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Visit from Ontario PC Leader Patrick Brown
On October 12th 2017, Patrick Brown 
visited Lac Seul First Nation and 
Obishikokaang’s Head Office. The 
Leader of the Ontario PC Party 
expressed support for LSFN’s desire 
to upgrade the road from Hudson to 
Frenchman’s Head and also discussed 

potential contributions to the Value-
Added Plant business planning project. 
Additionally, Mr. Brown indicated his 
support for the land transfer of the 
Anglican Church site to LSFN. During 
the visit, Mr. Brown remarked, “It is 
impressive to see Chief Bull’s leadership 

to enhance the quality of life in these 
communities. I was blown away by the 
pure beauty of these communities, 
including the forests and the lakes. I 
was particularly impressed with the 
state of the art hockey rink.”

Photo: Chief Bull presents Ontario PC Party Leader Patrick Brown with a gift during his 
visit to Lac Seul First Nation

Anglican Church Cemetery – Update
Lac Seul First Nation is taking steps 
to protect the Anglican Church 
Cemetery site located on the north 
shore of Lac Seul. In the summer of 
2017, ORC summer staff travelled 
to the site to document its current 
state and locate some of the burial 
sites. ORC has assisted Chief Bull in 
hiring a local lawyer to investigate 
our options and pursue a process 
to have the land legally returned 
to Lac Seul First Nation. Chief Bull 
is currently corresponding with the 
Diocese on the matter and we will 
keep the community updated on 
how the matter progresses.Photo: Images from ORC staff site visit to the 

Anglican Church cemetery in summer 2017
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• Church and cemetery on lands once 
owned by the Synod of the Diocese 
of Keewatin dating back to 1905

• Sometime between 1987 and 1997, 
the lands around the church were 
transferred to private third parties

• Lac Seul First Nation was not 
consulted at the time that lands were 
transferred

• The burial site has not been 
maintained since the lands were 
transferred and is badly overgrown

• Members of Lac Seul First Nation 
are buried there; gravestones and 
markers are still there
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Biomass Heating Potential in Lac Seul Region
Representatives from Lac Seul First 
Nation and Sioux Lookout met with Dr. 
Lauri Sikanen, a Visiting Professor at 
Lakehead University, in mid-October 
2017 to discuss local sites that could 
be appropriate for further study 
in Biomass heating technologies. 
ORC and Lac Seul First Nation were 
excited to meet with Dr. Sikanen, an 
expert in Biomass heating from the 
Natural Resources Institute of Finland, 
and discuss the previous work ORC 
has done in this area as part of its 
investigation in sustainable energy 
solutions for the community. 

As follow up to the meeting, a 
conference call was held between Dr. 
Sikanen, ORC and leading biomass 
researchers from FPInnovations 
(John Pineau, Dr. Christoph Schilling 
and Marian Marinescu) where 
these potential opportunities for 
investigation were further discussed. 
ORC is uniquely positioned for 
pursuing Biomass research projects 
as community-owned forest 
management company. The research 
group is currently drawing up a 
project framework to support funding 
applications for further investigation.    

ORC Certified to the SFI 
Standard

ORC in the news

Obishikokaang Resources Corporation has certified more 
than 1 million hectares of the Lac Seul Forest to the SFI 
2015-2019 Forest Management Standard. “Certifying to SFI is 
part of our commitment to the kind of sustainable business 
practices that are designed to protect the environment and 
support economic growth. Band members are working as 
part of the management teams, supervising harvesting and 
playing an important role in forest regeneration,” said Chief 
Clifford Bull. 

The SFI Forest Management Standard respects traditional 
knowledge. This includes protecting spiritual, historical 
and cultural sites, and using non-timber forest products. 
Obishikokaang Resources Corporation also adopted the SFI 
Standard because of its ability to promote sustainable forest 
management by protecting water quality, biodiversity, and 
wildlife habitat. Enhancing the economic sustainability of 
the community by opening new markets was another key 
factor in the decision to choose SFI.

SFI certification Enhances Forestry Operations, 
Sustainability and Economic Development

Photo: ORC Staff and LSFN Chief Bull Holding the Newly Awarded SFI 

“Obishikokaang Certifies over 1M 
Hectares in Northern Ontario 
to SFI Standard”

- Canadian Forest Industries, Sept 12th 2017

“Obishikokaang Certifies to SFI  
Standard To Enhance Forestry 
Operations, Sustainability And 
Economic Development”

- NationTalk, Sept 11th 2017

“Lac Seul Forest Makes the 
Grade: Northwestern Ontario 
Forest Certified to SFI 
Standard”

- Northern Ontario Business, Sept 12th 2017

“Obishikokaang Certifies To SFI 
Standard To Enhance Forestry 
Operations, Sustainability And 
Economic Development”

- Tree Frog Forestry News, Sept 11th 2017

“ORC Certifies more than one 
Million Hectares of Northern 
Ontario Forest”

- Woodworking Network, Sept 18th 2017

“Obishikokaang Certifies To SFI 
Standard To Enhance Forestry 
Operations, Sustainability And 
Economic Development”

- Newswire.ca, Sept 11th 2017

Photo: Dr. Lauri Sikanen
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Chief Bull Attends the Annual SFI Conference 
– “Forests: A Way of Life” 
Chief Clifford Bull attended the Annual 
SFI Conference; “Forests. A Way of Life” 
from September 27-29, 2017 in Ottawa. 
It was the largest SFI conference held 
to date, with hundreds of attendees 
and over three days of meetings. 
Presentations covered topics 
including: The Power of Community 
Partnerships; Connecting Youth to 
Forests; and, Boreal Watersheds and 
Wildlife Conservation to name a few.

There was a joint session with the 
Canadian Institute of Forestry that 
brought more than 500 people 

together. Canada’s Minister of Natural 
Resources, the Honourable Jim Carr, 
joined the Conference to discuss 
the importance of the Canadian 
forest sector. The Conference had 
multiple examples of innovation in the 
forest sector, from cross-laminated 
timber to new measurement tools 
in conservation, to discussions on 
maximizing opportunities in the bio-
economy. 

Representatives from across Canada 
were in attendance including Assistant 
Deputy Ministers and other provincial 

officials from British Columbia, 
Quebec, Ontario and New Brunswick. 
There was a wide range of speakers 
representing leading international 
organizations including the 
International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN), the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE), and the Sustainable Biomass 
Program (SBP). Leaders from the 
Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC), 
World Resources Institute (WRI), and 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF) also joined 
the program.

Photo: Chief Bull and other dignitaries at the 2017 Annual SFI Conference

New Donation Policy developed for ORC
Since its first year of operation, 
ORC has been a strong supporter 
of community events and 
organizations. The ORC Board of 
Directors has approved a formal 
company policy to guide the 
approval process for donations 
made by the company to external 
organizations and events that 
recognize the company’s goal to 
“help build a healthy and strong 
community”. 

The policy, approved in July 2017, 
requires that applications for 
donations be submitted to ORC 
for consideration and approval. 
Community groups, organizations, 
charities or teams to which 
Lac Seul First Nation band 
members belong are eligible to 
apply and special consideration will 
be given to groups or events that 
focus on benefitting youth and/or 
elders. 

Applications are accepted on an on-going basis. Interested parties can get an 
application form from the ORC office in Hudson or by emailing Anne Marie Wynn 
(amwynn@hmeenterprises.ca)

Since 2016 ORC has donated to:
• Career Fair
• x2 Fishing Derbies
• Dogsled Youth initiative
• Toronto School trip
• Outdoor show
• Sacred Walk
• Community Firewood
• LSMHA Golf Tournement
• Hockey Goalie Camp
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ORC secured funding in early 2017 to 
pursue optimization and expansion 
planning activities for the Lac Seul 
Sawmill. This funding is supporting 
research to explore options in the 
layout of the sawmill and will lead to 
the future addition of new product 
lines. Currently, the sawmill does not 
have a kiln. Expansion would allow 
the sawmill to dry and plane lumber, 
which means it could be used in local 
building projects as well as preparing 
it for more value-added product lines 
such as moulding and the creation of 
siding, trim or flooring. These products 
will allow members in LSFN to support 
local wood manufacturing, local jobs, 
and will hopefully save them money as 
well. Additional value-added products 
will include A-frame cabin kits, floating 
docks, dimensional lumber and an 
assortment of custom made furniture.

The design and optimization portion 
of the study will be ongoing until 
February of 2018, at which point ORC 
will be looking to secure funding to 
offset the  costs of expanding the 

Sawmill building and product lines. To 
date, representatives from Resolute 
Forest Products and FPInnovations 
have visited the sawmill to lend their 
expertise to the project. The new value-
added facility and sawmill expansion 
will allow the operation to employ 
at least 6 community members 

on a full-time basis and up to 10 
community members on a part-time 
or seasonal basis in the construction of 
A-frames, cabins and other products. 
Visit the Lac Seul Sawmill website  
(http://lacseulsawmill.ca/) to see what 
products the sawmill crew is currently 
producing. 

Business Plan for 20-year Sustainable Forestry 
Licence Approved

On Nov 9, 2017, the Business Plan for 
Ondaadiziwin Forest Management Inc. 
(OFMI) to hold the Sustainable Forest 
Licence (SFL) for the Lac Seul Forest 
under a 20-year Evergreen Agreement 
was approved by the Ministry Of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF). Bert 
Hennessey, General Manager of ORC, 
is proud of the progress made by the 
OFMI Board and development teams. 
“This approval is the result of months 
of consultation, cooperation and 

collaboration between community 
members, industry representatives 
and MNRF leaders. I’m immensely 
impressed by the ORC team members 
who have been part of this process 
from the beginning and the results 
they’ve produced.”  Under the 
agreement, ORC will continue its 
leading role in managing the forest, 
with increased input and support from 
other stakeholders in forestry. 

The final step before OFMI is issued 
the SFL is the completion of the 
formal consultation phase. Once the 
consultation process with potentially 
affected indigenous communities 
has been completed, the application 
for the issuance of the SFL can 
move forward for the approval of the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council and 
finally the Premier of Ontario and 
Cabinet Ministers. 

ORC Sawmill/Value-Added Plant Update

Photo: Resolute Forest Products’ VP of Operations Michael Martel visits 

CONTACT
Anne Marie Wynn, 
Community Liaison & Communications Officer

Phone 1-807-738-4957
Email awynn@hmeenterprises.ca 
Visit our new website!
www.obishikokaangresources.com


