
The End of the World
A Study in Revelation

Chapter 8
Opening of the Seventh Seal

The scene around the throne continues as preparation is made for the opening of the seventh seal. Rev. 
Chapters 8,9, and 10 detail Mid-Tribulation events

• The following events occur during the Great Tribulation, the second three and one half year 
period of the tribulation, spoken of by Jesus in Matt. 24

1, The Anti-Christ goes back on his word, and breaks his treaty with Israel

Daniel 9:27(NIV) 27He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’£ In the middle of the ‘seven’£ 
he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing ‹of the temple› he will set up an abomination 

that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.£” (weeks of years – 7 years)
2.Tribulation saints caught up to heaven (ch 7:9-17)
3. Upheaval of nature 8:5
4. Anti-Christ tries to destroy Israel. A remnant hidden

Dan, 9:27, Matthew 24:15(KJV) 15When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 
5. Anti-Christ destroys the world church (the harlot) (Rev 17:16-18)
6. Anti-Christ declares himself to be God (2 Thess 2:3-4)
7.False Prophet introduces worship of the image of the beast (Rev 13:14-15)
8. False prophet introduces the mark of the beast in an attempt to control commerce (Rev 13:16-18)
9. The Two Witnesses begin their ministry (Rev 11)
10. Angelic preaching of the gospel begins (Rev 14:6-9)
11, Plagues begin and continue throughout the final 3 ½ years (Rev 8:9) controlled by the Two Witnesses 
(Rev 11:6)

Revelation 8:1-13(KJV) 1And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the 
space of half an hour.  

• No info given on this silence, perhaps Jesus pondering on what He was about to do. He has not 
been involved in judgment to this point, but is about to release terrible things on the earth 
(Garden of Gethsemane)

• John 5:22-27(KJV) 22For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the 

Son:23That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not 

the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. 24Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 

condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.25Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall 

live. 26For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;  
27And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 

• Luke 13:34-35(NIV) 34“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 
you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under 

her wings, but you were not willing! 35Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will 

not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’£”



2And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.  
• This is not the trump of God, nor the last trumpet. These trumpets were given to the angels

3And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer (incense container); and there 
was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden 
altar which was before the throne.  

• Our prayers are like incense to God
4And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of 
the angel’s hand.  

• 2 Corinthians 2:15(NIV)15For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being 
saved and those who are perishing. 

5And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were 
voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.  

• This is an earthquake in the middle of the tribulation period, different from the wrath of the lamb 
earthquake at the end of the tribulation. This is the signal for the blowing of the trumpets

6And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 7The first angel 
sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the 
third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. 

• The Two Witnesses control these plagues. The third part of trees and all grass burned up over 31/2 
years

8And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: 
and the third part of the sea became blood;  

• Something like a huge mountain
9And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the 
ships were destroyed.  
10And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it 
fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;  

• Rivers and underground water sources (aquifers, wells)\
11And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; 
and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.  

• Wormwood is a flowering herb that is used to make the spirit Absinthe, which is 140 proof, 
70-80% ABV and was banned from production in Europe and the US for 89 years. Vincent Van 
Gogh was an avid Absinthe, or wormwood drinker. People may die of alcohol addiction and 
poisoning.

12And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the 
moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not 
for a third part of it, and the night likewise. 

•  This occurs all at once, and sets up a very strange atmosphere throughout the last 31/2 years of 
the tribulation. Days will have only 8 hours of light, and the sky will be pitch black for 4 hours at 
night. Animal life that relies on the lunar cycle will be affected, as well as agriculture, with less 
available light to grow plants.

13And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, 
woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, 
which are yet to sound!

• Angel (angelos greek –angel, not eagle)

Ezekiel 1:4-10(NIV) 4I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north—an immense cloud with 



flashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light. The center of the fire looked like glowing metal,  
5and in the fire was what looked like four living creatures. In appearance their form was that of a man,  
6but each of them had four faces and four wings. 7Their legs were straight; their feet were like those of a 

calf and gleamed like burnished bronze. 8Under their wings on their four sides they had the hands of a 

man. All four of them had faces and wings,  9and their wings touched one another. Each one went straight 

ahead; they did not turn as they moved. 10Their faces looked like this: Each of the four had the face of a 
man, and on the right side each had the face of a lion, and on the left the face of an ox; each also had the 
face of an eagle. 


