
 
 
 
 

 

 

Apr. 1 Hillis Scholarship Applications Due 
 

April 5 Red Cross Blood Drive 

 

Apr. 14 Palm Sunday Breakfast 

 

Apr. 17 Easter Egg Coloring with  

 Joyful Noise 
 

Apr. 18 PW Maundy Thursday Breakfast 

 (at Spring Lake Presbyterian Church) 
 

  Maundy Thursday Worship 
 

Apr. 19 Good Friday Stations of the Cross 

 7 a.m.-7p.m. 
 

  Good Friday Worship with First 

 Congregational Church (at FCC) 
 

Apr. 20 Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Apr. 21 Easter Sunday Worship Services: 

 7 a.m. Flowering of the Cross 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional 

 11 a.m. Contemporary 
 

Apr.  26 Youth Auction 

 

Apr. 27 FPC PW hosting Lake Michigan 

 Presbytery PW 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday, April 14 
 

9:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 

All-Church Breakfast 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 18 
 

9:30 a.m.  

PW Gathering brunch and program with  

Spring Lake Presbyterian Women (at SLPC) 

7:00 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday worship service at FPC 

with the Geneva Choir and the choirs of 

First Congregational Church of Muskegon 
 

Good Friday, April 19 
 

7:00 a.m.  

Men’s worship and breakfast with the men of  

Spring Lake Presbyterian Church (at SLPC) 

7:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Stations of the Cross in FPC sanctuary 

7:00 p.m. 

Worship service with the Geneva Choir  

and the choirs of First Congregational Church  

(at FCC, 1201 Jefferson, Muskegon)  
 

Saturday, April 20 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Easter Sunday, April 21 
 

Sunrise Worship, 7:00 a.m. 

Traditional Worship, 8:45 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship, 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

Saturday, April 13 

9 a.m.—noon 
 

You bring your favorite yard 
work tool, we’ll bring the mulch 
and the coffee! 
 
(suggested tools: 
rake, shovel, pruners, 
wheel barrows) 
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Prayer Concerns:  

Tom Braak, Robert Erskin, Jeff Hurley, 

June Lindberg, Barbara Race, Sue Roper, 

Carol Winton, Gerry VanStratt, and 

our service men and women 
 

Our Sympathy: 

 to June Swart on the death of her  

husband, Bob Swart, on February 28, 

2019. A memorial service for Bob 

will be held sometime this summer. 
 

 to Bea Rose and Christine and Doug 

Bahl on the death of husband and 

father Paul Rose, on March 2. A  

memorial service for Paul will be 

held later this year. 

 

 to Dave and Kim McDonough and 

family on the death of  Dave’s  

mother, Joanne McDonough, on 

March 25, 2019. 

 

Congratulations! 

 to Calvin Clark on the birth of his 

grandson, Jack Anthony Clark,  

on February 4, 2019. Parents are  

Dr. Christopher and Erin Clark. 

 

 to Char Soule on the birth of her 

great-grandson, born to James and 

Alexis Bradley, on March 1, 2019. 

 

 to Jaclyn and Adam Suchecki on the 

birth of their daughter, Caroline Ruth, 

on March 5, 2019. Grandparents are 

Marty and Jan Blanchard and great- 

grandmother is Ruth Suchecki. 

  

Thank you:  

“We are so grateful to all of you and 

God for your presence in our lives, 

especially during this time.  
 

Thank you for your prayers and  

support for Bob and our family.  

We grieve him but rejoice that he is 

with our Lord.  
 

Blessings and thanks,” 
 

           - June Swart and family 

In Our Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every month, we publish birthdays 

of our members and friends who  

are no longer able to come to church 

regularly. Bless their special day 

with a card from their church family! 

  

 Apr. 23 Margaret Linebaugh 

 1410 S. Ferry Street, G-18 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

 Apr. 25 Muriel Mersereau 

 18525 Woodland Ridge Dr. 

 Room 31 

 Spring Lake, MI 49456 
 

 May 10 June Lindberg 

 1410 S. Ferry 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
  

 May 19 Gerry VanStratt 

 Christian Haven Home 

 704 Pennoyer, Rm. 20E 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

 May 28 Sue McClellan 

 1450 S. Ferry Street, Apt. 228 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 

How Can I… 
 

 Volunteer for Supper House? 
To help serve dinner at Supper 
House on the fourth Monday  
of the month, contact: Karen 
Losee:  248-495-2746 or  
ksschmit@gmail.com 

 

 Volunteer for Youth Group 
Dinner Clean Up Crew? 

 Go to our Sign Up Genius Page: 
 https://bit.ly/2K3aCyD 

or contact Maddie Lambert: 
mlambert@fpgh.org or 842-6760 
 

 Read Scripture in Worship?
Contact Rob Andersen: 
randersen@fpgh.org 
 

 Help with Bingo? 
Contact Ron Mass: 
616-846-7576 or 
rwm60@hotmail.com 

to Cornelius Nebbeling! 
Casey is celebrating his 101st birthday 
on March 27. We’ll celebrate with cake 
in the lounge between services  
on March 31. 
 
and to Muriel Mersereau,  
who turns 90! on April 25. Join us for 
cake in the lounge between services on 
April 28. 

Dear Youth Camp Project: 

Thank you for extending support in 

camp funds for our youth. Opening 

the funding to apply to six different 

campgrounds is helpful. We appreci-

ate your help and are looking forward 

to a great summer! 

        - Aricka Coffee, Youth Director, 

           FPC Muskegon 

 

“A big thank you to all who donated 

books to the Joyful Noise C-Fund 

Pizza + Books giveaway! You helped 

us get 1,800 books into the hands of 

children, and their families also  

enjoyed a pizza dinner. You are  

Joyful Noise heroes!” 
 

   Sally Segers, 

          Director of Joyful Noise 

 

Have you checked out our 

new church information site? 
 

 

Go to onrealm.org and log in! (put in 

your email address and click on “forgot 

your password?” to get a password). 
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From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

Some 
 years it seems  
like we’ve just 

welcomed Jesus on Christmas, 
blinked, and Easter is here. This year 
that is not the case. Easter comes 
about as late as it can, and it has given 
me more time to think about how we 
prepare our lives for Easter through-
out Lent. (It also gives our members 
who have sought the sun in warmer 
climes this winter the chance to be 
here for Easter this year. Hope to see 
you soon, snowbirds!) Our Lenten 
Taizé services are a hidden jewel in 
our calendar. These 30-minute services 
are a respite from the busyness of life. 
They are a way of deepening community 
and faith, so check them out if you 
aren’t already coming.  
 

For Holy Week we have much 
planned. We begin with our festive 
Palm Sunday services and share a 
meal together. We are sharing wor-
ship with our friends from Muskegon 
Congregational Church on both 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 
Their choir and musicians will join 
ours at both services. Thursday will 
be at First Presbyterian Church at 
7:00, and it will be a service centering 
on the events of Thursday in Jesus’ 
life – the last supper, the anguish of 

Gethsemane, the betrayal, and the 
denial. On Friday we move to  
Muskegon to worship with them in 
their sanctuary, where we will have a 
Seven Last Words service filled with 
meaningful and beautiful music,  
prayers, and readings. If it’s not your 
pattern to worship during Holy Week, 
I encourage you to make time this 
year. It makes Easter something  
different entirely. Of course, we’ll 
have our joyful Easter services at 
7:00, 8:45, and 11:00 that Sunday. 
Invite your friends!  
 

In other news, Session had a retreat  
in March where it worked on the 
church’s Core Values and strategic 
priorities. They have approved the 
Core Values, and we’ll be giving 
more attention to those in May and 
through the summer. I’m very excited 
to have these done because I believe 
they’re a great description of who we 
are and what we aim to do. We have 
four Core Values, and they are: 
 

 We are Christ-centered. 

 We are better together. 

 We are at the heart of the  
community. 

 We are created to create.  
 

Session is working on fine-tuning the 

strategic priorities for our ministry, 
and we’ll report those when they  
are complete.  
 

Some have been asking for an update 
on my studies. They continue to go 
well. I have turned in my final paper 
for my final class. Once that is  
approved, I have to put together a  
project proposal, called a prospectus. 
When that is approved, I will  
implement my project in ministry at 
the church. I’m focusing on disciple-
ship and what shape it takes in a 
church like ours, particularly  
intergenerationally. You all will be 
part of my project, so stay tuned! 
Once that is complete, I have to write 
a large project report, called a retro-
spectus, probably in the 75-100 page 
range. Once that is approved and  
defended, I’m done! I’m hoping that’s 
around a year from now, but we’ll 
see. Thank you for supporting me in 
this part of my ministry. It’s a blessing 
to be your pastor. 
 

In Christ, 
 
Pastor Troy 

From the Session  

News From the March Session Meeting 
 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis of 
the main points of the last Session meeting. If you would like more  
detail, the Session minutes are posted on our website at www.fpgh.org 
 

Highlights: 
 Approved the church’s Core Values, the result of our retreat with TAG 

Consulting.   
 Continue working on our Strategic Priorities related to our Core Values.  
 Approved dedicating the proceeds of the Golf Scramble to playground 

improvements.   
 Initiated the annual review of the membership rolls.  
 Elected elder commissioners to attend the March stated meeting of  

presbytery.  
 
It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church.  
Keep us in your prayers. 

From the APNC 

Search Committee  
Updates 

 
The APNC is in a brief season of  

waiting and discernment as we seek  

the next associate pastor for our 

church. We invite you to pray for us 

and our pastoral candidates as we 

seek God’s will together.   

 

Members of the APNC: 

Kim Beber, Barb Butterworth,  

Meghan Heritage, Keith Konarska, 

Ron Mass, Mark McCloskey, and 

Maddy Olson 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Tidings article deadline for May 2019 issue: April 19, 2019 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or staff@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

Has anyone seen the latest local news 
that affects all of us in Ottawa Coun-
ty, the State of Michigan and beyond? 
 

“Plenty of water, available and  
abundant to meet all of our needs, is 
something we have taken for granted 
in Ottawa County. Access to fresh  
water has never been perceived as a 
problem until it was learned that  
water from the deep bedrock aquifer 
system located underneath our feet is 
being pumped-out faster than it can 
be replenished. Since completing a  
7-year scientific study of our ground-
water resources in early 2018, the 
County Planning and Performance  
Improvement Department has been 
developing a coordinated plan to  
mitigate issues associated with  
declining water levels in the deep  
bedrock aquifer. A coalition of  
scientists and other experts has been 
assembled to help develop and guide 
strategies to effectively manage our 
groundwater resources into the future. 
A few of these strategies may include 
changes in the manner by which new 
development is approved and  

constructed, and changes in the way 
people use their water. For instance,  
it may not be the best long-term  
decision to use fresh drinking water to 
water our lawns – there are other  
options. This is the type of “new-
thinking” that all stakeholders will 
need to embrace to ensure our  
sustainability as a County. In addition 
to working with scientists and other 
experts to glean their expertise, the 
Planning and Performance Improve-
ment Department is also consulting 
and collaborating with environmental 
agencies, educational organizations 
and water-user groups, among others. 
Later this year, the County will be  
releasing its Groundwater Management 
Plan that outlines the necessary  
implementation strategies to ensure 
continued access to abundant, fresh 
groundwater in Ottawa County.”  
 

For ways you can help conserve  
water, watch these short videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4Uo6rhRwwBA  
 

https://www.miottawa.org/GroundWater/
strategy.htm  

From the Green Committee 

Groundwater Conditions in Ottawa County  

You are Invited... 

 

Do you have questions about 

the Presbyterian Church? 
 

Are you thinking about 

becoming a member of  

First Presbyterian Church? 
 

Find out more by attending our 

Inquirers Class! 
 

Reserve your spot by contacting 

Karen Nienhouse at 842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org.  
 

Nursery care is available. 

Mission Committee 
Food Collection  

Update 
 

The Mission Committee collects 
food and household goods through-
out each month to donate to local 
food pantries. Thank you for your 
generous donations in 2018! 
 

Due to your generosity, in 2018 we 
were able to supply the following 
food pantries: 
  

The People Center 625 lbs. 

Love In Action 490 lbs. 
Salvation Army 532 lbs. 

 Total for 2018         1,647 lbs. 
  

These totals are approximate and 
include food and household goods. 
 

Let’s go for 2,000 lbs. in 2019! 

April 
Food Collection 

 

Each month, the Mission Committee 
collects non-perishable food and 
household goods for different local 
food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 
Love in Action. Special requests are 
for:  

 Cereal 

 Ramen noodles 

 Applesauce 
 

Please bring donations 
to the designated spot  
in the Gathering Area.  
 

Thank you!  

PW Hanging Basket 
Flower Sale 

 

The Presbyterian 
Women are once 
again taking pre-
paid orders for a  
variety of 11” 
hanging baskets.  
Baskets are $16 each and order 
forms are located in the church  
office and at the Welcome Desk.  
 

The deadline for orders is Sunday, 
April 21. Flowers will be available 
for pick-up on May 10 & 11 from  
1-3 and on Sunday morning, May 13 
(Mother’s Day). 
 

All proceeds support PW missions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Uo6rhRwwBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Uo6rhRwwBA
https://www.miottawa.org/GroundWater/strategy.htm
https://www.miottawa.org/GroundWater/strategy.htm
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Community Artist & Speaker Series 
of First Presbyterian Church  

 

Susannah 
West Michigan Opera Project 
Sunday, May 5, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Join us for the final C.A.S. event of the  

season with a performance of one of the 

most-performed American operas of all 

time, Susannah.  
 

Written by composer Carlisle Floyd and 

performed by the West Michigan Opera 

Project, Susannah tells the story of a wide-

eyed and lovely young woman who lives a 
simple and happy life with her older  

brother Sam, who raised her. Susannah finds herself viciously ostracized by 

her small Tennessee mountain village after a group of church elders targets 

her as a sinner, but when the town attempts to drive her out of town, she 
stands her ground. 

 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

In Our Church/Outreach 

Save the Date!  
 

for the 

3rd Annual  

Golf Scramble 

“Fun”Raiser 

on Sunday, June 23, 2019!  
 

All proceeds will go to the  

Joyful Noise Playground  

Equipment Fund 
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Blood Drive 
April 5 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, April 5 

12:00—5:45 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

sign up online at:  
www.redcrossblood.org 

Walk-ins welcome! 
 

Special Offering: 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING is the single, largest 
way that Presbyterians come together every year to work  
for a better world — sharing God’s love with our neighbors 
in need around the world by providing relief from natural  
disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the poor  
and oppressed. 
 

We support those who are dependent on outsiders for food, 
those who now receive seeds and silos to sustain a future  
for their children and communities; those whose land and livelihoods are 
threatened and now receive legal aid and protection for the land that is  
rightfully theirs; and those whose homes and loved ones have been lost to  
catastrophic events, offering hands and resources to help rebuild — and  
prayers to help restore. 
 

Each gift helps to improve the lives of people in challenging situations 
through three impactful programs: 
 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (presbyterianmission.org/pda) 
-  receives 32% of funds raised 
 

 Presbyterian Hunger Program (presbyterianmission.org/hunger) 
 -  receives 36% of funds raised 
  

 Self-Development of People (presbyterianmission.org/sdop) 
-  receives 32% of funds raised 
  

Please generously share your blessings by contributing to the One Great Hour 
of Sharing special offering. Envelopes will be provided in the pews or you 
can text OGH to 20222 to give $10. 

June 23 

Sign ups start soon! 



In Our Church 

“Direct Your Dollars”  
to Joyful Noise! 

 

The Joyful Noise  

C-Fund has the  

opportunity to earn 

$1,000 from  

SpartanNash Stores! 
 

It’s easy to help us “Direct Your  

Dollars.” Every time you shop at any 

Family Fare Supermarket or D&W 

Fresh Market, save your receipts. 

We’ll be collecting them in the black 

box at main entrance to our building, 

or through direct drop-off in the  

Joyful Noise office! 
 

For every $150,000 in receipts we 

collect, we will earn a $1,000  

donation from SpartanNash. With 

your support – and your receipts – 

we’ll be raising money to fund our 

important services to area children! 
 

Thanks so much for your “directing 

your dollars” to Joyful Noise  

Christian Childcare!  
 

(Note: to get credit, we need the 

whole receipt) 
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

FPC Financial Update 
as of February 28, 2019 

 

Offerings Received  
Year-to-Date 

$151,612 
 

Expenditures Paid  
Year-to-Date 

$165,791 
 
To all who give to support the  

mission of the church—thank you! 

You make the ministry go! 

 

If you are not a regular giver, please 

consider becoming one. Not only is 

it healthy for the church, it is also  

spiritually healthy for you! 

 

Giving online is easy! Just  follow 

this link: 

 

https://bit.ly/2xTbGMG 

 

or call (842-6760) or stop in to  

the church office. We would love  

to help! 

 

Tips for Visiting 
Friends with Dementia 

 

Many of us have friends and relatives 
suffering from some measure of 
memory loss and/or confusion. Here 
are some tips for conversing with 
these loved ones: 
 
1. Never argue—instead, agree. 
2. Never reason—instead, divert. 
3. Never shame—instead, distract. 
4. Never lecture—instead, reassure. 
5. Never say remember— 

instead, reminisce. 
6. Never say “I told you”— 

instead, repeat. 
7. Never say “you can’t”— 

instead, say what they can do. 
8. Never demand—instead, ask. 
9. Never condescend—instead,  

encourage. 
10. Never force—instead, reinforce. 
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Youth Ministries 

Annual Youth Auction & Fundraiser  
 

When: Friday, April 26th at 5:30 
Where: Grand Haven Community Center 
Why: To raise money for youth Mission! 

 

Mission trips are a valuable way to empower our  
students to serve and learn about other communities in 
our world. Often times the financial strain for families 
can make it impossible for students to ever gain from 
this experience. In order to get costs down for partici-
pants we need donations from people like you! This 
summer we are headed to St. Louis to work with Oak 
Hill Presbyterian Church where we will learn about how 
they serve their local community and participate in their ongoing ministries. 
 

This year’s live and silent auction items include: 

 A week stay in Orange Beach, AL 

 A cottage at Christmas Mountain in the Wisconsin Dells  
May 5-11 (dates are non-negotiable, cottage sleeps 6) 

 2 Tickets to a Red Wings game 

 Pastor Troy mowing your lawn in a T-Rex suit 

 Professional paint service for a bedroom-sized room in your home 

 Original artwork from various members of the congregation 
 

Tickets for the auction are $20, which includes entry  
into the event, a fully catered dinner, and soft drinks.  
Drink tickets will also be available for purchase.  
 
Tickets may be purchased from the youth after wor-
ship services on Sundays, or online at:  
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4049573 

 

All proceeds go towards youth mission and service projects.  
This summer we are headed to St. Louis!  

 

*cash and checks are appreciated for ticket purchase and auction items 

 

Youth Group: 
Save These Dates! 

 
Sunday, April 7 

No Youth Group—

Enjoy your spring 

break! 

 

Friday, April 26:  

Youth Auction at the Community 

Center beginning at 5:30 pm. 

Children’s Ministries 

Graduation Sunday, 
May 19 

 

Sunday, May 19th is Graduation  
Sunday! Join us as we celebrate and 
honor all of our graduating students  
(high school, trade school, college, or 
something else)!  

 
Are you graduating or do you know a 
graduate you’d like recognized? Stop 
by the church office to fill out a form! 
 

 

Don’t Miss  

the 3rd annual 

Youth Dinner 
& Auction! 

 

When: April 26, 5:30 p.m. 

Where: Grand Haven  

Community Center 

Cost: $20 per person 

Includes: Dinner and live music 

Drink tickets available for purchase 

 
Tickets available in the church 

office or online at: 
https://

www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/4049573

Easter Egg Coloring 
with Joyful Noise! 

 

Bring the whole family 
and some boiled eggs for 
this annual Joyful Noise 
tradition! All you need 
are your eggs and a little 
creativity! 
 

Dye and decorations are provided. 
 

Everyone is invited to join us from 
6:00 to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 17 in the recreation room. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 20 

 

Children age 2 through 2nd grade  
are invited to bring their Easter 
baskets and join us for the Easter 
story, an egg hunt, prizes, cookies, 
and fellowship.   
 

The fun begins in the 
lounge at 10:00 a.m. 
 

(remember to bring 
your own baskets!) 

https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4049573
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4049573
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4049573
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4049573


 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
10:30 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

April 2019 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No 132 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

! 
 

Your Easter flower dedications make it possible to decorate the sanctuary and to 
purchase flowers for the Easter worship services.    
  

Anyone who wishes to make a dedication may do so by completing the form below 
and returning it to the church office (or drop it in the offering plate) by Palm 
Sunday, April 14. After Easter, the flowers will be shared with those who are home
-bound or hospitalized. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and 
telephone number. Suggested donation: $12 for each dedication. 

 

 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DEDICATION 2.   Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIVEN  BY:___________________________________________Phone:________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation: “Easter dedication” 


