
Power and Authority
Making Decisions

 
The church has been given authority to rule over satan and all his demons. We do not have authority to
control human wills, but we do have the ability to disarm the demon spirits that operate through human
beings. So many Christians are not aware of the authority that Jesus has given them, and allow the devil
to get away with oppressing them and their families. Jesus spoke directly to His disciples and said this:
 
Luke 10:19(KJV) Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 
 

• Power – Gk exousia – authority (NIV translates better)

Luke 10:19(NIV) I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 
 

• Oxford Dictionary defines authority this way
• Authority - the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience
• We have been given authority over everything the devil does
• He should not be allowed to put sickness, poverty, or depression upon any of us, but many allow him

to do so
Hosea 4:6(KJV) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge….. 
 
Proverbs 9:10(NIV) “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One
is
understanding.  
 

• Reverencing and respecting God is the path to wisdom and understanding. Knowledge of the Holy
One is the most important knowledge we can gain

• We cannot expect to effectively use the authority we have been given without the knowledge of
God

• Where do I find out about God? In His Word!
• Let’s look again at the definition of authority
• the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience
• Last time we learned we have the right to give orders. This week, let’s look at Making Decisions, or

Choices
• Joshua spoke to the people of Israel

 
Joshua 24:15-16(KJV) And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will
serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. And the
people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods; 

• We have authority to decide what we will do with our lives. God gave Israel the choice to serve
Him, or not serve Him,

• Joshua made a decision to serve the Lord, he told the people
• The choice is up to you, but you must make a choice, you must make a Decision
• The first and most important decision we must make is whether or not to serve the Lord
• Moses said

 
Deuteronomy 30:19 (KJV) I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before
you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: 

• Make a decision to serve God. Choose life, and you and your children will be blessed



• Make a decision to serve God. Choose life, and you and your children will be blessed
• Choose to be Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous, or choose to be
• Sad, Sick, and Poor
• You have the authority to Make the Decision
• Indecision is Decision. If I do not Decide I am still making a Decision
• If I do not Decide, satan decides for Me
• If I do not decide to follow the Word, satan will steal what belongs to me
• Decide to be Happy!

 
Psalms 42:11(KJV) Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope
thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

• David decided to be Happy. He decided to hope in God
• health Heb. ya shu a - to save
• Jesus even saves my face!
• The man who chooses God and reverences Him will be happy

Proverbs 28:14(KJV) Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into
mischief.

• I have Authority to Decide to be Happy
• We must also Decide to be Healthy

John 5:5-7(KJV) And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. When
Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be
made whole?  

John 5:6(NIV) When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long
time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”

• Jesus knew that there are some people that do not want to get well. They desire the attention they
get more than they desire healing

• Health and Healing are decisions we must make
• I have Authority to Decide to be Healthy
• Not only must we decide to be happy and healthy, we must
• Decide to Prosper

3 John 1:2-5(KJV) Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy
soul prospereth. For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee,
even as thou walkest in the truth. I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in
truth. Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers;

• God wants us to prosper
• John says he is happy that those he taught are living in the truth
• The truth? Prosperity and Health!
• I have Authority to Decide to Prosper!

Philippians 4:8(KJV) Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

• Understood subject. YOU THINK ON THESE THINGS!
• Authority - the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience
• You Have Authority to Make Decisions
• I have Authority to Make Decisions
• I Decide to be Happy!
• I Decide to be Healthy!
• I Decide to Prosper!

 
 




