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This lesson offers a basic of some of the major events of the era of U.S. Imperialism. Most of 
the information in this presentation is completely new to students in middle school. 
Therefore, this lesson offers an overview of the new content (written at an accessible middle 
school level), along with some generalized skill practice relating to cartoon analysis and 
primary source reading.  

Great for grades 6 - 9!

Students will learn about 
three topics (see lesson 
title), and then discuss how 
the benefited the U.S. and 
the reactions against 
imperialism. 

What led to the rise of 
Imperialism?

8.3c.2 - Students will 
examine the purpose and 
effects of the Open Door 
Policy.

8.3d.1 - Students will 
evaluate the United States 
actions taken under the 
Roosevelt Corollary and their 
effects on relationships 
between the United States 
and Latin American nations, 
including the building of the 
Panama Canal.

Teachers should review the presentation. There are some animations that have been 
included that should be reviewed also. Also, teachers should take a moment to familiarize 
themselves with the content before a discussion with students.

There are options with this presentation. Teachers might only use the presentation (it can 
easily be made digital, or teachers might use a platform like Pear Deck.) There are two 
version of the handout included. Teachers might have students use the handout and then 
answers the questions on the handout (pgs 1-3), or teachers could have students just 
discuss the questions orally (pgs. 5-6). The exit ticket is only included in handout form. 

● This is a simple and easy teacher-led presentation with interactive student 
participation built right in. Teachers should present and work through each of 
the slides with students in order. Although, this lesson provides a basic 
overview, with the right class, teachers might take a more critical view of 
Imperialism, and have students think about the impact of U.S. actions (35 min.)

● Give students time to complete the exit ticket. This exit ticket offers a review of 
this lesson and a review of some content from previous lesson also. (5 min.) 

Student Sources:
● A copy of the Google Slides presentation (can be provided through Google 

Classroom) if needed. This presentation can be assigned as a fully digital lesson, or 
be used in some combination with the printed handout. 

● A copy of the handout for students. 

Teacher Sources:
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the classroom presentation. This link will 

prompt you to make a copy. 
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the handouts. There are two versions 

included. The first has space for student notes - pgs. 1-3. The second is a shortened 
version with the text already written (pg. 5-6). A key is also included and exit ticket 
are also included. 

I utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include but not limited to the 
following:

● Henretta, James A., et al. America’s History. Bedford/St. Martins, 2014.
● Foner, Eric. Give me Liberty. W.W. Norton and Co., 2020. 
● http://www.inquiriesjournal.com/articles/1002/roosevelts-imperialism-the-venezuelan

-crisis-the-panama-canal-and-the-origins-of-the-roosevelt-corollary
● https://www.history.com/topics/landmarks/panama-canal

8.3c Interest in Pacific trade 
contributed to an increase in 
United States foreign 
interactions.

8.3d The Roosevelt Corollary 
expanded the Monroe Doctrine 
and increased United States 
involvement in the affairs of 
Latin America. This led to 
resentment of the United 
States among many in Latin 
America.
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