
For all Congregational members:

Digest of Presbytery Meeting held at
Benalla Uniting Church
Thursday November 21st 2019
The meeting commenced with worship led by Rev Veronica Bradley. Luke 23: 33-43 was explored
using the Bible Discovery Method introduced to us by Mat Harry at a previous workshop. The
passage was read twice and a third person then related the story from memory. Reflection in small
groups followed – What does this say about God? What does this say about us? What is God saying
to you?
Pastoral joys shared included the joyful news of the birth of Lucy Grace daughter of Jen and Cam
Shields, Shepparton, Youth Reps of Presbytery.
Peter Thomas, Director, Property Services and Sam Nicholas, Executive Officer, Mission Resourcing
Unit (MRU) outlined their respective roles in the Synod. MRU includes Finance, Accounting and
Budgeting, Insurance and Risk, Accounts payable and receivable, Payroll, People and Culture,
Property Services and Congregational Business Support. Peter outlined the work of Property
Services, stressing that their task is to work for us and the wider church. Efforts are being made to
simplify forms in relation to property matters. Peter stressed the importance of personal
communication – support is available – ask early and ask often. PART (Property Applications Review
Team) is the approval forum for most congregational projects. Peter left copies of detailed checklists
for commercial and residential leasing.
Denisse Sandovaal, Social Justice Advocate with eLM in the Priorities, Focus and Advocacy (PFA)
Unit is willing to come and work with congregations, speak to congregations on matters relating to
climate change, people seeking asylum, seasonal workers’ programme, how to be a welcoming
community for refugees. Denise spoke of the new model for community refugee sponsorship
initiative in Australia (CRSI) See www.ausrefugeesponsorship.com.au for more details of the paper
published May 2019.
Sharing the Story: Wangaratta UCA outlined some of the ways they are reaching out to under-
privileged, socially isolated and children with disabilities in their community… Veronica for the last 2
terms has spent time in a classroom with a child with challenging behaviours assisting with strategies
to discern the difference between good and bad choices – and the positive results of this. Other
programmes were highlighted in a short film – Special needs indigenous students learning more of
their culture resulting in improved self-esteem, parents and toddlers’ craft group, plans to introduce
‘mainly music’ programme in 2020 and an all-abilities youth group.
Given the extreme weather conditions attendance was understandably low. Recommendation was
made that in the future, on Code Red Days, Presbytery meetings will automatically be cancelled.
Elections for 2020 Office bearers and Committee Members were held but not finalised.
Further discussion was held on the proposed location and times of Presbytery meetings for 2020.
Ideas will be collated and discussed by the Standing Committee. A new Presbytery website has been
developed: https://www.northeastvicuca.net.au. Any comments on this can be sent to Brian
Spencer.
Resources: Weekly Podcasts are being produced by Fran Barber and Robyn Whitaker – podcasts
where a Biblical Scholar and a Minister explore one of the lectionary texts to equip preachers to
proclaim the Word https://bythewell.com.au. Resources for Advent 1, Preaching Matthew in Year A
with Bill Loader and a Trailer are already available.



Rev Brian Spencer has developed Google Map dots for each congregation – it is possible for each
congregation to “grab” its dot and add photos, details of worship times etc. free of charge. Please
contact Brian for assistance with this.
Rev Dr Judy Redman Ecumenical Tertiary Chaplain at Latrobe Uni Wodonga and Charles Sturt
Campuses Albury/Thurgoona for the past 9 nine years provided a detailed written report to
Presbytery. Judy’s Service of Release and a Celebration of the Ecumenical Tertiary Chaplaincy will be
held Dec 8th commencing with morning tea at 10:45, St David’s Albury and a Service at 11:15am.

For more details see Minutes of Meeting when available.  Helen Collins Chairperson


