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2019 was a busy year for the members of the RBL board. We are in an excellent financial situation 
and our reach and mission are now widely known. We had two summer interns from the Université 
de Sherbrooke, Laurie Trottier, a biology student and Roxanne Blais, a communications major, from 
May to August. Jean-Claude Gingras left us in June 2019. Our RBL office was open from May to 
August during weekdays. In the months of September and October, biologist Laurence Plante-
Péloquin took charge of the shoreline planting project, and our own project manager and biologist, 
Anaïs Renaud, resumed her activities to continue the advancement of our various files.  

The Board of Directors met 10 times during the year and it currently has 10 sitting members. At our 
last AGM held in May 2019, Caroline Chabot joined our ranks as did Jean-Pierre Pilon in early fall. 
Denis Ruest and Robin Moore left us during their mandate. I would especially like to thank Mr. Moore 
for his administrative leadership in updating our statutes, general rules and boat ramp files. There 
are currently two openings on our Board and we would like a resident of the drainage basin itself to 
fill one of the openings. 

The shoreline renewal project we are 
conducting jointly with Town of Brome Lake 
has resulted in the planting of 701 trees and 
shrubs of fifteen (15) indigenous species 
along the shoreline of the lake. This project 
is in its third year of a five-year cycle. This 
year, we are retaining the services of TILIA, a 
consulting company specializing in 
ecological landscaping, to help us better 
target the shoreline health picture. In May, a 
letter signed by TBL mayor Richard 
Burcombe was sent to some 50 property 
owners to invite them again to join the 
program. In September, a second letter was 
sent to shoreline owners who had indicated 
they had no intention of maintaining their 
respective frontages. In addition, to help 
enhance the process for our 2019 
participants, a guide was assembled by our 
communications student.  

With respect to water clarity, we conducted 17 transparency tests in 2019 (using the Secchi disk). 
Unfortunately, the picture was far from clear, so to speak. Following a cold and rainy spring, the 
water clarity fell to less than three metres by mid-June while it had exceeded three metres until 
mid-August of 2018. In comparison, by mid-August 2019, the transparency of the water had not 
exceeded two metres. However, the cyanobacteria blooms visible on September 7 were not as 
thick as in 2018. The health of the lake remains precarious and we expect climate changes to 
continue to have an impact on the water’s quality.   

We conducted eight outings to monitor the various feeder streams (SQE). Samples were taken 
throughout the year by long time board member Pierre Fortier who was accompanied by our students 
or another board member.   



Patrick Binckly has supervised the intermunicipal Quilliams Creek drainage basin committee 
comprising representatives of the neighbouring municipalities. This committee’s work will be critical 
for the well-being of our lake because 50% of the water in the lake flows from Quilliams Creek. 
 
As part of the tracking for the Municipal Green Fund, six water tests were conducted near the runoff 
water management apparatus at Conference, in the Domaine Brome and on Ellson/Pine; Jean Pierre 
Pilon was in charge and produced a report for the Town with his recommendations. This summer, 
with the agreement of the Town of Brome Lake, we will carry out a planting project to landscape the 
installations as outlined in the plan presented at that time. 

Regarding the Blackwood Dam, Renaissance Brome Lake plans to closely monitor this project. We 
believe it is possible to combine the objectives of aesthetics and development of the area, while 
meeting the objectives of environmental protection and water quality for Brome Lake. 

 
Turning to the rusty crayfish file, in 2019, Daniel Hatin, 
biologist at the MFFQ, worked with the Université de 
Montréal and Beatrix Besner to look at cataloguing the 
existing nomenclature of the various ways  these 
invasive crayfish disperse. The MFFP has not yet 
produced a report that would help us find a solution to 
get this population under control. Furthermore, we do 
not know what actions the MFFP will propose for 
Brome Lake in 2020. This file will remain of concern for 
RBL. 
 

 

The report on walleyes was submitted to us in December, and revised by Michel Delorme, biologist 
and former Board member. RLB will present this report to the MFFP as soon as the corrected version 
is available. We are looking forward to the Ministry’s recommendations for fishing on Brome Lake.  

Under the direction of Christian Roy, RLB has also launched a study into boating on the lake that will 
include boat washing, access to Tiffany Beach and boater traffic on the lake. RLB has met with the 
organisations for Lake Memphremagog and Lake Massawippi to learn from their efforts. As part of 
this file, RLB has undertaken to carry out another characterisation of aquatic plants in general  in 
Brome Lake. The first study was carried out in 2009.  A call for tenders was launched in the spring 
of 2019 and a contract to inventory the aquatic grass beds was given to Rappel. This study will 
continue in 2020.  

Normand Degré has worked on upgrading our website with the collaboration of a number of members 
of the Board and Roxanne Gingras. Throughout the summer, we have regularly published posts on 
Facebook. Several newsletters have been sent to members and for the first time in its history, RLB 
held a paperless AGM. We manned a booth to promote awareness of the invasive species problem 
at the bike marathon around the lake and at the family celebration in August at Douglass Beach. In 
September, we participated in an agritourism tour at the invitation of the consulting group Gestrie-
sol for the Montérégie region, to highlight the replanting of the riparian areas in the town and in 
agricultural areas. 

I am ending my third mandate as the president of the board of directors of RLB. Our collective task 
remains enormous and I can assure you that I have the help and support of many people who work 
tirelessly on behalf of the health of the lake and RLB. We have forged several lasting partnerships 
with various municipalities and volunteer groups throughout the drainage basin. We are thankful for 
our volunteer translators, Christina Davidson and Gary Richards.  I can assure you that RLB is in 
good hands and we are working very hard to make sure our beautiful lake remains healthy. 


