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O Lord, without Your touch I was blind.
The god of this age had blinded my eyes (2 Cor 4:4).

Now I need Your second touch (Mk 8:25).
There are yet scales to fall off my eyes (Acts 9:18).

Open my eyes that I may see wondrous things
from Your Word (Psa 119:18).

I want not pebbles but pearls. Help me find the treasures
hidden to the natural eyes (Prov 2:4).

Give me a telescopic vision to look beyond
to understand Your prophecies for tomorrow.

Give me a microscopic vision
to search the depths of Your wisdom.

Fit me with a wide angle lens to grasp Your whole counsel.

Lord, open my eyes to see the angelic hosts
who encamp all around me (Psa 34:7).

Many times I so depend and trust on material things
like the servant of the prophet that I become blind

to the supernatural protection and ministry
of Your angels to me (2 Ki 6:17; 5:26).

Help me to keep looking up and not get lost with the things
of the world. Remove all heaviness from my eyes.
Open my eyes, Lord, to comprehend Your riches.
Let my eyes be enlightened that I may appreciate

Your high calling, applaud the greatness of Your power
and admire the riches of Your inheritance in the saints

(Eph 1:17-21).
May Your Holy Spirit continue to reveal to me the things

You have prepared for me,
which my natural eye cannot see (1 Cor 2:9,10).

Let me never lose the excitement of sitting
in the heavenlies.

Keep anointing me with Your eye salve (Rev 3:18)

“Lord, Open my Eyes!”



6

Contents

1. Why Bad Things to Good People ... 7

2. How to Receive Healing ... 17

3. Message from Mother Mary ... 29

4. Is Water Baptism really Important? ... 40

5. God’s Parallel Gifts ... 51

6. Christmas & Pentecost ... 57

7. Tongues Today? ... 67

8. Whatever happened to the Father? ... 83

9. How to Discern the Spirits ... 95

10. Jesus: Alpha & Omega ... 107

11. How to Make Decisions ... 131

12. The Work God Blesses ... 142

13. Neighbourhood Evangelism ... 156

14. Can Conversions be Stopped? ... 168

15. How to Multiply Conversions ... 176

16. Why we Need not Fear ... 186

17. How to Stay Young ... 193

18. How to Die Triumphantly ... 203



7

1
Why Bad Things to Good People

Why do godly people suffer from incurable diseases?
Why do servants of God meet with accidents? Why do bad
things happen to good people? These age-old questions
puzzle people everywhere.

Nowhere do we find satisfactory answers to such
questions except in the Bible, God’s Word. The under-
standing of God’s nature as revealed in the Scriptures
provides the key to unlock this mystery.

Jehovah-Makkeh

We are all too familiar with the redemptive names of
God such as Jehovah-Jireh, Jehovah-Rapha and Jehovah-
Shalom. But there’s also another name by which God has
revealed Himself: Jehovah-Makkeh. “I am the Lord who
strikes” (Ezek 7:9).

God bruises and bandages!

God constituted the nation of Israel both by trials and
triumphs (Dt 4:34). Explaining the blessedness of  God’s
chastisement, one of Job’s friends said, “He bruises, but
He binds up; He wounds, but His hands make whole”
(Job 5:17,18). Prophet Hosea endorsed this ancient
thought when he said, “He has torn, but He will heal us;
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He has stricken, but He will bind us up” (Hos 6:1). Some
preachers point out that Job was right in saying, “The
Lord gave,” but was wrong when he added, “The Lord has

taken away.” But in the very next verse the Holy Spirit
has recorded, “In all this, Job did not sin nor charge God
with wrong” (Job 1:21,22).

Both the day and the night are the Lord’s (Psa 74:16).
God has appointed the day of prosperity as well as the
day of adversity (Eccl 7:14). Both woe and well-being
proceed from the mouth of the Most High (Lam 3:38).

A Painful Truth

Hebrews chapter eleven is the favourite for Christians
today. This chapter on faith is expounded in every other
seminar and conference. Books on faith make bestsellers.
But what about the twelfth chapter? It speaks of the
chastisement of God. The writer himself calls it a
“forgotten” truth! (Heb 12:5). Majoring on Hebrews eleven
and minimising the teaching of the twelfth chapter will
leave us half-baked. Because, we are called not only to
believe but also to suffer (Phil 1:29).

It is widely preached and taught that coming to Christ
ends all our problems. But folks experience the contrary
and they are disillusioned. One side of the coin alone is
always misleading. “That is the trouble with the Church
today; there’s too much of the hospital element; we have
lost sight of the great battle,” writes David Watson (1933-

1984) in his excellent book, I Believe in the Church.

A study of Hebrews 12 with the background of the rest
of the Scriptures unfolds the purpose and profitability of
chastisement.
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Excess Baggage

Christian life is a race (Heb 12:1). Runners get rid of all
unnecessary weight when they get set on the track. When
unnecessary things occupy us, God gets angry. He is
displeased when any pastime steals our prayer time, or
the reading of a secular magazine sidelines Scripture
meditation. All idols must be excluded from our lives so
the Lord alone may be exalted (Isa 2:17b,18).

Even blessings at times can blur spiritual vision and
blunt spiritual sensitivity. Eternal values become obscure
and earthly blessings become our objective. God cannot
tolerate this. He is a consuming fire! (Heb 12:29). He will
therefore give us the fan-cum-fire treatment (Mt 3:12).
When everything seems to be going alright, He will
suddenly send a storm. He is interested in the removal of
shakable things so that the unshakable things alone may
remain (Heb 12:27). He lays us down on our backs so we
may look up!

“The Heavenly Father never takes away anything from
His children unless He means to give them something
better,” said George Muller (1805-1898).

Sin of Disobedience

God warns us through His Word and His Spirit when
we disobey Him. But if we turn a deaf ear, He takes the
rod in His hand. The cane is the most powerful attention-
getter! It works instant miracles, as every parent knows!

The writer of Hebrews warns, “See that you do not refuse
Him who speaks” (Heb 12:25). We cannot “escape” if we
disobey God. The Heavenly Father has no spoilt children.
He loves them too much to allow that. “Whom the Lord
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loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He
receives” (v6). God punishes us most when He punishes
us not!

Traffic accidents are becoming common. True we have
the promise that God’s angels shall keep us in all our
ways lest our foot strikes against a stone (Psa 91:11,12).
The Lord is our Protector and He neither slumbers not
sleeps (Psa 121:4). But in a surge of anger, He may hide
His face from us for a moment (Isa 54:7,8). Which father
will be silently watching his son going the wrong way?
The donkey crushed the prophet’s foot against a wall when
he went against God’s perfect will (Num 22:25). Another
prophet was thrown away from a ship into the sea because
of disobedience. He landed inside the belly of a large fish.
There he repented and found time to prepare his next
sermon! This does not mean that all accidents are God’s
punishments, but we must take an immediate stock of
our lives when unpleasant things happen (Job 13:23).

His Holiness

God wills that His children hate sin with perfect hatred
and love righteousness with perfect love. He worries that
we have not resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin
(Heb 12:4).

We get satisfied with our lives comparing ourselves with
others. But God is not content until we partake of “His”
holiness (Heb 12:10). He does not lay down the pruning
knife until we become like His Eldest Son. At the beginning
of the Book of Job, God Himself testified that Job was
more upright than anyone else at that time (Job 1:8). But,
after going thro’ God’s furnace, at the end of the book,
Job confessed to God, “I have heard of You by the hearing
of the ear, but now my eye sees You. Therefore I abhor
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myself, and repent in dust and ashes” (42:5,6). Oh, the
blessing of buffeting! When the outer man is perishing,
the inner man is renewed.

Reverence and Humility

God deserves all our reverence (Heb 12:9). Walking
humbly with Him is our basic duty (Mic 6:8). But too often
our respect and fear for the Lord evaporates into the clouds
and the pride of Lucifer enters our spirits. The Lord knows
how to humble us. He may permit a sickness or a loss. He
puts His finger on that thing which inflated our ego and
pride. That breaks us and we come back to our senses.

God was prospering King Hezekiah abundantly. He was
exalted before all nations. But he became proud. Therefore
God struck him with a boil. He declared to the king that
his days were numbered. Hezekiah wept bitterly and
repented. God forgave him and extended his life. After he
was healed, he sang, “I will walk humbly all my years
because of this anguish of my soul” (Isa 38:15).

George Whitefield (1714-1770) was called the prince of
open-air preachers. He confessed, “It is necessary to heal
the pride of my heart that trials should come!” The thorn
in the flesh was to buffet Paul lest he became conceited
because of his abundant revelations (2 Cor 12:7). God
does not author sickness but He allows it.

We become aware of our weaknesses only when storms
hit us. Otherwise we would simply be boasting of our
strengths. The day of adversity measures our true strength
(Prov 24:10).

Faith and Confidence

Impossible it is to please God without faith. When we
take our eyes off Jesus, who is the Author and Finisher of
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our faith, we run into trouble (Heb 12:2). Our boats begin
to sink. We then cry to Him. He asks, “Where is your
faith?” (Lk 8:25).

Sufferings, if handled properly, will strengthen faith.
At the height of his despair, Job triumphantly declared,
“Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him” (Job 13:15).
Prophet Habakkuk, being unable to understand God’s
dealings, filled his first chapter with questions of “Why?”
(Hab 1:3,13,14). In the second chapter God answered,
“The just shall live by faith” (2:4). The prophet learnt the
lesson and sang in the third chapter, “Though the fig tree
may not blossom... though the flock be cut off from the
fold... yet I will rejoice in the Lord!” (3:17-19).

Trees subject to violent winds take deep roots. Richard
Wumbrand (1909-2001) once described what he learnt
amidst fourteen years of torture within communist prisons:
“In prison we unlearnt theology and we learnt Theos, the
One about whom theology speaks!” Martin Luther (1483-

1546) also said something similar: “I never knew the
meaning of God’s Word until I came into afflictions!”

Afflictions increase our appreciation of God’s grace.
Jeremiah was a prophet of tears, and Paul an apostle of
tears. Both of them saw the rainbow of God’s grace thro’
tear drops. The former testified that God’s grace was “new”
every morning (Lam 3:1,22,23). The latter said that God’s
grace was “sufficient” (2 Cor 12:9).

The Lord removed from Job his brothers, acquain-
tances, relatives, friends, guests, servants, wife and
children (Job 19:13-17). When human props are removed,
we look to the Lord alone. He may even hide Himself. We
cannot find Him whether we go forward or backward and
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we cannot see Him on the left or the right. In such a
situation, Job confidently said, “But He knows!” We don’t
know, but He knows! (Job 23:8-10).

Fellowship of Believers

As long as the sailing is smooth, we tend to be too
independent. But when we run aground, we crave for the
fellowship of God’s people. Times of testing and the hour
of trial teach us the importance and preciousness of the
help and company of brothers and sisters in Christ (Heb
12:22,23). “If one organ suffers, all the organs suffer with
it” (1 Cor 12:26). “A brother is born for adversity” (Prov
17:17). How much Jesus longed for the company of His
disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane!

The Lord takes a serious view of damaged relationships.
We earn His displeasure when we fail to reconcile with
one another. “For this reason many are weak and sick...
For if we judge ourselves, we would not be judged. But
when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that
we may not be condemned with the world” (1 Cor 11:30-
33). The horizontal component of holiness is peace with
men. We will miss God’s grace if we don’t root out whatever
bitterness we have against others (Heb 12:14,15). God
struck an outstanding singer with leprosy for backbiting.
He healed her only after she realised her folly (Num 12).

Trials and difficulties soften our hearts, thus making
reconciliation easy. Longterm enmity has been healed
when one of the persons is suddenly and seriously taken
ill. Confessing our sins to one another and praying for
each other is God’s prescription for healing (Js 5:16). God
had to cripple Jacob the trickster before crowning him
(Gen 32:25-28).
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Development of Virtues

“No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.
Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness
and peace for those who have been trained by it” (Heb
12:11).

The lamenting Job asked, “Is there any taste in the
white of an egg?” (Job 6:6). No, it is not tasty but nutritious!
The trials of life are meant to make us better, not bitter.
Through the vision of the good and bad figs, God showed
prophet Jeremiah that even the captivity of Judah to
Babylon was “for their own good” (Jer 24:3-5).

Only when we suffer, we are able to truly understand
the feelings and heartaches of other sufferers around us.
“God comforts us in all our tribulations, that we may be
able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God”
(2 Cor 1:4). Christian counselling has become too academic
and professional these days. Counsellors without feeling
are “worthless physicians,” “miserable comforters” and
“empty talkers” (Job 13:4; 16:2; 21:34). Nowadays we even
have computerised counselling. Our need is wounded
healers!

Crises also help to release the latent or dormant
spiritual powers. Don’t our reflex muscles act fastest at
the sudden sight of a cobra? You would have never
imagined that you could run so fast until someday a
mad dog chased you!

The Lord does not take us into deep waters to drown
us but to develop us. My daddy would never allow me and
my younger brother to go beyond shallow waters to bathe.
But the dads of our peers freely took them to deep waters.
The result is both of us cannot swim properly to date!
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Times of suffering become times of great revelations
too. There are very few direct passages in the Old Testa-
ment on Resurrection. One of them was spoken by Job
amidst intense suffering (Job 19:23-26). And it was while
patiently enduring suffering in a barren island that
John received the glorious Revelation of things to come
(Rev 1:9).

Deliverance when?

In an age of instant everything, we expect deliverance
from troubles or lifting of the rod of correction the moment
we repent or pray. But this does not happen so always.
Hence the exhortation: “Strengthen the hands which hang
down, and the feeble knees, and make straight paths for
your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but
rather be healed” (Heb 12:12,13).

The Lord did not drive out all the nations “immediately,”
but left them for two reasons: One, to teach the children
of Israel warfare, and second, to test their obedience (Judg
2:21; 3:4).

Psalms 6,13,38,56,70,88 and 143 are excellent prayers
of David for deliverance from his troubles and enemies.
But God did not send him instant deliverance in every
case.

Sometimes, as in the case of Paul, the thorn will never
be removed. But God will give us grace to live above the
handicaps (2 Cor 12:7-10). He is Sovereign. He is
sympathetic. Let God be God!

No doubt death is an enemy, but God can use even
that for His glory (Jn 21:19). Whether we live or die, it is
to the glory of God (Rom 14:8).
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As long as the earth remains, day AND night shall not
cease (Gen 8:22). Only in the New Heaven and New Earth,
“there shall be no night.” Afflictions may be lasting, but
not everlasting! The first thing God will do when He comes
down to literally tabernacle with us is to wipe away every
tear from our eyes! (Rev 21:4). Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
(Rev 21:20).

When my lifework is ended
and I cross the swelling tide;

When the bright and glorious morning
I shall see;

I shall know my Redeemer
when I reach the other side;

And His smile will be the first
to welcome me!

Thru the gates to the city,
in a robe of spotless white,

He will lead me
where no tears will ever fall;

In the glad song of ages
I shall mingle with delight —

But I long to meet my Saviour
first of all!

—Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
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2
How to Receive Healing

No one wants to be sick, but everyone gets sick
sometime or other. Evangelistic meetings with healing
emphasis draw larger crowds than the rest. One of the
obvious reasons why surging crowds followed Jesus was
the manifestation of healing power through Him. The
ministry of Christ reflected the perfect will of God. Because
Christ is unchanging and alive today, we too can
experience healing from Him like those who were healed
when He walked on this planet in flesh and blood over
2000 years ago.

God the Father is a Healer. He bound Himself to His
people with the promise, “I am the Lord who heals you”
(Ex 15:26). God the Son is a Healer. He bore our sicknesses
on the Cross (Mt 8:17). God the Holy Spirit is a Healer. He
bestows gifts of healings and boosts our mortal bodies (1
Cor 12:9; Rom 8:11). What an encouragement to know
that all the three Persons of the Godhead are interested
and involved in our healing!

Though healing is a free gift from God, an analysis of
the Bible passages on healing gives several conditions one
must fulfill to receive healing.

1. Receive Christ as Saviour.

There was no sickness prior to the fall of Adam and
Eve. Therefore it is proper to seek God first for the healing
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of the soul before the healing of the body. While listing
the benefits God bestows on us, David put them in proper
order. First, forgiveness and then healing (Psa 103:2,3).
Prophet Isaiah also indicated the same order when he
was describing Calvary (Isa 53:5). Jesus, to a paralytic,
first said, “Your sins are forgiven you,” and then, “Arise,
take up your bed and go to your house” (Mt 9:1-7).

Divine healing is “the bread” of God’s “children” (Mt
15:26). It is only when you believe on Christ and receive
Him as your Saviour, you become a child of God (Jn 1:12).
Not until then. When you believe that Christ died for your
sins and rose again, you will have the assurance of sins
forgiven and an inner witness of the Holy Spirit that you
are a child of God (Rom 10:9,10; 8:15,16). Then you can
cry out to God, “Abba, Father!”

Jesus preached about the Kingdom of God before
healing the people (Mt 4:23). Healing is a Kingdom blessing
for the Kingdom citizens. One must be born again into
this Kingdom to enjoy the privileges of citizenship (Jn
3:3,5).

This does not mean that God never heals a person
unless he surrenders his life to Him. God is love. He gives
rain and shine both to the good and the bad. But nothing
satisfies or pleases Him as accepting His Son as the Lamb
slain for us. And nothing better illustrates His love than
that He calls us His children (1 Jn 3:1).

2. Review your life.

If you are already a believer and you fall sick, take a
stock of your life. Physical health and spiritual wellbeing
are interrelated. Apostle John greeted Gaius, “Dear friend,
I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may
go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well”
(3 Jn 2).
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Though all sickness is not divine discipline, it is
certainly one of the rods God uses to correct His people
(Dt 28:58,59). C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) penned, “God
whispers to us in our pleasures, but shouts in our pains;
it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”

God struck Miriam with leprosy for the sin of backbiting.
She was healed after seven days of repentance (Num 12).
The physical suffering of Job deepened his repentance
and heightened his knowledge of the Holy (Job 42:5,6).
After healing the man at Bethesda who had been sick for
38 years, Jesus warned him, “Sin no more, lest a worse
thing comes on you” (Jn 5:14). As long as David was
covering his sin, he could not enjoy health and vitality
(Psa 32:3,4; 38:3).

Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. God allows
the health of the body to be decayed if the body is defiled
(1 Cor 6:18,19; 3:16,17). This relationship of mental well-
being to physical health is rediscovered by modern
medicine. The human immune system is inhibited by bad
moral choices and by the distortion of the personality such
choices cause. Earlier we repent, sooner will we recover.

3. Reconcile with the wronged.

“Confess your trespasses to one another and pray for
one another that you may be healed” (Js 5:16). Apostle
James writes this as part of God’s prescription for healing
in the New Testament Church.

Medical science recognizes that emotions such as envy,
resentment and hatred are responsible for the majority of
sicknesses. Solomon the wise has written thousands of
years ago, “A sound heart is life to the body, but envy is
rottenness to the bones” (Prov 14:30). Pluck out all roots
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of bitterness from your heart. Take the initiative yourself
to set matters right with anyone with whom you are not
in good terms (Mt 5:23,24). Holding grudge against some-
one is to your disadvantage. Forgive everyone freely.

The Corinthian Christians were breaking bread with
all their fights and factions. They did not discern or realize
that the bread represented the Lord’s body of which each
of them was a member. Therefore the Lord judged them
with diseases and even death (1 Cor 11:17-20, 28-32).
This is written for our admonition and warning. How
can we expect the Lord to heal our body when we hurt
His body?

You should restitute matters not only with believers
but also with unbelievers if you have harmed any of them.
A guilt-free conscience is like medicine. Good and smooth
relationships keep us cheerful. Health and cheerfulness
mutually beget each other.

If you cannot meet the offended in person, send him a
letter of apology. Don’t defer the matter for any reason.

4. Rely on the Word of God.

When Abraham and Sarah believed the promises of God,
they received healing and strength against their
barrenness and deadness (Rom 4:21). When Mary took
God at His word, her virgin womb conceived without a
man’s help (Lk 1:37,38). The Word of God has the same
supernatural power today to perform medical miracles if
we can believe.

About the healing experience of the people of Israel we
read that “God sent His Word and healed them” (Psa
107:20). Christ delivered and healed people with His word
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(Mt 8:16). He called the faith of the centurion great. It was
because his faith was based solely on the power of Christ’s
word (Mt 8:8-10).

The Bible abounds with God’s promises of healing and
health. Read them again and again and stand on them.
Faith comes through the Word of God (Rom 10:17). The
healing power of Christ was manifest “as He was teaching”
(Lk 5:17). “Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness
to the soul and health to the bones” (Prov 16:24).

If due to illness you are not able to concentrate and
study the Bible, you may simply be recollecting the
promises of God you know by heart. The Holy Spirit
indwells believers to remind them of the words of Christ
(Jn 14:26). Here’s seen one of the benefits of memorizing
God’s Word as a regular discipline.

5. Request the prayers of others.

Praise God for the gifts of healings and working of
miracles available in the Church today through the Holy
Spirit (1 Cor 12:9,10,28). Request the prayers of ministers
who are endowed with these gifts, wherever possible.
Attend meetings where the sick are ministered to. People
took advantage of the healing ministries of Peter, Philip
and Paul when these men visited their cities and towns
(Acts 5:15,16; 8:5-8; 28:8,9). But quite unfortunately
several healing ministries these days are merchandised.
In your desperation to receive healing, beware lest you
are manipulated.

The plain directive given to the sick is to “call for the
elders of the church” to offer the prayer of faith (Js
5:14,15). Elders in the New Testament church mean
Pastors. They need not be spectacularly gifted. Because it
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is the Holy Spirit who has appointed them as overseers to
shepherd the flock, He honours their prayers and heals
the sick (Acts 20:17,28). Heaven upholds its officers who
minister in the church (Mt 18:17,18).

Not only Church leaders but also believers can minister
healing to the sick. The resurrected Christ unequivocally
said, “These signs will follow those who believe: In My
name... they will lay hands on the sick, and they will
recover” (Mk 16:17,18). Don’t despise any believer. God
used just an ordinary disciple to minister healing to the
would-be great apostle! (Acts 9:10,17,18). After mentioning
the ministry of the elders to the sick, Apostle James said,
“Pray for one another that you may be healed” (Js 5:16).

6. Release your faith.

Faith is basic to receive healing. Believe in the
fatherhood of God and expect good things from Him. He
is interested in your wellbeing (Mt 7:9-11). Believe in the
finished work of Christ on the Cross. He has authority
over all diseases and sicknesses (Isa 53:4,5; Acts 3:15,16).
Believe in the formidable power of the Holy Spirit. He
can deliver you from all the oppressions of the devil (Acts
10:38).

No doubt God listens to the prayers of others made on
your behalf. But He ultimately expects “you” to reach out
to Him in faith. Even though Prophet Isaiah was there
with him, King Hezekiah did not solely depend on the
prophet but cried out to God personally with tears. And
God answered him, “I have heard your prayer, I have seen
your tears; surely I will heal you” (2 Ki 20:1-5).

Negative confession kills faith. Keep confessing the
promises of God. Don’t be thinking about the negative
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instances of the past, if any. So many preachers and people
prayed for my mother to be cured of cancer. But she grew
worse and died. My brother’s two little daughters had
observed all these. One day the elder one accidentally cut
her finger with a pen-knife. She got scared of the bleeding
and started to pray. Immediately the younger one told
her, “Nita, don’t pray. If you pray, you will also die like
grandma!” Away with such childishness. Look to God
afresh for your present need. He is not the God of the
dead, but of the living! He is a very “present” help in
trouble! Don’t limit His power (Psa 46:1).

Don’t murmur. Give no place to worry or anxiety. Keep
praising Him (Psa 30:4,5). Even if you are not able to
believe enough, articulate your feelings like the boy’s
father: “Lord, I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”
(Mk 9:4). God understands.

Very often healing may not be instant but progressive
(Lk 17:14). God’s delays do not necessarily mean denials.
He may intend to develop your faith so He may show
greater glory as in the case of Lazarus (Jn 11:6,40). Don’t
give up even if you are suffering for many many years. To
a 38 year chronic case, Jesus asked, “Do you want to be
made well?” He answered yes, and Jesus healed him (Jn
5:5-8). Folks may discourage you from praying so long for
healing. But be determined like Bartimaeus (Mk 10:48).

7. Resort to medical help.

God works through natural as well as supernatural
means to bring health to His people. There is not a single
reference in the entire Bible that condemns medical
help. Jesus Himself said that the sick needed a physician
(Mt 9:12).
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Dr. Ambrose Pare confessed, “I bandage, God heals.”
This is what is seen in the healing of King Hezekiah. In
answer to his tearful prayer God promised the king through
Prophet Isaiah that he would heal him. “Then Isaiah said,
Take a lump of figs. So they took and laid it on the boil,
and he recovered” (2 Ki 20:5,7). Did the prophet
underestimate the healing power of God by prescribing a
herbal medicine to a leader of God’s people? Or, did the
apostle undermine the miracle-working power of God by
recommending medicinal wine to a young leader in the
Church? (1 Tim 5:23).

Jesus did not condemn the woman who spent all her
money on doctors. Rather He comforted her and cured
her (Mk 5:25,26,34). Medical science has its limitations.
Doctors and nurses cannot put scrambled eggs back into
the shell! Also if a disease or condition is caused directly
by demonic activity, the greater power of God alone can
bring about complete deliverance (Mk 9:17,20,25; Lk
13:11-13). Again, if a sickness is a punishment from the
Lord, the primary remedy is repentance. Here’s where
King Asa failed. He fell ill when he backslided. Instead of
seeking the Lord in repentance he sought the physicians
only (2 Chr 16:7-12).

If you are firm in not taking medicine, good. May the
Lord honour your faith. But remember that miracles are
more an exception than a rule. Jesus taught us to pray
for our daily bread, but He expects us to work to earn
bread. You cannot always expect crows to bring beef and
angels bring bread!

Thanks be to God for “beloved” physicians like Luke!
(Col 4:14). Praise God for “good” Samaritans who pour oil
and wine on the wounds! (Lk 10:34).
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8. Relieve the poor and the suffering.

Don’t sympathize with yourself. It makes your condition

worse. Empathise with others whose condition is poorer
and suffering greater. Amidst excruciating pain on the

Cross, Jesus thought about His mother through whose
soul a sword was piercing (Lk 2:35; Jn 19:25-27). It was

when Job prayed for his friends the Lord restored his losses
(Job 42:10). On the other hand, the rich man was denied

even a drop of water in his agony because he cared not to
chase his dogs which fought with Lazarus for the crumbs

that dropped from the table (Lk 16:19-31).

What good we do to the poor sufferers is accepted by

the God of the poor as done to Himself (Mt 25:34-40). His
smile and sunshine are guaranteed when we walk through

the valley of the shadow of death. “Blessed is he who
considers the poor; the Lord will deliver him in time of

trouble... The Lord will sustain him on his sickbed and

restore him from his bed of illness” (Psa 41:1,3).

Distribute your amassed wealth to the masses who do

not get even one square meal a day. This may speed up
the answer to your prayer. When you feed the foodless,

house the homeless and cover the clotheless, “your healing
shall spring forth speedily” (Isa 58:7,8). No one is too poor

to give. People poorer than us are more than the richer.
Do something specific to alleviate someone’s pain so you

may attract divine favour.

9. Rearrange your priorities.

It is a human tendency to strive to become Jack of all
Arts. But God does not want everyone do everything. Each

one should stay within his calling. Otherwise we will spread
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too thin and accomplish little (2 Cor 10:13,14). More
often than we think physical illness is a signal from God
to stop and listen.

The Word of the Almighty and the wisdom of the ancient
seem to agree on the following order of priority for any
man or woman whatever be the calling. First, God; Second,
family; Third, work or ministry. This is hinted right in the
Ten Commandments. The first four commandments refer
to our relationship with God; the fifth relates to our family;
and the last five speak of social relationships (Ex 20:1-17).
The qualification lists of both elders and deacons also
maintain this order (1 Tim 3:1-13). Heaven does not endorse
a man’s work when he becomes too busy to spend time

with God and family. Before Abraham became a blessing
to the nations, he became a friend of God and a good father
to his own family (Gen 15:6; Js 2:23; Gen 18:17-19).

A systematic devotional life has positive effect on health.
“He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall
abide under the shadow of the Almighty... No evil shall
befall you, nor shall any plague come near your dwelling”

(Psa 91:1,10).

A harmonious home is the next best to Heaven. There
will be the fruit of the Spirit— love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control (Gal 5:22,23). It is like a beautiful garden.
“When you eat the labour of your hands, you shall be
happy and it shall be well with you. Your wife shall be like
a fruitful vine in the very heart of your house, your children
like olive plants all around your table” (Psa 128:2-4).
Doctors say that cheerful people resist disease better
than gloomy people!
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10. Rest and relax.

One reason why the Lord permits some physical
discomfort is to slow us down to prevent burnout. He
doesn’t desire that we join the madness and over-
ambitiousness of this world and die before time. More
than one saint and servant of God have sincerely testified
that the period of their illness was a compulsory rest from
God! Even to the land God gave compulsory rest when
the people overcultivated it (Lev 26:33-35).

Listen to good music and songs when bedridden. Your
spirit will be lifted up. I cannot forget the evenings when
Swarnu, one of our missionary children, played his guitar
and sang songs for me while I was down with jaundice. If
you are not too sick to read, go through the books that
are shelved unused for years.

Great hymns were composed by men and women during
times of illness. King Hezekiah wrote an impassionate
poetry when he had been sick and had recovered from his
sickness (Isa 38:9-20). The hymn, Rock of Ages, was
authored by Augustus Toplady (1740-1778), who had a
poor health and died at the age of thirtyeight. Stand up,
stand up for Jesus, is based on the dying words of Dudley
Tyng (1825-1858) who was involved in a tragic accident
and had a painful death. I envisioned several welfare
schemes for the staff of the Blessing Youth Mission, and
received new directions for the ministry while confined or
hospitalised. All things work together for good! (Rom 8:28).

Is healing guaranteed?

Under normal circumstances, when we fulfill the
Biblical conditions, we will be healed. But the Lord
sometimes chooses not to heal. Reasons are unknown.
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The Scripture has several striking examples. Paul the
greatest among apostles was not healed of his physical
infirmity (2 Cor 2:7-10). Timothy his most trusted coworker
had chronic stomach problem (1 Tim 5:23). Paul could
not exercise his gift of healing on another member of his
team by name Trophimus (2 Tim 4:20). And Prophet
Elisha, who had on him the double portion of the spirit
and power of Elijah, died of illness (2 Ki 13:14). But when
the dead body of a man touched his bones in his tomb,
the man revived and stood on his feet! (v21). Let’s therefore
shout with Paul,

To me to live is Christ,
And to die is gain!
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3
Message from Mother Mary

God in these last days is visiting His people in a glorious
way through His Spirit. Each Church receives an
appropriate message from Christ the Head (Rev 2 & 3).
The Roman Catholic Church is the largest single segment
within Christendom. There’s a sound of the wind of the
Spirit among the Roman Catholics all over the world. God
is impartial. In every nation (and denomination) whoever
fears Him and does right is accepted by Him (Acts
10:34,35). But without a clearcut message of salvation,
people may be deceived. No one should wake up on the
Resurrection morn to an unpleasant surprise. I have
brought out here five important lessons on Salvation and
Christian life from the very words and experiences of
Mother Mary. I plead with every Roman Catholic friend to
read the following paragraphs carefully.

1. Receive the Gift of Salvation.

Mary said, “My spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour”
(Lk 1:47). Mary accepted that she was a sinner and that’s
why she called God her Saviour. Only the sick need a
physician. Only a sinner needs a saviour. The Bible says,
“ALL have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God”
(Rom 3:23). That “all” includes Mary and Joseph and
anyone other than Jesus.



30

We cannot earn or merit the salvation of God with our
religious deeds or social service. “All our righteousness is
like filthy rags” (Isa 64:6). Saul was a highly religious
man. He was circumcised on the eighth day. He belonged
to the stock of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin. He was a
Hebrew of the Hebrews and a law-keeping, blameless
Pharisee (Phil 3:4-7). But whatever was advantageous  to
him was counted by him as loss for Christ. You also might
have been born to Christian parents, baptised in your
Church going through all the rituals and regulations of
your Church, and may be doing your best to live a good
life. These and one hundred and one other things will not
earn you salvation. The Bible clearly teaches that salvation
is “the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should
boast” (Eph 2:8,9).

The Church will not save you. The priests and your
rosary prayers will not save you. Your offerings and
participation in Mass will not save you. Christ alone can
save you and He does it when you believe on Him—Him
alone. Cry to God right now, “God, be merciful to me a
sinner!” Believe in your heart that Christ died for you on
Calvary’s cross and rose again on the third day by the
power of God. Receive Him as your personal Saviour by a
definite act of faith. “As many as received Christ, to them
He gave the right to become children of God, even to those
who believe in His Name” (Jn 1:12).

Christ is the only Mediator between God and man (1
Tim 2:5,6). He is the sinless Saviour. A sinner cannot
mediate between a holy God and sinful men. Mary lived a
God-pleasing life but she was not sinless like Jesus the
Son of God. Jesus said, “I am THE way... No one comes
to the Father except through Me” (Jn 14:6). And He did
not prescribe another way or mediation to come to Him.
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The idea that we can go to the Son through His mother is
entirely human and it is not from God. It is one of devil’s
master tricks because he is good at adding to what God
has said and making it appear harmless. Beware!

Repent and receive Christ today as your Sin-bearer
and Saviour, and then like Mary you too can “rejoice” in
God’s great salvation.

2. Surrender to God’s Word.

Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it
be to me according to Your Word” (Lk 1:38). The word
“maidservant” is also translated as “handmaid” and
“slave.” Mary acknowledged the supreme authority of
God’s Word and submitted to it as a willing slave even
though she did not “understand” what was told her by
the angel.

The Bible says God has magnified His Word above all
things (Psa 138:2). Heaven and earth will perish but His
Word will never! There is no appeal or authority beyond
God’s Word. The Bible with  its 66 books is God’s Word. It
is God’s very voice. God’s Word never changes, and God
never contradicts His written Word. It is eternally esta-
blished. Jesus says that the man who builds his life on
His words lays a solid foundation and he is a wise man
(Mt 7:24-28).

Jesus emphasised the absolute and ultimate authority
and verity of the Scriptures several times. Look at these
references: “Did you never read in the Scriptures?” (Mt
21:42). “How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled...?”
(Mt 26:54). “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures
nor the power of God” (Mt 22:29).

The Apostles also always turned to the Scriptures for
truth and understanding. Peter asserted, “It is contained
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in the Scriptures...” and “No prophecy of Scripture is of
any private origin” (1 Pet 2:6; 2 Pet 1:20). Paul asked,
“What does the Scripture say?” (Rom 4:3; 11:2; Gal 4:30).
James challenged, “Do you think that the Scripture says
in vain...?” (Js 4:5).

Religious traditions, however good they are, must be
set aside before the unchanging Word of God. Jesus
rebuked the religious leaders of His day for nullifying the
Word and commandment of God by their traditions (Mt
15:6; Mk 7:13). Peter says, We are redeemed “from” the
aimless conduct received by tradition from our fathers,
“by” the Word of God which lives and abides forever (1
Pet 1:18,23). The Bible must be first in our life—not the
Pope or the Bishop or Priests or the Church. The Church
gets its authority from the Bible and not vice versa. “In
the beginning was the Word”—not the Church! (Jn 1:1).

Get a copy of the Bible immediately in a good translation
and read for yourself God’s message to you. When you
receive Christ as your Saviour you become a child of God.
Therefore the seed of God is in you. God by His Spirit will
teach you His Word and lead you into all truth. Reject
anything contrary to the Bible and embrace all that is
Biblical. Be bold. God honours those who honour His
Word. Your friends may insult and ridicule you. Turn a
deaf ear. The devil is afraid of God’s Word and so if he
frowns on you, don’t be surprised. Memorize selected
Scripture passages and use them against the devil when
he tempts you. Follow the example of Jesus (Mt 4:1-11).

Christian life is a life of faith and obedience. Believe
the promises of God and obey His commandments. If we
love God we will obey His commandments and they are
not burdensome (1 Jn 5:3). Read the New Testament
carefully and mark down the commandments of Jesus.



33

Obey them one by one by His grace and strength. One of
the basic commandments of Christ is to be baptized in
water (Mt 28:19; Mk 16:16). Peter said the same thing:
“Repent and be baptized” (Acts 2:38). Any ritual you have
gone through before repentance and faith is vain and void.
The order is repent and then be baptized; believe and
then be baptised. No one has the authority to change God’s
order. Go to a Spirit-filled servant of God at once and
follow Jesus in the waters of baptism.

When Mary submitted herself to the authority of God’s
Word as a willing slave, God used her as a channel of the
greatest blessing to mankind. Abraham believed and
obeyed God’s Word. He was blessed and he became a
blessing to all the families of the earth. Emulate these
examples. Mary’s distinct message on this point is un-
mistakable— “Whatever HE says to you, do it!” (Jn 2:5).

3. Be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Mary conceived when the Holy Spirit came on her and
the power of the Highest overshadowed her (Lk 1:35). This
was an unique and blessed experience. But when Jesus
commanded His disciples to wait for the coming of the
Holy Spirit in baptismal power, Mary was one of the 120
humble and obedient believers who tarried in Jerusalem
(Acts 1:14). She received the baptism with the Holy Spirit
like the other disciples and spoke in new tongues the
wonderful works of God in praise and worship (Acts 2:4).
Mary needed the power of the Holy Spirit to witness for
Christ (Acts 1:8). She could not do it apart from the power
of the blessed third Person of Trinity.

When a multitude of Jews, who were wonderstruck by
the miraculous outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the
disciples on the Day of Pentecost, asked Peter and the
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other apostles what they should do, Peter instantly replied
that they should repent and be baptized and they would
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. He further said, “The
promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are
afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call” (Acts 2:37-
39). Yes, beloved, the promise of the Holy Spirit is good
for you if you are His child.

We need the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives for
several reasons: (a) The Holy Spirit makes us “holy.” He
gives us strength to overcome the temptations of the devil.
He produces in us His fruit. He transforms us daily into
the likeness  of Jesus Christ. (b) The Holy Spirit is the
Author of the Bible. He leads us into all truth. He opens
our eyes to understand the mysteries of God. He reminds
us of the words of Jesus—the right word at the right time.
(c) He helps us in our prayers. We do not know how exactly
we must pray. He prays from within us. He makes the
presence of Christ real to us. (d) The Holy Spirit is God’s
Comforter. He encourages and strengthens us in times of
trials and sufferings. He quickens our mortal bodies. (e)
He enables us to find God’s will and directions for our
life. ( f ) The Holy Spirit  empowers us to witness for Christ
boldly. He gives us His gifts to be used for the blessing of
others. (g) In all circumstances He keeps us in the
assurance that we are God’s children, and all things work
together for our good. O, the blessed Holy Spirit!

How to receive the Holy Spirit? Know for sure you are
washed by the blood of Christ and have the assurance
you are a child of God. Come to Him in prayer with
childlike faith and sincere thirst. Mary said, ”He has filled
the hungry with good things,  and the rich (that is, those
who think they have enough) He has sent away empty”
(Lk 1:53). Ask God to fill you according to His promise:
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“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” (Lk  11:13).
Praying with Spirit-filled believers will be helpful.

4. Worship God in spirit and in truth.

Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord” (Lk 1:46). She
worshipped the Lord for His might, mercy, strength and
faithfulness in keeping the promises. The entire song of
Mary in Luke 1:46-55 is one of worship and praise. She
worshipped God “in spirit” (v 47).

Jesus has given us a clearcut instruction about true
worship: “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and in truth” (Jn 4:24). Any form of idol
worship is sin because it is direct disobedience to the
commandment of God. One of the main reasons why God’s
judgment came on the people in the Old Testament was
their sin of idolatry.

The devil has duped Christians down through the ages
that worshipping images of Christ or saints is alright.
But look at the crystal-clarity of the second of the Ten
Commandments: “You shall not MAKE for yourself any
carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth below, or that is in the water
under the earth; you shall not BOW down to them nor
WORSHIP them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to
the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me”
(Ex 20:4,5). That nothing is exempted is seen clearly from
the repeated use of the word “any.” God calls image
worship as “iniquity” because it amounts to “hating” Him.
Yes, reducing the Spirit-God to the form of a picture or
an image is nothing but dishonouring His Name. Nobody



36

photographed Jesus. The portraits of today are simply
guesswork and tradition. Paul says pointedly, “From now
on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though
we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we
know Him thus no longer” (2 Cor 5:16).

The celebration of Mass is another contradiction of the
simple teaching of the New Testament. Christ was crucified
once and for all for us and His sacrifice is not to be re-
peated in any sense, but only remembered spiritually.
“By that will we have been sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest
stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But this Man,
after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever sat down
at the right hand of God and the Holy Spirit also witnesses
to us” (Heb 10:10-15).

The Lord’s Supper is only to “remember” the Lord with
thanksgiving and joy. The bread and wine are just
emblems of His body and blood. They remain as  bread
and wine even after blessing them and it is false to say
they actually become the flesh and blood of Jesus. In fact
in the early apostolic Church there was not even the
practice of a servant of God “giving” the bread and wine
to the believers. It was a corporate exercise. “The cup of
blessing which WE bless... The bread which WE break”
(1 Cor 10:16).  Christ alone could say, “Take and eat,”
because it was symbolic of HIS own body and HIS own
blood. He did not tell the apostles to “give” bread and
wine like Him to the saints, but simply said, “Do” this in
remembrance of Me. It’s because, all men, whether
ministers or members in the Church, have equal standing
before God as “priests and kings,” and there is no
difference. Also there is no sacred place called altar in
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the New Testament Church. In the New Testament
everything is gloriously spiritual! Why do we need shadows
after the reality has come?

Another practice you must forsake  is the worship of
Mary. She was human, not divine. Her blessedness was
a sheer gift of God through His grace and favour. The
secret of her blessing was the presence of the Lord with
her (Lk 1:28,30). The conception of Jesus was by a power
outside of her—that is, the power of the Holy Spirit which
came on her. She had no redemptive virtue, but she looked
to God for her own salvation. Worshipping Mary is opposed
to the message of the Cross of Christ, because no one is
co-redemptrix with Christ. The wise men from the East
did the right thing. They saw both Jesus and Mary but
they worshipped Him only ! (Mt 2:11). They brought three
gifts and all were presented to Him—not one to Mary, one
to Joseph and one to Jesus! Mariology, that is the doctrine
of Mary, is not determined by any reference to the Bible
or to Christ. It is an invention of man. “There is a way
which seems right to men, but its end is the way of death”
(Prov 14:12).

5. Join a fellowship of believers.

One day the brothers of Jesus and His mother came to
see Him. Standing outside they sent word and called Him.
The huge crowd which was sitting around Him told Him,
“Lord, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking
for  You.” But He answered them, “Who is My mother or
My brothers?” And He looked around at those who were
sitting with Him, and said, “Here are My mother and My
brothers! For whoever does the will of God is My brother
and My sister and My mother” (Mk 3:31-35).

The word “Church” comes from the Greek word ecclecia
which means those called out. Yes the Church is the
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company or fellowship of those who are called out from
the idolatrous and adulterous world to serve the living
God and follow His will. It is the family of God because
the members were once the children of the devil but now
the children of God. It is the Body of Christ because each
one is an organ by rebirth and incorporation by the Holy
Spirit. Look at the following unmistakable commandment
of God: “Do not be unequally yoked together with
unbelievers... What part has a believer with an unbeliever?
And what agreement has the temple of God with idols?
For you are the temple of the living God... Therefore come
out from among them and be separate, says the Lord... I
will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor 6:14-18).

Say bye to idols. Find a fellowship of believers who
sincerely follow the simple teaching of the New Testament
and walk in love. Away with dead rituals. Worship with
Spirit-filled believers. Your friends and relatives may
persecute you for this act. But remember the words of
Jesus: “Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and
say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice
and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in
Heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were
before you” (Mt 5:10-12). The Church history is stained
with the blood of thousands of believers shed by
Romanism because they refused to bow to unscriptural
authority but stood for the unadulterated Gospel,
proclaiming, “The just shall live by faith!”

Don’t hide your new-found faith and joy but share it
with others. Though Mary and Joseph could not fully
understand Jesus, He gave top priority to God and His
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Kingdom in His life. He said to His parents, “Did you not
know that I must be about My Father’s business?” (Lk
2:49,50). Testifying for Jesus does not mean you must
become a pulpit preacher or a fulltime pastor. If you are
a student, endeavour to win your fellow students for
Jesus. If you are a businessman, influence the business
community for God. Everyone without Christ is lost—
eternally lost! Think of your responsibility and privilege
to lead them to the living waters!

Daily prayer and Bible meditation are food for your
soul, but witnessing for Christ is the exercise. The more
you witness the stronger will you grow. There is no joy
like the soulwinner’s joy. Your reward in Heaven will be
great. We read in Daniel 12:3, “Those who are wise shall
shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who turn
many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever!”
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4
Is Water Baptism really Important?

The Bible does not confine to just one method for
teaching a truth. It employs parables, illustrations and
history to cut the diamond of doctrine. Questions are
another tool. Several subjects become amazingly clear
when questions on them are studied. One such is Water
Baptism.

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews calls Baptism
foundational just as Faith towards God (Heb 6:1,2). An
improper foundation will some day show on the
superstructure.

Here are nine questions on Water Baptism from the
New Testament analysed so as to get a complete picture
of this important doctrine.

?

“The Baptism of John, where was it from?
From heaven or from men?”

(Mt 21:25)

Jesus literally cornered the chief priests and the elders
with this question. They knew either answer would trap
them.

This is a question we too cannot avoid. We know for
sure that Water Baptism is not an invention of man but

?
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an institution of God. It was God who sent John to baptize
the repentant (Jn 1:33). It was Jesus who with “all
authority” commanded His disciples to go, preach and
baptize the believers (Mt 28:18,19). None of God’s
commands is unnecessary or unimportant. They are not
debatable or optional. We are just to obey His orders.

One person who never had to be baptized in water was
Jesus. No sin to repent of, no iniquity to wash off! Yet He
submitted Himself to Baptism in order to “fulfill all
righteousness” (Mt 3:15). He obeyed. Obedience is better
than sacrifice (1 Sam 15:22,23; Heb 10:5-7). The Father
was pleased. He immediately opened up the heavens, sent
the Dove and made a public proclamation, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Mt 3:16,17).

Refusing Water Baptism means rejecting the counsel
of God (Lk 7:30). Stop getting public opinion but decide to
please the Almighty. Are we wiser or stronger than God?
Let’s please Him at any cost.

?

“See, here is water;
what hinders me from being baptized?”

(Acts 8:36)

This was the question of the Finance Minister of
Ethiopia. He was a man of great authority, yet he was
sincere in worshipping God of ultimate authority. A busy
official as he was, he was utilising his travel time for
reading the Bible. The moment he understood the Gospel
through Philip, he wanted to walk into the waters of
baptism.

The evangelist answered, “If you believe with all your
heart, you may.” The official confessed, “I believe.” He was
immediately baptized.

?
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This passage speaks of the condition for baptism. The
one and only condition is faith, which includes repentance.
Jesus said, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved”
(Mk 16:16).

Each person must believe for himself to be baptized.
Parents can teach and pray for their children but not
believe for them. Parental responsibility and individual
accountability are two different things. “Each of us shall
give account of himself to God” (Rom 14:12). God has no
grandchildren. He never becomes a grandfather! “As many
as received Him, to them He gave the right to become the
children of God” (Jn 1:12).

Baptism cannot precede personal faith and confession.
No one has the authority to reverse the Biblical order.
The New Testament does not know of any baptism or ritual
before repentance and conversion.

When one comes to Christ he renounces all his other
faiths and embraces the “one faith.” And true repentance
says bye to the other lords and surrenders to the “one
Lord.” Similarly when we exercise the saving faith we
submit to “one baptism” (Eph 4:4,5). Even those already
baptized by John received this “one baptism” after they
believed (Acts 19:4,5). The apostles did not teach that the
earlier baptism was sufficient and the “re-baptism” was
unnecessary. Note, it was to these Ephesian believers Paul
wrote about “one baptism!”

?

“Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized
unto Christ Jesus were baptized unto His death?”

(Rom 6:3)

?
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“Water Baptism is a physical rite with a spiritual reality,
just as the Lord’s Supper is a physical event with a spiritual
effect,” says David Pawson, a renowned Bible Teacher, in
his excellent book, The Normal Christian Birth.

Apostle Paul writes about this significance of baptism
to Colossians also. “Buried with Him in baptism in which
you also were raised with Him through faith” (Col 2:12;
Rom 6:4).

The Greek word “baptizo” means “to dip, to duck, to
immerse.” If we read the Scriptures without the spectacles
of tradition, we will have no problem in understanding
the mode of baptism. It has been always by immersion.
After baptism Jesus “came up from the water” (Mt 3:16).
John was baptizing in Aenon near Salim becase there was
“much water there” (Jn 3:23). Both Philip and the official
went “down into the water” (Acts 8:38). No other mode
rightly portrays our “burial” and “rising up” with Christ.

The water by itself does nothing. It is the means. The
faith on the Lord saves us through water (Mk 16:16). The
Name of the Lord washes away our sins through water
(Acts 22:16). The Word of the Lord washes us though water
(Eph 5:26). The mercy of the Lord saves us through water
(Tit 3:5). The Resurrection of the Lord saves us through
water (1 Pet 3:21).

The cardinal doctrines of the New Testament are
foreshadowed by types in the Old Testament. Baptism is
the antitype of two important events. One is the saving of
Noah and his family in the ark through water, and the
other is the passing through the Red Sea (1 Pet 3:20,21; 1
Cor 10:1,2). Both these events depict the destruction of
the old and the evil leading to a new beginning and order.
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If we know we are crucified and dead with Christ, why
go on carrying the dead body? Bury it!

?

“Into what then were you baptized?”
(Acts 19:3)

To Paul’s question, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when
you believed?” the disciples at Ephesus replied, “We have
not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.”
Surprised at this statement, Paul asked them, “Into what
then were you baptized?”

Any one baptized according to the Great Commission
of Jesus Christ cannot say he has never heard whether
there is a Holy Spirit. Right in the baptismal formula is
enshrined the name of the Holy Spirit. “In the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19).

The trinitarian formula spells out the three aspects of
the Christian initiation. Repentance to the Father, Faith
on the Son and reception of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38).
The Christian life is lived under the love of God the Father,
by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and with the fellow-
ship of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor 13:14). The formula futher
explains our new relationship in the family of God. God is
our Father, Jesus our Elder Brother and the Holy Spirit
our Helper.

However, in the Book of Acts we don’t find the trinitarian
formula explicitly said. It was all “In the Name of Jesus
Christ” (Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5). Did the apostles
modify the formula? How do we explain this difference?

What is brought out in Acts is the difference between
the baptism of John and the Christian baptism, and the

?
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change-over to a new lordship, even that of Chist. The
fulfilment of all the Law in Christ had to be stressed to
the Old Testament Jews. After all the Bible never con-
tradicts itself. Applying this principle and bringing the
commandment of Christ and the apostolic practice
together, we conclude that baptism was administered “in
the name of ” the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit “on
the authority of” Jesus Christ.

?

“Can anyone forbid water,
that these should not be baptized who have received

the Holy Spirit just as we have?”
(Acts 10:47)

Normally baptism in water precedes baptism in the
Holy Spirit. It was when Jesus came out of water, the
Spirit like a dove alighted on Him (Mt 3:16). Those in
Samaria received the Holy Spirit after they were baptized
in water (Acts 8:16). The same was the order with the
disciples at Ephesus (Acts 19:5,6). Also in the Old Testa-
ment, there was first the washing with water and then
the anointing with oil (Ex 29:4,7; Lev 8:6,12). Peter
prescribed the same order (Acts 2:38). In the list of
foundational doctrines of Christ, “laying on of hands”
comes next to baptism (Heb 6:2).

But God in His sovereignity changed this order,
exceptionally, in the case of Cornelius. One reason could
be to show that He accepted both the Jews and the Gentiles
on the same ground of faith. We know ho much Peter
hesitated to go to this Gentile group to preach the Gospel
(Acts 10:10-20,28,29).

Sure we have a lesson here. Between baptism in water
and baptism in the Holy Spirit, either one does not

?
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substitute or negate the other. Cornelius, his family and
friends received the anointing of the Spirit with visible
signs, just like the apostles. Even then the apostles
“commanded” that they be baptized (Acts 10:48).

Spiritual experiences, however precious and profound,
cannot cloud the importance and significance of Water
Baptism. It is God’s perpetual ordinance in the New
Covenant. Baptism is to discipleship what a wedding is to
a marriage.

?

“I have need to be baptized by You,
and are You coming to me?”

(Mt 3:14)

John is shocked and surprised to see the “Lamb of
God” coming to him to be baptized. He wonders how a
sinner could baptize the Sinless! Just the previous day
the Pharisees had challenged him, “Why then do you
baptize, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, not the
Prophet?” (Jn 1:25,29).

The level of spirituality of the baptizer is not the
criterion. In the strict sense any believer can baptize a
new believer. Philip was not an apostle. Preaching was
not his main ministry. He was just a business manager in
the early church. But being an evangelist at heart, as
every Christian ought to be, he baptized the Samaritan
converts (Acts 6:2-5; 8:12,13). Ananias, an ordinary
disciple, baptized the would-be great apostle Paul (Acts
9:10,11,17,18).

It is not necessary that you should wait for a renowned
preacher or a great pastor to baptize you. Meet a servant
of God right in your locality and be baptized. God honours

?
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humility. Instead of sending word for John, Jesus Himself
came all the way from Galilee and joined the sinners’
queue.

A Pentecostal group refused admission to a lady for
the Lord’s Supper simply because she had been baptized
by Brother Bakth Singh who did not speak in tongues!
They insisted that she should be baptized again by one of
their own pastors. She refused to bow down to such man-
made doctrines! Alleluiah!

?
“Were you baptized in the name of Paul?”

(1 Cor 1:13)

The divisions in the Corinthian Church were perhaps
on who baptized who. Paul, Apollos or Cephas (1 Cor
1:10-12). This spirit is highly prevalent today.

God uses individuals or ministries to help us spiritually
at various stages. We need to be grateful to them and
thank God for them. But they cannot claim ownership of
us. For instance, one who baptized you cannot claim that
you then belong to him or his group. The saints don’t
belong to the ministers but it is vice versa! “Let no one
glory in men. For all things are yours: whether Paul or
Apollos or Cephas... all are yours. And you are Christ’s,
and Christ is God’s” (1 Cor 3:21-23).

Baptism is not meant to be a ritual to go through to
join a particular church or denomination. Paul, being a
much used apostle, in order to avoid giving people the
idea that they belonged to his group if they had been
baptized by him, did not baptize many but left that job to
his associates (1 Cor 1:14-16). So also Peter (Acts 10:48).
This obviously they must have learnt from the example of

??
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Jesus (Jn 4:1,2). It is always advisable that outstanding
leaders, preachers and pastors let their assistants do the
baptizing.

Thank God for preachers like Paul who didn’t keep a
baptism register to be boasting about (1 Cor 1:16). Praise
God who snatched away Philip immediately after he
brought the candidate out of water! (Acts 8:39). What a
lesson!

?

“What will they do who are baptized for the dead,
if the dead do not rise at all?

Why then are they baptized for the dead?”

(1 Cor 15:29)

This is an obscure pasage and numerous explanations
have been given to this verse!

Baptism for the dead was neither taught by Christ nor
practiced by the apostles. This was obviously a practice
of some who denied resurrection! Paul says “they” and
not “we!” It is clear from the context that he distinguished
his own practice and teaching from that described here.
He mentions this custom using it in his arguments
substantiating the resurrectin of the dead, but without
approving the practice.

In the mission fields we sometimes quote certain
practices of the tribals to explain a particular point in the
Gospel. This way they understand the message better.
The film, Peace Child, is a classic example. Using such
illustrations does not of course endorse the practices.

Nothing can be added to a person’s credit after his
death. If one believed on Christ but died without baptism,

?
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the righteous Lord knows how to judge him. The dying
thief was never baptized but he was promised Paradise.
However “living thieves” cannot quote him to excuse
themselves!

?

“Now why are you waiting?
Arise and be baptized!”

(Acts 22:16)

Baptism should immediately follow repentance and
faith. In John’s ministry, preaching and baptizing were
done side by side (Mk 1:4). Three thousand people were
baptized the same day when they believed (Acts 2:41).
The Ethiopian official was baptized right on the way during
travel (Acts 8:38). The Philippian jailor was baptized right

in the night when he believed on the Lord (Acts 16:33).
The early church did not wait for the next Sunday or the
annual Convention to baptize new believers! They had
daily baptisms! (Acts 2:47).

Postponing baptism on one pretext or the other
displeases God. Delayed obedience amounts to dis-

obedience. It’s a blessing to have the family members
witness one’s baptism. But it’s quite unscriptural to wait
for everyone’s approval. Better have the Lord’s favour
with people’s fury rather than the people’s favour with
the Lord’s fury. Any church or system which obeys not
the Scripture need not be obeyed.

One doesn’t need to grow to a certain level of spirituality

before he can be baptized. The worst drunkard or
debaucherer who genuinely repents and believes in a
Gospel meeting for the first time may be baptized then

?
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and there. That’s Bible method. Some quote Mt 28:19 and
teach that a person can be baptized only after fulfilling all
the demands of discipleship. This is “another” Gospel.
“Making disciples” here simply means “enrolling followers”
for Jesus. A disciple means a student, may be in the
kindergarten or postgraduate class!

A question to you:

“AND NOW WHY ARE YOU WAITING?
ARISE AND BE BAPTIZED!”

(Acts 22:16)

Trust and Obey;
For there’s no other way,
To be happy in Jesus,
But to Trust and Obey!

— John H. Sammis, 1846-1919
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5
God’s Parallel Gifts

Even a Sunday School child knows the date of
Christmas, but many adult Christians know not when
Pentecost falls in the Christian calendar. The Second
Person of Trinity came to the world on the first Christmas
day, and the Third Person on the Day of Pentecost. The
deficient or the defective knowledge concerning the
HOLY SPIRIT is the reason number one for all the spiritual
ills in the Church today. “We have not so much as heard
whether there is a Holy Spirit!” (Acts 19:2). This is the
condition of an average church member today. My
meditation on the Person and the ministry of the Holy
Spirit has led to the compilation of the following list of
comparison between Christ and the Spirit as God’s
parallel Gifts.

Jesus Christ Holy Spirit

1.God’s first Comforter God’s Second
                       (Jn 14:16)       Comforter (Jn 14:16)

2.Compared to a Lamb— Compared to a Dove—
the gentlest of animals  the gentlest of birds
                         (Jn 1:29) (Mt 3:16)

3. The Holy One (Acts 3:14) The Spirit of Holiness
         (Rom 1:4)
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4.A Teacher   (Jn 3:2; 13:13) A Teacher       (Jn 14:26)

5.The Theme of the The Author of the
   Scriptures (Lk 24:27,44) Scriptures (2 Pet 1:20,21)

6.He is God            (Tit 2:13) He is God      (Acts 5:3,4)

7.He baptizes us with the He baptizes us into Christ
             Holy Spirit (Jn 1:33)                   (1 Cor 12:13)

8.To be received by faith To be received by faith
                              (Jn 1:12) (Jn 7:38,39; Acts 15:7-9)

9.He says, “Receive the He rebukes the world for
      Holy Spirit” (Jn 20:22) rejecting Christ (Jn 16:8,9)

10.Rejected by many Jews Rejected by many
           (Jn 1:11; Acts 14:1,2)    Christians (Obviously!)

11.Fountain of living water Rivers of living water
                              (Jn 4:14)                    (Jn 7:38,39)

12.Mouth confession after Speaking in tongues after
     receiving Him (Rom 10:8,9) receiving Him

(Acts 2:4; 10:45,46; 19:6)

13.Grace and Truth came He is the Spirit of Grace

      through Him  (Jn 1:17) and Truth
 (Heb 10:29; Jn 14:17)

14.His death demonstrates His descent transmits
          God’s love (Rom 5:8)        God’s love (Rom 5:8)

15.The Price of our The Seal of our
   redemption  (Tit 2:13,14)     redemption (Eph 4:30)

16.Our bodies are healed by Our bodies are quickened
         His stripes (Isa 53:4,5)          by Him (Rom 8:11)



53

17. Prayer in His Name Prayer in His Power
                             (Jn 16:23)         (Eph 6:18; Jude 20)

18. He pleads with the Father He pleads with the
   for us in Heaven Father for us from the
                        (Rom 8:34)             Earth (Rom 8:26)

19. He is the Prophet of He enables all believers
   prophets to prophesy
         (Acts 3:22; Lk 24:19)    (Acts 2:17; 1 Cor 14:31)

20. He gives men as gifts to He gives gifts to men in
    the Church (Eph 4:7-11) the Church (1 Cor 12:7-11)

21. He demonstrated love He produces love
                          (Jn 15:12)                        (Gal 5:22)

22. He glorified the Father He glorifies Christ
                            (Jn 17:4)                       (Jn 16:14)

23. He was angry when He is angry when our
   the temple was abused body, His temple, is
                       (Jn 2:13-17) defiled (1 Cor 3:16,17;

 6:19; Js 4:5)

24. He speaks to the Church He speaks to the Church
   for Restoration for Restoration (Rev 2:7,
  (Rev 2:1,8,12,18; 3:1,7,14)        11,17,29; 3:6,13,22)

25. He sent missionaries He sends missionaries
                         (Mt 10:1,5)                   (Acts 13:2-4)

26. He gives us authority He gives us power
                     (Mt 28:18,19)                        (Acts 1:8)

27. Our example of suffering Our companion in
                          (Lk 23:31) suffering (1 Pet 4:12-14)

28. The Hope of Glory The Spirit of Glory
                           (Col 1:27)                    (1 Pet 4:14)
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29. He predicted bad He predicts bad
      endtimes (Mt 24:4-12)        endtimes (2 Tim 3:1)

30. He was sent in the last He is outpoured in the
               days (Heb 2:1,2)        last days (Acts 2:17)

This list can go on and on. On the face of this com-
parison, how can one who has believed on Christ ever
underestimate the need of the work of the Holy Spirit in
his life? It’s deplorable to see several, even sincere,
Christians not open to the ministry of the Spirit. When
the need to be anointed or filled or baptized with the Holy
Spirit is emphasized, they usually present three problems.

1. The Problem of Fear

“When I pray for the baptism with the Holy Spirit,
suppose I get into flesh and receive something else?” This
fear is groundless. Jesus predicted such a fear and He
presented an illustrious explanation: “If a son asks for
bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone?
Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a snake instead
of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a
scorpion? If you then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” (Lk
11:11-13). Ask for bread and get bread! Ask for fish and
get fish! Ask for egg and get egg! Ask for the Holy Spirit
and you don’t get anything else! No doubt there are
spurious and counterfeit experiences. But because of this
we should not commit a greater mistake of rejecting the
true and the genuine.

Some are scared of any emotion in religion. It’s better
to be emotional than “immotional!” We all have emotions.
That’s how God has created us. Love is an emotion. Anger
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is an emotion. Worry, kindness, these are all emotions. If
folks can jump out of their seats and shout cheers when
their cricket star on the TV screen takes a run, or, if the
spectators of a running race can clap their hands and
whistle when their candidate comes first, why should not
people rejoice and dance before their Lord and King when
they are filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit? If temporal
things can so excite people and drive them crazy, I find
no reason why I should not have excitement and thrill in
religion. The Bible exhorts us, “Do not be drunk with wine
in excess; but be filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18). Wine
kicks people to the guttermost but the Holy Spirit takes
me to the uppermost and the uttermost!

2. Poor Testimonies

It is an undeniable fact that the fruit of the Spirit is not
very evident in the lives of several people who claim to
have been anointed with the Spirit. This is a great
stumbling block to the enquirers and seekers. But we
cannot decry the gift because of the absence of fruit. For
example, salvation is a gift of God. We are not saved by
works, but for works (Eph 2:8-10). That means producing
fruits becomes man’s responsibility after receiving the gift
from God. Just because man fails in his responsibilities,
we cannot undermine the value or question the
genuineness of God’s gift of salvation. Similarly, the gift
of the Spirit is what God gives; and the fruit of the Spirit
is what we cultivate in our life through His power. This
argument is not to defend fruitlessness but to stress the
validity of the gift, in spite of poor testimonies. God will
certainly judge fruitlessness (Mt 3:10). Let’s take this up
as a challenge and seek a life filled with fruit and gifts.
It’s not either or, but both. The Biblical counsel is, “Pursue
love, and desire spiritual gifts” (1 Cor 14:1).
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3. Experiences of Popular Personalities

During question hours or counselling sessions on the
ministry of the Holy Spirit, this is usually the last question.
After listening to all the explanations, the candidate will
ask, referring to any one prominent preacher or leader,
“Why then is it that So-and-so doesn’t have this experience,
but is still mightily used by God?” I appreciate this question
because it’s genuine.

No single preacher, leader, group or church has got
the revelation and understanding of “all” truth. “Unity of
the Spirit” is present now, and we are to “maintain” it;
but “unity of faith” is still in the future, and so we are to
“attain” it (Eph 4:3,13). Our growth or maturing to the
full stature of Christ is the process in between. Presently
the knowledge and experience of all of us is imperfect (1
Cor 13:9). As such it is very unsafe to follow or imitate
any one leader or preacher in everything. The teaching
and the testimony of the Bible should be sufficient for us
in such vital issues. The Bible says it; I believe it; and
that settles it! This should be our code.

Evangelicals can be broadly classified as charismatic
or Pentecostal evangelicals and non-charismatic or non-
Pentecostal evangelicals. One group emphasizes power
and the other the Scriptures. We need both. One should
learn from the other by mutual acceptance and
appreciation. Martin Luther spoke about Justification,
John Wesley about Sanctification, Charles Finney about
Spirit Baptism, and so on. Restoration of Biblical truths
from the Dark Ages has always been progressive. Openness
and availability is necessary to enjoy all of God’s best.
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6
Christmas & Pentecost

A.W. Tozer once said, “If the Holy Spirit were withdrawn
from the Church today, 95 percent of what we do would

go on and nobody would know the difference.”

The Church was born the day its first members were
baptized in the Holy Spirit. It is foolish to end in flesh
what began in the Spirit (Gal 3:3). In spite of the un-
precedented outpouring of the Holy Spirit all over the
world, thousands and thousands of Christians are yet to

comprehend the gifts, ministries and the power of the Spirit
in their personal, family and church life. When the Father
and the Son are in Heaven and only the Holy Spirit is
here on earth in His total Personality, it is an insult to
the Godhead if we disregard the Eternal Spirit who is
resident here.

A cursory look at the Christmas story reveals the vital
role the Holy Spirit played in the birth of Christ. There are
atleast seven manifestations mentioned in the narrative.
They are for us to expect and embrace in this Pentecostal
age. Jesus said, “When the Helper comes... He will testify
of Me... He will glorify Me” (Jn 15:26; 16:14). Yes,
Christmas cannot be adequately appreciated apart from
Pentecost!
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1. Dreams & Visions

Dreams and visions are prophesied as an integral part
of the endtime Outpouring (Joel 2:28; Acts 2:16,17). There
are so many examples to this in the early church (Acts
10:3,9-11; 16:9; 18:9; 22:17,18; 23:11; 27:23,24). See
their abundance in the Christmas story—

God communicated His message to Mary through the
angel Gabriel (Lk 1:26,27). When her betrothed husband
Joseph was contemplating to put her away secretly, an
angel appeared to him in a dream and admonished him
to take Mary as his wife (Mt 1:18-20). The wise men were
“divinely warned in a dream” not to return to Herod (Mt
2:12). For the safety of Baby Jesus against the plotters,
Joseph received warning and guidance three times through
dreams (Mt 2:13,19,22).

Dreams are images, thoughts and impressions which
pass through one’s mind when asleep. Visions are received
while awake or in a dream-like state. God uses both
dreams and visions to communicate His mind (Num 12:6).
Though in this age, with the canon of the Scripture
completed, God does not reveal doctrines and give teaching
through dreams and visions, He does employ these means
to convey specific guidance. We need not go seeking
dreams and visions, but we must keep ourselves open to
this channel also. Visions and dreams can of course be
counterfeited. Therefore they must be tested against
written revelation (Dt 13:1-5).

Not all dreams should be taken seriously. Several
dreams result from much activity and many anxieties (Eccl
5:3). But if a dream lingers on in the mind for long, we
must consider it prayerfully. Too personal dreams should
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not be disclosed to others. But if one feels that the Lord is
saying something specific to a group or an assembly
through a dream or a vision, the same must be discussed
with the elders, leaders and mature believers, before
making it public. When God gives us visions and dreams
we should resist the temptation to boast (2 Cor 12:1,7).

2. Scriptures & Faith

Any genuine outpouring of the Holy Spirit is characte-
rised by a renewed commitment to the Scriptures, because
the Holy Spirit is the Author of the Scriptures (2 Pet
1:20,21). The Scriptures and individuals’ faith on it
reverberate throughout the Christmas narrative—

Mary surrendered to God the human impossibility,
saying, “Let it be to me according to Your Word” (Lk
1:34,38). The virgin birth was the fulfillment of the Word
of the Lord through prophet Isaiah (Mt 1:22,23; Isa 7:14).
Elizabeth concluded her greeting of Mary with the words,
“Blessed is she who believed” (Lk 1:45). The Song of Mary
ended with the phrase, “As He spoke to our fathers” (Lk
1:45). The chief priests and scribes found out for Herod a
passage from the Book of Micah relating to Christ’s place
of birth (Mt 2:6; Mic 5:2). Joseph’s escape by night to
Egypt with Mary and Jesus was the fulfillment of what
prophet Hosea said (Mt 2:15; Hos 11:1). The slaughter of
innocent male children had been prophesied by Jeremiah
(Mt 2:17,18; Jer 31:15). Mary and Joseph brought the
Infant Jesus to be circumcised “according to what is said
in the law of the Lord” (Lk 2:21-24).

The Spirit-filled early church regularly turned to the
Scriptures to understand and explain the Lord’s thoughts
and doings. Here are a few examples—
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Peter explained the resurrection of Christ and the
descent of the Spirit, from David and Joel (Acts 2:25-
28,34,35, 16-21). The threatened church saturated its
prayer with challenges from Psalms (Acts 4:25,26). The
first martyr quoted from Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy,
Amos and Isaiah in his defence speech (Acts 7:3,7,32-
34,37,42,43,48-50). Philip led the Ethiopian minister to
Christ through a passage from Isaiah 53 (Acts 8:32-35).
The apostles moved to the gentile world when they
understood Isaiah 49:6 (Acts 13:46,47). The dispute in
Jerusalem Council was settled by the interpretation of
Amos 9:11,12 (Acts 15:15-17).

“Faith” is one of the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor 12:9). This
faith is primarily on the power of God’s Word. In the
chapter on faith, the very first reference is to the power of
the Word of God (Heb 11:3). We are admonished to take
the shield of faith “above all” the weaponry in the spiritual
warfare (Eph 6:16). In every temptation, the ultimate
victory is experienced when we boldly confess against the
devil what is “written” (Mt 4:4,7,10; Rev 12:11). Let’s soak
ourselves with the Scriptures. The Word in our mouth
and mind keeps us stout and sweet.

3. Signs & Wonders

Christmas is a miracle of miracles. A virgin conceived
without the seed of a man. Unbelievable! God became man.
Unimaginable! A priest was made dumb for unbelief.
Unheard of! A star guided the wise men exactly to the
spot where the Child Jesus was. Inscrutable! Yes, nothing
is impossible with God (Lk 1:34-37).

The life and ministry of the church in the years following
Pentecost were filled with miracles, signs and wonders.
But when the next generations began to depend on
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physical strength and material power the supernatural
manifestation of the Spirit became less and less.
Theologians then concluded that the days of miracles were
past. Far from truth! God is a God of miracles and He has
never changed. His hand is not at all shortened. None of
the gifts of the Spirit is withdrawn. The gifts of working of
miracles and healing are available today to be manifested
through “those who believe” (1 Cor 12:9,10; Mk 16:17,18).

Even two thousand years before all the scientific and
technological advance, God performed unusual miracles
to prove the resurrection of His Son (Acts 3:15,16). How
much more He would do today! He is ready to confirm
our preaching “by signs, wonders and various miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Spirit” — provided we pray for
them and exercise our faith (Heb 2:4; Acts 4:30). Someone
said, “If you can explain it, then it is not a miracle.” We
must therefore train ourselves to submit our natural
reasoning to the supernatural working of God (Eccl 11:5;
1 Cor 2:9,14).

4. Prophecies & Revelations

Not only the Old Testament prophecies were abundantly
referred to during Christmastime, but also there was a
fresh outburst of the spirit of prophesying during the
Season—

When Mary greeted Elizabeth, the later was filled with
the Holy Spirit and “spoke out with a loud voice” prophetic
word of blessing for Mary and Jesus (Lk 1:41-45). Following
this, Mary flowed into prophetic singing (Lk 1:46-55). What
rich content! When his dumbness was healed, Zacharias
was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied glorious
words about John’s ministry and that of the Messiah (Lk
1:64, 67-79). It was a visionary poetry.
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With the Baby Jesus in his arms, Simeon prophesied,
“Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of
many!” He spoke about the Cross when the Child was
still in the cradle! (Lk 2:28-35). Revelations and guidance
of the Spirit! (Lk 2:25-27). And there was Anna, an 84
year old widow, uttering prophetic words about the
Redeemer (Lk 2:36-38). Truly the testimony of Jesus is
the spirit of prophecy! (Rev 19:10).

The Greek work “prophetes” comes from pro, “forth”
and phemi, “to speak.” A prophet therefore is primarily a
forthteller, one who speaks forth a divine message that
can at times include foretelling future events. Simply
stated, prophecy means inspired utterance. The effect on
the hearers is the proof.

The infilling of the Holy Spirit gives potential ability to
all believers to prophesy (Acts 2:17,18). On the Day of
Pentecost, the 120 Spirit-baptized believers spoke forth
the wonderful works of God (Acts 2:4,11). Years later when
the 12 disciples in Ephesus received the anointing through
the ministry of Paul, they spoke in tongues and prophesied
(Acts 19:1,2,6,7). Apostle Paul encouraged all believers
to prophesy (1 Cor 14:5). If prophesying is not elevated
above the Scriptures, and the Biblical regulations are
followed, this gift will strongly build the Church through
“edification, exhortation and comfort” (1 Cor 14:3,4).

Though all believers can prophesy, the Ascended Lord
has given to His Church “some” prophets (Eph 4:11). These
men and women with the Prophetic office function at a
higher level to guide the flock.

5. Joy & Enthusiasm

Merry Christmas! Joy unspeakable because of God’s
unspeakable Gift! Gabriel entered Mary’s humble home
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in Nazareth with the greeting, “Rejoice!” (Lk 1:26-28). She
experienced a spirit-piercing joy. When she greeted
Elizabeth, the babe in the latter’s womb “leaped for joy.”
Elizabeth was boundlessly excited that “the mother of the
Lord” came to her. She shouted aloud blessings on the
Virgin (Lk 1:40-45). When the wise men saw the star, they
rejoiced with “exceedingly great joy” (Mt 2:10). Who can
explain the enthusiasm and haste with which the
shepherds rushed to the manger? (Lk 2:15,16).

The Holy Spirit is the greatest Joy-producer. When He
excited the 120 in the upper room, the onlookers thought
they were drunk (Acts 2:13). The Spirit-generated gladness
of believers wooed thousands into the church (Acts
2:46,47). Their converts brought into the silent temple
Pentecostal expressions of joy: “walking, leaping and
praising!” (Acts 3:8). The joy of the Holy Spirit made the
apostles bubble and dance when they were beaten and
driven away (Acts 5:40,41; 13:50-52).

When, where and why did Christendom lose this joy?
Thank God for the charismatic groups bringing back
shouting. “Blessed are the people who know the joyful
sound. In Your Name they rejoice all day long” (Psa
89:15,16). Joyless churches are strengthless Churches.
Because, the joy of the Lord is our strength (Neh 8:10).
When joy and gladness are cut off from a congregation,
the ministers and members should cry out to God for a
fresh outpouring (Joel 1:13,16; 2:28,29; Psa 85:6).

The gathering of saints must be characterised by a
festival spirit (Psa 122:1). The Lord’s day especially
commemorates the victory of the Lord over death (Psa
118:24). How then do we explain the funeral atmosphere
that prevails in many a congregation? If the Church does
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not get back healthy excitement and enthusiasm to the
pew and pulpit, our youth will sure go after feverish enjoy-
ments offered in streets.

6. Worship & Offering

The Song of Mary is magnificent in worship. She exalted
the Lord as the Saviour, Mighty, Holy, Merciful, Helper
and Covenant-keeper (Lk 1:46-55). After the angel
announced the good tidings to the shepherds, a multitude
of the heavenly host joined him in rapturous praise.
Imagine the volume of their shout! (Lk 2:13,14). A spirit
of praise captured the shepherds when they saw the Baby
(Lk 2:20). Simeon “blessed” God holding His only begotten
Son in his arms (Lk 2:28). Anna “thanked” the Lord for
His visit (Lk 2:38). The wise men came all the way from
the East just to “worship” the Baby King. They “fell down”
and worshipped Him with lavish gifts (Mt 2:2,11).

The message of Christmas is, “God sent His Son to the
lowly Earth.” The message of Pentecost is, “God seated
His Son in the lofty Heaven.” If the former initiated so
much worship everywhere, how much more the latter
should inspire. The foremost ministry of the Holy Spirit is
to glorify Jesus as Lord (1 Cor 12:3b). What the Spirit
enabled the disciples to speak out in new languages was
“the wonderful works of God” (Acts 2:4,11). It was pure
praise (Acts 10:46). Wherever they were, pathways or pulpits
or prisons, the disciples overflowed with praise.

One of the significant contributions of the charismatic
movement is the restoration of Spirit-led worship and
Spirit-anointed singing to the Church. The fallen
tabernacle of David is being rebuilt (Acts 15:16). Tozer’s
“missing jewel of evangelical Christianity” is found.
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This does not mean that we should throw away all the
old forms and embrace the new patterns. But there must
be “a balance of appeal to the mind, heart and spirit; a
balance of order and freedom, structure and flexibility; a
balance of liturgy and spontaneity; a balance of the
traditional and contemporary; and a balance of solemnity
and celebration” (Terry Wardle).

Also, the Holy Spirit is the most powerful Motivator for
giving. Look at the voluntariness and spontaneity with
which the Spirit-bathed believers pooled their wealth to
share with the needy (Acts 2:44,45; 4:34,35). By giving
us glimpses of eternal glory, the Spirit loosens our grip on
earthly gold.

7. Evangelism & Missions

The angel told the shepherds that the News of
Bethlehem was good tidings to “all people.” And they
spread it “widely” (Lk 2:10,17). Simeon testified that the
Baby was God’s salvation for “all peoples” and a light to
the “Gentiles” (vv 30-32). And Anna began to gossip the
gospel with everyone in Jerusalem (v38).

The very purpose of Pentecost is to give us power and
boldness to proclaim the greatest story ever told (Acts 1:8;
4:31). Stamp out all fear and shed down all shyness. Tell
every non-Christian neighbour the message of Christmas.
Go singing bajjans to non-Christian homes. Present the
residents with suitable literature. Stop the unhealthy
practice of begging in the name of carol rounds. Arrange
special get-togethers and parties for non-Christian friends.
Give brief talks and show films to explain why Christ came.
Indian Hindus shun Western practices in religion. Be
sensitive to their feelings and behave wisely. Make best
use of the Season.
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When an 85 year old villager in India was asked whether
he had heard about Jesus, he politely requested our
missionaries to try in the next village! We are fighting over
the details of the Second Coming of Christ, whereas there
are millions yet untold about His First Coming. Ther’s no
news better than the Good News. There’s no commission
greater than the Great Commission. Go and tell everyone
that Christ came and is coming again. You will cause
“exceedingly great joy!”

Joy to the world! the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room,
And heav’n and nature sing!

Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks and plains
Repeat the sounding joy!

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love!

— Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
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7
Tongues Today?

Questions concerning the gift of tongues abound not
only in the non-Pentecostal circles but also among those
who speak in tongues. Interestingly there are numerous
questions in the Biblical text itself concerning this gift.
Studying them will give us intense clarity on this much
disputed subject. An unbiased mind with childlike
simplicity and learning attitude is a prerequisite to
understand any Biblical doctrine.

“Look, are not all these who speak Galileans?
And how is it that we hear,

each in our own language in which we were born? ...
Whatever could this mean?”

(Acts 2:7,8,12)

Several spectacular and supernatural things happened
on the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came on the
120 disciples who at the command of Christ were tarrying
in praise and prayer. “A sound from heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind!” “Divided tongues as of fire!” But what
literally arrested the outsiders was the gift of tongues (Acts
2:1-12).

God had reserved this supernatural enablement of
speaking in unknown languages for His new covenant

?
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people. The other gifts like Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith,
Healings, Miracles, Prophecy, Discernment, etc., had been
in operation in some measure even in the old testament
times (1 Cor 12:7-10). Dispensationally speaking, God was
“with” His people under the Old Covenant, but He is “in”
them under the New Covenant (Jn 14:17). He had been
moving into a deeper fellowship with them. One vital
avenue of fellowship is communication. Praise God for the
gift of tongues to communicate with Him in the spirit
realm.

The Day of Pentecost was the fiftieth day after the
Sabbath of Passover week (Lev 23:15,16). In the Christian
calendar it is the fiftieth day from the day of Resurrection.
Pentecost was also called the Feast of Weeks (Dt 16:10), or
the Feast of Harvest (Ex 23:16). The Feast of Weeks was the
second of the three principal harvest festivals requiring the
attendance of the godly Jews at the Temple (Ex 23:14-17;
34:18-23). Joachim Jeremias in Jerusalem in the Time of
Jesus points out, “At the great Jewish feasts as many as
1,80,000 came to worship, and 1,20,000 to 1,50,000 of
these might be pilgrims from other countries speaking
other languages  as their native tongue.” From Acts  2:9,10
it can be inferred that the onlookers of the Upper Room
incident had represented atleast fourteen different
language groups. What a miracle that the Galilean
disciples, most of them “uneducated and untrained,” were
able to speak intelligible languages “unknown” to them!
(Acts 4:13; 2:7,8).

Let’s not dare to despise or undermine the miracle
element in whatever manner or measure the gift of tongues
is manifested! It’s God the Holy Spirit enabling His people
to speak out in tongues as an inspired utterance (Acts 2:4).
Gifts as they originate from God are perfect at the source.
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“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and
comes down from the Father of Lights, with whom there is
no variation or shadow of turning” (Js 1:17). But because
gifts are manifest through imperfect human beings,  at the
operational level every gift is imperfect. Paul confessed,
“We know in part and we prophesy in part” (1 Cor 13:9).

The Day of Pentecost on which the Holy Spirit was sent
from Heaven was unique. There can be only one Day of
Christmas, only one Day of Crucifixion, only one Day of
Resurrection and only one Day of Ascension. These cannot
be repeated. In the same way, historically speaking, we
cannot have another Pentecost. The Day being so unique,
the manifestation as well as the effect of the gift of tongues
on that day also were unique. The languages spoken  by the
disciples were understandable to “each” of the thousands
of pilgrims who had crowded around the upper room.
Expecting  the same effect today everytime and questioning
the genuineness of the gift otherwise is simply bias and
prejudice. When Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost,
three thousand people were converted and baptised the
same day. There seemed to be no backsliding also! Luke
reports that they “continued steadfastly” (Acts 2:42). How
do we compare this to our evangelistic preaching  today?
Just because we don’t have thousands of baptisms
regularly in our meetings, should we decry our preachings
and devalue them?

God did not bestow the gift of tongues to evangelize
people. Tongues at Pentecost simply attracted the people.
But it was Peter’s clearcut and well-outlined sermon in his
own language which convicted them and brought them to
repentance and faith (Acts 2:40,41). Also in the Great
Commission passage of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus did not
command His disciples to evangelize people through
tongues. Rather He predicted that the evangelised and
believing people would speak in tongues (Mk 16:15-17).
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“Do all speak with tongues?
Do all interpret?”

(1 Cor 12:30)

This is perhaps the most important question in this
series. If we can find a satisfactory answer to this question,
most of the issues shrouding the tongues  controversy can
be settled.

The obvious answer to Paul’s question here is “no!” Then
why do conservative Pentecostals around the world insist
that everyone should speak in tongues? It is because of the
inference they have made from the four or five incidents of
reception of the Holy Spirit by individuals or groups
recorded in the Book of Acts. From Acts 2:4 it is clear that
all of the 120 who were filled with the Spirit began to speak
with other tongues. Paul who got filled with the Spirit
through the ministry of Ananias testified later, while
writing to the Corinthians, that he had received this
enablement to speak in tongues (1 Cor 14:18). The non-
Jewish worshippers who had gathered at the residence of
Cornelius spoke in tongues when the Holy Spirit fell on
them (Acts 10:44-46). The twelve disciples of John the
Baptist at Ephesus spoke with tongues when Paul laid
hands on them for receiving the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1-7).

On the basis of these incidents, we can normally expect
a person to speak in tongues while he receives the Holy
Spirit in His baptismal power. But we should not build a
doctrine from incidents alone. We cannot dogmatically
insist that speaking  in tongues is “the” evidence of being
filled with the Holy Spirit. The Scriptures point out so many
other manifestations also, like praise (Acts 10:46),
prophecy (19:6), visions (7:55; 2:17), a spontaneous shout

?
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of “Jesus is Lord!” (1 Cor 12:3), a crying out of “Abba,
Father!” (Rom 8:15), a powerful proclamation of the Word
(Acts 4:31; 1:8), and so on. And there’s no specific mention
of tongues when the believers in Samaria  received the Holy
Spirit. No doubt there was a visible evidence because we
read that Simon the sorcerer “saw” it. But it’s difficult to
ascertain that it was an audible sign (Acts 8:17,18).

If a believer does not speak in tongues I do not rush to
judge that he is not filled with the Holy Spirit. Rather I
would encourage him to seek the Lord for this wonderful
enablement for the following reasons.  Tongues is the only
gift among the nine listed in 1 Cor 12:7-10 which primarily
addresses God in its operation. The others are enable-
ments to minister to men.  In one sense I consider
speaking in tongues as a preparation or warming up before
moving into the operation of the other gifts (Acts 19:6; 1 Cor
14:18,19). Edification of ourselves prepares us to minister
for the edification of others (Lk 22:32). This has been the
testimony of many. This may be why tongues are
mentioned at the bottom of the list of gifts as the bottom of
a ladder, something like a starter. In the same way, self-
control or self-denial, as a basic to the other virtues, is
mentioned as the last item in the fruit list (Gal 5:22,23).
 The mouth expression is an usual outflow of a heart
experience. “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks” (Mt 12:34b,35). Mouth confession is demanded
following heart faith for salvation (Rom 10:9,10). Peter’s
sermon of defence of the Pentecostal experience of the
disciples included an interesting quotation from David,
“My heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad” (Acts 2:26;
Psa 16:8-11).

The apostle’s question, “Do all speak with tongues?”,
opens up another understanding if studied closely in its
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context. This is one of the seven questions he raises in this
passage (1 Cor 12:29,30) —

“Are all apostles?” No! But the word “apostle” means a
messenger who is sent forth. In a sense, all Christians are
supposed to be Gospel messengers!

“Are all prophets?” No! But “prophecy” in its broad sense
is any Spirit-inspired utterance of a message from God. All
Christians have “the spirit of prophecy” to share “the
testimony of Jesus” (Rev 19:10). Paul has indicated the
possibility of all believers prophesying (1 Cor 14:5a,24a).

“Are all teachers?” No! But though not on a large scale,
each Christian has a responsibility to teach others the
basics of discipleship (Mt 28:20; Heb 5:12).

“Are all workers of miracles?” No! But does God never
perform miracles in answer to prayers of ordinary
believers?

“Do all have gifts of healings?” No! But does not God heal
believers when they pray for one another? (Js 5:16). In fact
James encourages every believer to expect the prayer
power as Elijah exprienced (v17)!

Next comes the tongues question! “Do all speak with
tongues?”

Continuing the strain of the above argument, the gift of
tongues operates at two different levels — one, the private
devotional level, and the other, the public ministerial level.
Whereas the first level can be desired by every believer, the
second one is distributed by God for the common good at
His own sovereign will and choice. We will study this in
detail under the next question.
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“If I come to you speaking with tongues,
what shall I profit you unless I speak to you

either by revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying,
or by teaching?”

(1 Cor 14:6)

While explaining the difference between the gift of
tongues and the gift of prophecy, Paul also spotted out the
differences between the private and the public use of
tongues. He testified, “I speak with tongues more than you
all” (1 Cor 14:18). This does not mean that he had known
more languages than the Corinthian believers. We must
bear in mind that the apostle was discussing in these
chapters about gifts, ministries and activities functioning
in the supernatural power of the trinintarian God, and not
about natural talents and abilities (12:1,4-7).

There was an utter confusion in the Corinthian Church
over the  “understanding” and the practice of spiritual gifts,
especially tongues and prophesying. The gift of tongues
became a toy in the hands of those believers and they were
playing with it like babies in the worship services. Paul
therefore admonished them, “Brothers, do not be children
in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in
understanding be mature” (14:20). He was introducing to
them certain regulatory measures for the optimum good of
everyone in the assembly. At the same time he wanted to
ensure that no one thought that Paul had not had the gift of
tongues and that was why he had been bringing restric-
tions. So he confessed that he spoke in tongues “more”
than all of them!

In no uncertain terms Paul has forbidden the use of
tongues in public without interpretation. “If there is no
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interpreter, let him speak to himself and to God” (14:28). It
is possible to pray with lip movements but without voice,
like Hannah (1 Sam 1:13). We cannot quote the historical
narratives in Acts and justify our public use of tongues. In
Acts the Church was just being formed. It was a transition
from Judaism to Christianity. The pastoral and doctrinal
Epistles had not yet been written. In the years that
followed, the Spirit of Truth guided the Church into all
truth through the foundational ministers of apostles and
prophets (Jn 16:13; Eph 2:19,10). Paul concludes the three
chapters on spiritual gifts (1 Cor 12,13,14) with this
assertion: “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write
to you are the commandments of the Lord. But if anyone is
ignorant, let him be ignorant” (14:37,38).

We may have no problem in accepting the restrictions
for the use of tongues in public without interpretation in its
ministerial dimension (14:27,28). But how about a
situation in which all the believers desire and agree to raise
their voices of praise together to God in tongues? Is this
corporate use of tongues in worship outrightly condemned
in the Scriptures? No! (14:39). However, with the church
worship services becoming more and more evangelistic
these days, we need to give serious attention to Paul’s
concern voiced in 1 Cor 14:23, “If the whole church comes
together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and
there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers,
will they not say that you are insane?” It is of course not
easy to break a long-cherished tradition overnight. But
what the Bible teaches is more important than what we
think about any practice.

In any case we must totally avoid screaming in tongues
by one or two from the congregation suppressing the voices
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of others and disturbing their concentration, or shouting
aloud in uninterpreted tongues over microphones. We may
think we are impressing others, but we don’t realize how
indecent and unseemly such behaviour is in the church.
Each believer needs to undergo a course on how to conduct
himself in the house of God (1 Tim 3:15).

“If I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays,
but my mind is unfruitful.

So what shall I do?”
(1 Cor 14:14,15a)

David Pytches in his book, Spiritual Gifts in the Local
Church, defines the gift of tongues as “spontaneous
inspired utterance by the Holy Spirit, where the normal
voice organs are used, but the conscious mind plays no
part. The languages spoken or sung are entirely unlearned
by the speaker.”

Coming from a high Anglican background, I have been
speaking in tongues since 1963 when I was baptized with
the Holy Spirit in a non-Pentecostal student group. I join
Paul to thank God for this beautiful gift. The benefits I
derive from speaking in tongues are numerous—

First of all, speaking in tongues empowers my prayer
life. Under normal prayer, my mind articulates my needs to
God. But when I pray in tongues, my mind is bypassed and
my spirit is dominant (1 Cor 14:14). I experience a striking
release in prayer from my mind or intellect which is subject
to limitations. There are times when I don’t know what to
pray for in a given situation. And there are occasions when
I do not find enough and appropriate words to express my
anguish. In such instances I find praying in tongues quite
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uplifting. I believe that praying in tongues is one aspect of
the Holy Spirit’s help in our prayer life explained in Rom
8:26, “The Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do
not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered.”

Speaking in tongues enhances my personal praise and
private worship. I am enabled to give thanks “well” (1 Cor
14:17a). God is Spirit and we are called to worship Him in
spirit and in truth (Jn 4:24). When I praise God in tongues
I realize that my soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit
rejoices in my Saviour (Lk 1:46,47). I also find myself often
moving into singing in tongues either in known tunes or
new ones (1 Cor 14:15b). Singing and making melody in
our hearts to the Lord in the Spirit is an experience more
exciting than the kicks of liquor (Eph 5:18,19).

 Thirdly, speaking in tongues helps me express my
innermost thoughts and feelings in a language which God
hears and understands. This is what the Bible states as
speaking mysteries in the Spirit (1 Cor 14:2b). That is,
mysterious things not understood by my mind. Not all of
our feelings and longings can be verbalised. After a time of
speaking in tongues I often feel that I have poured out my
heart confidentially before someone who really cares and
understands. What a relief and rest! Tongues are also a
vehicle of God’s Spirit speaking to my spirit (1 Cor 14:28;
2 Sam 23:2).

 Next, when I speak in tongues I edify myself (1 Cor
14:4a). I feel built up in my faith, deepened in my love, and
strengthened in my hope, after a season of praying  in
tongues (Jude 20,21). I shall continue to speak in tongues
until I am made perfect or He who is perfect returns.
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Tongues and even the need for further knowledge will cease
then! (1 Cor 13:8-10). Though the mind is bypassed by the
spirit during the exercise of tongues, I find my mind quite
refreshed after it. There were several occasions during my
student days when I resorted to speaking in tongues
quietly and briefly when I got confused over a particular

problem in the examination paper. I invariably came out
afresh to answer the paper better. Today I find speaking in
tongues helpful in critical situations in my ministerial
responsibilities.

In the passage under study, Paul unequivocally says
that when he prays in tongues his spirit prays but his mind
is unfruitful. Therefore after praying in his spirit he moves

on to praying with his mind intelligently in languages
known to him. “I will pray with my spirit, and I will also
pray with my mind. I will sing with my spirit, and I will also
sing with my mind” (14:15). Who would not desire this two-
dimensional prayer and praise?

Speaking in tongues enables me maintain a spirit of
prayer even while driving, travelling or jogging, because
this form of prayer doesn’t actively engage my mind. Some
people testify that they find themselves whispering in
tongues when they awake at night hours (SS 5:2a)

When the Holy Spirit is at work within a believer, there’s
no place for a counterfeit  gift to curse Jesus or blaspheme
Him (1 Cor 12:3). Paul gives this assurance right at the
beginning of the gifts chapters! In the Corinthian church
there were many who had come from pagan worship. So
such a reassurance was in place! Compare this with a
similar assurance of Jesus concerning the gift of the Holy
Spirit with three illustrations! (Lk 11:11-13).
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“Unless you speak intelligible words with your tongue,
how will anyone know what you are saying?

You will just be speaking into the air!”
(1 Cor 14:9)

The apostle’s main concern in these chapters of the first
Epistle was to make the Corinthian believers grasp the
central purpose of the gifts of the Spirit, namely edification
of the body of Christ. He stated it clearly as, “Since you are
zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the
church that you seek to excel” (14:12). Personal benefits of
the gifts are secondary. Of all the gifts, the gift of tongues is
perhaps more vulnerable for abuse and misuse because of
its dual nature of benefitting the speaker as well as the
hearers.

The gift of tongues may manifest in so many different
ways. (“varieties of tongues” — 1 Cor 12:28). If may be the
speaking of earthly languages unknown to the speaker, or
the languages of angels, or the utterance of inexpressible
mysteries and groanings, or melodies of thanksgiving,
praise and joy, and so on and so forth. Some say that the
tongues spoken in Acts are totally different from those
referred to in Corinthians. This is very unlikely because
both Luke the author of Acts and Paul that of the
Corinthian Epistles had worked together closely in
missionary travels. It cannot be that the phenomenon,
described by the two writers in identical terms, would be
dissimilar. The manifestations may be different and so also
the purpose, but the essence of the gift is the same.

What Jesus promised as “baptism with the Holy Spirit”
(Acts 1:5) or “endument with power from on High” (Lk
24:49) was reported by Luke as “being filled with Holy
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Spirit” (2:4) or “receiving of the Holy Spirit” (8:15-17;
10:47; 19:2). The Biblical authors under the superinten-
dence of the Holy Spirit were free to choose words from
their vocabulary and  background to write the Scriptures.
When various names are given to an experience our
understanding of it is broadened. In the same way, what
Jesus promised as “new tongues” (Mk 16:17) is reported by
Luke as “other tongues” (Acts 2:4) or simply as “tongues”
(10:46; 19:6), and by Paul as “different kinds of tongues” (1
Cor 12:10) or simply as “tongues” (12:30; 13:8; 14:5,39) or
“a tongue” (14:2,4,13,14). The variations are just meant to
give us different perspectives of the same phenomenon.
Pigeonholing them serves no useful purpose.

Next comes the question of interpretation. Interpretation
of tongues is as much a supramental operation of the Spirit
as speaking in tongues. No human ability is required here.
Both operate in a realm beyond human mind. When
tongues are addressed to God in private, they need not be
interpreted. It is an intimate communication between God
and the speaker in the Spirit (1 Cor 14:2,28). If tongues are
used in public as an utterance of prayer or praise or a
revelation, they must be interpreted. The speaker may ask
God to enable himself to interpret or look for an interpreter
(14:13,27,28). If no interpretation comes through, he must
not continue  his tongues in that gathering, for the simple
reason that the church is not edified and he is wasting
others’ time. Even if there’s interpretation, Paul does not
allow for more than three  short speeches in tongues in a
single gathering. As exciting as it may be, overoccupation
with the exercise of this gift is discouraged. “If the whole
body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?” (1
Cor 12:17b). No one should say that he is not able to
control himself and throw the blame on the Holy Spirit.
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“The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets”
(14:32). No gift operates without human cooperation. God
is not the author of any disorderliness in His church (vv
33,40). Even on the Day of Pentecost the disciples were
able to stop speaking in tongues so that Peter could give his
sermon to the assembled crowd.

What about tongues serving as a sign to unbelievers? (1
Cor 14:21,22). The quotation from Isaiah concerning
“stammering lips and another tongue” confuses many
Christians. The people of Judah had refused to listen to
God’s prophets when He had offered His “rest and
refreshing,” so they were to be hardened in their unbelief by
the tongues of the foreign invaders. God would speak to His
people through the alien tongue of the Assyrians as a divine
judgment. The unsaved outsiders of the Corinthian Church
were in the habit of accusing the tongues speakers of being
“insane” (14:23c). Tongues without interpretation could
only be a sign of God’s displeasure with their unbelief
whereas prophecy could disclose the secrets of their hearts
and bring some of them to repentance. Isa 28:11 is used by
Paul only as a parallel between his day and that of ancient
Israel and not as a prophecy.

One wonders why the apostle suddenly brings in here
the subject of women’s participation in the church
gathering. The NIV Study Bible gives a helpful explanation:
“Paul was not against women praying and prophesying in
public worship (1 Cor 11:5). In 1 Cor 14:34,35, he was
discussing primarily the disruption of worship by women
who became involved in noisy discussions surrounding
tongue-speaking and prophecy. Instead of publicly
clamouring for explanations, the wives were to discuss
matters with their husbands at home.”
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“Did the Word of God come originally from you?
Or was it to you only that it reached?”

(1 Cor 14:36)

This is the last question the apostle throws in his
discussion of spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12,13&14.

It is on the issue of the gifts of the Spirit, especially the
gift of tongues, that the Church of Jesus Christ is divided
as Non-pentecostals and Pentecostals. God is mightily at
work in both the communities. Each has its strengths and
weaknesses. In the absolute sense, no group is better than
the other. Both need to learn so much from each other. The
Non-pentecostals charge the Pentecostals as having no
proper theology. The Pentecostals criticize the Non-
pentecostals as being low in spirituality. Let the first group
repent of its intellectual pride and the other of its spiritual
arrogance. Otherwise Christ will still be wounded in the
house of His friends (Zech 13:6). Neither the sterile
rationality of some modern churches nor the sheer
emotionalism of some churches in other traditions is
Scriptural. The Biblical view of worship engages the whole
person.

Some of what I have written in this treatise may upset a
certain section of the Pentecostal world. But why don’t we
allow for “the removal of those things that are being
shaken...that the things which cannot be shaken may
remain?” (Heb 12:27). Let’s ask ourselves the same
questions Paul asked the Charismatic Corinthians two
millennia ago. “Did the word of God come originally from
us? Or was it to us only that it reached?” We are greatly
indebted to the Non-pentecostal theologians for their
monumental contribution in the field of Biblical research.
Show me one leading Pentecostal pastor or preacher who

?
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does not use Non-pentecostal commentaries and notes!
Pentecostals and Non-pentecostals are like two hands in
the Body of Christ. “One hand alone does not clap,” says an
Arab proverb!

At Babel God shattered the people into various language
groups because they sought self-glory (Gen 11:4). At
Pentecost He united the peoples of various languages in
order to show forth His glory (Acts 2:11b). The “restoration
of all things” includes the final restoration of “a pure
language” that we may worship and serve the Lord “with
one accord” (Acts 3:21; Zeph 3:9; Rev 7:9,10). As coworkers
with God it is our awsome responsibility to desist from any
activity or attitude that may counteract His purposes.

David Pawson, an outstanding Bible Teacher of our
times, in his book, The Fourth Wave, has made wise
comments: “Tongues are not everything; tongues are not
nothing... Charismatics are prone to make too much of
tongues, and Evangelicals are inclined to make too little.
One stream tends to use the gift too much in public, the
other shrinks from even using it in private. Both need to
recover attitudes and action which reflect the Biblical
balance.”

As a Chrismatic, I would say that the responsibility of
the Charismatics is greater than that of the Non-
charismatics in bringing about a practical and spiritual
unity, not an official and organisational union, between the
two groups. I must lay aside all the objectionable and
questionable practices in the charismatic group out of
consideration for my non-charismatic brothers and sisters.
What is the use of tongues without love? (1 Cor 13:1). May
the Lord grant me the spirit that prevailed behind the
solution of the circumcision problem discussed in the
Jerusalem council. Let everyone who understands this
language say, “Amen!”
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8
Whatever happened to the Father?

A crack in the foundation will show up in the
superstructure. Similarly any false doctrine can be traced
to some deviation from the foundational truths of the Bible.
One of the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith
that is ignored in practice, though not in theory, is the
doctrine of Trinity. This has given rise to many unscriptural
teachings and practices in the Christendom of today.

There are some who argue that the word “trinity” does
not appear in the Bible. For that matter the word
“Christianity” also does not appear! A simple and
straightforward understanding of the Holy Bible teaches
us that God eternally exists as three Persons: the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Like any other doctrine, the
doctrine of Trinity is progressively revealed in the
Scriptures, a partial revelation in the Old Testament and
a fuller one in the New. However, Trinity is a mystery. It
cannot be fully and satisfactorily explained in human
language or by any analogy. When we accept it in faith we
will understand it in stages by experience.

If the Jewish interpreters had admitted the plurality of
Persons in one God, they would have had no great difficulty
in accepting the divine claims of Christ as the Son of God.
It was by quoting Psalm 110:1 that Jesus cornered them.
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“No one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that
day on did anyone dare question Him anymore!” (Mt 22:41-
46). It is impossible for a fairminded Christian to deny
the fact of Trinity after carefully studying, for example,
the following passages: Gen 1:26; 3:22;11:7; Psa 45:6,7;
Isa 6:8; 48:16; 63:10; Hos 1:7; Mal 3:1,2; Mt 3:16,17;
28:19; Lk 1:35; 1 Cor 12:4-6; 2 Cor 13:14; Eph 4:4-6; 1
Pet 1:2; Jude 20,21. These passages are summarised into
three statements by Wayne Grudem in Systematic
Theology —

(l) God is three Persons (Trinity).
(2) Each Person is fully God (Deity).
(3) There is one God (Triunity).

Each of these statements is equally important to keep us
from going astray. Many of the heretical views of the
famous prophet and healing evangelist William Branham
(1909-1965) had stemmed from his anti-Trinity doctrine.
His teachings and influence still lie subtly under the couch
of many a modern evangelist. The late Evangelist Paulaseer
Lawrie from South India is an example. Beware!

Even though the Son and the Holy Spirit are equal in
deity to God the Father, they subject themselves to Him
in their roles. This solemn truth is ignored these days in
the spiritual world. In some circles, they only talk about
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, and end up with another Jesus. In
others, they always talk about Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit,
Holy Spirit, and end up with a different spirit. The Father
is forgotten!

Whatever happened to the Father?

Let’s look into five vital areas where we need to restore
the Fatherhood of God in our Biblical understanding and
Christian experience —
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1. Redemption

It is God the Father who planned redemption for
mankind. Even though we read that Christ Jesus “came”
into the world to save sinners, we must not forget that He
was actually “sent” by His Father into the world (Jn
3:16,17). It was the Father who conceived the plan of
redemption, and the Son accomplished it (Jn 6:38-40).

All sins are primarily against God the Father. “For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the FATHER but of the
world” (1 Jn 2:15,16). Therefore repentance is primarily
towards the Father God, and we receive forgiveness when
we believe on the finished work of His Son (Acts 20:21).
Reconciliation is to be made with the Father having Christ
as the Mediator (1 Tim 2:5).

Faith on the Lord Jesus Christ makes us the children
of the “Father” (Jn 1:12). This privilege is ours because of
the unfathomable love of the “Father” (1 Jn 3:1). Jesus
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made
us kings and priests to “His God and Father” (Rev 1:6).

In Gospel preaching we declare that Christ is the only
Way, but we fail to explain “to where?” Jesus said that He
is the Way “to the FATHER” (Jn 14:6). Jesus ever lives to
make intercession to save those who come through Him
“to God” the Father (Heb 7:25). “Invite Jesus into your
heart!” “Jesus, come into my heart!” These are all in-
complete statements and partial truths. More Biblically a
sinner’s prayer should be, “Father God, I’ve sinned against
You. I turn to You forsaking my sinful ways. I believe that
Christ Your Son died for me and rose again from the dead.
I thank You for accepting me in His Name. Amen!” At this
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point God sends forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts
so we may cry out, “Abba, Father!” (Gal 4:4-6; Rom
8:15,16).

We are saved by the resurrection of Jesus. It is right to
say that Christ Jesus “rose” from the dead. But we must
not forget that it was the Father who “raised” Him from
the dead. There are simply too many Scripture passages
which establish this truth (Acts 2:20-24; 3:14,15;
10:39,40; Rom 6:4; 8:11; 10:9; 1 Cor 6:14; 2 Cor 4:14;
etc). Jesus Himself acknowledged that it was from the
FATHER that He had received the authority to lay down
His life and take it again (Jn 10:18).

Apostle Paul explains our redemption graphically in
Ephesians 2:4-7. The Father loved us. The Father raised
us up together with His Son, when we were dead in
trespasses. Then the Father made us sit together in
heavenly places with His Son. The Father has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places with
Christ. The Father is preparing to show towards us in the
ages to come the exceeding riches of His grace. Oh, how
much we miss in the understanding of the glorious
redemptive plan of God if we forget the Father!

2. Prayer

When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray,
He pointedly told them whom they must address: “Our
FATHER in heaven!” (Lk 11:1,2). This was not a casual
statement but a deliberate teaching. In the parallel passage
in Matthew chapter six, see how many times Jesus uses
the phrase “Your Father” (vv 1,4,6,8,14,15,18,26,32). He
linked every spiritual discipline, like praying, forgiving,
fasting and almsgiving, to the Father. After resurrection
He sent word to the disciples, “I am ascending to My Father
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and your Father, and to My God and your God” (Jn 20:27).
I cannot understand where, when and why Christians
slipped into the habit of addressing Jesus in prayer and
closing it in Jesus’ Name! We can’t ask Jesus in Jesus’
Name! Quite illogical!

We have access TO the Father, BY the Holy Spirit,
THROUGH Christ (Eph 2:18). In prayer we are to address
“the Father” in the Name of Christ by the power and
enablement of the Holy Spirit. This is repeatedly taught
throughout the New Testament as seen below—

Referring to the dispensation of the New Covenant that
would begin with the death of Christ, He pretaught His
disciples, “In that day you will ask Me nothing. Most
assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the FATHER in
My Name He will give you. Until now you have asked
nothing in My name. Ask and you will receive, that your
joy may be full” (Jn 16:23,24). Until Christ died the
disciples had been straightaway asking Him whatever they
wanted. They never had asked the Father in Jesus’ Name.
Jesus emphatically pointed out the change in prayer
pattern beginning with the new dispensation by the words,
“most assuredly I say to you!”

The early disciples very quickly grasped this truth and
we see them addressing the Father in prayer and referring
to Christ as the Father’s holy Servant (Acts 4:24-30). This
was also Paul’s consistent practice. He invariably
addressed the Father in prayer. “I bow my knees to the
FATHER of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph 3:14;1:16,17).

In order to maintain an unclouded relationship with
God we must walk in openness and transparency before
Him. Sins must not be hidden but confessed. Apostle John
teaches that sins must be confessed to the “FATHER” and
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the blood of “His Son” will cleanse us from all sin (1 Jn
1:6-9). When we confess our sins to the Father, the Son
as a merciful and faithful High Priest at the right hand of
the Father advocates for us (1 Jn 2:1; Heb 2:17,18) and
intercedes for us (Rom 8:34). The Holy Spirit also
intercedes to the Father for us, and that He does from
within us (Rom 8:26). Let’s never forget this divine
organisation in prayer.

Even though all spiritual blessings come through the
finished work of Christ on the cross, we are taught to ask
the “Father” in order that we may experience them. Take
for example, the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. Jesus is
the One who baptizes us with the Holy Spirit (Lk 3:16).
But He has commanded us to ask the FATHER for this
gift (Lk 11:13). Jesus Himself prayed to the FATHER for
the gift of the Spirit to be bestowed on us (Jn 14:16).
Peter rightly recognized that Jesus “received” from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit and poured it out on
the disciples on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:33; See also
Tit 3:5,6). Every good gift and every perfect gift comes
down from the “Father” (Js 1:17).

Does this mean that we can never address Jesus in
prayer? No. But praying to Jesus can be an exception and
not a rule. Stephen died of martyrdom with these words:
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” (Acts 7:59). This was an
exceptional and extraordinary situation in which Stephen
saw the vision of the open heaven, and the focus there
was Christ. Moreover he was being stoned for the sake of
Christ. This was not a general prayer but dying words of
commitment. Similarly in Revelation 22:20, Jesus says,
“Surely I am coming quickly.” The response from earth is
naturally, “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” Who would
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expect the response in this context as, “Amen, Father, let
Jesus come”? We must not quote exceptional situations
and build up a doctrine on them. Rather we should learn
from straightforward teaching and confirmed testimonies.

These are awful days of imitation. I call upon preachers
and evangelists to correct their public prayer pattern.
Otherwise people will be misled. Instead of directing people
to the Father like Christ, we will be unconsciously keeping
them ignorant of the Father. Pastors also have a solemn
responsibility to restore this truth in their congregational
life. The church has its existence “in God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ” and not just in Christ (1 Thess
1:1; 2 Thess 1:1). All religious activities are to be approved
by the Father (Js 1:27).

3. Worship

One of the favorite texts used often in charismatic
worship meetings is Philippians 2:10,11, “At the Name of
Jesus every knee should bow... and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” Undoubtedly
this is a very appropriate text for worship. But we tend to
lose sight of its closing words: “TO THE GLORY OF GOD
THE FATHER.” The meaning is, all worship must ultimately
be to the Father. We are to worship the Father “by” the
Spirit of God and rejoice “in” Christ Jesus (Phil 3:3). “We
give thanks TO the God and FATHER of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Col 1:3) "We bless our God and FATHER” (Js 3:9).
In fact, Christ also joins us in praising the Father! He
tells His Father, “I will declare Your Name to My brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will praise You” (Psa
22:22; Heb 2:11-13). He told the Samaritan woman how
His FATHER was seeking for true worshippers to worship
Him (Jn 4:21-23).
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When we get to Heaven, the mediatory work of Christ
will no more be necessary. We will be ushered into the
literal presence of God and we shall see Him in all His
glory and majesty (Rev 22:4). Christ’s Name and the Name
of His Father will be written on our foreheads (Rev 14:1;
22:3,4). There we find worship being addressed to the
Father as well as to the Son, depending upon the subject
of praise. See Rev 4:8,11; 5:9,10,12,13; 7:9-12; 11:16-
18; 15:3,4; 16:5,6; 19:1-6. There is however no reference
to the worship of the Holy Spirit.

The Father is not the Son. And the Son is not the Father.
But the Father dwells in the Son, and the Son dwells in
the Father (Jn 14:11). However, in the same passage Jesus
ascribes all authority and glory to the Father (vv 10,13).
In the same way, even though the Holy Spirit like Jesus is
fully God, He does not attract worship towards Himself
but directs it to the Father. When He came on people, He
prompted them to magnify “God” for His wonderful works
(Acts 2:4,11;10:44,46). The Holy Spirit glorifies Christ;
and Christ glorifies the Father (Jn 16:14;17:4). This
understanding will revolutionize our worship practices and
add new dimensions to it. I counsel the composers of
worship songs to bear this truth in mind and check the
doctrinal correctness of their choruses and songs with
reliable Bible teachers before releasing them. Otherwise
irreparable damage may be caused to the doctrinal
understanding of Christians in a day when songs become
popular for their tune rather than the truth.

4. Ministry

We are saved to save others. God desires that each of
us be active in bringing the lost to Him. After narrating
the parable of the lost sheep, Jesus said, “Even so it is
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not the will of your FATHER who is in heaven that one of
these little ones should perish” (Mt 18:14;1 Tim 2:3-5).
Jesus explained Christian fruitfulness with the illustration
of grapevine. He is the true Vine, but do we remember
that His FATHER is the Vinedresser or the Gardener? (Jn
15:1). We often say that fruitfulness is a necessary mark
of the disciples of Christ. But do we realize that the purpose
of fruitfulness is to glorify the FATHER? (v 8). The purpose
of all good works is to glorify the FATHER in heaven (Mt
5:16).

Jesus compared soulwinning and evangelism to
harvest. He said that the FATHER is the Lord of the harvest
and we are to pray to Him to send out labourers into “His”
harvest (Mt 9:37,38). In Isaiah’s vision the call was given
by the FATHER on behalf of the Three Persons of the
Godhead: Whom shall “I” send, and who will go for “Us?”
(Isa 6: 1,8). Understanding the burden and passion of the
father heart of God is the greatest motivating factor in
evangelism and missions (Lk 15:20). Any other is
secondary.

Concerning the ministry of the Kingdom the Father had
taught His Son to pray to Him for the salvation of nations:
“Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your
inheritance” (Psa 2:8). The Father has instructed the Son
to sit at His right hand till He would make His enemies
His footstool (Psa 110:1; Heb 1:13). The fight between the
Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of darkness is getting
fiercer and fiercer. Every progress in missionary work is
capturing of another territory of the enemy.

The heavenly authority of the FATHER must be
constantly kept in mind in all our evangelistic endeavours
(Rev 2:26-28). We must not be shortsighted and be simply
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rejoicing over effects like healing and demon-casting. The
more permanent reality is that our names are registered
in heaven with the Father who is the “Lord of heaven and
earth” (Lk 10:17-22; Rev 3:5). Though we are a little flock,
it is our FATHER’S good pleasure to give us the Kingdom
(Lk 12:32). We must pull ourselves out of fear complex
and testify boldly because not one sparrow dies without
the permission of our FATHER (Mt 10:27-29).

Those in pastoral ministries also must not forget the
relationship of the Father with the sheep. Jesus said that
He is the true Shepherd. He also added that it was the
FATHER who gave Him the sheep (Jn 10:14,29). The
Corinthian believers were rallying around their favorite
preachers and fell into deadly groupism. To solve this
problem apostle Paul gave a revealing teaching. Addressing
those Christians he said, “All ministers are yours; and
you are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” (1 Cor 3:4,21-23).
In other words, pastors must realize that the sheep don’t
belong to them, but they belong to the sheep; the sheep
belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to the Father! The
Church of God is fractured into fragments bringing
dishonour to the Name of God among pagans. How
important it is to realize at this hour that we have “one
God and FATHER of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in us all!” (Eph 4:6). Nothing else will help to keep the
unity (v3).

5. Suffering

More than any other time the truth of the Fatherhood
of God is appreciated when we pass through periods of
suffering. The Father God has one Son without sin but
none without scars! “For what son is there whom a father
does not chasten?” (Heb 12:7). In this chapter on
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chastisement God is called the “FATHER of spirits” (v9).

That means, He knows everything about everyone. “He

knows our frame and He remembers that we are dust. As

a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who

fear Him... He will not always chide us” (Psa 103:14,13,9).

As God takes us through trials and tribulations, let’s stay

submitted under Him with the confidence that He is the

“FATHER of mercies” (2 Cor 1:3).

It is when we recognize God the Father’s hand on us

behind the trials of life that we can be assured of His

“good purpose” according to which all things work together

(Rom 8:28). The good purpose of the Father is that all His

sons and daughters must become “conformed to the image

of His only begotten Son” (v 29). Here lies the answer to

all the puzzles of life (Job 12:9,10;  9:24c). As children of

the Father God and joint-heirs with Christ His Son in the
Father’s house, if we share in Christ’s suffering today we

shall also share in His glory tomorrow (Rom 8:16-18). The

Lord Jesus cheers us up today saying, “Let not your heart

be troubled!” He states the reason why: “In My FATHER’S

house are many mansions... I go to prepare a place for

you...” (Jn 14:1-3). Reservation of rooms in the Father’s

mansions!

“In this you greatly rejoice, though now  for a little while

you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials...

Since you call on the FATHER... live your lives as strangers

here in reverent fear” (1 Pet 1:6,17). The Son of God

understands and symphathises with our weaknesses and

pleads for us before His Father at the Throne (Heb 2:17,18;

4:14-16). Let’s therefore sink into the Father’s bosom with

all our burdens.
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The Final Scene

When the mother of Zebedee’s sons requested Jesus to
allot the left and right seats in His Kingdom to her two
sons, He answered, “To sit on My right hand or on My left
is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared
by My FATHER” (Mt 20:23b). When the disciples enquired
Jesus just before His ascension concerning the time of
restoration of the Kingdom to Israel, He replied, “It is not
for you to know times or seasons which the FATHER has
put in His own authority” (Acts 1:7). Similarly when the
disciples asked Jesus in an earlier instance about the
time of the end, He listed several signs but ended His
answer saying, “But of that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
FATHER” (Mk 13:32), because it is the Father who would
“send” His Son again (Acts 3:20).

Along these very words of Jesus, let’s finally look at the
truth revealed to Apostle  Paul: “Then comes the end, when
Jesus delivers the Kingdom to God the FATHER, when He
puts an end to all rule and all authority and power ...Now
when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son
Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under
Him, that GOD MAY BE ALL IN ALL!” (1 Cor 15:24-28).

Now dear reader, answer this age-old  question: “If then
I am the FATHER, where is My honour?” (Mal 1:6).
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9
How to Discern the Spirits

The Church history has witnessed many “strange fires”
during periods of revival. The early apostles had wanted the
Church at every age to be forewarned against these fires. To
be forewarned is to be forearmed. For this reason they
warned the people of God against “another Jesus” and “a
different gospel” and “a different spirit” (2 Cor 11:4).
Apostle John mixed no words when he served such a
warning. He wrote to the Church, “Beloved, do not believe,
every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God;
because many false prophets have gone out into the world”
(1 Jn 4:1).

It appears that false prophets and false teachers
outnumber the true ministers of God. “MANY false
prophets have gone out into the world” (1 Jn 4:1). “Beware
of false prophets ... MANY will say to Me in that day, Lord,
Lord...” (Mt 7:15,22). “MANY will come in My Name...and
will deceive MANY” (Mt 24:5). “We are not, as so MANY,
peddling the word of God” (2 Cor 2:17). “MANY walk, of
whom I have told you often,...they are the enemies of the
cross of Christ” (Phil 3:18). “It is the last hour; ...even now
MANY antichrists have come” (1 Jn 2:18). Yes, the enemy
usually comes in “like a flood” (Isa 59:19). Jesus spoke
about “rain,” “floods” and “winds” in the context of false
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ministries (Mt 7:15,25). Paul spoke of “winds” of doctrine
and tossing “waves” (Eph 4:14).

These figures indicate the sweeping nature of false
doctrines. Of course the Holy Spirit is also compared to
rain, wind and water. But Satan counterfeits them to give
an impression that it is the moving of the Holy Spirit.

We must be careful about what we mean when we use
the words “last days” and “endtime.” The last days or the
endtime did not begin with 2001 or 2011. The last days
were inaugurated by the coming of Jesus and the descent
of the Holy Spirit (Heb 1:1,2; Acts 2:16,17). In fact, apostle
John called even the first century as the “last hour!” (1
Jn 2:18).

The different spirits can operate through any of the
ministers of the New Testament Church (Eph 4:11). We
read about false apostles (2 Cor 11:13), false prophets (Mt
7:15), false evangelists (who preach another gospel / Gal
1:6-8), false shepherds (Jn 10:12) and false teachers (2 Pet
2:1). As we come to the end of the endtime, the  deceiving
spirits will be hyperactive. This was “explicitly” predicted
by the Holy Spirit (1 Tim 4:1). The effect on careless
believers will be a “departure from the faith.” The Greek
word suggests a slow and an unintentional going away
from the faith. It will not be a total and sudden rejection of
the faith but a drifting away in stages. For the apostles the
issue was so serious that one of them named Jude
suddenly changed the very subject of his letter. He actually
had wanted to write a nice comforting letter on salvation.
But realising the dangers the people of God were facing
from the false ministers, he declared war (“contend”) on all
that was strange and unknown to the original (“once for
all”) revelation made to the saints (Jude 3). Read his entire
Epistle.
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All the apostles were vehemently against the ministers

operating with different spirits. Note Paul’s language as he

referred to these ministers: “Deceitful workers” (2 Cor

11:13), “troublemakers” (Gal 1:7), “false brothers” (2:4),

“witches” (3:1), “dogs, evil workers” (Phil 3:2), “enemies of

the cross” (3:18), “deceivers, cheats” (Col 2:4,8), “frauds”

(2:18), “liars” (1 Tim 4:2), “proud men” (6:4), “corrupt men”

(6:5), “vain babblers” (2 Tim 2:16), “cankers” (2:17),

“captives of the devil” (2:26), “imposters and evil men”

(3:13), “idle talkers” (Tit 1:10), “subverters (1:11), “divisive

men, heretics” (3:10). Paul’s very first instruction to his

secondliner Timothy was, “Charge them not to teach any

other doctrine” (1 Tim 1:3).

Many strange phenomena and experiences are reported

these days all over the Church. There are preachers who

say that this is “the” revival they had been praying for many

years. People fall on the floor. They laugh uncontrollably.

Some vomit. Some roar. Others crawl. These and many

other things happen in meetings where folks claim to

experience revival. Believers are terribly confused. Is it

possible to discern which is from God and which is not?

As an ardent believer in the gifts of the Spirit, I would say

that the most important gift needed for the Body of Christ

today is the “discernment of spirits.” In the classic list of

charismatic gifts, “discernment of spirits” is interestingly

mentioned immediately after the gift of “prophesying” (1
Cor 12:10). Though, as with any other gift of the Spirit, the

gift of discernment as such is given only to “some,” every

believer must grow in the art of discernment (Heb 5:14).

God has given us atleast four means by which we can

discern the true and the false—
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1. Discernment thro’ the Scriptures

The Day of Pentecost on which the Holy Spirit
descended was an unusual happening in the Jewish
history. The onlookers of the upper room event were quite
confused. Concerning the strange things they witnessed,
they started asking questions like, “How is it?... Whatever
could this mean?” (Acts 2:8,12). Apostle Peter was able to
instantly defend the new experience of the disciples with
the words, “This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel”
(v16). The written Scripture was the final authority that
gave full endorsement to what was “seen and heard” that
day.

Not only in this incident, but throughout their life and
ministry the apostles referred to “WHAT IS WRITTEN” and
checked their preaching and practices against it. Here are a
few examples—

“According to what is WRITTEN... we also believe and
therefore speak” (2 Cor 4:13).

“As it is WRITTEN, He who glories, let him glory in the
Lord” (1 Cor 1:31).

“Do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to
wrath; for it is WRITTEN, Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,
says the Lord” (Rom 12:19; 14:10,11; 15:2,3).

See what the apostles desired of the believers to learn
from them: “You may learn in us NOT to think BEYOND
WHAT IS WRITTEN” (1 Cor 4:6).

Where did the apostles learn this all important
principle? Obviously from Christ their Lord who operated
well within the limits of “IT IS WRITTEN” even though His
Father had given Him the Spirit without measure! It is
ridiculous for anyone to think today that he has an
anointing of the Spirit which can go beyond the writing of
the Scriptures.
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Referring to a false practice of consulting mediums, the

prophet declared, “To the Law and to the Testimony!” (Isa

8:19,20). This means that we must always turn to the

“teaching” and the corresponding “testimonies” in the

Scriptures. If we do not speak “according to this word,” we

will have “no light” in us. Most of the happenings  of the

current revival, so-called, cannot pass this test.

Beloved, beware of extra-Biblical revelations and

experiences! Some preachers quote John 20:30 to justify

their so-called power manifestations. They try to shelter

under the words— “Jesus did many other signs which are

not written in this book.” But these defenders of novelties
fail to look at what John says in the very next verse: “But

these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life

in His Name” (v 31). In other words, nothing more than

what is written is necessary for our life in Christ. Whatever

is written is enough! One of the very important rules of

Biblical interpretation is, Do not argue from silence! Stop

where the Bible stops. “Do not remove the ancient

landmark” (Prov 22:28).

Many books known as “apocrypha” (meaning, hidden)

were produced between 200 B.C and A.D.100. These books

were not accepted as Scripture by anyone. But in reaction

to the Protestant Reformers, in order to support their

practices of praying for the dead, receiving forgiveness by

good deeds, etc., the Roman Catholics added the

apocryphal books to the Bible in 1546. So they have 46

books instead of 39 in the Old Testament. But the NT never
quotes from apocrypha which the R.C.Church later

adopted!
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I am a Protestant head to foot. I stand not only for the
supremacy of the Scriptures but also its sufficiency. I call
upon Christians not to go after the so-called “new” thing.
The written blessings of the New Covenant are abundant.
Be satisfied with them. The living water received from
Jesus stays in us as “a fountain of water springing up into
everlasting life,” so we need not go after new attractions (Jn
4:14). This is where Eve failed. There was so much in the
garden to satisfy her. But she crossed the boundary to try
the forbidden fruit because it was “good for food” —
sensational experiences to satisfy the flesh with thrills;
“pleasant to eyes” — spectacular things to excite one’s
feelings; “make one wise” — newer revelations.

The carnal man is always interested in novelties. But
Jesus is the same! “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and forever. (Therefore) Do not be carried about with
various and strange doctrines” (Heb 13:8,9a).

Beloved, check against the Scriptures, whatever you
read or hear or see, like the Bereans. They did not swallow
immediately whatever Paul preached (Acts 17:11). In
matters of learning doctrine, a dose of doubt is always
healthy! We are not obliged to accept any teaching or
revelation or experience which is not explicitly taught in the
Scriptures with testimonies.

2. Discernment thro’ the Holy Spirit

The Lord Jesus introduced the Holy Spirit as our Helper
and Guide. As the “Spirit of Truth,” He will guide us into all
truth (Jn 16:13).

The Holy Spirit indwells every believer and He infills the
thirsty. There will be an uncomfortable feeling within when
the teaching we hear or the manifestation we see is not
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from God. This was stated so clearly by apostle John:
“These things I have written to you concerning those who
try to deceive you. But the anointing which you have
received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that
anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you
concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just
as it has taught you, you will abide in Him” (1 Jn 2:26,27).
This passage does not refer to the teaching ministry God
has placed in the Church for the growth of His children.
Rather, this specifically refers to the false teachers “who try
to deceive you.”

It is the Holy Spirit who has prophetically warned us
against “deceiving spirits” and “doctrines of demons” (1 Tim
4:1). When some sensible believer tries to discern a strange
phenomenon or a manifestation observed in a Christian
gathering, he is instantly accused that he is grieving the
Holy Spirit! He is threatened of the unpardonable sin! This
is what gives immeasurable advantage to Lucifer. It is not
the hesitation to accept spurious manifestations that
grieves the Holy Spirit, rather the embracing of
questionable things — because He is the Spirit of “truth.”

Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 points out three
actions which will quench the Spirit. (1) Outrightly
condemning all prophetic utterances; (2) Failure to verify
(test, check) all things whether they are good or false; (3)
Enbracing questionable things. Paul had a fear that the
Greek paganism had some infiltration in the church life of
the Thessalonians (3:5). The promoters of the current
revival movements usually point out the first action listed
above to silence analytical thinkers. I believe that the
actions two and three are far more weighty in grieving the
gentle Dove of God. Passive acceptance of spiritually
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sounding phenomena without a positive analysis prompted
by the indwelling Spirit will ultimately “quench” Him. Once
the Holy Spirit is quenched, all other spirits will be
quickened to have a sway. How serious!

The Holy Spirit cannot silently be watching us flirting
with the other spirits. His jealousy will be stirred! Love is
blind. When we fall in love at the first sight with any of the
questionable experiences, it becomes almost impossible for
us to receive corrective teaching. That’s why it’s important
to test “all” things and avoid even that which “appears”
unhealthy.

3. Discernment with the help of saints and shepherds

No Christian is complete in himself. No congregation is
complete in itself. We need one another. When we become
sick, the entire body fights against the germs. In the same
way we need the help of the local body of Christ and His
universal body in withstanding the “winds and waves” of
the evil one. The various ministers are gifted to the Church
by the resurrected Lord for the edifying of the body of Christ
“that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and
carried about with every wind of doctrine” (Eph 4:11-16).
Leaders with the gifts of “wisdom, knowledge and
discernment” must be called for to assist us in
discernment.

We come across a classic example of this exercise in the
Jerusalem Council which was convened to discuss the
circumcision issue for the gentile believers (Acts 15).
Apostle Peter “reported” that he witnessed God pouring out
His Holy Spirit on the gentiles also without any distinction
(vv 6-9). This phenomenon was then “interpreted” by
apostle James on the basis of what was “written” (vv 13-
17). This then brought about an agreement on the matter
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(vv 22,28). The result was “joy”, “encouragement” and
“strengthening” for the believers (vv 30-32).

Consulting the elders and leaders also means studying
the Church history. A diligent study reveals that many of
the so-called “new” things which sprang up in Church
history down through the ages have got finally crystallized
as “cults.” To counteract God’s activities in times of revival,
Satan and his spirits become overactive. This is the
testimony borne by great revivalists of the past. Jonathan
Edwards, the Puritan preacher of the Great Awakening of
the 17th century, and Evan Roberts of the Welsh Revival of
1904 concluded that there was always a “mixture” of the
genuine and the counterfeits. So they wrote to warn people
about exceeding Scriptural boundaries and bringing in
“strange fires.”

Mixture is the most dangerous thing. Someone said, “A
half truth always does far more damage than a bald-faced
lie!” Irenaeus the great 2nd century defender of faith
observed, “Error is packaged in outward adornment so
appealing that it appears more true than truth itself!”

There are others who defend the questionable
experiences of today saying, “See the fruits!” But “fruits” do
not just mean lifestyle or life change. What do we say of
Mahatma Gandhi who, though a Hindu, had a lifestyle far
superior to many Christians and who blessed the masses?
The Gospel is so powerful that even if you adulterate it,
there will be some good results. Let this not misguide us. I
am of the opinion that hardly ten percent of what is
preached these days is pure gospel. Then how do we
explain the healings, the miracles and the blessings people
receive? The answer is simple. God loves the people so
much that He uses our ministries not “because of” our
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wonderful performance but “in spite of” our blunders.
Jesus bypassed the diplomacy of the disciples saying, “I
have compassion on the multitude” (Mt 14:15,16; 15:32).

So much can be said and done in the Name of Jesus
with absolutely no relevance to His will. Though difficult to
imagine, on the day of judgment MANY prophets, miracle-
workers and devil-drivers will be refused entry into Heaven
by the Lord who would say, “I never knew you!” (Mt
7:22,23). How come? These men had been guilty of not
doing the “will” of God though they claimed to have done
the “work” of God (v 21). They might have been declaring
that they were building God’s Kingdom, but they didn’t
realise that any work not done according to the “words of
Jesus” was on sinking sand (v26).

Simple believers will be easily duped by “ravenous
wolves in sheep’s clothing” (Mt 7:15). Shepherds and
teachers with experience, maturity  and wisdom alone can
protect the sheep. They must be bold in exposing the false.
They should not be tightlipped by the fear of earning the
fury of star preachers or losing a few affluent people
(Acts 20:17, 29-31). Oh, for more ministers of wisdom,
knowledge, discernment and courage who would unmask
“false apostles” who appear as “ministers of righteous-
ness!” (2 Cor 11:13-15).

4. Discernment through common sense

More often than we think, common sense is a surer
safeguard than many others. Someone wisely said, “When
common sense makes sense, don’t look for any other
sense!”

Sometimes we are told, “Don’t rationalize. Don’t try to
understand these things through human intellect. These
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are supernatural things,” and so on. But this argument is
absurd. Because, God has given us a spirit of “sound mind”
(2 Tim 1:7). In Christian dedication we are not called to
“remove” our mind but to “renew” it (Rom 12:1,2). Mature
believers are defined as those “who by reason of practice
have their SENSES exercised to discern both good and evil”
(Heb 5:14).

Paul rebuked the Galatian believers as “foolish”
Galatians, because they embraced another gospel and
were “bewitched” (Gal 3:1a). They began in the Spirit but
started going after fleshly excitements (v3). The deceived
are supposed to “come to their SENSES and escape the
snare of the devil” (2 Tim 2:26). Peter’s description of the
false teachers in 2 Peter 2 is the strongest and lengthiest
picture of them in the entire New Testament. In the
previous chapter and the next he was “stirring up the
MINDS” of the believers (1:13; 3:1). Therefore letting the
mind into a state of neutrality is not spirituality but
stupidity!

I watched a video cassette of an overseas Gospel meeting
where the camera was focussing on people who started
vomitting when the preacher was praying for them. What
an obnoxious scene in places of worship! (Isa 28:8). Is it
right to compare this “vomitting” to “foaming” by epileptics?
(Mt 17:14-18; Mk 9:14-27). Are we without “understand-
ing” (Mt 15:16,17)? Does not “nature” itself teach us (1
Cor 11:14)?

In some of the so-called revival meetings, people
reportedly are roaring. It is justified as the voice of the Lion
of Judah! The latest is barking. There are books which
expound these as the “animal sounds of the Holy Spirit!”
Christians, where are we heading? Now there is crawling
and hissing. What next?
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Friends, these so-called new move and new revelations
won’t satisfy or edify your inner man. They are “wells
without water” — deep but dry; “clouds without rain” —
dense but no downpour (2 Pet 2:17). Return to the “old”
paths; you will find rest to your souls! (Jer 6:16).

Conclusion

Having said all these, it must be remembered that we
are called only to “discern” and not to “judge.” Judgment is
God’s job. We are concerned only with discernment. Our
knowledge is imperfect. If any manifestation or experience
does not pass the tests outlined in this article, simply
ignore it. Don’t closely associate with preachers and people
who directly or indirectly encourage or emphasize such
activities. The Pauline instruction in 1 Thessalonians
5:21,22 is conclusive—

ANALYSE all things;
ACCEPT good things;
AVOID questionable things.
AMEN!
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10
Jesus: Alpha & Omega

Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and Omega!” Alpha and
Omega are the first and the last letters of the Greek
alphabet. This must have been translated into English as,
“I am A and Z!” That is, Jesus is the beginning and the end
of everything.

The Book of Open Heavens, even the Book of Hebrews, is
indited with Jesus Christ as its heart. The keyword of this
book, “better,” occurs atleast 12 times. The superceding
glory of the New  Testament in comparison with the Old is
skillfully brought out. The OT can be called the Alpha Book
of the Bible and the NT the Omega Book. The theme, “Alpha
& Omega,” unfolds ten times in the Book of Hebrews, and
each presents a specific aspect of the Person of Christ. Two
main ideas run throughout the Epistle—

(a) “Consider Him” (3:1; 12:3)
(b) “I exhort you” (13:22)

In other words, every exaltation of Christ is succeeded by
an exhortation to His people. The following study is
constructed in this pattern.

1. Alpha-Omega Prophet

Heb 1:1,2, “God, who at sundry times and divers
manners spoke in times past (alpha) to the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days (omega) spoken to us by
His Son.”
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Christ is seen here as the Omega of God’s voice to man.
From the beginning we see God as the One who speaks.
The first page of the Bible repeatedly records, “And God
SAID.” Apostle John writes, “In the beginning was the
Word....and the Word was God.” The “Word” in parts as
“words” was revealed through the prophets, but now in full
as “the Word” through Christ the Prophet. A prophet is
God’s spokesman and mouthpiece.

Christ’s prophetic ministry was prophesied in Deute-
ronomy 18:15 by Moses: “The Lord your God will raise up
to you a prophet from the midst of you, of your brothers,
like me.” What is the ministry of this Prophet to us?

(a)  Jesus brings us into the Family of God. Heb 2:11-
13, “Both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified
are all of One: for which cause He is not ashamed to call
them brothers, saying, I will declare Your Name to My
brothers, in the midst of the Church I will sing praise to
You. And again, I will put My trust in Him. And again,
Behold I and the children whom God has given Me.” Once
a pastor got annoyed with me when I called him, Brother!
But our Prophet, from Above, is not ashamed to identify
Himself with us. Look at the following passages which
underline this point. Dt 18:18, “I will raise them up a
Prophet from among their brothers, like you.” Acts 3:22,
“Moses truly said to the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord
your God raise up to you from your brothers, like me.” Acts
7:37, Stephen said, “This is that Moses, who said to the
children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise
up to you of your brothers, like me.” We read of Moses
“choosing to suffer affliction with the people of God” (Heb
11:25). Because this Prophet, even Christ, is the Alpha as
the Word from the beginning, and is the Omega, as God’s
final Voice to man, His children shall abide forever. Psalm
102:25-28, “Of old You have laid the foundation of the
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earth; and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They
shall perish, but You shall endure; yes, all of them shall
wax old like a garment; as a vesture You shall change
them, and they shall be changed; but You are the same,
and Your years shall have no end. The children of Your
servants shall continue, and their seed shall be established
before You (as Your family members!)”

(b) Secondly, as a Prophet, Jesus delivers us from fear.
Heb 2:14,15, “Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise  took
part of the same; that through death He might destroy him
who had power of death, that is the devil; and deliver them
who through FEAR of death were all their lifetime subject
to bondage.” This is exactly what Moses, the type of this
Prophet, said: Ex 14:13,14, “Moses said to the people,
FEAR NOT, stand still, and  see the salvation of the Lord,
which He will show you today: for the Egyptians whom you
have seen today, you shall see them again no more for
ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and you shall hold your
peace.” What parallel “all their lifetime” of Heb 2:15 and “no
more for ever” of Ex 14:13 draw! Glory!

(c) Thirdly, as a Prophet, Jesus sends forth angels from
God’s right hand. Heb 1:14, “Are they (the angels) not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to those who shall
be heirs of salvation?” Again, equating it to the experience
of the people of God under the ministry of prophet Moses,
Ex 14:19, “And the angel of God, who went before the camp
of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of the
cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them.”
Beloved, angels come to you to minister to you and not to
be ministered unto. Don’t hang the picture of an angel on
your wall to adore and admire! They have come down to
serve you. How thrilling to visualise with our eyes of faith
the angelic host of God encompassing us always!
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(d) Finally, Jesus sympathetically helps in our temp-
tations. Heb 2:18, “For in that He Himself has suffered
being tempted, He is able to help those who are tempted.”
This solacing ministry of Christ the Prophet is seen clearly
in John 8:10-11, 24-25. “When Jesus saw none but the
woman (taken in adultery), He said to her, Woman, where
are your accusers? Has no man condemned you? She said,
No man, Lord. And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn
you; go and sin no more.” “Then they said to him, Who are
You? And Jesus said to them, Even the same that I said to
you from the beginning.” The  devil is a “murderer from
the beginning,” but the Lord is the maker, moulder and
mender from the beginning! He unveils Himself to the
people who refer to Moses (see verse 5) as the prophet of
consolation and not of condemnation. When the Holy Spirit
is moving all over the world and the Church today, and the
spirit of prophecy is at work, we should learn to be
Scriptural. But how sad to note most modern prophecies
simply threaten, terrorize and condemn people! But the
Biblical statement contradicts it: “There is therefore now no
condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom
8:1). The sinless Prophet declared to the adulterous
woman, “Neither do I condemn you.” Jesus as the Prophet
of prophets speaks to us “to edification, exhortation and
comfort” (1 Cor 14:3).

2. Alpha-Omega Apostle

Heb 3:6,14, “Christ as a Son over His own house; whose
house we are, if we hold fast the confidence  and the
rejoicing of the hope firm to the end (omega)... For we are
made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning (alpha)
of our confidence steadfast till the end (omega).”

The alpha-omega concept here fingerpoints to our
confidence, because, He is the  FAITHFUL APOSTLE! 3:1-2,
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“Therefore, holy brothers, partakers of the heavenly calling,
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession,
Christ Jesus; who was faithful to Him who appointed Him,
as also Moses was faithful in all His house.”

How to hold fast the confidence?

(a) By faithful obedience: Dissect verses 2,5,8 of chapter
3 and tease out the words, “appointed,” “servant,” “harden
not,” etc. These refer to obedience.

(b) By God-pleasing faith: Note the verses 12,18,19 of
the same chapter: “evil heart of unbelief,” “believed not,”
“unbelief.” Chapter 11 is a classic on God-pleasing faith.

Interestingly, “faith” and “obedience” are the two pillars
on which apostleship is built. The following references
attest to it. Rom 1:5, “By whom we have received  grace and
apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations,
for His Name.” Rom 16:25,26, “Now to Him who is of power
to establish you according to my (apostolic) Gospel,... But
now is made manifest, and by the Scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the
everlasting God, made known to all nations for the
obedience of faith.” 1 Tim 2:7, “... for which I am ordained
a preacher, and an apostle, a  teacher of the Gentiles in
faith and verity.”

Ecclesiastes exhorts us in 12:13 to “hear the conclusion
(omega) of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His
commandments.” Fear here speaks of the reverence
resulting from faith and knowledge, and therefore the
“omega” of the whole matter is faith and obedience. The
conclusion of the whole “matter” can also be interpreted as
the conclusion of the whole “Word,” because the preacher
refers to “study” just in the previous verse, verse 12, which
in turn leads us to Rom 10:4, “Christ is the end (omega) of
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the Law.” And so we establish that Christ as the APOSTLE
is the Alpha-Omega of our CONFIDENCE!

Trust and obey,
For there’s no other way,
To be happy in Jesus,
But to trust and obey.

3. Alpha-Omega Rest-giver

Heb 4:3,6,8, “We who have believed do enter rest, as He
said, As I have sworn in My wrath, they shall not enter My
rest: although the works were finished (omega) from the
foundation (alpha) of the world.” “Seeing therefore it
remains that some must enter therein, and those to whom
it was first preached did not enter because of unbelief.” “If
Jesus (Joshua) had given them rest, then He would not
afterward have spoken of another day.”

In these verses we are introduced to the alpha-omega
aspect of REST. And Jesus is our JOSHUA to take us into
the Rest. Joshua and Jesus are synonymous names, the
former is Hebrew and the latter Greek, both meaning,
Jehovah our Saviour. While in the KJV verse 8 reads as
Jesus, it refers to Joshua in the marginal reading.

What could the author mean by exhorting us in verse 11
to “labour” to enter into the Rest? The answer follows
beginning with “For.” “For the Word of God is quick,  and
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.” What is the opposite of rest? War! In
this verse, we read of a war between (i) soul and spirit, (ii)
joints and marrow, and (iii) thoughts and intents—all
within us—spiritual, physical and intellectual. Because of
this triple war inside, we have no rest.
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The main conflict is between the soul and spirit. In other
words, the war is between the first Adam and the Second.
Turn to 1 Cor 15:45-47 for an explanation: “The first
(alpha) Adam was made a living soul; the last (omega)
Adam was made a quickening spirit. However that was not
first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and
afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the
earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from Heaven.”
War between the soul and spirit, between the natural and
spiritual, between the earthly and the heavenly — tripartite
as in the Book of Hebrews.

The building of the Temple is a striking illustration here.
1 Chr 22:7-9, “David said to Solomon, My son, as for me, it
was in my mind to build a house for the Name of the Lord
my God. But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, You
have shed blood abundantly, and have made great wars;
you shall not build a house for My Name, because you have
shed much blood on the earth in my sight. Behold, a son
shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will
give him rest from all his enemies round about; for his
name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quietness
to Israel in his days.” Solomon means peace and rest. Only
a man of rest can build a house for God to rest!

The strange thing about this war is that the opponents
digladiate in their interlocked state! An one-edged sword
cannot sever them! It has to be two-edged—and sharper
than that—at that! The spirit is surrounded by the shell of
soul. The marrow is covered by the thick bone. The intents
are deeper than the thoughts. The job here is to release the
spirit from the soul; to separate the marrow from the bone;
to filter the intent from the thoughts. What but the Word of
God can help?

Just a swift glance will catch the emphasis on the Word
of God in the Book of Joshua. Josh 1:7,8,13, “Only be
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strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do
according to all the law, which Moses My servant
commanded you: turn not from it to the right hand or to the
left, that you may prosper wherever you go. This book of
the law shall not depart from your mouth; but you shall
meditate therein day and night, that you may observe to
do according to all that is written therein: for then you
shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall have
good success... Remember the word which Moses the
servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, the Lord your
God has given you REST, and has given you this land.” How
beautifully the Book of Joshua, with the theme of rest for
God’s people, in the very first chapter, emphasizes the
place of God’s Word in enjoying God’s rest!

Another helpful reference is from the Book of Nehemiah:
8:18, “Also day by day, from the first (alpha) day to the last
(omega) day, he read in the book of the law of God!”
Beloved, may this be your experience too. Occupied with
the Word all the time, from the beginning to the end. Psa
23:2 pictures lying down in “green pastures” and “still
waters.” Green pastures refer to God’s Word. Still waters
speak  of quietness and restfulness. Remember, still waters
are adjacent to green pastures! Follow a plan to read
through entire the Bible in one or two years’ time. (Write for
the Author’s Bible Reading Calendar for Meditation &
Memorization.)

Thus, Christ, as the Eternal Word and Joshua, is the
Alpha-Omega of our REST!

4. Alpha-Omega Teacher

Heb 6:1,2, “Therefore leaving the principles of the
doctrine of Christ, let us go on to perfection (omega); not
laying again the foundation (alpha).” Also 5:12, “For when
for the time you ought to be teachers, you have need that
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one teach you again the first (alpha) principles of the
oracles of God; and are become like those who need milk,
and not of strong meat.”

In this context which begins with the latter portion of
chapter 5, we come across the words, “learning” (5:8),
“teachers” (5:11,12), “oracles, doctrine” (5:12 & 6:1),
“discern” (5:14). Hence we meet Christ here as our
TEACHER.

The teaching ministry of Christ during different phases
of His earthly mission can be traced. We see Him as a
Teacher in His early ministry, for example in His
conversation with Nicodemus. He came to Jesus by night,
and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a Teacher
come from God” (Jn 3:2). A good example from the post-
resurrection period will be His conversation with Mary
Magdalene: “Jesus said to her, Mary. She turned herself,
and said to Him, Rabboni; which means, Teacher” (Jn
20:16). The post-ascension record of Luke points out the
same in Acts 1:1, “The former treatise have I made, O
Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach.”

In Proverbs 8:22-36, we hear the call of Christ the Son of
God to learn from Him, the Teacher and Wisdom from the
beginning: “The Lord (Jehovah) possessed Me (the Son) in
the beginning of His way, before His works of old. I was set
up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth
was... There I was by Him, as one brought up with Him:
and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him...
Now therefore hear Me, O you children; for blessed are
those who keep My ways... Blessed is the man who hears
Me, watching daily at My gates waiting at the posts of My
doors.” Let’s heed this call to watch and wait daily at His
feet for learning and instruction. If you substitute “Christ”
for the word “wisdom” in the Book of Proverbs, it makes a
revealing reading.
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Psa 71:17,18 enthrones the Lord as the Teacher from
the alpha to the omega of one’s life: “O God, You have
taught me from my youth (alpha): and hitherto I have
declared Your wondrous works. Now also when I am old
and greyheaded (omega), O God, forsake me not; until I
have shown Your strength to this generation, and Your
power to every one who is to come.” We can paraphrase this
prayer of the Psalmist like this: “Lord, keep teaching me till
the day I see everyone evangelised!” The end of our life is
not the day of our death but the day when the Gospel is
preached to everyone! Jesus said, “This Gospel of the
Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness to
all nations; and then shall the end come” (Mt 24:14). Our
omega day is the day of completion of world evangelisation!

Looking at Hebrews again, we read in chapter 6 verse 1,
“Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ,
let us go on to perfection; not laying again the foundation
...” It is unfortunate many stop with the foundation. As per
verses 1 and 2, Repentance, Faith, Baptisms, Laying on of
hands (Gifts of the Spirit implied), Resurrection and
Eternal Judgment are all the ABC of the Gospel. The
Church is so backslidden that the ABC of the Gospel is
considered as the “full” Gospel! Salvation, Baptism and
Spirit Anointing are not full Gospel, but the first and
foundational principles. What pathos to have the start as
the goal! God forbid! Let’s look beyond to perfection. That’s
possible only by daily watching and waiting at the feet of
Jesus listening to Him and learning from Him.

5. Alpha-Omega King-Priest

Heb 7:1-3, 15,16, “For this Melchisedec, King of Salem,
priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning
from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; to whom
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also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by
interpretation King of Righteousness, and after that also
King of Salem, which is King of Peace; without father, with-
out mother, without descent, having neither beginning
(alpha) of days, nor end (omega) of life; but made like the
Son of God; abides a priest continually... And it is yet far
more evident: for that in the likeness of Melchisedec there
arises another priest, who is made, not after the law of a
carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.”

Christ is presented here as a KING-cum-PRIEST! Kingly
Priest or Priestly King! Let’s learn His ministries for us
today—

(a) He promises us absolute VICTORY! Melchisedec is
seen here meeting Abraham who was “returning from the
slaughter of the kings!” (7:1). That is total victory. The
hurrays of victory ring from Numbers 24:19,20, “Out of
Jacob shall come He who shall have dominion, and shall
destory him the remains of the city. And when he looked
on Amalek, he took up his parable, and said, Amalek was
the first (alpha) of the nations; but his latter end (omega)
shall be that he perishes for ever.” Amalek was the first of
the nations which warred against Israel. Our King
vanquished the hostile kings from A to Z! Hurray! Because
of his autocratic victory, we can forever enjoy the resultant
perpetual peace and righteousness!

(b) Jesus condescends to receive our OFFERINGS! 7:4,
“Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the
patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.” What an
honour for us that the King of kings and the Eternal Priest
receives offerings from our humble hands! This realisation
is blessing in itself. What else can be more satiating? GOD

willingly receives from MY hand! So let me give “willingly.”
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Psalm 110:3, “Your people shall be willing in the day of
Your power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of
the morning: You have the dew of Your youth.” The reason
for their “willing” offering follows  in the next verse: “The
Lord has sworn, and will not repent, You are a priest for
ever after the order of Melchizedec.” Let’s also give
“rejoicing,” “joyfully.” Jesus said, “Your father Abraham
rejoiced to see My day; and he saw it, and was glad. Then
said the Jews to him, You are not yet fifty years old, and
have you seen Abraham? Jesus said to them, Verily, verily,
I say to you, Before Abraham was, I am” (Jn 8:56-58). What
is the day of Jesus for Abraham, that he rejoiced at? It is
the day he “offered” up his best, his only son Isaac, to God!
(Gen 22:13). He saw Jesus the Lamb of God caught in a
thicket by His horns! Dear friend, Give your best and get
His best! An acumen into the truth of Romans 11:35,36 is
necessary. It is all from Him we receive; through Him we
give; to Him it goes!

(c) As a Priest, Jesus makes INTERCESSION for us. Heb
7:25, “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the
uttermost who come to God by Him, seeing He ever lives to
make intercession for them.” Also 4:15-16, “For we have
not a high priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne
of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need.”

6. Alpha-Omega Mediator

Heb 8:7,13, “If that first (alpha) covenant had been
faultless, then should no place have been sought for the
second (omega)... In that He says, A new covenant, He has
made the first old. Now that which decays and waxes old is
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ready to vanish away.” The alpha-omega concept here is in
the comparison between the first and old covenant and the
second and new.

From the genesis of history to our today our God has
been a covenant-making God. He said, “I will remember
My covenant with you in the days of your youth (alpha),
and I will establish to you an everlasting (omega)
covenant” (Ezek 16:60). No covenant without a mediator,
and we have Christ here as our MEDIATOR. “But now has
He obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also
He is the mediator of a better covenant, which was
established on better promises... And for this cause He is
the mediator of the New Testament...” (Heb 8:6; 9:15).

The dynamisn of the New Testament is defined in choice
words from verses 10 to 12 of chapter 8. It’s worth
memorising. “This is the covenant I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord; I will put
My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts:
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a
people: And they shall not teach every man his neighbour,
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all
shall know Me, from the least to the greatest. For I will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities I will remember no more.” The Old Covenant was
cut on stones but the New engraved on hearts and into the
mind. In the OT the priests mediated to lead the people to
God, but in the New we all are priests and we know the
Lord personally without mediation. The OT is “Thou shalt”
and “Thou shalt not.” But the NT is “I will” and “I will not.”
Note the repeated “I will” in the previous passage. New
Testament Christianity is Christ living out the life from
within us! Our presence in the New Testament era does not
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automatically make us NT Christians. Many live as OT
people in the NT period, holding on to the letter leaving out
the spirit. Cleavage of priests and people is OT. Self-effort
without divine reliance is OT. Then what was the purpose
of the OT? We won’t understand life had there been no
death. Revelation 5:5 is meaningless without Genesis 5:5!
The OT leads us to NT. New Testament means “Christ in
us.” He is “A to Z” or “Alpha to Omega” within us. In Apostle
Paul’s language, “He  who has begun (alpha) a good work in
you will perform (omega) it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Phil 1:6). This is that NOT-I-BUT-CHRIST experience Paul
relates to in Galatians 2:20.

7. Alpha-Omega Lamb

Heb 9:25-28, “Not that He should offer Himself often, as
the high priest enter into the holy place every year with
blood of others; For then He must have often suffered since
the foundation (alpha) of the world: but now once in the
end (omega) of the world has He appeared to put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself. And as it is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the judgment; so Christ was once
offered to bear the sins of many; and to those who look for
Him He shall appear the second time (omega) without sin
for salvation.”

The commencement of the New Testament is the alpha
of the Endtime, and hence the “last days” prophecy of Joel
quoted by Apostle Peter on the Day of Pentecost. With
Pentecost ushered in the Endtime. (See 1 Cor 10:11 also.)
The consummation of the NT period will be the omega of the
Endtime. Christ has appeared first at the alpha of the
endtime, and He will appear the second time at the omega
of the endtime. We meet Christ in this passage as the LAMB
OF GOD. In the Book of Revelation we see Him as a Lamb
“slain from the foundation of the world” (Rev 13:8), casting
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His shadow on the Old Testament history of the beginning
of the foundation of the world. Indeed He is the ALPHA-

OMEGA LAMB for us! The benefits of the sacrifice of the
Lamb of God are enthralling—

(a) He cleanses our conscience. 9:14, “How much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience
from dead works to serve the living God?” Guilty con-
science is the inescapable problem of mankind (10:2), with
no way of escape, because it resides right within us. The
only refuge is the Blood of Christ. Flee into it and you are
free. The Blood consumes away the guilt and cleanses us
thoroughly to a God-acceptable standard! Or else you are
the victim of the devil’s accusation. The saints overcame
the “accuser” of God’s people by “the blood of the Lamb,
and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their
lives unto death” (Rev 12:10,11). The enemy throws his
torchlight to reveal the long-forgotten sins dumped into the
dark chambers of the subconscious mind. But take note,
they are labelled “forgiven and forgotten.” It is wrong for you
to confess a confessed sin which is already forgotten by the
Lord by throwing it behind His back into the depths of the
sea. Sin confessed is sin forgiven. Sin forgiven is sin
forgotten. The Church is sadly filled with victims than
victors. It was not just the Blood which got them the victory
in Revelation 12:11. With Blood was their bold testimony.
Having done all, we are “to stand!” (Eph 6:13). This is
interpreted usefully by various translators: “Having
overthrown them all, to stand unshaken” (Conybeare).
“Having fought to the end, still stand on your ground”
(Twentieth Century NT). “Having fought to the end, to
remain victors on the field” (Weymouth). “When it is all
over, to hold your ground” (Good-speed). “After having
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completely finished the contest, to hold your own”
(Williams). “Be found still on your feet, when all the task is
over” (Knox).

(b) Next, the Lamb of God marries us for an eternal bond
and bliss. Rev 19:7,9, “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honour to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and
His bride has made herself ready... And he said to me,
Write, Blessed are those who are called to the marriage
supper of the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true
sayings of God.” Not the marriage of the Redeemer or
Saviour or Lord but the marriage of the Lamb! Genesis
registers the marriage of the first Adam, and Revelation
that of the Second. The Bible is a book of marriages! Marital
success is possible only on Biblical foundations. Any
wonder the first public miracle of the Son of God was
performed in a marriage!

8. Alpha-Omega Judge

Heb 10:32,25, “Call to remembrance the former (alpha)
days, in which, after you were illuminated you endured a
great fight of afflictions... Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another; and so much the more, as you see the day
(omega) approaching.”

Verses 21 to 39 are a warning to the backsliders: “Of
how much worse punishment, do you suppose, shall he be
thought worthy, who has trodden underfoot the Son of
God, and has counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and has insulted the
Spirit of grace?... It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God... If any man draws back, My soul shall have
no pleasure in him. But we are not of those who draw back
to perdition.” Verse 30 cautions, “The Lord will judge His
people.” Here Christ stands as our JUDGE!
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It is the omega of our Christian life that is the apex,
and not the alpha. “Better is the end of a thing than the
beginning thereof ” (Eccl 7:8). Acknowledging Christ as his
Judge, Apostle Paul fought through his course steadily: “I
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous JUDGE, shall
give me at that day!” (2 Tim 4:7,8). Jesus said, “He who
endures to the end shall be saved” (Mt 24:13).

Backsliding is a tragedy. Divine damnation is inevitable
unless there is a genuine repentance. Here’s an example:
“The angels who kept not their first estate, but left their
own habitation, He has reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness to the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6).
Again 2 Peter 2:20, “If after they have escaped the
pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled
therein, and overcome, the latter end (omega) is worse
with them than the beginning (alpha).”

Right in the 10th chapter of Hebrews are three antidotes
for backsliding. Each one begins as, “Let us...”

(a) “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water” (v22).
Miss not you Quiet Time. Take time to be holy. Constantly
yield yourself to the Holy Spirit’s introspection. Delay not
obeying the commandments and counsels of the Lord as
and when you meditate His Word. Maintain your
conscience clear by the cleansing blood. Postpone not
reconciliation and restitution wherever needed. Practise
the presence of God. Be always full of His Spirit. Submit the
organs of your body to the Holy Spirit’s control.
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(b) “Let us hold fast the confession of our faith without
wavering; for He is faithful who promised” (v23). Be active
in witnessing. Be positive by agreeing with God’s Word and
confess the Word only. Never be dejected; your Lord is ever
on the Throne! Lose not heart if God’s promises don’t seem
to be fulfilled instantaneously. “For the vision is yet for an
appointed time, but at the end (omega) it shall speak, and
not lie: though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely
come, it will not tarry” (Hab 2:3).

(c) “Let us consider one another to provoke to love and
to good works” (v24). Mutual encouragement nurtures
fellowship. Beware, brothers, lest there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But
exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb
3:12,13). Manifestation of the Body relationship among the
members for mutual edification is what is emphasized
here. Many assembly meetings and Church Services these
days do not furnish us the fellowship we crave for. Singing
together and swallowing a sermon do not mean fellowship
in the full sense of the word. Until the theory of “one
another” for consideration, exhortation, edification and
ministration fruition, fellowship never results. Scrupulous
scurrying to superb church services does not guarantee
against sliding back, but mutual fellowship does.

Consciousness of Christ as the JUDGE from the alpha to
the omega of our life safeguards us from backsliding.

9. Alpha-Omega Forerunner

Heb 12:2, “Looking to Jesus the Author (alpha) and the
Finisher (omega) of our faith...”

The previous point was a handwriting on the wall but
this one cheers us up. The variorum reading and render-
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ings of this verse enhances our insight into this truth: The
Author and Perfector of the faith. Our faith’s Princely-
leader and Perfector. The Cause and Completer of our
faith. The Leader and Perfector of faith. The Forerunner
and the Finisher of our faith. The Pioneer and the Perfector.
The Guide and the End. Our Leader and the Example. The

Source and the Goal. Jesus on whom faith depends from
start to finish!

Three hurdles to be hopped in the race are enumerated
in this chapter—

(a) First hurdle: “weight and sin” (v1). This is from
“within.”

(b) Second hurdle: This is from “without.” “contradiction
and reproach.” Read verses 2-4. “Jesus for the joy that was
set before Him endured the cross, despising  the shame,

and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider Him who endured such contradiction of sinners
against Himself, lest you be wearied and faint in your
minds.” Also 13:12,13, “Therefore Jesus also, that He
might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered
outside the gate. Let us go forth therefore to Him outside
the camp, bearing His reproach.” We know of baptism with
water following rebirth, and the baptism with the Holy
Spirit. Are we familiar with the “baptism of suffering?”
Jesus said, “I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how
am I straitened till it be accomplished (omega-ed)!” (Lk
12:50). Water baptism is immersion into the water that

surrounds us. Spirit Baptism is the Lord Jesus Christ
dipping us into the River of the Spirit. Same with the
Baptism of Suffering. Stand still till all be over! Whether to
accept or reject the baptism of suffering is in our hands.
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Accepting is glory. Otherwise our end is our belly! Apostle
Paul mourned, “For many walk, of whom I have told you
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the
enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end (omega) is
destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is
their shame, who mind earthly things.” On the other hand,
those who carry the Cross will have their vile body changed
“that it may be fashioned like His glorious body, according
to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things
to Himself ” (Phil 3:18-21). Choose between “belly” and
“glory;” “destruction” and “dominion.”

(c) Third hurdle: “Chastisement.” This is from “above.”
Read verses 5 to 11. “You have forgotten the exhortation
which speaks to you as to children: My son, despise not the
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are rebuked by
Him: for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges
every son whom He receives.” The more you love God and
the nearer you draw unto Him, greater will be His
chastisement! Because, He is interested in our holiness
that we may become like Him. Perfection and purification
are often through suffering. (See Heb 2:10 and Psa 119:71).
God desires that we partake of “HIS holiness.” The purpose
is glorious but “now no chastisement for the present
(alpha) seems to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless
afterward (omega) it yields the peaceable fruit of
righteousness to those who are exercised thereby.” The
alpha of chastisement will be grievous but the omega of it
will be glorious.

The captivity of Israel typifies divine chastisement. God
did not drive them to Babylon to dump them there but to
draw them back. It was a pretty long sojourn of 70 years.
Jeremiah the weeping prophet exposes God’s mind in the
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entire ordeal with all human emotions: Jer 29:10,11, “For
thus says the Lord, that after seventy years be
accomplished in Babylon I will visit you, and perform My
good word towards you, in causing you to return to this
place. For I know the thoughts that I think towards you,
says the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you
an expected end (omega).” Also 31:16-20, “Thus says the
Lord: Refrain your voice from weeping, and your eyes from
tears; for your work shall be rewarded, says the Lord; and
they shall come again from the land of the enemy. And
there is hope in your end (omega), says the Lord, that your
children shall come again to their own border. I have surely
heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus: You have
chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock un-
accustomed to the yoke (compare Heb 12:11); turn to me,
and I shall be turned; for You are the Lord my God. Surely
after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I was
instructed, I smote on my thigh; I was ashamed, yea, even
confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth.
Is (not) Ephraim My dear son? Is he (not) a pleasant child?
for since I spoke against him, I do earnestly remember him
still; therefore My bowels are troubled for him, I will surely
have mercy on him, says the Lord.” In other words, during
all the years when the people of God were groaning in
Babylon, God was grieving in Heaven!

Beloved, take not your eyes off Christ who is the ALPHA-
OMEGA FORERUNNER of your Race!

10. Alpha-Omega Shepherd

Heb 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday (alpha),
and today, and forever (omega).”

In this chapter we meet the UNCHANGING GREAT
SHEPHERD. vv 20,21, “Now the God of peace, who brought



128

again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working
in you that which is wellpleasing in His sight, through
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

Let’s consider the exhortations from this Great
Shepherd as found in this chapter—

(a) Sheep-to-sheep relationship: vv 1-3, “Let brotherly
love continue. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember
those who are in bonds, as bound with them; and those
who suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.”
Brotherly love is God’s alpha commandment as we see in 1
John 2:7 & 3:11. “Brothers, I write no new commandment
to you, but an old commandment which you heard from the
beginning. The old commandment is the word which you
have heard from the beginning... For this is the message
that you heard from the beginning, that we should LOVE

one another.” As also in 2 John 5,6, “And now I beseech
you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to
you, but that which we heard from the beginning, that we
LOVE one another.”

(b) Shepherd’s provision: We are called to be satisfied
with the provisions of the Shepherd. vv 5,6, “Let your
conduct be without covetousness; and be content with
such things as you have: for He has said, I will never leave
you, nor forsake you. So that we may boldly say, The Lord
is my Helper.” Compare with Psalm 23:1 which concurs
with this: “The Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want!”
Beware of hasty riches! “An inheritance may be got hastily
at the beginning (alpha); but the end (omega) thereof shall
not be blessed” (Prov 20:21).
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(c) Relationship with under-shepherds: The under-

shepherds are the elders or bishops or pastors of the local

Church. (In the New Testament the words, Elder, Bishop or

Pastor, refer to one and the same office in the local Church

and they are always in the plural emphasizing God’s

perfect plan of plurality of leadership). The counsels are:

“Remember those who have the rule over you, who have

spoken to you the Word of God; whose faith follow,

considering the end (omega) of their conversation” (v7).

“Obey those who have the rule over you, and submit

yourselves” (v17). “Salute all those who have rule over you,

and all the saints” (v24). There is a growing dissatisfaction

among believers in many circles with the authority in the

local Church. But lean on the promise of God in Isaiah

1:26, “I will RESTORE to you judges as at the first (alpha),

and counsellors as at your beginning (alpha): afterward you

shall be called, The City of Righteousness, the faithful city.”

(d) The Pastures: v9, “Be not carried about with divers

and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart

be established with grace.” Beware of novelties, so-called

revelations, excitements, etc, in religion. Aim always to

establish the heart with grace. Be not foolish like the

Galatians: “Are you so foolish? Having begun (alpha) in

the Spirit, are you now made perfect (omega) by the

flesh?” (Gal 3:3).

Let’s conclude this point with the promise in Psalm

23:6, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the

days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord

forever.”
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Summary:

1. Christ is the Alpha-Omega PROPHET!

— Hear Him!

2. Christ is the Alpha-Omega APOSTLE!
— Consider Him!

3. Christ is the Alpha-Omega REST-GIVER!
— Rest in Him!

4. Christ is the Alpha-Omega TEACHER!
— Learn from Him!

5. Christ is the Alpha-Omega KING-PRIEST!

— Give Him!

6. Christ is the Alpha-Omega MEDIATOR!

— Trust Him!

7. Christ is the Alpha-Omega LAMB!
— Rejoice in Him!

8. Christ is the Alpha-Omega JUDGE!
— Fear Him!

9. Christ is the Alpha-Omega FORERUNNER!
— Follow Him!

10. Christ is the Alpha-Omega SHEPHERD!

— Obey Him!

(This article is the second Talk delivered by the author in
Blesso ’80, the 10th Annual Camp of the Blessing Youth
Mission, in Thanjavur, South India, Jan 1980. It was history

that nearly 1000 young men listened to this message without
any break for three and a half hours, sitting on sandy ground!)
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11
How to Make Decisions

We make decisions, and decisions make us. Decisions
determine destiny. Some decisions are minor and others
major. Which dress to buy, which road to travel by, what
to cook, etc., are all minor decisions. Common sense
coupled with experience is just enough for such decisions.

The problem however is with major decisions. Which
course to study? Which career to choose? Which candidate
to marry? Such matters in which decisions are irreversible
need to be handled with care. The Lord can always restore
the losses resulting from wrong decisions, but the path is
painful.

There are no born decision-makers! Men and women
who accomplished God’s will in their generation and
impacted history were those who had learnt certain
principles of decision-making and applied them
successfully. There are usually five steps in decision-
making —

1. Pray.

Nothing is right for a Christian if it is not God’s will for
him. Dr. Paul S. Rees (1900-1991) wrote, “To understand
the will of God is my privilege; to undercut the will of God
is my peril.”
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When we “ask” the Lord, He shall give us the plan.
When we “seek” Him, He shall show us the path. When
we “knock” at the doors of heaven, He shall help us
overcome the problems (Mt 7:7).

With the wisdom God gave Solomon he said, “Trust in
the Lord with all your heart, and not on your own
understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and
He shall direct your paths” (Prov 3:5,6). Solomon must
also have learnt this truth from his dad. It was in the
mind of David to build a Temple. But God guided him
differently. He accepted God’s plan (1 Chr 22:7,8). We
normally think that whatever we plan is right. But the
Scriptures teach us to subject our thoughts to divine
check. When we do so, the Lord will cancel or confirm our
thoughts (Prov 16:2,3).

God testified about David that he was a man after His
own heart and he would do all His will. It is a significant
observation that he consulted God so solemnly and
frequently concerning his battles, though he was a veteran
warrior. He did not take things for granted or lean on his
knowledge and experience (1 Sam 23:1-4; 30:8; 2 Sam
2:1; 5:19,22,23).

It is alright to have instinctive desires. Even if there
may be nothing apparently wrong with a desire, we will
do well if we pray and ascertain God’s will. Missionary
Paul had a consuming desire to visit Rome and minister
to the saints there. But he did not rush there impulsively.
Rather he kept praying to understand the Lord’s mind in
the matter (Rom 1:9,10). In Christian growth the challenge
is not to choose between good and bad but good and better.

Prayer is a mockery when its intention is just to get
divine endorsement of our plans. God reveals His will only
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when we are willing to “do” it (Jn 7:17). Most people don’t
want to know the will of God in order to do it, but just to
consider it! God will not waste His revelations. “The willing
will, that wills God’s will, will dwell within God’s will,”
said Tom Baird.

Anxiety is another factor that hinders proper decision-
making. A calm mind better understands God’s mind (Phil
4:6,7). We should resort to a season of prayer when we
are at crossroads. At times we may have to wait for days
and months. If God delays, it is usually to prepare our
minds to accept what He wants to say. Therefore waiting
time is not a wasted time.

Jeremiah 33:3 is a favourite text to many. “Call Me
and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable
things you do not know.” Someone called it as Heaven’s
telephone number: 333! But do we know that the Lord
gave Jeremiah this promise “while he was still shut up in
the court of the prison?” (v1). Let’s learn to wait through
the night for the sunrays.

2. Study.

The Bible is the Word of God. It contains the mind of
God. It teaches the will of God. It unfolds the plan of God.
It explains the wisdom of God. It reveals the mysteries of
God. It proclaims the purposes of God. It underlines the
dislikes of God. Therefore the Bible is indispensable in
the process of decision-making.

While commissioning Joshua to continue the mission
after the death of Moses, the Lord gave him a formula for
prosperity and success. “This Book of the Law shall not
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day
and night, that you may observe to do according to all
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that is written in it. For then you will make your way

prosperous and then you will have good success” (Josh

1:8). The very first Psalm teaches the same truth (Psa

1:2,3). When the Law of God is in our hearts, none of our

steps shall slide (Psa 37:31). God’s Word is a lamp and a

light (Psa 119:105). A Bible-lover shall hardly make a

blunder (Psa 119:165).

Daniel was distressingly troubled and confused over

the visions he received. He literally fainted. But when he

opened the Book, his confusions cleared up (Dan 7:15,28;

8:27; 9:1,2). But we are more interested in the Bible covers

than in the Bible contents! We are afraid to open the Bible
frequently lest the zip gets spoilt!

Regular meditation of the Scriptures is basic to stay in

the will of God. But when we are to take a major decision,

some special study and searching is necessary. We must

ask, “Does the Bible commend this act or condemn it?” A
diligent search never goes unrewarded.

Surprisingly most of our questions are answered by

the plain teaching of the Bible. For instance, the Bible

condemns unequal yoke (2 Cor 6:14). Therefore their’s no

need to pray about a marriage proposal if the proposed
candidate is not a believer. Similarly, the Bible does not

tolerate adulteration of truth or flirting with apostasy.

Therefore it is meaningless to pray to find out whether

you can go to a liberal or modernistic Bible College (2

Jn 10,11).

Staying with the Bible and within the Bible is safe.

“What does the Scripture say?” This question guided Christ

and His apostles in difficult situations.
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The study of biographies and autobiographies of men
and women of God is also helpful when we are passing
through the valley of decision. Each person of course had
been led in a different way, but certain practical guidelines
can be learnt from their lives. Paul encouraged the
believers in Philippi to practise whatever they had seen in
him (Phil 4:9). He persuaded young Timothy to remember
his way of life, besides the Holy Scriptures the latter had
learnt from childhood (2 Tim 3:10,11,14,15). Many young
people have found God’s will for their lives while reading
missionary biographies.

Thank God for the flood of devotional books, magazines
and CDs. Some of them will be of timely help at the hour
of decision.

3. Consult.

Consulting others is scriptural and essential. Look at
these Bible texts: “Where there is no counsel, the people
fall; but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety”
(Prov 11:14). “Without counsel, plans go awry, but in the
multitude of counsellors they are established” (Prov 15:22).
“The apostles and elders came together to consider this
matter” (Acts 15:6). “The manifestation of the Spirit is
given to each one for the profit of all; for to one is given
the word of wisdom... to another the word of knowledge”
(1 Cor 12:7,8).

We can at once think of three circles of people whom
we can consult—

a) Family

Because of familiarity, we normally don’t value the
counsel of our family members much. This is to our
disadvantage. The family is a warm support and welded
strength while taking major decisions.
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The Bible illustrates this truth adequately. Moses
listened to his father-in-law and escaped burnout (Ex 18:1-
17). Ruth followed the guidance of her mother-in-law and
embraced blessing. When Abraham didn’t know what to
do with Ishmael, God told him to listen to his wife (Gen
21:12). Children must consult their parents with
confidence (Prov 1:8). And none of the above need be one
way. More often than we think, children get unusual
insights into situations. Parents should not hesitate to
benefit from them.

b) Friends

We have both believing and unbelieving friends. It is a
false notion that no unbeliever can give sane counsel. In
several instances unbelievers exhibit more practical
wisdom than believers. Jesus Himself acknowledged this
fact (Lk 16:8). At the same time, the Bible prohibits
consulting those who are outrightly wicked and ungodly
(Psa 1:1).

We must earnestly request fellow believers to pray for
us and help us. Daniel was obviously the leader of the
prayer group in Babylon. In everything he was head and
shoulder above his friends. But he humbly sought their
help (Dan 1:17; 2:17,18). Similarly Jesus sought the help
of His friends even though He pretty well knew their
instability (Mt 26:37,38). That was a crucial hour for Him
to decide for God’s will.

c) Elders

Ezekiel 7:26 speaks of prophets, priests and elders.
The prophet has the vision, and here the Spirit is the
focus. The priest has the law, and here the Word is the
focus. The elders have counsel, and here the experience



137

is the focus (Job 8:8). Pastors, preachers and leaders must
cordially help people in decision-making. Of course not
all seniors are mature enough to guide others in every
issue. How one’s guidance to others has helped them can
be broadly observed before approaching that person for
consultation (Heb 13:7).

A Warning!

Counsellors should not become controllers! No one can
dictate decisions to another. Though Timothy was a trainee
under Paul, the latter gave sufficient freedom to the young
man to decide things for himself. He simply told him to
“consider” what he had said, assuring that the Lord would
give him further understanding (2 Tim 2:7). Paul mani-
fested this noble behaviour with his other coworkers also.
When Apollos was quite unwilling to visit Corinth at one
instance, though Paul strongly urged him, he left it to
himself saying, “He will come when he has a convenient
time” (1 Cor 16:12).

We must beware of dictatorial prophecies. Revelations
are not always to be taken as directions. Sometimes they
are just informations to be suitably interpreted and
applied. Poor Paul was once caught up in the midst of a
senior prophet and four junior prophetesses. The prophecy
was that if Paul would go to Jerusalem he would be bound
by the Jews and handed over to the gentiles. There was
nothing untrue about that prophecy, but Paul discerned
it to be just an information and not instruction. He was
right. The Lord later appreciated His servant for his
ministry in Jerusalem (Acts 21:8-14; 23:11).

No parent should force a decision on a grown-up child,
especially when the child loves the Lord and walks in His
ways. The son or daughter must have liberty to choose
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another course if he or she honestly feels that the
directive of the parents in that situation is not “in the
Lord” (Eph 6:1).

On the other hand, if we are part of a ministerial team,
we must gladly cooperate with the decisions of leadership.
In an army or a cricket team it cannot be otherwise, isn’t
it? If you have a different opinion, just suggest politely
and leave it at that. Accept what the leaders finally decide
as God’s will for you. This is why we need to pray much
for our leaders. Is not the king’s heart in the hand of the
Lord? Can He not turn it wherever He wishes like the
channels of water? (Prov 21:1; Rom 13:1; 1 Tim 2:1,2).

4. Analyse.

God’s promises of guidance are not given to save us
the bother of thinking! The carnal mind may be a
hindrance but the renewed mind is an asset whereby we
can understand the “good, pleasing and perfect will of
God” (Rom 12:2). Away with the idea that to think is
unspiritual. The lazy and blank mind is prone to deception.
God has gifted us with a “sound mind” and He urges us to
use it by stirring it up! (2 Tim 1:6,7).

The first thing to analyse is the circumstances. “If our
circumstances find us in God, we shall find God in our
circumstances,” asserted George Muller (1805-1898) who
was excellent in finding God’s will.

After anointing Saul as King, Samuel guided him where
to go and what to do. He concluded his instructions with
these words: “Do as the occasion demands; for God is
with you” (1 Sam 10:7). A New Testament illustration of
this principle is in Paul’s letter to the Philippians. While
planning to send Timothy to enquire about their welfare,
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he penned, “I hope to send him at once, as soon as I see
how it goes with me” (Phil 2:23). Yes, all circumstances in
the life of God’s children are orderd by Him (Rom 8:28).

It is also necessary to test the alternatives before
finalising the decision. The pros and cons must be studied.
Paul Miller in his book, Knowing God’s Will, suggests three
questions to ask oneself at this stage of decision-making—

1. What do I want to achieve?
2. What do I want to preserve?
3. What do I want to avoid?

Acts 15 presents a striking example. While discussing
the issue of circumcision, the apostles and elders wanted
to “achieve” a solution which could be acceptable to both
Jews and non-Jews. They wanted to “preserve” the
fundamental truth that salvation was by grace alone. And
they wanted to “avoid” a split between the two groups.
The outcome of their discussions was felicitous. “No
circumcision!” — This made the non-Jews happy. “No
blood!” — This made the Jews happy. The circular letter
announcing this decision had the superscription: “This is
what seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us!” (v28). The
divine factor as well as the human factor exquisitely
blended in the decision (1 Chr 13:2).

This brings us to the final step —

5. Act.

Nothing great was ever done without an act of decision.
Weeds grow lushly in the soil of indecision. The man who
insists on seeing with perfect clearness before he decides,
never decides. Christian life first and last is a walk of
faith (2 Cor 5:7).
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The waters will not part until we set foot in the river
(Josh 3:13-16). The land cannot be possessed until our
feet walk on it (Josh 1:2,3). We must step out in faith. It is
the so-called element of uncertainty that adds thrill to
our walk and work (Heb 11:8).

God shows one step at a time. As we take the first step
we will get enough illumination for the next steps. “The
path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining
ever brighter till the full light of day” (Prov 4:18). Missionary
Elizabeth Elliot says, “Nobody knows the will of God for
his entire life.” How true! When Paul on the Damascus
road asked Jesus what He would have him do, the answer
was simply, “Get up and go into the city, and you will be
told what you must do” (Acts 9:6). If he had insisted that
he would not move from there unless God gave him the
entire blueprint, he would have died as a blind beggar by
that roadside.

John Newman (1801-1890), an Oxford scholar, while
on a tour of the Mediterranean after resigning his job,
wrote the world famous hymn —

Lead, kindly Light, amid encircling gloom;
Lead Thou me on;
The night is dark, and I am far from home;
Lead Thou me on.
Keep Thou my feet;
I do not ask to see the distant scene; —

One step enough for me!

Even if we don’t fully understand the guidance, we must
keep moving trusting the Guide. At the end we would know
that God had not misled us. God’s providence is like the
Hebrew Bible; we must begin at the end and read back-
wards in order to understand it!
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When we walk with the Lord
In the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way;
While we do His good will,
He abides with us still,
And with all who will TRUST AND OBEY.

TRUST AND OBEY;
For there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus
But to TRUST AND OBEY.

Not a shadow can rise,
Not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt or a fear,
Not a sigh or a tear,
Can abide while we TRUST AND OBEY.

Not a burden we bear,
Not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He does richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss,
Not a frown or a cross,
But is blest if we TRUST AND OBEY.

But we never can prove
The delights of His love
Until all on the altar we lay;
For the favour He shows
And the joy He bestows
Are for them who will TRUST AND OBEY.

Then in fellowship sweet
We will sit at His feet,
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way;
What He says we will do,
Where He sends we will go,
Never fear, only TRUST AND OBEY.

— John H. Sammis, 1846-1919
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12
The Work God Blesses

There is a glorious promise in the Book of Haggai,

chapter 2, verse 19: “FROM THIS DAY I WILL BLESS YOU.”

This promise was given to Zerubbabel. He was a man of

God. God chose him for a definite purpose and his

assignment was to build the temple. God told him that his

hands had laid the foundation of that house and his hands

would also finish it. The Lord assured him that it would be

not by might nor by power but by His Spirit (Zech 4:6,9).

Since the Lord said to Zerubbabel, “From this day I will

bless you,” that did not mean that God had not blessed him

before that. Here we see a bonus promise, for a surplus

blessing! This unusual blessing, I believe, is what everyone

of us need in our work today. We are all engaged in the

Lord’s ministry some way or other. There are diversities of

ministries in the Kingdom of God. We are all labourers

together. Now what is the common longing of every servant

of God today? An unusual blessing in the ministry. We are

not satisfied with what we witness today. We want

something new. We want to witness something which

people cannot easily believe. Let’s be encouraged now by

this definite promise of God — “From this day I will bless

you.”
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It will do us good even to memorize the entire Book of
Haggai. We find here in this book five times the
commandment, “CONSIDER YOUR WAYS!” (1:5; 1:7; 2:15;
2:18a; 2:18b). And each time it is coupled with an
important principle for our Christian work. If these five
lessons can be practised in the work, it will certainly invoke
God’s unusual blessing on it.

1. Time

Haggai 1:2, “Thus speaks the Lord of hosts saying,
These people say, The time is not come, the time that the
Lord’s house should be built.” The first thing we should
consider is the TIME! This is our greatest failure. We always
try to postpone things, be it general outreach, personal
soulwinning, or stepping out into fulltime ministry. When
it is for God’s Kingdom we invariably postpone, but for our
own affairs we generally won’t. Each of us should honestly
acknowledge this our sin of procrastination.

“NOW” is God’s time. 2 Cor 6:1-2, “We, as workers
together with God, beseech you also that you receive not
the grace of God in vain. For He says, I have heard you in a
time accepted, and in the day of salvation I have succoured
you; behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation.” Here a servant of God is writing to the
other servants of God. This passage is not addressed to
sinners. But we often misquote it. It was to the saints Paul
wrote, “Receive not the grace of God in vain.” In other
words, he says, “God’s grace is come to you. You are parti-
cipating in His grace. Let it not be found that you have
received it in vain.” When does God say that we receive His
grace in vain? When we postpone! Beloved, in order that
God may bless you from this day and that the latter portion
of your ministry be more glorious than the former, consider
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your consideration concerning time! Receive not the grace
of God in vain!

Ephesians 5:14-16, “Awake, you who sleep, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall give you light. See that you
walk carefully, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the
time, because the days are evil.” This passage says that
God’s children are not wise, if they postpone things. They
become foolish in their imaginations. God warns us not to
walk as fools but as wise. How do we walk wisely? By re-
deeming the time! Buy the time because the days are evil.

“Boast not yourself of tomorrow; for you know not what
a day may bring forth,” said the wisest man on earth (Prov
27:1). He has explained what boasting of tomorrow is. If we
think we are too certain of doing a thing tomorrow, which
we can do today, we are boasting of tomorrow. We may not
be proud or haughty in our work. If we simply, quietly and
passively postpone the affairs of today to tomorrow, we are
tomorrow-boasters. The Bible says that. Your boasting is
unconscious. Boast not yourself of tomorrow for you know
not what will happen tomorrow. Nobody knows.

God never gives lump information or guidance for so
many years to His people. The revelation of His guidance is
always one step at a time. For example, take Apostle Paul’s
case. He perhaps had no equal in his religious world. He
was an intellectual giant. He was proud and haughty. A
light from heaven struck him down. He cried, “Lord, what
will You have me to do?” God’s reply was not a plan or
programme running to pages. He was not given an year-
long project. This great giant was asked to do the simplest
thing, because the simplest thing is the hardest thing to do!
God simply said, “Go into the city” (Acts 9:6). The classic
question of a great religious zealot, which has served as a
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sermon text for thousands of preachers down thro’ the
centuries, got the simplest answer back. Paul could have
asked, “Oh, Lord, what is this you are telling me? I didn’t
ask you to tell me where I should go. What is my future and
my carrier, that’s what I am asking now.” No, he never
talked back to God that way. God shows us one step at a
time. If we respond to that one step, He will show us the
next step. Many of us are not ready to obey the first step.
We want a volume of God’s plan rightaway. One-day-plan
is more difficult than a five-year-plan, for the former has to
be carried out today but the latter can be done tomorrow!
That is our problem. We are tomorrow-boasters.

Many young people are planning for their distant future,
but not doing what their  hands find today to do. God does
not call lazy people to His ministry. Go through the entire
Bible, and you can’t find one man sitting idle when God
called him. God needs active people. The world says tomorrow
is ours, but we can’t say that. Today is ours! We are in the
today! Tomorrow never comes! This is the Bible way!

Look at the sence of urgencey of our blessed Lord in
John 9:4. “I must WORK the  works of Him who sent Me,
while it is DAY; the night comes, when no man can work.”
Jesus does not say that He must “supervise” but “work!”
Today everyone wants to become a supervisor or leader.
Jesus didn’t primarily come into the world as a “super-
visor” or a “coordinator” but as a WORKER. I must WORK:
this is the spirit of Christ! Jesus always considered
“tomorrow” as “night.” For Him TODAY is DAY and
TOMORROW is NIGHT! May this become your philosophy
too that God may bless you from this day. India is full of
sinners. Close your eyes and walk ten feet, you will hit at a
sinner! No scarcity for souls in India! We can as well call
population explosion as sinners explosion! Many ministries
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have come up but the scarcity of sinners is never there.
Bring in the souls from wherever you go. Win them! Don’t
wait for tomorrow! Today is day! Tomorrow is night! The
night comes when “no man” can work, and I too, “as a
Man,” cannot work, said Jesus. “These people say, The
time is not come, the time that the Lord’s house should be
built.” They are still postponing. “Consider your ways!”

2. Sacrifice

The second thing we are called to consider is our
personal sacrifice. Haggai 1:4,9, “Is it time for you your-
selves, to dwell in YOUR panelled houses, and this house
lie waste? ... You looked for much, but indeed, it came to
little; and when  you brought it home, I did blow upon it.
Why? says the Lord of Hosts. Because of My house that is
waste, and you run every man to his OWN house.”

This speaks of our self-centredness. No progress in the
ministry is possible without personal sacrifice and pain.
Who has ever brought forth a child without travail and
pain? No Zionite ministry can expect to bring forth children
without pain (Isa 66:8). In the modern world, we want
modernisation in spiritual birth also that there be no pain!
We want to dwell in panelled houses. We covet an easy life,
sheltered life, free from any danger. We don’t want to
expose ourselves to the weather. We deeply enjoy the
pleasures and conveniences of our domestic life. As this
continues we will not have God promising us, “From this
day I will bless you.”

The life of Apostle Paul was one of great sacrifice. Let
him speak to us now. 1 Corinthians 7:29-31, “But this I
say, brothers, the time is short: it remains, that both those
who have wives be as though they had none; and those who
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weep, as though they wept not; and those who rejoice, as
though they rejoiced not; and those who buy, as though
they possessed not; and those who use this world, as not
abusing it: for the form of this world passes away.” You
see his logic. The time is short, so don’t enjoy the world
rightfully. All the things he mentions here are legitimate. It
is God who gives man a wife. Owning a house is a blessing.
The blessing of the Lord makes us rich, no doubt. But the
time is very short! These things should never take the first
place in our life. An unbeliever may enjoy the world to the
full, but we cannot and should not.

Watch the Apostle in 1 Corinthians, chapter 9. Catch his
vision! It’s worth even memorising the entire chapter. This
is the kind of ministers we need today. This is the need of
the hour. “Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not
seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my work in the
Lord? If I be not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to
you: for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord ...
Have we not right to eat and to drink? Have we not right to
lead about a  sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as
the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? Or I only and
Barnabas, have no right to refrain from working? Who
goes to war any time at his own expense? Who plans a
vineyard, and eats not of the fruit thereof? or who feeds a
flock, and drinks not of the milk of the flock? Do I say these
things as a man? Does not the law the say same? For it is
written in the law of Moses, You shall not muzzle the mouth
of the ox that treads out the grain. Does God take care for
oxen? or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our
sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he who plows should
plow in hope; and that he who threshes in hope should be
partaker of his hope. If we have sown to you spiritual
things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your material
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things? If others be partakers of this right over you, are
not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this right;
but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the Gospel of
Christ. Do ye not know that those who minister about holy
things live of the things of the Temple? and those who wait
at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so the Lord
has ordained that those who preach the Gospel should live
of the Gospel. But I have used none of these things; neither
have I written these things, that it should be so done to me;
for it were better for me to die, than that any man should
make my glorying void.

“For though I preach the Gospel, I have nothing to glory
of; for necessity is laid on me. Yea, woe to me, if I preach
not the Gospel! For if I do this thing willingly, I have a
reward, but if against my will, a stewardship of the Gospel
is committed to me. What is my reward then? Verily that,
when I preach the Gospel, I may make the Gospel of Christ
without charge, that I abuse not my right in the Gospel.
For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself
servant to all that I might gain the more. And to the Jews  I
became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to those who
are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them
who are under the law. To them who are without the law, as
without law (being not without the law of God, but under
the law of Christ,) that I might gain them who are without
law. To the weak I became as weak, that I might gain the
weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all
means save some. And this I do for Gospel’s sake, that I
might be partaker thereof with you. Know you not that
those who run in a race  run all, but one receives the prize?
So run, that you may obtain. And every man who strives for
the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to
obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I
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therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one
who beats the air; but I discipline my body, and bring it
into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have
preached to others, I myself should be disqualified.”

When we compare ourselves to this challenge, do we feel
like standing near Mount Everest? But this is the kind of
ministry God will honour. Not using our rights and power,
but becoming servants to everybody and keeping our body
under subjection. May the Lord fill us with the spirit of
sacrifice! Time is short. Beware of the last day signs! The
first item mentioned in the list of the last day signs is,
“Men shall be lovers of themselves.” (2 Tim 3:1,2). “Consider
your ways.”

3. Labour

Haggai 1:8, “Go up to the MOUNTAIN, and bring wood,
and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will
be glorified, says the Lord.” God commands us to go to the
mountain. God is not pleased to have His temple built with
the timber from plains. There are ready-cut timber in
plains. But God hates the easy alteration of the readymade
stuff! He says, Go to the mountain! Cut the trees up there!
Many “untouched” trees are up there! Bring them down
and build the temple. Only with that I will be pleased, and
I will be glorified in it. What does this mean? Romans
15:20,21 gives the practical interpretation of this truth:
“Yes, so have I strived to preach the Gospel, not where
Christ was named, lest I should build on another man’s
foundation; but as it is written, To whom He was not
spoken of, they shall see; and those who have not heard
shall understand.” Zerubbabel and Paul seem to have
kindred spirits. Paul says, “I have strived to preach.” This
means active endeavour. He was all the time “endea-
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vouring” to preach the Gospel in the unreached areas. He
was not interested in building on another man’s foundation
and making a boast of it. He went to places where Christ
was not named. That’s what God told Zerubbabel, “Go to
the mountain. Don’t go to the timber shops to bring cut-
slices here. You yourself cut the trees and build My house
and in that I will be pleased.”

The tragedy of today’s Christendom lies here. We are 3%
Christians in India, and the number of folks who regularly
use a Bible will be a maximum of 1%. The 99% should be
considered to be in total darkness. But the most alarming
fact is that maximum time, talents, money, efforts of
Christian ministry is spent on this 1% only! Christians who
have a definite responsbility towards the 99% are spending
all their time with the 1% only. Hence unhealthy competi-
tions and collapse of Bible ethics between ministries. The
99% is the mountain for us in India and the 1% is mostly
another man’s foundation! This is why we challenge our
friends  to divert their their potential towards the Northern
States of India, mostly virgin. Even in some of the entire
districts in North India, there is not a single church
building. “Lord, if any one of us like Jonah is in the wrong
ship, and if we are not ready to jump out ourselves, You
throw us out!” This is my heart-cry these days. Somehow
the job must be completed. Over two thousand years have
already passed. But the trees still remain uncut up the
mountains.

1 Corinthians 15:10 has put me to shame. “But by the
grace of God I am what I am: and His grace which was
bestowed on me was not in vain; but I laboured more
abundantly than all of them: Yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me.” Here Paul compares himself with the
other ministers. He says that he laboured more
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abundnantly than others! This was of course a confession
of humility as well. He says, “I am what I am by His grace
alone. I have received grace, blessings and great truths but
not in vain. I have laboured with that grace.” How many of
us can honestly make this kind of confession? Can you say
that you have laboured more than all the believers you
know? Come on! God wants such people for times like
these. Apostle Paul was trying to inject this same spirit into
young Timothy. 2 Tim 2:3, “ You therefore endure
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” Don’t love
ease! Never love softness! Endure hardness! Real ministry
is hard, tough. Casually doing things as they come to us is
not “ministry.” This is the time for God’s people to go as a
militant army for God! “Consider your ways.”

4. Boldness

Haggai 2:4,5, “Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, says
the Lord; and be strong, O  Joshua, son of Josedech, the
high priest; and be strong, all you people of the Land, says
the Lord, and work; for I am with you, says the Lord of
hosts. According to the Word that I covenanted with you
when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among
you; fear not.” In these two verses God repeats “BE

STRONG” thrice. Why be strong and bold? — His Spirit
dwells in us! No need to fear. This is what Paul reminded
Timothy about in 2 Timothy 1:6,7. “Therefore I put you in
remembrance that you stir up the Gift of God, which is in
you by the laying on of  my hands. For God has not given us
the spirit of fear; but of power and of love and  of a sound
mind.” Come up! Stir up the Gift of God! You have received
the Spirit of boldness. Awake! You don’t need to fear! God
has not given you the spirit of fear! But He has given you
the Spirit of Power! Be bold! You have power, not fear!
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Paul practised this truth in his life. Hear his testmony. 2
Corinthians 4:7-10, “But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed;
we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; always bearing
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.” Look at
this man! Yes, God’s work is for bold people only! Whether
young or old,educated or uneducated, they must be bold.
“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed.”
Apostle Paul was troubled on EVERY SIDE! Every depart-
ment had some problem! Every wing was under trouble!
Wherever he went he was troubled. In every place, every
church, he faced problems. But he was able to say boldly
that he was not distressed. How bold he was! He further
says, “We are perplexed, we are confused but not in
despair.” In a sense we must become like buffalos! Sun,
rain, kicks...! Care the less! “We are persecuted, cast down,
but not destroyed.” Folks stoned him and thought that he
was dead. But the next day he was there preaching! This is
ministry!

That is why the Lord has given us the Spirit of Power.
Look at Paul’s persecution list! You may even lose patience
to read this long list. 2 Corinthians 6:4-10, “But in all
things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in
much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,
in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in
watchings, in fastings; by pureness, by knowledge, by
longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by love
unfeigned, by the Word of truth, by the power of God, by
the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the
left, by honour and dishonour, by evil report and good
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report: as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well
known; as dying, and, behold we live; as chastened, and
not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing
all things.” Count it, it is thirty. What will be your score?
Most of us will fail! Honour or dishonour, good report or evil
report, all the same for him! When he got honour he perhaps
said, Praise the Lord; when he got dishonour he would have
shouted, Alleluia! Good report— Praise the Lord! Evil report
— Alleluia! Yes, God needs such bold people to build His
temple. The fearful are not for Him.

The story in Judges chapter 7 is very illustrative. “The
Lord said to Gideon, The people who are with you are too
many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest
Israel vaunt themselves against Me, saying my own hand
has saved me. Now therefore go, proclaim in the ears of the
people, saying, Whoever is fearful and afraid, let him
return and depart early from mount Gilead. And there
returned of the people twentytwo thousand; and there
remained ten thousand” (vv 2,3). No compromise in the
ministry of God! Here Gideon commands the fearful men to
go home “early” without wasting their time and his! God
can accomplish little through fearful men. The striking
thing is the 22,000 going out all at a time! 22,000 people
immediately accepted their timidity and walked out. It was
a miracle! “Give us that miracle today, Lord!” The progress
of the Lord’s ministry is hindered today because we have
too many fearfilled people. Labourers  are few, but among
those few, are the fearful too many?

Nehemiah’s ministry is what we need today. Many
voices will threaten us calling us to come down. “I CANNOT

COME DOWN,” should be our answer! Nehemiah 6:
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9-12, “For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands
shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now
therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. Afterward I came
to the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of
Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet
together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us
shut the doors of the temple; for they will come to slay you;
Yes, in the night will they come to slay you. And I said,
should such a man as I flee?  and who is there, who being
as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not
go in.” Now Nehemiah was threatened. Some of them
“counselled” him to go hide himself to save his life.
Nehemiah answered, “SHOULD SUCH A MAN AS I FLEE?” I
will not go in! He calls himself a MAN! God’s ministry is for
“men!” It is not for “women”! “Be Men,” the Bible says both
to men and women! (1 Cor 16:13). Nehemiah’s answers are
challenging: “I cannot come down ... I will not go in!” We
need Pauls, Gideons, Zerubbabels and Nehemiahs today!

George Duffield (1818-1888) caught this spirit in his
world famous hymn —

Stand up! stand up for Jesus!
The trumpet call obey;

Forth to the mighty conflict
In this His glorious day!
Ye that are men now serve Him
Against unnumbered foes;
Let courage rise with danger,
And strength to strength oppose.

5. Holiness

Haggai 2:11-14, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, Ask now
the priests concerning the law, saying, If one bears holy
flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch
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bread or pottage or wine or oil or any meat, shall it be holy?
And the priests answered and said, No. Then said Haggai, If
one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall
it be unclean? And the priests answered and said, It shall
be unclean. Then answered Haggai, So is this people, and
so is this nation before Me, says the Lord; and so is every
work of their hands; and that which they offer there is
unclean.”

The Holy God demands holiness from His people who
serve Him. He abhors uncleanness in His work. We read in
Rev 19:14,8, “The armies which were in Heaven followed
Him on white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean.” This white linen is “the righteousness of the saints.”
You may be in the army of God. Joshua may be your leader.
You may have God’s promises in plenty. People of God may
be your name. But one thing is sure and certain: If there is
sin, you are bound to be defeated even before a small Ai!
With sin you cannot win! Sinning and Winning cannot go
together. Beware! Joshua rent his clothes and fell on the
fround and put dust upon his head. He cried to the Lord
saying, “What shall I say, Lord, when Israel, the people of
God, turn their backs before their enemies?” God’s reply
was sharp and crisp. God said to Joshua, “Get up; why do
you lie thus on your face? Israel has sinned!” He said,
“Neither will I be with you any more, unless you destroy the
cursed from you!” (Josh 7:6-13). No concession here. All
your prayers and tears go in vain! “Unless  you remove that
cursed thing from you, I will never be with you!” “UP!
Sanctify the people!” Oh! People of God, consider your
ways!

To sum up, the work God blesses knows the urgency of
the hour, volunteers for any sacrifice, endures hardness,
faces any situation boldly, and forgets not the principles of
holiness.
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13
Whatever happened to

Neighbourhood Evangelism?

Jesus was first a neighbourhood Evangelist before He

became a frontier Missionary. Luke reports that after His
wilderness experience He returned in the power of the

Holy Spirit and started teaching in His own hometown

of Nazareth (Lk 4:13-16). Only afterwards He shifted His

base to Capernaum to preach in the regions of Zebulun

and Naphtali (Mt 4:13). Frontier missionary work, to be

strong and healthy, must be an extension of neighbour-

hood evangelism. Jesus recruited “fishers of men” first

for neighbourhood evangelism, and then challenged them

to pray for a workforce for distant lands (Mt 4:19; 9:37,38).

This does not mean that we cannot think of frontier

missions until the neighbourhood is totally evangelised.

On the other hand, sacrificing one for the other will be

detrimental to Church growth. We come across four orders

of Jesus to “GO!”

1. “GO home to your friends” (Mk 5:19)

2. “GO into the streets, highways and byways” (Lk 14:23)

3. “GO into the village opposite to you” (Lk 19:30)

4. “GO into all the world” (Mk 16:15)
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Surprisingly, three out of these four orders refer to
neighbourhood evangelism — “home... streets... villages.”
The European and Western missionaries did not wait for
their entire countries to be evangelised before they could
come to a land like India. At the same time, whenever
neighbourhood evangelism was neglected such nations
started turning pagan.

Silent majority

The shepherds in the Christmas story were the first
neighbourhood evangelists. We read, “When they had seen
Him, they made widely known the saying which was told
them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it
marvelled at those which were told them by the shepherds”
(Lk 2:17,18). In general, only “fulltimers” can go for frontier
missionary work. But neighbourhood evangelism is for
any Christian to directly involve in. A soul in the
neighbourhood is no less precious than one in a distant
field. “All souls are mine,” says the Lord (Ezek 18:4). He
does not want “anyone” to perish, but desires “all men”
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (Jn
3:16; 1 Tim 2:3,4). Anyone who is without Christ is a
mission field! The only way to stir up the silent majority
in the Church for action is to challenge and involve them
in neighbourhood evangelism. We spend too much of our
time and energy in decorating our frontyard forgetting
the backyard.

Saturation Evangelism

The Resurrected Christ gave His disciples a blueprint
for evangelism in Acts 1:8, “You shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you shall be witnesses
to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
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to the end of the earth.” Jerusalem and all Judea were
the neighbourhood for the disciples, whereas Samaria and
the other parts of the world would involve cross-cultural
frontier missionary work. The anti-Christian religious
leaders charged the disciples, “You have filled Jerusalem
with your doctrine” (Acts 5:28). The Christians of each
locality and Church must be challenged for this kind of
saturation evangelism. Not all Pastors are evangelistic-
minded. It is the responsibility of the members and
workers and leaders of missionary organisations and
evangelistic agencies to pass on the passion for souls to
the Christians of Churches they belong to.

Frontline Soldiers

Fulltime Christian workers alone cannot complete the
task of world evangelisation. I don’t grow tired of quoting
missionary evangelist T.L. Osborn (1923-2013): “The
laymen will write the last chapter of Church History...
Restoration of the art of personal soulwinning will be the
rediscovery of New Testament Christianity!” I would shout
a loud “Amen” to this though I am a fulltime preacher
myself ! Unless we raise an army of personal soulwinners
we will not get enough of dynamic candidates for frontier
evangelism. It is from among the active and prayerful
disciples, Jesus chose twelve frontline missionaries (Mt
9:37-10:4). A young man appeared before a Mission Board
which was interviewing candidates for frontier missions.
One leader asked him, “What are you actually doing for
God where you are?” The young man answered, “Not
much.” The leader asked back, “Do you want to go to the
mission field to repeat this?” A Tamil proverb says, “If
you cannot catch a lizard in your own place, how can you
catch an elephant elsewhere?”
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Extract or Equip?

The doctrine of the Priesthood of all Believers is more

a theory than a practice in Christendom (1 Pet 2:5,9). All
believers are called to be Priests not only to “praise” God

(v5) but also to “proclaim” His message of grace (v9). The
clergy-laity divide will only be further widened if

neighbourhood evangelism is not sufficiently emphasised
as equally important as frontier missionary work. The

saintly Andrew Murray (1827-1917) observed: “There are
only two groups of Christians: one soulwinners and the

other backsliders!” With the mushrooming of missionary-
sending agencies, we have too many supporters and too

few soulwinners. Think of a hall filled with only pillars!
Missionary organisations are apprehensive of motivating

Christians for neighbourhood evangelism, perhaps
because they are afraid that the people might spend too

much of their time and energy in neighbourhood evange-

lism to spare time for the promotional works of these
organisations. Missions periodicals are filled with reports

and appeals leaving little space to challenge the readers
for personal involvement in neighbourhood evangelism.

In Missionary Conventions there’s hardly a full-length talk
on personal soulwinning. The entire programme targets

mobilisation of funds, prayer and candidates for fulltime
work. This trend may help missionary societies to grow,

but it’s unhealthy for the Body of Christ. The very purpose
of the fivefold ministries in the Church is to “equip” the

believers for the “ministry” (Eph 4:11-13).

Nazareth to Naphtali

In every other missionary organisation there’s tension

between the administrative leaders and the field workers.
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The cry of the field missionaries is that the administrators
don’t understand their problems. Here again the solution
lies in neighbourhood evangelism. One who is not an
ardent soulwinner is not qualified to oversee and lead
soulwinners, harvesters and church-planters. Jesus not
only “sent” missionaries, He also “went” forth preaching
the Gospel (Lk 10:1). Apostle Paul followed the same
example. The active and aggressive neighbourhood
evangelism of the College Prayer group I started in 1963
in Karaikudi, South India, became the seedbed for the
Blessing Youth Mission which was founded in 1970-71.
Before ever coming across any handbook on evangelism,
we learnt the principles of evangelism with hand-on-
plough by applying whatever we had observed in the
Scriptures. After coordinating the ministerial affairs of
the BYM at the national level, from the central adminis-
trative office in Vellore for 17 years, my wife and I moved
from State to State every two years, for about 10 years, to
be a part of our field missionary teams in their neighbour-
hood evangelistic efforts. It is this experience which gave
the cutting edge to our missionary challenge sermons, in
print or from pulpit. Neighbourhood evangelism begets
frontier missionary work.

Model Church

Thank God for the historical slogan, “Go or  Send!”,
coined by the Canadian missionary Statesman, Dr.
Oswald J. Smith (1889-1986). This slogan had a specific
reference to overseas missions. Since we cannot afford
this luxury of an option in a country like India, we modified
it as, “Go and  Send!” Unfortunately, folks have chosen
the easier alternative. Most of the missionary-minded
Christians stop and are satisfied with praying and paying
for missionary work. They hardly involve themselves in
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any direct evangelism in their localities. But the case with
the Thessalonian believers was different. Paul commended
them, “From you the Word of the Lord has sounded forth,
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place.
Your faith toward God has gone out...” (1 Thess 1:8).
Macedonia and Achaia were the neighbourhood for the
Christians of the city of Thessalonica. I am convinced
that when local Churches become aggressive in
neighbourhood evangelism, the total evangelisation of
the world will not be far off. No wonder Paul presented
the Thessalonian Church as a model for others (v7)

Training ground

Neighbourhood evangelism will be a spontaneous
outcome of a Christian who is genuinely converted and a
Church which is gloriously revived. The immediate spill-
over of the flow of God’s love into the lives of Christians
will first influence their neighbourhood. This is God’s
promise: “I will make them and the places all around My
hill a blessing” (Ezek 34:26). This was pictoriously
illustrated by Christ as “a city on a hill” (Mt 5:14). After
serving this example and that of a lamp kept on a
lampstand to benefit the residents, He said, “Let your
light so shine before men, that they may SEE your good
works and glorify the Father in Heaven” (vv15,16). Only
the neighbours can “SEE” you!

Following his conversion, Apostle Paul started off as a
neighbourhood evangelist. He first evangelised Damascus
where he was baptized (Acts 9:19-22). He moved to
Jerusalem, about 200 kilometers away, mainly because
the Jews in Damascus plotted to kill him (vv 23-26). He
followed the blueprint Jesus gave in Acts 1:8 (Acts
26:20). Those who are zealous in neighbourhood
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evangelism usually do very well if they step out for frontier
ministries. In the early years of the ministry of the Blessing
Youth Mission, most of the missionary candidates came
out of the hundreds of lay outreach teams which were
active in their respective localities in personal soulwinning,
street preaching, visitation evangelism and rural outreach.
On the average, the quality of such candidates has been
class apart. Charity begins at home, isn’t it?

Endtime Army

Joel’s prophecy concerning the endtime outpouring of
the Holy Spirit leading to an unprecedented ingathering
of souls includes entire families as prophetic communities
to proclaim God’s wonderful works: “Sons... daughters...
young men... old men... men-servants... maidservants”
(Acts 2:17,18). This definitely and primarily refers to
neighbourhood evangelism. Otherwise, how can “old men”
travel to distant lands, or, servants leave their domestic
responsibilities for frontier missions? We see an immediate
fulfillment of this prophecy in the life of the early Church.
The cottages of Christians became the centres of evan-
gelism. That’s how they could influence their neighbours
and win “the favour of all the people.” The result was
daily addition to the Church! (Acts 2:46,47). We normally
pray, “Lord, do it again!” Instead we need to say, “Let’s do
it again!”

Every Home Crusade

Apostle Paul never forgot the strategic importance of
house-to-house neighbourhood evangelism. Besides his
public proclamation of the Gospel, he visited homes to
communicate the message in person to the residents (Acts
20:20). While targeting the Greeks, he did not lose sight
of the Jews (v21). In our context, the Greeks represent
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non-Christians and the Jews nominal Christians.
Thousands and thousands of nominal Christians remain
nominal for years, simply because the born-again
Christians do not take pains to lead them one by one to
repentance and faith. I am a fruit of personal soulwinning.
My Chemistry Professor led me to Christ. Before sending
out the twelve disciples for cross-cultural missionary
evangelism, Jesus told them first to go to the “lost sheep
of Israel” (Mt 10:5,6). Dear Christian friend, start praying
for your nominal Christian neighbours regularly and
win them one by one. There’s nothing like the joy of soul-
winning! Fruitbearing means reproduction. It is not
optional. “Every” branch that does not bear fruit will be
cut off. These words of Jesus cannot be taken lightly
(Jn 15:2).

Collection or Conversion?

Paul did not go house to house to collect money for his
missionary efforts. While addressing the Ephesian elders,
he testified, “I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or
apparel” (Acts 20:33). He worked with his own hands to
earn for his ministerial expenses and to pay the bills of
his team members (v34). He visited the folks to “give”
them something rather than to “receive” something from
them (v35). He operated on the teaching of Jesus: “It’s
more blessed to give than to receive!” I am not against
collecting contributions from Christians for God’s work.
But that must not be the primary purpose in visiting
homes. Go to minister to them— to exhort, edify and
encourage. Gone are the days when Christians would carry
Gospel tracts—in shoulder bags. Now they carry receipt
books—in briefcases. In some places, the Church
authorities have banned certain missionary organisations
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because the promotional workers of these organisations
have gone to the extent of standing at Church gates to
collect monthly contributions and issue receipts. The
target set by missions for fund-raising has indirectly
pressurised many zealous Christians to give up personal
soulwinning efforts. Is this right? Is it God’s method? Have
organisations grown beyond God’s plan for them? Some
stocktaking is necessary at this stage.

Paganism next door

I urge Christians everywhere to plan a regular neigh-
bourhood evangelistic programme. The activities can
include distribution of Gospel tracts in street corners and
marketplaces, open-air preaching, house-to-house
visitation, ministry to the inmates of hospitals, prisons,
rehabilitation centres and the like, rural outreach,
weekend evangelistic campaigns and so on. Form a local
team and work out the details. Gather atleast once a week
for about two hours to pray exclusively for your activities
suggested above. Besides giving to your local Church and
supporting missionary organisations and evangelistic
agencies from the amount you set aside each month for
the Lord, keep a portion for your own direct expenses for
neighbourhood evangelism. One need not go to the tribes
in jungles and mountains to see paganism. Right on the
main streets of our cities and towns we come across
torturous practices of devotees to appease their deities.
Heathenism is right there everywhere. At times we see
more of North India in South India than in North India.
We must not equate economic and social backwardness
to Gospel ignorance. It’s commonplace to see the educated
and civilized among us holding stupid superstitious
beliefs.
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Gossip the Gospel!

If Christians are the “light of the world,” every Christian
home must be a lighthouse. If we are not responsible
to lead our neighbours to the Light of Life, who else is?
When the shepherd found out his lost sheep, and the
woman her lost silver coin, the first thing both of them
did was to call their friends and neighbours and share
the joy with them (Lk 15:6,9). It is written, “There will be
shouts of salvation in the tabernacle of the righteous”
(Psa 118:15). Let the neighbours hear it first! Each
Christian is like a “leaven” in the “lump” of his neighbour-
hood. Let it all be leavened up! In His parable of the leaven,
Jesus spoke of this as the work of a woman! (Mt 13:33).
Apostle Paul warned against womenfolk becoming “idle,
wandering about from house to house, and not only idle
but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they
ought not” (1 Tim 5:13). Why not gossip the Gospel?
Use your talking talent for God!

Let’s talk about Jesus, the King of kings is He;

The Lord of lords supreme, through all eternity;
The great I am the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Door;
Let’s talk about Jesus more and more!

Who is our Lazarus?

The second commandment, equal to the first and the
greatest commandment, given by Jesus, is that one should
love his “neighbour” as himself (Mt 22:39). We are
experiencing the joy of forgiveness. Do our neighbours
have that joy? We have found the only Way to Heaven. Do
our neighbours know that? We have peace that passes
all understanding. Do our neighbours enjoy that peace?
If salvation is so great, how can we neglect to share its
message with our neighbours? To point out who our
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neighbour is, Jesus presented the story of the Good
Samaritan (Lk 10:29-37). It is when we help anyone in
need whom we meet as we go about with our routine we
become a good “neighbour” to that person. We send
support to the havenots in distant places, but we ignore
the Lazarus at our doorstep! Who cares for the platform-
dwellers and ragpickers in our own towns and cities?
Following Pentecost the believers shared their possessions
first with the poor and the needy among themselves. We
read that there was not anyone “among them” who lacked.
This was the secret of their strength as a community (Acts
4:34,35). Vision for faroff places must not make us blind
to the needs in our vicinity. He who does not love his
brother whom he has “seen,” how can he love someone
somewhere whom he has not seen? Jesus said, The poor
are always “with you!” (Jn 12:8). The first resurrection
miracle in the early Church was performed on a woman
named Dorcas who was “full of good works and charitable
deeds” towards the widows who were her neighbours
(Acts 9:36-41).

Anywhere, anytime!

One who knows the power and possibility of
neighbourhood evangelism will never run out of job. He
will be instantly employed wherever he is placed. Look at
Paul. God put him in Athens, a city of idols. He had to
wait for a while in this city for Silas and Timothy to come
and join him. See what he was doing during those few
days: “He reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and
with the Gentile worshippers, and in the marketplace daily
with those who happened to be there” (Acts 17:16,17).
Throw him into a prison and here’s what he would testify:
“I want you to know, brothers, that the things which
happened to me have actually turned out for the
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furtherance of the Gospel, so that it has become evident
to the whole palace guard, and all the rest, that my chains
are in Christ !” (Phil 1:12,13). Let a shipwreck land him
in an unknown island. He would conduct a 3-day
healing campaign there! (Acts 28:7-9).

Slogan or Action?

Most of our Churches have only adopted the mission-
aries of mission agencies, not birthed them. Even when,
say, 10 missionaries are sent from and supported by a
1000 member congregation, the Church has mobilized
only 1% of its force for direct evangelism. But if it can
challenge every member of the congregation to win just
one other person in the neighbourhood for Christ in a
matter of one year’s time, every year its strength will be
doubled! It’s mind-boggling. But this is how the early
Church grew. Only when this happens, we can say, “The
whole Church is carrying the whole Gospel to the whole
World!” Otherwise, this will remain merely as a slogan to
decorate the brochures and banners of our international
missions conferences!
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14
Can Conversions be Stopped?

The ordinance the Government of Tamilnadu brought
out in 2002 to ban forcible religious conversions triggered
controversy all over Tamilnadu and the Country, both
within Christian circles and other communities. The
reactions of the leaders of the various sections of the
Church were varied. There were protest fasts, marches
and closure of Christian institutions. The simple-minded
and sincere Christians were thrown in a wilderness of
confusion as to how they must respond to this Ordinance
of Prohibition of Forcible Conversions. As a Bible teacher
and a Mission mobilizer for over four decades, and as a
Tamil Christian, I present here my viewpoint. “I think I also
have the Spirit of God” (1 Cor 7:40).

Ordinances against conversions should not surprise
Christians, especially those in India. Anticonversion bills
have been in force in the States of Orissa and Madhya
Pradesh for many many years. Pioneer missionaries
working in these States are used to all these bills. In fact,
Church growth is only vigorous in such places.
Immediately after mentioning the word “church” for the
first time, Jesus declared, “The gates of hell shall not
prevail against it!” (Mt 16:18). The building of the Church
and battling against Satan will always go together (Neh
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4:17). We must not forget what Pharaoh and his task-
masters did to the people of God in Egypt. “The more they
afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew” (Ex
1:12). Mr. C. Rajaji that great Indian statesman had the
wisdom to understand this. He admonished antichristian
leaders, “Don’t crush Christians; they are bed-bugs!”
There was not a single period in the entire Church history
when evangelism was not opposed.

The Anti-conversion bill says that no one should be
converted from one religion to the other “by force,
allurements or fraudulent means.” In a country like India
where superstitions and sentimentality overrule rational
thinking, how will anyone give up his religion if he is
forced? It would have been sensible if an ordinance to ban
defections from one political party to another had been
promulgated! Only politicians are telling outright lies and
giving false promises to the illiterate masses of the country
and “allure” them to their parties for self-interest.

Jesus promised peace, joy, forgiveness and eternal life
to the people. If this is called “allurement,” sorry, we can’t
help it! All Christians are commissioned by Christ to
proclaim the Gospel of these blessings to everyone on
earth. The authority for this proclamation is given to them
by Jesus the King of kings (Mt 28:18-20). No government
can take away this authority from them. Preaching the
Gospel to the non-christians is statutory and obligatory for
Christians. Missionary work and evangelism are not
optional for the Church. A Christian who does not make
others Christians has failed in his calling. Any follower of
Jesus has to be a “fisher of men” (Mt 4:19).

We are not doing acts of charity to convert people but to
comfort them in their suffering because they are helpless.
Why did Mother Teresa (1910-1997) pick up babies from
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garbage, and the dying from the streets, and treat them in
her home? Why did the Australian Missionary Doctor,
Graham Staines (1941-1999) leave his country and work
among lepers in Orissa? We are imitating our Heavenly
Father who “makes His sun shine on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Mt
5:45). If folks are attracted to Christianity because of its
selfless and sacrificial service, and love for the poorest of
the poor and the downtrodden and the untouchables, is it
“allurement?” Undoubtedly such laws will become a
hindrance to the yeomen services rendered by several
Christian relief agencies for the poor and the marginalised.
In fact the Gospel of Christ enlightens the illiterates and
protects them from being exploited by cunning
businessmen who fund corrupt politicians.

God who sits in the heavens laughs at the antichristian
rulers because they are fighting a losing battle. I sincerely
urge all of them to read the second chapter of the Book of
Psalms in the Bible and be instructed.

I predict that such laws will usher in an unprecedented
revival in the Indian Church. In order that God’s ultimate
purpose in letting the rulers promulgate such laws may
not be defeated, I present here some practical counsel for
all Christians to follow.

1 Let prayer for missions and evangelism be our top
priority. When the first century preachers of the Gospel
were threatened, the first thing they did was bending of
their knees before the God of heaven and earth (Acts 4:23-
30). This prayer is worth memorizing. God honoured this
prayer by filling the believers with sublime boldness
through the Holy Spirit (v 31). Preachers and people have
spent too much time in praying for head aches and
stomach pains. It’s time we bring the proclamation of the
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Gospel and salvation of men and women to the top of our
prayer list (1 Tim 2:1-7).

2 Let the entire Church be mobilized for soulwinning
and evangelism. Teach every Christian how to win souls
for Christ. The results of personal evangelism will outwit
that of public meetings. Conduct more missionary con-
ventions and soulwinning classes than healing campaigns.
This may be the final hour of the endtime harvest in India.
Give the Sunday morning pulpit to a frontline missionary
or a mission leader atleast once a month. Let each member
of the congregation catch the missionary vision.

3 Don’t keep on addressing Christians in public
meetings, broadcasts and telecasts. The Church has been
guilty of evangelising the evangelised, comforting the
comforted, blessing the blessed, but neglecting the neg-
lected. The Hindu convert preachers must specialise on
speaking to and writing for the Hindu majority. The
percentage of Christians in India is just about three. Do
you know that over 90% of offerings received from people is
spent on this small group only? Gross injustice and subtle
imbalance!

4 Increase work among youth. College students and
other youngsters are enslaved by sex, drugs and movies.
They are tired of the hypocrisy and humbug of the
politicians. The Church has failed to address the issues of
young people specifically. When nearly 50% of the
population is below the age of 20, why not one of the 4 or 5
Sundays every month be observed as a Youth Sunday in
our Churches? As long as the youth meeting is conducted
only as an extra-curricular activity “after” the Sunday
Service, we will continue to lose our young men and young
women to Lucifer. See how many times the aged John
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refers to young men in his short Epistle (e.g. 1 Jn 2:12-14).
Who should be the main actors in God’s last day out-
pouring?—“sons... daughters... young men” (Acts 2:17).

5 Avoid using militant language in Gospel preaching.
Don’t shout, “India for Christ!” but say “Christ for India!”
Christ has not called us to christianize the world but
evangelize it. Don’t attack other religions. Don’t preach in
front of temples and mosques, and distribute gospel
pamphlets in religious festivals of non-christians. Respect
the sentimentality of others. Because of the blasphemous
remarks made by the leading Baptist preacher Jerry
Falwell of USA in October 2002 against Prophet Mohammed,
riots were ignited in Maharashtra, India, in which nine
people were killed. He later apologised in public and
assured that he would always show respect for other
religions, faiths and denominations. Preachers, beware of
lighting fires that could grow into a terrible conflagration!
Jesus grew not only in “favour with God” but also in
“favour with men” (Lk 2:52). That was the secret of the
daily phenomenal growth of the early Church too (Acts
2:47). Tolerance is a Christian virtue and it is not com-
promise. One of the greatest lessons of wisdom in Solomon
was that he ruled for 40 years without war. He had the
same enemies that Saul and David had, but was at peace
with them. They favoured and respected him, which
helped to make him great. That’s why God chose him, and
not David, to build the Temple (1 Chr 28:2,3,6).

6  As far as possible, don’t use non-Indian preachers in
public meetings. Christianity is already considered as the
white man’s religion in India. Don’t we have enough
evangelists in India who can preach with cultural under-
standing and sensitivity? It is only practical wisdom that
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we don’t use foreigners in direct evangelism in India. They
can help as trainers and equippers in seminaries and
seminars. Christianity in India, especially in Tamilnadu, is
highly westernised. Apostle Paul released the Gospel from
the Jewish clothing. Martin Luther released it from the
Latin clothing. Let’s do so from the Western clothing. I

often wonder why Christians celebrate English New Year
so enthusiastically, but they care the less for the Tamil
New Year or Telugu New Year and the like! We Christians
speak vernaculars that sound like Greek and Latin to the
non-christians. We are yet to realize why God got the New
Testament written in Greek the market language and not
in Hebrew the religious language of the Jews. Use updated
and simplified versions of the Tamil Bible, atleast while
addressing non-christians. “Unless we speak words easy
to understand, we will be speaking into the air!” (1 Cor
14:9).

7  The Church is divided and fractured. Jesus said that
a kingdom which is divided against itself shall not stand.
Satan is not divided. All his workers and agents work in
perfect harmony. Shame on us! Stop stealing sheep from
other folds. Put an end to fighting over matters which
matter not. Don’t attack other churches or preachers in
pulpit or print. We quote Paul and argue, “Did he not
openly warn people against men like Alexander?” (2 Tim

4:14). This was a personal letter written to an individual.
Even the Epistles to Churches were letters for private
circulation only. But our magazines are registered with the
Registrar of Newspapers in India, and the copies fall in the
hands of so many antichristian folks. What foolishness
that we attack our own preachers and ministries in our
magazines and periodicals! It is betrayal.
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8  God is looking for Josephs and Daniels to be placed in
high positions in civil administration. Years ago there
were so many Christian IAS officers in the Tamilnadu
Secretariat and District administration. Nowadays we
hardly come across Christian names in IAS cadre.
Christian youngsters are interested in computer science
and overseas jobs only. I call upon Christian youngsters to
work hard and aspire for administrative posts. We are the
salt of the earth. We are the light of the world. The society
will decay and die without salt and light. Parents, pastors
and preachers must motivate their youngsters to face this
challenge. Strong Christian presence in the government
will influence the decision-makers. For example, the impact
left in Collectorates, Directorates and the Secretariat by
Tamil Christian IAS officers like Mr. S. P. Ambrose,
Mr. Daniel Gunanithi, Mr. Wilfred Davidar and Mr. Jaga-
deesh Pandian is still sharp.

9  Let’s multiply our evangelistic activities but do so
with wisdom. Preaching of the Gospel is not banned. If
such a law would come up, we will have to obey God rather
than men (Acts 4:19,20). As per the anti-conversion bills,
there are certain legal formalities to be fulfilled before
baptising non-christian converts. Let’s go through them.
Who knows, this may be God’s way of stopping fake
conversions! We already have in the Church more
nominals than those really born again. I urge evangelists
not to do anything hastily and get everyone into trouble.
Zeal without knowledge is dangerous.

10 The Tamil Christians have perhaps sent more
missionaries to North India and spent more money for
missions than the Christians of other States during the
last five decades and more. “God is not unjust to forget
your work and labour of love which you have shown
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toward His Name” (Heb 6:10). However, in the recent years
the Tamil Christians have started to substitute praying
and giving for going. When the early Christians lingered on
in Jerusalem without moving out to Samaria and other
regions beyond, God sent severe persecution among them.
The result was, “They were all scattered throughout the
regions of Judea and Samaria... Those who were scattered
went everywhere preaching the Word” (Acts 8:1,4).
Chennai is the Jerusalem of India. If it is to scatter Tamil
Christians and Tamil preachers all over North India that
God has stirred the rulers to come up with this anti-
conversion ordinance, it is welcome!

(The next chapter is a sequel to this article.)
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15
How to Multiply Conversions

This message is a sequel to my article of the previous
chapter, Can Conversions be Stopped? When that was
published in the November 2002 issue of the Blessing
magazine, I was humbled by the overwhelming response to
it from Christians and Church leaders from all over the
world. Many acclaimed that it’s a prophetic voice in the
wilderness of confusion the Indian Church is passing
through.

God never had any surprise in all history and He will
never have one in future either. Because He has known the
end from the beginning, and as the Alpha and Omega of
eternity past to eternity future, He has already taught us in
His Scriptures how to defeat the enemy in any situation.
It’s now our responsibility to search the Scriptures with
the Holy Spirit’s help to work out a sound and successful
strategy against the sinister schemes of the serpent.

The Church is the only society on earth that exists solely
for the benefit of its non-members! As John Wesley (1703-
1791) rightly put it, “The Church has only one business,
and that is to win souls!” Christ has not just “commanded”
us but “commissioned” us to preach the Gospel. We have
no choice. Evangelisation of the world leading to the
multiplication of converts is our highest priority. Adverse
winds against evangelism may blow more and more
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vehemently in India in the years to come. The Church of
Jesus Christ must be sufficiently equipped for the difficult
days ahead. Here’s a list of 7 changes to be effected in our
conventional methods so conversions of non-christians to
Christ may be multiplied as never before.

1. Public Programmes vs. Personal Work

The impact that mass meetings leave in cities and towns
is unmistakable. The Gospel becomes the talk of the town.
It serves as an occasion for Christians to come out of their
minority complex. But it stirs up the hornet’s nest. The
antichristian forces get revived. This of course must be
anticipated and can be faced. But what’s discouraging is
that the gains in terms of genuine conversions are
generally minimal. The amount of time, money and energy
spent to conduct big programmes doesn’t seem to be worth
it. To worsen the situation, mass meetings in India are
usually sponsored and addressed by Western preachers.
Non-christians, especially caste Hindus, don’t relish it.
Their wrong notions about the origin of Christianity are
strengthened.

Christ preached to crowds, but He spent more time with
individuals and small groups. Peter and Paul did not
always have or look for huge audiences. Conversational
evangelism in houses and marketplaces was the most
effective method employed by the Lord and the disciples. In
spite of the widespread hostility that prevailed in the first
century, no one could stop personal soulwinning efforts or
conversions. Communism in India grew through tea
shops! Let’s spend more time in contacting individuals one
by one than for conducting huge meetings. This way we
will attract very little public attention but gather a plentiful
harvest. I salute Evangelist D. L. Moody (1837-1899) who
observed, “Handplucked fruits are the best!”
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2. Clergy vs. Laity

God does call certain individuals to give all their time for
the work of His Kingdom. They are to be supported by
those who are benefitted by the message they proclaim.
Churches must have pastors who would spend all their
time to tend the flock. Ministries must have leaders and
workers who can give all their time to realise the objectives
of the organisations. Ordaining anointed Christians
exclusively for the ministry of the Church has Scriptural
sanction. But in course of time the Body of Christ gets
divided into two groups—ministers and non-ministers.
This is utterly unscriptural. The ministry of every minister
in the Church is to make every member a minister (Eph
4:11,12). There is no non-clergy in the Church. All
members are “priests” to worship God (1 Pet 2:5), and to
witness for Him (v9).

Unless the doctrine of the priesthood and the
prophethood of all believers is restored fully in practice, too
few will be attempting to do too big a job accomplishing too
little. I am in fulltime Christian service from 1975 and I
have been instrumental in leading hundreds of youngsters
into fulltime ministry. But I have come to the conclusion
that evangelism is too big a task to be left to the
professionals. Wars are not fought by Generals but by
soldiers! In olden days the Spirit of God came on select
individuals only. But the endtime outpouring is promised
for “all flesh”— “sons... daughters... young men... old
men... men servants... women servants” (Acts 2:17,18).
This sort of outpouring is to get every Christian involved in
reaching every non-christian (v 21).

I plead with pastors to encourage and give ample
freedom to their members to develop creative methods of
Gospel communication. In the name of Church order and
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discipline, don’t try to structuralise every soulwinning
effort and kill enthusiasm. Every pastor must remember
that it is the sheep which litter and not the shepherd! (Jn
15:16).

3. Mega Structures vs. Smaller Units

The numerical strength of Church congregations has
now become the status symbol of many pastors. There’s a
rat race among ministers to have the largest Church in the
City or the State. Visits to South Korea might have triggered
this passion. When temples and mosques have overflowing
crowds, it is definitely not wrong to work for an exponential
growth in local congregations. Worshipping God and
celebrating His praises in huge gatherings is undoubtedly
exciting. More the merrier!

However, there are certain inherent evils in mega-
Churches. When the number increases too much,
interaction between believers and mutual ministry to one
another becomes almost impossible. Pastors suffer burn-
out when their ministries outgrow their capacity. Too
much of time, energy and money will have to be spent for
construction and maintenance of buildings. (For a broader
treatment, read What about mega-churches? from my
book, Bible Answers).

Gathering in the Temple and the synagogues was not a
continued practice of the early disciples. The house
churches became the beehive of activities including
breadbreaking (Acts 2:46; Rom 16:5; 1 Cor 16:19). The
Church went underground in China during communistic
oppression. A group of small congregations known as Little
Flock under the spiritual leadership of Watchman Nee
(1903-1972) is an example. The Church not only survived
but also thrived!



180

This is not a call to demolish or dismantle huge
structures, but to establish and strengthen smaller units
all over cities and towns. Felling a huge tree is compara-
tively much easier than weeding a field (Mt 13:29,30). A
“little leaven” will leaven the whole lump! (Mt 13:33). It is
not by calling people come to our places of worship but by
going to their workspots and dwellings, the Church will
grow faster. The Church-compound mentality has only
hindered church growth.

Para-church organisations also should not go on
increasing their size. In times like this, it is safer to have
five agencies with 200 staff each than one organisation
with 1000 workers.

4. Headquarters vs. Decentralisation

This aspect has specific relevance to missionary
organisations, evangelistic associations, relief agencies,
and the like. The concept of headquarters became popular
a couple of decades ago in pursuit of effective coordination.
An undisputed strong leader with the help of associates
and assistants would direct the work across the nation
from a central office. I believe that this era has come to an
end with the changing of times. The old system has to be
set aside if the full benefit of the new wine has to be
enjoyed. There are several reasons why we must think of
decentralisation—

 God raises a man, gives him a message, and a
movement is born. This founding leader is usually a
dynamic charismatic figure. After him, rarely does a single
man come up with equal gifting to succeed him. After Paul
it is usually a team of men like Timothy and Titus. There is
only one Mother Teresa, and only one Billy Graham.
Because the second leaders will be more or less equals, in
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order to give ample space for originality and creativity,
decentralisation is a must.

 The central offices of most of the Christian organi-
sations in India are situated in the Southern States. Which
means, the keyleaders are stationed in the South. But the
most unevangelised parts of the country are in the North.
Even though preachers and leaders from South are
“visiting” the Northern States for ministry, it is nothing like
“staying” in needy areas and creating a sphere of Christian
influence. Reaching the North Indian non-Christians will
not be effective without reviving the North Indian Christians.
Even though the Church was born in Jerusalem, it was
Antioch which gave birth to missions. Mobility is the
antidote for stagnation.

 Enemies of the Gospel will usually target central
offices of Christian missions. God is our Protector but we
must plan wisely. Otherwise what was the need for Joseph
to run away to Egypt with Mary and Baby Jesus at night?
God forbid, but even if one office is bombed (!), the
activities must not come to a grinding halt. The branch
offices should be able to run the show. In this computer
age, centralisation is not at all necessary for effective
coordination. Do you know that top military officials don’t
travel together in a single vehicle? Mission executives and
administrators should overcome the carnal desire to keep
all files and powers with themselves, and expect coworkers
report even breathing and sneezing.

5. Independence vs. Interdependence

To function independently is a basic instinct of the
fallen man. Desire for independence in Christian work is
usually born out of reluctance for accountability and lust
for applause. It’s the devil’s half-truth that we can move
faster and accomplish more if we do it all by ourselves.
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The last four or five decades (1950-2000) have wit-
nessed the mushrooming of scores of indigenous missions
in India. Many of them had a legitimate birth, whereas
others were reactionary in origin or started by a fresh
missiological graduate desirous of doing something for
God but was not willing to work with one of the existing
structures. Following apostle Paul in spirit, we can of
course rejoice that Christ is preached anyway (Phil 1:18).
But in the absence of networking and partnership, the
wastage of manpower and money because of duplication
and unhealthy competition is unimaginable. Even though
genuine organisations under God may go on from strength
to strength, the Body of Christ as a whole will get weaker
and weaker.

It is in crises we seek others. We are jolted to realize that
we can’t needle each other any longer because we badly
need each other! Each Church denomination and
Christian organisation has its strengths and weaknesses.
It’s time that 1 Corinthians 12 is expounded afresh from
every pulpit. Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a
favourite of revival preachers (Ezek 37). How can the
Church rise up as an army unless “the bones come
together, bone to bone” (v7)? Nothing can be accomplished
as long as feet are fighting with hands, and eyes with ears
(1 Cor 12:15,16).

Our enemy is common. That’s a sufficient reason why
we must be united. Unity does not mean agreeing with
others in everything. In fact we have more similarities than
differences among various Christian groups. The non-
Christians and the antichristians look at Christians as a
whole. They don’t even know how Roman Catholics and
Protestants are poles apart in faith. What an advantage!
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Dr. Sam Kamaleson of World Vision was the main
speaker in a Pastors Conference in Maharashtra years ago,
which I was attending with some of my colleagues. I have
forgotten most of what he preached but this: “One horse
can pull 2 tons whereas two can pull 27 tons!” (Dt 32:30;
Lev 26:8). Evangelism is a proven unifier in Christendom.

I have a long-cherished dream though it may appear
presumptuous. Why not Churches hold common worship
services localitywise atleast once in three months? Just
meeting together, though it may look superficial, will weed
out suspicions between leaders and help mutual
encouragement. Psalm 133 will no more be just a song. It
will become our story!

6. Adults vs. Youth

Youth-oriented programmes are not in proportion to the
percentage of youth in our Churches. Youth ministry is not
attractive to many preachers because in terms of revenue
it is all investment with very little returns. Many
youngsters from Christian homes go to Church because
they have no other choice. An average Sunday morning
sermon hardly has any message for them. Talks of Zion
and heavenly Jerusalem are totally irrelevant to them. The
theatrical performance and hidden agenda of preachers
are nauseating. On the whole, to young people religion is
boring. They are just too polite to say that!

I am appalled that even some of the “youth” organi-
sations switch gears to concentrate on adults and general
congregations. Youth work is no more their primary
objective. Walk into Christian bookstores and find out how
many youth books come out each year. Collect all
Christian magazines published in India and count how
many of them are for youth, or atleast allot pages regularly
to address youth issues. Secular press publishes so much
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to cater to youth. How many Christian TV programmes do
target youth? I am not despising old people, but I wonder
whether there’s no difference in the Holy Spirit giving
“visions” to young people and “dreams” to the old! (Acts
2:17b).

Youth are good in making friends. Their contacts in
schools and colleges and workspots are numerous.
Friendship evangelism is one of the most effective methods
of spreading the Gospel message. Until we have mobilized
our youth for evangelism, our manpower will remain low.
Youth are arrows in the hands of the Almighty (Psa 127:3-
5). They rarely miss the target!

Ministering to youth is an art. Very few are naturally
talented for this ministry. I would suggest that every
Church sends its pastor for a short-term training in youth
ministry — Or, atleast appoint a youth pastor exclusively
for work among youth. Elders and committee members
must avoid over-interference in youth matters. Tendency
for elders to despise youth has always been there (1 Tim
4:12a ; 1 Cor 16:10). Sarcastic remarks and unkind
comments will quench the enthusiasm of youth. Youth
grow when they are trusted and encouraged. They must be
given freedom to mix with the youth of other congre-
gations. They will serve as a link between Churches and
foster unity.

7. Preaching vs. Publishing

There could be two reasons why God allowed apostle
Paul to be imprisoned so often. One, to give him rest
amidst his tireless itinerant ministry; second, to give him
time so he would sit and write Epistles for the Church of
his day and future generations. India over the centuries,
especially in the 20th century, has produced some of the
finest Bible preachers in the world. The depth of their
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devotions and richness of their sermons have been
unparallelled. But unfortunately, not even 25% of their
spoken messages has been published.

I have a great regard for the preachers and Bible
scholars of the West. I am highly indebted to them for their
commentaries and study aids which I regularly use. But
having listened to the preachers of both the hemispheres
for nearly four decades, my unbiased comment would be
that the Biblical understanding and interpretation of the
Easterners are better and deeper than their Western
counterparts. But the Western Bible teachers are much
more disciplined in writing than the Indians. Lesser
publishing facilities in India compared to the West cannot
be always quoted as the excuse.

I believe that the winds of opposition to the Gospel
which blow all over India carry from God a message to the
Indian preachers. Let us not be discouraged by the doors
which are getting closed for public preaching. Learn to say
no to not-so-important speaking engagements. Spend
more time for rigorous study and writing. Away with casual
writings for which our periodicals are known. Let’s take
advantage of the fast-increasing literacy rate in India.
Internet is another God-given tool to get the message
across.

When the Jews opposed what Paul and Barnabas
spoke, they turned to the Gentiles (Acts 15:46). When the
Holy Spirit forbade Paul and his team to preach the Gospel
in Asia, they tried to go to Bithinia. When the Spirit would
not permit them go there either, they came down to Troas
and finally ended up in Macedonia where they got their
first European convert (Acts 16:6-15). When God closes
one door, He opens another! Blessed are those who can
find it!
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16
Why we Need not Fear

There’s no one who never fears! We all fear. The
incarnation of Jesus brought down God’s presence to His
people. “Immanuel... God with us!” (Mt 1:22,23). Apostle
John puts this as, “The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us” (Jn 1:14). Here then is “the” reason why we
need not fear: God is with us! (Psa 118:6; Heb 13:6).

In the redemptive blessings conveyed through the seven
covenant names of Jehovah we have the antidotes for fear.
There is a reflection of each of these in the events
associated with the birth of Christ. Jesus came in flesh
and blood to release us from the lifetime bondage of fear
(Heb 2:14,15).

1. Johovah-Jireh

Abraham called the name of the place, Jehovah-Jireh,
where God provided for him a lamb for sacrifice (Gen
22:14). He returned from the mountain shouting joyfully,
The Lord provided! Referring to this incident, Jesus
commented, “Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he
saw it and was glad” (Jn 8:56).

Fear is the tax that conscience pays to guilt. Adam
knew no fear before he sinned (Gen 3:8-11). But the
substitutionary death of Christ has paid in full the penalty
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for our sin. His blood cleanses us from all guilt (Heb 9:14).
We are now released from all fear, including the fear of
death which is the worst of all (Heb 2:14,15).

The angel told Joseph to name Mary’s Son as “Jesus,”
which means Saviour. Yes, the supreme mission of Christ
is saving His people from their sins (Mt 1:21). Therefore
we have no condemnation whatsoever (Rom 8:1). Don’t
allow the devil to intimidate you by pointing to any failure
or lapse in your life. The Lamb of God has taken away all
your sin. Disbelieve the lies of the devil. Confess the full
provision made for you in Calvary. Sing aloud, Rolled
away, Rolled away, Rolled away; The burden of my sin rolled
away! Do not fear!

2. Jehovah-Rapha

The diseases the Lord brought upon Egypt against
Pharaoh were awful. The suffering the Egyptians under-
went was fresh in the minds of the Israelites who had just
then exited from that land of bondage. Obviously there
were fears within. But the Lord encouraged His people by
a performance and a promise. He sweetened the bitter
waters of Marah. And He said to them, “I am the Lord who
heals you (Jehova-Rapha)” (Ex 15:23-26).

The birth of Christ was both a spiritual and a physio-
logical miracle. God became man. That was a spiritual
wonder. A virgin conceived without a man. That was a
physiological impossibility. Therefore in Jesus we have
both salvation for our souls and healing for our bodies.
He purchased both our spirit and our body by His death.
His blood cleanses us and His stripes heal us (Isa 53:5;
Mt 8:16,17).

People thronged to Jesus because they experienced
healing in His presence. He is the same today. His healing
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power has not vanished. Healing is “children’s bread.”
Don’t fear whatever your sickness is. When Mary asked
the angel how a virgin womb could conceive without a
man’s help, the answer was, “With God nothing will be
impossible!” (Lk 1:37). The angel also quoted the miracle
that Elizabeth her relative had experienced in her old age
(v36). Yes, God wants us to be strengthened in faith by
seeing what He has done to people in Bible times and is
doing today.

No one wants to be sick. The boldest among us gets
shattered when he is diagnosed for a dreadful disease.
Doctors tell us that worry and anxiety make a sick person
worse. No wonder Jesus spoke to many a sick person,
“Fear not!” Greying or loss of hair is not considered
serious. But even concerning that Jesus said, “The very
hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore!”
(Lk 12:7).

Even if God chooses not to heal us for reasons we cannot
know, we need not fear because we are safe in His hands.

3. Jehovah-Nissi

To commemorate the victory over Amalek, Moses built
an altar and called its name, Jehovah-Nissi, meaning “The
Lord is My Banner” (Ex 17:15).

Herod’s plot to kill Baby Jesus was defeated. It’s God’s
promise that no weapon that’s formed against us shall
prosper (Isa 54:17). We need not fear the enemy’s arrows
because the battle is not ours but the Lord’s.

The enemy may be too strong for us but not for God.
The Lord who indwells us is greater than Lucifer who
inhabits the world (1 Jn 4:4). The name prophesied for
the child Jesus was “Mighty God.” The government is upon
His shoulder. He is the King. Their’s no superceding of
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His rule (Isa 9:6,7). The Lord will thwart all the plans of
the enemy against us. A child of God need not fear any
sorcery or witchcraft. For us it is never, “See, what Satan
has done!” It is always, “Oh, what God has done!” (Num
23:23).

Put on the spirit of Nehemiah on the face of threats. He
refused to fear but prayed, “O God, strengthen my hands”
(Neh 6:9-11). Fear is the beginning of defeat. Kings like
Jehoshaphat and David withstood most terrifying
situations because they turned to the Lord in faith (2 Chr
20; Psa 55). The Lord Himself has said, “I will never leave
you nor forsake you.” In response we may boldly say, “The
Lord is my Helper; I will not fear. What can man do to
me?” (Heb 13:5,6).

The Lord sometimes allows the devil to imprison us.
There again His message is, “Do not fear... I will give you
the crown of life” (Rev 2:10). Prison to palace!

4. Jehovah-Shalom

While preparing him for his mission, the Lord appeared
to Gideon and said, “Peace be with you; do not fear!” He
built an altar there and called it Jehovah-Shalom which
means, “The Lord is Peace” (Judg 6:23,24).

Isaiah called the Babe of Bethlehem the “Prince of Peace”
(Isa 9:6). Zacharias prophetically sang, “The Dayspring
from on High has visited us... to guide our feet into the
way of peace” (Lk 1:78,79). Announcing the birth of Jesus
to the shepherds, the heavenly host said, “on earth peace!”
(Lk 2:14). With Mary’s Child in his arms, Simeon blessed
God and said, “Lord, now You are letting Your servant
depart in peace” (Lk 2:28,29).

Peace with God is the first outcome of justification (Rom
5:1). The Risen Christ’s repeated greeting to the disciples
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was, “Peace to you!” Shalom! (Jn 20:19,21,26). Promising
His own peace to them He said, “Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid” (Jn 14:27).

Fear destroys peace. Worry and anxiety are useless.
They cannot improve the situation a bit (Mt 6:27). But if
we turn on to God, His ununderstandable peace will flood
our hearts and minds (Phil 4:6,7). When we lean on
Christ’s bosom and relax into His hands, fear will flee.
Perfect peace will fill us (Isa 26:3). The Lord knows the
end from the beginning. Therefore He never panics. We
too can enjoy perfect calm amidst any storm if only we
remember that Christ is in the vessel. How shall we sink
when He has said, “Let’s go over to the other side?”

5. Jehovah-Raah

Interestingly the first announcement of the birth of
Jesus was to the shepherds! They got the news at once
(Lk 2:7-11). The angel referred to the place of Christ’s
birth as “the city of David.” Of all the portraits of Christ in
the Psalms of David, the best and the most loved is in
Psalm 23. Jehovah-Raah! “The Lord is my Shepherd!” As
a Shepherd, most fittingly, Jesus began His earthly life in
a manger, not a mansion.

David sang aloud the greatest effect of the Lord’s
shepherding care in Psa 23:4, “I will fear no evil; for You
are with me.” No fear because Immanuel! Loneliness, lack
of loving guidance and kind leadership are among our
most spelt-out problems in this age. Tension and
restlessness are characteristics of this busy world. True
comforters are rare. The deep longings of the soul and the
desires of the heart go unfulfilled. The inner man is starving.
The vacuum grows larger and larger. These problems end
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when we acquaint with Christ as our Shepherd. The
blessings spoken of in that beautiful twentythird Psalm
become real.

The entire world is going thro’ an economic crisis. Fear
grips men’s hearts and they are gasping in an atmosphere
of uncertainty. But a child of God “shall not want,” because
the Lord is his Shepherd. The Christian need not go after
gold and money. Instead, goodness and mercy shall come
after him (Psa 23:6). The Lord who took care of him yester-
day will be sufficient for today and tomorrow. His pastures
never dry up! (v2).

6. Jehovah-Tsidkenu

Jeremiah prophesied, “Behold, the days are coming,
says the Lord, that I will raise to David a Branch of
Righteousness... Now this is His name by which He will
be called: The Lord Our Righteousness (Jehovah-
Tsidkenu)” (Jer 23:5,6; 33:15,16). He who was conceived
by the virgin was called the “Holy One” (Lk 1:35).

No one is righteous before God. All our righteousness
is like filthy rags. We are all prodigals. There’s a stink of
sin over us. We are least worthy of any favour from God.
But He loves us too much to cast us away when we go to
Him. He clothes us with His robe of righteousness. Christ
Himself becomes our Righteousness and Sanctification
(1 Cor 1:30).

Apart from Christ there’s nothing good in us. But the
devil makes us forget this central truth and believe that
God’s desire over us is only according to our own goodness.
As a result, every failure fills us with more and more
negative fear. A feeling sets deep that we’ll never make it.
The devotional exercises then become mere formalities
and the joy of the Lord vanishes.
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Unhappy Christians are those who always think about
the commandment of holiness but forget the promise of
holiness. “Be holy as I am holy” — is only one side of the
coin. The other side is, ‘I am the Lord who makes you
holy.” Jehovah-Tsidkenu! “The righteous are bold as a
lion” (Prov 28:1). Shout your righteousness because of
Christ. Shut your ears to the accuser. Never fear!

7. Jehovah-Shammah

The blessing of Bethlehem culminates in New
Jerusalem. The name of the Holy Child was Immanuel,
meaning “God with us.” The name of the Holy City shall
be Jehovah-Shammah, meaning “The Lord is there”
(Ezek 48:35).

Where the presence of the Lord is, there is fullness of
joy. The joy of the Lord drives out all fear. “There is a river
whose streams shall make glad the city of God... God is in
the midst of her... Therefore we will not fear” (Psa 46:4,5,2).
The assurance of God’s presence keeps our feet firm even
when mountains shake and waters roar (vv 2,3).

The Lord may at times hide Himself but never will be
absent. When things seem to go from bad to worse, from
all directions there will be the echoing of the question,
“Where is your God?” Such moments of darkness are only
to teach us to walk by faith. Jesus was forsaken for a
moment by the Father so we may never be forsaken.

The departing words of the Risen Lord are most
assuring: “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of
the age” (Mt 28:20). In this age, the Lord is with us. In the
age to come, we will be with Him — for ever and ever! We
are never alone!

Why then should we fear?
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17
How to Stay Young

Everybody wants to live long, but nobody wants to get
old. Even though ageing cannot be avoided, people try to
hide it. Hair dye is one of the fast-selling cosmetics! “Old”
people prefer to be called as “senior” citizens! It’s an
instinct in man to stay and appear young.

At 67 this year (2014) I believe I have reasonably enough
of knowledge and experience to advise senior citizens. So
many books and articles have been published by the
secular press giving tips on maintaining youthfulness.
They mostly talk about food habits, physical exercises
and mental attitudes. This article is from a spiritual
perspective. It is the state of the inner man that’s reflected
on the outside. Paul the aged testified, “Even though our
outward man is perishing, yet the inward  man is being
renewed day by day” (2 Cor 4:16).

Spirituality is the most important factor in enabling us
stay young. It is said,

You are as young as your faith,
as old as your doubt;

as young as your self-confidence,
as old as your fear;

as young as your hope,
as old as your despair.
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Instead of worrying about adding years to our life we
should try adding life to our years. Here lies the secret
why some feel old at forty whereas others feel young at
eighty. I’ve gathered here from the Bible five spiritual
exercises to help you stay young.

1. Praise God for your past, present and future.

“Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me,
bless His holy Name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget
not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, who
heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from
destruction, who crowns you with lovingkindness and
tender mercies, who satisfies your mouth with good things,
so that YOUR YOUTH IS RENEWED like the eagle’s” (Psa
103:1-5).

We Christians recite the first two verses of this Psalm
too often but we fail to realize that a spirit of praise and
thanksgiving reminds us how God Himself is interested
in the renewal of our youthfulness. Give no place to
complaining or murmuring. When you “forget” God’s
benefits, you dump yourself in depression and die of self-
sympathy.

Count your blessings
instead of your crosses;

Count your gains
instead of your losses;

Count your joys
instead of your woes;

Count your friends
instead of your foes;

Count your smiles
instead of your tears;
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Count your courage
instead of your fears;

Count your full years
instead of your lean;

Count your kind deeds
instead of your mean;

Count your health
instead of your wealth;

Count on God
instead of yourself!

Salvation from sin is one benefit the remembrance of
which can excite us everyday (Isa 12:3). Any other good
thing in life gets its enjoyment value decreased day by
day. But the remembrance of God’s saving grace keeps
on intensifying our joy. The song of salvation is ever  “new”
(Psa 40:1-3). That’s why David puts forgiveness at the top
of the list of God’s benefits (Psa 103:3a). When we rejoice
in the God of our salvation, our mind is in a state of
happiness. Medical science confirms that happy people
in general are healthy people.

Read through the 103rd Psalm as often as possible. It
will read like your autobiography. It speaks about fathers,
children, generations, lifespan, covenant, etc. All these
are subjects of interest for those growing old. The Psalm
begins and ends with, “Bless the Lord, O my soul!” Praise
does not come forth naturally all the time. I must
“command” my soul to bless the Lord!

The Psalmist elsewhere confesses, “You are my hope,
O Lord God; You are my trust FROM MY YOUTH. By You I
have been upheld FROM MY BIRTH; You are He who took
me out of my mother’s womb. My PRAISE shall be
CONTINUALLY of You” (Psa 71:5,6).
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2. Wait before God with meditation & reflection.

“The everlasting God gives power to the WEAK, and to
those who have no might He INCREASES STRENGTH. Even
the YOUTH shall faint and be weary, and the young men
shall utterly fall, but those who wait on the Lord shall
RENEW THEIR STRENGTH; they shall mount up with wings
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall
walk and not faint” (Isa 40:29-31).

It’s good to go jogging for improving blood circulation
and increasing muscle strength. But the daily exercise of
sitting before the Lord with an open Bible and an open
mind, as the above Scripture passage promises, will renew
our strength and restore spiritual energy to our inner man.
The blessedness of brokenness belongs to those who spend
unhurried time before the Lord their Creator. Hardening
of the heart ages people more quickly than hardening of
the arteries. Comparing his life on earth to a pilgrimage, the
Psalmist testifies concerning God’s Word, “Your statutes
have been my SONGS in the house of my pilgrimage” (Psa
119:54). Recalling his many tears and fears of life he
affirms to God, “Unless Your law had been my delight, I
would then have perished in my affliction” (119:92).

Every average Christian has in his bookshelf numerous
un-read books which he has purchased over the years.
Use the leisure time of the old age to read these books,
especially the biographies and autobiographies of God’s
saints and servants. You are never too old to read. Hear
apostle Paul addressing Timothy: “The time of my
departure is at hand... I have finished the race... Be diligent
to come to me quickly... Bring the cloak... when you come
— AND THE BOOKS, especially the parchments” (2 Tim
4:6,7,9,13).
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Your spirit will soar high when you read how the saints
of old handled their old age problems. One afternoon in
October 1931 Amy Carmichael fell and broke a leg and
dislocated an ankle; complications set in which, added to
her thirtysix years of unbroken service in India, left her
an invalid for the rest of her life. Yet from her bed—
often lying completely flat — she continued her ministry
in Dohnavur. She kept in touch with the outside world
through her correspondence and, with help, wrote
thousands of letters. Already the author of many books,
she wrote a further thirteen works during this period, as
well as revising her other titles and producing more poetry.
In all her struggles she learned “to know Christ, in the
power of His resurrection, and in the fellowship of His
sufferings.”

Listen to music and message CDs. These days we have
the entire New Testament or the Bible on CDs. Hearing is
sometimes less strenuous than reading in old age. A
Jewish proverb says, “For the ignorant, old age is as winter;
for the learned, it is a harvest!”

3. Serve God and people actively and joyfully.

Moses was 80 when God called him. Although he cited
many excuses, he never mentioned his old age. He was
active in serving God and His people till his death. The
Scripture records, “Moses was one hundred and twenty
years old when he died. His eyes were not dim nor his
natural vigour abated” (Dt 34:7).

There may be retirement from secular jobs and even
from Christian ministerial positions. But God never
relieves anyone from serving Him just because of age. It
is advised that retired people take up regular voluntary
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work in service organisations. Idling will lead to all sorts
of physiological and psychological maladies. An idle man’s
mind becomes the devil’s workshop. Don’t lose your
enthusiasm. Walterson was right when he said, “Years
wrinkle the face, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the
soul.”

Though Zacharias was “well advanced in years,” he was
serving as a priest before God. It was when he was burning
incense in the Temple he had the angelic visitation with
the promise of the birth of John the Baptist, the greatest
prophet ever to be born (Lk 1:6-13).

John Wesley (1703-1791) the founder of Methodism
travelled 250 miles a day for 40 years; preached 40000
sermons; produced 400 books; knew 10 languages. At 83
he was annoyed that he could not write more than 15
hours a day without hurting his eyes. At 86 he was
ashamed he could not preach more than twice a day. He
complained in his diary that there was an increasing
tendency to lie in bed until 5-30 in the morning!

History abounds with such testimonies of senior
citizens. Michelangelo was still composing poetry and
designing structures in his 89th year. He painted the
ceiling of Sistine Chapel on his back on a scaffold at near
90. Milton completed Paradise Lost when 57 and Paradise
Regained at 63. George Bernard Shaw  wrote some of his
famous plays at 80. Webster wrote his monumental
dictionary at 70. Mother Teresa,  a heart patient with so
many ailments, never lost her smile in ministering to the
unwanted and unlovables until she died at 87.

I admire my parents who served the Lord and ministered
to people till death. Daddy who retired as an Army officer
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and later as a security officer from an Engineering College

was selling Bibles, Testaments and hymnbooks till the

day prior to his death. Mummy who had been operated

for breast cancer kept visiting Christian homes, praying

for families, and raising funds for missionary work until

she could walk or write no more due to secondaries which

terminated her life. Margaret Deland’s advice to old
people is intelligent: “As soon as you feel too old to do a

thing, do it!”

4. Enjoy the fellowship of God’s people.

“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall

flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bear

FRUIT in old age; they shall be FRESH and FLOURSHING”

(Psa 92:13,14).

There’s fullness of joy in God’s presence. When we

gather with the fellow saints in the Name of Christ and

worship the Lord, our hearts rejoice and tongues are

glad. This also blesses our physique with a refreshing

restfulness (Acts 2:25,26). Though the things of the world

give us temporary kicks of pleasure, they ultimately sap

us of our vitality and vibrance. It is because the devil is

basically a thief. But the presence of the Lord we enjoy in

the sheepfold of Jesus adds life to life so we may enjoy it

abundantly (Jn 10:10; Acts 2:28).

Sustained youthfulness is one of the promises of the

New Heaven and New Earth. “No more shall an infant

from there live but a few days, nor an old man who has

not fulfilled his days; for the child shall die one hundred

years old!” (Isa 65:17,20). What is New Heaven and New
Earth other than the “literal” presence of God in our midst?
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(Rev 21:1-3). The “spiritual” presence of God we can
experience today does have the characteristic of the future
glory, though partially.

It is good to involve in social clubs, but beware of getting
mixed up too much with the worldlings. Gossip and vain
chats will leak your spiritual vigour. “Nobody grows old
by merely living a number of years. People grow old only
by deserting their ideals,” is an old saying.

Don’t feel left out if you cannot shout or sing or jump
like others in a worship service or a fellowship meeting.
Though these expressions are welcome, it is the spirit of
the worshipper that ultimately matters. What you mean
and how much you mean it is what God is interested in.
That is the meaning of worshipping God in spirit and in
truth (Jn 4:24).

5. Spend time with youngsters and men of vision.

Caleb at 85 referring to an incident that happened
fortyfive years before testified, “ I am as strong this day
as I was on the day that Moses sent me; just as my strength
was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going
out and for coming in” (Josh 14:11). This confession he
made exatly on his 85th birthday (v 10c). For his birthday
he desired not a sponge cake but a steep mountain (v12)!
All this was because he refused to join the pessimistic
majority (Num 13:30-33). Overcautiousness is typical of
old age whereas young people are known for venturing
and taking risks. Risking is a companion of faith.

Earl Wilson observed, “We spend the first half of our
lives trying to understand the older generation, and the
second half trying to understand the younger generation.”
Alongwith a few College students of my age, in the
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sovereign plan of God, I founded the Blessing Youth
Mission in 1971 when I was 25. Even though we have
consistently maintained the youth emphasis in all the
activities of the Mission, most of us leaders in our fifties
and sixties experience tensions with the youth because of
the generation gap. Unless we spend sufficient time with
the youngsters to listen to them, play with them and enjoy
their jokes, we become irrelevant in what we write or speak
to them. Personally, this exercise keeps my spirit youthful.
I am always amazed how the apostle John in his nineties
could address specifically the old people, youngsters and
little children (1 Jn 2:12-14).

Associating with young people is not only for your own
good but also for theirs. Years ago an old professor took
me aside after I preached in an evening service and told
me, “Stanley, I’m glad God has taken you in His hand.
Give yourself to simple living and high thinking. This is
the only advice I have for you.” Perhaps but for this timely
counsel, I would have succombed to the pull of the
material-minded ministerial stream that runs in full force
these days. I once spent an evening with George Verwer
the founder of Operation Mobilisation. He was telling me
how he had become tired of self-made apostles and high
sounding titles (Rev 2:2b). This has given me an
unforgetable warning to discern between leadership that
is self-assumed and God-appointed. While having tea with
the saintly prophet Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) in his
humble home, he was sharing with me how he had been
weeping rather than sleeping the previous night over the
condition of Christendom. More than all his revival classics
that I had read, this one statement intensified my burden
for revival. I can go on listing the indelible impressions
that God’s seasoned men have left on my heart.
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In conclusion let me quote the conviction of an

unknown old man:

I shall not mind

the whiteness of my hair,
Or that slow steps

falter on the stair,
Or that young friends

hurry as they pass,
Or what strange image

greets me in the glass —
If I can feel as the roots

feel in the sod
That I am growing old to bloom

before the face of God!
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18
How to Die Triumphantly

Death is the greatest fact of life. We are not here to
stay; we are here to go. There is nothing more certain

than death, and nothing more uncertain than the time of
dying. We must therefore be prepared at all times for that

which may come anytime.

“The day of death is better than the day of one’s birth,”
proclaimed Solomon the wise (Eccl 7:1). “Lord, teach us

to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom,”
prayed Moses (Psa 90:12). “It ought to be the business of

everyday to prepare for our last day,” penned Matthew
Henry (1662-1714), the Bible Commentator. And Spurgeon

(1834-1892) preached, “He who does not prepare for death
is more than an ordinary fool; he is a mad man!”

As Christ was, so are we in this world. The Scriptures

teach us that we must live like Him. If Christ is the pattern
for our living, so is He for our dying too. It of course does

not mean that we also must die at thirtythree on a Roman
cross near Jerusalem! But the principles which governed

Him in both life and death are for us to follow. His seven
sayings from the cross are guideposts for us to a

triumphant death.
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1. Carry no bitterness.

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
do” (Lk 23:24).

Jesus could so magnanimously pray for the forgiveness
of His executors and torturers because His very life was
characterized by forgiveness throughout. If a man lives
right, he will die right. Even when Jesus rebuked or

whipped people, it was out of purest love. Stephen followed
his Master ditto (Acts 7:60).

Someone said, “In a world where death is, we should
have no time to hate!” Let us be as kind as we can today;
tomorrow we may not be here. Paul warned the Ephesian
Christians, “Do not let the sun go down on your anger”
(Eph 4:26). Let not our life end with anger, bitterness and

grudges. We are heading towards a land which people
entered just because they were forgiven. Shall we leave
people behind us here on earth hurt and unforgiven? Jesus
would not have anyone offer his gift at the earthly altar
without reconciling with his offended brother (Mt 5:23,24).
Will He demand less when we appear before Him in His
literal presence?

Only a life of love today can guarantee us “boldness in
the day of judgment” (1 Jn 4:17). “For judgment is without
mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy
triumphs over judgment” (Js 2:13).

Rush to the offended at once. Embrace the hurting.
Reconcile with the wronged. Restitute matters. Return

whatever does not belong to you. Withdraw court cases.
Apologise freely. Forget the past. Owe no one forgiveness.
Die debt-free!
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2. Concern yourself with the lost.

“Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in
Paradise” (Lk 23:43).

Soulwinning was the overriding business in the life of
Jesus. He asserted again and again that He had come
primarily to seek and save the lost. He sacrificed rest and
sleep in order to help earnest enquirers. He changed
itinerary in order to minister to sincere seekers. He was a
Friend of Sinners everywhere, even on the cross.

“Jesus was not crucified in a Cathedral between two
candles, but on a cross between two criminals — on the
town garbage heap, at a crossroads so cosmopolitan that
they had to write His title in three languages — Hebrew,
Latin and Greek — at the kind of place where cynics talk
smut, thieves curse, and soldiers gamble. Because that is
where He died, and that is what He died about, that is
where churchmen ought to be, and what churchmen
should be about!” (Pulpit Helps, April ’94).

No man is ready to die until he has believed on Christ.
After he has believed, he has no greater and nobler job
than to stop unbelievers who are rushing to Christless
eternity.

It was his sin of omission that landed the rich man in
hell. He had not been concerned about the needy and
suffering. His indifference towards missionary work during
his days on earth is understood distinctly from his
desperate cry to Abraham to send Lazarus to his five
unconverted brothers! (Lk 16:27,28).

 Beloved, invest your time to pray continuously for
the perishing souls. George Muller (1805-1898) prayed for
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his two drunkard friends for nearly 40 years. They got
converted only at his funeral service but went as overseas
missionaries. Our prayers and tears are not wasted but
kept in God’s book and bottle (Psa 56:8).

 Invest your talents to proclaim zealously the message
of Christ. Consecrate your skills, studies and strength for
the service of God. Go wherever you can to bless people,
and do whatever you can to bring them in. D.L. Moody
(1837-1899) desired, “After I die, I want a monument of
two legs carrying the Gospel!”

 Invest your treasure to pay generously for the
material needs of the work of God. That’s how you can
stockpile treasure in Heaven, where it’s safe from moth
and rust and burglers (Mt 6:20). At death we leave behind
all we have and take with us all we gave!

Those faithful in stewardship responsibilities will be
greeted hilariously with the Master’s Welldone and
Welcome! (Mt 25:21,23,34).

Let’s keep ourselves reminded of the Poem by C.T. Studd
(1862-1931), the famous cricketer turned missionary —

Only one life;
It’ll soon be past;
Only what’s done for Christ

Will last!

3. Care for your family.

“Woman, behold your son!... Behold your mother!”
(Jn 19:26,27).

In his concerns a Christian must give high priority to
his family. The Bible establishes, “If anyone does not
provide for his own, and especially for those of his family,
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he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever”
(1 Tim 5:8). Jesus’ concern for His widowed(?) mother as
the eldest son grew out of this conviction.

Though Joseph’s brothers had meant evil against him,
he made ample provisions for them and their families in
Egypt before he died (Gen 47:5,6; 50:19-22). So also did
David for his father’s house even though he was the last
son (1 Sam 22:1-4).

For the dead it is just a promotion into the glory land,
but for the bereaved it is gloom and loss — especially for
the spouse and the children. God is so compassionate
towards them that He is called the Defender of the widows
and the Father of the fatherless (Psa 68:5). Do not wait to
reach your seventies to start making provisions for the
family. Even as you earn daily bread now, prayerfully work
out means to provide for the future of the family. A careless
attitude that God would take care of your dependents is
anti-Biblical (2 Cor 12:14; Prov 19:14).

A word about dividing the properties will be appropriate
here. Bitter fights arise among brothers and sisters after
the passing away of parents because of partiality in
partition. In India the worst affected is girls. It is illegal
and un-Christian. God is displeased with such step-
motherly treatment given to them. In fact the weaker sex
must be given stronger support to survive in this male-
dominated society (1 Cor 12:24,25).

When God blesses you, realize your responsibility for
the wellbeing of your poor relatives also. Do not become
too selfish to look beyond your closest family circle. Use
your status and position to bring up your underprivileged

kinsfolk. God honours this largeheartedness (Esth
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4:13,14). Saul made his cousin and David his nephew as

commanders in their armies (1 Sam 14:50; 1 Chr 2:16; 2

Sam 8:16). Such sincere help to the deserving is not

nepotism.

4. Cry to God.

“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”

(Mt 27:46).

Jesus was perfectly divine as well as fully human.
Nowhere is the combination more evident than on the

cross (2 Cor 13:4). His absolute identification with man is

the absorbing inspiration for us.

Though death is a blessing in so much as it puts an

end to all temptations and sorrows, it is still an enemy
that every human being dreads (1 Cor 15:26). The God-

given instinct in man is a desire to live than to die (Psa

118:17). The “fear of death” is therefore natural, but Jesus

delivers us from the “bondage” to this fear (Heb 2:15). He

tasted the sorrow of death and death itself, so He may

uphold us while we walk through the “valley of the shadow

of death” (Mt 26:37,38; Heb 2:9; Psa 23:4).

King Hezekiah wept bitterly when prophet Isaiah

announced he would die in his sickness. God saw his

tears and mercifully added fifteen years to his life (Isa

38:1-5). God’s general promise is that He would satisfy

us with long life (Psa 91:16). Therefore we can pray, “O

my God, do not take me away in the midst of my days”

(Psa 102:24). But in comparison with endless eternity,

thirty years or ninety years here make no difference. John,

Jesus and James died at the zenith of their career; but

who can say they died too early?
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Most of what Jesus spoke from the cross was quotations
from the Old Testament. He prayed the actual Scripture
verses (Psa 22:1). We too are admonished to be filled with
the word of Christ so our prayers may be meaningful and
our praise graceful (Col 3:16). Make memorisation of
Scripture alongwith its meditation a regular practice. The
Holy Spirit will remind us of the appropriate passage at
the hour of darkness.

“Every man must do two things alone: he must do his
own believing, and his own dying,” observed Martin Luther
(1483-1546). This is referring to human companionship.
But the Lord Himself has promised, “I will never leave
you nor forsake you...I am with you always, even to the
end of the age” (Heb 13:5; Mt 28:20).

5. Convey your desires.

“I thirst!” (Jn 19:28).

Death has snatched away thousands before they
communicated to the family and friends their desires and
wish. One reason for their failure was that they never
realised that death could be sudden and unexpected.

The Bible records excellent speeches of God’s men
delivered at the eve of their death. Study these passages:
Gen 49; 50:24-26; Dt 29-34; 2 Sam 23:1-7; Jn 14-17;
Acts 20:17-38; 2 Tim 4; etc.

Christian leaders must prepare the nextliners even as
they are developing their own ministries. Jesus, Paul and
many apostles trained secondliners from the very start of
their public ministry (Mt 4:17-19; Acts 16:1-3). It is such
a loss to the Kingdom when pastors and preachers keep
everything to themselves until they become bedridden.
Jesus spent more time with His select men than the masses.
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Without regular and meaningful communication we cannot
leave precious legacy behind. It is an excercise of faith
(Heb 11:22).

God requires of parents to teach and instruct their
children to continue the godly traditions and never sell
their heritage for a short-term appetite (Gen 18:19). Before
apportioning properties and jewels to the children, set
aside a sizeable portion for God. Make endowments for
the Kingdom needs. Hear Solomon’s wisdom: “There is a
severe evil which I have seen under the sun: Riches kept
for their owner to his hurt...As he came from his mother’s
womb, naked shall he return” (Eccl 5:13-15).

Several of our organs like eyes can brighten and
lengthen the life of our fellowmen. Why bury them to
become dust and ashes? Register with the nearest
eyebanks and such institutions and instruct your family
what to do in the event of your death. Kingdom-minded
people cannot waste money on expensive cemeteries. The
great missionary Amy Carmichael (1861-1951) instructed
her associates not to build a tomb for her but just make a
bird-bath where she would be buried. Burying or burning
makes no difference. It’s all the same. The spirit goes back
to the Creator, but the body becomes dust for dust and
ashes for ashes (Eccl 12:7). Don’t tell your spouse to
remain unmarried (Mt 22:23-33; Rom 7:2), or instruct
your grandson whom to marry!

6. Concentrate on completing your work.

“It is finished!” (Jn 19:30).

God expects each of us to finish whateve work He has
assigned to us. In His wisdom He has granted us sufficient
space and strength. Even before going to the cross, Jesus
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testified that He had finished the work His Father gave
Him (Jn 17:4). Missionary Paul declared the same thing:
“I have finished the race” (2 Tim 4:7). There are certain
underlying principles for such accomplishment—

 Don’t procrastinate! “Do not boast about to-
morrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth”
(Prov 27:1). Be brisk. Work hard (Eccl 9:10).

 Don’t overcommit! Know your limitations. Don’t try
to do everything. Prioritize your life. Don’t extend your
borders beyond God’s gifting and enablement (Rom 12:3;
2 Cor 10:14,15; Eccl 3:10,11).

 Don’t be a soloist! Delegate responsibilities. Share
the work (Mt 26:19; Eph 4:16).

 Don’t be a perfectionist! Our work must be neat and
tidy, but somewhere we must stop, because except what
God does, everything will be less than perfect.
Perfectionists make their lives and those of others
miserable (Eccl 7:16). Also they accomplish less.

 Don’t sidetrack! Stay in your calling. Don’t shoot
rabbits while going for deer-hunt. Trivial things leave us
exhausted. It is said, If you have two aims you have one
too many! “David, after he had served his own generation
by the will of God, fell asleep” (Acts 13:36).

7. Commit your spirit.

“Father, into Your hands I commend My spirit”
(Lk 23:46).

Perfect submission, perfect delight!
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Angels descending bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love!
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“If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to
the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the
Lord’s” (Rom 14:8). Only God decides the time of our death
(Jn 19:10,11). We will not die before the appointed time.
Let us therefore relax. “Why are you cast down, O my
soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in
God ... My times are in God’s hand” (Psa 42:11; 31:14,15).
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