
“BOATS & NETS”
R. Stanley, 3 October 2022

“They immediately left their boats and nets and followed Jesus”

(Mt 4:20,21)

Under God, I complete 47 years of fulltime Christian ministry today, 3 Oct 2022.

Overwhelmed with praise to Him, I recollected the sequence of events from 3 Oct

1975 when I resigned my job as an Engineer from the CMC Hospital, Vellore. I

thought sharing them with you will both encourage and challenge you, especially

youngsters.

With a poor family background, I could pursue my 5-year Engineering

degree course in the Alagappa Chettiar College of Engineering and Technology,

1963-1968, with the national educational loan only. Stayed in a small village,

4 km from Karaikudi, with Mom and Dad, as I could not afford hostel fees.

From the day of my rebirth on 18 Nov 1962 I had a burning desire to pour

all my life in the service of the One who sacrificed His life for me. After my

postgraduation in IIT, Madras, 1968-1970, my 5-year professional job in the

Vellore Hospital gave me unusual exposure and experience. With the little

savings from this job I repaid the educational loan completely in 1975. I was

28 then.

Having founded the Blessing Youth Mission (formerly FGYMA) with several others in

1971, I didn’t feel justified to lead this Mission, which had recruited 5 fulltime Missionaries

by then, as a part-time CEO. The conviction was biting me day and night. When I knew

for sure that God’s Spirit was in operation, I did not “confer with flesh and blood” (Gal

1:15,16). I simply “informed” my widowed mother and parents-in-law of my resignation.

Mummy hugged me with joyful tears that her lifelong desire was fulfilled. My younger

brother, an Engineer himself, cried. My mother-in-law was convinced after she received a

letter from Brother D.G.S. Dhinakaran! My wife Lilian said, “You could have resigned even

earlier!” The blessing of an “equal yoke!”

My bank balance was nil. The Mission leaders discouraged me because they felt that

they won’t be able to pay enough for me as the organisation was just a 5-year old baby!

My reply: “I obey God trusting on Him, not on any organisation. Do not pay me more

than the other staff. I would be happy with the average Missionary salary.”

Lilian who followed me like Sarah refused any salary till her retirement!

Life was hard. We could buy only beef, not mutton, and so Mummy

wouldn’t eat it as a Southerner. Our only begotten daughter, Evangeline, 3

years old, had serious health issues. Lilian has been an asthmatic from

childhood. My wealthy father-in-law gave the chunk of his properties to his

sons, and only a pittance to the daughters. Nevertheless he used to send us

rice from his fields in Thanjavur and helped us occasionally.
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As a fulltime Staff in BYM from 1975 to 2003, I drew just about 60% of the monthly

salary fixed for me. I always wanted to stay in par with the fellow Missionaries. Apostle

Paul’s practical concern for his associates spoke volumes to my heart (Acts 20:34). I did

not avail most of the extra allowances provided for the Staff. The first purchase during our

overseas travels would be for the Missionaries. My wife and I gave parental care to them.

No wonder they served us as “sons and daughters” (Phil 2:22; 1 Thess 2:7,11). I lament

over the fatherly care lacking in Christian organisations. Teachers and trainers are many,

but where are the “fathers?” (1 Cor 4:15).

When I retired from the Blessing Youth Mission in 2003, as per the norms, the Mission

calculated my compulsory staff savings from only what I drew as a salary, not what was

sanctioned to me. It came to about IRS 1,00,000/- which also I fully spent to gift copies

of my daily devotional, Better Everyday, to the 1000s of longtime supporters of BYM. Thus

I started my retired life with nil bank balance! The pension-like payment made to me after

retirement, as the Chief Advisor of BYM, also was stopped after a few years at my request

because I am receiving enough as personal gifts from the beneficiaries of my 50-year Bible

Teaching ministry, besides their regular support to the Mission (1 Cor 9:11).

Several men and women in the 1960s and 1970s, in South India, left their lucrative

jobs, despising their promising future, for the Kingdom cause. God made most of them as

Founders and Leaders of Christian ministries. I shudder to think that I was probably the

highest qualified among them, that too from a prestigious Institution like IIT, Madras. No

regrets!

There’s a slump today in the number of Missionary applicants, that too from the cream

of youngsters. As we approach the end of endtime, with very little time left for finishing

the mountainous task of world evangelisation, will you leave your “boats & nets” and tell

God, “Here am I, send me?” (Isa 6:8).
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