Legislature, such 

proposed amendments shall be entered on the journal, with 

yeas and nays, and published once each week for three 

consecutive weeks, in at least one newspaper in each 

county, where a newspaper is published, and supplemented 

by publication by radio and television broadcast as the 

Legislature shaU provide by law, immediately preceding 

the next election of members of the Legislature or a spe

cial election called by the vote of four-fifths of the 

members elected to the Legislature for the purpose of 

submitting such proposed amendments to the electors. At 

such election said amendments shall be submitted to the 

electors for approval or rejection upon a ballot separate 

from that upon which the names of candidates appear. If 

a majority of the electors voting on any such amendment 

adopt the same, it shall become a part of this Constitu

tion, provided the votes cast in favor of such amendment 

:.00 p .m. 
"Constitutional amendment to provide t a 

required newspaper publication of proposed 

amendments to the Constitution shall be 

supplemented by radio and television broad

cast publication as the Legislature shall 

provide. 

D For 

D Against" 

Sec. 3. That the proposed amendment, if adopted, 

shall be in force and take effect immediately upon the 

completion of the canvass of the votes, at which time 

it shall be the duty of the Governor to proclaim it as 

a part of the Constitution of Nebraska. 

shall not be less than thirty-five tl~ per cent of 

the total votes cast at such election. When two or 

more amendments are submitted at the same election, they 

shall be so submitted as to enable the electors to vote 

on each amendment separately." 

Sec. 2. The proposed amendment shall be submitted 

to the electors in the manner prescribed by Article XVI, 

section 1, of the Constitution of Nebraska. The proposi

tion for the submission of the proposed amendment shall 

be placed upon the ballot in the following form: 

L.B. 1245 was drafted and is sponsored by NBA. 
the people on a Constitutional Amendment to allow 
constitutional amendments by the broadcast media. 

It would authorize a vote of 
the publication of future 

When the original publication mechanics were worked out many years ago, 
there were no radio or television broadcasts. So no such authority was placed 
in the Constitution. 

It is an undeniable fact that the people are just not adequately informed 
on propos ed oonstitutional amendments so as to be able to vote intelligently 
on them. L.B. 1245 is a big step in the direction of a better informed 
electorate. It is long overdue, and needs your help with your State Senator . 



.. Page Four 
Nebraska Broadcasters Association 

Legislative Bill 1246 
Introduced by Robert L. Clark, 47th District and William H. 

Hasebroock, 18th District 

Read first time February 19, 1969 

Referred to Committee on Government and Military Affairs 

Sent to printer February 20, 1969 

A BILL 
FOR AN ACT relating to public notices; to authorize supple

mental publication of required notices as pre

scribed. 

NBA wrote and 
is sponsoring 
this bill which 
if passed would 
allow broadcast 
publication of 
legal notices, 

It is set for 
public hearing 
before the 
Government 
Committee of 
Unicameral at 
2 · 00 µ ,m, on 
April 17th 

Members of this 
committee are; 

CARPENTER, 
Chairman 

SWANSON,Lincoln 
MAHONEY,Omaha 
ZIEBARTH ,Wilcox 

Section 1. As used in this act, unless the context 

requires otherwise: 

(l) Broadcast shall mean the transmission of in

formation by means of radio or television facilities; 

(2) Notice ::;hall mean any notice that is required 

by law to be published; and 

(3) Station shall mean any radio or television 

station licensed for commercial operation by the Federal 

Communications Commission. 

Sec. 2. Any official of the state or any of its 

political subdivisions who is required by law to publi§p. 
~any notice required by law may supplement such publica

~ 011 by a radio or television broadcast of a summary af 
such notice, or by both of such broadcasts, when, in his 

judgment, the public interest will be served. The sum

mary of such notice only shall be read with no reference 

by name to any person then a candidate for political 

office, and such announcements shall be made only by 

stations situated within the county of origin of the 

legal notice, unless no broadcast station exists in such 

county, in which case announcements may be made by a 

station or stations situated in any county other than 

the county of origin of the legal notice. 

Sec. 3. Each radio or television station broad-

SKA.RDA , Omaha casting any summary of a legal notice shall for a period 

ELROD, Grand Island of six months subsequent to such broadcast retain at its 
WALDRON, Callaway 
CLARK, Sidney 

office a copy or transcription of the text of the summary 

as actually broadcast, which shall be available for pub-

lie inspection. 

Sec. 4. Proof of publication of a summary of any 

notice by radio or televisio~ broadcast shall be by affi

davit of the manager, and assistant manager, or a program 

director of the radio or television station broadcasting 

the notice. 

WE NEED YOUR ACTIVE SUPPORT TO PASS THIS LEGISLATION 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLCMING NEBRASKA 
STATIONS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES: 

MARCH: 
KFOR, Lincoln 
KBON, Omaha 
KRFS,Superior 
KVSH, Valentine 

3-4-1924 
3-1-1942 
3-17-1959 
3-6-1961 

FEBRUARY: 
KCOO, Alliance 
KJSK-FM, Columbus 
KICS-FM, Hastings 
KRVN, Lexington 
KOLN-TV, Lincoln 
KOLT, Scottsbluff 

2-15-1949 
2-20-1964 
2-15-1965 
2-1 -1951 
2-18-1953 
2-15-1930 

APRIL : 
KJSK, Columbus 
KRGI, Grand Island 
KICS, Hastings 
KOIL-FM, Omaha 
WOW, Omaha 

4-28-1948 
4-1-1953 
4 -15-1964 
4-1-1967 
4-2-1923 

'Eyes' Award 
Goes To Blind 
Disc Jockey, 28 

Hastings (UPI) Mel 
Sauer, a 28 - y e a r - o I d 
Scottsblui!f disc jockey who is 
blind, has been named to 
receive the • ' e y e s on 
Nebraska" award, 

Sauer, who broadcasts over 
radio KOLT, was accorded 
the honor by the Nebra'ska 
Optometrie Association. 

Sauer conducts interviews 
by telephone and holds a third 
class engineers license. The 
latter was gained with the 
help of Omaha r a d i o 
engineers who d e s i g n e d 
equipmeDJf: whereby Mel is 
able to read his station's 
meters by sound. 

BEEF EMPIRE GROUP 

~ W JAG 
780 KC 1000 WATTS 

IOI THOMAI. MANA.QUI rHONI 4 02-31'-J4i2 • NOIHOLIL NEUIAllltA 11701 • IINCI 1122 

Charles Thone 
Davis , Thone , Bailey , Dol sky & Hansen 
Attorneys at Law 
525 Stuart Building 
Lincoln , Nebraska 68501 

Dear Charlie: 

January 28th of 
WJAG's 47th Year 

1922 - 1969 

I saw Whayne R. Moore District Manager of the u.s. Chamber the other 
day. I asked him i f the U. S. Chamber had a telephone at National 
headquarters or on a Regional basis where radio broadcasters could 
obtain a digest of important Legislative issues currently before Congress . 

As a matter of fact , I strayed into an area where the U. S. Chamber 
has obviously made some very recent i.mprovements--and it is high time! 
They, too , are becoming aware that the general public, a nd even a 
majority of most Businessmen, are frustrated in their attempts to 
influence proposed Legislation because they lack timely word on the 
status of such Legislation. 

I am wondering whether the Nebraska Broadcasters Association couldn't 
highlight the availability of this new Dial service of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States. They have a Staff Specialist in vir
tually every Department of business who can furnish a three minute 
daily report , prepared by the National Chamber on activities affecting 
major national Legislation. Any Radio or TV News Room can Washington 
Dial (202) 223- 0580 which will bring them an up- to-the-minute news 
report on changes as they happen in Washington. This report is changed 
at approximately 10 a .m. Washington time each day. This service is 
available on a station-to-station rate 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. Some radio stations record and broadcast "Washington Dial• as 
part of their regular news programming. 

Couldn't this be bull etinized to NBA members in your next mailing? 

/ Cordially, 
RADIO STATION WJAG 
Norfolk, Nebraska ~r 
Bob Thomas 
Manager/Vice Pres. 
"Beef Empire Stations• 

WASHINGTON 

For the latest, up-to-date report on 

what Congress is doing, call Wash

ington Dial. You will receive a three

minute rundown on the status of 

major legislation affecting the bus

iness community. You can phone 

Washington Dial at station-to

station rates twenty-four hours a 

day, seven days a week. 

I 

Several radio stations record and 
broadcast Washington Dial as part 
of their regular progra mming. 

illQ j 

has a new number 
202-223-0580 


