
With this activity, students will analyze 31 primary sources, including photographs and 
newspaper articles. They will collect details from those sources and determine how 
laboring impacted children around the turn of the century. 
NOTE: This lesson does not discuss child labor laws. Those laws will be discussed in a 
later assignment. 

Great for grades 6 - 9!

How did work affect 
children in the United 
States between 1880 and 
1910? ?

Students will examine primary 
sources discussing the experience 
of child labor. They will then make a 
claim about the experience of child  
laborers and support that claim 
with evidence. 

8.2c Increased urbanization and 
industrialization contributed to 
increasing conflicts over 
immigration, influenced changes in 
labor conditions, and led to political 
corruption.

8.2a.1 - Students will explore the 
growth and effects of child labor 
and sweatshops.

Student Sources:
● A copy of the handout (pages 1-3) or a copy of the digital activity (as assigned in 

Google Classroom.)

Teacher Sources:
● Link the printed version of the resource in Google Slides
● Link to the slideshow of sources 
● Link to the digital version in Google Slides (text is locked in the background for 

students. Just click - slide - edit theme to edit any text.) 

I utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include but are not 
limited to the following:

● City of Dreams, by Tyler Anbinder 
● https://www.flickr.com/photos/usnationalarchives/albums/72157630403221230/

page1/
● https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/hine-photos

Review the lesson. They are options for implementation with the digital and print 
versions. You might want to have students complete the full lesson on paper, or have 
students complete a combination, or have students complete the full digital version 
instead. Make copies for students if necessary. If students will be visiting the printed 
sources around the classroom, make sure to print out those sources. 

● Have students watch the video discussing Lewis Hine from Vox. You an find the 
video here - Lewis Hine Video. Review the answers with students (10-15 min.)
○ Also, think about asking students about the photograph style of Hine. They 

might compare these photos to the “portrait mode” of current iPhones. If 
teachers have time available, they might have students take their own 
photos in this way and compare the results. 

● Have students work to complete the questions related to the sources. Students 
should be reminded that they are expected  to provide details. Therefore, students 
might need prompting to return to a specific source location for those details. This 
analysis  might take one day, or it might carry on into the next day - it really 
depends on the  grade level and focus of the  students. (25-30  min.)

● Once students are finished analyzing the sources, review  their answers. Teachers 
might do this as students finish  or collectively as a full group. Assign the exit for 
the remainder of the class, or as homework. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/usnationalarchives/albums/72157630403221230/page1/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usnationalarchives/albums/72157630403221230/page1/
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/hine-photos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddiOJLuu2mo&t=300s


Name _______________________________       Period ______

1. Why was Lewis Hine hired by the National Child Labor Committee?

2. Why types of issues did Hine photograph? 

3. What types of photograph techniques did Hine use to document child labor?

4. How did these photographs lead to changes? 

The industrialization of the United States led to a drastic increase in the demand 
for labor. Children had always participated as laborers on family farms. With the 
expansive growth of industrial factories, the children of lower class and immigrant 
families were often hired as workers. Factory owners liked to hired children 
because they could pay them extremely low wages and the small size of the children 
made it easier for them to manipulate machine parts and tools. Around 2 million 
children were laboring in industrial factories by 1910. 

In 1904, a group of Progressive reformers formed the National Child Labor 
Committee. Their goal was to end child labor in the U.S. through the passage 
of new laws. Lewis Hine, photographer, was hired to document the lives of 
those factory children through photographs. 

Lewis Hine

PART 1 - DIRECTIONS: As you watch the video about Lewis Hine, answer the 
questions below. 

PART 2 - DIRECTIONS: 

1. Read the questions on page 2. 

2. Closely examine the primary sources that have been placed around the 
classroom. As you examine each, take notes that answer the questions 
provided. 

3. TAKE YOUR TIME. The more detail, the better! 


