
Part 1:  Drawing the Circle 

Meeting 2:  Starting the Prayer Challenge 

Icebreaker Suggestion 
What game, sport, or contest have you ever won 1st place? 

Sermon Discussion Points and Questions  

Doing the 40 Day Prayer Challenge using Draw the Circle Book by Mark Batterson  Time:  13:11 - 21:35 
● Why 40 Days?  The number 40 in scripture symbolizes completion.  It means testing that when completed opens up a 

new season.  

●  40 Day Examples from Scripture:  1.  Elijah coming off the roughest season of his life saw God take him to Mt. Horeb for 

40 days and put life and vision back into him.  After 40 days, he hit a new gear and life got better than ever before.  2. 
Jonah preached to Ninevah for 40 days and afterwards God made all things new in that city.  3. Moses spent 40 days on 

Mt. Sinai and come down with 10 commandments on how to live a new life.  4.  Jesus spent 40 days in prayer and fasting 

with the Father and transitioned from a natural life to a supernatural life.  Your prayer life can do the exact same thing. 

● Every seed produces after its own kind.  If you want a harvest of God speaking to you, you need to sow a seed of 

speaking to Him. Expect God to speak to you during these 40 days because when you sow the seed of speaking to God, 

you will reap the harvest of God speaking to you. 

Describe your current season.  What seed(s) will you plant over the next 40 days? 
 
The Burning Bush Exodus 3:1-4    Time:  21:36 - 28:30 

● Moses lived in the wilderness for 40 years as a shepherd.  He intentionally looked at the bush to see why it was burning. 

When Moses decided to turn aside God, God opened His plan for his life.  The bush did not speak until Moses turned 

aside to look at it.  When you turn aside to devote more of yourself to God, He will open up His plan for your life. 

● Why do the 40 day challenge 1st thing in the morning?  Note Ex. 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.”  When 

God is literally first, it literally helps stop other things to come before Him.  When God is first, the rest is blessed. 

● Why daily?  In scripture, consistency seems to matter more than length.  Note the parable in Luke 18:1-8 about the widow 

and the unjust judge.  She was consistent in her request for justice.  The lady planted a seed and watered it daily. Note at 

the end that Jesus asked, “When the Son of Man returns, will He really find faith on the earth?”  Water you prayer seed 

everyday.  We plant, we water, God gives the increase. 

Describe your “burning bush” experience.  An experience where God moved when you paid attention in that area. 
 

Pray for Yourself?  Time:  28:31 -  

● Why?  Because you’re worth it.  A fully functioning free you is one of the greatest gifts that God can give the world. 

● When you’re bound, it’s hard for you to do anything for anyone else.  

● Public victory is fun!  Note: If you’re winning publicly and not happy privately, your public victory will mean nothing. 

What gift has God placed in you to give to the world (those around you)? 

Next Step 
Start the 40 day challenge.  Do like the minister Pastor Joel mentioned:  Go home; lock yourself in your room; draw a circle 

around yourself, and get on your knees so that God will start a revival in that circle. 

Prayer Focus 
For the next 40 days, lift up your voice in prayer by waking up to God and Goals. 

 

 

 


