
 
 
 
 

 
Nov. 4 Roots Lock-In 

 

Nov. 6 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 

Nov. 11 Feeding America Food Truck 
 

Nov. 13 Congregational Meeting 
  

  TCM Town Hall Meeting 
 

Nov. 19 Fall Grounds Clean-Up 
 

Nov. 20 Angel Tree Sunday 
 

Nov. 25 Office Closed 
 

Nov. 27 Deck the Halls  
 Celebration and Dinner 

 

Dec. 2, 9, 16 
 Advent Services and  
 Soup Suppers 

 

Dec. 3 Muskegon Chamber Choir: 
 A Wreath of Carols 

 

Dec. 4 PW Candy, Craft & Bake Sale 
 

Dec. 8 Heritage Luncheon 
 

Dec. 18 Service of Light and Hope 
 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services: 
  5pm  Children’s Impromptu

  Christmas Pageant 
 

  7pm Contemporary Service 
  of Lessons and Carols 
 

  10pm Traditional Service of 
  Lessons and Carols 

 

Dec. 25 10am Whole-Church  
  Worship Service 

 

Upcoming Events 
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TCM Counseling Update:  
Town Hall Meeting on November 13  

 

Tri-Cities Ministries Counseling has closed  
on the purchase of their “new” home and  
anticipates moving from our white house on 
the corner by the spring of 2017. As a church 
we have some time to consider the best use  
for the house that has been home to TCM for 
39 years.  
 

The ministry staff has begun to dream 
dreams, but the staff is not the only source of 
ideas in this congregation. Session and its 
committees are praying and looking towards the future. The whole  
congregation “owns” the ministry and is included in the bigger picture of  
how to use the corner space on Clinton and Fifth. 
 

On November 13 at 3:00 p.m. in the Lounge, the Trustees are offering an  
opportunity for a town hall type of meeting to discuss proposed mission ideas. 
You are invited to come together for a time of prayer and discussion. Join  
with leaders of the congregation and let God awaken our imaginations to see 
where God might be leading us in ministry. 
 

It has been a privilege to be part of TCM Counseling’s mission that  
“anyone who lives, works, or worships in the Tri-Cities area who has need  
for professional counseling, will never be turned away.” We have provided 
space as well as funds for this work of God, and as your pastor I urge you to 
continue to support them both prayerfully and financially. 
 

Visit their website or drop in at the house. A kind word or a note of  
encouragement for their ministry is always welcome. Give thanks to God  
that we have been able to be one of the many churches to support this  
outreach of love to the community. 
 

Grace and peace,  

 Linda 

 

Fall Clean-Up 
 

Put on your work gloves, grab a rake and come out  

and help us clean up the church yard for the holidays! 
 

Saturday Morning 

November 19 

9:00 a.m. 
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Prayer Concerns:  

Dick Christy, Helen LaVercombe,  

Ruth Mastenbrook, Sandy Teunis  

and Lynne VanderMeer 

 

Our Sympathy: 

to Barb Boyer and family on the 

death of her mother, Phyllis Hays,  

on October 2, 2016 

 

 to Joyce Black, Cindy Podorsek and 

family on the death of husband and 

father, Rev. Darld Black, who passed 

away on October 6, 2016. 

 

 to Barb Butterworth on the death of 

her husband, Larry Butterworth, on 

October 7, 2016. 

 

 to Karen and Harry Nienhouse on the 

death of Karen’s sister, Ruth David, 

on October 13, 2016 

 

 to Bob Schroeder and Martha Myers 

on the death of wife and mother,  

Lillian Schroeder, on October 17, 2016. 

 

 to Ivan Nordin on the death of his 

wife, Joanne Nordin, on October 26, 

2016. A memorial service for  

Joanne will be held at 11:00 a.m.  

on November 12, 2016, at FPC. 

 

Congratulations: 

to Calvin Clark on the birth of his 

first grandchild, Ryan Matthew 

Clark, on October 17. Proud parents 

are Chris and Erin Clark. 

  

Thank you: 

 “Please let our friends at FPC Grand 

Haven know of the Black family’s 

deep appreciation for the outpouring 

of love shown to us in many ways at 

the passing of my dear husband,  

Rev. Darld Black. We are so grateful 

to know that many prayers were  

lifted up and answered for his  

comfort and peace in the last few 

weeks. Thank you all and God bless.” 

- Joyce Black 

In Our Church 

 
Every month, we publish upcoming 

birthdays of our members and 

friends who are no longer able to 

come to church regularly. We are 

sure that cards from their church 

family would be very welcome and 

appreciated! 
 

Nov. 5 Evelyn Wood 

1025 Taylor 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Nov. 18 Dee Scholtz 

604 Ellie Court 

Spring Lake, MI 49456 
 

Nov. 23 Jerry Lamb 

Freedom Village 

145 Columbia Avenue #254 

Holland, MI 49423 

 

Thank you: 

 “Dear Church Family, 

 Thank you so much for all your  

support this past 5-6 months through 

all my health problems—brain bleed, 

relearning to walk and heart surgery. 

Your kind thoughts and prayers  

surrounded me even as the prayer 

shawl did. My grateful thanks for 

each and every beautiful card, they 

were all appreciated. In order for my 

raspberries not to go to waste, so many 

of you came to pick—thank you! 

 In His love, 

Beth Maschewski 

 

 “Thank you for all of the cards,  

letters, soup, and prayers during  

my recent diagnosis and surgery. I 

could feel the love!” 

  Patty Warner 

 

“What a wonderful, supportive  

church family. Harry and I received 

an overwhelming amount of prayers, 

hugs and cards when my sister Ruth 

passed. We feel blessed.” 

  Thank you, 

 Karen and Harry Nienhouse  

 

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to those who have made a financial faith commitment to  

First Presbyterian Church. Without your financial gifts, the many, 

many missions of FPC would not be able to continue. 
 

If you have not yet turned in your Estimate of Giving card, please  

take the time to complete the one 

that was sent to you in the mail or 

pick one up in the church office. 

You may also submit your pledge 

online at www.fpgh.org (under the 

“Support FPC” tab), or simply call 

the church with your information. 
 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Matthew 6:21 
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Tidings article deadline for December 2016 issue: November 14, 2016 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

In Our Church 

An Update From the PNC 
November 2016 

 

The Pastor Nominating Committee’s work continues to require confidentiality.  
 

Members of the committee are listening to pastors preach and are evaluating candidates whose resumes 
and interests matched with FPGH’s Head of Staff opportunity.  
 

Please keep us in your prayers as we continue efforts to locate the right person to serve our congregation. 
As always, your comments and suggestions are welcome. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Bill Blessing, Lynne Bosch, Becky Burton, Jay Neitring, Rick Skodack, Meggie Snyder, Deb Stanley,  
Margie Steinmetz and Melanie Ver Duin 

CROP Walk 
2016 

 

It was a wonderful afternoon for our 
Tri-Cities CROP Walk on October 2.   
We were blessed that so many of our 
faith community joined together in  
unity in one afternoon to make an  
impact for people who are  
vulnerable in our community and 
around the world.  We had over 200 
walkers! With the beautiful weather, 
many decided to take the 5K route, 
mindful of those who must walk this 
distance to provide for their daily water 
needs!   
 

Early counts indicate that we’ve gone 
over the $36,000 mark, but there are 
some walker envelopes outstanding 
and donations are still welcome.  Our 
goal of $42,000 in our 42nd year is not 
out of reach.  Thank you to our many 
walkers and supporters. 
 

Questions? Contact Michelle Potter at 
potterm@shapecorp.com 
 
 

 

Growing in Faith Class 

Churchlife—There’s an App for That! 
November 6 & 20 

 

The Churchlife app and its companion churchlife.mobi are valuable tools  

for officers, committees and church members. Do you need an address,  

e-mail, birth date, driving directions, or do you want to know your giving  

history? Churchlife is at your fingertips! 
 

Sunday, November 6th 10 a.m., Room 3 

This class will focus on the Churchlife app for smart devices such as smart 

phones, notepads, notebooks and any other portable smart devices. 
 

Sunday, November 20th 10 a.m., Room 3 

This class will focus on how to access Churchlife with churchlife.mobi and 

how to login and use the Access ACS online portal using your desktop PC or 

laptop’s web browser. 
 

If you plan to attend one or both classes, registration is encouraged (but not 

necessary). The advantage of giving your rsvp by Thursday, November 3rd is 

that your e-mail address will be set up in the system and you’ll be all set to log 

in and use Churchlife during class. For either class please bring your smart 

device or laptop to class, although having one is not necessary to learn how to 

use Churchlife. A step-by-step 

handout will be made available to 

take home. 
 

Register for classes by contacting 

Tina Ramones:  phone 842-6760 or 



VOLUME 64, ISSUE 11 PAGE 4 

In Our Church/Outreach 

Thank you to all who support First Presbyterian Church.  
 

Revenue is currently running behind budget. Please consider making a financial  
donation to support the mission and ministries of First Presbyterian. 

Budgeted Revenue  YTD 
$682,446 

Actual Revenue YTD 
$614,168 

Total Expense Budget 
$691,098 

 

Under budget $68,278 

Total Expenses YTD 
$674,502 

Under budget $16,595 

Financial Update as of September 30, 2016  

*Total Revenue includes pledged, non-pledged, youth receipts, loose offering,  
  per capita, all miscellaneous revenue and transfers from designated funds 

From Your Stewardship Committee 
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Community Artist & Speaker Series 
Moxie Strings! 

 

The Moxie Strings 

Sunday, November 20, 4:00 p.m. 
 

The Moxie Strings offers listeners the 
unique opportunity to experience some 
of the world’s best-known instruments 
through a young, progressive lens.  
Diana Ladio and Alison Lynn, often 
joined by percussionist, Fritz McGirr, 
compose the majority of their pieces 
and arrange melodies from many  
traditions, resulting in a genre-blurring 
blend of ear-catching melodies and foot-
stomping, rock-influenced rhythms. Their polished, high-energy show and 
unique sound are redefining strings' role in contemporary music, and have 
quickly made the band one of the country’s most promising instrumental acts. 

Based in southern Michigan, the band tours routinely throughout the United 
States both playing shows and teaching clinics.  

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

For a video featuring all of our upcoming events, visit: 
http://fpgh.org/ministries/music-ministries/community-artist-series/ 

Feeding America 
Food Truck 

 

With your gifts, the Mission 

Committee of FPC has sponsored a 

food truck for people in need in our 

community. 
 

If you are able to come out from 

9:30-11:00 a.m. on Friday morning, 

November 11, your help is needed 

distributing food and/or carrying it 

to vehicles. Meet us at the food truck 

that will be parked in St. Pat’s 

parking lot on the corner of US-31 

and Fulton. 

 

It might be cold outside, but your 

heart will be warm! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Muskegon Chamber Choir 
presents 

A Wreath of Carols 
 

On Saturday, December 3, 2016, at 

7:00 p.m., First Presbyterian Church 

will host the Muskegon Chamber 

Choir as they present a local seasonal 

favorite, A Wreath of Carols. 
 

Arranged in collage format, the 

choir, soloists and guest artist will 

cover five centuries of Christmas 

favorites. The guest artist will be 

classical guitarist, William 

Brettschneider. 
 

Be sure to add this concert to your 

holiday “must do” list!. 
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Linda Male, Interim Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 

Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

First Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church   
of Grand Havenof Grand Haven  

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 
 

Saying Goodbye 
 

As a child I learned the answer to this question:  “What is your only comfort in life and in death?” The answer has 
stayed with me and has been not only comforting but also useful in situations of parting, grief, and separation. We  
have said “goodbye” many times in this past year. On Sunday, October 30, the pictures of those members who met 
God face to face reminded us of how fleeting life really is. 
 

We also have grieved over several members who chose to leave us for other churches or to be away for a time of a  
reflection on their memberships. Some of us have relationships that seem to be dissolving in ways we never planned.  
Others face weaknesses in mind and body that are heavy burdens to bear.  Pain is ever near us. 
 

When children seem unreachable, we cry out for fear of losing them. Life can become so busy that we effectively say 
“goodbye” to leisure time. How are we to cope with the stress, the disappointments, and the frustration of continual 
“goodbyes” that are not connected to the finality of death? 
 

Sometimes it is easier to say our final “goodbyes” at a graveside than it is to face our ongoing “goodbyes” in life.  
As our Pastor Nominating Committee comes closer to finding the next Pastor for our congregation, it will be time  
for another “goodbye.” Cole Porter wrote: “Every time we say goodbye, I die a little.” So let’s start to think about  
how to be comforted in the losses we experience.  
 

The question is, “What is your only comfort in life and in death?” The answer covers all situations of change and  
discomfort and loss: “I am not my own but belong—in body and soul, in life and in death—to my faithful Savior,  
Jesus Christ.” The answer includes: “Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life  
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.” 
 

We don’t face change without our Helper, God. We can look ahead with hopes and dreams because we know God is 
with us in life. We can say “goodbye” because we know God is with us in all situations, including death. We continue 
living with the heartfelt knowledge that God is with us no matter what. 
 

“Goodbye” originally was “God be with you.” As God’s beloved we affirm that in all the changes of life there is one 
constant—God with us! So move forward in confidence that change will continue to be part of our lives, and be  
thankful that we are loved by God who never lets us go but holds us close with arms of compassion. 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

It’s Jewel Chip  
Candy Season! 

 
It’s that time of year again! You know 
Christmas is right around the corner 
when the Presbyterian Women make 
their famous jewel chip candy! 
 

The candy will be on sale at the PW 
baked goods, candy and craft sale 
on December 4.  If you would like to 
place a special order of mixed,  
cinnamon or anise candy and have it 
ready for pick up on the 4th, please 
call or email Ruth Suchecki : 

    842-9696 or 

epra3@sbcglobal.net

Special orders are due by November 27. 

Angel Tree Sunday 
 

November 20 
 

Be sure to stop by the tree in the 
lounge and pick up your “angel” 
requests! We have names of children 
from Prison Fellowship as well names 
from the local Salvation Army.  
 

If you are going to be gone on Angel 
Tree Sunday you may call Anne at 
842-9547 to have an “angel” saved 
for you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

...whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.  

Matthew 25:40 

Journey to 
Bethlehem  

 

On December 8, 9 & 10 area 
churches will offer a step back in 
time to the birth of Jesus! Visitors 
to Duncan’s Woods will be brought 
on an outdoor, guided journey from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem, They will 
visit the inn, be turned away, and 
pointed in the direction of the 
stable, where the most precious gift 
of Christmas lay, the Christ child. 
 

Note: Ticket sales are Friday, 
November 11 from 3 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church (527 
Taylor, Grand Haven).  
 

Many volunteers are still needed —
follow these links to sign up: 
 

Trail Volunteers: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0848a9af2ba20-2016  
 

Church and Guide Volunteers: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0848a9af2ba20-20161  

Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 

the Mission for Area People in 

Muskegon Heights. 

 

Please bring any 

donation to church on 

or before Sunday, 

November  6. 

First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

November 6 

Baked Goods,  
Candy & Crafts! 

 

December 4 
 

Calling all Presbyterian women!  

We need volunteers to offer their 

gifts and talents to help out with  

the following: 
 

 baking and crafting 

 setting up displays 

 selling goods between services 

 cleaning up after the sale 
 

 

For baked goods, please package 

items like cookies, cupcakes and 

muffins in groups of six. 
 

You will be able to drop off your 

goodies and crafts at the church on 

Saturday, December 3, from noon 

until 3:00 p.m. 
 

 

Questions? Contact: 

Sue Ochs 

231-780-3717 (home) or 

231-750-3946 (cell) or 

s2123@aol.com 
 

Get ready to shop in the lounge after 

worship services on December 4! 

Deck the Halls 
Celebration!  
November 27 

 

Join us on Sunday, November 27 for 

an all-church celebration to prepare 

First Presbyterian Church for Advent!   

 

Members and friends of all ages are 

welcome to our “Deck the Halls” 

celebration, which will begin in the 

lounge at 4:00 p.m. We will decorate 

trees, hang Christmas greens, and 

make advent wreaths and crafts to 

take home. Following the decorating, 

we will gather for a chili and 

macaroni and cheese supper.   
 

Bring your families  

and friends to share in 

this event which will 

fill your soul with 

laughter and the spirit 

of the season!  
 

Look for a sign up sheet in the 

Gathering Area soon. 

mailto:epra3@sbcglobal.net
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0848a9af2ba20-2016
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0848a9af2ba20-2016
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0848a9af2ba20-20161
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0848a9af2ba20-20161
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Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children  

Shine56  
Schedule 

 
Nov. 6 6:30-8:00 pm 

Nov. 13 6:30-8:00 pm 

Nov. 20 6:30-8:00 pm 

Nov. 27 4 pm, Greening of the 

 Church Celebration 

Hand2Hand Ministries 
A Mission of Care 

 

Thank you to all of you for making our Hand2Hand 

Ministries mission such a success!  
 

For the Thanksgiving holiday, we will be sending home food 

items that will stretch a little further. Donations of pancake 

mix (the “just add water” type) and syrup (in plastic 

containers) would be greatly appreciated. Please drop off any 

donations by November 13. 
 

Our Hand2Hand program currently serves 99 students  

in the local schools, from elementary to high school.  

We thank you for your support of this important program! 

 

Nov. 4 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Youth Groups at FPC 

 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on Sundays from 5:30-7:00 p.m.  

in Fellowship Hall 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets on Sundays from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  

in Fellowship  Hall. 
 

Shine56 is our youth group for all 5th and 6th graders and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  

in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Contact Info: 
For the most up-to-date information on what’s happening in youth group,  

visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 
 

Follow us on Twitter: Roots FPGH: @Roots_FPGH 

   Vine FPGH: @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

 

Coat and  
Winter Wear Drive 

 
FPC is collecting coats, hats, mittens, boots and  

other winter clothing items for those in need in 

our community and local school children. We will 

be collecting until November 5. 
 

Please search your closets for any clean, gently 

used winter items you would like to donate! All 

sizes are being accepted.  
 

For questions, please contact Jill VanderWal (jillv@fpgh.org) or Caleb 

Zokoe (czokoe@fpgh.org). 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

November 2016 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 
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Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Christmas Flower Dedications 
 

Your flower dedication contributions make it possible to decorate the Sanctuary, 
Gathering Area and Lounge with the beautiful flowers and greenery of Christmas.     
 

Anyone wishing to make a dedication to be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin may 
do so by completing the form below and returning it by Sunday, December 11, to the 
church office or by dropping it in the Sunday offering plate. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and telephone number.   
Feel free to use additional forms as necessary.  Suggested donation:  $12/per dedication. 
  
 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 DEDICATION 2.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 GIVEN BY:   
 
 PHONE:  

 
Make check payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation:  “Christmas dedication” 


