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AMERICAN OPPORTUNITY TAX CREDIT (AOTC) QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Starting with tax year 2016 the IRS required Tax Preparers to submit a Due Diligence Checklist with the tax return for 
all taxpayers that are claiming the AOTC. Therefore, it is necessary for us to require all taxpayers that are eligible for 
the AOTC to answer the following questions and provide us with the requested information prior to filing of the 
return.  Thank you for your cooperation with this additional requirement.   
    
Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability and or provide the requested information: 
 
1. Please provide us with a statement from the School/University that shows proof of payment of the tuition amounts 

reported on the Form 1098T. 
 
2. The AOTC is only allowed for the first 4 years of post-secondary education. Has the taxpayer or dependent for whom 

the credit is being claimed completed 4 years of post-secondary education as of January 1, 2020? 

Yes □          No □    

 
3. If the AOTC has been claimed in the past, how many years has the credit previously been claimed? __________ 
 
4. Was the taxpayer or dependent for whom the credit is being claimed at least a half-time student in 2020? 

Yes □          No □  If yes how many academic terms did the student attend in 2020? ___________ 
 
5. Is the student enrolled in a program that will result in a degree or other professional credential?  

Yes □          No □    

 
6. Have any credits been disallowed/reduced in a previous year? 

Yes □          No □    

 
7. Has the tuition for which the credit is being claimed been paid by you, your dependent or someone else?   Tuition 

paid by GI Bills or other tax-free sources are not eligible for the AOTC.  Tuition paid by funds obtained via loans are 
considered as paid by you or your dependent. 

Yes □          No □                    

 
 
As the Taxpayer, I hereby certify that I have read and that all information herein provided to my preparer to be accurate 
and truthful to the best of my knowledge and ability.  
 
Taxpayer’s Signature      __________________________________________      Date   ______________ 
 
Spouse’s Signature         __________________________________________       Date   ______________ 
 

http://www.swgordoncpa.com/

	Date TP_AOTCQ: 
	If the AOTC has been claimed in the past how many years has the credit previously been claimed_AOTCQ: 
	If yes how many academic terms did the student attend in 2019_AOTCQ: 
	Date SP_AOTCQ: 
	Yes_2_AOTCQ: Off
	No_2_AOTCQ: Off
	Yes_4_AOTCQ: Off
	No_4_AOTCQ: Off
	Yes_5_AOTCQ: Off
	No_5_AOTCQ: Off
	Yes_6_AOTCQ: Off
	No_6_AOTCQ: Off
	Yes_7_AOTCQ: Off
	No_7_AOTCQ: Off


