
 
 

The Branch website can be found at www.northantstomcc.org.uk. The Club’s national website is at: 
www.tomcc.org; and if you are on Facebook search for “Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club”.  
 
Branch HQ: The George Inn, Main Road, Wilby. The village is on the outskirts of Wellingborough and Main 
Road is the A4500 that runs from Wellingborough to Northampton. Meetings start at 8pm. For SatNav 
users the post code is NN8 2UB. Only a few minutes away from the A45 and A509 so there is easy access 
from most directions. The pub has a large car park and, for those who like a pint, there are a number of 
real ales on tap. 

To find out about other events at the pub click here: www.facebook.com/#!/TheGeorgeAtWilby2013 

Pure Triumph: Our local Triumph dealer is based in Wellingborough. The company’s website can be 
found at www.puretriumph.co.uk.  

On production of a current Triumph Owners membership card, Pure Triumph at 
Wellingborough will give a 10% discount on the following items: Clothing, Oxford 
Products, Helmets, Oil products, Labour on Servicing. 

 

Events 

Sat-Mon 3rd-5th May Branch Display at the Rushden Historic Vehicle Cavalcade. 

Wed 7th May Club Night at The George 

Sat-Sun 17th-18th May BMF Show, East of England Showground, Peterborough. Look in Nacelle for 
the code to use for discount tickets. See also Rideouts section below 

Wed 21st May Club Night at The George. See also Rideouts section below 

Sun-Mon 25th-26th May Branch Display at Lamport Country Fair. Contact Phil Barton. 

Wed 4th June Club Night at The George 

Sun 8th June Triumph Day at the Ace Café, London 

VMCC Banbury Run, Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon 

Wed 18th June Branch Concours. Trophies for pre-1990 and post-1990 Triumphs belonging 
to Northants Branch members. Judging 8.30-9pm 

Thu-Sun 19th-22nd Jun Tridays, Neukirchen, Austria. See www.tridays.com.  

Wed 2nd Jul Branch Open Evening – bring all your motorcycling mates along 

Sat 12th Jul “Triumph Live” at Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, Warwickshire. Tickets 
from: www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk. 

Sun 13th Jul Ton-Up Day at Jack’s Hill Café, Towcester. Northants Branch display – 
contact Phil Barton for details. 

Wed 16th July Club Night at The George 

Sun 20th July Founders Day Rally, Stanford Hall. See also Rideouts section below 

Sat-Sun 2nd-3rd Aug Branch Display at East Carlton Transport Gala. Contact Phil Barton 

Wed 6th Aug Club Night at The George 

Sun 17th Aug Brackley Festival of Motorcycling. Northants Branch display – contact Phil 
Barton for details. Event website here: www.bfomc.org.uk/  

Wed 20th Aug Club Night at The George 
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Rideouts 

Sat 10th May Ride to Stratstone Leicester Triumph Dealer. Meet at Jack’s Hill Café, 
Towcester at 9.15am 

Sun 18th May Ride to BMF Show, Peterborough Meet at Kettering (place TBC) at 9.15am 

Wed 21st May Pre-branch meeting ride. Meet at Midsummer Meadow car park, Bedford 
Road, Northampton at 7pm 

Wed 11th Jun Ride to BSA Owners Club. Meeting place and time TBC 

Thu 19th Jun Ride to Vintage Japanese club at Three Horseshoes, Ecton. Meeting place 
and time TBC 

Thu 26th Jun Ride to Rushden Historical Transport  Meet at Midsummer Meadow car park, 
Bedford Road, Northampton at 7pm  

Mon 7th Jul Ride to Visit Norton Owners Club. Meet at The George, Wilby at 7pm 

Sun 20th Jul Ride to Founders Day at Stanford Hall. Meeting place and time TBC 

Wed 23rd Jul Ride to Falkland Arms at Great Tew. Meet at car park in front of Cobblers 
ground, Sixfields, Northampton at 7pm 

Mon 4th Aug Ride to Bedford TOMCC Meet at Pure Triumph, Wellingborough at 7pm 

Wed 13th Aug Ride to Graham Water. Meet at Pure Triumph, Wellingborough at 7pm 

All rideouts are led by Paul Anderson. Please contact him if you want to be included in his mailing list for 
these: 07793-184725 or paul.l.anderson@btinternet.com 

 

Paul’s Rideout Rules: 

1. Everybody and every bike welcome  
2. If it’s raining I am not going!   

 
 
 
New Members 

One of the things that used to appear in the branch newsletter was a list of new members. This is 
something that has been omitted in error recently so it’s time to resurrect it.  

Please welcome these people, who joined the Northants Branch, between December and March (April list 
not received from HQ at the time of going to press)… 

Paul Devonshire of Pitstone 

Leonard Guy of Northampton 

Chris Halford of Rushden 

David Harcombe of Raunds 

Paul Mayhew of Little Houghton 

David Orrock of Rushden 

Michael Raw of Chacombe 

Wayne Smith of Cosgrove 

David Stokes of Northampton 

Alan Stoole of Corby 

Keith Winsall of Desborough 
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From the Branch Chairman 

For the last five years Ralph Love has been transporting the branch gazebo to shows all over 
Northamptonshire. In those five years Ralph has never missed a show, even at the expense of a family 
event on one occasion. Ralph has decided it's time for a rest. Many thanks to Ralph for all his hard work.         

We have most of this year’s shows covered, but if you have a van or trailer to carry the gear and would like 
do some shows then it's always nice to have a pool of people willing to help out. 

At this year’s regional BMF Annual Regional Meeting I will be standing down as BMF rep for Northants, so 
if anyone would like to take on this role please contact me for more details. 

Regards 

Phil Barton. 

 

Branch Web Site 

Francois Rossi is hoping to develop our website and one of the things that needs improving is the number, 
and quality, of the photos therein. If you have some photos of branch events to illustrate who we are and 
what we get up to can you please supply copies. 

 

 

From the archives (1) 

 

A line-up of “Tangerine Dream” 1959 models 
at the 50th Anniversary Bonneville Celebration 
in 2009. 

 

 

The Triumph piloted by Johnny Allen on the 
Bonneville Salt Flats in 1956. It reached 214 
mph – a world record that was not recognised 
by the FIM as the timekeepers at the salt flats 
were not approved by them. 

That didn’t stop Triumph from capitalising on 
the event though, culminating in the use of the 
Bonneville name for the 650cc T120 and later 
models. 

 
  



 

 
From the archives (2) 

At one of the club nights a couple of months ago the conversation turned to brushes with the law and I said 
that the last time I’d come into contact with authority was 1988. That was the year when Phil Short and I on 
T140E Bonnevilles, along with two BMW-riding mates, set off to ride down through western France and 
across Spain. Here’s what my diary has to say about it… 

As we get nearer the Spanish border the temperature gets hotter and the roads also get more crowded. 
Through Bayonne and bypassing Biarritz we catch glimpses of the sandy beaches and we long to stop and 
dive into the sea, but we resist the temptation as we really must get into Spain today. All the way down Phil 
has said that the Spanish border guards are tough on documents, especially the Green Cards, so we make 
sure that we have them ready. As it is they just wave us past to keep the traffic moving. Just past the 
border post we pull into a car park as Brian needs to get some Spanish currency. 

Well, we’ve made it, we’re in Spain at last. It’s about quarter past five and we are on the edge of some hills. 
“That’ll make a nice photo” I thought, so I got my camera out and walked over to the edge of the car park. 
As I pressed the trigger I heard this whistle behind me. It was one of the border guards and he’s beckoning 
to me. Oh God, I’ve only been in the country ten minutes and I’m going to get arrested! I walk over to him 
and he graphically shows me that if I take any more photos near the border he and his mate will rip the film 
out of my camera (but not maliciously you understand). After meekly saying “Si” in the right places he lets 
me go and I return to the others – who had been taking great delight in my predicament. We head for a bar 
just around the corner for a beer and to plan the route ahead. 

Our original target was Gibraltar, but having got as far as a friend’s house in Altea, which is near Benidorm, 
we decided to spend a week there instead.  

Here’s the photo that nearly got me arrested: 

 

May not look much 26 years later (it would be better without the lamppost and cabin in the way) but if you 
follow those hills off to the right you end up in the Pyrénées. The border post was over my left shoulder, 50 
or so metres away. 

The complete diary from that trip was published over three issues of the branch newsletter, and then in 
seven issues of Nacelle. 

Sarge. 
  



 

Branch Dinner 

This year’s branch dinner was held on 8th March at Overstone Manor, with 44 members and guests 
partaking. Here are some photos from the night. 

 

  
 

Air Ambulance cheque presentation.    Thanks to all those who donated raffle prizes. 

 

  

 

  

 
  


