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creasingly become public 
knowledge, many within 
and outside Christendom are 
raising questions regarding 
the true ownership of these 
businesses and all other as-
sets purportedly owned by 
the church.

Th e s e  voi c e s  a re  b e-

coming louder in the face 
of  wors ening e c onomic 
crunch. As things get tough-
er, many Christians who had 
hitherto shown no interest 
are beginning to ask how 
their tithes and offerings 
are managed, especially due 
to perceived injustice in the 

system where a privileged 
few among the church lead-
ership live flamboyantly, 
junket about in private jets 
and exotic cars and live in 
exquisite mansions in choice 
locations, while majority 
of the congregation, whose 
offerings and tithes fill the 

churches’ coffers, wallow in 
abject penury.

Recall that in an earlier re-
port (see “Business behind the 
pulpit”, Sunday, June 19, 2016), 
BDSUNDAY had chronicled 
some of the major businesses 

L-R: Titi Talabi, company secretary, A. G. Leventis (Nigeria) Plc; Haruna Jalo-Waziri, executive director, Capital Markets, NSE; Joseph B. Oke, chairman, A. G. Leventis (Nigeria) Plc; Michail Economakis, 
executive vice chairman/CEO, A. G. Leventis (Nigeria)  Plc,  at the ceremonial ringing of bell to close the business on the floor of the Nigerian Stock  Exchange in Lagos, recently.

N
igerians are cut-
t i n g  d o w n  o n 
expenses, adjust-
ing their feeding 

patterns and resorting to 
prayers to cushion the ef-
fects of worsening economic 
situation in the country, a 
recent poll conducted by 
NOIPolls in collaboration 
with BusinessDay shows.

While 19 percent of re-
spondents said their per-
sonal economic situation 
has improved, 66 percent 
said they are experiencing 
worsening economic condi-
tion, and 83 percent said 
they are affected by the 
new economic realities, the 
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of Nigeria’s mega-churches 
running into billions of naira.

BDSUNDAY had also cited 
a 2011 list of the five richest 
pastors in Nigeria published 
by Forbes. According to the 
report authored by Mfonobong 
Nsehe, Bishop David Oyedepo, 
founder of the Living Faith 
Church Worldwide (Winners 
Chapel), who is said to own four 
private jets and homes in Lon-
don and the United States and 
whose estimated net worth 
was put at $150 million, tops 
the list. He is followed, in that 
order, by Chris Oyakhilome, 
founder of Believers Loveworld 
(Christ Embassy), whose net 
worth was estimated at $30 
million-$50 million; T.B. Joshua 
of Synagogue Church of All 
Nations, whose net worth was 
estimated at $10 million-$15 
million; Matthew Ashimolowo, 
founder of Kingsway Interna-
tional Christian Centre (KICC), 
with an estimated net worth 
of $6 million-$10 million, and 
Chris Okotie, owner of House-
hold of God Church, whose 
net worth is estimated at $3 
million-$10 million.

For many who spoke to 
BDSUNDAY, there should or-
dinarily be no question about 
ownership of the church or 
its assets because, in the first 
place, the church ought to 
be the church of God. How-
ever, with the way present-
day churches are being run, 

grateful and appreciative of it. 
And the church has to impress 
it on him before he accepted 
to use the jeep he currently 
drives,” Adesokan says.

“As a pastor here, I do not 
have the knowledge of what is 
collected either as tithes or of-
ferings during services. Rather, 
some persons are appointed 
within the church to count 
money, and after each service 
those people take record and 
move the cash to the appropri-
ate place,” he adds.

Another Pentecostal pastor 
in Festac Town, who pleaded 
anonymity, says it varies from 
church to church.

“As a junior pastor here, 
I can only speak about our 
church because every church 
has its own management style. 
This church was registered in 
the senior pastor’s name since 
he is the founder, so based on 
that one can draw inference 
that the pastor acts as a surety 
for every asset that belongs to 
the church,” he says.

“I don’t rationalise. I pay my 
tithes and offerings to God. It’s 
left for the pastor to answer 
when God comes calling. Trust 
me, I really don’t put my nose in 
things I don’t have any business 
with. Assets aren’t bad, maybe 
when the church needs money 
for a project they can sell it,” 
says Chimeze Agumbah, a 
worshipper in Lagos.

 Money as motivating fac-
tor

Since the late 1980s and 
early 1990s, establishment of 

churches has become a boom-
ing business. The proliferation 
of churches, especially the 
Pentecostal brand, in every 
nook and cranny has since 
become the order of the day. 
Between that time and now, 
several factories have given 
way to churches.

While some founders of 
these churches may have di-
vine calling, BDSUNDAY gath-
ered that the motivation for 
many is money. Because these 
churches are registered as not-
for-profit organisations, they 
are not taxed, and there is also 
no law governing the use of 
church money, unlike in West-
ern countries, despite the huge 
amounts the churches rake in 
through donations, tithes and 
offerings.

Sometime ago, Bishop Mike 
Okonkwo, founder and presid-
ing bishop of The Redeemed 
Evangelical Mission (TREM), 
identified the love of money as 
the motivation behind mod-
ern-day Pentecostalism.

“The PFN leadership has 
discovered that money has 
sadly become the major yard-
stick for (measuring) success 
in the church, especially the 
Pentecostal, in this end time. 
Prosperity messages have, 
therefore, taken centre stage of 
most preaching at the expense 
of full gospel messages,” said 
Okonkwo, a former president 
of the Pentecostal Fellowship 
of Nigeria (PFN), the umbrella 
body of Pentecostal churches 
in Nigeria.

Okonkwo noted that in 
many instances, after some 
power-packed messages, in 
which the pastor usually ex-
pends a lot of energy, the people 
are called upon to sow seed of 
faith which is a way of telling 
the faithful to turn out their 
pockets and drop whatever 
little is still left in there, so that 
God can proper them. The cleric 
said that such pronouncements 
which some of the pastors 
make, which they also er-
roneously support with bible 
quotations, are made to extract 
money from the congregation.

Sometimes members of the 
congregation are intimidated 
and frightened into making 
donations and impossible vows 
and pledges because their pas-
tors had placed a curse on those 
who refuse to give.

A Catholic priest, who ex-
pressed sadness over the go-
ings-on in the Christendom, la-
mented that a good number of 
pastors have abandoned their 
calling. “Nowadays, we have so 
many sects, so many churches 
in quote, and self-acclaimed 
religious leaders who take upon 
themselves to say they have 
been sent by God, yet they tend 
to exploit, cheat and feed on the 
people rather than do the work 
God has actually called them to 
do,” said the priest, who craved 
anonymity.

Our further enquiries also 
reveal that the fight over who 
controls the church funds – or 

many say they are beginning 
to seriously doubt if most of the 
church founders do not see the 
churches and their numerous 
businesses as their personal in-
vestments. For many, therefore, 
it may just be another case of 
12 and half a dozen as there is 
indeed a very thin line separat-
ing the founder (or pastor) and 
the church.

But Nsehe, in response to 
questions regarding why Pas-
tor Enoch Adeboye, the general 
overseer of Redeemed Chris-
tian Church of God (RCCG), was 
not on the Forbes’ list, quoted 
a source at RCCG as saying 
that Pastor Adeboye does not 
exactly own the church.

“He’s just the General Over-
seer, so he doesn’t own the as-
sets of the church or any other 
vast estate. As a matter of fact, 
the Private Jet he uses belongs 
not to him, but to the church. 
But, definitely, he’s consider-
ably rich,” he said.

Corroborating this view, 
Sunnie Amojor, an RCCG parish 
pastor and president, TotalMan 
Fellowship, a non-profit men 
leadership organisation, says 
the assets belong to RCCG, ad-
mitting, however, that he does 
not know what is written in the 
church’s constitution.

“We have Board of Trustees, 
we have directors and others. I 
don’t have information on what 
happens up there. As far as the 
management of the church’s 
assets is concerned, the G.O. 
only takes what the church 
gives to him. But he has his own 

ministry, Christ the Redeemer 
Ministry (CRM), which is dif-
ferent from the church. I don’t 
know whether the schools 
and other assets are his or the 
church’s,” he says.

Bishop Egowa Matthew 
of the Church of God Mission 
International (CGMI), Lagos 
East Bishopric, says the church 
is neither a man’s business nor 
a man’s idea. The church and 
all its assets, according to him, 
solely belong to God and God 
alone.

“But there are those we call 
stakeholders. Stakeholders are 
the trustees, the different com-
mittees. The founder, that is, the 
visioner, is a stakeholder; then 
all members of the church, both 
new and old. They are all equal 
owners of the church,” he says.

“For instance, if the church 
owns an aircraft or a bus, who 
are those that will use it? The 
church members. When a 
church owns a canteen, who 
are those that will eat there? 
The church members. So, all the 
stakeholders, from the founder 
to the new and old members, 
are equal owners of anything 
called church assets,” he adds.

Wole Adesokan, a local pas-
tor in one of the big Pentecostal 
churches in Festac Town, Lagos, 
says church assets are owned 
by God but held in trust by the 
congregation.

“The General Superinten-
dent of our church does not 
have any stake in the church 
assets. Even when the church 
built a house for him, he was so 

Who owns church ...
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Resurgence of polio cases dents 
Nigeria’s clean-record attempt

A
fter a two-year 
anniversary by 
Nigeria in July 
that the country 
has been polio 

free, two new confirmed cases 
of wild-polio in the north-
eastern state of Borno have 
now returned the country to 
the global map of countries 
with polio.

Nigeria had the last con-
firmed case of polio which 
was reported in Africa, and 
was a year away from being 
certified polio-free because 
of massive mobilisation by 
government, international 
partners and local health 
providers.

Sunday Omilabu, a profes-
sor of virology at the Univer-
sity of Lagos, told BDSUNDAY 
that the implication of polio 
recurrence in Nigeria indi-
cates the country is not yet 
in the clear and millions of 
children are once again at risk 
unless urgent steps are taken 
to nip the outbreak in the bud.

Omilabu noted that even 
a single case of polio virus is 
enough to be cause for alarm 
as it can rapidly spread and 
infect more people. The goal 
is for all the countries of the 
world to eliminate polio virus 
and Nigeria had been under 
observation after the initial 
declaration that polio had 

been eradicated. With the 
new development however, 
it becomes difficult for the 
country to be certified polio-
free with the majority of the 
world.

“Where the virus has been 
found, they need to make sure 
it is not allowed to spread,” said 
Omilabu.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Isaac Adewole,  minister 

of Health, said Thursday that 
the government would im-
mediately immunise up to 5 
million children in four states 
in an emergency response to 
the outbreak.

“Our overriding priority 
right now is to rapidly boost 
immunity in the affected 
areas to ensure that no more 
children are affected by this 
terrible disease,” Adewole said.

“As an immediate response, 
about one million children are 
to be immunised in four local 
government areas in Borno 
State. Children in adjoining 
states of Yobe, Adamawa and 
Gombe will also be immunised 
bringing the number to about 
five million in the four states.”

Polio is a highly infectious 
disease caused by a virus. It 
invades the nervous system, 

CALEB OJEWALE

Nigerians adopt desperate survival strategies...
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and can cause total paralysis 
in a matter of hours. The virus 
is transmitted by person-to-
person spread mainly through 
the faecal-oral route or, less 
frequently, by a common 
vehicle (for example, contami-
nated water or food) and mul-
tiplies in the intestine. Initial 
symptoms are fever, fatigue, 
headache, vomiting, stiffness 
of the neck and pain in the 

...To wait till 2019 to achieve feat
limbs. One (1) in 200 infections 
leads to irreversible paralysis 
(usually in the legs). Among 
those paralysed, 5percent 
to 10percent die when their 
breathing muscles become 
immobilised, noted the World 
Health Organisation.

In reaction to the recent 
cases, WHO has said it is col-
laborating with the Govern-
ment of Nigeria and other 
partners of the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative to re-
spond urgently and prevent 
more children from being 
paralysed. These steps include 
conducting large-scale im-
munisation campaigns and 
strengthening surveillance 
systems that help catch the 
virus early. These activities 
are also being strengthened in 
neighbouring countries.

“We are deeply saddened 
by the news that 2 Nigerian 
children have been paralysed 
by polio. The government has 
made significant strides to 
stop this paralysing disease in 
recent years. The overriding 
priority now is to rapidly im-
munise all children around the 
affected area and ensure that 
no other children succumb to 
this terrible disease,” said Mat-
shidiso Moeti, WHO regional 
director for Africa.

August 11 was supposed to 

Continues on  page 5
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poll shows.
The poll also shows that the 

increase in prices of goods and 
services tops the list of recent 
socio-economic challenges 
being witnessed by Nigerians 
(43 percent of respondents), 
followed by increase in petrol 
pump price (18 percent), in-
crease in the cost of transpor-
tation (10 percent), devaluation 
and exchange crisis (8 percent), 
and poor electricity supply (7 
percent).

Furthermore, 37 percent 
of respondents said they 
have cut down expenses 
on household and luxury 
items, 16 percent are endur-
ing the situation by seeking 
the face of God in prayers, 
10 percent have adjusted 
family feeding patterns, 6 
percent have created alter-

native sources of income, 
and another 6 percent now 
purchase only locally manu-
factured goods.

BDSUNDAY independent 
inquiries confirm that Nige-
rians are indeed opting for 
substitutes, cutting down on 
expenses and going to God in 
prayers as a way of navigat-
ing through the turbulent 
economic times.

“I have actually cut down 
on some luxury items to sur-
vive this ever-changing econ-
omy. I’m also on the lookout for 
other streams of income and 
considering getting involved 
in multi-level marketing busi-
ness which has a compensa-
tion plan,” said Oyiwodu Aje, 
an Abuja-based banker.

Gregory Adams, a Lagos 
resident, said he has stopped 
taking his family to eateries 
for now.

“We cook and eat at home 
and it is really cost effective. I 
also started a phone business 
to patch up since my salary is 
little and not constant. The 
big challenge I have not been 
able to find a way around is 
electricity. I now sleep with-
out light. I only visit very 
important places because of 
fuel and when I do visit, I use 
public buses more to reduce 
cost. Now I go home on train,” 
he said.

“I practically live a low-key 
life. The stomach won’t take 
the excuse of the bad economy. 
I avoid wasting food for I still 
take care of my basic needs. I 
rarely use my generator now 
except on weekends because 
of the high price of fuel,” said 
Samuel Mberu, a Lagos-based 
lawyer.

Olive Udoh, another Lagos 
resident, said it’s been very 

tough, the worst being high 
prices of foodstuffs.

“One thing I’m doing is 
looking for the cheapest alter-
natives for essentials. Rather 
than buy Harpic that we use to 
wash toilets, I now buy hypo. 
Even for toilet paper, I go for 
the most affordable option. I 
buy my beverages in economy 
sachets rather than the tin and 

we dey get sense to dey chop 
am,” she said.

“I decided to cut my cloth 
according to my size. I stream-
lined my staff and now, I do 
most of the work on my own. 
I have a new business in the 
pipeline, which is exporting 
plantain chips to the Unit-
ed States, though on a small 
scale, to augment my salary. I 

need nothing less than three 
streams of income because 
business is on the slowdown,” 
said Oyewole Oyewale, a me-
dia practitioner based in Lagos.

Gloria Mamah, a resident 
of Port Harcourt, said the 
good thing about this period 
is that her church has declared 
70 days fasting and she has 
promptly reduced the number 
of times she eats in a day from 
two to one.

“I’m very careful in my 
spending too. I buy what I 
can afford, and what I cannot 
afford I ignore. I go for fairly-
used clothes. I have about 
three pairs of fabrics yet to 
be given to the tailor. I kept 
it there because I don’t have 
enough to even feed,” she said.

“My church is doing 70 
days fasting now and this is 
a blessing because it’s helping 
me save money and I eat once 
a day,” she added.
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KOK preaches hope, survival 
strategies in Glo’s Professor Johnbull 

played by Junior Pope, who 
reprimands Flash for indulging 
in economic sabotage. He lec-
tures the emergency fuel dealer 
on the ripple effects of his illicit 
business on the economy and 
society at large.

Viewers also saw the other 
side of the economic problems 
in the country as another act 
in the drama Akabueze (Joseph 
Chukwumere) and his wife 
tangle over the high cost of 
tomatoes. Akabueze drags his 
wife to Prof. Johnbull’s house 
threatening to divorce her for 
stealing his money by claiming 
to have bought three tomatoes 
for N500.

The Professor settles the 
dispute but not before lectur-
ing Akabueze on the econom-
ic realities facing the country 
and the world and the need 
to embrace tomato alterna-
tives like vegetables. He also 
confirms that his housemaid, 
Caro (Mercy Johnson Okojie), 
also bought three tomatoes 
for N500 like Akabueze’s wife.

Professor Johnbull also prof-
fered a unique strategy called 
“Car Pooling” to save fuel cost. 
He suggests that “proximate 
people”, that is neighbours who 
work in the same organization, 
could go to work in just one car 
to save cost, pending when the 
economic situation improves. 
He equally encourages families, 
friends and neighbours to bond 
together and face the economic 
hardship together.

The “fast guy” Flash runs 
into trouble in his black market 
business as he was arrested by 
law enforcement agents. 

Proprietress decries hard times, 
urges government to take urgent 
step to address economy

P
rivate school owners 
in Nigeria have raised 
the alarm that the 
economic situation 

in the country is affecting the 
quality of education, urging 
the Federal Government to 
take urgent steps to address 
the economy.

Funmilayo Modupe Ola-
dipo, proprietress of TOMVIC 
Group of Schools, Ilasamaja, 
Lagos, said unless right steps 
are taken urgently a lot of 
things would go wrong in 
the system.

Oladipo, who spoke with 
BDSUNDAY on the sidelines 
of the school’s 19th gradua-
tion ceremony held recent-
ly, said that many private 
schools had been pushed so 
hard that they are no longer 
able to meet their financial 
obligations to their staff as 
parents and guardians now 
find it extremely difficult to 
pay their children and wards’ 
school fees.

“A lot of parents have lost 
their jobs; many of those do-
ing business are no longer 
making profits, this affects 
payment of school fees. In 
many establishments out 
there, workers’ salaries are 
not being paid. It is a chain 

reaction. Once it affects one 
sector, all other sectors are 
also affected. The rate of 
spending is more than what is 
coming in. Some parents have 
up to two, three children in 
the same school and in some 
instances not even the fee of 
one of such pupils is being 
paid,” Oladipo said.

The proprietress further 
disclosed that some parents, 
whose children were in pri-
vate schools, are already 
thinking of withdrawing 
them to public schools and 
that inability of some schools 

to pay the salary of their staff 
also breeds negative outcome, 
ultimately.

“Teachers, like any other 
workers in the school de-
serve their monthly salaries, 
but when school fees do not 
come, teachers’ salaries are 
delayed and that dampens the 
morale of such teachers. In a 
robust economy, you will see 
education thriving because 
parents are paid wherever 
they work or they make good 
profit from their businesses, 
as a result they are ready to 
pay their children’s school 

CHINYERE OKEKE
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P
opular Nollywood ac-
tor, Kanayo O. Kanayo 
(KOK), who plays the 
lead role in the Glo-

bacom-sponsored television 
drama series, Professor John-
bull, showed in last Tuesday’s 
episode that he was not just 
a master of circumlocution 
and grandiloquent speaking. 
KOK, who is called Professor 
Johnbull in the play, displayed 
a mastery of domestic and 
global economic issues as well 
as highly ingenuous survival 
strategies.

The 4th episode of the 
drama, which seeks to correct 
social ills in society, centred on 
the recurrent fuel distribution 
problems and hash economic 
times in the country.  

Tagged Foreign Petrol, the 
episode was as humorous as 
previous editions as it opened 
with Etuk (Ime Bishop) sitting 
by his hotel gate ringing a bell 
in what he called a “public 
service announcement” to 
draw customers’ patronage. 
Following acute fuel scarcity, 
his business had run out of 
fuel to power the electricity 
generating set, forcing him to 
resort to the pristine marketing 
strategy. His announcement 
and expression of frustrations 
is laced in his very funny trade-
mark “Ibibio” dialect.

Then came the series’ 
playboy, Flash Boy (Stephen 
Odimgba), who in a bid to take 
advantage of the prevailing fuel 
scarcity to make quick money, 
had set up a fuel black market 
stand. Along comes Profes-
sor Johnbull’s son, Churchill, Funmilayo Oladipo giving her address during the graduation ceremony, recently

fees promptly. So, in that case, 
the parents are happy, the 
teachers are happy, the pupils 
are happy, school owners are 
also happy and the country 
is the ultimate beneficiary 
because good and responsible 
citizens are produced from 
such a system, but in the 
present situation, things are 
moving from bad to worse. A 
lot of school drop outs will be 
thrown into the society. I urge 
the Federal Government to 
please do all within its powers 
to halt the dangerous drift,” 
she said.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA,  Abuja

Why previous concession plan of Ajaokuta 
Steel, NIOMCO failed - Ministerial report

B
ureau of Public En-
terprises (BPE) and 
other stakeholders 
expressed concern 
over the exclusion 

from the recent renegotiated 
concession agreement on Ajao-
kuta Steel Company Limited 
(ASCL) and Nigerian Iron Ore 
Mining Company (NIOMCO).

The agreement was signed 
by Kayode Fayemi, minister 
of Solid Minerals on behalf of 
Federal Government while 
Global Steel Holdings Limited 
(GSHL).

According to the ministeri-
al report, seen by BDSUNDAY, 
the failure of Global Infrastruc-
ture Nigeria Limited (GINL) to 
adhere to the terms of agree-
ment and financial impropri-
ety led to the cancellation of 
the concession of Ajaokuta 
Steel Company Limited (AICL) 
and Nigerian Iron Ore Mining 
Company (NIOMCO).

According to the document 
obtained by BDSUNDAY, Fed-

eral Government through the 
National Council on Priva-
tisation (NCP) constituted a 
Committee to consider the ar-
bitration case between Federal 
Government and GINL.

“After reviewing of rel-
evant documents, the Com-
mittee recommended that the 
Federal Government should 
pursue the arbitration to its 
logical conclusion,” the report 
read.

Some of the infractions 
uncovered by the Committee 
include: “numerous loans tak-
en from Nigerian banks were 
not utilised for the purposes 
for which they were taken,” as 
well as non-remittance of tax 
and pension deductions to the 
relevant tax authorities and 
pension authorities.

The Committee also ob-
served that “the alleged trans-
fer of 60percent shares in 
ASCL to GINL contravened the 
provisions of Public Enterprise 
Privatisation and Commer-
cialisation Act, 1999 and was 
ultra vires.

“A claim in conversion 
for about N37 billion being 
the verifiable assets of ASCL 
wrongfully transferred can-

nibalized or vandalised by 
GINL contrary to clause 10.2 
of the SPA.

“Conversion of premium 

scraps valued at about N203 
million imported for ASCL by 
GINL. Conversion of billets in 
ASCL warehouse valued at 
$79,372.50 without payment.

“A claim in conversion for 
about N6.4 billion being the 
verifiable assets of NIOMCO 
wrongfully transferred, canni-
balised or vandalised by GINL. 
Conversion of iron ore from NI-
OMCO valued at $1,078,544.50 
was not paid for. Sale of 303,511 
tons of iron ore concentrates 
was massively undervalued 
resulting in a loss of about $14 
million. Non-payment of con-
cession fees as per concession 
agreement on both companies,” 
and many others led to the 
planned prosecution of Messrs 
GINL.

The report however, noted 
that “Ministry of Justice se-
cured Mr. President’s approval 
for an out-of-court settlement. 
This decision was taken to 
speed-up the conclusion of the 
protracted arbitration proceed-
ings on ASCL and NIOMCO.”

Speaking at the investiga-

tive public hearing, Vincent 
Akpotaire, acting BPE director-
general dismissed involvement 
in the processes that led to 
the modified concession of 
NIOMCO.

Akpotarie, who spoke be-
fore the House sub-committee 
on Steel, chaired by Babatunde 
Kolawole (APC-Ondo) on the 
signed modified agreement 
with GSHL and NIOMCO, 
explained that “the concession 
of NIOMCO was done by the 
ministry and not by BPE; so 
BPE doesn’t have the details.”

Akpotaire, who was rep-
resented by Dikko Abdullahi, 
added that the Bureau has not 
received any directives and 
instruction from NCP on the 
concession arrangement.

On his part, Sanusi Mu-
hammed, executive secretary 
general of the African Iron 
and Steel Association (AISA), 
alleged that stakeholders in 
the sector were not involved 
in the modified agreement 
with GSHL insisting that it 
was illegal.
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T
he Lioness Women 
Club International 
I n c o r p o r a t e d , 
Houston, Texas, 
United States of 

America, a non-profit making 
organisation, has appealed to 
well meaning individuals in 
the society to show love, help 
and care to children living in 
orphanage homes.

The Club led by Lilian 
Nwokolo, made the call dur-
ing a visit to two orphanage 
homes in Aba, namely Ngwa 
Road Motherless Babies 
Home and the Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church Orphan-
age, Ogbor Hill.

The group made up of 
Nigerian women in USA, 
stated that the future of the 
country rests on the children, 
stressing that the type of 

treatment and training being 
giving to them now, would 
either make or mar the future 
of the country.

Nwokolo, described the 
visit as exceptional, noting 
that children are special bless-
ings from God and so deserves 
the best gifts of life.

She thanked the manage-
ment of the two homes for the 
opportunity offered them to 
render selfless service to the 
children.

“As representatives of the 
Club here in Abia State, we 
see this visit as a privilege to 
extend the kind gesture of the 
Lioness Women Club Inter-
national to these wonderful 
children, says Edith Nwakire, 
director Sport, Abia State 
Polytechnic Aba.

Nwakire, observed that 
mortality rate in Nigeria 
is still high and urged well 

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba genuine love is showered on 
them, which in turn brings 
out their full potentials early 
in life.

“And that is why the Li-
oness Women Club Inter-
national will not relent in 
reaching out to the children 
and the less-privileged in 
society, especially now that 
the economy is bad.

“As representatives of 
this reputable club, we use 
this opportunity to urge 
individuals, organisations 
a n d  t h e  g o ve r n m e n t  t o 
kindly assist these special 
children financially and 
spiritually to become re-
sponsible men and women 
in the future.”

The group donated food 
stuff, baby food, provisions, 
toiletries, multivitamins, 
books and stationery to the 
two homes.

…Donates food stuff, other items to two homes in Aba

meaning individuals and 
corporate bodies to sup-
port Government in the 
campaign to reduce it to the 

barest minimum.
In her words, “All hands 

therefore, must be on deck to 
see to the reduction of child 

mortality rate to its barest 
minimum. Moreover, children 
are very conscious of their en-
vironment, they know when 

Randle family holds thanksgiving 
service for late patriarch in London

T
he family of late Chief 
J. K. Randle has held 
its annual thanksgiv-
ing and memorial 

service for their departed pa-
triarch.

Randle died at the age of 47 
in 1956, shortly after returning 

to Nigeria from the Olympic 
Games in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, where he went as the 
chef-de-mission.

The thanksgiving service, 
which was held on Sunday, 
7th August, 2016 at Christ 
Church, Chelsea, London, was 

be a historic day for the global 
effort to eradicate the polio 
virus. It would have marked 
two years since someone on 
the African continent last 
contracted the wild-polio 
virus. 

If the continent made it 
without a case for a third year, 
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) could have certi-
fied it as polio-free and Africa 
would have joined four other 
WHO regions - the Americas, 
Europe, Western Pacific, and 
South-East Asia – as being 
polio-free. 

But this didn’t happen. 
Nigerian health officials 
announced Thursday, the 
same day they expected to 
celebrate the anniversary, 
of two fresh cases of polio. 
The development means 
that Nigeria, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan are the only 
three countries in the world 
currently with outbreaks of 
wild polio virus. 

With the setback, Nigeria 
must now wait at least until 
mid-2019 without new out-
breaks to receive polio-free 
certification. 

Genetic sequencing of the 
viruses suggests that the new 
cases are most closely linked 
to a wild poliovirus strain last 
detected in Borno in 2011. 
Low-level transmission of the 
poliovirus is not unexpected, 
particularly in areas where it 
is difficult to reach children 

Resurgence of polio...
with the vaccine. Subnational 
surveillance gaps persist in 
some areas of Borno, as well 
as in areas of neighbouring 
countries.

As recently as 2012, Ni-
geria accounted for more 
than half of all polio cases 
worldwide, but the country 
has made significant strides, 
recently marking 2 years 
without a case on 24 July 
2016. This progress has been 
the result of a concerted effort 
by all levels of government, 
civil society, religious leaders 
and tens of thousands of dedi-
cated health workers. Recent 
steps including increased 
community involvement and 
the establishment of Emer-
gency Operations Centres at 
the national and state level 
have been pivotal to Nige-
ria’s capacity to respond to 
outbreaks.

The two cases in Nigeria 
particularly highlight the 
need to prioritize immuni-
zation of children in hard-
to-reach areas such as the 
Lake Chad region, which 
spans several countries and 
is often affected by conflict 
and large population move-
ments. Reaching these chil-
dren requires vaccinating 
populations as they move in 
and out of inaccessible areas 
and using local-level groups 
and organizations, such as 
religious institutions and 
community based organiza-
tions, to negotiate access for 
vaccination teams.

Continued  from page 3

conducted by The Revd Preb-
endary Dr. Brian Leathard. It 
was followed by a reception 
at Coopers Arms, Flood Street, 
Chelsea London.

The service coincided with 
the Feast of Transfiguration of 
Our Lord and the commence-

ment of the 2016 Olympic 
Games in Rio De Janeiro, Bra-
zil. The late Chief J. K. Randle 
was a philanthropist, business-
man, sportsman and politician 
who bequeathed a huge legacy 
of goodwill, selfless service 
and great deeds.

NEXAG advocates SME-friendly 
policies to aid export trade

N
ACCIMA Exp ort 
Action Group (NEX-
AG) has called on 
the Federal Govern-

ment to as a matter of urgency 
evolve policies that would 
help the Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SME) segment to 
make more positive impact on 
the economy through interna-
tional trade.

In a communiqué issued 
at the end of its recent meet-
ing at the NACCIMA House, 
Ikeja GRA, the group urged the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
to revisit the restriction of the 
usage of non-oil and export 
proceeds as well as the sus-
pension of the current Export 
Expansion Grant (EEG), among 
other things, so as to make the 
operating environment more 
SME-friendly.

Ade Adefeko, chairman, 
NEXAG, said it has become 

imperative for the CBN to re-
visit the policy on restriction 
of non-oil export and export 
proceeds because “the policy 
has negatively affected most 
SMEs, particularly indigenous 
exporters”.

He wondered why the EEG 
should remain suspended at a 
time the Nigerian economy is 
in dire need of other sources 
of boosting earnings from 

international trade given the 
crimping of oil revenues.

“The suspension of the EEG 
has limited the growth of non-
oil export and as such, we are 
calling on the Federal Govern-
ment to lift this suspension as 
a matter of urgency,” Adefeko 
said.

Other areas that NEXAG 
wants the Federal Govern-
ment to look into urgently 
to help the SME segment 
make more positive impact 
on the economy include 
compelling “the Nigerian 
Custom Service to accept 
Negotiable Duty Credit Cer-
tificate (NDCC) as issued by 
the Nigerian Export Promo-
tion Council (NEPC) for duty 
payments and accepting the 
NDCC for payment of other 
government revenues”.

The group also wants to 
see the CBN and the Nigerian 

Export-Import Bank (NEXIM) 
cooperate with the Nigerian 
Association of Chambers of 
Commerce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture (NACCIMA) 
to make access to fund easier 
for SMEs, particularly with the 
N300bn non-oil intervention 
fund already set aside by the 
government.

“The CBN should simplify 
the procedure in such a way 
that the fund will be acces-
sible by exporters, particu-
larly those in the SME segment 
without being exposed to the 
intrigues and rigours of the 
commercial banks,” Adefeko 
said.

NEXAG would also want 
SMEs that are able to access 
loans under the intervention 
fund to be allowed to repay 
with the NDCC as issued by 
the Nigerian Export Promo-
tion Council.
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the quest to be a church owner 
and so fully be in charge of 
the church’s funds – is mostly 
responsible for the proliferation 
of churches today.

“It is possible that a pas-
tor, priest, prophet could be 
instructed to start a new work 
by God, and it is imperative 
that such a one must obey, 
but majority of the crowd 
masquerading as founders of 
churches were not divinely au-
thorised to do so,” wrote Obinna 
Akukwe, a Christian, in a 2013 
article published on http://afri-
canspotlight.com, adding that 
such things create bad blood, 
divisions, quarrels and enmity 
and at the end it is the flock of 
Jesus Christ that suffers.

 Administration of tithes
Beyond the question of 

ownership of church assets, 
many Christians, including 
pastors, are not happy with 
the manner of administration 
of tithes and offerings in many 
Nigerian churches. Those who 
spoke to BDSUNDAY are irked 
by what they termed injustice 
in the system that does not 
give priority to the poor and 
needy, the very purpose for 
which God instituted tithes. 
They decried a situation where 
a higher percentage of money 
realised from tithes and of-
fering at the local churches is 
taken to the headquarters for 
whatever use, leaving the lo-
cal churches that generate the 
money pauperised.

Ejike Ofonna, ex-assistant 
pastor, Area Head, RCCG, says 
it is an aberration that the 
church is now owned by board 
of trustees and general over-
seers who do with the church 
money as they please, while 
ordinary members who give 
tithes and offerings pine away 
in abject poverty, a situation 
he describes as a clear case of 
‘monkey dey work, baboon 
dey chop’.

“It’s just like what happens 
in Lagos between commercial 
bus drivers, their conductors 
and ‘agberos’ (area boys). The 
‘agberos’ don’t render account 
to the people they collect 
money from. On the road, you 
will see ‘agberos’ everywhere 
taking money they call ‘chair-
man’s money’, but drivers and 
conductors don’t know how 
the money is spent. Nobody 
gives account to the people 
the money is collected from, 
but they pay every day. It’s 
the same thing with today’s 
church,” Ofonna says.

“You pay offering and tithes 
and they say ‘to the glory of 
God’, whereas men somewhere 
sit down and consume the 
money. The private jets be-
long to the general overseers 
who are the owners of church 
assets because some of the 

properties are bought in their 
names. They tell you the as-
sets belong to the church, but 
when you look at it, the ordi-
nary members who regularly 
contribute to the overall purse 
do not really benefit,” he tells 
BDSUNDAY.

He emphasizes that tithes 
are primarily for the poor in 
the church and those serving as 
full-time ministers, not meant 
for buying private jets and 
building mansions.

“The first Apostles did not 
call for tithes and vows but dis-
tributed whatever came from 
freewill offerings equitably 
and God added more souls to 
them. It is now about building 
large auditorium where God 
does not dwell at the expense 
of building disciples where 
God wants to dwell. People are 
hungry and suffering wretch-
edness; the widow that is frying 
beans on the road, we will tell 
her to pay tithe and when she 
finishes paying, her children 
cannot attend schools built by 
the same church. When her 
landlord throws her things 
outside, nobody wants to listen 
to her. It is quite an unfortunate 
situation. And yet, there is so 
much meat in the storehouse,” 
he says.

He also regrets that when a 
local church is embarking on a 
development, the headquarters 
does not contribute anything 
to it, but once the project is 
completed, they come and take 
the glory.

“When we were buying 
a property in Orile Iganmu 
area of Lagos, nobody gave us 
money. But immediately we 
finished paying for the prop-
erty, officials from RCCG head-
quarters came to register the 
property as RCCG’s,” he says.

Corroborating this view, 
Reverend Bauta Motti, provost, 
ECWA Theological Seminary, 
Jos, Plateau State, who spoke 
to BDSUNDAY over the tele-
phone, laments a situation 
where, for instance, N400,000 
is realised as tithes in a month 
and only N100,000 would 
be left in the local assembly 
whose members gave the tithes 
and the rest taken to the head-
quarters.

“Where do you expect the 
local pastor to see funds to take 
care of the needy ones among 
his congregants? The poor 
really need to be motivated 
from the little we are gather-
ing in churches. With the kind 
of money we are gathering, 
there is a need for the needy 
to be given primary concern 
since they are the essence of 
tithes and offerings, rather than 
building projects,” he says.

He says that biblically 
speaking, tithes and offerings 
are supposed to be spent in a lo-
cal assembly where they were 
raised, adding that undermin-
ing that biblical injunction has 

brought inequity and unfair-
ness to church administration, 
particularly in big churches.

“Tithes and thanksgiving 
are meant for the local breth-
ren, not to be taken elsewhere 
at whatever percentage. If we 
should go back and do what 
the scripture says on this mat-
ter, a lot of people will be lifted 
out of extreme poverty. Tithes 
are particularly meant for the 
orphans, widows, strangers 
and other needy people; it is 
not for building projects. Rather 
than feed the hungry flock, we 
are now more concerned about 
physical structure and private 
jets,” he says.

 The question of succession
One other issue that is fuel-

ling discontent among church 
members is the manner of suc-
cession. No one lives forever, 
and so, as some of the church 
founders get older, church 
members are getting increas-
ingly rattled. Many within 
the church, however, fear 
that some church founders, 
because they see the church 
as their personal investment, 
may be grooming their chil-
dren or other family members 
to take over from them.

Although BDSUNDAY 
could not get the registra-
tion documents of the mega-
churches in the country so as 
to know the names of directors 
and possible manner of succes-
sion in the event of death of 
their founders, our research 
shows that for a church like 
Winners Chapel, for instance, 
its succession pattern is en-
shrined in the church’s ‘Red 
Book’ or ‘Mandate’.

However, a cursory look 
at the governance structure 
of Covenant University, 
owned by Winners Chapel, 
shows that the World Mission 
Agency (WMA), an arm of 
the church, is the proprietor 
of the university. The Board 
of Trustee of WMA appoints 
members and also elects the 
chairman of the Board of Re-
gents (Governing Council), the 

apex governing body of Cove-
nant University. Oyedepo, the 
founder and presiding Bishop 
of Winners’ Chapel, is chancel-
lor of the university, chairman 
of the Board of Trustee of 
WMA, as well as chairman of 
Board of Regents.

BDSUNDAY res earch 
into the structure of RCCG 
also shows that Pastor E. A. 
Adeboye serves as General 
Overseer, chairman of Gov-
erning Council, and chair-
man Board of Trustees of the 
church. However, apart from 
Pastor (Mrs) Folu Adeboye, 
whose name appears among 
members of the Governing 
Council and whose only title 
is Mother-in-Israel and Wife 
of the General Overseer, there 
is no member of the Adeboye 
family serving in the church’s 
governing council, as special 
assistant to the general over-
seer, or on nine-member Board 
of Trustees. Sources close to 
the church say the way RCCG 
is structured, Adeboye’s wife 
succeeding him is a far shot.

But if precedents are any-
thing to go by, and given that 
many of these churches are 
worth several hundreds of 
millions in assets, there are 
reasons to believe that it would 
be easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle 
than for anyone outside the 
immediate family of these 
church founders to succeed 
them.

At the death of Archbishop 
Benson Idahosa, founder and 
former leader of Church of God 
Mission International, in 1998, 
his wife, Margaret, took over 
the leadership of the church.

Similarly, following the 
gruesome murder of Bishop 
Harford Anayo Iloputaife, 
founder and presiding bishop 
of the Victory Christian Cen-
tre, by unknown assailants, 
his wife, Nkechi, took over the 
helm of affairs at the church as 
the presiding bishop.

 Church money also goes 
into philanthropy

 In truth, some of Nigeria’s 

churches that have enormous 
resources and are truly led by 
the spirit are giving back to 
society in various ways, espe-
cially by reaching out to the 
poor and the less-privileged.

“We use the income of the 
church to build schools; we 
use the income of the church 
to serve the needs of the poor. 
These are non-profit organisa-
tions,” Bishop Oyedepo told 
Reuters in an interview.

Stories also abound of 
churches that have helped 
their indigent members to pay 
hospital bills, house rents and 
even such basic necessities 
as food.

Aloysius Odoh, a mid-
dle-aged man, is a member 
of Saint Michael’s Anglican 
Church, Coker, Lagos, where 
he also works as the church’s 
Sexton. Recently, Aloy was 
struck down by a strange ill-
ness which required a large 
sum of money to treat. The 
church lived up to its billing 
by picking up his hospital bills 
and also came to his rescue 
when his landlord served 
him a quit notice by paying 
for a new three-bedroom 
apartment where he and his 
family live now.

Some big churches that 
have the capacity even em-
bark on community develop-
ment projects such as reha-
bilitation of roads and tarring 
of streets, sinking of boreholes 
for the use of people within 
their immediate surround-
ings, provision of streetlights, 
among others.

The church, right from the 
time of the early missionaries, 
has always shown burning 
interest in education and have, 
where the resources are avail-
able, gone all out to promote 
teaching and learning either 
by establishing their own pri-
vate schools, or by helping to 
improve existing or build new 
structures in public schools.

Such interest was mani-
fested recently when the LP 
40 of RCCG, otherwise known 
as Solid Rock Parish, built, 

furnished and presented to 
the Lagos State government 
a magnificent block of 12 
classrooms at Ojodu Primary 
School in Ikeja area of the state. 

The Ojodu Primary School 
project, built with the best of 
modern architecture and fur-
nished with state-of-the-art 
facilities, is the church’s own 
“little way” of supporting and 
complementing the efforts of 
the state government at pro-
viding quality education for its 
pupils in a conducive learning 
environment.

Though the cost of that 
building could not be ascer-
tained, given the size, qual-
ity of the structure and the 
facilities provided, it could 
be safely said that the project 
must have cost the church 
hundreds of millions of naira 
to make it stand where and 
how it is.

The project is just the first 
in the series of such schools 
the church intends to build 
in various schools across the 
state and, according to Femi 
Atoyebi, a Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria (SAN) and the pastor 
in charge of RCCG Region 19, 
the church is “committed to 
building one block of 12 class-
rooms every year for the next 
few years”.

BDSUNDAY check on the 
website of Kings University 
in Osun State, owned by Pas-
tor Matthew Ashimolowo of 
Kingsway International Chris-
tian Centre (KICC), shows that 
the tertiary institution offered 
scholarship opportunities in 
two categories to exceptional 
students for the 2015/2016 
academic session.

The Matthew Ashimolowo 
Scholarship Scheme (MASS), as 
advertised on the website, had 
a total of 40 full tuition and 
accommodation scholarships 
for academically outstanding 
applicants of Kings Univer-
sity in the areas of Manage-
ment Sciences (10 students), 
Information Technology (10 
students), and Sciences (20 
students); while KICC Scholar-
ship Scheme had a total of 80 
full tuition and accommoda-
tion scholarships for academi-
cally outstanding applicants 
of Kings University in the 
following categories: Ode-Omu 
indigenes (5 students), Man-
agement Sciences (25 students), 
Information Technology (20 
students), and Sciences (30 
students).

However, many Nigerians 
say considering the immense 
wealth controlled by these 
churches, they should be able 
to do more.

“Why should a church use 
money from the congrega-
tion’s tithes and offerings to set 
up a school and children of the 
poor people in the church can-
not attend the schools because 
of exorbitant fees?” fumed Ayo 
David, a worshipper with one 
of the popular churches.

Continued  from  page  2
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News 
Emokpae harps on need to 
support the less-privilegedO

sarenren Emok-
pae,  a  philan-
thropist, has ac-
knowledged the 
finger of God in 

his trajectory in life, saying 
that whatever he is today was 
purely orchestrated by the 
Almighty.

Emokpae made this dis-
closure at a gathering to mark 
his 60th birthday anniver-
sary, recently. In a voice laden 
with gratitude, the visioner 
of the Refuge Centre for the 
Needy, showered praises on 
his Maker, who according to 
him, has sustained him in all 
of the 60 years so far on earth.

The ceremony took place 
at the Golden Tulip Hotel, 
Amuwo Odofin, Festac, Lagos.

Emokpae, who also is the 
chairman of Havilah Open 
Door Limited, encouraged his 
guests and the public at large 
to extend their blessings to 
the needy.

“Until we start to dem-
onstrate love to each other 
especially to our fellow hu-
man beings, we may never 
get the social justice and the 
democracy we talk so often 
about,” he said.

According to him, the cel-
ebration is just a medium to 
reach out to the less-privi-
leged. “There are so many 
poor people out there, God has 
created, and those of us whom 
God has blessed should be able 
to reach out to the poor. Until 
we do this we will not be able 
to achieve social equity in this 

county,” he said.
He announced that all the 

gifts received by him on the 
occasion, would be converted 
into cash and sent to the ‘ref-
uge centre for the needy’, a 

centre that provides meals, 
medical attention and transit 
accommodation to the needy.

In his keynote address 

at the event, on ‘Innovating 
Africa’, Tosin Atewologun, a 
director of Ecobank Transna-
tional Incorporated, said that 

the absence of innovation in 
Africa was one of the problems 
in Africa leadership today.

“Leadership is not about 
giving orders but transform-
ing ideas into symbolism. Our 
leaders need to learn to trans-
form ideas into symbols so as to 
make an impact in the lives of 
those being governed,” he said.

Apparently referring to 
political leaders, Atewologun 
said that the failure of lead-
ers to redeem their campaign 
promises breeds pain and 
anguish in the lives of many 
of the people they rule thereby 
arousing dissatisfaction in the 
minds of the people.

He stressed that poverty 
weigh so heavy on almost all 
African countries owing to the 
fact that one out of every two 
African earn below 1 dollar 
50 cent.

“The rate of poverty in Af-
rica is higher than any other 
continent. To me, I the slump 
in oil prices as an opportunity 
for innovation. There are alter-
natives to oil which is Agricul-
ture. Diversification is another 
opportunity for the country to 
focus less on oil,” he added.

URJA Foundation celebrates 
3rd anniversary 

U
rja Foundation, an 
initiative of an In-
dian expatriate in 
Nigeria, celebrates 

three years of giving sup-
port to the less-privileged in 
Nigeria by supporting the 
education of 50 children and 
adopting 18 children from 
orphanages and rural com-
munities.

The foundation, accord-
ing to its chairperson, Rukhi 
Mitra, started in 2013 based 
on her personal experience 
with people coming to meet 
her for assistance, but due to 
limited resources, she decided 
to call some friends to start 
Urja Foundation as a fund 
raiser for educational charity.

The foundation, which 
started with just three mem-
bers now have a strong team 
of 21 with about 30 to 40 vol-
unteers helping to raise fund 
and teach pupils in schools, 
occasionally.

According to Mitra, “we 
go to teach in public schools 
regularly every year and we 
have adopted 18 children so 
far and we want to adopt 
nine every year, but this year 
has been so difficult we have 
not been able to do it but 
our sponsors are still there 

with us in cash and in kind,” 
she said.

“Urja Foundation is basi-
cally a fund raiser. People 
support the foundation be-
cause they know it is out to 
help kids through life. This 
function is basically a fund 
raiser and when you have a 
function, people know that 
Urja Foundation is there, and 
they are doing something for 
the kids.

“Apart from supporting 
education in the rural areas, 
the foundation is also about 
cultural inclusion as it has 
been infusing Nigerian cul-
ture into Indian children and 
Indian culture into Nigerian 
children through dance and 
by teaching them how to 
prepare food from both cul-
tures”.

Speaking further, Mi-
tra said: “When we go into 
schools or orphanage, we 
don’t just give them gift rather 
we talk with them, dance and 
teach them”. The foundation 
gives books (exercise and text 
books) and also offer fun ride 
for orphans to make them feel 
that sense of belonging and 
inclusiveness.

Urja also encourages the 
adopted children to perform 
well in school as the foun-
dation is going to sponsor 
children with good results for 

higher education. The founda-
tion has been to schools in 
Ilupeju, Makoko to teach in 
the past three years and some 
motherless babies’ homes in 
Lagos.

While speaking about the 
support given to the foun-
dation by the Indian High 
Commission in Nigeria, Vyas  
Deo Choudhary, head of 
Chancery, India High Com-
mission, Lagos said, because 
the High Commissioner of 
India is a representative of 
the Indian government in 
Nigeria, “we are duty bound 
to support activities of Indi-
ans particularly who have 
applied to the High Commis-
sion. I believe this founda-
tion can help boost bilateral 
relations between Nigeria 
and India.” According to 
Choudhary, Urja Foundation 
is to help children who are 
less-privileged through edu-
cation and by giving them 
proper education, their lives 
get better.

The celebration was spiced 
up by performances from 
various dance artistes both 
from Nigeria and India that 
depict the cultural exchange 
and smooth infusion of both 
cultures with some awards 
like person of the year 2015 
for charity and best cook/chef 
of the year 2015.

Redeemed Volunteers unveils 
‘Stomp for Jesus 2016’

T
he Redeemed Chris-
tian Church of God 
(RCCG) region 14, 
Calabar with sup-

port from the Redeemed 
Volunteers (RV) recently 
unveiled the initiative ‘Stomp 
for Jesus 2016’, at the Nation-
al Headquarters of the RCCG 
to win souls for Christ at the 
annual Calabar carnival. 

Speaking on the initiative 
at a media event in Lagos, 
Richard Adeboye, pastor-in-
charge of Region 14, Calabar, 
represented by Deji Afuye 
said: “When we got to Cala-
bar, we realised that the 
carnival takes about a whole 
month. We thought there 

should be another way of 
celebrating Christmas with-
out losing the very essence of 
Christian living.”

According to Adeboye, 
carnival started in the Bible. 
Citing the example of Jesus’ 
triumphant entering into 
Jerusalem when people had 
to spread their wears on the 
ground for him to ride in 
celebration, he said that gave 
rise to the concept of the 
Stomp for Jesus. The initiative 
also involves Christian social 
responsibility (CSR) towards 
winning souls.   

Coordinator of the initia-
tive, Hilerus Edet said: “Stomp 
for Jesus is set to take the na-
tion’s premier carnival event 
to a new level.”

 According to Edet, the 
intention is to align with 
the special charge of the 
General Overseer (GO) of 
the church Pastor Enoch 
Adeboye and to engage the 
over 5million participants 
at the Calabar International 
Carnival in a spectacular life 
transforming and soul win-
ning outreach.

“It is our intention that 
in the week that the world 
celebrates the Calabar car-
nival in December this year, 
the enchanting Redeemed 
Volunteers in Region 14 with 
support from Rivers, Edo, 
Delta and other South West-
ern States should take to the 
streets of Calabar for the first 
time to openly minister Jesus 
Christ,” he said.

And thereafter a non-stop 
high praise featuring inter-
national gospel artiste Kirk 
Franklyn will be staged at the 
Calabar township stadium. 
The platform this year will 
be expanded to showcase 
our security conference and 
training. An estimated 15000 
Redeemed Volunteers will 
Stomp for Jesus on the streets 
of Calabar between the 27th 
and 29th of December 2016” 
he said.

SEYI JOHN SALAU
SEYI JOHN SALAU

His Royal Majesty, Brigadier-General Bright Ateke Fiboinumama (rtd), and his wife, Siki Mariam, during his coronation as the Obeomomuodo (Amadabo) of 
Abuloma Kingdom, Rivers State, recently.

…As Ecobank director tasks politicians on campaign promises



FG raises committee to 
concession railway

T
he Federal Govern-
ment Friday com-
menced moves to 
concession the east-
ern and western 

lines of the Nigeria Railways, 
with the inauguration of a 
Steering Committee.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the committee, Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo 
stated that the purpose of the 
committee is to create a one-
stop shop for the concession, 
fast track the process and 
beat the

red tape & bureaucratic 
bottlenecks, as part of efforts 
to spur a transformation of 
the railway infrastructure in 
the country.

The committee as part of 
its terms of reference is ex-
pected to advise the National 
Council on Privatisation (NCP) 
on policy issues that

impact on stakeholders 
interest; To advise the Bureau 
of Public Enterprises (BPE) on 

efforts at improving stakehold-
ers relations; To advise BPE and 
Federal Ministry of Transpor-
tation on planning,

coordination and imple-
mentation of Nigeria Railway 
Corporation; To review existing 
legislations, reports, studies and 
any other relevant information 
on the railway sector and pro-
vide guidance on policy

concession of the project;
The committee is also ex-

pected to review the activities 
of the Project Delivery Team 
that would facilitate the con-
cession, guide the project

delivery team in the con-
cession process, assist the 
concessionaire to obtain all 
clearances, approvals and per-
mits as may be necessary; To 

ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG

issues; To review economic 
and financial viability of the 
project and recommend the 
level of Federal Government 
of Nigeria (FGN) investment;

To review the concession 
framework developed by 
the Project Delivery Team; To 
review the technical, financial 
and legal framework for the 
successful preparation and 

assist in organisation of work-
shops, and public awareness 
campaigns on the concession 
process;  To brief the NCP and 
Federal Executive Council 
(FEC) from time to time on 
the activities of the Steering 
Committee; and to carry out 
any other function that will 
facilitate the delivery.

The 20-member commit-
tee chaired by the Minister of 
Transport, Rotimi Amaechi, 
is composed of officials and 
individuals from relevant pub-
lic and private sector agencies 
& firms.

Osinbajo urged the steering 
committee on the concession 
of the nation’s railway to be in-
novative, urging the members 
to remove whatever obstacles 
that stands in the way of a 
smooth concessioning

process, hoping that the 
committee will meet its dead-
lines and end up “to be an 
example of how it should be 
done.” Observing the challeng-
es of bureaucratic bottlenecks 
in the public service delivery 
system, he said the Buhari 
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administration is determined 
to overcome it.

Explaining the impor-
tance of the committee, the 
Vice President added “I think 
this steering committee is 
extremely important because 
we have

tried to bring together 
everybody that should be 
involved in this (concession-
ing) project in order to see 
to it that we deliver quickly 
and efficiently in a man-
ner that justifies Federal 
Government’sexpense in the 
project.”

Continuing he said, “the 
whole idea of the steering 
committee raises the issue 
we are trying to address, 
to have a one-stop shop for 
all approvals, objections or 
problems so that we can 
realise our target.”

Speaking after the inaugu-
ration, the Minister of Trans-
portation said that the com-
mittee was set up to ensure the 
concession of the nation’s rail-
way and is expected to submit 
its report in six months time.

British Council moves to empower 
youths against violent extremism

W
orried by the 
i n c r e a s i n g 
wave of violent 
extremism ac-

tivities across the country, 
the British Council’s Nige-
ria Stability and Reconcilia-
tion Programme (NSRP) has 
launched a campaign tagged 
Positive Voices Campaign 
Project (PVCP) Community 
engagement initiative, to boost 
the resilience of youths to 
negative influences.

The campaign, which is in-
fluenced by counter-terrorism 
programme of the Office of 
the National Security Adviser, 
(NSA) is aimed at reposition-
ing the mindset of the young 
people in the areas that have 
experienced one form of con-
flict or the other.

Speaking at the launch of 
the campaign in Abuja Friday, 
Furera Jamare, chief executive 
officer of Micro Development 
Consulting Limited, managers 
of the project, explained that 
the PVCP is about increasing 
the resilience of youths to 
negative influences through 
the identification and train-
ing of individuals or Positive 
Voices from selected states 
across the country.

She noted that the indi-
viduals would serve as role 
models and mentors to youths 
in their communities through 
Community Engagement Ini-
tiatives (CEIs).

“As you are aware, over 
the years there has been a 
noticeable increase in bigotry, 
intolerance and violent ac-
tivities among the youths. We 
believe that one contributing 
factor is the lack of positive 
influences and role models for 
the country’s teeming youths,” 
she stressed.

The pilot project which has 
18months guidelines will be 
implemented in six States of 
the country; Borno, Kaduna, 
Kano, Kogi, Plateau and Yobe.

In his remarks, the NSRP 
programme manager, Ukoha 
Ukiwo said his organisation is 
proud to be associated with the 
initiative which he describe as 
‘innovative’ pointing out that it 
was gratifying joining forces 
with other civil society organ-
isations to put in place efforts 
that would engender peace 
and security of the nation.

“Through the training our 
‘positive voices’ have received, 
we know that they will go 
back to their communities 
and reach out to their fellow 
youths which will go a long 
way in making their localities 

better. Their little efforts will 
contribute to other big ones to 
bring about a better society,” 
Ukiwo stated.

He averred that, the pro-
gramme was carefully de-
signed to enhance compat-
ibility with the targeted areas, 
beneficiaries as well as produce 
huge results and lessons which 
would help in designing subse-
quent programmes just as he 
enjoined the trained “voices” 
to champion the pioneering 
role bestowed on them with 
outmost seriousness.

In his explanation, the 
Project Manager, Innocent 
Yamuza said the PVCP will be 
partnering with other relevant 
stakeholders including com-
munity leaders, local and state 
governments, Non-Govern-
mental Organisations (NGOs), 
the media and other develop-
ment partners to showcase 
events that will present the 
PVs initiatives in the pres-
ence interested parties that 
may choose to fund further 
intended projects.

Also speaking, the Project 
Advisory Chairman, Fatima 
Akilu regretted that many 
communities have found 
themselves trapped in con-
sequences of extreme violent 
clashes even as it is not due to 
their fault.

KENNETH AZAHAN, Abuja

IPOB: Nnamdi Kanu ready for 
political solution to predicament

T
he embattled leader 
of the Indigenous 
Pe o p l e  o f  B i a f ra 
( I P O B ) ,  N n a m d i 

Kanu, who is being incarcer-
ated at the Kuje Prisons, has 
disclosed his willingness to 
engage the President Mu-
hammadu Buhari-led Fed-
eral Government, in finding 
a genuine political solution, 
“in resolving his present po-
litically-orchestrated ordeal”.

The IPOB leader made 
this known in Abuja through 
his lawyer, Ifeanyi Ejiofor, 
while dissociating himself 
from the purported negotia-
tions going on between the 
Federal Government and 
the members of the Move-
ment for the Emancipation 
of the Niger Delta (MEND), 
where Kanu was named to 
have been part of.

“Nnamdi Kanu has no 
connection, contact, ties or 
any form of relationship with 
the members of the MEND. 
As such, MEND has no im-
plied, direct or express au-
thority of Nnamdi Kanu to 
represent him or IPOB in any 

purported negotiations, going 
on between MEND and the 
Federal Government.

“However, Nnamdi Kanu 
is not averse to political solu-
tion, in resolving his present 
politically-orchestrated or-
deal”, he said.

The Federal Government 
was cautioned on going on 
a wild goose chase of spon-
soring its representatives to 
travel to far away Bayelsa 

State or the creeks of Niger 
Delta region, in order to reach 
Kanu, because “they know 
where they kept him, which 
is easily accessible to them”.

Furthermore, the Biafra 
agitator again lampooned the 
Federal Government for frus-
trating his trial with undue 
delays, reiterating his stance 
for the trial court, Justice John 
Tsoho, to disqualify itself from 
the matter.

Kanu, who is standing 
trial before the court on a 
six- count charge alongside 
one Benjamin Madubugwu 
and David Nwauisi also al-
leged that, the concocted 
charge of treasonable felony 
preferred against him was 
to secure his continued and 
unjust incarceration, having 
been granted bail by Justice 
Adeniyi Ademola of an Abuja 
Federal High Court.

“The question now arises 
as to whether a single individ-
ual can be charged solely with 
offence of treasonable felony, 
taking into cognisance the 
ingredients of the treason as 
enumerated under Section 41 
of the criminal code Act Cap 
C38 laws of the federation”.

 

SEYI ANJORIN, ABUJA

…Says ‘Mend not negotiating for me’

Nnamdi Kanu



L-R; Yinka Adedoyin, member, executive council, Federal Nigeria Society for the blind; Fola Osibo, chairman, 
executive council, Federal Nigeria Society for the blind; Felicia Obozuwa, divisional head, human resources 
& change management, First City Monument Bank; Akinola Oni a visually Impaired staff of FCMB and 
Diran Olojo, group head, corporate communications and brand management FCMB, during the donation 
of Braillers by FCMB to the Federal Nigeria society for the blind vocational training Centre in Lagos
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L-R: Tom Kocsis, head of banking and microfinance, Letshego Holdings; Kola Durojaiye, deputy director, 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN); John Ologe, acting managing director, Letshego MFB Nigeria, and Chris 
Low, group managing director Letshego Holdings, at a Press conference to announce the re-branding 
of FBN MFB in Letshego MFB in Lagos.                 Pic by Olawale Amoo

L-R: Omosehin Ademola, one of the winners at the lagos regional draw of the “FCMB Millionaire Promo 
Season 3”; Olu Akanmu, divisional head, retail banking of First City Monument Bank (FCMB) Limited, and 
Funmilola Paseda, regional retail head of the bank, during the promo draws ceremony held at Ajah in Lagos.

Cross Section of staffs from Transsion Holding Limited/ Syinix Electronics and Partners at the Syinix TV 
launch recently held in Lagos.

L-R: Ahmad Aliyu, Cummins regional manager, South West; Doris Okeyide, Cummins workshop manager; 
Joan Oben, Vijay Kumar, Cummins general manager aftermarkets; Victor Agbaje, CIT liaison officer Cummins 
Power offering community service, at the Hearts of Gold Children’s Hospice in Lagos.

L-R: Bunmi Akinyemiju, Capital founding partner; Nichole Yembra, Capital managing partner, and Kunmi 
Demuren, Capital founding partner, during the launching of Green House Capital at the Oriental Hotel, Lagos.

L-R: Mary Dinah, CEO of Job-Link and Nishita DevAnand, Hotelier; unveiling Nigeria’s globally recognised 
hotel ratings guide. At Job-Link head office, Lagos.

L-R: Amidat Anifowoshe, tutor-general/permanent secretary, Education District V1, Lagos State Ministry 
of Education; Steve Babaeko, chief executive officer, X3M Ideas; Ibidun Olawuyi, director/principal, Ikeja 
Senior High School; Olukoya Ayokunle, director, District V1, and Oluyemisi Odiete, representing of the 
office of Education Quality Assurance Zone 18 Ikeja, at the commissioning of the School Library donated 
by X3M Ideas to mark its 4th anniversary and 2016 Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) intervention 
project in Ikeja, Lagos



W
i t h  t h e  a p -
proval of sub-
c o m m i t t e e s 
for its National 
Convention by 

the National Convention Plan-
ning Committee of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) sched-
uled to hold on August 17, 2016, 
in Port Harcourt, Rivers State, the 
die appears to have been cast for 
the coveted number one seat of 
Nigeria’s main opposition party, 
but signs are that ferocious storm 
from Ali Modu Sheriff, factional 
leader of the party may further 
assail the umbrella party.

“Under the law, Ali Modu 
Sheriff can still cause trouble 
for us”, says Dotun Hasssan, 
president, Yoruba Youths Council 
(YYC), who is also a lawyer and a 
member of the PDP, adding “We 
have a mixed bag of legal situ-
ation. The PDP convention has 
brought a lot of concerns to the 
judiciary. Judges have brought 
contempt to judicial environ-
ment. The Chief Justice of the 
Federation is the only one that 
can save the situation now. The 
mistake of the Makarfi-led PDP 
is going to hurt them at this criti-
cal point in time. Sheriff can still 
render the August 17 Convention 
useless”. 

Sheriff was sacked by a nulli-
fied convention in the same Port 
Harcourt on May 21, and was re-
placed with a caretaker chairman, 
Ahmed Makarfi, from Kaduna 
State and a former presidential 
adviser to ex-President Goodluck 
Jonathan, alongside Ben Obi, 
who was elected secretary of the 
caretaker committee, with the 
mandate to manage the affairs of 
the party for three months.

A Federal High Court in Lagos 

had a day earlier restrained the 
PDP from conducting elections 
into the offices of the national 
chairman, national secretary and 
national auditor of the party, and 
also restrained the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) from monitoring the con-
duct of any election into the af-
fected offices.

Thereafter, there have been 
several judicial pronouncements 
and counter pronouncements, 
with both sides daring Court Or-
ders by laying claim to two paral-
lel conventions which resulted in 
the emergence of Makarfi in Port 
Harcourt and Ibrahim Mantu 
and Tunde Adeniran in Abuja as 
co-chairmen.

But Sheriff on his part has 
insisted that the only way the 
crisis could be averted lies on 
the decision of Makarfi-led care-
taker committee to throw in the 
towel and join his faction which, 
he claims, is the authentic PDP, 
and asked Makarfi to nominate 
10 persons while he will also 
nominate 10 persons to form a 
convention.

But with the Makarfi-led fac-
tion zoning the PDP chairman-
ship position to the South-West, 
regional politicking heightened 
penultimate week, particularly, 
in Lagos, the domain of Bode 
George, a front runner, Ekiti and 
Ondo States where PDP gover-
nors are in charge; even as party 
loyalists expressed concern that 
the number of aspirants jostling 
for the position may further 
do more harm than good, if a 
consensus is not reached before 
urgently.

In the race alongside the ex-
Custom boss and former chair-
man of PDP in the region are: Jimi 
Agbaje, PDP’s governorship can-
didate in Lagos State in the 2015 
election; Gbenga Daniel, former 

governor of Ogun State; Tunde 
Adeniran, a former minister of 
Education, among others.  

 A group of political leaders 
in Ekiti State, under the aegis of 
Ekiti Integrity Forum, has already 
thrown its weight behind Adeni-
ran, for the PDP chairmanship 
position. In a statement by Dayo 
Olanrewaju, its spokesperson, 
the group said: “Without mincing 
words, if you check the records, 
Adeniran stands tall among the 
contestants.”

Pundits are of the view that 
Bode George may steal the show 
with his huge and robust contacts 
and influence. He was quoted to 
have said he would not step down 
for new comers, one of which is 
incidentally, his own political son. 

On his part, Jimi Agbaje, a 
pharmacist-turned politician, 
has already promised to lead 
the party back to winning ways 
if elected chairman at the Port 
Harcourt convention.

He told journalists shortly 
after he picked the nomination 
forms at the party’s headquarters 
in Abuja that as a candidate who 
does not belong to any of the fac-
tions, he stands a better chance to 
unite all the contending forces in 
the party.

“We accept that mistakes 
were made in the past in the 
PDP, especially with our internal 
democracy. So we have to go back 
to the position of the founding 
fathers of our party on internal 
democracy. We have to go back 
to our constitution. That is very 
important. We have to be more 
all-inclusive as we have been 
thus far. It is about bringing 
people nearer rather than send-
ing them far away from the party. 
Everybody must feel to be part of 
this party.

“What I bring to the table is 
that I am not a member of any 

faction or any tendencies. I am 
in a position to talk to everybody, 
to ensure that if you love the PDP, 
then it is time to come back to 
the zone. I will appeal to those 
who feel very strongly to join 
us because Nigeria cannot make 
the progress it deserves without 
a viable opposition and that PDP 
is going to provide that opposition 
as an alternative government and 
in a responsible manner,” he said.

But with the South-West cau-
cus of the PDP narrowing the 
race by zoning the chair slot to 
Lagos and Ogun states, Gbenga 
Daniel, former governor of Ogun 
State, is also a candidate of inter-
est, with the influence and con-
tacts to pull a surprise; unless he is 
asked to step down in a consensus 
arrangement.

To this effect, the south-west 
caucus has set up a six-man com-
mittee to be chaired by Yekinni 
Adeojo, a former governorship 
aspirant in Oyo State to meet 
with the three aspirants from 
Lagos and Ogun with the view to 
coming up with a consensus can-
didate for the coveted position.

But  Dotun Hassan told 
BDSUNDAY that the PDP needs 
someone with a wider scope of 
experience, who can take the 
party beyond antagonistic oppo-
sition politicking, a wider scope of 
reason and who can proffer alter-
native solutions to the mirage of 
problems confronting the nation.

“We need a person without a 
tainted record as far as Yoruba 
leadership is concerned. We val-
ue integrity so much in the south 
western region. Whoever we are 
nominating from the region must 
be somebody above board. We 
need a chairman who can play 
a brother’s keeper position in 
order not to aggravate the polity. 
We need someone who can come 
with solution, not just telling us 

the ailment,” he said.
He advised that the party en-

dorse a level playing field where 
all candidates can prove their 
popularity; rather than engage 
in imposition of candidate for 
whatever reason, saying that the 
Port Harcourt convention will go 
a long way in deciding whether 
Nigerians would take the PDP 
serious or not.

 Ebenezer Babatope, a chief-
tain of the PDP, told BDSUNDAY 
that Jimi Agbaje cannot stand in 
the way of Bode George’s road to 
Wadata House, and that the La-
gos chapter of the PDP is solidly 
behind George.

He said: “I am not contesting 
but my friend Bode George is con-
testing. We have all agreed that 
the consensus candidate should 
be Bode George. I am not aware 
that Fayose said that Bode is too 
old to lead the PDP. That informa-
tion may not be very correct”.

When asked about Jimi Ag-
baje’s interest in the race, he said: 
“When did he join the PDP? He 
joined two years ago. Is that the 
person that should now stand in 
the way of a Bode George who 
has laboured over the years for 
the PDP?  You cannot put the cart 
before the horse. The leaders of 
the party in the south-west have 
done the correct thing by endors-
ing Bode George.

“I can assure you that we are 
okay. Sheriff won’t be able to stop 
us from moving forward. Bode 
George has the capacity to unite 
all the warring members of the 
party. He is our ideal choice for 
the position. The PDP is ready to 
provide the right opposition that 
Nigerians have been yearning 
for. We are not bothered by the 
factions at all because all will 
soon come to the fold. As the cap-
tain of ship, I can assure you that 
Bode George will lead us to glory.”

Intrigues in South-West, as Bode George  
battles Agbaje, Adeniran, Daniel   

Bode George Jimi AgbajeGbenga Daniel Tunde Adeniran
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PDP chair:
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H
e took many people 
by surprise some 
months ago when 
he wrote to the 
leadership of the 

People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
that he was leaving the party. At 
the time he wrote the letter, he 
said he was yet to determine his 
next political move. But analysts 
had predicted then that Ken 
Nnamani, a former Senate presi-
dent, must be thinking about 
joining the ruling All Progres-
sives Congress (APC).

In February this year, Nna-
mani had announced his depar-
ture from the PDP in a statement 
entitled ‘PDP, the Burden and My 
Conscience’. He stated that he 
was quitting the party “without 
any iota of bitterness” in his 
heart because the platform had 
abandoned “the path of its noble 
vision and values”.

“I do not believe I should 
continue to be a member of 
the PDP as it is defined today,” 
Nnamani said, explaining that 
“This is certainly not the party I 
joined years ago to help change 
my country. I do not also believe 
that the PDP as it is managed to-
day will provide an opportunity 
for me to continue to play the 
politics of principles and values 
which I set for myself as a young 
man on leaving graduate school 
and working for a large mul-
tinational in the United States 
in the 70s and 80s. Therefore, 
today I resign my membership 
of the PDP.”

According to him, “in step-
ping out of partisan politics for 
the meantime, I will continue to 
be politically engaged; I will also 
continue to support the govern-
ment and all the elected officers 
in Nigeria to repositioning the 
nation.

“I will also constructively crit-
icise them when by commission 
or omission they take actions 
that could damage the prospects 
of transforming Nigeria into a 
productive, merit-based and 
honestly governed country.”

He added that all efforts he 
put in to ensure that the PDP 
leadership after the ill-fated 
general election return the party 
to the path of honour and accep-
tance did not yield fruit, hence 
his decision to bid bye to the 
umbrella party.

“In the circumstance, I have 
to move on and get on with my 
life,” Nnamani said.

The politician from Enugu 
East Senatorial District came to 
political limelight when he pre-
sided over the upper legislative 
chamber of the National Assem-
bly with panache. He particu-
larly won himself acclaim from 
many Nigerians when he shot 
down the third term ambition 

Ken Nnamani: Ready to make the next move?
ZEBULON AGOMUO

of the then President Olusegun 
Obasanjo. Since he left office in 
2007, the Nkanu-born politician 
has headed several committees 
and was a rallying point to many 
politicians in the PDP fold.

Like every typical Nigerian 
politician, Nnamani appears not 
comfortable to go into political 
oblivion so early which the sud-
den defeat of the PDP at the 2015 
presidential election suggested. 
He may have weighed the op-
tion of staying put in a sinking 
PDP and jumping ship with the 
possibility of his remaining rel-
evant in politics, at least through 
the remaining years of President 
Muhammadu Buhari in office. 

Nnamani, pundits say, may 
have planned to leverage on his 
old relationship with the presi-
dent, when both of them were 
in the defunct All People’s Party 
(APP). The senator left the APP 
for the PDP after the general 

election in 1999. When BDSUN-
DAY contacted the senator after 
he wrote the letter to the PDP 
signifying his exit, Nnamani said 
he was yet to make up his mind 
on what next to do. But feelers 
now indicate that he may soon 
join the APC. Already, the move 
has begun to shake the party in 
the state where other big wig 
politicians have also retired to. 
It would be recalled that Jim 
Nwobodo, governor of the old 
Anambra State, who had also 
been many things in the PDP 
since 1999, recently pulled out 
from the umbrella party.

The political rivalry between 
– Nnamani and Nwobodo, has 
run deep and wide. Both have re-
mained political foes since 2003, 
when Ken Nnamani contested 
the senatorial election that took 
him to the Senate. At that time, 
the political machinery, ‘Ebe 
Ano’ built by the then governor 

of Enugu State, Chimaroke Nna-
mani, was so powerful that all 
those who contested elections 
on its platform sailed through, 
effortlessly. It was at that point 
that the political career of Nwo-
bodo took a snow dive. Ever 
since, Nwobodo’s efforts to re-
launch himself into political 
relevance have consistently met 
brick walls.

Although Nnamani rode to 
political prominence on the 
back of Chimaroke’s towering 
influence at the time, the duo 
parted ways shortly after the 
election. Although Nnamani 
may be bringing into the APC a 
character of integrity built over 
the years; although he may be 
looked upon as a politician who 
is not a rabble-rouser, his deci-
sion to join the broom-waving 
band just less than two years 
after his party lost election, crit-
ics say, question his integrity and 

his claim of selfless politics.
However, an indigene of the 

state, Paul Ezema, a legal practi-
tioner, said the move by Senator 
Nnamani to join the APC in 
Enugu could be seen from the 
point of view of what the game 
of politics actually is.

“Politics is not a religion where 
people consider the kingdom of 
God and hell before taking any 
decision; in politics it is purely 
self. It is about ‘me, I and not we’. 
And when that self is no longer 
being served in one party, they 
opt out. There is no morality in 
politics,” Ezema said.

According to him, “For Sena-
tor Nnamani, he has made good 
use of the PDP to achieve some-
thing for himself when the party 
was relevant; today, except those 
who want to deceive them-
selves, PDP is a destroyed party 
and can never win any election 
in its present form, so, forward-
looking politicians will find it 
difficult to remain in a house that 
has shown signs of imminent 
collapse and no right-thinking 
person stays in such a house 
until it falls on them eventu-
ally. I have nothing against his 
movement.”

Adolphus Oke, a public affairs 
commentator, also told BDSUN-
DAY that there is no sentiment 
in politics.

“I know the question some 
people may be asking now is, 
why is he leaving a party that 
provided him the platform to 
get to the height he reached, but 
sentiments apart, people must 
move and that is the beauty of 
politics,” Oke said.

Ade Thompson, a lecturer 
with a private institution, ex-
pressed disappointment, saying 
if the senator decides to join the 
APC today, he would have disap-
pointed many of his admirers.

Thompson said that the pen-
chant for politicians to ditch 
their parties at slightest reasons 
smacks of lack of ideology and 
integrity.

“When Senator Ken Nnamani 
wrote the letter to the PDP 
that he was leaving the party, 
I thought he was retiring from 
politics to be a statesman, but 
when I saw his pictures in the 
newspapers with the President 
at the Villa I knew something 
must be fishy. He led some South 
East leaders to see the President; 
again he went to the Villa with 
David Mark, Masari and some 
others. People must be known 
for something. Let those we 
thought had some grain of integ-
rity retain their integrity. What 
is he looking for in the APC he 
has not seen or got? Is it money 
or fame? People must learn 
to draw a line. Until we get to 
that point in Nigeria, we would 
continue to totter as a nation,” 
Thompson said.

Nnamani
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PDP leadership crisis: Any end in sight?

C
onflicts and disagree-
ments are part and 
parcel of any dynamic 
organisation and the 
main opposition People’s 

Democratic Party (PDP) is no ex-
ception.

The leadership crisis rocking 
the party has refused to abate. 
Despite several peace meetings 
and diplomatic shuttles, concerted 
efforts have been made by some 
party chieftains to enjoin the two 
gladiators: Ahmed Makarfi and 
Ali Modu-Sheriff to sheath their 
swords, ahead of the August 17, 
2016 national convention in Port 
Harcourt, where new national 
officers of the party are expected 
to emerge. 

Already, some PDP chieftains 
who have so far picked forms for 
the position of national chairman 
include: Jimi Agbaje, Bode George, 
Raymond Dokpesi, Tunde Adeni-
ran and Taoheed Adedoja.

The party is now caught in a 
fresh tussle on leadership and zon-
ing, even as some analysts believe 
the convention would polarise the 
party, as the new chairman would 
have enough problems on his table 
upon assumption of office.

Troubles started at the May 21 
national convention, where the 
Makarfi-led National Caretaker 
Committee was appointed to pilot 
the affairs of the party and lead it 
to the next convention scheduled 
for this Wednesday. Since then, 
both parties have refused to shift 
ground. While Sheriff has insisted 
that he remains the authentic 
chairman of the party and that 
the National Caretaker Committee 
is alien to the PDP Constitution, 
Makarfi would have none of that, 
arguing that his committee was 
duly appointed by the highest 
decision-making organ of the party 
- the national convention.

While over 15 court cases lin-
ger over the leadership tussle, a 
pending case seeking to determine 
whether or not the convention 
can go on will come up tomorrow, 
Monday 15 August 2016 - 48 hours 
to the convention.

Some of the questions on the 
minds of political observers in-
clude: How soon will peace return 
to the party? Will the party’s zon-
ing formula be adhered to? Will the 
two political bigwigs sheath their 
swords and allow the party take 
its position as a viable opposition 
party? Are there unseen hands of 
the APC in this crisis? Or is this an 
attempt to distract the main op-
position party from being a viable 
opposition?

Various reasons have been ad-
duced for why the party is in disar-
ray, the principal reason being that 
PDP, which governed the nation for 
16 uninterrupted years, currently 
has no central figure like a sitting 
President who would galvanise the 
party and call the warring factions 
to order. Even the open declaration 
by former President Goodluck 
Jonathan to the party’s Board of 
Trustees (BoT) to personally inter-
vene on the matter, has yielded no 

fruit, as he reportedly asked the 
BoT to settle with Sheriff at a closed 
door session.

However, indications that the 
crisis may linger emerged last 
week when the 18-man peace 
committee met with the former 
Borno State governor who listed 
conditions upon which the ongo-
ing reconciliation process in the 
party could be fruitful.

At a meeting with the Jerry 
Gana-led reconciliatory panel on 
Tuesday night, Sheriff submitted 
that the proposed national conven-
tion scheduled for August 17 in 
Port Harcourt be put off and a new 
date fixed by party stakeholders.

A source at the meeting further 
revealed that Sheriff wanted the 
convention venue shifted, his 
nomination of the head of the 
National Convention Planning 
Committee, just as he objected to 
Governor Nyesom Wike of Rivers 
State heading the National Con-
vention Planning Committee.  

The former chairman who 
stills claims to be the authentic na-
tional chairman of the party, was 
also said to have insisted that the 
ward, local government and state 
congresses already concluded and 
approved by the National Execu-
tive Committee (NEC) must stand.

While pro-Makarfi support-
ers see the demands as too rigid 
and difficult to meet, pro-Sheriff 
loyalists believe the only way for 
peace to reign was to postpone the 
convention, on the grounds that it 
would be unhealthy to embark on 
the exercise with a divided house.

At the opening session of the 
meeting with the panel members, 
Sheriff accused party leaders, 

including some members of the 
panel for being of the problem.

According to him, the crisis 
would not have aggravated if 
leaders were alive to their respon-
sibilities.

“If our leaders have taken their 
responsibilities, we would never 
have had most of the problems we 
are facing today. When a leader 
refused to stand up to his responsi-
bilities, there will be problem. 

“Some of our leaders are party 
to our problem. The moment we 
want to use one impunity to ad-
dress another, it will not work,” 
he stated.

Other panel members present 
at the meeting were former Jigawa 
State governor, Sule Lamido; ex-
PDP national chairman, Okwe-
silieze Nwodo; Deputy Minority 
Whip of the Senate, Abiodun Olu-
jimi; former Senate Chief Whip, 
Stella Omu; former Minister of 
Aviation, Fidelia Njeze; former 
Minister of Woman Affairs, Inna 
Ciroma and a host of others.

Those with Sheriff at the peace 
meeting were former PDP Vice 
Chairman (South-South), Cairo 
Ojougboh; Chairman Senate Com-
mittee on Customs, Hope Uzodinma; 
former presidential Political Adviser 
Ahmed Gulak, among others.

At a joint press briefing with 
the committee chairman, Gana at 
the end of the meeting with Sheriff 
noted that the BoT was now better 
informed on the crisis.

Although he refused to disclose 
the outcome of the panel’s report, 
the former Information Minister 
said the committee had taken se-
rious note of analysis of problems 
causing disaffection within the 

party.
He assured PDP members that 

efforts were ongoing to resolve the 
party crisis, adding, ”Nigerians are 
waiting for PDP; they are missing 
the PDP, they are crying and yearn-
ing for PDP because the 16 years 
of democracy cannot be wasted 
away.”

But hosting a delegation of Yobe 
State Working Committee of PDP 
on Friday, Sheriff admitted that al-
though negotiations were ongoing 
with governors and other leaders 
of the party, he would not negoti-
ate from the position of weakness, 
adding that he would not let his 
supporters down.

But some commentators are of 
the opinion that the peace meeting 
with Sheriff camp came rather late, 
especially as the panel met with 
the former governor and his loyal-
ists eight days to the Convention. 
According to the observers, the 
conscience of the party - the BoT 
- applied the fire brigade approach 
in a political crisis that started since 
May. They wondered why it took 
the over two months to intervene.

But a national chairmanship 
aspirant Dokpesi absolved the BoT 
and commended members of the 
panel for their efforts so far in re-
solving the crisis, while expressing 
hope that a political solution would 
be found anytime from now. “I 
believe that there is no price that 
is too high to be able to bring the 
party together. I believe that there 
is no sacrifice that is too heavy to 
make in order to see a united PDP, 
not only for the sake of PDP but for 
deepening democracy in Nigeria, 
for the sustenance of democracy,” 
he stated. 

On the possibility of a court 
pronouncement on Monday de-
claring the planned convention 
illegal, he expressed optimism 
that efforts would be intensified 
for what he called ‘Give-and-take 
reconciliation’.

But the Sheriff camp suffered a 
major setback on Thursday when 
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) cleared the 
candidate of Makarfi, Osagie Ize-
Iyamu for next month’s governor-
ship election in Edo State.

In a document signed by the 
Commission’s Secretary, Augusta 
Ogakwu, the electoral body stated 
that its recognition of Ize-Iyamu 
was sequel to a Federal High Court 
judgement in Port Harcourt, which 
validated the Makarfi-led National 
Caretaker Committee, adding that 
the Sheriff group failed to meet the 
21-day notice prior to the primary.

With this development, Sher-
iff’s candidate, Matthew Iduori-
yekemwen, has been dumped by 
the Commission. 

There are, however, fears in 
the some quarters that the Justice 
Okon Abang Federal High Court 
in Abuja may stop the convention 
at the resumption of the case on 
Monday.

But Makarfi has allayed the 
fears, insisting that the convention 
would go on as scheduled. To him, 
the hardline posture by the former 
federal lawmaker is a clear indica-
tion that he is not ready for peace.

As of the time of filing this 
report, there are indications that 
the event would go on scheduled, 
as attires for the convention are 
already on sale at the temporary 
party secretariat used by Makarfi.

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

Sheriff Makarfi
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The return of female 
officers and other 
matters

T
hey all looked the 
same. Their uni-
form was the same 
like it used to be 

except this time when you 
looked closely something 
was different.

The Brigade of Guards 
decided to up its game and 
have an equal number of 
men and women. Before 
now, women were scarce in 
the ranks of the elite troops 
that protect the president. 
However, this time around 
when the brigade of guards 
staged a parade to welcome 
the visiting Presidents of Be-
nin and Togo the same day, 
the women were on equal 
number of the men in the 
parade. They formed their 
own rows while the men 
had theirs with the colour 
party between the two.

They captivated all pho-
tojournalists, and reporters 
too, who were surprised at 
the number of women now 
in the ranks of the guard’s 
brigade presidential parade. 
Do not get me wrong, these 
parades can be tiring as they 
get to stand sentry some-
times for hours before the 
guest arrives. In the course 
of the wait, some of them 
faint while some get weak 
in the knees.

A brigade commander 
said that they decided to 
up their game on the par-
ticipation of women, giv-
ing them more rigorous 
training to withstand the 
rigor. The parade had 96 
soldiers in total. According 
to the popular parlance 
“what a man can do a wom-
an can do even better”, the 
brigade decided to increase 
its inclusion of women. 
More are being trained and 
will be showcased in the 
course of time, the com-
mander told reporters who 
inquired about the new 
development.

Does this signal the be-
ginning of something new 
that perhaps may spread 
across board? I have no idea. 
But I gathered that a female 
special assistant to the presi-
dent who had noticed the 
few slots occupied by ladies 
on the guard had called 
them out and this had insti-
gated the change.

Well, it was a beautiful 
sight to behold with the 
ladies on parade doing their 
thing. They reminded me 

INSIDE Aso Rock
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things, after telling Nigeri-
ans that the management 
of the economy was the 
responsibility of the gov-
ernment, last week govern-
ment finally consulted with 
financial experts to find 
ways to reflate the economy 
that is in “technical” reces-
sion.

“We have to understand 
that the attitude of this 
presidency is to consider 
the management of the 
economy as a government 
responsibility.

It is not something that 
this government believes 
should be done by bringing 
in some of the private inter-
ests into the economic team 
to take a decision that they 
will be directly involved in.

“So our stand is that the 
management of the econo-
my is the government’s re-
sponsibility,” Laolu Akande, 
the vice president’s spokes-
man, said last month.

Well, last week we were 
told that government’s Eco-
nomic Management Team 
changed strategy and de-
cided to consult with some 
economic and financial ex-
perts from the private sec-
tor to consider strategies 
that will help reflate the 
economy. What changed? 
Reality struck.

Just as I was about to hit 
the send button, the Speaker 
of the House of Representa-
tives, Yakubu Dogara ar-
rived at the Presidential 
Villa for a meeting with the 
President. When accosted 
by journalists and quizzed 
on the ongoing budget pad-
ding scandal the Speaker 
said in the laws of

Nigeria, padding is not 
an offence.

Friends what in Pete’s 
name is padding?

I do not want to talk 
about it here; I just couldn’t 
resist the temptation of dab-
bling. The questions sur-
rounding this particular 
controversy are enormous 
and call to question the in-
tegrity of the

already passed appro-
priation. I rest my case!

of the so-called “Jonathan’s
Queens,” the first set of 

female cadets to be admitted 
into the prestigious Nigerian 
Defence Academy during 
President Goodluck Jona-
than’s time. They were cel-
ebrated and invited to some 
functions when available 
with most people calling 
them the Jonathan queens. 
They are set to pass out in 
September this year.

At the graduation cer-
emony for Course 24 par-
ticipants at the National 
Defence College in Abuja, 
on Friday, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari wowed 
guests, proving he’s stronger 
than what most people give 
him credit for. Mr. President 
stood all through while pre-
senting certificates to all 130 
participants. The audience, 
including me, had expected 
that the president would 
take a break considering 
his age. After handing out 
the certificates the presi-
dent jocularly turned to his 
friend and former Head of 
State Abdusalami Abubakar 
and made a gesture as if to 
say “I told you I can do this”.

The audience roared 
with laughter. From my 
vantage point, my eyes 
and ears were everywhere 
listening to comments by 
those sitting close by, some 
of whom were wives of the 
participants. They had actu-
ally come hoping that cash 
rewards would be given to 
some of the officers, espe-
cially those who received 
awards for outstanding per-
formance.

Well, as you already 
know by now, change is 
change and Nigeria is broke. 
Just to be clear, the presi-
dent does not make public 
donations.

I love to see officers in 
their uniforms, starched 
and almost without wrin-
kles, especially the Navy 
white uniform. You see, it’s 
something else when that 
beautiful garb is won by a 
pot-bellied officer (pun

intended). We expect 
that officers look agile and 
fit most of the time. So please 
excuse me for adding that 
some of the very distin-
guished officers need to 
return to the gym and put 
themselves in order (ehmm 
you see I love your job too).

On the other side of 
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F
ollowing the adop-
tion of the final 
written addresses 
in the Abia North 
s e n a t o r i a l  r e -

run petition which former 
Governor of Abia State and 
People’s Progressives Party 
( PPP) candidate, Orji Uzor 
Kalu, instituted against Moa 
Ohuabunwa of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), the 
Election Petition Tribunal 
has informed the parties con-
cerned that the judgment 
date will be communicated to 
them after going through the 
submissions.

Chairman of the tribunal, 
James Abundaga, had opened 
the sitting by calling for the 
motion for the addresses and 
the adoption of the written 
addresses.

A member of the team of 
lawyers to the 1st Respon-
dent, Mao Ohuabunwa, Bo-
larinwa Awojola started his 

his shortcoming.”     
The chairman said at 

the end of the adoption of 
the addresses that the panel 
was happy with the conduct 
of counsels to the parties, 
saying, “We will adjourn to 
prepare the documents and 
communicate the date to 
you. Somebody must win, 
somebody must lose, but we 
will do our best before men 
and the Almighty God. The 
important thing is that you 
are sure that those adjudicat-
ing are of utmost sincerity.”

Speaking to journalists at 
the end of the session, coun-
sels to Orji Uzor Kalu, Kelvin 
Nwufo (SAN) and Senator 
Mao Ohuabunwa, Mike On-
yeka, expressed satisfaction 
with the conduct of the tri-
bunal sitting and expressed 
hope that judgment would 
be delivered in their favour.

Nwufo noted that going 
by the life span of the tribu-
nal the judgment would be 
delivered before September 

while taking the issues point 
by point, opposed the applica-
tion with a 5-paragraph coun-
ter affidavit accompanied 
by rules of the tribunal. He 
argued that the cases cited by 
the 1st Respondent’s counsel 
were not applicable in the 
instant case, saying that the 
position of paragraph 4 (7) of 
the Electoral Act relied upon 
by the 1st Respondent’s coun-
sel had been deleted by the 
amendment in the Electoral 
Act as shown in section 38 
by the Electoral Amendment 
Act 2010.

“We submit that the ap-
plication which is hinged 
principally on paragraph 4 (7) 
of the Electoral Act should be 
struck out and dismissed as 
incompetent,”

Counsel to INEC, Anagha 
Kalu, also urged the tribunal 
to strike out the petitioner’s 
case on the ground that the 
evidence of the Forensic ex-
pert was based on hearsay 
and could not be relied upon, 
but Nwufo opposed the appli-

Abia North rerun: 
Tribunal to 
communicate judgment 
date to parties

UDOKA AGWU,  Umuahia

Orji Uzor Kalu

10, 2016.
O r j i  U z o r  K a l u  h a d 

dragged Mao Ohuabunwa 
who was declared winner by 
INEC to the tribunal asking 
that he should be declared 
winner of the rerun having 
scored the highest number 
of votes.

cation on the ground that the 
forensic witness who was ap-
pointed and trained by INEC 
could not be criticised and 
condemned by the electoral 
body. Nwufo said: “The 2nd 
Respondent which appointed 
and trained PW 18 cannot be 
allowed in law to benefit from 

address by urging the tribu-
nal to strike out the petition 
on the ground of incompe-
tence. He said he opposed the 
petition on 11 grounds which 
were contained in the written 
address.

But counsel to Orji Uzor 
Kalu, Kelvin Nwufo (SAN), 



U
pon their swearing-
in on June 9, 2015 
as lawmakers of the 
8th Senate, senators 
swore to uphold and 

defend the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Section 14 subsection 2b of the 
1999 Constitution (as amended) 
provides that the security and 
welfare of the people shall be the 
primary purpose of government.

However, with the humani-
tarian crisis in the North East 
occasioned by insurgency in the 
region, one does not need the 
services of a soothsayer to con-
clude that senators have failed to 
abide by their Oath of Office and 
uphold the Constitution and laws 
of the country.

On June 14, 2016, senators 
drawn from the North East were 
sharply divided on the source of 
funding and location of the head-
quarters of the proposed North 
East Development Commission. 
The inability of senators of the six 
North East states of Adamawa, 
Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba 
and Yobe to reach a consensus on 

the location of the Commission 
thwarted the passage of the bill 
aimed at rehabilitating the North 
East ravaged by Boko Haram, as 
each senator wanted to claim 
the bragging rights of having the 
Commission sited in their states.

Although Senate had reached 
a consensus on 24 of the 26 claus-
es of the proposed legislation, pas-
sage of the bill was stalled by the 
inability of the 18 senators from 
the region to reach a consensus 
at the caucus level. Consequently, 
the disagreement forced the up-
per legislative chamber to sus-
pend passage of the bill seeking 
its establishment.

I find it hard to believe that 
for seven years, the North East 
geopolitical zone has been con-
fronted with mass destruction of 
lives and property, occasioned by 
the activities of the Boko Haram 
insurgents, yet a bill that seeks 
to reconstruct, rehabilitate and 
rebuild the region was suspended 
due to inability of the 18 senators 
to reach a consensus on the loca-
tion of the Commission.

Comparing the North-East 
case with what obtained in some 
Western European countries 
after the Second World War, 
a former lawmaker, Kaka Gu-
jbawu, said the establishment of 
the commission, like the marshal 
plan for the Western European 
countries, would fast-track the 
reconstruction of the North East.

According to the Post Insur-
gency Recovery and Peace Build-
ing Assessment report by the 
World Bank, Borno State alone 
lost 20,000 citizens and suffered 
property damage worth $5.9bil-

lion (N2.2trillion) to the insur-
gency, which is over one-third 
of the country’s 2016 budget. 
The damage in Adamawa, Yobe, 
Gombe, Bauchi and Taraba states 
were equally devastating.

As the 18 North East senators 
play politics with the location of 
the Commission, the United Na-
tions says seven million people 
are affected by the conflict and 
in need of humanitarian assis-
tance, over two million people 
have been displaced across the 
north-eastern states of Borno, 
Adamawa, Yobe, three million 
in need of urgent food assis-
tance in the three states, almost 
250,000 children are affected 
by severe malnutrition in Borno 
State alone. The UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) also categorised 
4.4 million people in the Lake 
Chad region as ‘severely food 
insecure’ and that one in five chil-
dren in the region are at risk of 
dying if they do not receive help.

Long-term neglect and gov-
ernment’s refusal to act deci-
sively on the plight of the IDPs 
are responsible for starvation 
and poor health conditions in 
most IDP camps. Rising cases 
of malnutrition in the North-
Eastern part of the country has 
raised further concerns on the 
Federal Government’s ability to 
harmonise various interventions 
targeted at addressing the plight 
of the displaced persons.

It therefore didn’t come as a 
surprise to me when the Federal 
Government confirmed Thurs-
day August 11 that two children 
have been paralyzed by wild 

polio in Borno State because ac-
cording to Newton’s laws of mo-
tion “For every action, there is an 
equal and opposite reaction”. This 
is what you get when Nigerian 
authorities, who maintain tight 
control over humanitarian and 
media access to the region, pre-
vent local media coverage of the 
issue for fear of embarrassment. 
But for the international media, 
the scale of the humanitarian 
crisis could have been concealed.

August 11 was supposed to be 
a historic day for the global ef-
fort to eradicate the polio virus. 
It would have marked two years 
since someone on the African 
continent last contracted the 
wild-polio virus.

If the continent made it with-
out a case for a third year, the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) could have certified it as 
polio-free and Africa would have 
joined four other WHO regions - 
the Americas, Europe, Western 
Pacific, and South-East Asia - in 
eradicating wild polio.

But this didn’t happen. Nige-
rian health officials announced 
on Thursday, the same day they 
expected to celebrate the an-
niversary, of two fresh cases of 
polio. The development means 
that Nigeria, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan are the only three coun-
tries in the world currently with 
outbreaks of wild polio virus.

With Thursday’s setback, Ni-
geria must now wait at least until 
mid-2019 without new outbreaks 
to receive polio-free certification.

When passed into law the Com-
mission, which would be the best 
compensation for the people of the 

North East ravaged by insurgency, 
would receive and manage funds 
from allocation from the federation 
account and international donors 
for the settlement, rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction of roads, 
houses, and business premises of 
victims of insurgency.

I also find it hard to believe 
that the same Nollywood artistes 
who jumped on the bandwagon 
of demanding the safe return of 
the Chibok girls in the build-up 
to the 2015 general elections and 
others who jumped into podiums 
to canvass support for some can-
didates, are indifferent about the 
plight of surviving casualties of the 
crisis. The development may have 
informed British-Nigerian Holly-
wood actor David Oyelowo to give 
back to his fatherland by creating a 
special scholarship for victimized 
Nigerian girls through his GEANCO 
Foundation, which gives special 
scholarships for female victims of 
acts of terror and victims of gender 
inequality. The scholarship is be-
ing funded by David and Jessica 
Oyelowo, Oprah Winfrey, Janus 
Funds and Warren Moon.

It is hoped that as the Senate 
resumes from its annual recess 
on September 13, 2016 North East 
senators would put their personal 
differences aside and resolve the 
grey areas, with a view a view to 
giving succour to people in the 
area. The public can only expect 
these senators to learn the art of 
burying their respective personal 
interests and ego for the benefit of 
the people, whose mandate and 
electoral investments through 
the ballot box demand fair rep-
resentation.

North East Bill and victims of insurgency

I
t was very interesting to 
hear the pronouncement 
of the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, Yakubu 

Dogara that the 2016 Appropria-
tion Act “in line with the provi-
sions of Section 318 of the Consti-
tution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria 1999 as amended” will 
run for a course of 12 months 
starting from the date it is as-
sented into law. The essence of 
this concession/provision was to 
provide enough time for the Ex-
ecutive to implement the budget 
for the benefit of Nigerians.

This assurance from Mr. 
Speaker however, came with 
an explosive on the yet-to-be 
resolved crisis trailing the 
padding of this year’s Appro-
priation Act. For Mr. Speaker 
nothing has gone wrong with 
the process when any of the 
360 members of the House of 
Representatives and the 109 
Senators move figures around 
under the Zonal Constituency 
Project and other sectors of the 
economy to suit their yearn-
ings. While admitting on one 
hand that the budgeting pro-
cess was not open and trans-
parent, he pointed finger at the 
Executive arm (public servants) 

of being responsible to nobody, 
yet (fix) figures and projects in 
the budget estimates.

“The integrity of the project 
selection process is the bane of 
the budget process. I ensured 
also that it reflected in this 
legislative agenda and this 
thing started long before we 
started this discussion on the 
2016 budget process as to what 
happened wrongly or whatever 
happened.  Now, the reason why 
this thing is here is that when it 
comes to National Budget, who 
actually sits down to say these 
are the projects we will fund? Is 
the process open, is it transpar-
ent? Are the people responsible 
to anyone or it is that we just 
find these projects littered in 
the budget. The answer is no 
but some people sit down in 
the budget office. Now, as civil 
societies, I want to achieve us to 
one thing, just take the budget, 
for instance, of a particular 
ministry, just check where the 
directors come from, or some of 
the officials come for, I wouldn’t 
want to mention their names, 
and look at their allocations in 
that ministry. It is all over. If 
you do that exercise, you will be 
shocked. And that is why we are 

calling to question, the integrity 
of that process. The Minister 
perhaps comes from a particular 
region and you will see up to 
60, 70 percent of that ministry’s 
funds go to that place and in 
furtherance of our responsibility 
and duties as representatives of 
the people, you want to attract 
projects to those people,” a state-
ment from the Speaker’s Media 
Adviser read in part.

The Speaker also argued 
that his constituency: Bogoro/
Dass/Tafawa Balewa Constitu-
ency in Bauchi “don’t have a 
Perm Sec anywhere, we don’t 
have a director anywhere, so if 
you look at the 2016 Budget, if 
you were to go as proposed by 
the Executive, there is no single 
Federal- funded borehole, even 
if it is 50 naira, there is no 50 
naira meant for any project in 
my 3 local governments. Why? 
Because I don’t have anybody 
where they are preparing, shar-
ing or making allocation.”

For me, the submission of 
Mr. Speaker simply shows 
highest level of impunity in the 
political space, to the extent of 
granting “immunity by fiat” to 
himself and his co-travellers 
in the Legislative arm. Saying 

that no member of the National 
Assembly can be investigated 
or charged to court for per-
forming their constitutional 
responsibility of lawmaking in-
cluding budget, is uncalled for 
and align with the postulation 
that “absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.” I differ to say that 
no individual in the National 
Assembly is above the law and 
the spirit of checks and bal-
ances for the democracy stands 
for. This becomes necessary 
to check errors as glaringly 
displayed in the processes lead-
ing to the passage of the 2016 
Appropriation Act.

As a Saint, he has put the 
task of oversight on the Civil 
Societies to “take the budget, 
for instance, of a particular 
ministry, just check where the 
directors come from, or some of 
the officials come for, I wouldn’t 
want to mention their names, 
and look at their allocations in 
that ministry.”

I wondered what Speaker 
Dogara meant when he stated 
that “recent efforts seeking to 
discredit the document (budget) 
are a consequence of inadequate 
knowledge of the legal frame-
work governing appropriation in 

a presidential democracy.” Does 
it mean being a member of the 
House or Senate gives them the 
absolute knowledge governing 
the Constitution or a means to 
frighten Nigerians to believe they 
are being witch-hunted? While 
we keep vigil on the issue that will 
eventually play out since the po-
lice and other anti-graft agencies 
have been served petitions by the 
‘circumstantial whistle-blower” - 
Abdulmumin Jibrin, the lessons 
drawn from the underhand 
activities of our representatives 
will determine what the future 
holds for us all. When the House 
reconvenes in the second week of 
September, never expect calmness 
from the warring members.

Is Dogara taking Nigerians for a ride?

From the Red Chamber
With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA
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This generation of parents!
ZEBULON AGOMUO

M
any bizarre things 
are happ ening 
these days. Nige-
rians are going 
through a terrible 

time; perhaps, inflows from the 
Western world. Many Nigerian 
parents are no longer role models 
to their children. In their crave 
to make huge wealth, they have 
abdicated their roles to teachers in 
school and domestic staff.   

Nowadays, maids run the 
homes and children are under the 
control of these surrogate “parents” 
who themselves need mentoring. 
The collapse of morals in society is 
the creation of a generation of par-
ents that sees nothing wrong with 
immoral dressing; disrespect for 
elders; and total disregard for the 
culture of salutation and humility. 
In their bid to copy western life-
style wholesale, they have thrown 
the society into a mess. 

In the days when parents were 
real parents, child training was not 
exclusive preserve of the immedi-
ate family. Everybody contributed 
to training a child. How? A stranger 
sees a child doing something bad; 
that stranger sharply scolds or 
even sometimes spanks the child 
and threatens to tell the parents. 
And the child becomes sober and 
repentant immediately.

The parent is told later of the 
stupid behaviour of the child and 
the parent thanks the neighbour 
profusely for the intervention. 
Today, scold another person’s child, 
the parent will tell you to mind 
your business.

A Nigerian actress was quoted 
recently as saying: “If any teacher 
as much as touches my son, they 
will meet the devil face to face. 
Leave the disciplining to parents. 
Educating them is your own re-
sponsibility. Give them an inch 
and they will take a mile.” With 
this type of bragging and threat, a 
child from that home could go off 
handle, doing whatever he or she 
likes in school, knowing that the 
parents would always stand by 
him or her.

In the days gone by, it was nor-
mal to see a neighbour hitting the 
child of another caught in petty 
stealing, without first telling the 
parents and when the report got 
to the parents, they too would 
give the child thorough beating. 
This communal effort at impacting 
discipline was cherished and the 
child so disciplined never had the 
temerity to abuse the neighbour 
that disciplined him or her.

In those days, parents would go 
to the school where their children 
attend to crosscheck their perfor-
mance and instruct the teachers 
never to spare the rod on their 
children. In many instances, parents 
witnessed the flogging of their own 
children by teachers. Sometimes, 
heady students were so flogged that 
when they got home they wouldn’t 
be able to sit with their buttocks or 
if the flogging was on their hands, 
the hands would be swollen to the 
point that their mothers would be 
applying hot water and other sooth-
ing balms on the wounds or swell-

ings. And the parents commended 
the teachers. But what do we have 
today? It is a generation of parents 
that goes to war with teachers for 
disciplining their children. Stories 
abound of parents who marched to 
their children’s schools, armed with 
canes and when they got there they 
ordered their children to flog the 
particular teacher that had earlier 
disciplined them. This bestial dis-
play is now rampant among parents 
who are in the force.

BDSUNDAY was told of a re-
cent incident where a woman, 
whose son attends a Force school, 
drove to the school with the or-
derly of her late husband who was 
a high ranking officer. She ordered 
the son to show her the teacher 
that flogged him. She then handed 
a long whip to the son to give the 
teacher the number of lashes he 
(the teacher) had flogged the boy. 
The boy did as the mother directed 
him, in the full glare of other school 
teachers and students.

There have been instances 
where female teachers were mo-
lested by their school boys at the 
instance of their parents.

The Nigerian society is full of 
obscene sights all over the place; 
married women and men dis-
playing nakedness with reckless 
abandon.  

Mothers bare their breasts on 
the streets; they bare their back 
side and move about in skimpy 
dresses accompanied by their 
children. They neither fear God 
nor man. They still display in holy 
places. When they go to Church, 
they occupy front rows of the 
pews with heavy chest popping 

into the face of the officiating 
minister as if they were offering 
themselves as sacrifice to the min-
ister. If you try to match their age 
with their desperate display, there’s 
no correlation. They try to outdo 
their daughters in everything 
despicable.

Sometimes, it appears that some 
of them put themselves under 
oath to pull down their pastor. 
They pay unnecessary and un-
suspecting visits to their Bishops 
in terrible outfits; yet, they are 
Christian mothers and sometimes 
the financial pillars of that Church.

But days were when it was 
almost a sacrilege for a married 
woman and mother to as much as 
dress in such a way that advertise 
her pubic hair (in fact, it was un-
heard of). But today a good number 
of mothers have thrown morality 
to the dog.

They go to the market and buy 
spaghetti dresses for their female 
daughters; they buy body hugs 
and all manner of wears that are 
suggestive. They encourage these 
children to bare it all, all in the 
name of civilisation and fashion, 
but when these children are raped 
and molested on account of the 
wears bought by Mummy and 
daddy, the parents begin to disturb 
the peace of the Nigeria Police.

A generation of parents that 
share boyfriends and girlfriends 
with their children. A mother 
arranges boyfriends for their 
daughters; daughters “sub let” 
their boyfriends to their moth-
ers; some fathers fighting with 
their sons over girlfriends. A gen-
eration of parents that meet in 

club and drinking parlours with 
their children. It is a liberal world. 
A generation of parents that brag 
and boast to their children that 
they will eliminate this and that 
person because of disagreement 
over business transactions. A gen-
eration of parents that steal church 
money; government money and 
company’s money and brag about 
it to their children. A generation of 
parents that bribe their way to the 
top and ensure their children get 
whatever their eyes desire no mat-
ter how useless and senseless such 
desires may be. A generation of 
parents that have turned worship 
centres into fashion arena. Burial 
ceremonies are now carnivals to 
satisfy their crave for partying.

Today’s generation of parents 
encourage their children to involve 
in examination fraud. They regis-
ter the children in special centres 
knowing full well what goes on 
there; they provide the money for 
their lazy children who do not take 
reading their books seriously to 
“sort things out” with their lectur-
ers. The parents know that such 
terms refer to buying of marks; 
compromising lecturers to obtain 
pass grades, etc. Some parents 
nowadays are known to encour-
age their female children to use 
what they have to get what they 
want. It is a generation of parents 
that believe that the end justifies 
the means.

Some parents these days with-
draw their children from one 
school and put them in another 
simply because the school insists 
on sticking to the principle of cred-
ibility and integrity, and has noth-

ing to do with examination fraud 
that is the order of the day in many 
private schools across the country. 

From the womb, many today’s 
parents teach their children all 
manner of crimes. They make 
questionable phone calls in front 
of their children, they tell lies with 
reckless abandon to the point that 
their stupefied children say to 
them “Ah Daddy, Ah Mummy is 
that really true?” They are in Os-
hodi telling a caller they are in Mile 
2 area of Lagos State. Some lie that 
they are in Abuja when indeed 
they are in Lagos even before their 
young children.

Someone writing on ‘This is the 
worst generation of parents ever’, 
said: “My theory is that liberalism 
is to blame. Parents won’t tell their 
kid to shut up because they have 
this pussyfooting modern view of 
how telling their kids off means 
they don’t love them. Somehow, 
loving your child has turned into 
letting it do whatever it wants 
because telling it ‘NO’ would be 
a crime against love. It’s the soft 
approach that is ruining children 
today. Every time I have encoun-
tered or heard about problematic 
youngsters in my area, their back-
ground was always the same. They 
came from a broken home where 
their parents were too busy argu-
ing, drinking, gambling, or doing 
drugs to care about what their 
child was doing. Many statistics 
will show that broken homes turn 
children to crime.

“A strict home is not a militant 
one. The older generation reminds 
us of how they used to get a belt 
to the butt if they did something 
wrong and how it did them no 
harm. In most cases they’re right. 
They turned into well-mannered, 
respectful citizens.

“People who are against hitting 
children see no compromise in 
the issue. You can’t touch them, 
period. If you do, they should take 
your kids away. It’s gone beyond 
that, though. As a stranger, you 
can’t even tell a noisy child to 
quiet down. Should you be sit-
ting on public transportation and 
see a child yelling in anger with 
its mother sitting there looking 
exhausted, you wouldn’t dare say 
anything. When we’re allowed to 
get away with things, we exploit 
that freedom. It’s a basic human in-
stinct. We knew it when we were 
kids and we know it now. If you’re 
taught from an early age that you 
won’t be able to manipulate, then 
you stop doing it.”

“It’s time for modern-day par-
ents to understand that a little 
discipline doesn’t hurt. Not only 
that, your kid will thank you for it 
later in life and probably turn out 
to be a pretty decent human being.”

Today, for many parents spoil-
ing children is mistaken for loving 
them. A child is granted unre-
stricted access to the internet and 
he/she is free to browse anything. 
It is part of love and exposure. Par-
ents never say ‘NO’ to any of their 
requests. They have no time to go 
to bed at night. In fact, they are al-
lowed to watch all kinds of movies 
with their parents no matter the 
contents.
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Indecent dressing of today’s mothers
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M
ay we know 
about the pota-
to farm project 
in Kaduna and 
Plateau States 

in which you are playing a 
key role, and which is believed 
would positively impact the 
Nigerian economy? 

 I work for BlackPace in the 
Netherlands and Switzerland. 
BlackPace is an investment 

firm. What it has done is to part-
ner with a local brand called 
Vicampro Group. Vicampro 
currently owns 7,500 hectares 
of land in Manchok, Southern 
Kaduna and Vom in Jos. Jos 
potato farm is 800 hectares 
fully and privately owned by 
Vicampro Group and they have 
planted 220 hectares potatoes 
and they are increasing that. 
In Manchok, 6,500 potato farm 

is being developed as well. We 
also have a processing plant to 
be set up in Manchok which 
is going to be on 5 hectares of 
land. The processing plant is 
industrial and is going to be the 
largest in sub-Saharan Africa 
with a capacity to produce close 
to 40 to 60,000 tons per annum 
of French fries and potato flakes. 
That will apparently handle 
local consumption in Nigeria 

and will export to neighbouring 
countries as well as other coun-
tries within the Sub-Saharan 
region. We have arranged the 
investment plan, and the total 
cost to put the facility in place 
is 35million Euros (about 45 mil-
lion US dollars) which is already 
signed. The plant is being manu-
factured by Kiremko. It is one of 
the largest potato French fries, 
flakes plant manufacturing 

firms. So, what they do is that 
they manufacture the industrial 
plant and they also support the 
manufacturing chain by sup-
plying all the technical bits you 
need in the process. So, we have 
reached an agreement with 
them to manufacture this plant. 
The plant is industrial in scale 
and total set up is 35million 
Euros by the time it will finish. 
Vicampro has already started 

We’re determined 
to change 
the economic 
landscape of 
Nigeria 
– Paul Andrew
Olusegun Paul Andrew has for over 
two-decades been in the fore-front of 
supporting developmental initiatives 
and directing investments to Africa. 
As an Entrepreneur with a successful 
business and consulting practice, he 
has initiated, managed and directed 
world-class projects for key global in-
stitutions, governments and individuals 
in investment banking space in energy, 
finance, telecoms and now agriculture. 
As a seasoned wealth advisor, he runs a 
private office in Geneva and Amsterdam 
focusing on Africa’s huge and emerging 
opportunities.  Andrew is chairman of 
the Advisory Board of the African Wealth 
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Report (AWR) and African Wealth Briefing. He is also chairman, Luxury World Africa Group- a wealth 
and luxury think-tank based in Geneva. In this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, he spoke 
about the 80 million dollar potato project in Kaduna and Plateau States which is aimed at generating 
employment to about 50,000 people, in the long run, and saving Nigeria about $200million FX through 
local potato production. He also addressed other issues relating to the economy. Excerpts:

• O’ Segun Andrew
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planting the potatoes in readi-
ness for when the plant is set up. 
It will take one and half years 
to build. The plant will do five 
thousand (5,000) kilogrammes 
of potatoes, French fries a day 
up to 40 to 60,000 tons per 
annum as a turnkey project 
which is what we are looking 
at; which is ultimate. But in the 
initial 1st year, beginning from 
late 2017 to early 2018, we are 
looking to produce 15 to 20,000 
(fifteen to twenty thousand) 
tons. Why, because you have 
to get the plant ready to oper-
ate to its optimal capacity to 
do 40-60,000 tons per annum. 
Currently, what is imported 
into Nigeria is between 40 and 
60,000 tons. Because, actually 
what we eat here, about 90 to 
99 percent of all the French fries 
are imported from South Africa, 
Belgium and the Netherlands 
as well. And I know it is like 
an annual importation of close 
to 250 to 300 million dollars 
which definitely we will save 
for the government and that 
also will increase the FX earn-
ings. The revenue stream from 
what we do; I mean, we’ll earn 
FX to the tune or excess of 60-
70 million dollars per annum, 
at least, in the first two, three 
years. And that will increase as 
we increase the capacity and 
that also will create additional 
jobs to 500 direct hands and 
5,000 indirect jobs immediately 
within the next 18 months from 
now.  The potato value chain is 
actually what we are after and 
that is why we bought into the 
farm; 100 percent owned and 
(acquired). So, it is our own way 
of changing the economic land-
scape of Nigeria. Our strategy 
is to do it the professional way. 
We are looking to take Nigeria 
out of the mono-economy into 
a fully diversified economy. 
I am coming from an invest-
ment management background. 
Whilst making Nigeria a robust 
Agric economy, we are lending 
support to government’s eco-
nomic blueprint for a sustain-
able and diversified economy. 
Vicampro Farm project will in 
the long run, inject about 50,000 
jobs into the economy and also 
increase economic activities in 
the retail end of the economy.

 
 Why did you settle for po-

tatoes?
 Yes, we are doing potatoes 

and actually, our programme is 
to be the largest potato farm in 
Nigeria and in the Sub-Saharan 
Africa. I have earlier said that 
Nigeria currently does 830,000 
(eight hundred and thirty thou-
sand) tons as a whole. We are 
looking to do 400,000 tons in 
addition to what is being done. 
At least 400,000 tons would be 
on for the first three years. So, 
that’s why you see us acquire 
space and large land mass to be 
able to do that volume.

 
You use irrigation there?
Yes, we actually float one 

of the largest mobile irrigation 
system in Africa.

It appears you are taking 
agriculture very seriously, the 
way it used to be in the past. 
Why do you think it is the way 
to go at this moment?

Agriculture was a very seri-
ous venture in Nigeria before 
we discovered oil. The west was 
known for Cocoa; the North for 
groundnut; the East for palm oil. 
That was actually what Nigeria 
was surviving on until Shell 
discovered the black gold and 
we all abandoned agriculture. 

And unfortunately, we have 
not been fortunate with qual-
ity leadership- what I will call 
visionless leadership for the 
past 50 years; visionless leader-
ship that never looked at other 
sectors. They killed the manu-
facturing sector; they killed the 
transportation system that could 
have supported agriculture, and 
other critical sectors that should 
be allowed to take root; and that 
is what brought corruption into 
the limelight, and people now 
started struggling for what they 
could get out of the pie. The 
centre became very powerful 

because they wanted more di-
rect access to the oil. 

The same corrupt nature that 
is systemic has passed from one 
government to the other, hinder-
ing the progress of the country. 
Right from independence in 
1960 down to the present mo-
ment; we’ve been struggling 
to get it right. Leadership has 
remained an issue but that has 
to change. So our approach to 
the potato project is unique and 
strategic to the economy. 

But banks are hesitant when 
it comes to funding agricultural 

projects?
It is the same lack of vision; 

lack of purpose; it is still a sys-
temic issue. Look at the economy, 
what have the banks done? They 
have relegated agriculture to the 
background. And borrowing at 
almost 25percent is an annihila-
tion of the Agric revolution in 
Nigeria. CBN should look into 
this and lend at a pretty rate 
below 9percent they are lend-
ing to this sector at the moment. 
Following the meltdown of oil 
prices, several banks are now ex-
posed to serious debts and have 
been burnt by the same oil that 
was their main focus back then. 
They’ve invested billions of dol-
lars in a mono-economy without 
looking at other sectors that 
could drive growth and stability. 
This is absolute lack of foresight 
and strategy; they lack vision, 
and that is what we have seen. 
It is an adverse situation for the 
entire economy. I think we need 
to start looking at the economy 
differently. By the time you cre-
ate this value in the economy, 
you’ll see the ripple effects.

G ove r n m e nt  h a s  b e e n 
mouthing agriculture, agri-
culture, agriculture. It appears 
things are not even done the 
right way to achieve the de-
sired result. What do you think 
should be the proper approach 
to drive the policy?

There is no project that does 
not require foreign investment. 
What is required is to have the 

Continues on page 18
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The proposed site for the processing plant 

The potato farm in Vom, Jos, Plateau State.
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right people with the right mind 
to drive such policy. It also re-
quires people to have investment 
appetite; people who understand 
what is needed to be done to 
make our economy robust; who 
can look at the economy and 
say, ‘this is the direction; this 
is how we are going to engage 
foreign investors.’ Things must 
be properly put in place to attract 
foreign investments. As I talk to 
you, no one is investing in this 
economy from abroad; FDI is be-
ing slowed because, the present 
government has not created the 
enabling environment to attract 
them. They have killed the in-
vestment spirit in Nigeria. They 
keep investors out because most 
foreign investors feel Nigeria is 
still a risk. 

All that the current govern-
ment is talking about is anti-cor-
ruption; so let the government 
finish with that. You want to 
clean up the society? Fine; you 
have our support; so that when 
I am dealing with a Nigerian, I 
know that I am dealing with a 
true Nigerian, but that is a 10-
year vision plan. So, investors’ 
appetite is completely gone; I am 
into the potato farming project 
because I have seen what the lo-
cal people are doing and I want 
to support their drive. I person-
ally signed the MoU with other 
partners. I guaranteed the loan 
for the investment.

How do you protect the 
farms from the herdsmen and 
their cattle?

Yes, people tell me, ah, it 
is very risky to invest in such 
massive farm in the North at the 
moment, the Fulani herdsmen 
and their cattle could invade the 
farms, and all that. But what we 
have done to secure the farm is 
simple and common sense. We 
dug about 5-6 feet trench round 
the farm. It is simple and com-
mon sense. Someone suggested 
we should use electric barbed 
wires to get the herdsmen pull 
back, but you know that by the 
time 10 or more of their cattle 
plunge and die in the trench, 
they will be forced to pull back. 
It is a common sense. We don’t 
need to preach a gospel to them 
to understand that. By the way, 
who would they see to fight; are 
they coming to fight that they 
own the land or what? That’s 
what we have done stretching 
up to almost 15 to 17 kilometres 
and it is cost-effective and also 
of huge benefit to us in the ir-
rigation system.  

We distributed 2000 seeds 
to farmers in Jos to encourage 
them to grow. We also buy 
back whatever they produce at 
the end of the day. We distrib-
uted the seeds to them so that 
it would not be a monopolistic 
thing. It is a strategy. On the day 

of distribution, the Plateau State 
governor was around and was 
shocked at what he saw.

How long does it take potato 
to mature?

Well, we harvest four times 
a year; that means every three 
months. Whatever is planted 
is harvested for instance, one 
is going to be harvested this 
August. 

 
May we know the cost im-

plication of your investment 
in the farms?

In Jos, currently we have 
done close to $20 million (twen-
ty million dollars). Kaduna is 
going to do, with the process-
ing plant and the farm, we are 
looking at additional $60 million 
(sixty million dollars) so, on the 
whole, we are looking at $80 
million (eighty million dollars).

How do you protect your 
investment, especially when 
the processing plant is in place?

Yes, we’ve asked the govern-
ment of Kaduna State to provide 

a kind of security. The state also 
will help in the area of power 
because we’ve got to tap into 
the grid. We are in touch with 
General Electric and they said 
they have a place in Kaduna, so 
they are advising on that, includ-
ing the use of solar system. You 
know Southern Kaduna is a hot 
spot; so they’ve got to reassure us 
of adequate security and protec-
tion for our investment there, 
and the government has made a 
commitment in that regard.

Assuming you were Presi-
dent Buhari, what steps would 
you have taken to pull the 
country out of recession? 

Well, it is not the first time it 
is happening in Nigeria and also 
in Europe. I remember the col-
lapse of the market in 2008; we 
were badly hit as well. We lost 
over $50 million dollars of our 
investment in Europe. When an 
economy is in recession, it is like 
you are in a coma. Coma is that 
you don’t know whether you’re 
going to die or recover. In that 
situation, every one prays for 

recovery. When the individual 
happens to die, hope of recovery 
is lost except you want to resur-
rect the person. If an economy is 
in recession, what you have to 
do which is what I have told the 
current governor of the Central 
Bank, he should learn from Ber-
nanke (Ben Shalom Bernanke 
is an American economist at 
the Brookings Institution who 
served two terms as chairman 
of the Federal Reserve, the cen-
tral bank of the United States, 
from 2006 to 2014). Now we are 
a liquid economy – not credit 
economy – so, that in itself is a 
strength. Secondly, yes I have 
heard so many people say if you 
put excess liquidity in the sys-
tem you’ll create more problems. 
But I say No. what you should do 
is what we call quantitative eas-
ing which is what Bernanke did. 
He was the person that changed 
the economic landscape of the 
United States. I said to the CBN 
governor, go and learn from that 
theory. You know, no one has 
the monopoly of knowledge. 

But what is happening now 

has collapsed the economy 
because market reacts to ad-
verse or negative information. 
You have to be positive while 
you are still driving the anti-
corruption initiative. 

Instead of running a two-way 
approach of putting the econo-
my back on track, government 
has been doing a mono-drive. 
It is focusing only on the anti-
corruption approach which has 
completely killed the appetite 
of investors, because investors 
don’t like uncertainty. When 
the market is uncertain and 
the economy seems to be nose-
diving, they‘ll wait for you to 
rebound; they can’t change your 
policy and they can’t change 
your economy too. The President 
appears to be having around him 
those who give him theory on 
how to go about the economy; 
it seems he does not have those 
who can give him the practical 
solution to resolving the eco-
nomic challenges.

When you are in recession, 
what you do is to stimulate the 
economy; it is not about try-
ing to feed school children, not 
trying to do social welfare, but 
encourage practical investment. 
Although the TSA policy is 
good, it killed the banks. What 
government needed to do was 
to monitor the banks on the 
usage of such funds; if that had 
been done, money would have 
still been in circulation. Again 
the banks are not creative what 
they do is just to receive deposits.

When you are in recession, what you do is to stimulate 
the economy; it is not about trying to feed school children, 

not trying to do social welfare, but encourage practical 
investment

Andrew with foreign partners
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W
hat does the millen-
nial age mean for the 
Nigerian government 
and marketing in the 
country?

The millennial generation is at the mo-
ment the most influential generation in 
terms of taking opinion, marketing, and 
even vote. We have more people from the 
ages of 18-40 in the voting processes than 
for people who are above these ages, giv-
ing the normal life expectancy. They are 
called the millennial because they were 
born between 1980 and year 2000. This 
generation of people are now the ones 
making up that age. They are now in the 
forefront of advancement in the world.  
On what it means for the economy, some 
businesses started over 60 years ago. But 
if they continue to use the old method of 
advertising like for instance through only 
NTA news line, they will lose this millen-
nial age who are always online through 
their smart phones. This generation use 
more of technology to get information. 
The Nigerian millennial has a huge 
marketing influence in terms of growing 
business. They are up to 80 percent. In 
terms of government, a government can 

win an election or be toppled via social 
media. It is not just what you read in the 
newspapers and radio jingles anymore. 
If you can teach this generation how to 
do certain things, they will do something 
beyond what you envisaged. They will 
carry things for you without spending 
so much money.

Some of this group of people you are 
talking about are very quarrelsome on 
the social media over PDP and APC. 
What is responsible for this behaviour 
among this set of people?

 Let me take you back to the time these 
people were born. They were born at a 
time when things were very funny in 
Nigeria. Nigeria just finished the Festac 
77 festival; a lot of things went into the 
economy; parents were trying to survive 
in the early 1980s to the 1990s. So, they 
grow up in a very harsh environment that 
their parents were going through. So, you 
are growing up and you want to raise an 
opinion and your parents shout at you to 
keep quiet that ‘you don’t have the right 
to say anything here’. ‘I am feeding you 
and paying your school fees’. That was 
the culture back then. So, this genera-

tion grow up with the culture of taking 
whatever parents and guardians say; not 
having their own opinion. They grew into 
adulthood and now can make decision for 
themselves; but are still acting in the for-
mer culture where they wait for people 
to make decision for them. Older people 
understand this scenario and say ‘let us 
tell them what to do. Let us use someone 
among them’ and thus, use them to turn 
against one another.  

I have a very big problem with that 
and it is one of the reasons I came up with 
the millennial report. We are very de-
pendent. We all depend on the American 
reports and all that but we don’t want to 
do independent verification on contro-
versial topics. We always want to watch 
CNN and use it to judge what is happen-
ing in our country. We ourselves are not 
ready to go out and look for the truth by 
ourselves. That is the very funny thing 
I have realised with the millennial gen-
eration. We are just following someone’s 
opinion without efforts at finding out the 
truth for ourselves. But I think overtime, 
we are now having the culture of trying to 
find out things for ourselves. You can see 
that we are now speaking for ourselves.

If you go to the National Assembly 
now, it is filled with old people. How then 
do we address this dependent culture 
among this generation of people?  

The people that fought Nigeria’s in-
dependence were not in their 40s. They 
were in their late 20s and early 30s. This 
millennial generation are angry but they 
don’t know how to direct their angers. 
Now they find the internet, and can 
sit down on the toilet sit and rant and 
nobody hears the voice. But for them to 
now take action is what they were not 
taught to do. We were never taught to 
take action. In our early days, to become 
a class captain you must be appointed by 
the teacher. You dare not raise your hand 
that you want to be captain. But getting 
the best out of this generation is a process. 
We have to start first by educating our-
selves; finding out things and facts on our 
own. Knowing how to go into enterprise; 
knowing how to navigate a company 
from a start up point to an established 
organisation in this great country. If you 
can do that you will have some boldness 
and leadership qualities imbibed in you. 
You will have some courage and strong 
network so that from that angle we can 
take over the leadership of this country.

Solving Nigeria’s problem is not macro 
issue but micro. People vote in the kind of 
people they are. If you take Lagos people 
to Singapore and take Singapore people to 
Lagos, Singapore will become Lagos while 
Lagos will become Singapore. It is all about 
our mind set. When it comes to the issues 
of government, the youths first need to 
deal with the mind set before thinking of 
joining politics. Leadership is a long term 
thing. We need to first train ourselves for 
leadership role because sooner or later, the 
current leaders in the country will fade 
out. Time is coming when young Nigerians 
will take over the National Assembly. But 
let we young people build our enterprises 
first; build the SME into a beautiful thing, 
have a sound economy, and then we will 
now detect who goes into government. 
That is when our influence will be stron-
ger. My thoughts are that in 20 years’ 
time, we will have a lot of young people 
in government.  

 
What inspired you to do this project 

(Millennial Generation)?
When I was doing my study, I realised 

that most of the contents I was getting 
were from the western world. But it is a 
different ball game in Nigeria. A research 
on how to do business produced in the 
US can never be holistically applied to 
the Nigerian situation because we have 
power problem, which they don’t have 
in America. If you give $10 million each 
to a Nigerian living in America and to a 
Nigerian living in Nigeria, they can never 
achieve the same result because of the 
business climate in Nigeria. The one in the 
US will get to his company’s goal ten years 
earlier than his counterpart in Nigeria. 
And I wanted to do another report and 
the contents I got were from America and 
I shouted ‘but we are different in Nigeria’. 
The millennial report is to help us under-
stand the Nigeria space.

 
What is the research methodology 

you adopted to reach this conclusion?
 We used survey software online. We 

used Lagos and Abuja geography and 
some other places. But we had more from 
Lagos. We had 538 samples giving differ-
ent opinion here and there. It was from 
those samples we got the content we have 
in the report. We lunched it first in Febru-
ary this year. We took the survey January 
2016 and we lunched it 6th of February.

‘Very soon, Nigerian youths will begin to do great things’  
As a young creative director at GetupInc, Lagos, Tomi Wale-Temowo leads 
a bunch of rare millennials that focus on creative strategy and visual brand-
ing. He tells NATHANIEL AKHIGBE in the interview his recent research on 
the behaviour of Nigerian Millennial Generation. Excerpts:  

Wale-Temowo
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While much of the world today 
suffers from information 
overload, there are still places 

where information is scarce. And that 
scarcity sometimes costs people their lives.

In the maternity ward of Zanzibar’s 
largest public-health facility, Mnazi 
Mmoja Hospital, patient data are listed 
on a dry-erase board. The information 
on the board consists of the number of 
women admitted, the type and severity 
of their conditions, and whether or not 
they survived.

These data may be better than nothing, 
but not by much. There are no dates or 
timestamps or long-term filing systems. 
With photographs of the board strictly 
forbidden, records last only as long as 
they are on it.

Zanzibar’s attitude toward health 
records is not unique. In fact, Zanzibar is 
probably more careful than many other 
places throughout in Africa and Asia, where 
data-collection systems simply do not exist. 

When a country suffers from such a 
data deficit, its public-health policies, 
budgets, and strategies are decided 
by political expediency or guesswork. 
Sometimes the guesses are right, but 
most often they are not.

This is a major challenge for health-
care systems in the developing world. 
Collecting accurate information on all 
patients (while still respecting privacy) 

I
t is quite intriguing hearing 
from the government that 
the War Against Indiscipline 
(WAI), a campaign that sign-
posted Muhammadu Bu-

hari’s first sojourn in governance 
as military head of state, is staging 
a comeback. Coming on the heels 
of a frustrating scarcity of essen-
tial consumer goods, it was a big 
hit with the people what with the 
emphasis on imbibing the queue 
culture. In a rather strange atmo-
sphere where Nigerians had to 
queue to buy goods appropriately 
christened ‘essenco’, WAI staved off 
potentially riotous situations in the 
scramble to buy consumer goods.

Unfortunately, before the WAI 
campaign could unravel, self-
styled military president, Ibrahim 
Babangida, booted Buhari out of 
office. There is marked difference 
between then and now that may 

Between WAI and the economy

Closing the health-care data gap
Visionary Voices

BusinessDay avidly thrives on the mainstay of our core values of being The Fourth Estate, Credible, Independent, 
Entrepreneurial and Purpose-Driven.
•  The Fourth Estate: We take pride in being guarantors of liberal economic thought 
•  Credible: We believe in the principle of being objective, fair and fact-based 
•  Independent: Our quest for liberal economic thought means that we are independent of private and public interests.
•  Entrepreneurial: We constantly search for new opportunities, maintaining the highest ethical standards in all  we do
•  Purpose-Driven: We are committed to assembling a team of highly talented and motivated people that share 
    our vision, while treating them with respect and fairness.

To be a diversified 
provider of superior 
business, financial and 
management intelligence 
across platforms acces-
sible to our customers 
anywhere in the world.

MISSION 
STATEMENT 

OUR CORE VALUES 

www.businessdayonline.com

      

Dick Kramer - Chairman
Imo Itsueli

Mohammed Hayatudeen
Albert Alos

Funke Osibodu
Afolabi Oladele

Dayo Lawuyi
Vincent Maduka
Wole Obayomi
Maneesh Garg
Keith Richards

Opeyemi Agbaje
Amina Oyagbola
Bolanle Onagoruwa

Fola Laoye
Chuka Mordi
Sim Shagaya

Mezuo Nwuneli
Emeka Emuwa
Charles Anudu

Tunji Adegbesan
Eyo Ekpo

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

PUBLISHER/CEO
Frank Aigbogun

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Prof. Onwuchekwa Jemie

EDITOR
Zebulon Agomuo
 
DEPUTY EDITORS
John Omachonu
John Osadolor, Abuja

ASSISTANT  EDITOR
Chuks Oluigbo

NEWS EDITOR
Bill Okonedo 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
SALES AND MARKETING 
Kola Garuba

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OPERATIONS 
Fabian Akagha

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DIGITAL SERVICES 
Oghenevwoke Ighure

CHIEF FINANCE OFFICER
Folashade Odusanya

MANAGER, SYSTEMS & CONTROL
Emeka Ifeanyi

HEAD OF SALES, CONFERENCES
Rerhe Idonije

SUBSCRIPTIONS MANAGER 
Patrick Ijegbai

CIRCULATION MANAGER 
John Okpaire

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (North)
Bashir Ibrahim Hassan

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (South)
Ignatius Chukwu

}Lagos

NEWS ROOM
08022238495
08034009034
08033160837   Abuja

ADVERTISING 
01-2799110
08116759801
08082496194

SUBSCRIPTIONS
01-2799101
07032496069
07054563299

www.businessdayonline.com
The Brook, 

6 Point Road, GRA, Apapa, Lagos, 
Nigeria.
01-2799100

LEGAL ADVISERS
The Law Union

ENQUIRIES 

PIUS MORDI
Mordi, a media practitioner and public af-

fairs analyst, writes from Asaba.

have been lost on the advocates of 
the return of WAI. The fall of the 
Second Republic and the advent of 
WAI came at a time Nigerians had 
the means and wherewithal to buy 
goods. The inventory of manufac-
turers and importers’ warehouses 
were incapable of meeting the 
demands of a still economically 
vibrant population.

Not so this time. Manufactur-
ers operating even at about 30 
percent of installed capacity are 
still saddled with large stocks of 
unsold goods in their warehouses 
while importers somehow source 
foreign currencies even at ridicu-
lously high exchange rates. But the 
people no longer have the means 
to buy. Today, civil servants in all 
the tiers of government are being 
owed salaries, banks are downsiz-
ing and manufacturers are looking 
to emigrate to other climes with 
more clement environment.

While we may still be nostalgic 
about the charming effects of WAI 
some 31 years ago, it was a cam-
paign essentially designed to ad-
dress the chaos and near rancour 
that characterised the scramble 
to source the limited quantities of 
consumer goods. It was no eco-
nomic road map, it had no blue-
print for addressing the scarcity 
at the time and it was just a call 

to follow in the perceived austere 
footsteps of the leaders at the time.

Back to the present. In the face 
of a now limp and almost lifeless 
working class with no middle class, 
it is intriguing that the Federal Gov-
ernment’s priority will be a return 
of the queue culture. If there is any 
queue now, it is that of manufactur-
ers and importers waiting in vain 
for consumers to relieve them of 
their enormous burden of unsold 
stocks.

Even before the recession was 
officially confirmed, all the indices 
in Nigeria’s economy had indicated 
that we are in it big time. Once you 
have the combination of rising 
prices, falling output, and increas-
ing government borrowing, then 
you have the perfect storm for an in-
evitable recession. The combination 
had been in the right mix for some 
time. It only needed a perceptive 
leadership to read all the indicators 
and get down on the job.

As late as Thursday, August 
11, President Buhari spoke of the 
economy as Nigeria “suddenly” be-
coming poor. I am not sure there is 
anything as sudden national poverty 
in the absence of severe depression. 
The poverty had been with us long 
before he took over power and this 
much was acknowledged in the heat 
of the campaigns leading to the 2015 

elections.
If there is poverty in any segment 

of the society, it is definitely with 
the leadership. From the onset of 
the Buhari administration, manu-
facturers and, indeed, the local and 
international business communities 
have been asking the administration 
for its economic direction. And ap-
parently in frustration, the Organ-
ised Private Sector the Presidential 
Policy Dialogue Session in Lagos on 
Thursday, called on the government 
to focus more on the economy, to 
avoid social problems triggered by 
hunger and poverty.

They maintained that govern-
ment’s monetary policies were 
“stifling operations in the real sector 
and that the effect was already snow-
balling into a big social problem 
with the closure of many enterprises, 
amid rising unemployment and 
underemployment.”

Espousing ideas that would not 
impact on productivity or address 
the serious challenges facing the 
country is akin to burying one’s 
head in the sand. When critical 
infrastructure as power supply is 
adequate, when people have jobs, 
when salaries are paid promptly and 
when capital projects are executed 
and contractors paid, the people will 
have the wherewithal to spend. That 
is the change the country needs.

is vital to tracking public-health threats, 
lapses in care, and medical errors, and is 
a necessary and essential condition for 
holding open and honest debates about 
health-care issues that can affect entire 
communities or countries.

According to a British Medical 
Journal analysis by Martin Makary and 
Michael Daniel of the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine, in the 
United States, medical errors alone 
are the third leading cause of death, 
after heart disease and cancer. In 
the context of their analysis, medical 
errors could include bad doctors, poor 
clinical judgment, miscommunications 
between staff members or departments, 
and incorrect diagnoses.

There is no reason to think this problem 
is confined to the US. Health-care settings 
in the developing world often face even 
steeper challenges, such as lack of technical 
capacity among hospital management, 
staff shortages, poor training, low-quality 
medicines, and relative impunity for 
medical malpractice. Unfortunately, 
because we have such limited data, 
we cannot know the extent to which 
any of these factors contribute to poor 
health outcomes and avoidable deaths in 
developing countries. 

Aside from potentially saving countless 
lives, reliable data can reduce costs, 
financially and psychologically. The 

financial burden of health care in low- and 
middle-income countries is substantial, 
despite the progress that has been made 
in fighting HIV, malaria, and tuberculosis. 
Beyond these diseases, for which there 
is treatment and tracking, thanks partly 
to ample awareness, many illnesses go 
unidentified and continue to strain public-
health services.

Understanding common causes of 
death is the only way to improve health 
care in communities with a high disease 
burden, patriarchal hierarchies, and large 
and dispersed rural populations that rely 
on traditional medicine. In these settings, 
patient interactions with doctors are rare, 
so it is important to collect records on them 
at every opportunity.

Different societies have different health-
care needs, and fully comprehending what 
they are is no easy task. But we can begin 
the process with three steps.

The first is to create awareness within 
communities. All people want healthy 
and productive lives for themselves and 
their loved ones, so they will welcome 
new insights into why people in their 
community die or get sick. With the 
advent of citizen journalism and social 
media, even in poor countries, public-
awareness campaigns are now more 
affordable than ever.

The second step is to devise better ways 
to collect data. Many developing countries 

lack the funds, infrastructure, and training 
needed to use sophisticated data-
collection tools; but that doesn’t mean 
they can’t make significant improvements 
in data collection. As Atul Gawande of 
Harvard University’s School of Public 
Health has shown, simple checklists can 
be effective in both collecting data and 
making better decisions. If health-care 
workers and policymakers know which 
data are useful and why, they will already 
be in a better position to change public-
health outcomes.

The final step is to establish transparent 
oversight of the data being collected. Some 
data may point to politically inconvenient 
or counterintuitive conclusions, and 
politicians could be tempted to sweep it 
under the rug. In the age of social media 
and open-access journals, we should 
demand that newly collected data be 
made available to a broad range of people 
researching public-health issues and 
working in health-care settings.

Ultimately, we may not be able 
to prevent deaths caused by certain 
illnesses. But with more information, it is 
within our power to prevent those deaths 
that are caused by our own complacency 
or incompetence.

(c): Project Syndicate
www.project-syndicate.org 
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Zaman is a professor of biomedical 
engineering at Boston University.
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E
xpectedly, the opening 
ceremony of  the 2016 
Summer Olympics, at the 
Maracana Stadium, Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, was 

quite electrifying. With delegations 
representing 207 nations marching 
at the event, about 78,000 spectators 
witnessed the spectacular opening 
ceremony. The biggest applause (aside 
from the host nation) came when the 
team of Refugee Athletes marched into 
the stadium just ahead of the Brazilian 
team. They received a standing ovation 
from the crowd.

The evolution of the Olympic 
Movement during the 20th and 21st 
centuries has resulted in several 
changes to the Olympic Games. Some of 
these adjustments include the creation 
of the Winter Games for ice and winter 
sports, the Paralympics Games for 
athletes with a physical disability, and 
the Youth Olympic Games for teenage 
athletes. The International Olympic 
Committee, IOC, has had to adapt to 
the varying economic, political, and 
technological realities of the 20th 
century. 

Consequently, the Olympics shifted 

The word change seems to have 
acquired a scary visage in 
the present dispensation.  An 

increasing number of Nigerians have 
developed a kind of phobia for the 
word. It has become the subject of 
many crude jokes. There is a particular 
cartoon that became popular on the 
various social media platforms. The 
cartoon shows many people running 
in different directions and the rider 
says ‘when Nigerians hear the word 
‘change in 2019’. Another fellow went 
to the Bible book of Proverbs and 
fished out a verse that says we should 
be wary of anyone that speaks about 
the word change. Indeed, Nigerians 
have expressed their fear and disdain 
for the campaign slogan of the ruling 

Rio Olympics and a minister’s humble pie
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Who is afraid of change?

away from pure amateurism, as 
envisioned by Coubertin, to allow 
participation of professional athletes. 
The growing importance of the mass 
media created the issue of corporate 
sponsorship and commercialization 
of the Games. World Wars led to the 
cancellation of the 1916, 1940, and 1944 
Games. Large boycotts during the Cold 
War limited participation in the 1980 
and 1984 Games.

In an increasingly troubled world, 
the Olympic has become a magnificent 
metaphor for world cooperation. The 
Olympic dream brings together people 
from around the world. Its positive 
values of hard work, fair play, excellence 
and team spirit foster a communion 
that transcends borders, cultures and 
ethnicity.

Nigeria first participated at the 
Olympic Games in 1952, and has 
since sent athletes to compete in every 
Summer Olympic Games , except for 
the boycotted 1976 Summer Olympics.  
Till date, Nigerian athletes have won a 
total of 23 medals at the Olympic Games 
with a substantial part coming from 
athletics and boxing. Perhaps, the peak 
of the country’s success in the Olympic 
Games was in 1996 when the national 
U-23 football team and long jumper, 
Chioma Ajuwon, respectively won gold 
medal in the soccer and long jump 
events at the Games held in Atlanta.

Character ist ical ly ,  Nig er ia’s 
preparation for the Rio Olympics 
was as abysmal as ever, with the 
Presidency releasing fund for the event 
barely days to the opening ceremony. 
Consequently, it would be a pretty 
surprise if the country’s Olympic Team 

comes back with any medal at this 
summer’s Olympics. Perhaps, the most 
controversial subject with regards to 
the country’s awful preparation for the 
Rio’s Games has to do with the men U23 
football team, popularly referred to as 
the Dream Team. 

The story of U23 team has all the 
trappings of the typical Nigerian 
legendary and scandalous penchant 
for shameful demeanor. The height of 
it was that the team nearly missed its 
opening match against Japan due to a 
classic amateurish travel plans. Prior to 
this, the team was allegedly abandoned 
by the nation’s sporting authorities 
during its preparatory training tour 
at the United States. In the thick of 
it all, Minister of Sports and Youth 
development, Solomon Dalung hit out 
at Coach Samson Siasia and his U-23 
Olympics squad for failing to inform the 
ministry of the team’s trip to USA. When 
asked why the country has not come 
to the aid of the team, who were at the 
brink of being thrown out of their hotel, 
the Sports Minister denied awareness 
of the tour.

In what, perhaps, could be termed 
the most bizarre eruption, quite 
unbecoming of a serving Minister, 
Dalung said:  “The issue of our U- 23 
National team suffering in the United 
States of America is news to me. They 
didn’t tell us what they were there for 
and who took them there. It doesn’t 
mean that if somebody goes to the 
market and has problem then you 
will come and ask the ministry. The 
question is who took them there? And 
what are they there for? Because they 
are U23 national team, they went to 

the US and they are having problems, 
does that become our business? If they 
are throwing them out of the hotel 
then they should meet who took them 
there”. It was such a disgusting and 
insensitive outburst that sporting fans 
across the country immediately called 
for the resignation or outright sack of 
the Minister.   

However, as it is characteristic of 
sporting administrators in the country, 
the once rejected U23 team has 
suddenly become the proverbial corner 
stone. Having already qualified for the 
quarter final of the Rio 2016 football 
event, the team has understandably 
become the bride of the nation’s sport 
administrators. The Minister who 
had distanced himself from the team 
was recently pictured exchanging 
pleasantries with players and officials 
as the team secured a one nil victory 
over Sweden. 

The Minister didn’t just stop at that, 
he reportedly apologized to the U23 
team for the initial delay in Atlanta, 
after they were stranded before their 
first Rio 2016 match, due to sloppy travel 
arrangement. Mr. Dalung was reported 
to have said: “I want to apologize for 
all the circumstances that led to your 
late arrival here. I apologize because 
I am the head and as such I must take 
responsibility for anything that happens 
under my watch”.

Mr. Dalung’s latest somersault did 
not come as a surprise to many. It is 
customary with sports administrators 
in the country. They often ditch teams 
while preparing for major global 
tourney only to later pointlessly hobnob 
with same at the verge of attaining 

success. Presently, the Coach of the U23 
team is reportedly being owed wages 
of over five months while players are 
equally being owed arrears in training 
and winning bonuses dating back to 
the qualifying period.  Why we have 
continued to take such ignoble route 
as a nation remains a mystery. As for 
the Sports Minister, aside his knack for 
needless controversy, thus far, he has 
demonstrated sufficient traits of gross 
ineptitude in sports administration.    

If we are to fully explore the 
unlimited potentials of sports, sporting 
administrators need to begin to act 
professionally. Today, sport remains 
a vast field of life that offers the 
youth an enduring opportunity for 
personal development and growth. It 
teaches endurance, discipline, hard 
work, tolerance, teamwork, focus, 
preparedness, ruggedness among 
numerous other noble virtues that 
are currently in short supply across 
the world. But beyond these values, 
sports have become a universal money 
spinner for talented youths who take to 
it as a source of livelihood. 

Now that our nation faces enormous 
economic challenge is the precise 
moment to assign thorough breed 
professionals as administrators in the 
sporting sector. It is only in doing this 
that we can solve the twain issues of 
unemployment and youth restiveness.

Meanwhile, as the saying goes, to err 
is human, to forgive is divine. Since Mr. 
Dalung had reportedly apologized for 
the nation’s shoddy treatment of the 
U23 team, he should be pardoned and 
encouraged to succeed. Only that he 
should go and sin no more.

party in various ways and an observer 
may get the impression that we do not 
really know what we want.

 But it was actually the promise of 
change that convinced many Nigerians 
to choose the APC over other parties 
and their candidates. Nigerians were 
tired of moving two steps forward and 
six steps backwards. We were tired of 
being mocked and cajoled as citizens 
of a rogue country. We were tired of 
answering ‘giant of Africa’ with the 
heart of an ant. There was a yearning 
for growth and development from the 
East, West, North and South of this 
country.  Even supporters of the past 
government recognized the pervading 
need to do things differently.

The major selling point of the 
president was his reputation as a 
man who has what it takes to pursue 
a change agenda, not minding how 
many toes he would need to step on to 
achieve his aim. Many non-Muslims 
supported him and still support him 
till now because they believe he knows 
how to engender change.

 From the fore-going, it is abundantly 
clear that Nigerians earnestly desire 
change. We desire change in the 
power sector. The prevailing situation 
whereby we generate and sell power to 
other smaller countries but cannot give 
ourselves power is no longer acceptable 
to us. A situation where everyone who 
wishes to open a business must provide 
a generator for his power needs is no 
longer acceptable. A situation where 

you go to NEPA office to complain of 
power failure in your house only to 
discover that they are using a generator 
to power their office is no longer funny.

 We need change in our reward 
system. A situation where those who 
do little or nothing receive the highest 
remunerations while those who spend 
their blood and sweat to make things 
work have to beg for food is detestable.

A situation where being a legislator 
means automatic membership of 
the billionaires’ club is worrisome. 
It is an unwanted plague to have 
lawmakers who do not give a hoot 
about their constituents’ well being, 
but are in the legislative houses solely 
for their own personal enrichment and 
aggrandizement.

 Our educational system is crying 
for change. A situation where the 
schools produce nothing but vermin is 
pathetic. The universities cannot boast 
of new breakthroughs in technology, 
science or arts. They rather boast of 
producing teenage, cold-blooded 
murderers: people who have the guts to 
cut off the head of fellow human beings 
with one stroke of the machete or use 
one bullet to end a life in seconds. A 
situation where intellectualism is just 
a meal ticket and all kinds of touts are 
pushed into the classrooms to teach 
youngsters how to be hooligans is 
terrible. A situation where a lecturer in 
a school is also the leader of a gang of 
criminals whose specialty is to terrorize 
the school community in the name of 

secret cult is an aberration. We need 
a change!

 A situation where health care is 
a mirage for the citizens is horrible. 
We have all necessary resources for a 
vibrant and efficient health delivery 
system but these things are diverted 
to personal pockets. The citizens 
that should be given good health 
care die of preventable and treatable 
maladies. The rich and powerful 
citizens, on the other hand, fly out 
of the hell-hole they have created to 
treat every headache and pimple in 
better organized societies. A situation 
where our health care system cannot 
be trusted to treat even the dogs of the 
men in power is pitiable.

A situation where a great country like 
Nigeria still lines up, cap in hand, to 
receive charities in the form of vaccines 
and grants for the management of 
simple ailments is a national shame. 
For a nation that is far more endowed 
with all kinds of resources than most 
other nations of the world to be listed 
among the poorest of the poor nations 
is unacceptable. We need change!

 A situation where our young people 
have the strong conviction that the only 
way to make a success out of life is to 
get into crime is too bad. When our 
reputation in the whole world is that 
crime runs in our veins, it is alarming. 
When leaders have no scruples in 
dealing wickedly with the people they 
are leading, and have impressed it upon 
the young ones that caring for other 

people is old fashioned, the future is 
poisoned. When undiluted capitalism 
has been elevated as the ideal by selfish 
and greedy businessmen, the society in 
in deep trouble.

 A situation where the process 
of electing new leaders is so much 
compromised that virtually everything 
is possible is worrisome. It is so bad 
that the only thing that can surprise 
Nigerians is to see a popular or people-
friendly candidate being declared 
winner in an election.

 The prevailing condition where 
freedom does not mean that you are 
free from police harassment is pathetic. 
Yes, in Nigeria, you are free to say you 
are free but the exercise of human 
rights is far from free. Our human rights 
are in prison and must be released. 
Change!!

 Everything around us cries out for 
change and this is why Nigerians fell 
in love with that slogan when the APC 
floated the change campaign. How is 
it possible that just one year after we 
got what we bargained for, the word 
‘change’ is no longer so appealing?

I wish to tell our leaders that we 
asked for change last year and on that 
change we stand. They should search 
the innermost recesses of their beings 
and give us change. There can be no 
growth or development in this our 
current state and we cannot go on 
this way. This phobia for change must 
give way. All we are saying, give us our 
change!
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T
he National Hous-
ing Fund (NHF), to 
many Nigerians, is 
just another failed 

home ownership scheme 
by government and the 
only explanation they may 
have for this thinking is 
that the operations of the 
fund are hardly known or 
understood.

Many more do not hide 
their frustration with this 
scheme which they feel 
would have served as win-
dow to homeownership 
which is today a dashed 
hope, especially for those 
in the low income group. 
Mortgage experts say these 
perceptions are far from 
the reality of the scheme, 
insisting that a clearer 
understanding would 
help both the scheme and 
home-seekers who would 
want to access home loans 
through the scheme.

Bertrand Bassey, a 
mortgage expert, explains 
the basic operations of the 
scheme.  According to him, 
any contributor to NHF 

CHUKA UROKO are expected from the loan 
seeker, Bassey says that 
he will fill the relevant 
loan application forms, 
including his passport 
photograph, tax clearance 
certificate to show that he 
is a law-abiding citizen and 
the photocopies of the title 
documents of the property 
he is intending to buy as 
mortgage or security for 
the loan. He will also be 
expected to put forward 
revaluation report on the 
property he wants to buy 
to determine its value and 
location.

Another thing which 
he canvassed that was 
personal to him was that 
mortgage operators should 
begin to look at inspection 
certificate on the property 
an applicant is buying, 
explaining that this was in 
view of the rate of col-
lapsed building, especially 
in Lagos these days. “If 
a bank is going to take a 
house as security for a loan, 
it should not be interested 
in the value of the prop-
erty alone, but also in the 
structural soundness of the 
property,” he posited.
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should know that the fund 
is a statutorily compul-
sory savings scheme for all 
workers deriving income 
from and in Nigeria, adding 
that whether as a self-
employed person or an em-
ployee, such an individual 
is expected to deduct 2.5 
percent of his basic salary 
every month and pay same 
to the Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria (FMBN) 
without fail.

The FMBN is empow-
ered, by the act establishing 
the NHF, to manage that 
pool of fund. Only those 
who are below 21 years are 
exempted from contrib-
uting to the fund. This 
contribution forms a large 
pool of fund from which 
mortgage loans are granted 
to the contributors who are 
eligible, ready and willing 
to apply for the loan. Those 
who are eligible to apply 
for the loan are those who 
have been contributing 
consistently to the fund for 
a period of six consecutive 
months.

As for those who should 
apply and the purpose of 
the loan, Bassey says that 

to qualify for loan, the 
applicant must be 21 years 
of age, must have a regular 
income and the purpose 
for which he is applying 
for the loan is to build, buy, 
renovate or complete a 
residential building which 
could be located anywhere 
in Nigeria provided it is 
covered by a good and an 
acceptable title.

These good, accept-
able or mortgageable titles 
include, but not limited to, 
Certificate of Occupancy 
(C of O), right of occupancy, 

registered deed of assign-
ment, deed of conveyance, 
land certificate, etc provided 
they are registered or are 
registerable titles. He adds 
that the individual cannot 
apply directly to FMBN. He 
or she has to pass through a 
registered mortgage institu-
tion or a registered and 
licensed primary mortgage 
bank of his choice.

This primary mortgage 
bank must also have condi-
tions which the loan seeker 
must fulfill some of which 
are having an account with 

the bank, and having up to 
10 percent equity contribu-
tion of the loan he is seek-
ing or applying for.

NHF, according to him, 
gives a maximum loan of 
N15 million. So, if an ap-
plicant is seeking to apply 
for the maximum loan of 
N15 million, the FMBN 
expects him to have saved 
up to N1.5 million with the 
primary mortgage bank, 
and he is expected to show 
evidence of that 10 percent 
contribution.

On other things that 

Contribute for only 6 months to NHF, become a homeowner

O
n February 3, 
1960, the then 
British Prime 
Minister Har-
old Macmillan, 

having spent a month in 
Africa visiting a number 
of what were then British 
colonies, made the now fa-
mous historically-significant 
“Wind of Change” address 
to the South African Parlia-
ment in Cape Town. Some 
records say he had earlier 
made the same speech in 
Accra, Ghana, on January 
10, though that didn’t catch 
much media attention.

In that speech, which 
signalled clearly that the 
Conservative-led British 
Government was no lon-
ger equivocating about the 

A season of 
demystifications

granting of independence 
to its African colonies, Mac-
millan said: “The wind of 
change is blowing through 
this continent. Whether we 
like it or not, this growth of 
national consciousness is a 
political fact.”

Subs e quent  events 
proved that the change 
the British PM was talking 
about was not a ruse as a 
total of 16 African coun-
tries gained independence 
between February 3 and 
the end of 1960, though 
they were not all British 
colonies. Senegal became 
independent on 4 April, 
1960, followed by Togo (27 
April), Mali (22 September), 
Madagascar (26 June), Congo 
Kinshasa (30 June), Somalia 
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(1 July), Benin (1 August), 
Niger (3 August), Burkina 
Faso (5 August), Côte d’Ivoire 
(7 August), Chad (11 August), 
Central African Republic (13 
August), Congo Brazzaville 
(15 August), Gabon (17 Au-
gust), Nigeria (1 October), and 
Mauritania (28 November).

In the last one year or so 
in Nigeria, another wind 
of change has blown. And 
this is not just about the illu-
sive, undefined change that 
was promised (of course, 
we know change can be 
positive or negative, and 
Nigerians can tell better the 
type they’ve felt and are still 
feeling since May 29, 2015). It 
is about a heavy wind that 
has ushered in this season 
of demystifications that we 

are in.
The last one year has 

seen the shattering of many 
myths woven around some 
individuals in today’s gov-
ernment. It’s a year that has 
exposed their inadequacies, 
their equivocations, half-
truths and outright lies. It’s 
a year that has underscored 
the fact that they actually 
possess no magic wand, 
forget all that pre-election 
talk about a serious gov-
ernment fixing power in 
six months. We have seen 
through the smokescreen 
and now know better. We 
now know how easy it is 
to criticize a footballer from 
outside the pitch. We also 
know they are typical Ni-
gerian politicians, never 
mind all the integrity and 
anti-corruption bullshit. All 
the excuses and blame-game 
don’t cut it.

As scales fall off eyes, 
hero worshippers are re-
viewing long-held beliefs as 
they behold their messiahs 
in all humanness, warts and 
all, and realise that there is 
only one messiah the world 
has ever known; that their 
so-called messiahs are after 
all mere mortals masquer-
ading as gods. You know, 
it’s like the unmasking, in 
the village arena – in the 
presence of non-initiates, 
including women – of that 
favourite masquerade of 
yours that you have held in 

high esteem for so long, that 
you actually believed was 
an ancestral spirit from the 
land of the dead.

Hero worshippers are re-
alizing that so-called heroes 
are indeed media creations. 
But some of us have always 
known this. Just get a man, 
weave some myths of om-
nipotence and infallibility 
around him, give him sus-
tained media coverage, hide 
his sins, exaggerate every 
little good he does, white-
wash every dark spot in his 
life, get Beyonce’s make-up 
artist to make him up and 
declare him ‘flawless’, paint 
him in the most generous 
epithets, apotheosize him 
and convince us that he 
would have come into the 
world as a god but the Cre-
ator changed his mind at 
the last minute, and hurray, 
another hero is born! 

You can also spin an in-
tegrity yarn around a can-
didate, remove his agbada 
and wear him a tight-fitting 
dark suit. Forget that he 
toppled a democratically-
elected government or just 
find the ‘right’ argument 
to justify that unnecessary 
military incursion, ‘kill’ all 
reports that highlight the 
high-handed, draconian 
and dictatorial tendencies 
that hallmarked his first 
coming, including even the 
fact that the little good that 
regime is remembered for 

was actually carried out by a 
subordinate, baptise him and 
rename him a born-again 
democrat, in fact, elevate him 
to the status of gods, promote 
this new image of him by 
hook or crook, and bang!

But public offices have a 
way of making or marring 
their beneficiary. A public 
office can and has unrav-
elled even those to whom 
we arrogated superpowers. 
Some erstwhile superhe-
roes have found themselves 
overwhelmed in a new 
office, even if they are men 
of God!

Our super-columnists 
have been demystified in 
this dispensation. Never 
mind that they had been 
churning out incisive Op-ed 
pieces that farted upon the 
gates of power since your 
kindergarten days, when the 
chips are down, they can lie 
to you repeatedly, unasham-
edly, that the president is not 
sick even when the man says 
he is going on a sick leave; 
they can also tell you that 
not everyone is complaining 
about the hardship in town 
(at least, they and their fami-
lies are not complaining), and 
they can call you a wailing 
wailer when you raise genu-
ine concerns about issues of 
mal-governance.

But in spite of all this, we 
are overcomers. Nigerians 
are. It’s well, as we say here. 
Indeed, this too shall pass.

Understanding NHF scheme
Talking Mortgage
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Raymond Inyang: From banking 
hall to traditional stool

F
or the people Awa Afaha clan 
in Onna local Government 
Area of Akwa Ibom, their joy 
knew no bounds when they 
gleefully displayed their rich 

cultural heritage at the coronation of 
their clan head.

In their songs, traditional dances and 
acrobatic flaunt by masquerades of vari-
ous sizes and shapes, it was a ceremony 
that they will savour for a long time.

It was the coronation of their unfal-
tering monarch, His Royal Highness, 
Etebom Raymond Inyang, the clan head 
of the newly created Awa Afaha clan 
who after his distinguished career in 
the public and private sectors decided to 
“come home to serve his people.”

The creation of the clan itself as a 
distinct political and administrative en-
tity meant to bring the people closer to 
governance particularly on chieftaincy 
matters was like a dream come true.

With a common heritage and ances-
try, indigenes of the clan are found in 
the southern tip of the Niger Delta, a 
region know for oil production but with 
little to show in terms of oil industry 
infrastructure, the people are predomi-
nately farmers and fishermen who have 
lived together peacefully for hundreds 
of years.

Before now, they belonged to Awa 
clan but thanks to the magnanimity 
and thoughtfulness of Governor Udom 
Emmanuel of Akwa who through a law 
sent to state assembly created three 
clans in the state recently. The clans 
created include one in Uruan Local 
Government, one in Essien Udim Local 
Government and the Afaha Awa clan in 
Onna Local Government.

With the creation, ten communities 
were brought together to form the new 
clan. They are the people in four villages 
in Afaha group of villages, namely, Ikot  
Nkang, Ikot Akpan Mkpe, Ikot Idem 
Udoh and Afaha Attai. From the Awa 
group of villages, the following commu-
nities now belong to the new clan: Awa 
Ndon, Awa Attai, Awa Iman and Awa 
Nkop and Afaha Ubium.  And from the 
Asuna group, Ntan Ideh now belongs 
to the new Afaha Awa clan, making it 
a closely knit community of same kith 
and kin.

So when the day of coronation which 
fell on July 30, 2016 came, the people 
were elated and showed it by coming 
out in their numbers to give honour to 
whom is due, in this case to, Etebom 
Raymond Inyang a former banker and 
astute businessman,  who now  becomes 
the clan’s monarch.

The venue of the ceremony was the 
primary school ground, Afaha Ndon, 
the hometown of the clan head. It 
witnessed a mammoth crowd of people 
from all parts of the state and beyond 
who came to show solidarity and to wit-
ness the culture of the people at its best.

Luckily, the weather was fair for 
the event that lasted all day. The clan is 
known for the most colourful cultural 

displays including masquerades and 
others that have won several awards at 
national cultural festivals.

Prominent personalities that in-
cluded commissioners and permanent 
secretaries and other top government 
officials as political stalwarts and cap-
tains of industries thronged the venue 
of the coronation exercise.

It was an indeed a historic moment 
for an event which could only have 
been envisaged in the minds of clair-

voyants some years ago. It brought 
out a good mix of people of various 
backgrounds, women, men, youths and 
school children, members of the clergy 
and the custodians of the people’s cul-
ture and tradition in rich ensemble.

Chaired by Edidem Okuku Ime 
Udousoro Inyang, paramount ruler 
of Ibiono Ibom local government, the 
climax of the event was when Etebom 
Raymond Timothy Inyang was installed 
as the clan head of the Awa Afaha clan 

after all the traditional rites had been 
performed.

With various goodwill messages 
that poured in from within and outside 
the country, the coronation ceremony 
appeared to have been the tonic that 
people needed to sooth their frayed 
nerves under the prevalent harsh 
economic reality. This was so because 
there seemed to have been a great sense 
of fulfillment, joy and happiness among 
the people.

The new clan head while acknowl-
edging the need for the traditional 
institution to have a good mix of rulers 
and monarchs who are professionals 
and businessmen to affect the lives of 
their people expressed his commitment 
to be the unifying force in the area.

“It is no longer enough for monarchs 
to be called “revered” and only used as 
ceremonial figures at events and royal 
endorsements,’’ he said.

Pledging to discharge the functions 
of his office to the best of his ability, he 
promised to uphold the sanctity of time-
honoured tradition and core values of 
honesty, justice, hard work, equality 
and fairness to all persons, indigenes 
and visitors alike.

“We will also be firm in the sanction 
of those practices and behaviours that 
negate our core values as a people,’’ he 
said.

One project he promised to embark 
on is to rename Awa Afaha clan as Awa 
South while Nung Oku Asuna clan 
which was part of the then Awa clan 
will be renamed Awa north to accom-
modate all components of the new clan, 
namely Awa, Afaha and Ntan Ide Ekpe.

Before the coronation ceremony, the 
new clan head was formally admitted 
into the Onna Traditional Rulers Coun-
cil after he had “fulfilled all righteous-
ness.”

Born in 1947, he has served as the 
village head of Awa Ndon and has fol-
lowed after the footsteps of his father 
Timothy Inyang who was the village 
head of Awa Ndon for 26 years and also 
the clan head of Awa for 11 years.

He began his banking career when 
joined the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
working in various departments and 
left for the United States of America 
where he studied at the prestigious 
Howard University, Washington DC.

In 1988, he founded and managed Ric 
funds Limited and Mortgage Financing 
Consortium (MFC), Savings and Loans 
limited in 1992.

A certified public accountant (certi-
fied accountant), the new clan head is 
currently the president/chief executive 
officer, Global Resources Managers, 
Inc, a Florida corporation operating as 
an international financing consulting 
company as well as president/CEO, 
Results Professional Services including 
audit, tax consulting, book keeping and 
accounting.

Raymong Inyang, the new clan head, 
apparently decided to come home leav-
ing  behind his business conglomerate 
in Jacksonville, Florida, US, to come 
home and serve his people due to the 
love he has for his community. There 
can be no greater love than this for a 
man to forsake his business empire to 
come home and take after the footsteps 
his father left behind as the pioneer clan 
head of Awa Afaha clan.

The people of Awa Afaha clan displayed their rich cultural heri-
tage to celebrate the coronation of their clan head in pomp and 
ceremony, writes ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK

Etebom Raymond Inyang
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Niger Delta Avengers (NDA) are taking turns 
to dissociate themselves from the deadly 
group. Right or wrong, a splinter group of 
NDA had reeled out influential names in 
the region as sponsors of the Avengers but 
vehement denials have continued to boom 
from the mouths of such big shots. Former 
President Goodluck Jonathan says he does 
not know the Avengers. Senator Godswill 
Akpabio says so; Raymond Dokpesi, Gov-
ernment Ekpemupolo (alias Tompolo); Paul 
Bebenimbo (Tompolo’s media consultant) 
and Patrick Akpoblokemi, immediate past 
DG of NIMASA, and many others, they all 
claim they have no link with the Avengers. 
Well, critics say the only difference between 
their denial and that of Peter is that there 
was no cock crow.

‘Avengers? Oh, I don’t know them’!

With ZebulonSketches

If it came from any other part of the coun-
try, it would have been termed tribally-
motivated assessment. If it came from, say 

PDP, an opposition party, it would have been 
branded the ranting of a bad loser. If it came 
from the people Aso Rock claimed that gave 
them 5percent votes during the election, they 
would have been marked perpetual hater of 
the man of the moment, but no, it came from 
Kano and also from within the ruling party. 
It was an assessment that captured the mood 
of the hour. A Chieftain of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) in Kano State, Hussaini 
Mairiga got pissed off by the lack-lustre 
performance of the current administration 
and spoke his mind. Whereas many other 
members of the party would prefer to speak 
in hushed tone and muffled voices, Mairiga 

There is a bad spirit controlling poli-
tics in Nigeria and that is the spirit 
of selfishness and winner-takes-all 

mentality. Since the coming into power of 
the APC government, one serious misgiv-
ing many people from certain parts have is 
that the party’s policy is discriminatory as 
it tends to sideline/neglect some sectors of 
the country in favour of some others. For 
instance, in the sharing of portfolios, the 
people of the South-East geo-political zone 
believe that the APC government has not 
been fair to the zone. The only consola-
tion is the occupation of the deputy Senate 
president office by Ike Ekweremadu of the 
PDP. But since Ekweremadu is not in the 
same camp with Rochas Okorocha, the 
Imo State governor would want to stage a 
coup, if possible, to yank Ekweremadu off 
the seat and plant his crony. It was sadden-
ing listening to Okorocha recently, plotting 
how to dethrone his own “brother” because 
of party differences, yet he claims to be the 

Tunde Bakare is the presiding pastor of 
the Latter Rain Assembly, Remember 
him? He was the cleric that wanted to 

render his flock “shepherdless” some time 
ago, when he desperately wanted to go on a 
rescue mission of Nigeria. He was the cleric 
that teamed up with Muhammadu Buhari 
in 2011 to contest the presidency. He was 
the vice presidential candidate of the then 
CPC. At that time he was very sure that 
the person of Buhari was all that Nigeria 
needed to sing a redemption song from 
corruption. But today, he has acknowledged 
that even in the Buhari administration cor-
ruption has remained Nigeria’s nemesis. 
Last week, Bakare came to the realisation 
that “Despite the emergence of a new 
government on the heels of a strong anti-
corruption campaign, despite the credence 
lent to this anti-corruption promise by the 
antecedents of President Muhammadu Bu-
hari, and despite global acknowledgement 
that Nigeria has taken shovel loads off the 
peak of this mountain of filth, the stench of 
corruption remains ‘fantastically’, horrible.”

So, it simply means that even if Pastor 
Bakare had succeeded in pushing off his 
church members into the hands of Satan 
by abandoning them for politics, he would 

also not have been able to succeed in chang-
ing anything in Nigeria. Perhaps, he would 
have messed himself and the calling up to 
the point that he wouldn’t have the courage 
to pick up his Bible again, let alone to say to 
the people, ‘thus says the Lord’. So, he should 
thank his Maker for the ill-fated ambition!

The gospel according to ‘Saint’ Bakare

Lest we forget, the bestial act in Ebonyi! 
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Ebonyi State is always in the news for 
the wrong reasons despite the fact that 
there are many great minds from there. 

If it is not communal clashes, it is massacre 
of innocent souls or heinous crimes. This 
time around what could pass as the worst 
news of the year is the bestial act of a gov-
ernment official, coordinator of Ohaozara 
Development Centre, Ogbonnaya Ene Odi, 

Bitter truth!

WAI I dey laugh!

Etu Okorocha!

These are indeed troublesome times. 
There is fear within and without. No 
one is safe even those who ordinarily 

would not contemplate certain danger com-
ing near them because of the fortification of 
their fortresses. In the past few years when 
kidnapping started in Nigeria, desperate 
youths who wanted to make money sharp, 
sharp only targeted relations of the highly 
placed in society – politicians, businessmen 
and first class traditional rulers. They placed 
a ransomed on their prey and the affected 
moneybags doled out the money with im-
mediate effect to secure the release of their 
loved ones, today all that has changed. The 
kidnappers now go after the moneybags 
themselves. The upsurge in the kidnap of 
traditional rulers is a serious concern. You 
may wonder why rampaging youths would 
whisk away a monarch from his kingdom 
with all the razzmatazz surrounding the 
monarchs. It has been said that today’s 
traditional rulers are stupendously rich. 
Many of them had achieved big in their 

Traditional rulers as ATM ?
respective areas of endeavour before retir-
ing to traditional stool. Moreover, many of 
them are politicians even though they are 
supposed to be apolitical. So, with their po-
litical affinity they rake in so much money 
from politicians who always come to them 
for royal “blessing”.

Particularly, traditional rulers in the 
Niger Delta are said to be very rich as a 
result of royalties coming to them from oil 
through oil companies in their domain. So, 
the kidnappers in society may have found 
in the monarchs a hidden source of instant 
wealth and may have decided to explore 
the opportunity while it lasts. What this 
tells us is that traditional rulers must begin 
to play clean; insist on good governance that 
will positively affect the lives of youths. The 
divide-and-rule system, which some of them 
have adopted in their various domains, could 
be more detrimental than they ever imag-
ined. The saying that it is only when the rope 
stops dangling that the bird that perches on 
it would have rest, cannot be truer.

“mouth and eye” of Ndi-Igbo in the present 
dispensation. Granted that he is the chair-
man of the APC governors’ forum, he must 
be circumspect in whatever he does or says, 
at least that’s why God gave us brain.

went to the roof top to announce that the 
Buhari-administration had betrayed the 
confidence of the Nigerian masses who voted 
him into power. He expressed worry that 
after one year of the administration in power, 
there was nothing to show while poverty in 
the country had reached an unprecedented 
level. The man, who by the tone of his state-
ment, must have gone to market apparently 
with the wife, to find out current prices of 
foodstuff because he rightly pointed out that 
the price of bag of rice has doubled since the 
inception of the administration. The politi-
cian squeezed his face as he noted that the 
most disturbing scenario is that those around 
the president including his ministers have 
refused to tell him the truth and advise him 
on the reality on ground.

Mairiga pointed told Buhari that he took 
exception to the level of suffering in the land, 
how the masses are wallowing in destitution 
and penury. Good talk!

Like Peter’s denial of his Master, Jesus 
Christ, the who-is-who in the Niger 
Delta region alleged to be behind the 

who supervised the abuse of a 14-year-old 
Uzoamaka Chukwu, for alleged refusal 
to accede to their immoral advances. We 
commend the steps so far taken by security 
agencies by arresting some of those involved 
in the violation of the young girl. Yet, every 
effort must be made to ensure that this evil 
must not be covered by anybody, no matter 
how highly placed.

The media went into a frenzy of sort last 
week when they feasted on the Fed-
eral Government move to re-launch 

the War Against Indiscipline (WAI) which 
thrived when President Muhammadu Bu-
hari was head of state in 1983. The essence at 
the time was to instill discipline in Nigerians 
as well as fight endemic corruption. The 
crusade was a huge success. It is doubtful if 
WAI can record today the level of success it 
recorded in 1983, the reasons are obvious. 
At that time Buhari was nearly revered by 
many Nigerians and he had a lieutenant – 

the late Tunde Idiagbon, who was equally 
branded “above board” in many quarters. Ni-
gerians gladly co-operated. But today, truth 
be told, President Buhari no longer enjoys 
that level of “respect” from many Nigerians 
and his vice (Yemi Osinbajo) is far from be-
ing in the mould of Idiagbon. If anything, 
Nigerians would even recommend that the 
occupants of the Aso Rock Villa should be 
arrested and charged for indiscipline, for 
obvious reasons.

They have consistently breached the 
contract they entered into Nigerians before 
the 2015 general election by bluntly refusing 
to fulfill their promises. What indiscipline 
is more heinous than being a “covenant 
breaker”? It is not about reeling out laws to 
suffocate the more the poor masses in the 
name of governance; it is about govern-
ment being responsive and responsible 
to those who put them in power. Before 
contemplating on reviving WAI, necessary 
things must be put in place to discourage 
stealing, prostitution, kidnapping, insecurity, 
thuggery, insurgency, general violence and 
other forms of social vices which are direct 
offshoots of poor governance. Buhari should 
be prepared to build more prisons across the 
country. Did he not read the alarm raised 
by National Directorate of Employment 
(NDE), recently, that criminality and youth 
restiveness will likely increase as a result of 
youth unemployment? Government must 
be guided by conscience, please.

Akpabio

Okorocha

Bakare



Stanbic IBTC Dollar Fund set for launch

I
n order to assist its cli-
ents in dealing with loss 
of wealth as a result of 
the sustained pressure 

on the naira, Stanbic IBTC 
Asset Management Limited, 
a member of Stanbic IBTC 
Holdings Plc, is introducing 
into the market, Stanbic IBTC 
Dollar Fund (SIDF), which 
will provide retail and in-
stitutional investors the op-
portunity to seek exposure 
in attractive dollar denomi-
nated securities to serve as a 
devaluation hedge as well as 
to optimise returns on invest-
ment. Bunmi Dayo-Olagunju, 
chief executive of Stanbic 
IBTC Asset Management, 
has said.

A statement personally 
signed by the chief executive, 
a copy of which was made 
available to BDSUNDAY, the 
SIDF brings to eleven the 
number of Funds managed 
by the company.

According to Dayo-Ola-
gunju, the need to spur the 
preservation and apprecia-
tion of wealth necessitated 
the Stanbic IBTC Dollar Fund.

“We believe that even in 
these volatile times, the fund 
will foster the diversification 

manner. The launch of the 
Stanbic IBTC Dollar Fund 
demonstrates Stanbic IBTC 
Asset Management’s com-
mitment to help Nigeri-
ans professionally manage 
various financial securities 
and assets, while ensuring 
maximum benefits,” Dayo–
Olagunju further said.

The company also an-
nounced that an interested 
investor can gain access to 
the SIDF in three simple steps: 
complete the subscription 
form, provide supporting 
documentation and fund 
the designated USD account. 
Thereafter, Stanbic IBTC As-
set Management Limited 
would open the investors 
account and notify the indi-
vidual of online access, the 
company said.

Dayo-Olagunju assured 
subscribers that the fund 
manager would continue to 
leverage on the rich heritage 
of the Standard Bank Group, 
to which Stanbic IBTC be-
longs, to manage their funds 
in a prudent, efficient and 
responsible manner.

“Stanbic IBTC Asset Man-
agement derives a rich heri-
tage from the Standard Bank 

Group’s over 153 years of ex-
perience in risk management 
and offering excellent servic-
es to clients. We will continue 
to leverage our robust risk 
management framework to 
safeguard investments and 
ensure the best returns to 
investors.

“Stanbic IBTC Asset Man-
agement adds Stanbic IBTC 
Dollar Fund to its vast array 
of managed funds which in-
cludes: Stanbic IBTC Money 
Market Fund, currently one 
of the fastest growing mutual 
fund in the country today; 
Stanbic IBTC Nigerian Equity 
Fund, Nigeria’s largest equity 
mutual fund; Stanbic IBTC 
Ethical Fund, Nigeria’s first 
and largest socially respon-
sible mutual fund; Stanbic 
IBTC Bond Fund; Stanbic 
IBTC Guaranteed Invest-
ment Fund; Stanbic IBTC 
Balanced Fund,  Stanbic IBTC 
Imaan Fund, Stanbic IBTC 
Umbrella Fund and Stanbic 
IBTC Exchange Traded Fund. 
In recognition of this record, 
the company was adjudged 
the Best Asset Management 
Company in Nigeria in 2015 
by the Global Banking & Fi-
nance Review,” he explained.

…Fund aims to spur preservation, appreciation of wealth
of portfolios and investments 
in currency terms, which in 
turn would help in the pres-
ervation and appreciation 
of wealth for investors,” said 
Dayo-Olagunju.

“This new fund makes 
a welcome addition to our 
focused range. We’re very de-
lighted to launch the Stanbic 
IBTC Dollar Fund, and have 
every confidence that it will 
meet our investors’ expecta-
tions,” he added.

According to him, “the 
fund will be accessible to 
both retail and institutional 
investors who have a prefer-
ence for investing in dollar-

denominated securities. In 
addition, the Fund will ensure 
payout of coupons received to 
unit holders as distribution 
annually or as determined 
by the Fund Manager. The 
unit holders will be given the 
choice to either have their 
distribution paid to their 
designated domiciliary ac-
counts or to re-invest same 
in the Fund.”

“As the market leader in 
Nigeria, we are aware of 
our responsibility to con-
tinuously provide unpar-
alleled solution and ser-
vices to Nigerians in a very 
cost effective and timely 
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GODFREY OFURUM, Aba

Aba tailors plan fashion summit to showcase 
capacity to produce for local/export  

A
ba, the commer-
cial hub of Abia 
State, is to host a 
fashion summit 
in Septemb er 

2016, aimed at showcasing 
the skills and capacities of 
local tailors and designers to 
produce for local and interna-
tional markets.

The summit, first of its 
kind, which is being organ-
ised by the Association of 
Tailors and Fashion Design-
ers (ATFAD), an umbrella 
body of tailors and fashion 
designers in Abia State, is in 
line with the Federal Gov-
ernment’s policy to promote 
locally made goods.

Aba, regarded as the fash-
ion capital of Nigeria, has 
the largest concentration of 
micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) in the 
country with a sizable num-
ber engaged in tailoring and 
finished leather products-
shoe, belt and bag.

Aba industrialists have 
capacity to produce for local 
and international consump-
tion, if basic infrastructure- 
constant electricity, good 
roads, water are provided.

and 50,000 garment makers.
The ingenuity of Aba arti-

sans, especially, the garment 
and finished leather clusters, 
attracted the United Na-
tions Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO) in 
partnership with the Federal 
Government, to set up a Com-
mon Facility Centre (CFC) 
in the city, to support the 
clusters to further develop 
their skills.

It is the desire of the 

present administration in 
the state, led by Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu to provide 
an environment conducive 
for artisans and other busi-
ness operators and the res-
toration of infrastructure 
in the commercial city of 
Aba, is an integral part of 
the plan.

Consequently, the State 
Government has approved a 
site for the construction of an 
industrial cluster for garment 
makers in the Aba city centre.

The facility, which is close 
to the Aba Shopping Centre, 
where the tailors source their 
raw materials, would boast of 
a car park, restaurants and 
banking halls. 

Ikpeazu, in his recent visit 
to Aba, also promised to pro-
vide 250kva generating set to 
provide power in the facility, 
pending when Geometric 
Power Limited, would com-
mence operation in the com-
mercial city.

The State Government 
also intends to develop an-
other industrial cluster for 
the finished leather sector, 
comprising-shoe, bag and 
belt makers at Umukalika, in 
Obingwa Local Government 
Area of the state. 

Onyebuchi Nwaigwe, 
president, ATFAD), affirmed 
that the Aba tailoring and 
fashion industry has the 
capacity to produce for local 
and for export, if the right 
facilities and equipment are 
made available to them.

He urged the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) to use part 
of the N220 billion small and 
medium enterprises fund, 
to acquire modern equip-
ment needed in the industry, 

especially labeling and but-
tonhole machines that are 
not readily available in the 
country, to aid in finishing 
of their works.   

He explained that if the 
sector operators are properly 
empowered they would pro-
duce quality products, help 
create employment and con-
tribute to the country’s gross 
domestic product (GDP).

It is estimated that Aba 
hosts 110,000 shoemakers 
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ONYINYE NWACHUKWU, Abuja 

Applause as Kale bows out as 
Nigeria’s Statistician-General 

U
nless reappoint-
ed by President 
M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari for a sec-
ond five-year 

tenure, Yemi Kale will of-
ficially bow out as Nigeria’s 
head of Statistics on Tuesday, 
August 16.

Kale would be leaving as 
Chief Executive Officer at the 
National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) with accolades for re-
structuring country’s data 
system since 2011 that he has 
been in the saddle.

NBS profile and reputation 
grow substantially as a pro-
ducer of reliable, quality and 
timely statistics both nation-
ally and internationally.

But apart from this, per-
haps, one of Kale’s greatest 
achievement would be see-
ing through the tedious re-
basing of Nigeria’s Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) which, 
in 2014 saw Nigeria become 
the largest economy in Af-
rica, a position, which it has 
however, just lost to South 
Africa.

The unveiling of the En-
hanced General Data Dis-
semination System (e-GDDS), 
which would help Nigeria 
attract the much needed 
Foreign Direct Investments 
(FDIs) into the country re-
mains another feat under 
Kale.

The e-GDDS is the data 
standards initiatives by the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) which aims at 
enhancing member coun-
tries’ data transparency and 
promoting development of 
sound statistical systems The 
page particularly serves as a 
one-stop publication vehicle 
for essential macroeconomic 
data.

“The authorities are en-
couraged by the progress that 
Nigeria has made to achieve 
this important milestone in 
its quest for better statistics. 

“This makes Nigeria the 
largest economy in the first 
wave of countries in Sub-

bated and appreciated unlike 
in the past.

This feat has led to over 12 
million downloads of reports 
annually as against 100,000 
in 2011, BDSUNDAY can 
report.

As a result of the progress 
in NBS over recent years, the 
national statistical agency is 
now recognised and has been 
invited to sit on various Presi-
dential committees, serve on 
the Boards of International 
Statistical Bodies such as the 
Partnership for Statistics in 
the 21st Century (PARIS 21) 
as well as nominated as vice 
chair of the African Commit-
tee of Statistician Generals in 
2014. 

Also in recognition of the 
improvement in Nigerian 
statistics also led to Kale’s 
invitation to the prestigious 
Chatham House in 2014 to 
give a lecture. 

BD SUNDAY understands 
that this will be the first time 
in Nigeria’s history that an 
NBS CEO or any Nigerian 
government head on such 
level would be invited to 
deliver a lecture at Chatham 
House. 

Kale, a first class degree 
holder in Economics from the 
Addis Ababa University, Ethi-

opia and MSc. Degree with 
distinction and PhD. Degree 
in Economics both from the 
London School of Economics 
and Political Science also rec-
ognises that the NBS success 
is dependent on the quality of 
its  human capital.

Staff morale has increased, 
BDSUNDAY finds.

“I inherited a battered and 
disillusioned staff with low 
morale, who were ashamed 
of where they work. Today 
they are proud of their or-
ganisations and excited to 
work for its progress. But data 
is now a lot more timely and 
reliable and Nigeria’s reputa-
tion has been enhanced as a 
result of it,” Kale had said in a 
presentation last year.

Sources close to the NBS 
tell BDSUNDAY that the SG 
has significantly increased 
the number of hands work-
ing on key data like the GDP, 
Inflation, and unemployment 
in order to meet a very tight 
deadline that he has set.

To enhance the NBS role of 
coordination of the statistics 
system, Kale organised  and 
chaired a forum of heads of 
States Statistical Bureaus as 
well as a data harmonisation 
committee at the federal level 
involving key data producing 
agencies so as to better coor-
dinate data projects across the 
country. 

“We have executed vari-
ous training for States and 
Federal MDAs in data pro-
duction, we have also as-
sisted various states in this 
regard,” an NBS Director who 
would not want to be men-
tioned told BDSUNDAY last 
Wednesday in a chat. 

While a significant amount 
of work has been done over 
the past five years, there still 
remains a lot of work to be 
done if NBS is to meet its man-
date and achieve its mission 
to becoming the foremost 
statistical agency in Africa 
and indeed the world. 

It is also vital that these 
reforms introduced are sus-
tained and enhanced over 
the coming years, to ensure 
that the progress recorded is 
maintained.
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Saharan Africa to implement 
the recommendations of the 
e-GDDS,” the IMF had com-
mended in a statement an-
nouncing the unveiling.

The huge improvement 
in the National Bureau of 
Statistics in the last five years 
has been widely recognised 
domestically and internation-
ally prompting the IMF to re-
peatedly commend improve-
ments in national statistics in 
its Article IV reports as well as 
other agencies.

In one his recent tweets, 
Charlie Robinson, head of 
the London based Renais-
sance Capital, Africa had said, 
“Head of Nigeria’s statistics 
agency is a great ambassador 
for his country via transpar-
ency and information flow.”

Kale’s tenure witnessed 
the highest ever rating for 
statistical achievement in 
Nigeria’s history as also mea-
sured by the World Bank. 

It is on record that before 
2011, the number of statisti-
cal reports produced and 
disseminated by NBS hardly 
exceeded 32. But over the 
course of his tenure, and 
through collaboration with 
other agencies and more ef-
ficient use of resources, the 
one -time poorly rated agency 
significantly increased the 
amount of statistical output 
to over 200 statistical reports 
in 2015 alone. 

Ironically the feat was 
amidst poor funding from 
government.

Nigeria’s quality of data 
produced has been enhanced 
through the introduction of 
Computer Assisted Personal 
Interviewers (CAPI) for field 
data collection, gradually de-
parting from the use of paper 
questionnaire. 

The NBS also in the last 
five years carried out a 
series of methodology re-
views to boost data qual-
ity. Some of methodology 
improvements include the 
rebasing of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) and the 
revision of the methodol-
ogy for computing labour 
force and unemployment 

estimates, amongst others.
In the area of data dissemi-

nation, Yemi successfully 
improved data dissemination 
at the NBS by revamping the 
website while introducing 
several features like the data 
portal and the data release 
calendar tool, both of which 
are the first for any African 
Statistical Office. 

For the first time, NBS data 
now has timelines on when 
they are expected.

Official data is also now 
disseminated via social media 
tools employing infographics 
for better understanding of 
data. For instance, beyond 
moving the date for the re-
lease of second quarter GDP 
numbers (which many anx-
iously expect would confirm 
the country has finally gone 
into recession), Kale as is usu-
al him went ahead to tweet, 
“Second quarter report will 
now be released 31 August 
along with figures on trade 
and employment.

“We regret any inconve-
nience the delay has caused,” 
he noted in a tweet which 
received a lot of responses 
from his numerous followers.

Today a lot of the data 
which the NBS produce is 
eagerly anticipated, used, de-

Workers demand payment of hazard allowance

W
orkers of the 
BUA sugar re-
finery staged 
a protest in 

Lagos recently to express 
their displeasure over what 
they termed injustice and 
unfair labour practices in the 
company, demanding for the 
immediate payment of their 

ANGEL JAMES

Yemi Kale

eight years hazard allowance.
The workers barricaded 

the entrance of the company 
at Apapa, carrying placards 
with different inscriptions in 
a protest they believe would 
force the organisation to at-
tend to their request.

According to them, there 
is no proper structure in 
the organisation, influen-
tial staff are being favoured 

over other staff and shift 
allowances are no longer 
being paid. Other cases of 
injustice, according to the 
protesting workers include; 
no increment in salary, no 
ambulance and availability 
of staff bus, no hazardous 
allowance, training of staff, 
no promotion and no regular 
staff meetings.

Momoh Kareem, one of 

the protesters who spoke on 
behalf of others, said the man-
agement had failed to respond 
to their letters and memos and 
as such, they have resolved 
not to resume work until they 
grant them what is rightfully 
theirs.

“For the past eight years, 
there have been injustice and 
unfair labour practices at the 
sugar refinery. 



Boosting human capital through 
innovation in technical skills acquisition

the availability of skilled manpower, which 
cuts across almost every facet of economic 
endeavour in the country. Hitherto, techni-
cal colleges were highly recommended for 
technical skills acquisition, but fast forward 
to the present day, most technical colleges 
have become relics. Due to inadequate fund-
ing and improper management, most of 
the facilities in these colleges have become 
derelict. Nigerian youths no longer want to 
attend technical colleges as they are scared 
of facing discrimination from the society 
because the certificates gotten from these 
institutions do not confer on the holders the 
perception of competence that they ought to.

Nigeria‘s National Policy on Education 
(NPE, 2004) classified vocational education 
as an integral part of general education; a 
means of preparation for occupational fields 
and for effective participation in the world 
of work, an aspect of lifelong learning and 
preparation for responsible citizenship and 
an instrument for promoting environmen-
tally-sound, sustainable development and 
a method of alleviating poverty. Attaining 
this goal has since become most difficult. 
Narrowing this gap is one of the challenges 
being addressed by Samsung with the estab-
lishment of its engineering academy.

The academy is one of several community 
development projects undertaken by Samsung 
over the past few years, in furtherance of its 
corporate social investment initiatives. Other 
projects include Samsung’s “One Computer per 
Child” initiative, which had the objective of   
placing a laptop on the desk of every student 
in public secondary schools. Another initiative 
is its “Solar-powered Internet School,” pro-
gramme, designed to take solar-powered ICT 
laboratories to schools in rural areas and the 
installation of e-learning centres in locations 
across the continent. One of its most innovative 
projects till date is the Samsung Digital Vil-
lage, which is aimed at improving education, 
healthcare and economy. The first village in 
Nigeria was launched in Oban, a community 
close to Calabar, Cross River State.

Samsung is dedicated  to manufacturing 
life changing products but most impor-
tantly, this exemplary company is dedicated 
launching people’s dreams with thought and 
care Undoubtedly, the Samsung Engineering 
Academy showcases Samsung as an inno-
vative investor in the driving force of any 
country’s economy, its  youth.

KELECHI EWUZIE

Graduands of the Samsung Engineering Academy in a group photograph 

I
nnovate or die is a common mantra of-
ten invoked when the success or failure 
of any enterprise is scrutinised. Across 
the globe abound painful narratives of 
organisations that hitherto dominated 

the economic landscape which, however, 
collapsed due to their failure to embrace 
innovation, whether in the sphere of tech-
nology, human and resource management, 
service and product improvements, among 
other factors. Former photography giant, 
Kodak, easily comes to mind.

On the flip side are companies that have 
not only embraced innovation as a success 
driver, but have actually  applied it in practi-
cally every field of human and business en-
terprise to transform  previously tasking en-
deavours into easy ventures. A company like 
Samsung, for example, has not only made 
technology and innovation the bedrock of 
its operations, but has creatively applied it 
even in its corporate social responsibility 
initiatives. A major outcome is the endear-
ment of the brand to consumers across the 
globe. Other companies as Diageo, parent 
company of Guinness Nigeria Plc, Coca-Cola, 
and Nike, among others, are well-noted for 
their innovative approach to CSR.

However, a recent innovation in Nige-
ria’s education sector, which is capable of 
transforming the country’s skills acquisi-
tion requirements, is worth giving a closer 
examination.

From its inception as a small export busi-
ness over 70 years ago, Samsung has grown 
to become one of the world’s leading brands, 
specialising in digital appliances, semicon-
ductors, memory and systems integration. In 
the ICT space, the company has established 
an unassailable reputation in innovation 
and style. In Nigeria, the company has estab-
lished its presence in various segments of the 
economy and society. Samsung Electronics 
has continued to appreciate the talent and 
tenacity of people in Nigeria in fulfillment of 
its mission to make life better for consumers 
all over the world.

It also believes that success goes hand 
in hand with robust corporate citizenship. 
The company ensures the integration of 
social and environmental concerns in their 
business operations and interactions with 
their stakeholders, achieving a balance of 

economic, environmental and social impera-
tives, while at the same time addressing the 
expectations of stakeholders is a key consid-
eration for Samsung.

As part of the company’s CSR vision, 
that aligns with CSR, research and develop-
ment in ensuring excellence to its business, 
Samsung has in the past few years helped 
to develop skills among young people in 
Nigeria, a strategy designed to bring out the 
best in people by providing necessary tools 
to aid growth and development. Herein lies 
the significance of the

Samsung Engineering Academy, a flag-
ship initiative focused on developing young 
skilled technicians across Africa.

This initiative premiered in Nigeria in 
2012, with the opening of the first Samsung 
Engineering Academy at the Government 
Technical College, Ikeja in Lagos State. The 
capacity-building programme is an integral 
part of Samsung’s vision to reduce unem-
ployment within Nigeria to its barest mini-
mum by investing its resources in training 
and empowering young Nigerians.

The academy has helped to trim down 
the huge dearth of skilled manpower in the 
technical and engineering fields in Nigeria, 
furthermore creating clear cut pathways to job 
opportunities. Part of the company’s broader 
goal is to develop 10, 000 electronics engineers 
across the continent by 2015. In Nigeria, 
the academy has produced 125 electronics 
engineers. The recent being the graduation 
ceremony of the Samsung Engineering Acad-
emy Class of 2015, held in Lagos in June, 2015.

Speaking at the ceremony, Sunday Awefi, 
a representative of Lagos Eko Project, stated 
that the Samsung Engineering Academy is 
a great initiative which has given hope to 
youths with technical skills and has also 
equipped them to become technicians 
in electronics engineering, in addition to 
knowledge relevant in the changing world. 
It is a tremendous improvement to the coun-
try’s technology sector, he said.

According to Awefi, the engineers are 
now well equipped with sound technical 
skills, which will help them build a better 
future for themselves while contributing 
towards driving Nigeria’s economic growth 
and development.

The Samsung Engineering Academy, 
an initiative under the Samsung Hope for 
Children portfolio, was borne out of the need 

to positively impact the society by helping 
to provide students in the scheme with free 
hands-on, vocational training. This initiative 
is expected to rapidly close the huge gap in 
technical skills available on the continent.

Students undergo a one-year programme 
comprising basic, intermediate and ad-
vanced engineering skills and are subse-
quently introduced to industry-appropriate 
practices, tools and equipment. In addition to 
ensuring that Africa develops an adequate 
pool of engineering skills, the academy also 
provides learners with well-paying job op-
portunities, a commitment that supports 
the Nigerian government’s drive to address 
youth unemployment.

Speaking on Samsung’s pivotal role in 
the ICT space, Changwook Lee, managing 
director, Samsung Electronics West Africa, 
reiterated the company’s dedication to facili-
tating a better future for Nigeria by training 
a skilled workforce of technicians who will 
thereafter become service experts empow-
ered to create wealth. “At Samsung, we 
understand the importance of investment 
in quality education and its role in youth 
development and empowerment.

“Samsung’s aim is to build successful part-
nerships in Nigeria to equip the country’s 
youth with the technical skills they need 
to transform their lives and contribute to 
the development of the country,” he stated.

The overall best student, Jayeiola Ka-
reem, said: “Very few individuals at my level 
have had the opportunity to be a part of such 
a programme, especially one sponsored by a 
global organization like Samsung.  The entire 
programme was exciting and also very chal-
lenging. As a direct result of my training at 
the academy, I am now better equipped as 
an engineer. Using the Samsung Engineering 
Academy as a platform to empower young 
people like myself is rewarding not just for 
me, but for the people around me - my com-
munity, Nigeria and Africa as a whole.”

Technical and vocational education, stud-
ies have shown, avail individuals with the 
skills to learn and become productive citi-
zens and for advancement in the workplace. 
The mission of technical and vocational edu-
cation is to promote the production of skilled, 
technical and professional manpower to 
revitalise and sustain the national economy 
and reduce unemployment and poverty.

Currently in Nigeria, there is a huge gap in 
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A
t the expiration of the 
Issued Notices to the 
tenant, if the tenant 
declines to surrender 

possession, the Landlord may, 
through his counsels institutes a 
suit to recover possession of the 
premises at the Magistrate or state 
High Court of Jurisdiction ( closest 
to the premises).

In any case, the landlord is 
expected to do this with sufficient 
proof of grounds for possession. 
Such grounds could be arrears of 
rent, breach of any covenants of 
the Tenancy Agreement, illegal 
conversion of premises to the 
use of illegal of immoral dealings, 
abandonment, illegal, dangerous or 
unsafe conducts of the tenant or the 
occupier of the premises, nuisance 

F
o o d  s e c u r i t y  i s  a 
situation that exists 
when all people, at all 
times have physical, 
social and economic 

access to sufficient, safe and 
nutritious food that meets their 
dietary needs. Call it idealistic if 
you like. But once upon a time, 
Nigeria’s food security situation 
was welcoming. With a total area 
of 923,768 sq km, a land mass of 
910,768 sq km and water area 
of 13,000 sq km could boast of 
abundant cash crops such as yam, 
cassava, cocoyam, oil palm, maize, 
sorghum, millet, beans, cashew 
nuts and several fruits.

Indeed, as at independence 
in 1960 it had pyramids of 
groundnut, cotton and cowhide 
up north and cocoa, coffee, oil 
palm and rubber down south all 
for export. Agricultural produce 
accounted for 68 percent of 
its GDP, 80 per cent of export 
earnings and gainfully engaged 
70 percent of its rural populace. 
It funded the First National 
Development Plan between 1962 
and 1968.

Unfortunately, the Nigerian 
scenario has been negatively 
affected by several factors, 
beginning with the rural- urban 

drift which escalated back in the 
seventies due to the oil windfall 
.That left only the aged and 
women groups to till the soil with 
obsolete hoes and cutlasses.

Other salient reasons include 
the criminal neglect of the sector, 
which is renewable unlike oil, 
lack of sustained subsidies by 
governments and soft loans 
to farmers by the commercial 
banks. Besides, farmers and their 
activities were left uncoordinated 
by the relevant ministries, 
agencies and departments. Worse 
still, different programmes such as 
Operation Feed the Nation (OFN), 
Green Revolution (GR) and the 
DFRRI did not involve the rural 
farmers who were supposed to be 
the greatest beneficiaries. Unlike 
India and China the succeeding 
governments here did not make 
agriculture attractive or provide 
the enabling environment such as 
good access roads, stable electric 
power, funding of related agric/
food research institutes or engage 
the young graduates of agriculture 
as farm extension workers. Most 
of the rural farmers do not have 
access to modern machinery 
for adequate food production, 
high-yielding, early maturing 
and disease-resistant hybrid 
seedlings or subsidised input such 
as fertilizers.

The million-naira question 
is if Nigeria should be suffering 
from food insecurity. In fact, the 

Nigerian Institute of Food Science 
and Technology (NIFST) has had 
to draw the attention of the 
federal government, especially 
the law makers on the crying need 
to sign the Bill on professional 
Food practices in Nigeria which 
had been delayed since 2011 
into law. Its focus is to define, 
streamline and provide ethical 
standards in the nation’s food 
industry. If professionals man the 
critical points from raw materials 
stage through processing and 
preservation and marketing we 
have been worrying less today.

According to the former 
M i n i s t e r  o f  S c i e n c e  a n d 
Technology, Prof. Ita Ewa: “Food 
insecurity is real in Nigeria, 
even though is an aberration”. 
For instance, as at 2013 Nigeria 
was ranked first by Food and 
Agriculture Statistics, FAOSTAT 
as the world leader in the 
production of cassava, yam, 
cocoyam, citrus fruits, shea nut 
and melon seed. It was also then 
placed second in the production 
of cowpea, millet, cashew nuts, 
sorghum and plantains.

Ordinarily therefore, Nigeria 
should have no business with 
hunger but for post harvest losses 
put at between 25 and 40 per cent 
over many years. As the then 
minster rightly noted what has 
been lacking is the commercial 
processing and utilization of 
harvested crops to make them 
available in shelf form for supply 
all year round.

The situation is currently 
exacerbated by insurgency in the 
North East axis of the country and 
the imminent floods. According 
to the Nigerian Meteorological 

Agency (NIMET) not less than 
11 states are likely to battle the 
scourge of the flushing floods 
in the next few weeks. It has 
therefore, urged the concerned 
state governments to take pro-
active action against imminent 
f lo o ding.  The app eal  was 
contained in a recent statement 
signed by the Head, Corporate 
C o m mu n i c a t i o n s ,  P u b l i c 
Relations Unit, National Weather 
Forecasting and Climate Research 
Centre, Mrs. Eva Azinge .

Listed amongst the states 
are:  Akwa Ibom, Bauchi, Benue, 
Borno,  Cross River,  D elta, 
Kaduna, Kwara, Nasarawa, Yobe 
and Zamfara. The deleterious 
effects are to be most felt in the 
aforementioned states, due to the 
cumulative high intensity rainfall 
in those parts of the country 
in June and July. And the two 
months to look out for are August 
and October.

It would be recalled that NIMET 
had in March, 2016 presented 
its Seasonal Rainfall Prediction 
(SRP) to the public. It is part of the 
agency’s meteorological Early 
Warning System, containing 
ra i n f a l l  a n d  t e m p e rat u re 
outlook for the year, as well as 
the possible socio-economic 
implications of the projected 
weather patterns. It is designed 
to provide relevant information 
for planning and execution of 
projects and programmes, more 
so as it affects agriculture. This 
falls in tandem with the decisions 
made at the global Early Warning 
Conferences of 1998, 2003 and 
2006.

What has become imperative 
now is for the states and federal 

governments to begin in earnest 
to taking concrete, pro-active 
measures to stem the tidal flow 
of the floods. We should learn 
from the mistakes of 2013 when 
the dams overflowed their 
capacities, the rivers swelled 
their banks swallowing up the 
pot-hole riddled roads, homes, 
offices and shops. We should not 
wait for casualty figures to reach 
the thousands before panicky 
measures are taken. This throws 
up the fundamental questions.

How safe are the people 
still living close to flood-prone 
river banks and oceans? How 
seriously are the city dwellers 
taking the important issue of 
monthly sanitation? Have they 
participated in tree planting, 
clearing of gutters and drainages? 
Do they know the implications 
of climate change as they affect 
their livelihood? What about 
the farmers-are they aware that 
the seasons for planting and 
harvesting have been drastically 
affected by climate change?

Effective communication 
through the mass media and even 
in the people’s local languages has 
become essential. In addition, this 
is the right time for collaboration 
between governments and 
agencies or associations such as 
the Raw Materials Research and 
Development Council, RMRDC, 
Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria, FIIRO, SON, NAFDAC, 
Farmers Associations and NIFST. 
The salutary aim is to trigger 
actions to mitigate the scourge of 
floods.The time for action is now!

or on grounds of the desirability for 
extensive repairs of premises. The 
landlord may also require the pos-
session of premises for personal use. 
However, the above proof may not 
be necessary where all statutory 
notices were issued in compliant 
with the requirements of the law. 
Once this is done, the court may 
make an order for the repossession 
of premises by the land and any 
such orders the court may deem fit 
in the circumstance.

Expiration and effluxion of 
term granted for tenancy of Term 
Certain:

In the case of a fixed tenancy; 
that is, tenancy for a certain period, 
the tenancy determines automati-
cally at the expiration of the period 
or term fixed. This type of tenancy 

does not require any formal steps 
to end the tenancy. If the landlord 
is desirous to proceed to court, 
in the event the tenant declines 
surrendering possession all that is 
required of him is the issuance of a 
Seven (7) Days Notice to the Tenant. 
It is important to note here how-
ever; if the Tenancy Agreement 
stipulates that a Notice shall be is-
sued, then, a Notice must be issued 
to the tenant to vacate and deliver 
up possession of the premises. Such 
a Notice should not be less than 
what is statutorily prescribed by 
law. Such Notices must be served 
on the Tenant personally or to an 
adult in the premises. In the event 
the tenant can not be personally 
reached or found, the notices may 
be delivered by a courier while a 
proof of delivery must be obtained 
if delivered by courier.

The Doctrine of frustration:
The Doctrine of Frustration is 

provided for under the Force ma-
jeure clause. The doctrine provides 

that after a contract has been suc-
cessfully and completely entered 
into, for some natural reasons, it has 
become practically impossible for 
a party to perform his contractual 
obligations. This must be due to 
supervening circumstances beyond 
the control of the party who is un-
able to perform his obligations. The 
situation must also have been seen 
to be beyond his control. The after 
effect of this is frustration. Conse-
quently, the parties are discharged 
of their obligations in the contract. 
Such circumstances that could lead 
to the Doctrine of Frustration are 
War, Earthquakes, Flood and other 
non-controllable disasters.

The knowledge of the above 
steps is best for all parties to a Ten-
ancy Contract. It saves the parties 
the agony of having the individual’s 
rights obliterated. Tenancy should 
not be a harrowing experience 
of a deal of mutual suspicion. No 
doubt that we have individuals 
who have taken advantage of oth-

ers in the past, however, the 2011 
Tenancy Law has tidied up most 
grey areas and has restored sanity 
and confidence in the entire system 
and process. It is best to explore the 
weapons of the law in the event of 
the breach.

Suffice to note however, that 
unscrupulous individuals would 
always want to punch holes. Vigi-
lance is the watchword. We should 
always ensure we read between 
the lines or get a professional to 
interpret the provisions of Tenancy 
Agreement before we execute. It is 
dangerous to do otherwise.
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Paradox of education
F

rom time immemo-
rial we know what 
education stands for. 
Our lives as students 
were not stories told 

to us, rather we were actors 
and actresses in the design 
and application of education 
as it is now.  The result of the 
educational system is glaring 
for us all to see.

The question is “did school 
succeed or, did we succeed as 
students”? I think we can all 
fill in the gap.

What is the purpose of 

school?
Some would say it is for the 

enlightenment (education) of 
our mind, social development 
with the sole aim of making 
us better people, with ability 
to harness the potential that 
is in our future.

Has school achieved its 
purpose?

With the never ending 
increase in the rate of unem-
ployment, stale curriculum of 
education handed down by 
our forefathers, glorification of 
paper certificate without sub-

stance, myopic focus on life.
I think school or system of 

education has done more harm 
than the good it is portrayed 
that it has done. 

If having good command 
of English is the purpose for 
which school is set up, then it 
is energy in futility.

There would always be 
unemployment, increase in 
vices and evil generated by 
indolence and anger. 

When hopes are dashed 
and expectations destroyed, 
it is internalised and the con-

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics

I
t takes money to have 
fun in the university, 
and it’s no secret that 
tuition and costs go up 

every year. But with classes 
scattered throughout the 
day and even at night, how 
can one add a job. That’s 
why more and more uni-
versity students are opting 
to go into starting their own 
business to fit their skills 
and limited time.

Here are some business 
ideas that cost little-to-no 
money that you as a univer-
sity student can build while 
you’re still in school.

 Residential cleaning 
service - Startup costs is 
little or nothing: Are you 
in search of a part-time job 
that caters to your busy 
class schedule. A residential 
cleaning service can be a 
viable option.

In 2009, someone  start-
ed a residential cleaning 
services, and after suc-
cessfully cleaning her first 
home, she was able to build 
her network of clients sole-
ly off referrals.  She never 
had any financial concerns 
in school. “With cleaning, 
it’s a trust thing. When you 
trust someone, they’ll refer 
you,” she explains.

Cleaning homes granted 
her the flexibility to bal-
ance a heavy academic 
schedule while maintain-
ing a part-time job based 
on her own availability. 
She eventually recruited 
other students to join her 
business, founding one of 
the largest independently 

owned cleaning services.
In the beginning stages, 

keep it simple, she advised, 
starting with an online ad 
for your services. From 
there, the opportunities will 
flow. To avoid heavy startup 
costs, require all of your cli-
ents to supply the majority 
of the cleaning supplies and 
use recyclable rags and a 
diluted white vinegar solu-
tion to clean.

For residential cleaning 
services, you can charge 
starting at 10,000 Naira a 
week. Other advice is that 
you always overestimate 
the amount of time it will 
take to clean, and charge ac-
cordingly in case you have 
got a large space.

Moving service - Startup 
costs is little or nothing: 
Whether moving back for 
the September semester or 
to home for the long vaca-
tion, movers can make an 
incredible income helping 
on-the-go students. A mov-
er can make up to N20,000 
for a single move. Someone 
can notice this need and 
create, a student moving 
service, which can spread 
nationwide. It’s twice what 
students could make work-
ing at a fast food shop, plus 
the regular tips, and they 
work whenever they want.

The catch is that being 
a mover is hard work and 
involves a lot of heavy lift-
ing so having the ability to 
move large items and fur-
niture with ease is a must. 
Joining or starting a moving 
business where you are able 

to have flexible hours and 
build your own schedule is 
a great idea for university 
students. If you have a large 
network already, spread-
ing your services through 
word-of-mouth, social me-
dia, online ads, flyers and a 
website can jump start your 
entrepreneurial career for 
little-to-no startup money.

 Child caretaker - If you 
are good with kids, a po-
sition as a babysitter or 
nanny is the perfect op-
portunity for a university 
student seeking a part-time 
job. Whether it’s taking 
care of kids on date night 
or picking them up from 
school, there is a constant 
demand for babysitters. 
Technology makes it simple 
and easy to promote your 
services as a baby sitter 
and tap into a network of 
busy parents. The universi-
ties in Nigeria should start 
officially encouraging en-
trepreneurship by offering 
a dedicated career listing 
sites that connect students 
to local babysitting and 
nannying opportunities 
and others, though the best 
way to pick up new deals is 
through trusted referrals.

We would continue 
with this article next week 
as we discuss further the 
subject of college entrepre-
neurship and how to take 
advantage of opportuni-
ties in the university com-
munity. Send me an SMS/
WhatsApp message or Call 
for more details and train-
ing opportunities.

sequent result is anger and 
frustration which fuels evil 
in the society. I believe this is 
playing out right in front of 
everyone in our nation.

Many have wasted so 
many years studying a partic-
ular course and being subject-
ed to an inconsistent academic 
calendar, due to indefinite 
Union strike actions. Although 
it appeared justifiable to idle 
away at home as a result of 
the strike actions, we must 
remember that the whole 
world was not at a standstill. 
In addition to these delays, 
they endure several kinds of 
abuses just to finish the desired 
course. Despite facing all the 
trauma in school, they still end 
up roaming the streets with a 
future so unsure.I think this 
is too much for their young 
minds to bear. The depth of 
this disappointment is highly 
devastating.

What do we have to say 
about the people that we point 
fingers at and say, “School 
benefited this crop of people?” 
What becomes of them after 

the job is lost or they are re-
tired? You think we only cry 
when we are kids or when 
tragedies strike? These people 
weep, they wail and cry incon-
solably. You will think life has 
ended, and it has really ended 
for some of them. Where are 
they going after they have lost 
the job? What does the future 
hold? Where are they going to 
start from? These and many 
other questions come to mind. 
If school has truly done a good 
job as advocated, these kinds 
of reaction should never have 
happened. 

This is playing out in front 
of us day and night, we ob-
serve them and we seem to re-
sign ourselves to fate that what 
could anybody do to change 
the course? We have forgot-
ten Newton’s law of velocity 
“that every object remain in a 
state of rest unless compelled 
by an external force to act 
otherwise”. Unless deliberate 
steps are taken, unless parents 
become knowledgeably dar-
ing (by reason of the fact they 
are confronted with, with the 

future of their wards) the same 
fate await their loving, lovely 
children.

Another kind of school 
What about an environ-

ment from cradle where po-
tentials are mined? Children 
from the moment they are of 
age to attend school, whether 
crèche, kindergarten or pri-
mary school, all they are con-
fronted with are “potential” 
mining toys, stories about 
boys and girls doing exploit 
globally, curriculum centered 
on risk taking and people 
management. They are taught 
the importance of team work 
and character building. Much 
emphasis is being laid on in-
dependence and great expo-
sure to power of possibilities. 
Teaching them the good that 
is resident in failure and how 
they can harness it; how to 
embrace failure and turn it to 
success; how to see life from 
multidimensional angle not 
through one course. Showing 
them that whatever they can 
dream or see is what they can 
have.
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P
l a n n i n g  i s  t h e 
means of actualis-
ing the end result 
conceived at the be-

ginning of an idea, project, 
vision, dream, or ambition. 
Planning is generally ac-
cepted in management 
circles as an advanced 
statement or decision de-
termining what should 
be done, how it should be 
done, when it should be 
done, and the resources-
human and material- to be 
deployed in realising the 
desired expectation.For 
planning to be successful it 
has to be effective. Effective 
planning is essential if we 
are to succeed in our indi-
vidual, career, corporate, 
academic, and family life.

 Follow me as I share 
some insights on what I 
consider; ingredients for 
effective planning:

 Expectation: For you to 
plan effectively, you must 
have a purpose, and a fu-
ture outcome or result you 
are prospecting for. The 
height you expect in life is 
the height you will strive to 
attain. If you don’t expect 
anything you will not work 
towards anything.To get 
to your desired outcome 
you must put into consid-
eration the timing of the 
opportunity you want to 
exploit. Some opportunities 
are time bound and if you 
did not time your planning 
well, your plans may hit 
the rocks.

 Pro-activeness: In busi-
ness and life generally, 

there are controllable and 
uncontrollable variables 
that may affect the out-
come of any future projec-
tions. You must anticipate 
and forecast ways of over-
coming any obstaclethat 
may impinge on your plans. 
The ability to recognize 
these variables and build 
bridges for safety is what 
makes planning effective. 
Danger signals should not 
deter you from forging 
ahead, but hindsight de-
mands that you should not 
walk into them. According 
to Proverbs 22:3, “A pru-
dent man sees danger and 
takes refuge, but the simple 
keep going and suffer for 
it.”Effective planning is one 
that is pro-active and not 
reactionary. You have to 
see ahead to move ahead.

 Action:  A plan is worth-
less unless it is executed. 
Action is the vehicle that 
translates plans into reality. 
Until you act, you cannot 
actualize. Until you step 
out, you cannot step into 
the opportunities available 
for you. Socrates the great 
philosopher said, “To move 
the world we must first 
move ourselves.” Youmust 
take charge of your own 
destiny, design a life of sub-
stance, and truly begin to 
live out your dreams. You 
cannot rise higher in life 
unless you rise up to actu-
alise your dreams.

 Self-appraisal: There 
should be an inbuilt mecha-
nism in any plan to assess 
performance vis-à-vis the 

expected outcome. To suc-
ceed in your plans, you 
should periodically ask 
yourself these questions: 
Where are my with regards 
to where I am going? Will 
my present pace and perfor-
mance enable me to achieve 
my target at the appropriate 
time as planned? Are there 
factors-positive or negative-
that may likely affect the 
outcome of my expected re-
sult? Your response to these 
questions would enable you 
to assess your journey so far 
and make necessary adjust-
ments towards achieving 
your plans.

 D iv i n e  g u i d a n c e :  
Events happening around 
the world have put man-
kind in a perpetual cycle 
of seeking for solutions to 
their incessant problems. 
The more we try to expand 
knowledge and use sci-
entific discoveries to gain 
knowledge of the future, 
the more our frustrations. 
Our planning is limited 
because we do not have a 
perfect knowledge of the 
future. We plan with the 
economic concept of “all 
things being equal,” where-
as, all things can never 
be equal. Uncontrollable 
and unpredictable events 
are surely bound to affect 
our planning programmes. 
God’s guidance will keep 
you afloat in turbulent situ-
ations. He knows where the 
pitfalls are and if you trust 
Him to guide you, He will 
lead you to your expected 
result.
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W
hat have your opera-
tions been like in the 
face of the present 
economic downturn 
in the country?

Running an airline in Nigeria, even 
before the economic downturn, has 
always been a struggle. Part of the 
struggle is that, unfortunately, we have 
always been an import-dependent 
country. The airlines are capital-inten-
sive; we import everything we use, from 
the spare parts to jet fuel, which is not 
refined locally. Even in the good times, 
all those things were imported, but the 
cushioning effect in the past was that 
at least the local currency, which we 
trade, was a bit stable, but of recent, 
especially with the deregulation by the 
CBN, the naira has practically collapsed. 
So what we pay for all our inputs – fuel, 
spare parts, maintenance – has gone 
through the roofs. Of course, this also 
affects what the customers pay as well. 
Even at that, the forex which we require 
for our business is not readily available. 
So, I will say that the current economic 
times are not easy at all, but we are 
trying our best. For instance, Dana 
Air currently has two airplanes out on 
heavy maintenance abroad. If heavy 
maintenance was done in Nigeria, we 
wouldn’t have those airplanes abroad, 
but now they are there, and we have to 
spend almost a million dollars on each 
airplane. Where does that money come 
from? It comes from the naira that we 
trade in, and we have to look for forex 
to pay. So, it’s very difficult right now. 
People always hear the airlines say we 
need government support. Yes, we are 
a private business, but once the policies 
are correct, we will make headway. 
So, we need government support in 
the sense of policies. Recently, Ghana 
reduced the cost of its jet fuel by 20 per-
cent, but what are we doing here? The 
government says, ‘It’s deregulated, so 
it’s up to you’. We agree it is deregulated, 
but then the currency is dropping every 
day, the fuel importers have to pay 
more. So, some way, somehow we need 

‘Absence of right policies 
is weighing down airlines’ 
operations in Nigeria’

those policies in place to help drive the 
economy. We should not be thinking 
about the individual companies that are 
making money; we should be looking at 
the overall Nigerian economy. Aviation 
has the potential to contribute at least 4 
or 5 percent of our GDP in Nigeria, the 
biggest economy in Africa.

 Nigeria has no functional hangar. 
Why is this so despite the advantages 
that hangars offer?

To be clear, it is not in government’s 
place to build hangars, and I will be 
honest to say government has no hand 
in business. Unfortunately, government 
does not know how to do business. Gov-

ernment’s job is to provide enabling envi-
ronment. What I would say at this point 
is that government has not provided the 
enabling environment. For instance, we 
have a hanger that is already built in 
Akwa Ibom, but if I as a businessman 
now want to go and set up the infra-
structure required for that hangar, I still 
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Since his appointment as Chief Operating Officer and AOC Accountable Man-
ager, Dana Airlines Ltd, in March 2015, a position that places on his shoulders 
the responsibility for managing Dana Air’s day-to-day operations with a focus 
on strategic, tactical and short-term operations management, among others, 
Obi Mbanuzuo has brought to bear a wealth of experience spanning British 
Airways, Virgin Atlantic Airways, Virgin Nigeria Airways, Air Nigeria, and Dana 
Airlines Ltd., where he has previously worked as head of commercial planning & 
revenue management, general manager commercial planning, head of commer-
cial, and chief commercial officer. In this chat with CHUKS OLUIGBO, assistant 
editor, and IFEOMA OKEKE, aviation correspondent, Mbanuzuo speaks on a 
number of issues affecting airlines in the country and how Dana has managed 
to stay afloat. Excerpts:
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don’t have government’s support, the 
policies are not right. An example is that 
Dana Air has spare parts that just arrived 
yesterday [August 4, 2016]. We have 
met the government one-on-one, and 
we have met the Comptroller-General 
of Customs. They would tell you that 
airlines have zero duty on import of 
spare parts, but at the moment, as I speak 
with you today, Friday, 5th of August, 
the parts are in warehouse in Lagos and 
the Customs in Lagos are not releasing 
those parts. So imagine what would 
happen if tomorrow I set up a hangar. 
A hangar is not just a place that airlines 
go in and come out, you have technical 
people that work on the airplane. Heavy 
maintenance requires that sometimes 
the airplane is stripped bare, some 
parts from the airplane are taken and 
changed completely, which means that 
new parts have to come in because we 
don’t produce spare parts in the country. 
Imagine if I have to pay, say, 20 percent 
or 30 percent duty on that part when it 
is coming in! Sometimes some parts are 
taken abroad for refurbishment. When 
it is going abroad, I pay something, when 
it is coming back, I pay something. So, 
the policies are not just there. Yes, the 
hangar exists but nobody can viably 
run it. The best thing could be to create 
export processing zones or whatever you 
want to call them, so that everything that 
goes in and out happens seamlessly. Even 
now the government has said there is 
zero duty on importation of spare parts, 
it still takes more than two or three days 
to clear your goods out of the system. The 
zero percent duty is not working. Even 
if it started working you will still find 
that the processes are such that it will 
take two or three days to get the spare 
parts through the system, when in other 
climes if a spare part lands here in Lagos 
at 4pm, by 5pm I have it physically in my 
hand. So, on the hangar issue, one is hav-
ing a physical hangar, which anybody 
can build; and two is equipping it and 
making it work. If all the enabling poli-
cies are not right, it’s not going to work.

 
When you talk of government creat-

ing enabling environment, what specific 
things do you have in mind?

For an airline like Dana Air, for ex-
ample, looking at cost of operations, the 
first thing is jet fuel; refine jet fuel locally, 
please. Yes, we agree that you’ve deregu-
lated the market and it is controlled by 
demand and supply, but currently, a lot 
of the supply is based on imports. There 
are import hiccups, which is why we 
have scarcity. If we can refine locally, 
all that will disappear; hopefully, there 
will be excess supply to satisfy demand, 
and the price will come down. Second is 
to make that zero percent on import of 
spare parts actually work so that when 
something lands, be it at Lagos Inter-
national Airport, Abuja, Kano or at the 
seaports, once it is identified that those 
are spare parts belonging to an airline, 
those parts should be out of there and 
with the airline in six hours maximum, 
not the two to three days that we cur-
rently experience. Again, maintenance; 
if the policies are such that we could get 
our parts and equipment in and out of the 
country easily, there is nothing that stops 
Dana Air or any other airline from taking 
a land in Lagos and building a hangar. 
But because we currently see that the 
backend doesn’t work, it’s not viable.

 
In the absence of these enabling 

policies, how are you managing to do 
business and stay afloat?  

As you know, many airlines in Nigeria 
have come and gone. It’s not necessarily 
because the owners or operators were 
not intelligent enough, but some, un-
fortunately, due to unfriendly policies, 
while others probably due to some errors 

on their own part. We are managing be-
cause, luckily, Dana has a wide range of 
very skilled and dedicated staff. In terms 
of customer satisfaction, we are always 
at the top. We make sure we get very 
skilled people and we give them enough 
training. That has been one of our saving 
graces. Our staff have provided a very 
good backing for the company. So we 
are managing in spite of, not because of 
any policies the government has put in 
place. But we will continue to push. We 
want to one day have a Dana Airline that 
has been 50, 60 years in the making. But 
we need those enabling policies. Again, a 
lot of parastatals believe that airlines are 
just places you go and grab. That is why 
all you hear is, airlines owe this or that, 
but they don’t look at the background 
to this. Airlines don’t owe because they 
want to owe. Sometimes it’s because 
some of those charges are duplicate 
charges. We keep talking of reconcilia-
tion. Why do we do reconciliation if we 
know what we owe? It’s because they 
don’t know what we owe and we don’t 
know what we owe. Sometimes a para-
statal will give you two different bills on 
the same day with different amounts. So, 
I will say we are only surviving in spite 
of the challenging environment.

 
Could you talk us through some of 

the charges that airlines pay?
There are multiple agencies that 

handle different parts of the business, 

but I will give you an example of what 
we consider to be double taxation. There 
is the contentious issue of the 5 percent 
that NCAA (Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority) always says the airlines 
owe. That 5 percent is 5 percent of the 
value of tickets sold; NCAA says that’s 
how it finances itself. I am a supporter 
of the independence of the regulators, 
and every advanced economy supports 
that regulators should be independent 
from government so that they can do 
their job properly. So in theory, on paper, 
the NCAA is independent; they have to 
fund themselves somehow. Similar to 
what applies, for example, in the Euro 
area – UK, Germany – any service that 
the airlines need from the regulator, we 
pay for it. So today, if we wanted to get 
a pilot’s licence approved, we pay to the 
regulator. It’s almost like a cash-and-car-
ry arrangement. If I want the simulator 
that I use in Madrid approved, they give 
me an invoice, sometimes N3 million; we 
won’t go to the level of questioning how 
they arrived at that amount, but we pay 
that already on an ongoing basis. And 
that’s how it’s done in other countries, 
you pay for certain services. Now apart 
from those charges, there is this amount 
of 5 percent on ticket price, which is now 
the contentious part. From an airline’s 
point of view, I believe that 5 percent 
should be completely done away with 
because we already pay the regulators 
for everything that we do. We pay for 

aircraft registration, pilot licences, ap-
proval of manuals, simulators, etc. The 
5 percent is hard work of the airlines. 
If I go tomorrow and do my marketing, 
servicing, and customer contacts very 
well and I can afford to charge a customer 
N100,000 and he pays that, the NCAA 
will come and collect 5 percent of that; 
they haven’t done any work that has to 
do with that. If I can afford to increase 
from N100,000 to N200,000 because of 
my hard work, my spending money on 
marketing and all that, it becomes 5 per-
cent of N200,000. What’s the regulator’s 
bit? They say, oh they need financing, but 
you’re already being paid for everything 
that I do as an airline. That’s one part of 
it. That 5 percent, it’s not only NCAA 
that gets it. NAMA (Nigerian Airspace 
Management Agency), the agency that 
provides air traffic services, gets 23 per-
cent of the 5 percent. But again, NAMA 
also charges every airline separately. 
There’s something called en route navi-
gation. For instance, each time you fly 
from Lagos to Abuja, the way that flight 
is done is that there are navigation aids, 
on the ground and in space, maintained 
by NAMA, and they charge us for using 
those aids. That’s what is called en route 
navigation charges. The charge varies, 
but they charge us per kilometre. That’s 
one charge. They have a second charge 
called the terminal navigation charges 
(TNCs) for using the radar, which is what 
guides airplanes. So, why this double 
taxation? And when you ask how much 
you owe, they can give two different 
amounts because no one is exactly sure. 
In the case of FAAN (Federal Airports 
Authority of Nigeria), an aircraft manu-
facturer, say, Boeing, could manufacture 
a particular aircraft – say, 737 800 – with 
two or three different maximum take-
off weights. So you could purchase an 
airplane with maximum takeoff weight 
of 100,000kg, but Airline B comes and 
purchases the same airplane with a dif-
ferent maximum takeoff weight, say, 
120,000kg, because he wants to carry 
a bit more weight. Takeoff and landing 
are charged by weight. For example, 
in our case, Dana Air has five airplanes 
currently, MD83s, with different takeoff 
weights, but FAAN has been charging 
us at the maximum on all the airplanes. 
We are currently in a slight dispute with 
them for overcharging. It’s not a serious 
dispute, it’s something we pointed out to 
them, it took us three months, but they 
kind of agreed. But that’s just to give you 
an example. That apart, even moving 
away from the airlines to the world in 
general, if I pay taxes and I see where my 
taxes are being used, I will be happy to 
pay taxes, but if I don’t see where they 
are being used, I don’t see where my 
money is going, then we have a problem 
with that. And the airlines are currently 
asking, what is our money being used 
for? When I need to communicate with 
people in NCAA, for instance, and I ask 
for their email address, they all give me 
a Yahoo address. They are not interested 
in technology. When a new director-gen-
eral comes in, their priority is to purchase 
new cars. How many computers are in 
their offices? For instance, in Dana Air, 
we do not allow our staff to communicate 
with other staff using Yahoo addresses, 
you must use Dana Air email address. 
But in all these parastatals, the people 
I communicate with all communicate 
with me using Yahoo email addresses. 
These are vital, internal documents that 
should be safe. It doesn’t help matters. 
They all complain that the airlines owe 
them, but at least we do pay something; 
we pay hundreds of millions of naira 
every month. Where does our money go, 
what is it used for? I promise you that the 
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day we can see where our money goes, 
nobody will complain of anybody owing 
anybody. The airlines are completely 
prepared to pay once it is transparent, 
and once everything is clear.

 
Dana Air recently resumed flights 

from Lagos to Owerri. What informed 
that move and are there other new 
things that Dana Airline is doing cur-
rently?

Dana is a Nigerian carrier and we want 
to be in all corners of this country. We 
want to be known in the entire country, 
not as a regional operator in terms of 
South-east, Northern airline or whatever. 
No, Dana is supposed to be everywhere. 
We actually operated into Owerri way 
back in 2014. We look at the domestic 
market, look at where there is demand. 
One thing we do is we have customer 
feedback all the time. If you fly any of our 
aircraft you will notice that every seat 
has a customer feedback form. We read 
every feedback, good or bad. Some of them 
require feedback to the customer, and we 
reply and explain. For instance, we change 
our menu every two weeks and keep them 
fresh. Customers have always given us 
feedback that our service onboard is the 
best in the country, and I stand by that 
statement that we have the best onboard 
service in Nigeria. What we do is we col-
late all the feedback, sit back, assess our 
areas of service and see where next we can 
go in profitably and reliably. Our manage-
ment always does that. So Owerri was one 
point that we thought was a big enough 
market. Owerri serves a geographically big 
area; some people in Rivers State, Bayelsa, 
parts of even Enugu, Anambra and Abia 
States use Owerri as their point of travel. 
We looked at it, canvassed opinions and 
Owerri was a natural place to serve. So, as 
I earlier mentioned, we had commenced 
flights to Owerri in 2014 but stopped back 
then because we had to take one of our 
aircraft out on maintenance. Now we have 
gone back and reopened Owerri big time 
and we want to tell the people that Dana 
Air is in Owerri to stay.

 
What is the passenger traffic like on 

the Lagos-Owerri route? Are you meet-
ing up?

We are certainly doing very well. In 
fact I can tell you that this morning (Fri-
day, August 5), our Lagos-Owerri flight 
had over 110 passengers onboard. I’m 
sure in anybody’s language that is not 
an insignificant number for a flight that 
just started three weeks ago. We are quite 
happy with the performance of Owerri 
route and I know that it will only grow 
from strength to strength.

 
There are questions out there around 

the compensation of families whose rela-
tives were involved in the 2012 Dana Air 
accident. Could give us an update?

Insurance is every airline’s responsibil-
ity and by law, you must have insurance. 
The airline, for example, is insured; we in-
sure the hull, the aircraft itself; we insure 
the staff onboard the airplane, the pilots, 
the cabin crew. Then every passenger 
that buys a ticket on the airplane is also 
insured. Every year, as the law requires, 
Dana Air carries enough insurance to 
cover our liabilities, including the pas-
sengers, the luggage up to a certain limit, 
passenger injury or lives. So, with respect 
to the accident, the insurance is actually 
being handled by the insurance company. 
What we do even up till now is liaise 

with the insurance company to ensure 
that any questions from the families of 
affected people are answered. Right after 
the accident, of course, lawyers come 
into the picture. The insurance company 
has lawyers that work for it; some of the 
families hire lawyers, some don’t. But 
what Dana Air facilitated at the time 
and is still doing has to do with certain 
documentations that have to be done. 
Immediately an accident happens, and 
this is almost worldwide, by law, without 
questions everybody gets paid a certain 
amount. Currently it’s $30,000. And that 
was done for all the families; everybody 
got paid that first part by the insurance 
company because Dana Air is always 
up to date with all our insurance. If we 
weren’t up to date the insurance company 
wouldn’t have paid anything, they are 
not charities. Going further, families then 
had to fill in certain documentations; for 
example, who is the actual next of kin? 
All the families that did the necessary 
documentations, up to registrations and 
getting all the probates, they were paid. 
Some families may have chosen to pursue 
legal settlements, we can’t say for sure, 

but the feedback is that once you start 
legal proceedings, the insurance company 
will stop payment pending the outcome 
of the legal proceedings. The feedback I 
have now is that all those who completed 
their processes, who have no legal impedi-
ments, have been paid.

 
Looking at how tought the year 2016 

has been so far, what’s your projection 
for Dana Air for the rest of the year?

You see, we survive and work in an 
environment and whatever shocks the 
economy will face, we always make plans 
either this way or that. Currently, the big-
gest shock in the economy is the naira de-
valuation; that affects us the most because 
we are heavily dependent on imports. So 
we are closely watching what happens, 
for instance, with the new FX policy in-
troduced by the CBN and we are making 
plans either way on how we can survive 
going forward. Our hope is that going for-
ward, things will get better. We had a very 
tough July, for example, because of the jet 
fuel scarcity, but one thing we ensured 
was that while airlines were giving up, 
folding their arms, cancelling flights, Dana 

Air operated 95 percent of its scheduled 
flights during that period. Yes, there were 
delays, but in such cases we made sure 
we got messages out to customers; they 
understood our plight and there were very 
little disruptions or bad will from their 
part. We kept passengers informed and 
made sure people were fed and given wa-
ter when they needed to be. Part of Dana 
Air’s standard operating procedure – and I 
will be proud to say that NCAA copied this 
from Dana Air – is that after a one-hour 
delay, everybody gets what we call delay 
packs (some snack, water and juice), and 
after two hours, if someone says he is not 
prepared to travel again, he can ask for his 
money and get it 100 percent, on the spot 
without questions asked, even if he bought 
a cheap ticket that has penalties. Going 
forward, this August is looking bright and 
we thank our passengers for their under-
standing. We hope that even till the end 
of the year, things will keep getting better. 
We are always looking forward to enhanc-
ing our customer experience. We have, for 
instance, introduced Frequent Flier, which 
is a way of giving back.

 
What routes does Dana Air fly cur-

rently and where do you hope to fly into 
in, say, two or three years’ time?

Our footprint in Nigeria covers Lagos, 
Port Harcourt, Uyo, Owerri and Abuja 
and in three years or less, a few places 
in the Northern part of the country will 
be covered. We had plans to go into the 
North-eastern part of the country but 
we had to stop because of insecurity, but 
with better security, we will cover two 
or three locations in the northern part of 
the country and we will move further.

 
When you are not doing business, 

how do you relax?
For me, spending time with my family 

is the best relaxation. When I am with 
them, I like to get them involved with 
what I like. I read a lot and my children 
read a lot too.
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Dana is a Nigerian carrier and we 
want to be in all corners of this coun-
try. We want to be known in the en-
tire country, not as a regional opera-
tor in terms of South-east, Northern 

airline or whatever



Cube seasoning market: 
Knorr cubes take the lead
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O
ne of 
the most 
important 
intricacies is 
seasoning. 

They are condiments 
added to food to get a 
particular flavour that 
enhances the taste or 
compliment the food. 
The taste of the pudding 
is in the eating and a 
cook is only as good as 
the seasonings they use 
in food preparation. This 
goes to show how im-
portant getting the right 
seasoning is.

According to BGL Re-
search and Intelligence, 
one of the foremost 
investment banking 
companies in Africa, 
the seasoning sector is 
worth N14.7 trillion and 
the total national de-
mand for various types 
of food condiments and 
seasonings at 5,475 tons 
per annum.

Nigeria’s seasoning 
market parades cube 
seasoning brands such as 
Maggi from the staple of 
Nestle Foods; Knorr and 
Royco, from the staple 
of Unilever, Onga cube 
from Promasidor, Doyin 
cubes from Doyin Group 
of companies, among 
others.

BDSUNDAY recent 
survey shows that Maggi 
has lost its leading posi-
tion to Knorr as consum-
ers now prefer the latter 
over the former. Retail-
ers on the other hand are 
seen stocking their shops 
with more Knorr cubes 
and less of other season-
ing cubes.

“My customers prefer 
to buy knorr cubes, I 
don’t know why but 
some of them say Maggi 
star is salty. I had to start 
stocking more packets of 
Knorr cubes because we 
sell ten times of Knorr 
than I do for other cubes, 
it’s just the cube cus-
tomers request for,” said 
Chiamaka Udemezue, an 
attendant at a supermar-
ket in Lagos.

Joy Imaga another re-
tailer in Lagos said: “I sell 
more of Knorr Cubes fol-
lowed by Royco, Maggi 
and Doyin. The people 
that buy more of Maggi 
star are the Hausas that 
sell ‘suya’ because that’s 

the maggi they use for 
their sauce.”

“Knorr cubes are the 
one people demand for. 
It’s quite obvious. Maggi 
is no longer what it 
used to be and change is 
constant in life so most 
people decided to buy 
the one that would fa-
vour them,” explained a 
retailer in Port Harcourt 
who gave her name sim-
ply as Bridget.

For Kokonma Eton, a 
retailer in Akwa Ibom, 
Maggi is still king.

“The seasoning cube 
people request for more 
here is Maggi Star. 
They say the taste has 
remained consistent 
overtime and that’s the 
seasoning I use as well so 
I know better. I still get 
customers who ask for 

other cubes but the more 
ask for Maggi star.”

Checks around Lagos, 
Port Harcourt, Abuja and 
other states revealed that 
the price of seasoning 
cubes is between N300 
and N450 per packet.

A packet of maggi 
cubes goes for between 
N300 and N350; a packet 
of Knorr cubes goes for 
N350 and N420 while 
a packet of Royco cubes 
is between N280 and 
N320.  A packet of Tasty 
cubes is between N380 
and N400. Even with 
the high price of Knorr 
cubes, consumers who 
are attracted to its fla-
vour and taste say they 
are not discouraged.

BDSUNDAY went to 
town recently to find out 
where the loyalty of con-
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sumers truly lies and the 
reason for their choice of 
brand.

Rose Udechukwu, a 
resident in Lagos said, 
“Knorr does justice to 
my cooking. Previously, 
I use Maggi star but I 
had to switch because it 
contains too much salt 
and it’s really not good 
for my health”

“It depends on the 
type of food I’m prepar-
ing. For my stew, Royco 
is perfect but for soup, 
it’s always Knorr,” said 
Obiageri Aluka from 
Owerri.

Gift Waribo from Port 
Harcourt said: “I’ve been 
using Maggi for over 
twenty years. Maggi is it 
for me any day because 
of its longtime trust and 
reputation.”

“I love the aroma and 
taste that comes from 
using Knorr cubes, this is 
something that is lacking 
in other cubes. I used 
Maggi Star in 70s and 
80s as a child but it has 
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lost its taste now,” Agnes 
Ayodele, a housewife in 
Lagos told BDSUNDAY.

Glory Uwana from 
Akwa Ibom said: “I don’t 
see much difference in 
all the seasoning cubes. I 
buy Knorr for no par-
ticular reason. Maybe I 
like it because it has two 
cubes in one.”

“Maggi star is the best 
for me. Most cubes that 
are produced now are 
not as well composed 
as maggi star. Royco has 
become salty; knorr adds 
little or no sweetness 
except when I increase 
the number of cubes. As 
for Doyin and the rest, 
I use them when the 
desirable is not available,” 
said another consumer 
in Lagos.

Amenaghowon Okao 
from Calabar said: “Knorr 
is not salty, that’s why 
I use it. Other season-
ing cubes has too much 
salt in them especially 
Maggi,”

“I developed an at-
tachment for Knorr 
because of the taste and 

flavour,” Deborah Akpe 
said.

Adaobi Okobi from 
Lagos said: “Maggi star 
is better for my meals. 
It has more salt content 
and the taste is very deli-
cious.”

“The cube I use 
depends on what I’m 
cooking. If its soup, I use 
Knorr but for stew, I use 
Maggi star.  These days 
Maggi star is becoming 
too expensive so Knorr is 
becoming even a choice 
for both dishes,” Susan 
Oyetunji from Ogun 
State said.

Jennifer Oseme from 
Lagos said: “Knorr is the 
maggi for me. The cray-
fish taste is the reason I 
buy it more. I use knorr 
ultimately because it 
gives me a better taste. 
It’s meatier and tastier 
than the rest.”

Ijeoma Onyeike from 
Abia said: “Maggi star 
seasons better. The taste 
is always unique,”

“I use Knorr for all my 
cooking. It is not as salty 
as maggi star. It gives 
flavour to my food,” said 
Umoren Ime, a lecturer 
in Lagos.

Some culinary profes-
sionals who spoke with 
BDSUNDAY say Knorr is 
their new Maggi Star.

“We use knorr cubes 
for our cooking because 
of the flavour and the 
taste which we don’t get 
from other cubes. Maggi 
star is full of salt but 
Knorr is perfect for our 
meals,” Stella Ike, a cook 
in a big restaurant in 
Lagos said.

Emem Ubong, the 
owner of a restaurant 
that specialises on Afri-
can dishes, said: “As long 
as I’m concerned, Knorr 
is the best seasoning and 
that’s what I use. I used 
Maggi star before but 
now it’s just mere salt.”

“Knorr is the only 
seasoning I use because 
I love the taste it gives 
my cooking. The flavour 
is also inviting, you can 
perceive the nice aroma. 
That’s what attracts 
these large customers to 
my restaurant and the 
taste keeps them coming 
back for more. The taste 
and the flavour is one 
reason I will not stop us-
ing Knorr,” said Chinelo 
Oforka, another restau-
rant owner in Lagos.
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Big Cola, a big challenger but needs 
to evoke big aspiration in consumers

L
ate last year, Big Cola 
from the stable of AJE 
Group, a multination-
al beverage company 
with headquarters in 

Lima, Peru, entered the Nige-
rian Carbonated Soft Drinks 
(CSD) market with a disruptive 
market strategy which offered 
consumers 65 cl pet bottle at 
N90 against 50 cl offered by 
competition at N100.

Its market penetration tac-
tic was to give more content at 
less price and this objective of 
democratising soft drink con-
sumption stretched the mar-
ket, as competition responded 
by increasing their content 
from 50 cl to 60 cl, an addition 
of 20 percent content for the 
same price of N100.

Declaring the intention of 
Big Cola, its country manager 
in Nigeria, Theo Williams, said 
during the introduction of its 
product that the company 
is in Nigeria to “democratise 
soft drinks consumption. We 
dream big; we think big. In line 
with our global brand values 
of Brave, Entrepreneur, Inge-
nious and Surprising, we came 
to Nigeria with the determina-
tion to brace all odds to provide 
consumers of soft drinks with 

great choice of quality bever-
age at affordable prices.

“Our global operational phi-
losophy is that we offer con-
sumers ‘More value for less 
money’. This implies we democ-
ratise the consumption of soft 
drinks wherever we operate, 
ensuring anyone and everyone 
can afford a drink, every day, 
anytime and anywhere,” Wil-
liams emphasised.

Since then, unlike competi-
tion, Big Cola, perhaps due to 
cost, has paid less emphasis on 
the Above the Line (ATL) mar-
keting strategy, as it has concen-
trated on reaching its market 
audience more through what 
Tola Odusote, a brand analyst, 
described as smart marketing 
or channel distribution method.

This method, he said, is ef-
fective and cost cutting for the 
Big Cola brand owners.

According to Odusote who 
believed that in spite of the 
brand not engaging heavily in 
ATL, the brand is doing aver-
agely well through its style of 
channel marketing. “They pro-
mote the brand across chan-
nels of distribution, displaying 
the product which has created 
brand power.”

It is also believed by an-
other brand analyst that Big 
Cola could be creating brand 
penetration in the short term 

DANIEL OBI

T
he evolution of tech-
nology has reached 
a point where any-
thing is available at 

the touch of a button. Shop-
ping, learning, working and 
entertainment can all be 
accessed from the comfort of 
our homes. But it comes at a 
cost; and a relatively crucial 
one at that is health. Obvi-
ously technology changes 
lifestyle.

Adaptive technology is 
today driving and transform-
ing lives and by extension 
the world every day. Busi-
nesses that want to thrive 
are in a constant race to adapt 
and take advantage of these 
technologies while they are 
still very relevant and useful, 
otherwise they might end 
up falling by the way side if 
not properly harnessed. This 
challenge is what electron-
ics giant LG Electronics has 
taken upon itself to ensure 
that consumers get value 
for their money by produc-
ing life changing innovative 
technologies that will help 
consumers live a better life. 
Not only are tools changing, 
so are lifestyle processes as 

LG electronics and lifestyle technology trends
an entirely new way of ap-
proach rather than relying 
solely on the home as the en-
try point for IoT, consumers 
should have the opportunity 
to interface with the various 
benefits of smart technology 
in a competing environment. 
The positive impact the In-
ternet of Things is having on 
economic activities is quite 
tremendous and is on the in-
crease on a daily basis. There 
is a new tendency consumers 
are drifting towards products 
that not only satisfy them but 
have reasonable years of war-
ranty just like the Inverter 
Direct Drive motors in an LG 
Centum Washing machine 
with a 20-year warranty 
which by far higher than the 
industry standard. Its durabil-
ity will no doubt draw atten-
tion to it at the IFA.

LG  re f r i g e rat o r s  a re 
equipped with several fea-
tures like Inverter linear com-
pressor for the Side by Side 
and Smart Inverter Compres-
sor for the Top Mount Fridges 
that provide consumers with 
the utmost in convenience, 
such as the new Easy Open 
Handle. 

istics but in the case of Big Cola, 
it has largely relied on price 
and more content offer with-
out perhaps giving consumers 
other aspirational values to be 
associated with the product or 
consumers could key into in 
the brand,” he said.

Describing Big Cola as a 
market challenger, the analyst 
noted that class, positioning 
and perception are important 
elements in marketing.

The analyst further noted 
that Big Cola is presently suc-
cessfully challenging the mar-
ket at the bottom of the pyra-
mid where there is though a 
large volume of consumption 
of CSD, but needs to create a 
class and perception for itself in 
the market space as the brand 
grows in the Nigerian market.

It would be recalled that 
Alomo Bitters, the Ghanaian 
product, which dominated the 
market was successfully chal-
lenged by Orijin and others in 
that segment, principally due 
to Alomo’s lack of proper posi-
tioning for the middle and up-
per market class.

 Awareness about Alomo Bit-
ters was largely spread by those 
at the bottom of the pyramid. 
This is a development, accord-
ing to analysts, that the middle 
and upper class, who however 
find Alomo as a good product, 

were not too comfortable with 
as aspiration flows from top 
down instead of bottom up. Yet, 
Guinness identified this gap and 
filled it with Orijin brand po-
sitioned for middle and upper 
class which the lower class as-
sociated with also.

 AJE is one of the largest 
multinational beverage com-
panies with presence in over 
20 countries in Latin America, 
Asia and Africa.  The company, 
with an experience spanning 
25 years, is said to be the 10th 
largest soft drink company in 
sales volume and the 4th larg-
est producer of carbonated soft 
drinks. A company whose vi-
sion is to be one of the top 20 
multinational enterprises by 
year 2020 could become a ma-
jor and worthy opponent in the 
CSD market through proper 
positioning.

 With an initial investment 
capital of about N5 billion and 
a few production lines in Ag-
bara, Ogun State, the brand 
may be hampered by distribu-
tion and big advertising budget 
challenges but this would not 
obviate a proper positioning, 
perception and creation of as-
piration among consumers for 
the brand which ATL and oth-
er marketing methods could 
achieve.

for simple living. Today, con-
sumers have come to expect 
more from household appli-
ances in terms of innovation, 
design and performance; “ LG 
continually delivers products 
that guarantee safety, reliabil-
ity and durability adding to 
the credibility of the brand”.

Technological trends in the 
smart market today demand 

a result of new technologies 
such as mobile phone; sound 
systems; washing machines; 
cloud computing and wear-
able

Specifically, LG Electronics 
has focused more attention in 
designing products that will 
help consumers solve their 
basic needs as well as boost 
their productivity thereby 
leading to longevity. Even 
if some consumers claim to 
have nothing to do with tech-
nology, they will still strongly 
be influenced one way or 
the other by the trends that 
emerge from it.

The desire for appliances 
that will help consumers dis-
play their status in the society 
is what has got many thrilled 
about the LG Signature collec-
tion. This new line of premi-
um appliances brings about 
advance intuitive technology 
into the home, with an em-
bellished feel that allows the 
collection to fuse effortlessly 
into the environment. These 
innovations will no doubt sig-
nal a paradigm shift from the 
way and manner consumers 
initially feel about what tech-
nology can really do for them 

in their respective homes.
Consumers in advance 

countries of the world are 
anxiously looking forward 
to technologies that will keep 
them on their toes in terms of 
satisfaction more than ever 
before. LG Electronics falls 
into the category of com-
panies with forward think-
ing approach by churning 
out products that perform 
wonders at the highest level, 
tilting consumers to a long de-
sired standard lifestyle they 
have always been dreaming 
of.

Head of Corporate Mar-
keting, LG Electronics West 
Africa operations,  Rajesh 
Agnihotri said in a state-
ment,  “We are making names 
for ourselves as a frontline 
maker of lifestyle intuited 
technological products; LG 
no doubt has carved a niche 
for itself as a pacesetter of in-
novative technologies”

“LG washing machines 
have overtime proven to be 
unparalleled when it comes 
to performance and value”.  
The company said its ex-
panded washing machine 
range is specifically designed 
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through its price and more-for-
less niche marketing but the 
brand may not be evoking nec-
essary aspiration in consumers.

“Ordinarily, brands are 
treated like human beings with 
different significant character-



M
ost people 
believe that 
dreams are 
either figments 
of one’s imagi-

nation or accumulation of 
events that transpired within 
the day and as such they tend 
to take it with a pinch of salt, 
but Joseph Martins, a 39-year-
old young man who escaped 
a long jail term by a whisker 
thinks otherwise.

Below is Joseph’s story as 
told by him:

I was not one of those who 
had tall dreams of becom-
ing a medical doctor, lawyer 
or even teacher because my 
father never gave us any 
room to dream big. He said 
all he wanted to do was to 
make sure his children could 
read and write. The rest he 
believed, life would teach 
them.

On 13th of October, 1994 
I boarded a night bus and 
arrived safely in Lagos in the 
early hours of the following 
day. I was to stay with a dis-
tant relative and learn a trade 
but I had other plans up my 
sleeves. While I was watch-
ing out for my bus stop, my 
eyes caught something and I 
chuckled. It was some writing 
on the wall that was made 
with a chalk and it read, “Do 
not urinate here! Fine: - N2, 
000 and a dirty slap” This 
place must be an interesting 
place to live in, I thought to 
myself but even if it wasn’t, I 
resolved to make it one.

One of the days I was 
going to my Uncle’s shop, I 
saw an opening in a hotel for 
a laundryman. I’d not sent 
a dime home since I got to 
Lagos five months ago and 
I knew life was difficult so 
I decided to take the job. I 
walked into the hotel and 
got the job because my neat 
clothes impressed the manag-
er. The salary wasn’t impres-
sive but there was provision 
for an apartment. I tried to 
persuade the manager to up 
the salary since I wasn’t tak-
ing the apartment but he said 
that’s the way it is. I accepted 
the job.

When I got home that day, 
I shared the news with my 
uncle but it did not sit well 
with him. All he cared about 
was his shop and not my 
family that was languishing 
in the village. He said tak-
ing the job would mean not 
living with him because he 
could not imagine hiring a 
sales boy when he was still 
housing and feeding me. That 
night, I packed my bag and 

the following day, I bade my 
uncle goodbye.

The apartment was far 
from what I imagined. I had 
to share a tiny room with a 
cleaner outside and the room 
was situated outside the hotel 
premises. My roommate, Cyr-
il, was not friendly at all and 
he hardly smiled so I made it 
part of my duty to stay out of 
his way. I made friends with 
some interesting characters, 
made more money from tips 
and was able to send a sub-
stantial amount of money to 
my mother a month after.

One of the people that 
were nice to me was Peter; 
he practically took me as his 
younger brother because he 
was way older than me. He 
was a bar attendant in that 
hotel and anytime we had 
time to chat; he always talked 
about his desire to be rich.

Few months after we 
became friends, Peter told 
me he’d finally stumbled on a 
lucrative business that would 
fetch him the kind of money 
he saw only in his dreams 
and he’d decided to quit his 
job. I was curious but careful 
at the same time. What kind 
of job could that be? Peter 
said he would tell me when 
we had some time alone and 
he did tell.

As expected, the job was 
loaded with so much risk, the 

type that could land one in 
jail so I said I wasn’t inter-
ested. Peter quitted his job 
and we did not see for weeks. 
When he visited the hotel 
two months later, he looked 
fresh and well-fed. I began 
giving joining the business 
some serious thought. I even-
tually swallowed my pride 
and told Peter that I wanted 
to join. He said he would 
speak with his partner and 
get back to me and he did.

Three days later, Peter 
returned with what I thought 
was good news at that time. 
He said I free to join them 
and I felt honoured. All we 
did was to assemble several 
pieces of papers that were 
cut into the shape of money 
and wash them with some 
chemicals after which to my 
utter amazement, they came 
out looking almost like real 
money. We would pack the 
fake money inside big Ghana-
must-go bags.

We would proceed to any 
big supermarket with one of 
the bags inside the boot of 
our vehicle to shop for items 
we could easily resale. The 
car would be parked a stone 
throw from the supermar-
ket. I would walk inside the 
shop with both counterfeit 
and genuine note while my 
partners waited inside the 
car. When I buy an item and 

the attendant noticed that 
the money is not genuine, I 
would apologise pretending 
that someone paid me with 
the money after which I 
would pay and leave the shop 
and never come back. But 
if the attendant was dumb 
enough not to notice, I would 
signal my partners. Immedi-
ately, they would move the 
car in front of the shop, buy 
as much as they could after 
which we would resale at a 
cheaper price and share the 
money.

I made a lot of money and 
three months after, I moved 
out of Peter’s house into a 
three bedroom apartment in 
Ajao Estate. I carried some 
bags of counterfeit money 
along with me and kept it 
inside one of the rooms.

One Friday, Peter came 
around to persuade me to 
hang out with him but I told 
him I was too tired so he left. 
That night, I had a dream. 
I saw my mother weeping 
profusely; she had emaciated 
and looked so haggard. All I 
could hear her say was, “Joe, 
why did you do this to me. 
You lied to me.” I was also 
crying and begging her to 
forgive me. I told her I did it 
to make her and my siblings 
comfortable. Her body lan-
guage showed that she did 
not believe a single word that 

‘I would have been in jail by now, but saved by dream’
I spoke. Before I could speak 
further, someone came and 
took her away. At that point, 
I woke up.

The moment I woke up, 
I glanced at the wall clock 
and the time was 2.27am. My 
pillow was soaked with tears 
and there were still tears on 
my face so I got really wor-
ried. I spent the next thirty 
minutes trying to figure out 
what the dream was about 
and before long, my mind 
drifted to the bags of coun-
terfeit notes in one of my 
rooms. Without much ado, 
I hurried to the room, lifted 
the bags one after the other 
close to my fence. I wanted to 
throw the bags over the fence 
but on a second thought, I 
carried them and dumped 
them in a bush few blocks 
from my house. I came back 
tired, lay on my bed and 
was still thinking about the 
dream when I slept off.

A bang on the door woke 
me up two hours later. It 
was the police! They com-
manded me to open the door 
immediately else I would 
be in some serious trouble. 
I did and immediately, they 
pushed past me and started 
ransacking my apartment. I 
was so shocked that I could 
not even utter a word. My 
mouth hung open for sev-
eral minutes as I watched 
them hop from one room to 
another ransacking every-
where. One of them was 
busy looking over the fence. 
When they were done with 
their ultimate search, one 
of the policemen said on 
their way out, “Your God has 
saved you today, you for don 
sleep for jail this night.”

When they left, I hurried 
to Peter’s place to inform him 
about the new development 
but I was several hours late. 
Peter went to a foremost 
hotel that Friday and was 
spending the counterfeit 
notes when the hotelier alert-
ed the police. The policemen 
raided Peter’s apartment, 
packed some Ghana-must-go 
bags and whisked him away 
with them.

I wept for my brother from 
another mother but that was 
the much I could do. I rented 
out my apartment and got a 
cheaper one in a remote area. 
I also opened a laundry firm 
and brought my family down 
to Lagos with the exception 
of my mother who insists 
there’s no place like home. It’s 
been twelve years now and 
Peter is still in Jail. I would 
have been there with him if 
I took that dream lightly, but 
I’m glad I didn’t.

CHINWE AGBEZE

Sunday 14 August 2016 SUNDAYBD 35C002D5556

ThisLife
chinweagbeze@yahoo.com (08183632017)



‘Our leaders must urgently quench fire 
of ethnicity and religious intolerance’

How has the journey been so far for 
you?

A
s you all know, four years 
ago, precisely on 4th of Au-
gust 2013, it pleased the Al-
mighty to avail me the priv-
ilege of being enthroned as 

the Archbishop of the Metropolitan See 
of Lagos, after fourteen years of service 
as the Bishop of Abeokuta. The past four 
years, I must say, have been quite chal-
lenging even as it has been interesting 
in many respect. In the first instance, La-
gos, by virtue of its cosmopolitan nature 
and being home to over three million 
Catholics, is expected to be a pacesetter 
in the life and practice of Catholicism 
not only in Nigeria but Africa as a whole.

At such an occasion as this, it is only 
natural for one to thank the Almighty 
God who out of his benevolence has 
bestowed on us the privilege of leading 
his people these past years and for the 
little we have been able to accomplish. 
My sincere appreciation goes to God 
the Father, our Creator, God the son, 
our redeemer and High Priest, who, 
through the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Queen of Nigeria, has 
continued to fortify us with love in 
our chequered journey through life 
and God the Holy Spirit who has been 
the inspirer of all good thoughts and 
plans. The Holy Trinity and our Moth-
er Mary have assisted us in ensuring a 
steady growth in our faith and aposto-
late and in our continuous adherence 
to the teachings of the Mother Church 
in our Archdiocese.

 To all the clergy, my-co-workers in 
the vineyard of the Lord, I am grate-
ful for their continuous support and 
unwavering sense of commitment for 
the spiritual growth of God’s people un-
der their care. I acknowledge the good 
works of the various religious congrega-
tions working in the Archdiocese, even 
as I salute the cooperation, courage and 
dedication of the entire lay faithful of 
the Archdiocese these past four years. 
My prayer for them all is that the good 
Lord will grant us the grace to continue 
to persevere in our service to him till the 
very end. Amen.

 What is your view on the current 
call for restructuring of Nigeria?

 In recent times there has been re-
newed call for the restructuring of the 
country in order that it may be a true fed-
eration. I cannot but concur. The federal 
structure that we have practised over 
the years has not been truly federal and 
it has only succeeded in making the so-
called federating units to be dependent 
on the centre that doles out money ac-
cruing mainly from the sale of oil rather 
than encouraging them to develop their 
potentials. How long would we allow 
this to continue? I believe that we have 
no justifiable reason to be in this state of 
recession that we have found ourselves 
in. It is very shameful that despite all the 
gifts that nature has so graciously be-
stowed us with; we are still being catego-
rised amongst the poor countries of the 
world. It is most unfortunate that our 

The Worshippers

universities, polytechnics and colleges of 
education churn out millions of highly 
skilled youths each year only for most 
of them to end up as ‘Okada’ riders and 
street hawkers. Is it not shameful that 
over twenty states have been unable to 
pay their workers’ salaries for months 
now? How long will this continue? This 
is the time to tell ourselves the gospel 
truth by calling a spade a spade. Let us 
look beyond partisan politics and do the 
needful by restructuring this country in 
the part of true federalism so that each 
of the federating units can develop at its 
own pace, unencumbered.

 What is your take on the cost of gov-
ernance in Nigeria?

One of the major burdens strangulat-
ing this country is the unnecessary high 
cost of governance. A large portion of our 
annual budget is being spent in paying 
the bloated salaries and allowances of 
numerous political office holders to the 
detriment of the long-suffering workers 
who barely earn enough to take care of 
themselves and their families. We have 
said it over and over again that there is 
dire need for a drastic reduction of the 
salaries and all allowances of our politi-
cal office holders, starting from the presi-
dent, his vice, the governors, ministers, 
senators, house of assembly members 
up to local government chairmen and 
councillors. They must be ready to make 
sacrifices to move the nation forward. 
The present arrangement where so 
much salaries, allowances and pensions 
are given to present and past political 
leaders at the detriment of the masses, 

is lopsided, unjust and not a true reflec-
tion of the porous state of our economy. 
I believe sincerely that the present ad-
ministration owes us all a responsibility 
to continue to make efforts to cut down 
on all its excessive expenses in line with 
present realities.

 There seems to be an increase in re-
ligious intolerance in the country; what 
is the position of the church?

It is an acknowledged fact that Nige-
ria is a secular state that allows people of 
different religious inclination to worship 
their creator in the way and manner they 
deem fit without infringing on the rights 
and freedom of worship of others. Un-
fortunately, recent attacks of Christians 
in the North by some suspected Islamic 
fundamentalists leaves a sore taste in 
the mouth of peace loving people of this 
country. A situation whereby people, for 
no justifiable reason, attack Churches at 
will, chase away worshippers and de-
stroy properties, is totally unacceptable 
in a country like ours that is supposed to 
promote religious tolerance. While we 
urge the Islamic leaders in the North-
ern part of the country to caution their 
followers and encourage them to show 
more love and tolerance for their Chris-
tians brothers and sisters, we equally call 
on the law enforcement agencies and 
the Federal Government to show more 
commitment in safeguarding the lives 
and property across the country. For 
Christians, especially those living in the 
North, they must be cautious, vigilant 
and most importantly, prayerful.

How can we reduce the rate of un-

employment in Nigeria? 
No country that practices mono-

economy can survive these present hard 
times. This also applies to our country 
Nigeria. We thank God that this pres-
ent administration has since resolved to 
look beyond oil and explore other ways 
of diversifying our economy such as 
solid mineral exploration and agricul-
ture. Governor Willie Obiano of Anam-
bra State in particular deserves some 
commendations for taking the bull by 
the horn through his recent exporta-
tion of vegetables being cultivated in 
large quantity in his state. Other states 
can take a cue from this by exploring the 
possibilities of exporting some of their 
major agricultural products to earn hard 
currencies. We have done it before in the 
past and I see no reason why we cannot 
do so again. In addition, I believe it is time 
the various state governments begin to 
consider the possibility of creating jobs 
for our unemployed youths in the ag-
riculture sector. We have lots of fertile 
lands across the length and breadth of 
the entire country that can be well uti-
lised for high breeding agricultural prod-
ucts.

 Some sections of the country seem 
to be agitating for equity in federal ap-
pointments; do you see any lopsided-
ness anywhere?

A look at most of the major appoint-
ments made so far by the present ad-
ministration leave much to be desired. 
A situation where a good number of the 
‘juicy’ appointments tend to favour a 
particular section of the country, gives 
one the impression that there are no 
competent hands in other parts. Our 
constitution has already provided that 
appointments made by the president 
should be national in outlook to reflect 
equity and fair play. Some of the present 
agitations across the country stem out of 
the fear (real or perceived) that the pres-
ent administration has not been able to 
carry the various ethnic groups along, 
particularly those from the South East 
and South-South.

 How can we rebuild Nigeria into a 
stronger Nation?

The task of rebuilding the country is 
one that must be tackled with all sense 
of responsibility and diligence. It is now 
obvious to all that our constitution must 
be revisited to take care of grey areas 
that impede on our collective progress 
as a nation. At this period, more than 
ever, our leaders must show more sin-
cerity and commitment to bridge the 
gap of sectionalism, ethnicity and reli-
gious intolerance that are being fanned 
across the Niger, to the creeks of the 
South-South, the middle-belt and parts 
of the North. We have said it severally 
that this present administration must as 
a matter of urgency revisit some of the 
recommendations of the last sovereign 
conference irrespective of identities of 
the conveners. There are quite a number 
of far-reaching recommendations there-
in that can help put a lasting halt to the 
incessant infractions being experienced 
in all sectors of our national life. 

Alfred Adewale Martins

August 4th marked the fourth anniversary of the enthronement of Alfred 
Adewale Martins as the Catholic Archbishop of the Metropolitan See 
of Lagos. Amidst the celebration, the Archbishop took some time off to 
speak to journalists on his journey so far and some key national issues. 
SEYI JOHN SALAU was there. Excerpts:
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I
f you are a lover of the arts and 
in Lagos this weekend, Duke 
Asidere’s exhibition is still on and 
worth seeing.

The exhibition tagged Mental 
Space, which started since July 4, 2016 
is a reason to visit The Wheatbaker 
Hotel Ikoyi, the host.

Visual art enthusiasts and the gen-
eral public who have visited the hotel 
since the opening can testify to the 
creative ingenuity of Duke Asidere; 
a contemporary Nigerian artist who 
engages his audience with his works.  
As well, the hotel management is 
excited at how the creative works 
have further enhanced the beautiful 
ambiance of the Legacy Group man-
aged hotel.

The exhibition showcases 38 paint-
ings on paper and canvas, and en-
abling viewers and the general public 
to discover the things that is refresh-
ingly cerebral about Duke Asidere’s 
work. Duke Asidere; an uninhibited 
creative intellectual

 The paintings and canvas are part 
of the recent works of Asidere; an 
uninhibited creative intellectual and 
they reflect on critical issues in soci-
ety, celebrates the best of humanity, 
while teasing and warning with un-
apologetic dexterity.

Another reason to visit the hotel 
to see the exhibition before it closes 
on September 15, 2016 is the fact that 
Asidere has paid his dues as one of 
Nigeria’s most talented contempo-
rary artists. For over 25 years, he has 
boldly commented on Nigeria’s socio-
political landscape through a variety 
of genre including: pencil, engravings, 
oil and acrylic, pastels, and collage.
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Asidere’s Mental Space is still on

OBINNA EMELIKE

Asidere explores the human form 
through detailed drawings which 
touch on universal themes of love 
and greed, war and peace, trade and 
silent meditation, play and serious 
discourse. His gift of analysis and 
his simple, fluid and swift rendering 
sets him apart. While the style of his 
signature faces and his (mostly head-
less) human forms are always recog-
nizable, it is his minimalist sketches 
and abstract forms, with graffiti like 
commentary that continues to unfold 
a refreshing, highly suggestive and 
creative edge.

He calls his highly textured black 
canvas with a few specks of color “one 
man, one generator”, an unflinching 
portrayal of the totally absurd lack of 
electricity plaguing one of the world’s 
largest oil producing nations. His 
drawing of the market woman selling 
tomatoes with dollar price doodles 
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scribbled in the shadows is a wry 
commentary on Nigeria’s runaway 
exchange rates and galloping inflation 
apparently asphyxiating even the sale 
of locally grown produce.

“Duke looks at painting from the 
lens similar to that of many older 
masters. This is the lens of simplicity 
- the lens of sincerity,” wrote the fa-
mous Nigerian artist, Gani Odutokun 
(1946-1995) who mentored Asidere 
while teaching at Ahmadu Bello Uni-
versity. “Duke possesses the kind of 
sincerity that has brought enormous 
recognition to artists (such as abstract 
expressionists like Philip Guston & 
De Kooning). These are artists who 
feel the urge to say something and 
will not like to be inhibited no matter 
how unpalatable to the society, what 
they might have to say. They will not 
create even a square centimeter of a 
picture just to please. But paint they 
will, to express an inner urgency. 
Duke belongs to this fold.”

“Mental Space is Asidere’s external 
response to an internal, multi-layered 
landscape of deep thought, ques-
tions, and critique,” explains Sandra 
Mbanefo Obiago, the exhibition 
curator. “Through his drawings he 
challenges us to reflect on a constantly 
changing political context, in which 
he highlights the crazy and contro-
versial excesses in our lives with bold, 
often humorous poignancy.”

In her well-crafted foreword, San-
dra Obiago, curator of the exhibition, 
appreciated the Wheatbaker’s com-
mitment to showcasing the best of 
African art as they pay homage to 
some of Nigeria’s best contemporary 
artists. However, she noted that the 
Asidere’s work is a must-see because 
his works touch on so many deep is-
sues in the society, while his subtle use 
of headline teases viewers.

“I hope you enjoy Mental Space as 
much as I continue to enjoy watch-
ing Asidere analyze and unleash yet 
another unapologetic commentary 
on our essence, our unquenchable 
verve, and our resilience to keep go-
ing, despite the odds”, Obiago beckons.

Duke Asidere obtained a Bachelor’s 
degree with First Class Honours in 
Fine Arts (painting) from Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria in 1988, and 
a Masters of Fine Arts in painting in 
1990 from the same university. He 
taught painting, drawing and art his-
tory at the Federal Polytechnic Auchi 
for five years before starting full time 
studio work in Lagos in 1995.

The exhibition is sponsored by the 
Wheatbaker and Louis Guntrum 
Wines, and runs until September 15, 
2016.
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Simi sizzles again with new 
video-Outta My Head
S

imi, Afro pop princess, con-
tinues her hot streak of stellar 
music singles with Outta My 
Head, the latest in a peerless 
run that has peaked with songs 

like Jamb Question, Open and Close and 
most recently Love Don’t Care.

Outta My Head is Simi’s second 
single of the year and begins with piano 
strings and a mid-tempo beat, accom-
panied by Simi’s now familiar vocal 
stylings. It is a playful yet serious medi-
tation on infatuation and the downsides 
of a love gone sour. Written in a smooth, 
simple style that is instantly relatable, 
Simi narrates a tale of being hung up on 
a lover who has caused her some pain 
in the past. She then queries repeatedly 
on the chorus, Wetin you dey do for my 
head? as this same lover invades her 
space, mind and dreams.

The material could easily become 
moody and haunting but Simi sells it 
and makes it more digestible, thanks to 
her bubbly personality and infectious 

delivery.
Outta My Head is produced by the 

brilliant Oscar Heman-Ackah, while 
Praiz, her label mate, brings along his 
smooth baritone and easy charm. Both 
singers make for a sizzling pair and their 
union elevates Outta My Head beyond 
the routine pedestrian fare.

The release of Outta My Head is 
accompanied by a promotional music 
video. Directed by terrific Josh Clarke 
and shot on location in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, the visuals depict a sa-
fari on the South of the continent, in a 
natural, romantic countryside complete 
with wild animals, rocky mountains 
and a sturdy Jeep to navigate the ter-
rain. Images of Simi and Praiz expres-
sively performing the lyrics of the song 
are interspersed with clips of two lovers 
acting out a romantic script.

The Outta My Head visuals contin-
ues Simi’s refreshing style of producing 
colourful, energetic clips that are simple 

O
n August 5, Zambia’s Tiwamy-
enji Phiri was crowned as the 
2016 Airtel TRACE Music Star 
winner by Keri Hilson, a US 

international Pop/R&B superstar. With 
over 2.7 million registered calls this year, 

Tiwamyenji Phiri wins 2016 Airtel Trace Music Star competition

Airtel TRACE Music Star is the biggest 
competition to take place in Africa and 
centres on searching for the continent’s 
newest and most talented star.

The competition among the 10 finalists was 
fierce, with Tanzania’s Melissa John beating 

Madagascar’s Johanna Rakotomavo to take 
second place. The night offered great talent 
but finally it was Tiwa whom the celebrity 
judges, Keri Hilson, Briant “BeeHigh” Biggs and 
Fally Ipupa voted as Africa’s next top talent. 
Phiri’s win followed a magnificent rendition 
of “When You Believe”, the song from the 
1998 DreamWorks film The Prince of Egypt, 
originally recorded by Whitney Houston and 
Mariah Carey.

Tiwa studied Public Relations and Advertis-
ing under Cambridge International UK and is 
the first of four children, born to a politician 
father and her mother a nurse, who all sup-
ported her every step in the competition.

Phiri’s prize includes a record deal with a 
major label; mentorship for a year with singer/
songwriter, actress and record producer Keri 
Hilson, for a total value exceeding $500,000, 
as well as worldwide media exposure through 
the various TRACE platforms. “I look forward 
to working with Tiwa over the next year and 
to share some of the knowledge and experi-

and easy on the eye, yet manage to be 
instantly arresting visual wise. With 
its shots of natural vistas and themes 
of environmental friendliness, Outta 
My Head is a welcome addition to the 
already impressive videography of the 
fast rising diva. Jamb Question was 
nominated for Video of the Year at the 
Headies.

Born Simisola Bolatito Ogunleye, 
the 28-year-old songbird is a Mass 
Communications graduate of Covenant 
University Ota. She doubles as a sound 
engineer and started out performing 
in her early teens as a member of the 
teenage church choir. Her debut al-
bum, Ogaju, produced by Samklef was 
released in 2008 and an EP, Restless, 
followed in 2014.

Simi won the Best Promising Act at 
the 2015 Nigeria Entertainment Award 
and is named on YNaija.com’s New 
Establishment List for 2016.

Etisalat unveils 2016 
Lagos Photo Festival

I
n line with its commitment to promote in-
novation and creativity, Etisalat, Nigeria’s 
leading telecommunications company, 
has announced the opening of the 2016 
Etisalat Photography Competition.

 The Etisalat Photography Competition 
encourages emerging photographers to cap-
ture and celebrate fascinating pictures that 
reflect the diversity and daring spirit of our 
expressions. The competition kicks off series 
of activities leading to the opening of the 7th 
edition of the Etisalat-sponsored annual Lagos 
Photo Festival.

While speaking about the Etisalat Pho-
tography Competition, Elvis Ogiemwanye, 
director, Brands & Experience, Etisalat Nigeria, 
revealed that submission of entries is open 
from August 8 to September 1, 2016.  “This 
year’s edition of Etisalat Photo Competition 
is tagged: Performance; action repeated con-
stantly, becomes a ritual, its transference into 
other spaces of engagement becomes a per-
formance. We wish to explore further these 
performances through the strength of pho-
tography in depicting our daily routines and 
celebratory activities and expressions. Under 
the categories daily routines and celebratory, 
the competition serves as a platform fostering 
expressions and creativity at its peak”, he said.

According to Ogiemwanye, Etisalat Pho-
tography Competition uses the power of 
photography to create compelling stories that 
encapsulate individual experiences and identi-
ties from across Africa.

“To enter for this year’s competition, par-
ticipants are required to visit photo.etisalat.
com.ng  to register and submit entries for both 
daily routines and celebratory. Voting will be 
announced after entry closes on September 
1, 2016. The top 50 images from each category 
will be reviewed by a jury who will then un-
veil the finalists at the grand opening of the 
LagosPhoto Festival”

He added that the first prize winner in the 
competition will receive a Canon camera; the 
second prize winner will get an iPhone, while 
the third prize winner will receive a Samsung 
phone. The shortlisted photographers will also 
be enrolled at LagosPhoto Summer School 
where they are expected to hone their skills.

Etisalat is committed to nurturing talent 
in photography through the Etisalat Photog-
raphy Competition and the support of Lagos-
Photo Festival; the first and only international 
arts  festival of photography which features 
exhibitions, workshops, artist presentations, 
discussions, screenings, and large scale out-
door installations in public spaces in Lagos.

ences I have acquired in the music industry 
over the years”, says Keri Hilson.

The glitzy Pan-African grand finale 
took place at the Ultima Studios in Lagos 
where music and glamour were the focus 
of the evening. The star-studded Red 
Carpet featured the cream of Nigeria’s 
entertainment circuit which included 
Nigerian comedian Chigul, Hip Hop art-
ist Vector as well as Fola David, celebrity 
artist and speed painter, who painted a 
tribute portrait of the celebrated boxer 
Mohammed Ali at the event.

The evening’s programme boasted 
outstanding performances by the 2015 
Airtel TRACE Music Star winner from 
Tanzania, Mayunga Nalimi who also per-
formed his latest release “Please Don’t Go 
Away” which features world renowned 
rapper and last year’s celebrity mentor 
Akon and Patoranking, Nigerian reggae-
dancehall singer.
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T
he title of 
C h i d o z i e 
Chukwubui-
ke’s collec-
tion of poems, 

The Poet Wept, evokes 
a critical first question: 
Why did the poet weep? 
Fortunately, as we open 
the first page of the 37-
poem anthology, we be-
gin to catch glimpses of 
the causes of the poet’s 
tears – and they are nu-
merous, from the per-
sonal to the universal.  

“His Abode”, the 
opening poem of the 
collection, though ul-
timately an acknowl-
edgement of God’s pres-
ence in nature – “in this 
bush of innocence... / 
Where trees embrace 
one another” – and his 
healing powers through 
the instrumentality 
of nature, shockingly 
introduces us to an 
imagery that will run 
through most of the po-
ems: “hurting hearts”. 
Incidentally, it is in the 
many things that are 
wrong in and with soci-
ety, the things that hurt 
the “hurting hearts”, 
that we locate the rea-
sons for the poet’s tears.

These reasons come 
out glaringly in “Our 
Memory”, where the 
persona decries the 
environmental deg-
radation that has long 
become the lot of the 
oil-bearing region of Ni-
geria, the Niger Delta. 
The plight of the re-
gion is captured in such 
loaded images as “The 
macabre dance of bul-
lets / The psychedelic 
wriggle of pain / Shed-
ding of young blood 
with poisoned waters... 
/ The deaths in the 
creeks / The deaths in 
the swamps”, “infernal 
furnace of flared gases”.

But the pain is com-
pounded by the fact 
that these acts of injus-
tice are perpetrated by 
the enemy within, the 
saboteurs, the ‘unbroth-
erly’ brothers, the insid-
ers who conspire with 
the external plunderers 

to plunder their own 
people. They are “the 
greedy among the good 
/ Prodigals planted to 
plunder / fitted in flow-
ing fabric / Suffocating 
in their own sabotage”, 
whose “sugared” prom-
ises can never “soothe 
the searing sore in na-
tive hearts”.

The Niger Delta issue 
is revisited in “Babel in 
the Delta”, where “igno-
rance has yielded with-
held knowledge”; “the 
imagery of rift” is “scat-
tered on the surfaces / 
Of creeks and high seas”; 
there is “Mass captivity 
of individual freedoms”; 
“lavish wealth cohabits 
abject poverty”; people 
die every day “of poi-
soned waters”, and “Iron 
boots march in to erase 
us from the atlas”.

“Chants of the Cho-
rus”, a five-part poem 
of 153 lines and the 
longest poem in the 
collection, laments the 
oppressive tendencies 
of the political class. To 
underscore the yawn-
ing chasm existing be-
tween the ruling class 
and the masses, the 
persona draws the fol-
lowing parallels: “We 
chant police brutality / 
They pop Champagne 
on stage / We chant 
executive robbery / 
The re-enact ballroom 
dance / We chant the 
devil’s death roads / 
They debate legislative 
allowances / In protest 
we chant / In mockery 
they act”.

Other poems that rail 
against political, social 
and economic injustices 
include, among others, 
“Deceit”, “Stranglehold”, 
“Unleashed”, “The Tap-
per and Our Wine”, and 
“The Watchman”, which 
narrates how an armed 
robbery attack survi-
vor, ironically, ends up 
not only being robbed 
but also killed by the 
police who should pro-
tect him.

“Desolation” captures 
the irony of untainted 
existence in a society 

The Poet Wept & Other Poems

dominated by sharks. 
In spite of his upright-
ness – termed “self-
righteousness” and “a 
warped sense of justice” 
by the society – the per-
sona turns out “a monu-
mental failure” lashing 
out against “a society 
that sure has left me be-
hind”. He lies on a “na-
ked floor”, is sprawled 
on a “cold floor” in an-
other’s apartment; his 
dreams are “shy”, “Tall 
deflated dreams of 
achievement”; his fin-
gers are “stunted” and 
his “hopes, ambitions, 
projects” are dashed; 
he owns “no name, no 
pride, no property”, “No 
wife, no child, no laurel 
/ Not a house to call my 
own”. His only posses-
sion is “this pen with 
expiring ink / To make 
frustrated comments”. 
Ironically too, those he 
labels “immoral, prodi-
gal / Criminal”, the 
ones who have “Chal-
lenged destiny to a duel 
/ Fought, ruthless and 
bloody / Scorned justice 
and fairness”, are the 
ones who “came home 
with the trophy”.

But, as in Fyodor 
Dostoevsky’s Crime and 
Punishment and other 
works with similar mo-
tif, poetic justice comes. 
In “Our Memory”, we 
read that “The peri-
winkles / The mudskip-
pers / The endangered 
crocodiles / In the tuft 
of the mud shall in time 
surface / To mount the 
judicial dock of poster-
ity” and bear witness 
against those the perso-
na calls “the real enemy”, 
“the thieves, the chiefs”; 
and in “The Date”, “we 
wait, patiently, upon / 
the conscience of time 
/ the superintendent 
of all truths / to pro-
nounce judgement / on 
the plunderers of our 
heritage”.

“Our Property”, “Out-
flow” and “Pen-Paper 
Intercourse” celebrate 
creativity; “Absolution” 
and “Water Wonder” 
adore Mother Nature 

Author:   Chidozie Chukwubuike
Imprint:   Owerri; Loneranger Publishers, 2013
Genre:   Poetry
Pagination:  74
Reviewer:  Chuks Oluigbo

as exemplified in water 
bodies; “A Cripple to a 
Snake” re-echoes the 
persona in D. H. Law-
rence’s “Snake”, though 
with a morbid air of 
resignation to fate; 
“Love”, “Unbound”, “Un-
requited Love”, “Back to 
Back” and “Hell fire” x-
ray love and its many 
contradictions; “Guards 
of Giant Cathedrals” 
mocks the grab-grab at-
titude of modern-day 
preachers; “Ikemba” is 
an ode to Chukwueme-
ka Odumegwu-Ojuk-
wu, the late leader of 
the defunct Biafra; just 
as “Unmasked”, a mock-
ery of death, resonates 
Paul’s words in his first 
epistle to the Corinthi-
ans (15:55): “O death, 
where is thy victory? 
O death, where is thy 
sting?”

There are poems that 
celebrate womanhood, 
such as “Lion Woman”, 
dedicated to a beloved 
mother, “Eulogy to a 
Friend”, and “His Solu-

tion”, an ode to a wife 
whom the persona de-
scribes as “an angel / 
From the deepest ends 
of the earth / Where 
God hides diamonds”.

“The Poet Wept”, the 
title poem, captures 
a moment of writer’s 
block, that auspicious 
moment when the 
hand feels too feeble 
to write; that moment 
when “The power of 
expression evaporates”; 
“That elusive moment 
that defies arrest”; that 
moment when “this 
hand” that “once wove 
firm metaphors... / That 
kneaded the clay of hu-
man imagination / To 
become a poetic reality” 
simply refuses to write.

The poet is the custo-
dian of the people’s col-
lective memory, a town 
crier, a tale-bearer – in-
deed, as Chinua Achebe 
captures it in Anthills of 
the Savannah, the ant-
hill that must survive 
“to tell the new grass of 
the savannah about last 

year’s brush fires”. This 
idea resonates in “Ca-
tastrophe”, where “the 
poet must survive / To 
tell our tale of woes”; 
in “Season of Dirges”, a 
dirge for Achebe, where 
“The poet does not 
die” but “is the Iroko / 
Whose root is deep into 
the soil of humanity”; in 
“Our Memory”, where 
we read that “The poet 
is our memory”; and in 
“His Solution”.

But “His Solution” 
also aptly brings to a 
close the movement 
that began at the be-
ginning of the anthol-
ogy, the movement that 
runs through the entire 
poems in the collection. 
Here, it is a “season of 
bombs and blood”, and 
the poet weeps yet, but 
there is hope. In “Love”, 
the second poem in the 
collection, the persona 
invokes love to “bury 
bombs / That the poet 
may cease to weep”, and 
in “His Solution”, the fi-
nal poem, he expresses 
hope that “someday 
love must bury bombs / 
And the poet shall take 
the tale / To generations 
next”.

In all, The Poet Wept 
& Other Poems is a suc-
cess. This success stems, 
first, from the fact 
that the poet creates a 
wealth of vivid, pictur-
esque images that allow 
us to be led, to follow, 
hand-in-hand, through 
the entire experience, 
sharing in the high and 
low moments; and, sec-
ond, from the fact that 
reading through the 
poems, we clearly find 
the answer to our open-
ing question. The suc-
cess is enhanced by the 
variety that each of the 
37 poems in the collec-
tion represents – a mix-
ture of free verses and 
rhymes, short as well as 
very lengthy poems. All 
these combine to make 
the poems an easy read 
even for simple lovers 
of poetry, though com-
prehension is another 
matter altogether. 
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Sailing on the blue lake

W
hen Chukwudifu 
Akune Oputa (late 
retired justice of 
the Supreme Court) 
was once asked 

why he chose to relocate to the village 
after being exposed to sophisticated 
cities, he replied rhetorically: “Do you 
call this a village?’’ “I don’t think so. Life 
is most serene and peaceful here”.

Then, the people around him 
laughed over it, yet a visit to Oguta, 
the hometown of the late chairman 
of the famous Human Rights Abuse 
Investigation Panel (Oputa Panel), is 
worth the time and stress.

About 45 minutes drive from Ower-
ri, the Imo State capital, and 27 kilome-
ters on the ever-busy Owerri-Onitsha 
Expressway from Mgbidi junction, 
takes one far into the heart of Oguta.

The town is full of history, promi-
nence and nature. The first impression 
that strikes first-time visitors is the 
sprawling mansions along the major 
roads that speak volume of the wealth 
in the land.

But beyond the beautiful mansions, 
‘Oguide’, the Oguta Wonder Lake is a 

reason to visit.
Spanning over 18 kilometres of 

shoreline, the lake is the second largest 
fresh water lake in the country after 
Lake Chad.

Void of brine, smarting in the eyes 
and harmful creatures, the lake caress-
es visitors’ eyes with its pleasing view, 
while the evergreen environs ooze out 
fresh breeze that continuously purify 
the atmosphere within. There is a Lo-
koja of sort to explore at the lake. A 
boat cruise to the natural confluence 
of Oguta Lake and Urashi River, offer 
a mini River Niger and River Benue 
experience at the lake. The locals and 
commercial boat services are always 
on hand to offer you a ride to the con-
fluence point. But when you get to the 
link point, the lake still maintains its 
distinct nature and colouration.

No doubt, the huge size, distinct na-
ture, the serenity of the environment 
and the tropics within stands the lake 
out as the premiere tourist attraction 
in Imo State.

However, the lake is more alive 
with visitors during weekends when 
a whole lot of people from Owerri and 
Onitsha come around for outing.  From 
swimming, cruise boat ride, fishing 

Though the commercial success 
now belongs to history, the relics of 
the jetties used by some of the colonial 
companies still exist today.

But one part of history that is alive 
at the lake is a bunker with a tunnel 
that runs under the lake connecting 
both banks of the lake that was built 
during the Nigeria-Biafra civil war of 
1967-1970 by Biafran Navy who used 
the lake as a marine base.

Despite dividing the town into two 
along the natural boundary of the 
water, the lake actually defines the 
essence of the people as many pay re-
spect to it. It is quite peculiar in nature. 
It is still the source of livelihood, trans-
portation and fun for many residents 
of the town.

But before you leave Oguta, there 
is still one breathtaking sight to see. It 
is the very imposing iconic mansion 
or rather empire of Arthur Nzeribe, 
located atop of a hilly landscape and 
far away from the preening eyes in 
the layout.

It reminds one of the heydays of the 
maverick politicians, who seems to be 
unheard of these days.

Why not keep a date with the town 
and its attractions. You will definitely 
see Oguta from a bird’s eye view.

Travel

to many other water sport activities, 
visitors always find fun to indulge 
and enjoy.

Sadly the 3-star Oguta Lake Motel 
established in 1977 by the Imo State 
government and the 18-golf holes 
that would have long explored the 
tourism potential of the town are still 
not working.  The worse is that past 
governors of the state have all paid 
lip service to the resuscitation of the 
lake complex that would have been 
yielding enormous revenue from tour-
ists, especially now that the monthly 
Federal Allocation is dwindling due 
to fall is oil price, the mainstay of the 
Nigerian economy.  “It has been prom-
ises without action”, Okemiri Ugboma, 
an indigene says while doubting the 
sincerity of the present administra-
tion at delivering on the Film Village 
and hospitality facilities it promised 
the town.  

Beside the lake itself, history left rel-
ics that visitors also throng to behold.

In the 1900s, the town was a com-
mercial centre and home to the Royal 
Niger Company, G.B. Ollivant, SCOA 
Group, John Holt and the Miller 
Brothers, among others.  Then the lake 
was a port for the evacuation of palm 
products.
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Travel
One Lagos partners Filmhouse on 
content distribution, events

O
ne Lagos’,  the 
tourism master 
brand of Lagos 
State Govern-
ment, has en-

tered into a strategic alliance 
with Filmhouse Cinemas, a dynamic 
film exhibition company based in 
Lagos, which makes Filmhouse the of-
ficial media and distribution partner 
for all One Lagos content and events.

By this alliance, Filmhouse is also 
now an official media and distribution 
partner for all One Lagos content and 
events.  The alliance, which covers 
cinema, film policy development and 
best practice advisory, is positioned to 
make an immediate impact as both 
parties are enthusiastic about the 
various opportunities and key actions 
that they believe can drive growth in 
the sector.  ‘One Lagos’ will provide 
both context and opportunity for 
all who seek to engage the minds 
and souls of Lagosians as Lagos State 
Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture 
shapes the narrative on Lagos as the 
tourism destination in Africa.

The alliance is further seeking 
to develop a One Lagos Filmhouse 
Film Festival and both parties are 
excited about the possibilities that 
will emerge from the strategic part-
nership.

Speaking on the alliance, Kene 
Mkparu, CEO, Filmhouse, said: “I am 
excited to partner with Lagos State 
through the One Lagos brand. Our 
cinema business kicked off in Lagos 
and Lagos remains one of our most 
important markets. It has been very 
exciting learning all about the One 
Lagos brand platform and we are 
strong believers in the power of nar-
rative and this is why we are not only 
involved in the production, distribu-
tion and exhibition of movies, we 
are also focused on presenting city 
landmark architectural structures 

that add to the tourism capital of our 
locations. The One Lagos partnership 
is a significant and important cultural 
alliance to us and heralds Filmhouse’s 
launch of the 1st IMAX cinema in 
West Africa, here in Lekki Lagos.

This would be a one-of-a-kind tour-
ism offering in Lagos (akin to Disney-
world in Orlando, Florida) and would 
also significantly add yet more colour 
to the Lagos skyline as a unique city 
landmark. We are excited to work 
with One Lagos on several fronts, as 
a media partner and content partner, 
and we are also very keen to enable 
school kids and others to enjoy our 
educational experiences at the IMAX 
complex. I received the Hon Commis-
sioner at the soon-to-open IMAX site 
and was proud to tell him that we 
are going to make IMAX education 
available to school kids through One 

Lagos for educational and immersive 
experiences. IMAX Education movies 
are designed to educate and enlighten 
as much as they are to entertain.

 IMAX documentaries allow view-
ers to experience new worlds in 
larger-than-life scope and detail. 
IMAX can also provide compre-
hensive supplemental materials for 
teachers, allowing the learning to 
continue beyond the cinema. We are 
also looking forward to developing 
several projects alongside One Lagos 
especially in the realm of community 
cinemas, in event cinemas to support 
live events of One Lagos and make 
it available through our cinemas to 
audiences all over Nigeria. My team 
and I are thrilled and thankful for the 
opportunity”.

On his part, Folorunsho Folarin-
Coker, Commissioner for Tourism, 

Arts Culture, Lagos State, noted that: 
“We are pleased to partner with 
Filmhouse. This alliance deepens our 
Tourism Initiative One Lagos, taking 
it into the platform of the business of 
entertainment.

We have seen the significant 
investments made in Lagos in the 
Filmhouse Imax, Lekki and we con-
gratulate Kene Mkparu, and his 
entire team at Filmhouse for this 
investments to grow their industry.

The Ministry of Tourism Arts and 
Culture is here to support all creative 
endeavors and I look forward to 
deeper engagements with the entire 
Nollywood community.

“We must come together to take 
Lagos to its rightful position in the 
world league of film producing cities. 
It is in this environment that creatives 
can hope to compete fairly for inter-
national award”.

Together we are able to create 
more opportunities with the resul-
tant trickle down effects across the 
economy. One Lagos will continue to 
enter strategic alliances with various 
private sector stakeholders seeking to 
expand our footprint and grow our 
creative industries and by extension 
our common wealth”.

The “One Lagos” brand is the Lagos 
State Ministry of Tourism, Arts and 
Culture’s tourism master brand that 
showcases the true spirit of Lagos 
through different creative expres-
sions while leveraging on the city’s 
abundant soft power to celebrate 
our people, places and the unique 
heritage of Lagos.

The brand was conceived to drive 
economic growth across all commu-
nities in Lagos by ensuring that we 
take advantage of our population, its 
density, its wealth and its culture by 
focusing attention on community 
consumption to grow and deepen 
Lagos tourism assets.

Jean-Gabriel takes charge at 
Kerzner International

K
erzner International Holdings (KIH), 
the leading international developer 
and operator of destination resorts, 
ultra-luxury hotels and residences, 

has announced the appointment of Jean-
Gabriel Pérès as its new president and chief 
executive officer.

As the outgoing CEO of Mövenpick Hotels 
& Resorts, Jean-Gabriel has overseen the daily 
operations of the 16,000-staff hotel manage-
ment company for 17 years. His role was in-
strumental in driving the global expansion of 
the company into Europe, Africa, the Middle 
East, and Asia. “Jean-Gabriel joins us at a very 
opportune moment in our journey as we em-
bark on an accelerated growth and expansion 
plan to take Kerzner to new places around the 
world, from China to Mexico and beyond,” says 
Mohammed Al Shaibani, executive director and 
CEO, Investment Corporation of Dubai, and 
chairman, Kerzner International.

Jean-Gabriel possesses aninternational 
work experience that spans more than 30 years 

in the upscale hospitality and luxury retail 
industries, with deep knowledge of the Middle 
East and Asia. Prior to joining Mövenpick, 
he spent 11 years with Le Méridien Hotels & 
Resorts, following his tenure with engineering 
firm Matra/Lagardere Group, now known as 
EADS, where he led strategic partnerships in 
the United States and the Middle East.

“Throughout his career, Jean-Gabriel has 
carved his expertise in building exemplary cor-
porate cultures, achieving customer satisfaction, 
and driving superior returns for the companies 
he worked at. I look forward to seeing KIH 
prosper and grow its global footprint under his 
stewardship”, Al Shaibani added.

Born and raised in France, Jean-Gabriel 
holds a Master in Business Administration from 
the prestigious ESSEC Business School in Paris. 
He serves on the Boards of Directors of several 
corporations and has been an active member of 
the World Travel and Tourism Council.

Jean-Gabriel’s official start date with Ker-
zner will be announced in due course.Jean-Gabriel
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Toasting a flying favourite for 89 years

T
he flying expe-
rience could be 
interesting for 
some but boring 
to others. How-

ever, research has shown 
that while passengers are 
kept engaged, the journey 
could be worthwhile. 

While some stay engaged 
reading, some take out time 
to think, while others prefer 
to keep their mouth busy 
with snack and drinks to 
keep the body and soul to-
gether.

 Since passengers cannot 
keep eating, one thing they 
readily do is just keep sipping 
a glass of wine right in front 
of them, while they engage 
in other mind activities. 

Reverently called the ‘The 
water of life’ by the millions 
whose throats it has trickled 
down since 1493, when eight 
bolls of malt were given to 
Friar John Cor to distil 1,500 
bottles of liquid fire.

 Today, whiskey remains a 
firm favourite on the menus 
in all cabins on international 
flights, as well as domestic 
services.

 Why is scotch still on 
its perch atop flight menu 
orders after nearly 90 years 
in the skies?  Chris Cole, food 
& beverage product change 
manager of an international 
airline believes one of the 
reasons could be the cabin 
environment.

 In 1927, for example, air-
craft flew relatively low and 
were not pressurised, so a 
swift slug of whisky would 
have been a good way to 

counter the cold. This isn’t 
a problem in modern jet 
aircraft, such as the Airbus 
A380, with their advanced 
climate control systems. But 
there is another issue.

 These aircraft cruise at 
around 35 000 feet and the 
cabin is pressurised to 8 000 
feet. Under these conditions 
most people lose about 30% 
of their ability to taste, so 
food can seem bland and 
insipid and a finely balanced 
wine which may taste won-
derful on the ground loses all 

its subtlety.
 Not so with whisky, es-

pecially malts, which pack 
plenty of flavour. Single 
malts are made from malted 
barley at one distillery as op-
posed to blended whiskies, 
which, as the name sug-
gests, are a blend of malt and 
grain whiskies from various 
distilleries. They tend to be 
smoother than malts.

 If you didn’t know this, 
you’re in good company. 
Many people don’t, par-
ticularly as blended whis-

Air France to commence flight to Ghana

S
tarting February 28, 
2017, Air France will 
offer three weekly 
flights to Accra in 

Ghana from Paris-Charles 
de Gaulle.

In this way, Air France 
is expanding on one of the 
most important markets on 
the African continent for 
traffic to and from Europe 
and North America.

These flights will be oper-
ated by Airbus A330 with a 
capacity of 208 seats until 27 
March 2017, then by Boeing 
777-200 with 312 seats and 
equipped with the latest new 
Air France travel cabins for 
the entire summer season.

“Thes e thre e we ekly 
flights will strengthen Air 
France’s presence in Africa 
as well as the Air France-

kies such as Famous Grouse, 
Johnny Walker and Chivas 
Regal account for some 80% 
of the market. 

Typically, as is the case on 
the ground, blends tend to be 
a more popular choice in the 
air, probably because these 
are familiar to most whisky 
drinkers. Malts are distinc-
tive and, for most people, 
more of an acquired taste.

 According to Cole, an-
other trend on the ground 
that’s reflected in the air is 
the growing popularity of 
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KLM Group’s presence, as 
KLM already flies daily from 
Amsterdam to Accra. With 
this new service, we will 
provide Air France custom-
ers with even more connect-
ing opportunities at Paris-
Charles de Gaulle, both to 
and from Europe and North 
America.

“We also want to support 
Ghana’s buoyant economy, 
led by the development of 
the oil industry. Finally, our 
long-haul network is ex-
panding in a region where 
we are already a leader” 
Frédéric Gagey, Chairman 
and CEO of Air France, said.

AF780 is scheduled to 
leave Paris-Charles de Gaulle 
at 13:30 and arrive at Accra 
international airport at 19:05 

rivals to traditional Scotch 
whisky. In the UK, Jack Dan-
iels Tennessee Whiskey has 
overtaken Famous Grouse 
as the top seller. It is also 
becoming a more popular 
choice in the air. 

“Obviously we can’t carry 
every brand of whiskey, but 
we do try to offer the most 
popular and this includes 
brands such as Jack Daniels, 
alongside the popular Scot-
tish and Irish brands, with 
some single malts in Club 
World and First.”

 So how should you ask for 
your whisky to be served at 
35 000 feet?

 “Whichever way you 
enjoy it,” urges Chris. “There 
can be a lot of pretentious-
ness about whisky. For ex-
ample purists will ask for 
a whisky or malt, never 
a Scotch and can be judg-
mental about having it on 
the rocks, but ultimately 
it’s really down to how you 
prefer it.”

 The argument for not 
having whisky, especially 
a malt, on the rocks is that 
the ice numbs the mouth, 
deadening the taste buds, 
robbing the drinker of the 
full flavour. Neat or with a 
small dash of water to ac-
centuate the flavours is what 
traditionalists recommend. 

However you enjoy it, 
next time you’re on a flight 
relaxing with a glass of your 
favourite whisky, you’ll be 
in good company with the 
likes of Winston Churchill, 
Kingsley Amis, David Niven, 
Queen Victoria and even 
Mark Twain, all of whom 
had a fondness for the water 
of life. 

 

leave Paris-Charles de Gaulle 
at 15:30, and arrive at Accra 
international airport at 19:50 
the same day;

AF731 will leave Accra in-
ternational airport at 23:40, 
and arrive at Paris-Charles 
de Gaulle at 8:00 the follow-
ing day.

Flights will be operated 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays on departure from 
Paris.

Air Franc e-KLM cur-
rently operates flights to 
46 destinations in Africa. In 
addition, thanks to its joint 
venture partnership with 
Kenya Airways, the Group 
offers even more frequen-
cies between Europe and 
Africa and has expanded its 
network with another 18 
destinations*.

the same day;
AF731 will leave Accra 

international airport at 22:25 
and arrive at Paris-Charles 

de Gaulle at 6:00 the follow-
ing day.

As from 28 March 2017 
AF780 will be scheduled to 
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Making the Internet safer for your kids

The Internet has brought the world 
into our homes and is a veritable 
treasure trove of information for 
all the family to explore. From 
homework help to online gaming, 

messaging and researching, our children can 
gain a lot from the web. 

But at the same time it is essential we ensure 
they use it responsibly and take measures to 
protect them from potentially harmful content.

 Kids get into trouble online all the time, 
even when they are not looking for it. Misspell-
ing a website address or screwing up a search 
term can lead to parts of the web that present 
a danger to them.Online bullying, predatory 
adults, and illegal downloading of copyrighted 
content are other threats. Below are measures 
to protect your kids from potentially harmful 
content.  

 Step into their cyber-world
A good start is to learn a bit about the kind 

of things our children are interested in, help 
them locate suitable sites. Though we can not 
make the Internet itself kid-safe, we can at 
least make its darker crevices harder to access.

Set house rules
Decide how much time you are comfort-

able with your children being online and 
which sites they may go to. Setting up parental 
controls and content filtering on computers, 
tablets, smartphones, and other gadgets is easy. 
More important, these precautions empower 
your devices to protect kids from digital dan-
gers when you are not around to supervise.

CHIMA MICHAEL OLERU

Teach them to protect their privacy
While they would not fully understand the 

consequences of revealing personal informa-
tion online, you should still make sure your 
children know:

* never to give their name, phone number, 
e-mail address, password, postal address, 
school, or picture without your permission

* not to open e-mail from people they do 
not know

* not to respond to hurtful or disturbing 
messages
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overreact, blame her, or immediately rescind 
her online privileges.

Turn your ISP into your ally
Before buying a safety product, experts 

recommend that you work with what you have, 
starting with your Internet service provider 
(ISP). There has been a lot of talk of ISPs that 
are ‘child-friendly’ and screen what content 
they offer before it reaches your house. In real-
ity, there are not very many ISP’s that offer this 
type of option. Choose ISP’s that offer features 
that can limit children’s access to unwholesome 
websites and content.

Make your browser work double-time
If your ISP lacks that capability, you still 

have some safe-surfing options at hand on your 
browser (the program that enables you to view 
web pages). Internet Explorer has Content 
Advisor (under Tools/Internet Options/Con-
tent), which filters out language, nudity, sex, 
and violence on a 0 to 4 scale. Netscape and 
Safari (also available for Mac users) have pa-
rental controls like filtering as well. Using your 
browser would not get you the comprehensive 
results that a safety product or your ISP would 
yield, but it can be suitable for the times you’re 
sitting next to your little one surfing the net. 

Tune up your search engine
Your search engine can be pressed into 

service for free. (But be aware: A savvy child 
could switch the settings back.) Once you set 
restrictions, Google will block sites with ex-
plicit sexual material (Preferences/SafeSearch 
Filtering). AltaVista puts several types of of-
fensive content off-limits with its Family Filter 
(Settings/Family Filter setup).

* not to get together with anyone they 
“meet” online.

Know that location is key
Keep the computer in a central spot, where 

it is easy to monitor its use. It is advisable to 
place the PC in the family room. That way, 
you can frequently check up on what they are 
looking at.

Be their go-to girl
Instruct your child to come straight to you 

when she sees anything that makes her un-
comfortable, and assure her that you would not 

IT boot camp spurs programming 
creativity in children  

Parents who decided to send 
their children to participate in 
an eight-week IT boot camp 
organised by SPARK, a company 

created to support and develop aspiring 
Nigerian tech and internet entrepreneurs 
were recently given a glimpse of the value 
for their money.

The young participants, whose ages 
range from seven to 17 years, showed their 
programming aptitude to Oracle Academy 
panelists in the first week of the camp. 

Referred to as “The Geeks,” the young-
sters demonstrated their ability to use 
Alice, a Java code, to produce visual and 
audio programmes and were awarded 
certificates by Sefunmi Fadahunsi, repre-
sentative Oracle.

The number of children participating 
in the programme subsequently increased 
from 30 to 40 by the second week. 

Aside core computer programming, 
children are also being trained in other use-
ful computer applications and by the end 
of the camp, are expected to be competent 
in graphic design, video editing, website 
design, and robotics.

Dipo Olagbegi, managing director of 
Spark, was commended by both parents 

JUMOKE AKIODE and technology partners for the outfits 
pioneering role in the introduction of 
advanced technology to the young ones in 
simple, easy-to-understand formats.

 The 2016 camp is the organisation’s 3rd 
edition of the camp which normally holds 
during the long summer vacation period.

One of the parents said the Spark IT 
camp is coming at a time when the country 
is facing economic downturn, which has 
constrained many families from taking 
their children on the usual overseas tour. 
According to Olagbegi, any training in 
information technology such as the one 
the teenagers are exposed to at Spark’s IT 
boot camp, should not be taken for granted 
by parents and should rather be seen as a 
way of equipping the children for a better, 
competitive future. 

“About 90 percent of future jobs will 
require ICT skills, we are leaving our chil-
dren a world that will be driven largely by 
technology, and the children’s ability to 
understand, engage and manage technol-
ogy will definitely impact their relevance 
in the future,” Olagbegi said.

“From phones to cars to medicine, 
technology touches every part of our 
lives. If you can create technology, you can 
change the

 world,” Olagbegi added.

Disney launches messaging 
app for families, kids

Those who rather find Snapchats, 
WhatsApp and Facebook messen-
ger inappropriate for their young 
children or teens now have a new 

chat application that has waded its way 
into the mobile messaging market, called 
Disney Mix.

Chris Heatherly, senior VP and gen-
eral manager of games and apps at Disney 
Consumer Products and Interactive Media, 
might be apt after all, when he said “we know 
what both kids and their parents want” as the 
new message app beautifully comes with its 
interactive elements- a playful chat interface, 
games, plenty of branding and a number of 
safety protocols.

This refreshing change using Disney Mix 
for its ingenuity and lack of social peer pres-
sure of constantly updating profile pictures 
and status messages, parental monitoring, 
has taken chat to a whole new different level 
of interactivity not only for kids, but has the 
ability to rewind the clock for adults as well.

On signing in, there are rules and guide-
lines guiding the use of the app. Kids are 
reminded to “stay safe”, “be respectful”, and 
“keep it clean”. This simply means that they 
are not allowed to share personal informa-
tion such as real name, address, location, 
picture, status of messages sent, read or 
delivered. It also means the usage of foul lan-

OMOBOLAJI DAVID-OJUMU guage; bullying and harassment are highly 
prohibited. In the case where these rules are 
broken, there is a moderation team that can 
be summoned by clicking the “whistle” icon 
in the top of the chat thread who will block 
out such messages.

Disney reaffirms, “There are modera-
tion capabilities in the app as well that will 
see members temporarily or permanently 
banned from Disney Mix for breaking any 
of the rules.”

Disney Mix goes beyond just sending 
messages; it is also used for a number of 
other social media inspired activities. Users 
have the ability to play movie-related games, 
make memes and share stickers of charac-
ters from just any of the Disney brands like 
Flash from  “Zootopia”, Hank from “Find-
ing Dory”, Jenny from “Adventures in Baby 
Siting”, “Frozen”, “Monsters University”, and 
games such as “Play James”, “Spikes”, “Cards 
of Doom”.

The app enables users also to create and 
customize unique avatars of themselves, 
which are chosen from hundred of options. 
One gets to customize their hairstyles, facial 
features, costumes, hair colour and skin 
colour. These are costumes like Judy Hopps, 
Baymax, Dory and a lot more. Users can 
also add Disney accounts as friends to get 
photos, videos and other news from Disney 
Channel, Disney Movies, Radio Disney etc.
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Japanese institution to partner UNILORIN
on nutraceutical research

T
he Vice-Chancellor of 
the University of Ilorin, 
AbdulGaniyu Ambali 
(OON), has said that the 
University remains com-

mitted to projects that will facilitate 
good health and good living among 
the people. 

Ambali who stated this in Ilorin, 
the Kwara State capital while re-
ceiving a visiting scholar, Mamoru 
Koketsu of the Gifu University, 
Japan, in his office, said that the 
Japanese university don was in 
Ilorin on a mission to forge a col-
laboration agreement between 
the two institutions in the areas of 
producing nutraceuticals and food 
supplements. 

The Vice-Chancellor described 
the project, which was expected to 
be funded through a grant by the 
Japanese government, as an inter-
esting one that would not only be 
an academic project but will be im-
mensely beneficial to communities 
in developing nations like Nigeria. 

Ambali who claimed that the 
Gifu University, Japan, has a wor-
thy partner in the University of 
Ilorin because of its uniqueness, 
consistency and stability of its 
academic calendar,  noted, “The Uni-
versity of Ilorin is unique because 
for the last 16 years we have never 
closed down which is uncommon 
in quite a number of developing 
countries. 

“We are very consistent in our 
academic calendar; we are very 
dedicated to research and we have 
a great appetite for community 
service because we want our im-
mediate community to feel the 
impact of the University of Ilorin 
and more especially these days, 

when they see a lot of visitors like 
you coming into the University of 
Ilorin… we want to take the prod-
ucts to their doorstep so that they 
can benefit from it tremendously”. 
Ambali stressed

While noting that universities in 
Nigeria have the tripartite mandate 
of teaching, research and commu-
nity service, Ambali said, “We all 
look forward to the implementation 
of the project …and I am sure part 
of the product of the research will 
be community-oriented because I 
learnt it is going to be something to 
do with food supplement, which I 
am sure will address a lot of deficien-
cies that our people are experiencing 
especially in the aftermath of the 
insurgency up North where we have 

a lot of internally displaced people; 
and of recent, it’s being shown that 
quite a number of them are having 
nutritional deficiencies and I am 
sure this kind of research will be 
of tremendous help to such people 
around the world”. 

The Vice-Chancellor stated fur-
ther, “It is my pleasure that the Uni-
versity of Ilorin and your University 
are championing this crusade and 
when it comes out eventually, I am 
sure not only Japan and Nigeria will 
benefit, but the whole world. I thank 
you most sincerely for identifying 
the University of Ilorin and I can as-
sure you that we have a lot of smart 
people here at the University and 
they cut across so many Faculties 
and I assure you won’t be disap-

pointed while we embark on this 
project…I am sure any scholar over 
there in Japan that has something 
for developing countries will find 
the University of Ilorin staff very 
willing to work with.” 

While disclosing that the Uni-
versity recently signed a $2.3 bil-
lion solar power project agreement 
with an American firm, Ambali 
explained that the University was 
also concerned about entrepreneur-
ship. He noted that consistent power 
supply remained one of the greatest 
challenges confronting developing 
countries especially Nigeria.  

The Vice-Chancellor continued 
“Without power supply, you can’t 
drive industries, you can’t drive 
research successfully, and you can’t 
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SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

T
he Ogun State Government has 
assured the United Nation Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund (UNI-
CEF) of support in the campaign 

for exclusive breast feeding amongst 
women, especially nursing mothers.

The State Commissioner for Informa-
tion and Strategy, Adedayo Adeneye, 
who received the South West UNICEF 
Nutrition Specialist, Ada Ezeogu and 
the State Nutrition Officer,  Olugbenga 
Idowu in his office in Abeokuta, said 
this is necessary because the campaign 
for exclusive breast feeding requires the 
support of all.

Adeneye said his Ministry would not 
only make use of the State-owned media 
stations to spread the awareness on ex-
clusive breast feeding but also relevant 
stakeholders in promoting the campaign 
geared towards educating and enlight-
ening nursing mothers on the need to 
breast fed their babies exclusively even 

Ogun moves to partner UNICEF on exclusive breast 
RASAQ AYINLA

even drive good health …if there is 
no light you can’t do much. That is 
why we pay high premium on going 
into projects that will facilitate good 
health and good living, we are not 
only want to teach our students, but 
also want to instill skills into them”. 

Earlier in his remarks, Koketsu, 
who was accompanied on the visit 
by Hitoshi Izawa, a sales engineer 
with the Chabu Electric Power 
Company Limited, Japan, expressed 
happiness at being in Nigeria. He 
explained that a proposal was being 
prepared in collaboration with the 
University of Ilorin to be submitted 
to the Japanese government regard-
ing the research project that has to 
do with nutraceuticals and develop-
ing food supplement in the country

beyond six months.
’Exclusive breast feeding really 

has great impact on the child, because 
a healthy child would definitely be a 
productive child, hence the need for us 
to support the campaign. Apart from the 
emotional attachment the child develops 
with the mother, the health benefit is 
also important to the children,’’ he said.

The Commissioner further advised 
fathers to be willing partners for the 
exclusive breast feeding campaign as 
well as encourage their wives.

Speaking earlier, the South West 
UNICEF Specialist, Ada Ezeogu appre-
ciated the Government for providing 
veritable media platform that would fast 
track the dissemination of the campaign 

on exclusive breast feeding, saying the 
World Exclusive Breast Feeding Day 
was meant to create awareness on exclu-
sive breast feeding of a child for the first 
six months of birth, adding that this pro-
cess is the most beneficial and preventive 
measure against infant mortality.

‘’I want to commend Ogun State Gov-
ernment for the political will to partner 
UNICEF in enlightening the populace, 
especially nursing mothers,’’ she said.

Breastfeeding or nursing is the 
feeding of babies and young children 
with milk from a woman’s breast. 
Health professionals recommend that 
breastfeeding begin within the first 
hour of a baby’s life and continued as 
often and as much as the baby wants. 
During the first few weeks of life babies 
may nurse roughly every two to three 
hours. The duration of a feeding is usu-
ally ten to fifteen minutes on each breast.  
Older children feed less often. Mothers 
may pump milk so that it can be used 
later when breastfeeding is not possible.  

Breastfeeding has a number of benefits 
to both mother and baby, which infant 
formula lacks. 

Deaths of an estimated 820,000 
children under the age of five could 
be prevented globally every year with 
increased breastfeeding.  Breastfeeding 
decreases the risk of respiratory tract 
infections and diarrhea, both in devel-
oping and developed countries.  Other 
benefits include lower risks of asthma, 
food allergies, celiac disease, type 1 dia-
betes, and leukemia.  Breastfeeding may 
also improve cognitive development and 
decrease the risk of obesity in adulthood.  
Mothers may feel pressure to breast-
feed; however in the developed world 
children generally grow up normally 
when bottle feed. 

Benefits for the mother include less 
blood loss following delivery, better 
uterus shrinkage, weight loss, and less 
postpartum depression. Breastfeeding 
delays the return of menstruation and 
fertility, a phenomenon known as lac-
tational amenorrhea. 
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New NHIS helmsman takes charge
T

he new Executive 
Secretary of the Na-
tional Health Insur-
ance Scheme (NHIS), 
Usman Yusuf, a pro-

fessor, has taken charge of 
business at the Scheme.

Yusuf, who engaged the 
leadership of the Scheme in 
two full days of house-keeping 
and agenda-setting exercise, 
communicated to his top staff 
the substance of his presiden-
tial mandate at the Scheme, 
towards ensuring that the 
management and staff of the 
Scheme get a clear view of the 
new order.

Addressing management 
of the organisation, he sum-
marised his mandate, which 
he described as unambiguous, 
as refocusing and repositioning 
NHIS such that it delivers value 
for all Nigerians.

The Professor of Haematol-
ogy-Oncology and Bone Mar-
row Transplantation said “my 
mandate at the Scheme is to 
design and implement strate-
gies and instruments that will 
make NHIS a good steward of 
the nation’s commonwealth”, 
adding that the new process 
will pointedly have no place 
for vices and distractions like 
“corruption, inefficiency, im-
punity and political patronage”. 

Yusuf therefore advised 
all staff of the Scheme nation-
wide to gear up for an internal 
change process that will lead 
to the evolution of an efficient, 

dynamic, purposeful, respon-
sible and purpose-minded 
organization that is well able to 
address the expectations of all 
Nigerians, irrespective of social 

and economic circumstances.
  He however said special 

attention will be accorded to 
supporting the poor and the 
vulnerable in the informal sec-
tor to be able to access efficient 
healthcare without financial 
constraints.

The new NHIS boss, who is a 
Fellow of the West African Col-
lege of Physicians, pledged to 
run an “open, listening and in-
clusive” administration, while 
being “fair, just and firm” at 
all times, even as he promised 
staff of the Scheme that hard 
work and excellence will be 
rewarded.

Affirming his zero tolerance 
for laziness, gossips, excuses 
and mediocrity, Professor Yu-
suf stressed that he will pursue 
with passion, issues associated 
with staff welfare, training and 
capacity building.

Meanwhile, the Professor 
of Paediatrics has unveiled a 
seven-week transition pro-
gramme, highlights of which 
include presentations from 
heads of the various depart-
ments, meetings with non-
management staff of the 
agency, consultations with 
leadership and members of 
trade unions, familiarisation 
and sensitisation meetings 

with Zonal and State office 
Coordinators of the Scheme, 
engagements with critical 
stakeholders of the industry, a 
management retreat to assess 
the mandate of the Scheme 
vis-à-vis issues with its rapid 
progress, for the purpose of 
charting the way forward.

Also significant in the tran-
sition agenda are meetings 
with committees of the Nation-
al Assembly with oversight 
responsibilities for the health 
sector, as well as partnership 
building advocacies to media 
institutions.    

In his remarks at a brief 
handing over ceremony at 
the end of the 2-day brief-
ing sessions, the former act-
ing Executive Secretary,‘Femi 
Akingbade, assured the new 
Executive Secretary that NHIS 
remains the hub of the coun-
try’s quest for Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC), while stating 
that the Scheme has the poten-
tials for meeting the nation’s 
expectations.

He thanked management 
and staff of the Scheme for their 
cooperation in his 15-months 
of stewardship as acting head 
of the agency, while request-
ing maximum support for the 
new chief.

Helicopter emergency medical service comes to the rescue in Lagos state

T
he Lagos State gov-
ernment has un-
veiled its medical 
helicopter emer-
gency service, to 

further boost critical health-
care delivery to patients in 
emergency cases who with-
out prompt attention could 
lose their lives. 

The commissioning of the 
helicopter service took place 
on Thursday at the Lagos 
State University Teaching 
Hospital (LASUTH), to pro-
vided helicopter emergency 
medical services (EMS) which 
are vital cogs in critical-care 
emergencies where the life 
of a major trauma victim may 
be at stake.

Contrary to insinuations 
that the Lagos state helicopter 
medical emergency service 
is the first of its kind in the 
country it is at best the sec-
ond. The concept was first 
birthed over 4 years ago by a 
private firm, Flying Doctors 
Nigeria (FDN) Limited, a Med-
ical Emergency Service that 
specializes in air ambulances, 
medevac, medico-logistics 
services, remote site medical 
solutions services, medical 
infrastructural development 
and medical training services.

With a Head Office at the 
International Airport in La-
gos, Nigeria, Flying Doctors 
Nigeria operates stations 
manned by specially trained 
medical doctors across the 
country from where real-
time responses are affected. 
This is to ensure high quality 
medical solutions to meet all 
requirements.

In the field of Emergency 
Medical Services, time plays 
a very important role as care 
needs to reach the patients 
as early as possible to assist 
them with immediate care 
and take them to the nearest 
hospital, if needed. Even a 
delay of a fraction of a second 
may cost the patient’s life. To 
cope up with this situation, a 
series of improvements have 
been made to serve people in 
a more efficient manner in 
critical emergency medical 
situations.

Prime Air Ambulance, 
an Indian Service provider 
notes that a few years ago, 
an ambulance was used only 
to take patients to hospitals. 
Whereas, today, the modern 
ambulances comprise of lat-
est technological equipments 
so that patients can be given 
emergency services even 
before reaching the nearest 

hospital. In some of the cases, 
transporting the patient to a 
bigger hospital is not required 
due to the treatment provided 
in the nearest hospital. On the 
other hand, there are some of 
the places across many cities 
in our country that are not ac-
cessible to regular ambulance 
services because of lack of 
development or space within 

that area. These areas may be 
remote areas or places that 
can’t be reached quickly by a 
normal sized ambulance. 

In these cases, it would be 
more suitable if we use an air 
ambulance. An air ambulance 
is an aircraft which is used 
for emergency medical as-
sistance for quicker response 
to areas where air transport 

facility is mostly available. 
Apart from functioning as 
a traditional ambulance, an 
air ambulance consists of all 
the required medical equip-
ments like ECG, ventilators, 
medicine, and stretchers etc. 
Moreover, a group of medical 
personnel is also aboard with 
the air ambulance to assist 
the patient in the best pos-
sible manner.
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Sports
SuperSport delight football fans with live EPL actions

F
ootball fans are in for lots of excitement 
as MultiChoice Nigeria is ready to 
bring an unforgettable and unmatched 
2016/17 Premier League football season 
to fans across the continent.

Last season was unpredictable and exciting 
as Leicester City were crowned EPL champions.

Football lovers all over the world are an-
ticipating another unpredictable season with top 
coaches like Pep Guardiola, Jose Mourinho, An-
tonio Conte, Arsene Wenger and Jurgen Klopp 
going against one another in the Premier League.

To make this season more memorable, Mul-
tiChoice Nigeria together with SuperSport, the 
world of champions, will screen day two matches 
of the Premier League with a live studio broad-
cast on Sunday, 14 August at the Indoor Sports 
Hall of the National Stadium, Surulere, Lagos.

Football lovers will also have the opportunity 
to receive a special guest, Liverpool legend, John 
Barnes at the Indoor Sports Hall, National Sta-
dium, Surulere, Lagos on Sunday, 14 August 2016.

The Anfield ace will be on hand at DStv’s new 
football season kick-off event where fans can 
get to meet the legend and watch Manchester 
United go up against Bournemouth at 1:30 pm 
and Arsenal face Liverpool at 4 pm which will 
be broadcast on SuperSport 3.

Barnes, widely regarded as one of the finest 
attacking players to grace the English league 
also had success in music as well. He wrote Liv-
erpool’s groove, Anfield Rap, a Liverpool FC FA 
cup final song.

With an excellent knowledge of the game, 
John works as an analyst for SuperSport and a 
pundit for ESPN.  

“This season we decided to screen day two 
matches at the National Stadium to give more 
football lovers the opportunity to witness the 
game in high definition amid funfair”, said Martin 
Mabutho, GM Marketing, MultiChoice Nigeria.

”Our ongoing Live Your Dream campaign 
starring Watford FC striker, Odion Ighalo, 

already set things in motion. Our subscribers 
can rest assured that this football season will be 
packed with so much entertainment and exciting 
offers”, Mabutho concluded.

Match day two promises to be exciting as 
the “big” teams come out to play. Last season 
sixteenth placed Bournemouth will play at home 
against Manchester United. United finished 
fifth last season but has since hired the ‘Special 
One’, Jose Mourinho to get them back to their 
glory days. Red Devils and a lot of Mourinho’s 
supporters and foes will be looking forward to 
this game. Players like Zlantan and Pogba will 
be making their debuts for United.

At least 300 of the matches will be broad-
cast live, confirming SuperSport as the football 
destination of choice for viewers across Africa. 

The sports channel’s breadth and depth of the 
coverage, which will include first-class Premier 
League TV buildups with respected analysts, will 
remain unrivalled on the continent.

There will be little respite for Premiership 
fans as there will also be five weeks in the season 
with mid-week games that will air on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. Depending on channel avail-
ability, all 10 matches could be broadcast live, as 
was the case in the previous season.

DStv Compact customers will continue to 
enjoy the best football leagues in the world this 
new football season. SS11 will continue to be 
the home of the EPL while SuperSport 12 will 
once again become a dedicated 24-hour La Liga 
channel where fans of teams like Real Madrid 
and Barcelona will have plenty to enthuse about 

when the season starts on 19 August 2016.
Thanks to the Spanish league’s staggered 

kick-off times, up to 80 percent of the 380 match-
es will be live. The balance of games will be on 
either SS5 or SS7 on an either live or delayed basis.

SuperSport will also broadcast the UEFA 
Super Cup (Real Madrid v Sevilla) on Tuesday, 
August 9, plus the Champions League, of which 
100 of the 125 matches will be broadcast live from 
September 13 until the final in June 2017.

The Europa League will also enjoy wall-
to-wall coverage – 205 matches in all with at 
least 120 live. Other great football properties on 
SuperSport include the FA Cup, the Capital ONE 
Cup, the Spanish Super Cup, Copa Del Rey final 
and the German Cup.

Rio 2016: Sports ministry, federations set to clash over funds

T
here might be some confu-
sion in the Nigerian camp 
at the ongoing Rio 2016 
Olympic Games over the 
non-release of funds to 

athletes and officials.
 According to reports, the Federal Gov-

ernment had already approved funds 
for the athletes and officials to meet 
certain obligations.

 However, a reliable source confirmed 
that the budget for each of the federa-
tions and the Nigeria Olympic Commit-
tee (NOC) had yet to be released by of-
ficials of the Federal Ministry of Sports.

 Some athletes had begun to complain 
of poor kitting, especially warm cloth-
ing.

 They said they would have used part 
of their funds to buy warm clothing and 
other necessities now that the weather 
had suddenly changed, the source said.

 ``It had been cloudy in the last few 
days that many had to head off to 
purchase warm clothing, while those 
who had come with some had to dust 
them up.

 ``Why they are refusing to release 
the funds is defying every logic,’’ the 
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source said.
 It was also gathered that the main 

organising body allocated four vehicles 
to Team Nigeria.

 But, one of the ministry officials had 
refused to pay the organisers so that 
drivers could be allocated to them, the 
source said.

 Also, some federations that had some 
of their equipment to clear had been 
facing uphill tasks in doing that, the 
source said.

 The source said it was bad enough 
that the funds were not released in 
good.

 And if it had been released by now, it 
was yet to reach those who would be in 
need of the funds to meet their obliga-
tions, it said.

 The ministry officials, however, 
refused to talk to newsmen about it, 
insisting that they had asked for an 
emergency meeting where the issues 
would be resolved amicably. 

The summer games, which officially 
commenced on Aug. 5, will end on Aug. 
21. (NAN)
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Messi reverses decision to retire from national team

L
ionel Messi  has  an-
nounced he wants to 
return to Argentina’s 
national team, less than 
two months after retir-

ing from international football.
 Messi, 29, quit after Argentina’s 

Copa America final defeat by Chile 
in June. 

But in a statement reported by 
media in Argentina, the Barcelona 
striker said he wanted to play to 
“to help from within.”

 New coach Edgardo Bauza will 
announce his squad for Septem-
ber’s two World Cup qualifiers at 
22:00 BST.

 Messi missed in the penalty 
shootout defeat by Chile, as Ar-
gentina lost a fourth major final 
in nine years.

 “A lot of things went through 
my mind on the night of the final 
and I gave serious thought to quit-

ting, but my love for my country 
and this shirt is too great,” Argen-
tina’s all-time record goalscorer is 

reported as saying.
 “We need to fix many things in 

Argentinian football, but I prefer 
to do this from inside and not criti-
cise from outside.”

 Argentina face 2018 World 
Cup qualifiers at home to Uruguay 
and away to Venezuela in the first 
week of September.

 Messi’s only major interna-
tional honour is Olympic gold at 
the 2008 Games in Beijing.

 As well as losing two Copa 
America finals on penalties to 
Chile, he was in the Argentina 
side beaten 1-0 by Germany in the 
2014 World Cup final.

 The forward, who was been 
awarded the Ballon d’Or for the 
world’s best player five times, was 
also on the losing side against Bra-
zil in the 2007 Copa America final.

Arsenal rekindle rivalry with Liverpool

T
he battle for the 2016/17 Premier 
League title gets underway as 
Arsene Wenger and Jurgen 
Klopp go head-to-head once 

again in the pick of the fixtures on the 
opening weekend of the season.

Liverpool’s trip to North London 
definitely the standout fixture of this 
weekend, which provides an early op-
portunity for Jurgen Klopp‘s side to upset 
Arsenal.

Given their home advantage, it is no 
surprise to see the Gunners as favourites 
to pick up all three points on their own 
turf.

But injuries to Laurent Koscielny, Per 
Mertesacker and Gabriel all missing, 
youngsters Calum Chambers and Rob 
Holding potentially starting could be a 
big blow for the Gunners.

Arsenal come into the game on the 
back of a 3-2 friendly win over Manches-
ter City, but find themselves very short 
on numbers in defence.

Liverpool, meanwhile, played in a 
staggering 9 pre-season friendlies, win-
ning 6 of them. A 4-0 win over Barcelona 
at Wembley was followed up with a 4-0 
defeat to Mainz the very next day. Jurgen 
Klopp’s side have also been very active in 
the transfer window, with Sadio Mane, 
Georginio Wijnaldum and Joel Matip 
among their new recruits.

Jurgen Klopp’s side begin the season 
on a high, though they face injury con-
cerns as significant as Arsenal’s. Liver-
pool’s transfer business is largely com-
plete and their pre-season form has been 
exceptional at times, culminating in an 
electrifying 4-0 demolition of Barcelona 
at Wembley.

Liverpool look nearly as light as Ar-
senal in defensive areas so should both 
sides formidable attacks click on Sunday 
than we may have a contender for game 
of the season inside the opening week.

Arsenal had an impressive record in 
their five pre-season friendlies, scoring 
17 goals, with victories over the MLS All 
Stars, Chivas de Guadalajara, Viking FK 
and Manchester City, as well as a draw 
with Lens. The win over English oppo-
sition in Gothenburg was particularly 
impressive, Theo Walcott proving to be 
quite the super-sub in a 3-2 comeback.

Liverpool’s pre-season has been less 
consistent, with disappointing losses 
to Roma, Chelsea and Mainz, but the 
highs have been far higher than most 
supporters could have imagined. None 
more so than the 4-0 obliteration of a 
strong Barcelona side in front of nearly 
90,000 fans at Wembley. It will be up 
to Klopp to translate that sort of display 
when it counts.

Granit Xhaka – The third most ex-
pensive signing in Arsenal’s history at 
£35million hype has already been build-

... as EPL kicks off

ing for the former Borussia Monchengla-
dbach midfielder after an impressive 
Euro 2016 and a string of solid displays 
in pre-season.

With Liverpool expected to press high 
and with force Xhaka will be crucial at 
the base of the midfield, where it will 
be up to him to retain possession and, 
Wenger will hope, spot the holes Klopp’s 
men leave behind them.

Wenger: “Everybody’s ambitious 
- never has the Premier League been 
gifted with so many ambitious people or 
clubs at the start of the season.

“We have Jose Mourinho at Manches-
ter United, Antonio Conte at Chelsea, Pep 
Guardiola at Man City, Klopp at Liver-
pool, so it’s a little bit a world champion-
ship of managers as well.”

Klopp: “I never in my life made a deci-
sion about the line-up one week before 

the game because experience teaches 
you that everything can happen.

“We will have 11 very good players 
on the pitch against Arsenal and we will 
have a very strong bench, I’m really sure. 
But at this moment I have no idea who 
is where.”

With the home side looking fragile at 
the heart of their defence, and Liverpool 
also missing Mamadou Sakho and Joel 
Matip, the match is likely to be full of 
chances.

As is the case with the entire Premier 
League this season, there is a feeling that 
anything could happen at the Emirates 
on Sunday. 

Both sides will have new players in 
their team, and there could be that early-
season rustiness that can often affect 
teams in August.
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USA: How low can Republican 
Party stoop to win the presidency?

I
f there’s one thing the Republican Party 
hates it’s being out of power. But their 
problem is that for years the party has 
been in the clutches of the extreme right, 
a faction whose conservative agenda is 

too narrow to appeal to the national electorate. 
The moderate center of the party, which could 
have national appeal, has been stampeded into 
impotent silence by the dominating “Tea Party” 
and the National Rifle Association. 

For instance, the conservative solution to gun 
violence is that all citizens should carry guns—to 
work, to school, to movie houses, on buses and 
trains and wherever else. Which is like carrying 
cans of kerosene ready to put out any outbreak 
of fire.

Conservatives are opposed to affordable 
health care for all; opposed to affordable 
university education for all; opposed to national 
standards for elementary and secondary 
education; opposed to abortion in all cases, 
even when the pregnancy resulted from rape or 
incest, or the foetus is deformed or the mother’s 
life is in danger.

Unfortunately for Republicans, the majority of 
Americans disagree. The things they oppose are 
the very things the majority of Americans want. 

Americans are thoroughly shaken by the 
pervasive gun violence which may strike 
anytime, anywhere, even in the most secure 
communities. 

Most Americans may not be knowledgeable 

enough or brave enough to start a movement 
to clarify and amend the Second Amendment 
of the Constitution which the Gun Lobby wield 
as their anchor and shield. But most Americans 
are horrified by the notion that every citizen 
should go about their daily business carrying a 
loaded gun! They may not know how exactly to 
reduce or end gun violence; but they know that 
the conservative cure is worse than the disease.

Ironically,  the world today (America 
included) is the world the Republicans (Nixon, 
Reagan, Bush I & II) built (aided by their foreign 
counterparts, Germany’s  Helmut Kohl and 
Britain’s Margaret Thatcher). The last Republican 
presidency, that of George W. Bush, 2001-2009, 
started out relatively moderate but was soon 
captured by the conservatives, then known as 
“neo-cons.” In response to the terrorist attack 
of 9/11 Bush started two wars. The first, in 
Afghanistan to hunt down the terrorists, was 
partially successful in subduing the Taliban and 
emasculating al Qaeda; but it was left to the 
incoming Democratic presidency to track down 
and execute arch-terrorist Osama bin Laden.

Bush’s second war, in Iraq, which the neo-
cons conned him into, was a total disaster. Not 
only did it consume several thousand American 
lives, but no “weapons of mass destruction” were 
ever found. The neo-cons and their henchmen 
took over the profitable oil fields, which was their 
target all along.  Iraq’s bloody dictator Saddam 
Hussein, who had stood as a bulwark against al 
Qaeda, was tracked down and executed; but, 
paradoxically, his exit let loose the forces of 
civil strife between Shiite and Sunni Muslims, 
and cleared the field for the emergence of ISIS, 
a deadly force immeasurably larger and more 
terrible than al Qaeda.

America’s victory in Iraq was a pyrrhic victory, 
a huge boomerang reverberating to this day. 

On the domestic front, Bush and his neo-
cons gave cover to Wall Street predators as 
they wrecked the economy. Their reckless 
and irresponsible policies, with no one to rein 
them in, smashed the real estate industry, 
the banking industry, and the automobile 
industry. The “free trade agreements,” which the 
Republicans presently rail about, were approved 
and supervised by a Republican-controlled 
Congress that had the Democratic presidency 

of Bill Clinton (1993-2001) in a strangle-choke-
hold. The dismantling and expatriation of 
America’s manufacturing industry which began 
under the supervision of that same Republican 
Congress, was completed under George Bush 
and the neo-cons. US corporations simply 
transferred their factories to China, Viet Nam, 
Mexico, Dominican Republic, etc. where labor 
is dirt-cheap and profits stratospheric, leaving 
behind millions of jobless and homeless and a 
dying middle class.

What Democrat Barack Obama inherited in 
2009 was a disaster of an economy. He has spent 
eight years of imagination and audacity cleaning 
up the mess, creating jobs, reviving the middle 
class, and nursing the country back to economic 
health. America’s economic earthquake was felt 
all around the globe.  And as America has been 
recovering, so has the rest of the world. 

But the Republicans give no credit whatsoever 
to Obama for his work in saving the economy. For 
eight years they have opposed his every move, 
gridlocked his policy initiatives in Congress, and 
are still dead set against gun control.

How does the extreme-conser vative 
Republican Party propose to win the presidency 
in 2016 where the electorate are mostly moderate-
to-liberal? Their candidate Donald Trump is 
an abominable specie, loathed by the party 
leadership whom he despises in equal measure. 
The party leadership don’t know what to do 
with Trump. They know he is thoroughly unfit 
for the job. In politics and public affairs he is 
an ignoramus. In foreign affairs in particular 
he is a global embarrassment as both America’s 
allies and enemies laugh at his upside-down 
pronouncements.

Nevertheless, the Republican leadership will 
shamefacedly continue to prop him up, holding 
their noses at his stench. Their hope is that they 
can vilify and demonize Hillary Clinton enough 
to succeed in wresting the presidency from 
the Democrats. The conservatives would then 
wrestle down Trump and keep him on a tight 
leash. They would make and execute policy in 
his name—as the neo-cons did in Bush’s name. 
Then would follow another four to eight years of 
Republican mess-up, which another Democratic 
presidency would have to clean up. 
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Week
Quotes of the

Computer Virus–the words alone provoke images 
of vanishing data, crashing PC’s, and financial ruin. 
Emerging from obscurity 12 years ago to front page 
news, the computer virus has been portrayed in 
Hollywood as everything from a way to siphon off 
millions of dollars, to a secret weapon to bring down 
an alien enemy. The popular press has had its share 
of fun with Michelangelo, Melissa, and the Love 
Letter as well.

While maybe not as dramatic as Hollywood 
portrayals or USA Today reports, viruses are a daily 
nuisance for both home and corporate computer 
users. With each new virus, a dozen antivirus 
vendors swing into action to find a cure. We spoke 
to product managers and researchers at Panda, 
McAfee, Symantec, and eSafe to get some insight 
into their work. In this two-part article, we’ll ex-
plore a few of the techniques these vendors use to 
identify and detect viruses.

 Details of the work antivirus researchers con-
duct is shrouded in secrecy. Their goal is to produce 
an antivirus product that can discover both known 
and unknown viruses and malicious code, stop 
it, and whenever possible, reverse any damage 
performed. Among the AV companies themselves 
there is an interesting dichotomy. While an indi-
vidual company’s technology is proprietary, the 
various antivirus research labs exchange viruses 
for analysis with other antivirus labs. 

These exchanges are based on trusts gained 
through personal relationships, and years of 
working together in the trenches. The idea of an 
antivirus company researcher providing a live 
virus to an untrustworthy source and then seeing 
that virus released into the wild is unthinkable. 
Researchers test with existing viruses, and do not 
create their own. 

In addition, unlike security companies who hire 
hackers to find system weaknesses that can assist in 
designing better security technology, the antivirus 
companies we spoke with claim they never hire 
anyone who has written a virus. 

Blogs
From the 

“Anyone who has spent a full week in Lagos will 
have no difficulty in confirming the notorious 
activities being perpetrated by officials of KAI 
with impunity, particularly on the Island area of 
the state”. Elias Ozikpu, playwright and novelist.
“All the earnings of Buratai since he joined the 
army, if all were saved cannot buy a house in 
Dubai, let alone two. The investigation should 
make Buratai to let the country know that he did 
other businesses to buy the property in question”. 
Yinka Odumakin, publicity secretary, pan Yoruba 
social cultural group, Afenifere.
“Governor Ambode needs to be reminded of the 
over-zealousness of KAI-LASTMA officials and 
the recklessness, also, of BRT bus drivers, and 
the fact that N139 million may replace buses, but 
it will not replace a life that has been lost. The 
Governor sounds as if the loss of these buses is 
more painful than the death of Nnamdi, the street 
hawker who was chased to his death”. Reuben 
Abati, former spokesperson to ex-president 
Goodluck Jonathan. 

Numbers
45%
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission on 
have said it would uphold the court ruling mandating 
it to reverse the 45 per cent increase in electricity 
tariffs across the country. 

30%
International Energy Agency, IEA, has said that 
China now accounts for 30 percent of Africa’s 
energy growth, with more than 200 Greenfield 
power projects.


