


The Skeleton Key
Erin Kelly
Hodder & Stoughton 
– £16.99
Fifty years ago, The Golden 
Bones – a book combined
with a treasure hunt – became
a worldwide smash. But for the 
family of the author, sinister
consequences echo through
the decades. Totally original, 
this is a feast of a thriller.

GOTHIC TALES

River of Ashes
Alexandrea Weis and 
Lucas Astor 
Vesuvian Books – £8.99
A twisty, page-turning thriller 
that addresses strong social 
issues and dark family secrets. 
Filled with tension and 
Southern Gothic vibes, plus a 
terrifying bad guy in the form 
of psychopathic Beau, this is 
a strong start to a new series.

 MESMERISING 

THRILLER 

The Marriage Portrait
Maggie O’Farrell
Tinder Press – £14.99
Be whisked back to the 16th 
century with this lyrical, intense 
drama, inspired by a true story. 
Lucrezia, Duchess of Ferrara, 
realises her husband wishes 
her harm. But she has powerful 
inner resources that will allow 
her to � ght for her future. 

The Hidden Palace
Dinah Je� eries
HarperCollins – £8.99
Fleeing France in 1944, 
Florence returns to the UK, 
where her estranged mother 
begs a favour – can she � nd the 
sister who’s missing? Travelling 
back to Twenties Malta, this 
second book in the Daughters 
of War trilogy is true escapism. 

Forever Home
Graham Norton
Coronet – £20 (29 Sep)
When her husband develops 
dementia, Carol is forced out 
of their home by the heartless 
kids from his � rst marriage. 
But the house holds secrets 
of its own, which refuse to 
stay buried. Darkly comic, but 
packing an emotional punch. 

STAR TURNS

The Bullet that Missed
Richard Osman
Viking – £20 (15 Sep)
It’s the third instalment of the 
silver sleuths created by the 
former Pointless host. Ex-
spook Elizabeth is set 
a kill-or-be-killed challenge, 
while the rest of the gang are 
investigating two murders. A 
cosy, gag-packed adventure.

 HISTORICAL HITS

Best
books

As Autumn approaches, 
Deirdre O’Brien has 

picked a bumper crop 
of brilliant reads

for  September
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