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INTRODUCTION 
 
I had a completely different sermon planned for this one, but in my meditations this week I 
was drawn to the passage where Jesus is arrested in John 18:1-11.  John’s gospel is unique 
among the four gospels and tends to focus our attention on the glory of Christ as the Son of 
God.  For this reason we see John not lingering on the garden of Gethsemane when Jesus 
was toiling in His weakness to submit Himself to God’s wrath for our sins.  No, instead we 
see John brushes over that in v1-2, ‘When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with 
his disciples across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples 
entered.  Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with 
his disciples.’  John instead includes the unique account among the gospels of Jesus 
knocking the arresting party over.  
 
 I have often sped through this portion looking instead to the other juicy parts such as 
Gethsemane or the cross, but John has deliberately put this here for us to consider, and 
there is indeed mush to see here.  Some very important truths are taught in this section.  In 
the first place contrary to any notion that Jesus is merely a man we see His divinity in the ‘I 
AM’ statement which caused those coming to arrest Him to fall to the ground.  Contrary to 
the notion that Jesus was just a poor political victim who could not realise His political 
ambitions we see that Jesus is both the offerer as well as the offering.  Vindicating the 
justice of God we see the righteousness of God demonstrated in two ways.  Firstly, by the 
travesty and injustice of arresting, torturing and murdering an innocent man, the sinlessness 
of Jesus is evident; but secondly and paradoxically, God demonstrates the power and 
mystery of His providence as He employs injustice to satisfy the demands of His perfect 
justice in Jesus dying in satisfaction of His holy law, while being unjustly killed by human 
courts.   
 
Our portion divides into three sections revolving around the three questions in the text, the 
first two are to the arresting party and the third to Peter.   
 
First question 
 
We see in verse 3 that Judas, along with soldiers, guards and religious leaders are all there 
in force to arrest Jesus.  He is facing death, and we see such peculiar behaviour from Christ.  
How would you expect a man to act if an armed mob were after him and he was to face a 
death he had foreseen and knew it would particularly terrible?  We see Jesus taking the 
initiative and approaching the crowd.  We must observe this change in Christ, on Good 
Friday we observed how He anguished in prayer seeking God’s grace to help Him in His 
need, and here we can see a man who has had prayer answered.  Grace sufficient for His 
ordeal has been granted Him and He is ready.  His readiness is seen in His settled 
disposition, His selfishness in the face of death and His submission to His suffering.  It is 
evident that Jesus has been with God and is equipped, for it is in prayer that we are 
changed and strengthened.   
 



The martyr Thomas Hudson similarly had to be strengthened in prayer to face death.  ‘The 
crowd looked on curious about what the martyr would do next.  Thomas Hudson had come 
this far without denying his faith.  The bishop had questioned him again and again, he’d not 
weakened in prison, and now he was walking to the place of execution.  At the last minute 
would he recant?   
Just before the chain around him was made fast, Hudson stopped, slipped out from under 
the chain and stood a little to one side.  A hush came over the crowd—everyone wondered 
why he hesitated.  The Christians prayed. 
Only Hudson knew the real reason he had stepped down at the last minute he had suddenly 
been attacked with doubts and felt his faith growing weak.  Not willing to die while feeling 
this way, he fell upon his knees and prayed to God, who sent him comfort. 
Then he rose with great joy, as a reborn man, and cried, ‘Now, Thank God, I am strong.  I 
don’t care what man can do to me.’ 
Going to the stake again, he put the chain around himself.  The fire was lit.’  
 
Verse 4, ‘Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to 
them, "Whom do you seek?"’  Theologians speak about the active and passive obedience of 
Christ.  Usually the active obedience is that which Christ does to fulfil God’s law, and the 
passive obedience is what Jesus does to pay for sin.  When Christ is arrested it must be 
noticed that He was not stolen by these men coming to arrest Him.  He takes the initiative, 
He is active in their taking of Him.  It is fitting to note this because we must see Jesus not 
only as the sacrificial lamb who is killed, but also as the Highpriest.  He is the offering and 
the offerer, the active and passive obedience of Christ are both present here as He offers 
Himself to be taken.   
 
We are struck by how God is in control of this situation where it speaks of Jesus knowing all.  
Jesus control of the situation is strengthened when you realise that Judas’ role as betrayer is 
made superfluous by Christ coming forward to meet them.  Judas becomes a passive 
witness who is play acting his part.  His kiss becomes unnecessary, and a doubly empty 
charade.  Not only is it not a heartfelt kiss, but is not needed for Jesus is willing to identify 
Himself.  Verse 5, ‘They answered him, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus said to them, "I am he." 
Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.’  Judas’ betrayal is mocked by Christ’s 
willingness.  How clearly it can be seen that it is not Judas who is handing Christ over but 
Christ who is handing Himself over.   
 
Verse 6, ‘When Jesus said to them, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground.’  Can 
you see who is in control of this situation now?  In the Greek the word ‘he’ is not there it is 
literally ‘I Am.’  This is the OT name for God, like when He revealed Himself to Moses at the 
burning bush.  This is not criminal, this is no mere man who is subject to the devices of 
more powerful men and their agenda.  We see here Jesus who is God come to save His 
people.  Imagine it, Judas is leading the group, surprisingly Jesus steps forward and asks 
His question, and when He says, I Am, they all fall down.  It would have been at this point 
that Judas would go through the empty charade of kissing Christ.  The awkwardness of the 
moment as he moves forward to do the job he had been paid for that was no longer 
needed.  But notice that Jesus is God, He is the second person of the Trinity, the Holy God 
becoming a criminal to save us.  Why is He here, it is all to fulfil Isaiah 53:12, that He might 
be numbered with the transgressors.  The arrest of Christ like the baptism of Christ marks 
Him out as a criminal, not for His own sins, but for ours.  The earthly powers are being used 
as a stage by God to present the One who is being treated as if He were a sinner while at 
the same time it is evident He is innocent.  The government, who Paul tells us is an agent to 
inflict God’s wrath on the evildoer is a tool in God’s hand to avenge Christ for our sin.  The 



Roman government, the Jewish, and even the religious are all combined in this public 
display of justice.   
 
Second question 
 
Verse 7-8, ‘So he asked them again, "Whom do you seek?" And they said, "Jesus of 
Nazareth."  Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men 
go."’  Now we being to see what Jesus is doing and why this glimpse of His divine majesty 
was allowed to shine through.  He ensuring that only He is taken and not onoe of His 
disciples is killed or taken.  What selflessness we see when He is facing death.  When He is 
carrying His cross in the streets of Jerusalem, he tells the women of Jerusalem not to weep 
for Him, but for themselves for the judgement that must now come upon the city because of 
the things they are doing to their Messiah.  When He is dying on the cross He thinks of His 
mother and her need for a home, He prays for the forgiveness of His murderers, and He 
forgives a thief.  Our Saviour is selfless in the face of His own death.  We must stress how it 
was His praying in Gethsemane which would have fed into this.  Such selflessness is a grace 
that God enables even in us if we pray.     
 
This act of handing Himself over to the authorities and securing the release of His disciples 
is a microcosm of the salvation that Christ wins for us.  But notice how the divine majesty is 
revealed to subdue these men in order to fulfil the will of God that not one should be lost, 
verse 9, ‘This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: "Of those whom you gave me I 
have lost not one."’  It is obvious that this is a proof text for the doctrinal of definite 
atonement, Judas we see was never one of Christ’s true disciples, though he was among the 
number externally. 
 
Do you wonder if God cares?  Look here to see how the Saviour in His darkest hour is 
manifesting His divine power to ensure that no lamb is lost.  Imagine the scene.  They came 
through the garden in a pack, confident because of their numbers and weaponry.  Suddenly 
they are confronted by a confident man, and when He says ‘I Am’ they fall to the ground 
undone like Ezekiel or John or Isaiah.  They are shaken to the core.  Their confidence is 
gone, they recognise that they are in the presence of one whose power is beyond the power 
of the little weapons.  When Jesus says that they must only take Him and let the others go 
free.  We can only imagine how willing they are to cooperate if only Jesus would not knock 
them all down again.   
 
It is worth stopping and considering that if this is the effect of His gentle voice upon the 
wicked, what must be the effect upon sinners on the day of judgement? 
 
Third question 
 
Impulsive Simon Peter misreads the situation and thinks that Jesus must be making His 
move to crush His enemies, and Peter pulls out his sword and starts hacking away, v10, 
‘Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant and cut off 
his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.)’  Jesus then asks His third question, ‘So 
Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father 
has given me?"’  We do not see the difficulty of this decision like we saw it in Gethsemane 
Christ has been strengthened.  But instead we see the determination of His submission to 
suffering on our account. 
 
Perhaps a small clue which makes the suffering more bearable is the way that Jesus 
describes it, ‘the cup that the Father has given me.’  It is from the Father’s hand.  His love, 



His wisdom, His grace, all of who He is is behind what He does, and He has appointed that 
Jesus should drink this cup.  It is from the Father’s hand even though there are many 
wicked men and devils active in this situation.  Jesus sees ultimately the hand of God in all 
that is happeneing and is submissive to His loving Father in it all.  This is an important 
perspective for any Christian who is coming to terms with suffering.  We should w=view it in 
the same way as the cup the Father has given me.   
 
We must stress that whatever cup we receive, it will not be the exact same cup.  Christ took 
that particular cup of wrath that we might get the cup of salvation.     
 
In all of this not only is the glory of Christ as God and Saviour manifest, we are reminded of 
the important lesson of how prayer changes us.  We are looking at a man fresh from prayer 
who is settled in the face of adversity and death, He is selfless in the face of personal crisis, 
and He is submitted to the greatest difficulty because they are part of God’s plan for Him.  
So as you continue to think about the passion week, don’t rush over the arrest.  It is a place 
of great glory and comfort.      
 
   
 
   
   
 
   
   


