
Growing, Naturally.



Welcome to 
the   Mackenzie 
Region

“Such would be the field 
for commercial enterprise, 
and incalculable would be 

the produce of it.” 

- Sir Alexander Mackenzie



The conditions in Mackenzie Region are ripe for 
growth. Our summer days are longer. In the winter,  
cold temperatures kill off most of the pests. Wind 
direction and a forest break to the south make for  
lower crop disease pressures.

Thanks to an abundance of “new” soil, most of 
Alberta’s new organic operations came in the north, 
specifically in Mackenzie Region, in 2018. That year, 
272 of our 700-some farms were organic, making up 
about 40% of all organic operations in the province.   

Competitive advantage is a cornerstone of agriculture 
in Mackenzie Region, and this advantage is thanks 
largely to the support of County Council, Regional 
Economic Development Initiative (REDI), and of course, 
the many good people of the Mackenzie Region 
(23,869 at last count, with more coming every year).

We also have the benefit of insights from the 
Mackenzie Applied Research Association (MARA),  
a nonprofit research institute providing our region’s 
growers with recommendations based on sound 
science and evidence specific to our region. This is  
how we are able to constantly adapt to changing 
markets and to grow crops in line with the latest 
consumer and processor demands. 

Our oats grow larger and heavier than elsewhere. 
Our hemp grows taller. We grow oil seeds with higher 
protein and omega content. As our crops grow 
larger, so does the market demand and reputation for 
Mackenzie Agriculture products.

Crop Secret

“We don’t produce high quality organic peas 
or milling oats just by chance. The extra hours 
of sun and great soil help the hard-working 
organic producers produce outstanding pulses 
and cereals!”

D. Doerksen



“If you live here long enough, you begin to sense 
when things are changing. And something big is 
definitely starting to happen here right now.”

D. Friesen, resident since 1986

In the year 2000, there were only 17 million hectares 
of organic farmland in the world; within 20 years, that 
number has quadrupled, and the global market for 
organic food surpassed $100 billion US per year.

Of course organic foods are popular: They are higher 
in nutrient count and healthy fats. They contain fewer 
pesticides, heavy metals, and carcinogens. And, with 
sustainability becoming an evermore powerful global 
force, the smart money is clearly on organics. 

It takes more than money, though. Certified organic 
food, feed, and seed must meet the strict requirements 
of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. The producer 
must also prove that no prohibited substances were 
used on their property in the last three years. 
 
For these reasons, organic farming is reaching  
critical mass in much of the continent. 

The “newer” lands of Mackenzie Region, however, 
boast an impressive wealth of organic farmland 
acreage. Today, more than half of the province’s  
organic producers live in the Mackenzie Region. 

In 2018, the 272 organic operations in our region 
included a significant percentage of organic oat and 
organic pea acreage in Canada.

Recently, investments in logistics infrastructure  
have bolstered large-scale adoption of organic 
agriculture. As one of the most concentrated  
sourcing regions for organic oats in all of North 
America, opportunities for organic processors to 
capitalize on this trend are ample. 

It is an exciting time to be on the frontier of an 
organic revolution!

Room to Grow



MACKENZIE 
AGRICULTURE 
FACTS & FIGURES 

Mackenzie Region’s five 
main communities include 
High Level, Zama City, 
Rainbow Lake, Fort 
Vermilion and La Crete.

The Mackenzie Region is approximately 
700 km northwest of Edmonton and 
7,761,580 hectares (80,478 square 
kms), making it the the largest and most 
northern Agriculture zone in Canada.

The Mackenzie Region 
holds 36% of the Peace 
Region's natural gas 
reserves and 80% of its 
light-medium crude oil 

In 2016, 581 Mackenzie 
County farms covered a 
total 595,648 Acres  
of land.

Makenzie Agriculture  
Land Inventory (in acres)  
is as follows: 
 
Crop   371,972 
Fallow  21,751 
Pastureland 87,654 
Other   114,271 

The Makenzie Region 
has 19 hours of daytime 
sunlight in the summer, 
making for longer 

Mackenzie Agriculture generally 
produces much higher 1000 seed 
weights. Among producers that are 
purchasing pedigreed seed to sow, 
there is a perceived advantage in  
seed vigour from larger seeds.

The Mackenzie Region grows 
many acres of organic peas 
each year. India is the largest 
buyer of Alberta’s dry field 
peas at $118 million annually. 

Total population of the 
Mackenzie Region  
(2018): 23,869 

There were 272 reported  
organic operations in Mackenzie 
Region in 2018. Cereals dominate 
the organic field sector in  
Alberta, accounting for nearly  
80% of production. 

Winters in the Mackenzie Region are 
colder, killing off most of the pests.  
As a result, fewer pesticide 
treatments are required for crops.

Alberta accounts for nearly 40% of all 
organic oat production in North America. 
The Mackenzie Region is one of the most 
concentrated sourcing regions for organic 
oats in all of North America.
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“This is frontier land, and we are frontier people. 
We rise to a challenge, and at times, we might have 
to work a little harder, but the products of that work 
are like nothing else in the world.”

R. Steffen, resident since 1964
The Mackenzie Region hosts the Peace River, one of  
the most aptly-named rivers in the world. Perfect 
silence stretches out for acres, interrupted here and 
there by a bewildering variety of wildlife. 

It’s peaceful, absolutely. But it’s never boring.

Do you golf? Mackenzie has four beautiful courses,  
lit for 18 hours a day in the summer. 

Or maybe you prefer hunting? The region is flush with 
big game like moose, bear, and deer.

Fishing? There are miles upon gallons of northern  
lakes and rivers, packed with pike, pickerel, walleye, 
and whitefish.

Closer to home are public parks, hiking trails, ice 
rinks, curling rinks, campgrounds, and many other 
recreational facilities. Our communities have quality 
schools, assisted living for seniors, and low crime rates. 

Need to get somewhere? The Mackenzie Region is 
easily accessible by highway, rail, or air. 

Feel like staying? Residents enjoy low utility rates  
and taxes, not to mention well-priced land and real 
estate, and they benefit from Canada’s Northern  
Living Allowance. 

Work is plentiful in the thriving natural resource, 
construction and lumber industries, and small 
businesses have the ears and eyes of a supportive 
economic development network. 

Small wonder that the population of the region has 
seen significant and consistent growth since 1998, 
as many newcomers recognize the unique lifestyle, 
employment, and investment opportunities waiting for 
them in the Mackenzie Region.

The Promising Land



BARLEY, WHEAT  
& CANOLA 
Barley acres in Mackenzie Region 
increased 84.6% between 2011 
and 2016.Canola has become 
the most important field crop in 
Alberta, accounting for 40% to 
50% of all cash receipts.

OATS 
Mackenzie County has a 
significant percentage of the 
total organic oats acreage in 
Canada. We are one of the largest 
producing regions for organic 
oats in all of North America.

ORGANICS 
Between 2014 and 2017, the 
number of organic farms in 
Alberta nearly doubled. In 2018, 
more than half of Alberta’s organic 
farmers worked in Mackenzie 
Agriculture.

PEAS 
Thanks to our long summer 
days, our peas yield consistently 
high protein levels. India is the 
largest buyer of Alberta’s dry 
field peas at $118 million per 
year.

SEED PRODUCTION 
Due to our unique geography and 
climate, the Mackenzie Region 
has lower crop disease pressure 
than regions farther south. Our 
seeds are larger, safer, and hardier 
than those grown elsewhere. 

TOP CROPS  
IN MACKENZIE 
AGRICULTURE



“This has been home all my life. I love 
the clean air, the peace of mind the 
serenity, the people. I would never  

live anywhere else.” 

- J. Siemens, resident since 1988

 
“Albertans are pioneers. We seek 

opportunity, we accept challenge, and 
we work hard for what we want. Moving 

to Mackenzie County is the most 
Albertan thing we’ve ever done.” 

- J. Thiessen



 VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MACKENZIEAGRICULTURE.COM TO LEARN MORE.


