
“A Confessing Community: Studies in the Sola 5 Confession of Faith” 

Lesson 44: The Sola 5 Confession of Faith 10.1–10.2 

After death, the human body returns to dust; the spirit, however, is immortal and neither dies nor sleeps 
(Genesis 3:19; Matthew 10:28; Luke 16:23; 23:43; 2 Corinthians 5:6–8; Hebrews 9:27). The spirits of the 

righteous are received into the presence of the Lord in anticipation of their final resurrection and full 
eternal inheritance (Luke 16:23; 2 Corinthians 5:6–8; Philippians 1:21–23; Revelation 6:9). The spirits of 
the wicked are cast into hell, where they await their final judgement (Luke 16:23–28; Acts 1:25; 2 Peter 

2:9). 

A time is coming when all the dead shall be raised and their souls united to their imperishable, resurrected 
bodies forever (John 5:28–29). 

(Sola 5 Confession 10.1–10.2) 

We saw in our very first lesson in this series that a confession of faith seeks to distil what the Bible teaches 
into compact form, but that the confession itself is only to be affirmed to the degree that it can be clearly 
shown to be consistent with Scripture. Scripture is infallible; confessions are fallible human interpretations 
of Scripture. It is for this reason that confessions supply proof texts for their claims. 

But we must also be careful to note that a claim is not necessarily infallibly accurate simply because a proof 
text is supplied in parenthesis to support it. A confessional affirmation is accurate only to the degree that 
the supplied proof texts actually say what the confession affirms. 

All of this is important for Section 10 of the Confession. We will note at times that there is disagreement 
within broader evangelicalism over certain truths that the Confession affirms. While BBC largely affirms 
that the Sola 5 Confession is an accurate representation of biblical truth, we recognise too that there are 
some areas in which good Christians disagree and which need not be areas in which ungodly division is 
caused. Some disagreements do not preclude a Christian from membership in a particular church. 
Confession 10.1–10.2, as we will see, provides an example of such non-essential disagreement. 

The Confession begins: After death, the human body returns to dust; the spirit, however, is immortal and 
neither dies nor sleeps. The spirits of the righteous are received into the presence of the Lord in anticipation 
of their final resurrection and full eternal inheritance. This affirmation has to do with the intermediate 
state—the time between a Christian’s death in the present and his or her resurrection on the final day. The 
Confession argues for a conscious experience during the intermediate state. Some evangelical Christians 
do not find support in the Bible for a conscious intermediate experience. Consider the supplied texts to 
reach a conclusion as to what the Bible teaches on this matter. How (if at all) do the supplied texts support 
the affirmation in the Confession? 

Genesis 3:19:    

    

    

Matthew 10:28:    

    

    

Luke 16:23:    

    

    

    

Luke 23:43:    
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2 Corinthians 5:6–8:    

    

    

Hebrews 9:27:    

    

    

Philippians 1:21–23:    

    

    

Revelation 6:9:    

    

    

Given your consideration of the above texts, how would you process the claim of some evangelical 
Christians that there is no consciousness in the intermediate state?    

    

    

    

Does the thought of unconsciousness in the intermediate state do any damage to the Christian’s eternal 
hope?    

    

    

The Confession likewise affirms the consciousness of unbelievers during the intermediate state: The spirits 
of the wicked are cast into hell, where they await their final judgement. Again, consider the supplied texts 
and assess this affirmation. 

Luke 16:23–28:    

    

Acts 1:25:    

    

2 Peter 2:9:    

    

The Confession gets to the real crux of the matter in 10.2: A time is coming when all the dead shall be raised 
and their souls united to their imperishable, resurrected bodies forever. 

The supplied text here is John 5:28–29. As you read those verses, when do you think this resurrection takes 
place?    

    

Given Jesus’ prophecy, as well as Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18, is there 
any reason to suppose that dead believers today have glorified bodies?    

    


