
Go Forward
Dealing with Rejection

We have learned to focus on marching forward and leaving the past behind. So many people 
become mired in their past, and never move forward and receive the blessings God has 
promised them. To be focused on the past is to forestall the future God has planned for us. 
Let’s March forward together and achieve the greatness to which God has called us.
Philippians 3:13-14 (KJV) 13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, 14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.

• During the past several weeks of teaching, we concluded with this statement
• I am forgetting my past and Marching Forward into My Future!
• What was Jesus’ attitude about the past/

Luke 9:62 (KJV)  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

• Tu plow a straight furrow, you must focus on the end of the row, not looking back or to 
the side

Proverbs 4:25 (KJV)  Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before 
thee.
Proverbs 4:25 (NLT)  Look straight ahead, and fix your eyes on what lies before you. 

• The Holy Spirit told me this:
• Jesus did not talk to people about what He was going through: He talked about where 

He was going TO. It is really not about the journey: It’s about the Destination
• Some people are mired in their past because of the rejection and hurt they have 

experienced.
• How did Jesus deal with rejection? 
• Before He was born, it was prophesied that He would be rejected.

Isaiah 53:3 (KJV)  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

• Jesus rejection by men was predicted by Isaiah about 700 years before he was born.
• How did Jesus deal with rejection?
• There were many instances in which Jesus experienced rejection,. Let’s look together at 

one specific instance
• Jesus called Himself the Bread of Life

John 6:58-61 (KJV) 58  This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers 
did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. 59  These things 
said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 60  Many therefore of his disciples, 
when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? 61  When Jesus knew 
in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? 

• They were offended because they were focused on natural things, not spiritual things. 
Jesus explained to them

John 6:63-69 (KJV) 63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words 



that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 64  But there are some of you that 
believe not. 

• Jesus was speaking to them about consuming His Word, not literally eating His flesh
For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray 
him. 65  And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were 
given unto him of my Father. 66  From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked 
no more with him.

• At the conclusion of this message, Jesus lost almost all His followers. He was rejected, 
not because He did something wrong, but because of His commitment to God and His 
Word. He was rejected because He said “You must eat, you must consume the Word to 
have eternal life. In essence He was rejected because His attitude was “:It’s all about the 
Word”

• At this point in His ministry Jesus could have entered into the “Paralysis of Analysis” 
He could have grieved over His rejection, trying to figure out why everyone left. Instead, 
He adopted a different attitude

67  Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 
• Do you guys want to go too?
• Not,  “oh please don’t leave. I can’t make it without you. I can’t stand the rejection”
• He said “if you want to go, go!”
• Jesus never grieved over the past or what people said and did. He was determined to go 

forward.
68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life. 69  And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.

• Peter chose the right response. The only thing that really matters is having the Word!
• Jesus was not focused on the things that happened to Him. He didn’t complain or talk 

to others about what a hard time He was having
• Jesus did not talk to people about what He was going through: He talked about where 

He was going TO

John 16:27-28 (NLT) 27  for the Father himself loves you dearly because you love me and 
believe that I came from God. 28  Yes, I came from the Father into the world, and now I will 
leave the world and return to the Father.”

• Let’s have the same attitude as Jesus. He refused to be a prisoner of the past. He 
refused to be controlled by rejection. He went forward into the future

• Remember Paul’s words
Philippians 3:13-14 (KJV) 13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, 14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.

• I am forgetting my past and Going Forward into My Future!



 


