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In June 2017 in certain districts of Luhansk and Donetsk regions, controlled by the armed groups of 
so-called “LNR” and “DNR” new facts of human rights violations were identified: illegal detentions, 
restrictions of freedom of movement of civilians, obstruction of  the activities of international orga-
nizations, involvement  of schoolchildren, students and retired people into the events with propa-
gandistic aims, coercion of the residents of so-called “L / DNR” to join “civic society organizations”, 
development of parallel legal system and the violation of property rights. Human rights violations 
have become a “norm” for residents in the territories of so-called “people’s republics”.

1. Illegal arrests, detentions and restriction of freedom of movement

In June, 3rd in Donetsk Stanislav Vasin (real name Aseyev), a journalist and a writer was missed. Later, 
the confirmation of information about the detention of Stanislav by the authorities of the so-called 
“DNR” was received from the administration of the SBU (Security service of Ukraine).

The press office of so-called “general prosecutor’s office of DNR” reported on the 13th of June, that 
the “Supreme court of DNR” sentenced a resident of the village of Bezymennoye of Novoazovsky 
district to 16 years of imprisonment for “espionage in favor of Ukraine and illegal possession of 
weapons, ammunition, explosives or explosive devices, with the serving of sentence in the penal 
colony of strict regime “. The name of the “convict” is not reported.

During the combat mission in the ATO zone (Luhansk region), as a result of the fighting collision, the 
officer of the National Guard of Ukraine (NGU) the colonel Alexander Boyko was missed. As the press 
service of the NGU reported in June 20, 2017, according to unconfirmed reports, the officer is being 
held by one of the illegal armed units of the CDDLR.

The authorities of the so-called “LNR” obliged employees 
of educational institutions in the territories, controlled by 
so-called “LNR” to sign a document on “inadmissibility of 
leaving the territory of Ukraine” and entering the “gray 
zone”. The corresponding orders were received by the em-
ployees of Luhansk Dahl National University and Luhansk 
National Agrarian University. This fact was confirmed by 
local residents.

The representatives of the illegal armed groups of the 
CDDL increase the revision of men of conscript age at checkpoints, presumably with the aim of pre-
venting the outflow of the “mobilization resource” from the territories of Donbas controlled by them. 
As reported by eyewitnesses, in Snezhnoye of Donetsk region, at the checkpoint of “DNR” on the 
“border” between the “republics”, OMON officers (special purpose militia detachment) conducted re-
vision of men. According to eyewitnesses, men who held Russian passport were allowed to proceed.

The press office of the OSCE  - Special Monitoring Mission reported that in June 26, 2017 in  Stanyt-
sya Luhanska, the personnel of the international organization informed the Mission team that in the 
controlled by “LNR” side of the bridge over the Seversky Donets river, a 62-year-old man died, he was 
a resident of the village Makarovo, located in the territory controlled by Ukraine.
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2. Development of parallel legal system, advocacy, notary, courts

In the territory controlled by illegal armed forces of  “LNR” and “DNR”, so-called “powers” and con-
trolled media continue to inform local people and world community on activity of their “state au-
thorities”. It should be noted that this activity has no legal force and is aimed only at demonstrating 
the so-called “statehood” in the “republics”.

“Deputies” of so-called “People’s council of LNR” in June 9, 2017 reconsidered and passed the laws 
“On amendments to the Labor code of the Luhansk People’s Republic”, “On amending certain legis-
lative acts of Luhansk People’s Republic on investment issues” and the Law “ On amending the Law 
of the Luhansk People’s Republic “On Advertising”.

In addition, “deputies of the People’s Council of LNR” are developing the “Code of administrative 
judicial proceedings”.

In “DNR” in June 23rd, so-called “deputies” adopted in two readings amendments to the law “On the 
tax system” in part of increasing the excise tax rate on tobacco products imported into the “republic”.

In the territory controlled by the illegal armed formations of “DNR”, 212 people have obtained 
licenses for executing legal practice since their issuance (August 26, 2016). The information was re-
ported by the chairman of the “Council of advocates of DNR” Konstantin Likhodied in June 13, 2017.

 

3. Coercion for membership in “civil society” organizations and participation in “patriotic” and 
“social” actions of “LNR” and “DNR”. Involvement of children in propaganda

In the territories controlled by illegal armed groups of 
“LNR” and “DNR”, military-patriotic propaganda is actively 
conducted among children, adolescents and youth.

In Rovenki controlled by illegal armed groups, the open-
ing of the first shift in the children’s “military-patriotic” 
suburban institution “Zarnitsa” was held. It is reported 
that 300 children will spend there the summer season.

Close to Luhansk in the vicinity of Khryashchevatoye vil-
lage, the representatives of illegal armed formations in-
stalled so-called “post number 1” at the tank-monument 
for “defenders of the republic”, where the underage mem-
bers of the military-patriotic club of  “Ministry of Internal 
Affairs of LNR”  “Youth of Novorossia”, entered the “honor 
guard”.

In addition, active work on involvement of children into 
“civil society” organizations of “L/DNR” are being active-
ly held. For example, children-youth organization “Young 

guard” of the civic movement “Peace to Luhanshyna” opened 50 primary departments based at 
“republic” schools. On the 6th of June, the head of territorial executive committee of civic move-
ment “Peace to Luhanshyna” Antonina Grechishkina reported, that primary organizations of chil-
dren-youth movement “Young guard” of civic movement “Peace to Luhanshyna” opened at 3 schools 
of Slavyanosierbsk district.
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In so-called “DNR” at the enterprises earlier operated under the jurisdiction of Ukraine, and currently 
seized by pro-Russian militants, after the introduction of so-called “external management”, the in-
volvement of employees into the “civic movement” of “Donetsk republic” continues. Thus, in June the 
employees of 3 energy enterprises joined the ranks of the civic movement “Donetsk republic”, those 
are “High-voltage networks”, “PES Energougol”, and “Donetskoblenergo”.

4. Violation of property rights

In June 2017, in the territories of the “DNR” and “LNR”, the process of so-called “nationalization” of 
enterprises that had previously operated under the jurisdiction of Ukraine or belonged to citizens of 
Ukraine, living in the territory controlled by Ukraine since the beginning of the conflict, continued.

The so-called “State committee for taxes and fees of LNR” in June 2, 2017 posted an advertisement 
on the official website about the search for the owner of two unfinished buildings in Luhansk. The 
first unfinished object with the area of 360 square meters is located at the crossroads of the streets 
Demyohina and Kotsyubinskoho. The second object with the area of 1200 square meters is located 
at: Luhansk, 50 liet Obrazovaliya SSSR str, 60. It should be noted, that the applications from owners 
are accepted within 60 days from the date of the announcement published. After the expiration of 
this period, the enterprises pass under the control of “LNR”.

“Deputy” of so-called “people’s council of DNR” Sergei Zavdovieyev, on the 16th of June reported, 
that 80 markets that execute trading activities in the territory controlled by “DNR”, went into “state 
ownership”.

“The Head of LNR” Ihor Plotnitskyi in June 19 at the meeting of so-called “council of ministers of 
LNR” announced the intention to take away the most massive and profitable routes from private 
carriers in Luhansk. There will be “state transport” operating in popular routes - buses, which are now 
located at the impound lots of “Ministry of internal affairs of  LNR”.

5. Obstruction of international organizations activities

On the 20th of June, 2017, in the territory controlled by so-called “DNR”, the employees of the Spe-
cial monitoring mission (SMM) of the OSCE was fired upon and brutally attacked by an armed man. 
The attack occurred at the observation post located at the railway station in the controlled by “DNR”, 
Yasinovataya city (16 km to the north-east from Donetsk).

Subsequently, the observers returned safely to their base in Donetsk.
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