
Sermon 11: 1 Kings 6:19-38: Holy and Glorious God 
  
OUTLINE 
 
God of glory 
God of holiness 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
No Israelite apart from the priests would be able to enter the temple, and no priest but the 
High priest could enter the holy of holies, and that only once a year.  For this reason 1 Kings 
6 would have been of special fascination to the Israelite. Never seeing it with their own eyes 
they would hang on the verbal descriptions.  Recognising the importance of the house and 
how each part had significance, the Israelite could ponder each part to gain more 
information about God.  They would have picked up on the fact that more attention os paid 
to the interior that the exterior.  We said last week that the house speaks of at least three 
aspects of God.  That He is a God of beauty, glory and holiness.  Today we continue looking 
at God’s glory and holiness. 
 
God of glory 
 
So try and imagine with me then what is being communicated by the temple.  We have 
already indicated that it is a type of Garden of Eden.  The trees, and gourds and flowers all 
take us back to the perfect garden where God and man had fellowship together.  But we 
must not miss the angels, the attendants and courtiers of God’s royal court.  So far we have 
a location, we have characters, and then there is the gold.  Now try and appreciate the 
significance of this.  The temple is trying to get you to recreate a scene in your minds where 
God and man are together in fellowship in a garden, and the angels indicate the direct 
presence of God, what is the gold all about then?  Eleven times gold is mentioned.  The 
inner sanctuary, the nave and the entrance were covered in gold.  The cherubim and the 
doors were covered with gold, even the floor.     
 
Let me make a suggestion, let me take you to another place, a place in the future, a place 
where a garden gets overhauled and cultivated and developed to become a city.  It too is a 
place where God and man dwell together in perfect fellowship, there are trees and rivers, 
the streets are made of gold but there is another aspect I think the gold of the temple is 
pointing to, Rev. 21:22-23, ‘And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God 
the Almighty and the Lamb.23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for 
the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.’  The impression of walking into a 
room of golden mirror surfaces would have felt like walking into a lightroom. Everything 
would be coloured by the light reflecting off the gold.  This is a picture of God’s glory.  Just 
as the carved flowers and trees and statues of cherubim are representations of spiritual 
realities, God’s manifest glory is portrayed in the decorative materials used.   
 
We use light s to create an atmosphere on stage and in film, there would have been a 
dramatic change of atmosphere when walking into this golden room, the nave and it would 
have heightened the notion of being in the presence of a glorious God.  What is the glory of 
God?  In short it is a communication or manifestation of the perfection that is God.  A 
display of some part of God’s perfection whether it is through creation, Ps. 19:1; through a 
theophany 1 Kings 8:11; a vision, Isaiah 6:1-5; historical actions like keeping a promise or 
deliverance; and in particular in Jesus Christ, John 1:18, is a manifestation of the glory of 



God.  The gold of the temple is not a manifestation of God’s glory just a physical reminder 
of it, a visual aid to help us remember what is in fact present invisibly. 
 
The importance of gold and the fact that it is precious and does not tarnish makes it a fitting 
material in the temple of God.  The fact that it is expensive and is lavishly used to cover the 
whole of the interior would have been a reminder of the generosity that we ought to show 
in our own love and worship of God.  But we must stress that although it would be excessive 
for any one of us to have our own homes covered in gold, earth’s best is still insufficient to 
pay true homage to the fullness of God’s glory.  Solomon’s extravagance in using gold does 
not do justice to the true glory of God.  If every created creature brought all of themselves 
in constant worship and service it would still not be enough to do justice to the infinite 
majesty of our God.  In the age of types and shadows when physical things were used to 
communicate invisible things, even though many poor people could have been fed by this 
gold these lavish displays of devotion were good things.  Today, after the destruction of the 
temple and the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost we do not seek to communicate God’s 
glory through architecture.  We would never be able to have a building big and luxurious 
enough to do His glory justice.  Today we glorify God through the building of the temple of 
the church and beautifying it with good deeds and holiness not gold trim.  Church buildings 
now are purely practical in purpose and we should not get bogged down as the Medieval 
Christians did in these sorts of external displays.       
 
Apart from the gold, the cherubim also point to the glory of God.  How?  When we see the 
angels in visions in the presence of God what are they usually doing?  Is. 6:2-3, ‘Above him 
stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew.3 And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, 
holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!"’  Rev. 4:8, ‘And the four living 
creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and 
night they never cease to say, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is 
and is to come!"’  The actions of these holier and more powerful beings than us remind us 
and focus us upon the glory of God which enraptures their hearts.   
 
Our God is a perfect God, His glory is manifest and we have seen it.  We have not seen it in 
its full glory, but have witnessed it in creation and the cross.  We are reminded of the worth 
of our God and how we ought to be giving all of our love and being to Him, for He is 
worthy.   
 
God of holiness 
 
The clearest message that the temple would have sent was of course the message that God 
is holy.  Holiness means one of two things, it can mean moral purity, and God is perfect in 
this regard.  However, there is also a second notion to the concept of holiness it is the idea 
of separation, being set apart.   And by virtue of who God is, being morally pure; and by 
virtue of who we are, God’s moral purity necessarily results in a separation from sinners.  
This separation began when Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden.  An angel was 
posted at the gate with a fiery sword promising death if they attempted to enter the Garden.  
God is omnipresent, there is no place where we are not literally in His presence.  He is 
essentially everywhere, but He makes manifest our spiritual standing before Him by 
removing us from particular places where He has chosen to manifest His glory.  This 
separation speaks to us of His moral purity, and our sinfulness and the condemnation that is 
upon us.   
 



I think this explains one of the great questions in the unbelievers mind, why can’t I find and 
walk with God like Adam and Eve did?  The answer is, because He is merciful, if He allowed 
you into His direct presence as a sinner you would die.  His inaccessibility to the sinner is a 
message of our standing before Him.  We can’t knock on a door, think our way through a 
series of meditations, push ourselves by our willing it into His presence.  He keeps us at a 
distance for our good.  The temple then is incredibly significant as a holy God comes to 
dwell in the midst of a sinful people.  It speaks of God drawing near, but it still speaks of our 
separation from God.  For example, if you notice the detail of the interior from 23-36 the 
description moves from the most inaccessible part of the temple the holy of holies where a 
single Highpriest could go once a year, to the exterior doors through which not even all the 
priests could come.  All these interior spaces would not be seen by the majority of Israel’s 
eyes, but only by those who had been set apart as representatives.   
 
These priests, who originally should have been the firstborn of each tribe, but became the 
tribe of Levi when the Levites joined Moses in punishing Israel in her idolatry.  These were 
not those singled out for special treatment and everyone else was left out.  The priests 
represented the rest of Israel.  These priests served in God’s presence on Israel’s behalf, 
and when the Highpriest went into the holy of holies he did it with the 12 stones on his 
breastplate representing the 12 tribes.  Israel as a whole could not go into the holy of 
holies, but only by these washed and sacrificed for substitutes.  The different rooms denying 
access to an increasing amount of people puts the people at a distance from God.   
 
Then there are the doors.  What is the purpose of a door?  To let people in or keep people 
out.  Doors can be opened in welcome and they can be locked.  The doors of the temple did 
both, they let in a select few, and they kept out the rest.  Note in particular that the doors 
to the innermost room had chains covered in gold added to bar the way, v21.  This sheds 
some light on the words of Christ in John 10:7-9, ‘So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, 
I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not listen to them.9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be 
saved and will go in and out and find pasture.’  Jesus is the door that leads us all back to 
God.  His body is the rent curtain which gives any who believe access to the holy God.  God 
is at a distance from all sinners because He is holy but He has drawn near in Christ and by 
Christ’s work He makes us worthy to come into His presence.  He forgives us cleansing us 
from all sin, and He clothes us in the robe of Christ’s righteousness.  God is separated from 
sinners but through Christ fellowship is restored, John 14:6, ‘Jesus said to him, "I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’     
 
Then there are the angels, they too emphasize the holiness of God.  It was an angel who 
wielded the fiery sword which prevented Adam and Eve from entering the garden.  It was 
the angel of the Lord who killed the firstborn who were not safe under the blood of the 
Passover lamb.  When we die it is angels who will bring us into God’s presence.  They are 
the ushers of God’s kingdom, the gatekeepers, the bouncers.  They are the avenging force 
of God against sin.  The picture of the holy of holies is particularly impressive.  In verses 23-
28 we are given a description of the angels standing guard over the ark of God’s presence.  
The inner sanctum was 9 metres wide, these two cherubim with their wings extended were 
4.5 metres wide.  Their wings touched the outer walls, and touched the wings of the other 
cherubim in the middle of the room.  When you walked into the room you would be 
confronted with two cherubim 4.5 metres high looming over you.  You would be struck with 
how big they are and remember their role in keeping sinners away from the presence of 
God and ready to punish sinners when God judged.  We would add that they also stress to 
us the holiness of God by their worship.  You and I have learned to see the holiness of God 



by the lips and worship of these angels.  When we sing, the threefold cry, ‘holy, holy, holy’ 
we do it in imitation of these heavenly worshippers. 
 
So this is temple of God.  We learn things about God from it.  He is a God of beauty, a God 
of glory and a God of holiness.  These three things, beauty, glory and holiness are more 
perfectly expressed in the gospel of Jesus Christ than by this temple.  The beauty of God 
and Him making us beautiful in Christ, the glory of God and Him bestowing glory upon us, 
and the holiness of God and Him making us holy in Christ come to a grander and more 
demonstrative display in the work of salvation through Christ than a building can ever 
convey.                         


