
    The NBA delegation to the NAB Lead-

ership Conference brought a full plate 

of issues and items to present to our Sen-

ators and Congressman on their Hill visits 

to Washington, DC on Wednesday, 

March 3. 

Prior to the Hill visits, the delegation at-

tended two full days of meetings during 

the NAB Leadership Conference held at 

the Ritz-Carlton Hotel.   

The day started early with the group at-

tending the Nebraska Congressional 

Breakfast, held each Wednesday when 

Congress is in session in the cafeteria in 

the Dirksen Building.  All five of our Ne-

braska Representatives were present 

and the breakfast was chaired by Con-

gressman Lee Terry. 

The NBA group included Chairman 

Craig Larson, KTIC/KWPN, West Point;  

Chairman-elect Roger Moody, KLKN TV, 

Lincoln; LLC Eric Brown, KRVN, Lexington; 

and NBA President Marty Riemenschnei-

der.  The group was joined for the House 

visits to Congressmen Fortenberry, Terry, 

and Osborne by Rolland Johnson, Chair-

man of Three Eagles Communications, 

Lincoln, who also serves on the NAB 

board, and by Peter Pappas, lobbyist for 

Pappas Telecasting.   

The list of subjects to be covered 

seemed longer than ever, but special 

emphasis was placed on the Digital TV 

Conversion, Satellite Radio, Low Power 

FM, and Content Regulation/

Indecency.  Additionally the delegation 

provided a report on Local and Com-

munity Involvement by 22 Nebraska-

licensed Radio and Television stations or 

groups compiled from reports sent to 

the NBA office in February. 

The NBA delegation also presented an 

FCC Compliance & Survey report which 

demonstrated the considerable re-

sources that are needed to create re-

ports and to perform the myriad tasks to 

meet FCC Compliance issues.  The 

group explained that with even more 

compliance and shorter licensing peri-

ods being considered in Congress, that 

stations will be required to allocate even 

more time and resources in the future.   

From the 15 radio station groups that 

responded to the survey, a total of 5581 

hours are devoted annually to FCC 

Compliance matters, averaging 372 

hours per year, per respondent.  

Estimated costs of preparing and deal-

ing with FCC Compliance requirements 

average $35,711 per radio station 

group.  For the television stations that 

reported, FCC Compliance averages 

$81,620.50 per station group.   

For the first time in several years, the 

NBA delegation met personally with 

both Senators and all three Congress-

men.   
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NBA ADDRESSESS ADDITIONAL IS-

Thirty-two Nebraska State Senators and their guests attended the NBA’s 2005 

Legislative Reception held at the Burnham-Yates Conference Center at the 

Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln, January 31. 

A feature of the event was a tarot card reading by Susan Rhoads, where both 

senators and broadcasters could foresee their future.  Piano music was provid-

ed by John Carlini and hors d’oeuvres and cocktails added to the festivities. 

NBA Chairman Craig Larson paid special tribute to the legislators for their dedi-

cation and personal sacrifice in serving the people of Nebraska.  It was an 

evening of fun and fellowship as senators, broadcasters, associate members 

and guest enjoyed the annual legislative event. 

 

STATE SENATORS SALUTED AT LEGISLATIVE RECEP-
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NBA Website Being Updated 

March Madness:  A phrase associated with office pools, 

filling out brackets and rooting for your favorite college 

basketball team.  For a few members of your Nebraska 

Broadcasters Association, March Madness takes on a differ-

ent meaning; the annual trip to Washington DC and the 

National Association of Broadcasters State Leadership Con-

ference. 

This year the Nebraska delegation consisted of Executive 

Director Marty Riemenschneider; legislative liaison Eric 

Brown of KRVN, Lexington; Chairman-elect Roger Moody, 

KLKN-TV Lincoln and yours truly. 

The highlight of the conference is the trip up to Capital Hill 

to lobby our Congressional delegation. Like Sandhill cranes 

returning to the Platte River, thousands of delegates, lobby-

ists and special interest groups converge on our nation’s 

capital this time of year hoping for a few precious mo-

ments with a Senator or Congressman. 

As in past years, the Nebraska delegation spent the day 

scurrying from between the Russell, Hart and Rayburn build-

ings.  Hustling down the long, marble corridors, we’d fight 

the power suits and briefcases for a spot on the elevator. 

The Nebraska Broadcasters Association should be pleased 

that all five of our elected officials took the time to meet 

with us.  Congressmen Lee Terry and Tom Osborne even 

stepped out of important committee meetings to listen to 

our concerns. 

As usual, the broadcasting industry faces a myriad of legis-

lative issues.  Among the topics we discussed this year with 

our representatives: HDTV, Low Power FM and satellite ra-

dio. 

During the two days prior to our Capital Hill visit, we spent 

our time attending legislative briefings, panel discussions 

and NAB legal updates. 

Typically, the NAB State Leadership Conference attracts 

some of the most influential politicians in Washington, and 

this year was no exception.  On day two of the confer-

ence, delegates heard from Harry Reid, (D-NV) Democratic 

leader in the Senate; Senate Com-

merce Committee Member George 

Allen, (R-VA); and Republican Con-

gressman Joe Barton of TEXAS, Chairman of the House En-

ergy Committee.  Also that day, the Chairman of the Sen-

ate Commerce Committee, Ted Stevens of Alaska ad-

dressed the conference.  The Republican lawmaker’s re-

marks were well received by those in attendance.  Unlike 

the previous Chairman of the Senate Commerce Commit-

tee, John McCain, Stevens if viewed by many as a friend of 

broadcasting. 

It has been a pleasure to represent the Nebraska Broad-

casters at the state leadership conference the past two 

years. If I have learned anything from my DC visits, it is that 

the broadcast industry is constantly under attack.  At every 

turn there is a movement to control our spectrum, burden 

us with more regulation, infringe on our frequencies or give 

up our airtime. 

To summarize a comment made by Senator Stevens, Con-

gress spends more time defeating bad legislation than 

passing good legislation. 

Sometimes that bad legislation is due to poor communica-

tion.  While in Washington we heard countless war stories 

from other broadcasters.  Some politicians from other states 

perceive their local broadcasters to be out of touch with 

their communities.  This is not the case in Nebraska, and we 

want to make sure it stays that way.  The next time a Sena-

tor or Congressman is in your area, be sure to invite them to 

your station.  We have a great story to tell.  We just need to 

remember to tell it. 

Face-to-face meetings with our representatives and clear 

lines of communication are so important to the lobbying 

effort.  When your NBA asks you to contact an elected offi-

cial, I hope that your will take the time to pick up the 

phone or send an email.  We need to make our concerns 

known.  Those key, problematic issues facing our industry 

can only be defeated if we respond with a strong unified  

voice. 

In an ongoing effort to keep the Nebraska Broadcasters Association website (www.ne-ba.org) updated with fresh ma-

terial, a new feature has been implemented called “Bulletins/Advisories” which contains articles, bulletins, and adviso-

ries from our Washington attorney partners which are sent regularly to the NBA office.  Past advisories and bulletins had 

to either be mailed or faxed to members.  This new feature allows members to download these timely, informative arti-

cles at will.  The only requirement is that one must have Acrobat Reader capability, which is also provided for down-

loading on that page.  All future advisories/news articles/bulletins will be posted on this page in the website.  The NBA 

office will send out notices of new items to the members, informing them that these items have been loaded on to the 

website. 

Other improvements are being implemented as well.   Members will soon be able to pay their dues, legislative recep-

tion bills and convention registration fees on line via “Online Store”, and a new feature called “Gallery” is being read-

ied to post pictures from the various NBA events held throughout the year. 

http://www.ne-ba.org/
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Scenes from the Legislative Reception 



   Capital 

Comment  

     by  

   Kathy 

Ramsey 
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An old Washington saying encapsulates 

the importance of grassroots lobbying,  

“The quickest way to a Member of Con-

gress’s heart is through their backyard.”   

It is relatively early in the 109th Congress, 

but members of both the House and 

Senate are already examining legislation 

that could do irreparable damage to 

local broadcasters. 

Members of the House Commerce Com-

mittee are drafting legislation to make 

December 2006 a hard date for the end 

of the STV transition.  By requiring televi-

sion  stations to prematurely end their 

analog broadcast, Congress could po-

tentially cut-off the more than twenty 

million households that rely exclusively 

on over-the-air reception.  As Congress 

gears up for action on DTV, broadcast-

ers need to educate their Members of 

Congress on how a premature hard 

date could harm our viewers, their con-

stituents. 

Radio broadcasters have plenty on their 

plate.  Senator John McCain (R-AZ) has 

reintroduced legislation (S.312) that 

would relax 3rd adjacent channel inter-

ference protections, allowing the FCC to 

squeeze more Low Power FM (LPFM sta-

tions onto an already crowded FM dial.  

This is not a questions of competition.  

The issue is protecting FM listeners from 

aggravating 3rd adjacent channel inter-

ference.  With the FCC already licensing 

hundreds of LPFM stations  that comply 

with 3rd adjacent channel standards 

(and therefore don’t cause interfer-

ence), the current policy allows LPFM  to 

grow and provide  niche services, with-

out harming listeners. 

On the positive side, Congressman Chip 

Pickering (R-MS) and Gene Green have 

renewed their push to keep satellite ra-

dio companies to their work, by reintro-

ducing H.R. 998, a bill to keep satellite 

radio companies from circumventing 

the terms of their national-only license.  

Last Congress, after a strong grassroots 

push by radio broadcasters, 65 House 

Representatives co-sponsored the H.R. 

998.  It will take a renewed grassroots 

effort this year to rebuild support for the 

bill. 

The NAB staff and your State Association 

are on call to assist you in explaining  

these issues.  We have state-by-state 

breakdowns of the number of over-the-

air television viewers.  An NAB produced 

CD provides compelling examples of 

real world 3rd adjacent channel interfer-

ence.  We regularly develop white pa-

pers and issue briefs on all these topics.  

However, these tools are only effective if 

you use them to carry the message to 

Congress. 

435 Representatives and 100 Senators 

make decisions that profoundly affect 

stations’ bottom line.  Just as you would 

not neglect a local advertiser or other 

customer, we cannot afford to ignore 

decision makers in Washington.  GMs 

and Market Managers should make 

communicating with these people a 

part of their business plan.  When your 

Representatives and Senators are home 

from Washington, do you invite them to 

tour your station?  When they do on-air 

appearances in your station, do you 

take a few minutes to explain our policy 

priorities to them?  Do you participate in 

fundraisers for your Congressional repre-

sentatives?  Do you ever visit them in 

their district offices?   

With myriad broadcast policy issues on 

the horizon this year, we have a lot at 

stake.  To be successful this year, broad-

casters need to establish a formal 

“backyard” grassroots-lobbying plan 

early. 

Kathy Ramsey can be reached at 

kramsey@nab.org. 

  

Establishing a  

Grassroots Plan 

NewsRadio Group, LLC and Waitt Radio, 

Inc. announced that effective March 1, 

2005, the parties merged their respective 

companies and formed NRG Media, 

LLC, a Waitt Media affiliate. 

NRG Media, LLC, A Waitt Media affiliate, 

consists of 87 radio stations throughout 

the Midwest and the Waitt Radio Net-

work, based out of Omaha, Nebraska.  

The headquarters for NRG Media, LLC 

are located in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  

Norm Waitt will serve as Chairman of  the 

Board and Mary Quass will be Presi-

dent/CEO.  The primary shareholders of 

the new company are Waitt Media and 

Alta Communications, a private equity 

fund specializing in media investments 

based in Boston.  The merger will be con-

tingent on approval by the Federal 

Communications Commission. 

In announcing the merger, NRG Media, 

LLC President/CEO Mary Quass stated, 

“This is a very exciting time for us.  By 

combining the resources of NewRadio 

Group and Waitt Radio, we are building 

the best local radio group in the country.  

We look forward to working with our new 

radio family and providing our markets 

with Great Local Radio.” 

“We are pleased to have come togeth-

er as partners to form a new company,  

to continue the traditions of Waitt Media 

and NewRadio Group, and create a 

successful organization that will be the 

premier group in the Midwest,” said Nor-

man W. Waitt, Jr., Chairman. 

Lane McDonald, general partner of Alta 

Communications said, “We are excited 

about the merger and believe that the 

NRG management team will be able to 

carry forward the merged company to 

become a true industry leader.” 

NEWSRADIO AND WAITT 

 RADIO MERGER 

Max Brown, a pioneer in broadcast journalism, who founded a  network of radio 

stations serving Nebraska agriculture died in Lexington, NE on December 14, 2004 

at the age of 93.  Mr. Brown was one of the group of leaders of Nebraska farm 

organizations that started the Nebraska Rural Radio Association, which put KRVN 

on the air on February 1, 1951.  The network subsequently grew to six stations:  

KRVN AM & FM, Lexington;  KNEB AM/FM, Scottsbluff; and KTIC AM/KWPN FM in 

West Point.  More than 4200 Nebraska farm and ranch families own the Associa-

tion.  Brown served as Executive Secretary of the Association and General Man-

ager of its radio stations from their organization until his retirement in 1979.  In re-

tirement, he continued to be active in a variety of organizations serving agricul-

ture. He is survived by his sons Eric (and Ruth) of Lexington and Timothy (and Peg-

gy) of San Francisco, as well as five grandchildren. 

  MAX BROWN, FOUNDER OF KRVN 
RADIO, DEAD AT 93 



 

 

 

The Nebraska delegation made up 

of SECC Chairman, Vern Killion, Rob-

ert J. Eastwood, Communications 

Officer of the Nebraska Emergency 

Management Agency, and NBA 

President Marty Riemenschneider 

attended an Emergency Alert sys-

tem Summit in Washington, DC on 

February 26, 2005.   The summit was 

hosted by the National Alliance of 

State Broadcasters Association.  

The goal was to bring government 

authorities and broadcasters togeth-

er to develop appropriate plans at 

the state and local level to utilize 

broadcasters’ unique mass audi-

ence to communicate with the pub-

lic in a crisis. 

Speakers included:  Ann Arnold,  

Texas Association of Broadcasters 

Executive Director & Chair of the 

Government to Media Subcommit-

tee for the FCC’s Media Security & 

Reliability Council;  David Barrett,  

CEO of Hearst Argyle Television and 

Chairman of the FCC Media Security 

& Reliability Council;  Suzanne 

Goucher, President & CEO of the 

Maine Association of Broadcasters; 

Reynold Hoover, Director, Office of 

National Security Coordination for 

FEMA; Ron Laney,  Office of Justice 

Programs, Department of Justice;  

Frank Lucia, retired FCC Chief of EAS 

and Herb White, from NOAH/

National Weather Service. 

“Studies show most people expect 

to be warned in times of danger by 

broadcasters. Dissemination of 

emergency information is imperative 

and must become a part of state 

and local government’s standard 

operating procedures,” Goucher 

said. Summit attendees agreed 

states must ensure that the Emer-

gency Alert System is robust and 

that established communications 

protocol are in place in order to pre-

vent disasters.  NASBA assembled 

experts and materials to help edu-

cate attendees on the importance 

of registering their statewide EAS 

plans and assisted attendees with 

information to identify federal grants 

to upgrade existing systems. 

Additionally it was noted that all 

states now have AMBER programs 

with many states reporting success-

ful recoveries.  PEP stations are now 

being planned for all 50 states, ex-

panding the 32 station system now 

in use.  Currently, Nebraska does not 

have a PEP station. 

Killion noted that few states have a 

state wide EAS interconnect like Ne-

braska.  Many states use a hodge 

podge of links through state 2-way 

and microwave systems.  One of the 

main problems requiring immediate 

attention is user training.   

Many states are now starting to uti-

lize NOAA radio for alert info like Ne-

braska pioneered.  Future plans call 

for the development of digital sig-

naling more  efficient messaging sys-

tems.  Funding is a major issue for 

enhancing EAS operations. 

Killion also advises that by now all 

EAS decoders should have the new 

extra alert codes added to their 

alert filters.  Stations need to check 

to confirm that their EAS decoder 

will respond to the following alerts in 

their area:  CDW, DSW, FRW, HMW, 

KEW, LASE, NMN, TOE, NUW, RHW, 

SPW and CAE for AMBER warnings.  

Automated stations should have all 

of these codes set for automatic re-

lay.  Manned stations should receive 

the alerts and then use them at their 

discretion. Plans are underway for 

regional EAS meetings and a follow-

up summit next year.  

 

 

EAS SUMMIT HELD IN WASHING-

The University of Nebraska College 

of Journalism and Mass Communi-

cations and the Nebraska Broad-

casters Association have joined to 

establish an award recognizing 

those Broadcast Pioneers whose 

leadership has contributed to the 

quality of broadcasting and broad-

cast education. 

Robert E. “Bob” Thomas has been 

named the 2005 recipient of the 

Broadcast Pioneer Award.  He will 

be honored at an awards luncheon 

at the Wick Alumni Center on the 

UNL campus at noon on Thursday, 

April 14, 2005.  This event is part of 

the annual J-Days celebration.  Pre-

vious winners have been Ray Lock-

hart (2000), Harold Soderlund 

(2000), Don Meier (2001), Gordon 

Charles Bud Pentz (2002) and Rich-

ard Chapin (2003). 

A native of Omaha, Thomas served 

as Executive Vice-President and 

General Manager of WJAG and 

later KEXL, Norfolk, Nebraska from 

1951 to 1985, and as Executive Vice

-President of KCOL AM/FM, Fort Col-

lins, Colorado from 1964-1985. 

Thomas served as President and 

Secretary-Treasurer of the Nebraska 

Broadcasters, and received the 

NBA’s first ‘Lifetime Member 

Award” in 1966;  “Outstanding 

Broadcaster Award “ in 1971; and 

was elected to the NBA’s “Hall of 

Fame” in 1972. 

He has also served as President of 

the Nebraska Associated Press 

News Association; Charter member 

of the NAB’s “Small Market Radio 

Committee” and has participated 

on many other NAB committees.  

Over the years he has also been 

active in many local civic affairs 

and area activities. 

BROADCAST    

PIONEER AWARD 

TO BE PRESENTED 

TO ROBERT E. 

“BOB” THOMAS 

Spring is 
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As the NBA Executive Director, I 

take great pleasure in touring the 

facilities of our member stations 

across the state.  Having worked in 

small market radio years ago and 

then owning a stand alone Class A 

FM, I have an appreciation for 

what goes into a station, small or 

large.  Two station groups stand out 

as showplaces.   The first is the new 

broadcast facility at KNEB AM-FM 

in Scottsbluff, and the other is the 

state of the art complex at Journal 

Broadcast Group’s  Omaha opera-

tions. 

Journal’s new facilities are a direct 

result of the consolidation process 

that has taken place in the radio 

marketplace over the last few 

years.  When I first came to Omaha 

in 1986,  The John Galt location in-

cluded KEZO and 1490, which was 

then known as KEDS.   In 1995 Jour-

nal bought the stations from Narra-

gansett and added KKCD (CD-

105.9)  to the group.  The company 

continued to acquire stations over 

the next few years, adding 97.7 

(now KBBX) in 1997, followed by 

KESY AM/FM (1420 AM, 104.5 FM) 

and then filled out their compli-

ment of 8 stations with the acquisi-

tion of WOW AM and FM from 

Great Empire in 1999.  ( now KOMJ 

and Channel 94.1). 

Great Empire had relocated their 

AM/FM combo to a brand new 

10,000 square foot facility at their 

new tower location at 72nd and 

Crown Point.  Meanwhile, Journal’s  

six stations were bursting at the 

seams at their John Galt Blvd loca-

tion.  Logistically, this became a 

management challenge trying to  

run the  eight stations in two differ-

ent locations after Journal pur-

chased the Great Empire stations. 

Both locations did not have the 

space to adequately house all of 

the eight stations. 

In 2002, the owner of the 72nd Street 

building sold the property to Jour-

nal, which set in motion the plans 

to move all 8 stations into one facil-

ity.  The company broke ground in 

August, 2003 and added another 

10,000 square foot facility, which 

now houses the administrative and 

sales operations while the original 

building was converted into a stu-

dio building which holds 11 studios 

for the eight stations;  six full-time 

on-air studios, three production stu-

dios, and two AM studios for the 

automated stations that also can 

be used for production.  Addition-

ally,  the building contains space 

for engineering, and programming 

personnel. 

The business offices moved from 

the John Galt location in June of  

2004 and subsequently  the stations 

studios were moved two at a time 

to the new facility which  finally cul-

minated with the last stations and 

personnel moving in August 17, 

2004. 

The new studio complex is state of 

the art, utilizing Scott Studios SS32 

equipment.  Scott was chosen by 

Journal Director of Engineering, 

Andy Laird, for its ease of use, and 

it’s flexibil-

ity, and 

that the 

system 

works well 

with the 

Market-

ron traffic 

system. 

The studi- os 

are digi- tal 

from the 

board to the transmitter, and are 

ready to go full digital over the 

next 12-18 

months, said 

John Gaeta, 

Chief Engi-

neer of the 

Omaha op-

erations. 

Except for 

mics, re-

motes and 

other live 

feeds, all au-

dio is stored on the automation sys-

tem.  The stations will also edit 

phone calls on the computer with 

Scott’s Lazer Blade. 

The other major change was from 

discrete consoles and multi-pair 

wiring to a centralized audio en-

gine and digital wiring plan.  

Logitek audio Engines and console 

surfaces handle the routing, while 

a Radio Systems Studio Hub+ oper-

ates the infrastructure.  The audio 

engines are connected with fiber 

optics cable, a single twisted CAT-6 

Cable. 

  Each studio was constructed to   

house as little equipment as neces- 

sary.  Because of the central router 

approach, the need for sources in 

each room was reduced, resulting 

in a cleaner look in each studio. 

Journal Broadcasting’s Omaha Facility is Stunning! 

(Journal, con’t on Page 8) 
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Here are the highlights of the association’s Board of 

Directors Meeting held January 31, 2005, at the Corn-

husker Hotel, Lincoln. 

 Drugs Are a Dead End-  Coordinator Karen Walklin 

introduced Laurie Sutter, Nebraska Health & Human 

Services, who explained in detail the reasoning be-

hind the sugrant of $294,000, given to the NBA to 

further the Drugs Are a Dead End Campaign, in-

cluding an explanation of the procedures of the 

grant, and the goals.  Oversight Committee Chair-

man, Mark Halverson explained how some of the 

funds will be spent, utilizing nationally-renown pro-

duction houses for radio creative, and an extensive 

research project. 

 NBA Awards of Excellence-  The board approved 

giving cash awards this year to the Best of Catego-

ry and Gold Awards.  The total amount of money 

given this year will be $3,900, payable out of the 

NBA Foundation account. 

 Freedom of Information-  Co-chair Larry Walklin re-

viewed the working relationship between the mem-

bers of the NBA and Media of Nebraska, monitoring 

legislative activity in the current session of the Uni-

cameral  regarding  

 Freedom of information issues.  Eric Brown, NBA LLC, 

and General Manger of KRVN, Lexington appeared 

before the board and explained his concerns and 

activity in attempting to further expand the open 

meeting laws regarding videoconferencing. 

 Government Relations- President Riemenschneider 

and Chairman Larson discussed the upcoming ses-

sions of the NBA Leadership Conference in Wash-

ington, DC.  The board also enjoyed meeting new 

Governor Dave Heineman at our annual luncheon 

at the Governor’s mansion. 

 Hall of Fame-  Chairman Larry Walklin reviewed the 

Hall of Fame Selection process and the board ap-

proved two new members for induction at the Hall 

of Fame Banquet on August 10, 2005. 

 NBA Foundation-  The board voted to continue the 

scholarships for UNK, UNL and UNO.  Both UNK and 

UNO will receive $1200 scholarships, but the schol-

arships for UNL have been raised to $1500 due to 

the cooperation the UNL College of Journalism 

gives the NBA regarding the satellite seminars and 

making their facility available for board meetings. 

 Member Services-  President Riemenschneider re-

ported on membership, recent sales seminars and 

upcoming events.  He also reminded the board 

that the next round of Alternative Inspections 

would commence in the Spring, and that he was 

helping coordinate a “Central Nebraska Broad-

casters Job Fair” to be held in Kearney on April 13.   

The NBA website is being upgraded in many areas, 

to allow members to pay dues, convention registra-

tion, for example, on line.   A new feature will allow 

bulletins and advisories to be put on the website, 

thus a savings on postage.   A new photo gallery of 

NBA events is being readied as well. 

 Convention Report-  Chairman Larson reported 

that speakers are being lined up for this year’s con-

vention.  John Wells King, who appeared at the 

Legal Update in 2004 will return along with Roy 

Stewart, FCC Enforcement Bureau, is scheduled to 

appear as well.   Sales and Programming speakers 

will soon be announced. 

 Associate Member Representation-  The board vot-

ed via paper ballot to have an associate member 

fill the three year term for representation on the 

board.  Karl Bieber, SAC Museum, and former Asso-

ciate Member from Waitt Radio was elected as the 

representative. 

Board 

       Briefs 

“Great information”, “Now this is stuff our sales staff can 

immediately use to increase revenues.”  “We really en-

joyed Brandies’ presentation.”  These are some of the re-

sponses to the NBA Soderlund Sales Seminar delivered via 

satellite in cooperation with the UNL College of Journalism 

and Mass Communications on February 25. 

Brandeis Hall, Radio Advertising Bureau’s director of NTR 

and Co-op presented the seminar which included Event 

and Cause Related marketing, Vendor Programs , Special 

Interest NTR, the 10 Keys to NTR success and 25 Cam-

paigns to Hit the Streets with.    The teleconference, which 

was coordinated by Michael Goff and Larry Walklin was 

received at eleven sites around the state. 

Tapes of the seminar are available by contacting Dr. 

Walklin at UNL, or by contacting the NBA office. 

A second Soderlund seminar is in the planning stages for 

the Fall of 2005.  Ideas regarding subject matter for these 

seminars are always welcome. 

Successful Soderlund Satellite 

Seminar 
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(Journal, con’t. from Page 6) 

The KEZO studio is an absolute show-

place, with a board that raises up and 

down so the board operator can use the 

studio in either a “stand up” or “sit 

down” configuration.  The studio is also 

large enough to accommodate live mu-

sicians and features a house mixing 

board and plug ins available for bands. 

These new facilities serve as a show-

place for the Omaha Journal Opera-

tions.  General Manager Steve Wexler 

and Operations Manager Tom Land will 

proudly arrange for a tour.  If you’re a 

radio junkie, this is a must-see! 

 

Journal Broadcasting Group’s 

Omaha station KBBX-FM is one of 

the 50 finalists of the coveted 

Crystal Awards.  It is the only Ne-

braska-licensed station to receive 

this nomination and is the only 

Spanish language station in the 

country to be nominated for a 

Crystal. The station broadcasts to 

the Spanish market in Eastern 

Nebraska. 

 Congratulations to the staff and 

management for this honor!! 

      KRCO, 660 AM has been sold to Salem 

Communications to pair up with their re-

cent acquisition of KGBI-FM formerly 

owned by Grace Bible Institute.  Salem  

reportedly paid $3.1   million to buy KRCO 

from Eternal Broadcasting LLC.  General 

Manager Johnny Andrews is running both 

stations as the   Omaha Market Manager.  

According to Andrews, KCRO   listeners 

won’t notice a great on-air change.  

“Our acquisition of KCRO demonstrates 

our commitment to Salem’s foundational 

Christian Teaching and Talk format and 

allows area listeners to enjoy many of the 

same programs they’ve heard for years 

on this station.”   “ KCRO joins KGBI, our 

new contemporary Christian music station 

and provides another venue for us to 

serve Omaha and surrounding areas,” 

said Salem CEO Ed Atsinger. 

KRCO JOINS KGBI IN 

OMAHA SALEM  

CLUSTER 

KBBX-FM RECEIVES 

CRYSTAL AWARD 

NOMINATION 

  

The FCC has released the new fiscal 

year 2005 regulatory fees and to no 

surprise, the increases range from 1% for 

certain Class A AM stations to 14% for 

certain VHF TV stations.  In one move 

that is a bit surprising, there has been a 

reduction for regulatory fees on Con-

struction Permits, by up to 70% from last 

year. 

 

FCC RELEASES 2005 

REGULATORY FEES 

                                                                                 
WELCOME                                                          
            NEW      MEMBERS 
 
 Leonard “Len” Clark   Chris Hunt 
 Lincoln Saltdogs   Alltel 
 403 Line Dr. Circle, Ste. A  1440 M Street 
 Lincoln, NE  68508   Lincoln, NE  68501 
 

 Kathryn Witte    McCook Radio Group 
 NE United Methodist Conf.   KBRL/KICX/KRKU 
 2631 N. 49th St.   1811 West “O” St. 
 Lincoln, NE  68504   McCook, NE  69001 
                 KTLX—91.9 FM 
        2200 25th St. 


