
Sermon 20: 1 Kings 10:1-13: The Queen of Sheba

OUTLINE

Seeker
Worshipper
Receiver 

INTRODUCTION

How do we understand the visit of the queen of Sheba to King Solomon?  Jesus Christ gives 
us the lens to see the relevance of this OT character, Luke 11:29-32, ‘When the crowds 
were increasing, he began to say, "This generation is an evil generation. It seeks for a sign, 
but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.30 For as Jonah became a sign to the
people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this generation.31 The queen of the South 
will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she 
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something 
greater than Solomon is here.32 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, 
something greater than Jonah is here.’  She is held up as an example of believing.  Her visit 
is held up as one of the highlights of Solomon’s reign, it shows us how God sought to bring 
the nations to Israel to see His glory, fulfilling His mission through Israel.  

There are four aspects of this queen which we want to note in this section.  She was a 
seeker, became a worshipper, then a giver and then became a receiver.  

Seeker

V1, ‘Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of 
the LORD, she came to test him with hard questions.’  Scholars believe that this queen came
from what is today modern day Yemen, which is over a thousand miles from where Solomon
was.  This sort of visit is very significant.  One monarch visiting another was very rare unless
it was in military conquest.  But here we have a queen with a very large retinue in tow 
visiting Solomon.  It is this very thing that Jesus commends her for, and by which she will 
judge others.  It is this aspect of her honest seeking and willingness to find the truth that 
shows up the unwillingness and unbelief in the first century Jews.  Imagine two columns 
and compare this queen with the Jews of Jesus day.
She was a stranger and a Gentile, the Jews were the people of God.
She had heard rumours second hand and on the basis of those took her whole court to see 
Solomon in person; the Jews had first hand encounters with Christ and heard and saw 
firsthand.
She was willing to travel over a thousand miles to have the truth, the Jews rejected it in 
their midst.
She came with hard questions but was willing to learn and receive the answers; the Jews 
asked hard questions in order to try and trap Christ and get Him into trouble.
She saw the lessor glory of Solomon and praised God, v9; the Jews saw the greater glory of 
God in Christ and blasphemed the Holy Spirit.  
She received man’s best wisdom; the Jews rejected the Christ in whom all the knowledge 
and wisdom of God are hidden.
Based on Jesus words it is clear that she became a believer and worshipper of God but 
many of the Jews became the synagogue of satan.  



This queen of Sheba then is a teacher who shows us the way of salvation.  She is the model
sceptic who comes to faith.  She is a challenge to the unbelievers of this age.  Firstly, she 
challenges the prejudice of our generation in her honest inquiry.  How many today reject 
Christ on the basis of hearsay?  They see a discovery channel program that claims Christ did
not rise, or that certain biblical events did not happen, and now they are suddenly experts 
and have a rock solid basis for unbelief.  Or how many have read the Da Vinci Code and 
now discount the bible as a fabrication by the Roman Catholic Church while suppressing the 
truth that Jesus married Mary Magdalene.  Many today have never read the bible but claim 
it is not true.  They claim that Christ cannot be the Saviour of the world but have never 
stopped to test His claims.
  Secondly, the lengths she went to in order to discover the truth put to shame the efforts of
this generation.  If someone has read a few Wikipedia articles and watched a few things on 
Youtube, they think they are now experts who know more than people who have studied 
these things their whole lives.  Her willingness to go that extra mile exposes our easily 
willingness to believe a lie.
  Thirdly, we see that she was willing to ask the hard questions.  How many are willing to 
ask these questions today?  We are all brainwashed by our cultures and are unable and 
unwilling to test our own worldviews to see whether they are good or false.  How many just 
go along with what is in the air, for example, without having a complete worldview of 
creation, our identity as being male and female in the image of God, our identity as spiritual 
beings, the bible as an authority on spiritual things we cannot access through science, throw
out traditional values in the recent gender equality movement.  This queen asked hard 
questions to get to the bottom of things, not content to go along with what others were 
saying.  Will our generation wake up to the fact that they too are in need of asking and 
getting answers to the hard questions.  Does God exist?  How can I know that?  Who am I? 
Why am I here?  Where did the universe come from?  What is good and evil?  Will this 
generation ask these questions and test the materialistic and evolutionary basis that has 
become the status quo? 

She became a seeker on the basis of reports of a man, what will our generation do with the 
reports of Christ?  Four eye witness accounts of His perfect life, miracles, teachings, death 
and resurrection.  The Saviour of the world who has had a greater effect than any other in 
human history.  Will they allow themselves to be satisfied with what someone else says on 
Youtube or will they investigate His claims for themselves.  The stories are many of those 
who have sought the truth and found it.  Here is Lee Strobel’s testimony: 
‘For most of my life I was an atheist. I thought the idea of an all-loving, all-powerful creator 
of the universe--I thought it was stupid. I mean, my background is in journalism and law. I 
tend to be a skeptical person. I was the legal editor of the Chicago Tribune. So I needed 
evidence before I'd believe anything.

One day my wife came up to me--she'd been agnostic--and she said after a period of 
spiritual investigation she had decided to become a follower of Jesus Christ. And I thought, 
you know, this is the worst possible news I could get. I thought she was going to turn into 
some sexually repressed prude who was going to spend all her time serving the poor in skid 
row somewhere. I thought this was the end of our marriage.

But in the ensuing months, I saw positive changes in her values, in her character, in the way
she related to me and the children. It was winsome; and it was attractive; and it made me 
want to check things out. So I went to church one day, ah, mainly to see if I could get her 
out of this cult that she had gotten involved in.



But I heard the message of Jesus articulated for the first time in a way that I could 
understand it. That forgiveness is a free gift, and that Jesus Christ died for our sins, that we 
might spend eternity with Him. And I walked out saying--I was still an atheist--but also 
saying, "If this is true, this has huge implications for my life." And so I used my journalism 
training and legal training to begin an investigation into whether there was any credibility to 
Christianity or to any other world faith system for that matter.

I did that for a year and nine months until November the 8th of 1991, and on that day I 
realized that, in light of the torrent of evidence flowing in the direction of the truth of 
Christianity, it would require more faith for me to maintain my atheism than to become a 
Christian. Because to be an atheist I would have to swim upstream against this torrent of 
evidence pointing toward the truth of Jesus Christ. And I couldn't do that. I was trained in 
journalism and law to respond to truth. And so on that day, I received Jesus Christ as my 
forgiver, and as my leader.

And, just like with my wife, my life began to change. Over time my values, my character, 
the purpose of my life began to be transformed over time in a way that, as I look back, I 
can't imagine staying on the path I was on compared to the adventure and the fulfillment 
and the joy of following Jesus Christ.’1

Worshipper

The story of this queen is not only a great portrayal of how one ought to seek but it is also a
demonstration of God’s OT mission.  God sought to make Israel a place of peace and 
blessing as a light to the Gentiles, Is. 42:9.  God intended to put His glory on display 
through His people.  As a type of Eden was reconstructed in their fertility and prosperity 
indicating the presence of the only true God among them, the nations would see the 
difference and come.  For all the failures of Solomon’s reign this was done in part through 
him.  We see in verse 3 Solomon’s superior wisdom answering her questions.  We see in 4-5
the abundance of wealth which in the OT was a way of demonstrating the blessing of God 
and His presence with His people.   The impact was such that she was left breathless, v5.

Her response is recorded in v6-9, of particular interest is verse 9, ‘Blessed be the LORD your
God, who has delighted in you and set you on the throne of Israel! Because the LORD loved 
Israel forever, he has made you king, that you may execute justice and righteousness."’  
She becomes a worshipper of God, she blesses the Lord and acknowledges Him as the 
source of all the good in Solomon.  All Solomon’s gifts are having their proper effect in 
directing this Gentile to the God who gave those gifts.  V23-24 of the same chapter give an 
indication that she is not the only one, ‘Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth
in riches and in wisdom.24 And the whole earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his 
wisdom, which God had put into his mind.’  This is a fulfilment of Solomon’s prayer request 
at the dedication of the temple, 1 Kings 8:60, ‘that all the peoples of the earth may know 
that the LORD is God; there is no other.’  

Her acknowledgement of God’s delight in Solomon echoes the covenant made with David 
that God will be a father to the son of David.  Her faith reflects not only an 
acknowledgement in the existence of God but His covenant faithfulness and love.  We 
cannot help but move from this son of David whom God delights in to The Son of David that
God delights in—Jesus Christ.  If this Gentile from afar can see the reality of God and 
become a worshipper of Him through God’s delight in Solomon how much more can we 

1 http://www.washedred.com/content/?contentID=47



believe in this God as He delights in His greater Son.  He has blessed Him with a ministry of 
miracles and raised Him from the dead, these and many more things testify to the King that 
God delights in.

We see her give great gifts to the king, v10, ‘Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, 
and a very great quantity of spices and precious stones. Never again came such an 
abundance of spices as these that the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.’  Not only is 
she an example in searching for truth, and in worshipping God but in giving to the true King.
It is clear that she is giving her best.  This we ought to do as we give to the King.  Her 
giving of gifts acts as tribute and submission, we too should give our all to Christ our King in
tribute and submission.  

Receiver

What we need to see is not that she gave great amounts but that the King gave greater 
gifts to her than she gave to him, v13, ‘And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all 
that she desired, whatever she asked besides what was given her by the bounty of King 
Solomon. So she turned and went back to her own land with her servants.’  Solomon gave 
her gifts, and then added to it whatever she asked for.  We cannot help but see here an 
echo of our own relationship with our own King.  He gives to us out of His royal treasury, 
more than that He marries us to Himself so that we have community of property with Him, 1
Cor. 3:21-23, ‘So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours,22 whether Paul or 
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future---all are yours,23
and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.’  but more than that He gives to us whatever we 
ask, John 14:13-14, ‘Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son.14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.’  

Jesus tells us that she will rise up to condemn those who do not believe what will the queen 
of Sheba’s opinion be of you on that day?  Will you imitate her in searching for truth, for 
giving your all to your King reminding you of the King’s bounty to those He loves?  Or will 
you be condemned for having not having searched for the truth and rejected the King when 
you had so much more knowledge than she had?      

                


