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Name of Library/Archives: Harvard University Archives 

School/Unit: Harvard Library / Central Admin 

Location: Pusey Library, Harvard Yard 

Project Sponsor: Ginny Hunt, Interim University Archivist 

Project Supervisor: Jehan Sinclair (jehan_sinclair@harvard.edu) 

Administrative Contact:  

 

Description of Library/Archives: 

The Harvard University Archives, the oldest and largest academic archives in the 
nation, holds some of the most significant archives at the University. Documenting 
over 380 years of intellectual and cultural life at Harvard and providing perspectives on 
key events, social movements, and research influencing international history, the 
Archives’ collections range from the University’s founding documents such as the 
Charter of 1650 to modern faculty archives, including those of the astronomer Annie 
Jump Cannon, African American historian Nathan Huggins, and philosopher John 
Rawls. 

 

Project Description: 

To uncover underrepresented histories of people of color at Harvard, the Harvard 
University Archives conducted a research survey to identify individuals with 
connections to both Harvard and historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) 
between 1800 and 1945. These individuals attended, taught, or received an honorary 
degree at Harvard prior to 1946 and also attended, taught, or received an honorary 
degree from an HBCU. The initial survey identified more than 200 people: from well-
known historic Black scholars such as W.E.B. Du Bois to the less known Rose Butler 
Browne, the first Black woman to receive a PhD in education from Harvard.   This 
project will transform the findings of this survey into structured data to facilitate future 
research on the topic. The Fellow will:  - Create a structured dataset using findings 



from the research survey  - Analyze data to draw original conclusions  - Visualize data 
to share information through compelling graphical charts, graphs, or maps  - Create a 
project website to share data, conclusions, and visualizations    The Fellow will have an 
opportunity to take on an additional project to research someone on the list of 
individuals with connections to Harvard and HBCUs.   - This Fellowship is ideal for 
students with interest and experience in:  - Digital humanities, history, and databases  - 
Data science, analysis, and visualization  - Microsoft Excel, XML 

 

Anticipated Outcomes: 

Over the course of the semester, the Pforzheimer Fellow will generate and visualize a 
structured dataset using preliminary research on more than 200 individuals with ties to 
Harvard and historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs). The dataset will serve as a 
valuable digital resource for researchers in African American and Harvard history and the 
basis for potential partnerships between Harvard libraries and HBCUs. Additionally, the 
dataset and accompanying analysis and visualizations will be made accessible to scholars 
around the world through a project website and Harvard Dataverse. 


