
READING FLUENCY®

Flow Reading Fluency is a comprehensive, research-based 
program that not only shows teachers exactly how to improve 
reading fluency, but also provides them with all the student 
materials necessary to meet the needs of a wide range of learners.
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10 levels of fluency passages: 

each level contains 24 
nonfiction passages, for a 

total of 240 passages. 
All passages have
certified Lexile® measures.
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Precisely 

leveled texts 
allow you to 
differentiate 
with ease!

Each level of Flow Reading FluencyTM contains 
a specific range of leveled passages. There are 
24 high-interest, nonfiction passages in each 
level. All of the passages have certified Lexile 
measures, so you can perfectly match them to 
your readers. The passage Lexile® measures 
increase in increments of 10, which allows you 
to expertly scaffold the program by increasing 
text complexity at a developmentally 
appropriate pace. There are two to three 
passages within the same Lexile® measure.



High-interest 
passages that 
are specifically 

written for 
reading fluency
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Each passage is carefully written and formatted for 
reading fluency. The texts include interrogative and 
exclamatory sentences so students can practice 
intonation changes. Italicized words also provide 
opportunities for students to improve prosody.  

The passage level, 
passage number, and the 
passage Lexile® measure

Key vocabulary words and 
definitions that are essential 
to understanding the 
passage; the definitions are 
carefully written using 
student-friendly language.

After reviewing key 
vocabulary and before the 
cold reading, students will 
write a short prediction 
about the passage.

The number columns 
indicate the cumulative 
word count above each 
line. To calculate the 
number of words read, 
continue counting from the 
column number until you 
reach the last word read.

Key vocabulary words 
and vocabulary words 
for questions 3 and 4 
are in bold.

After the cold reading, students will subtract the number of errors 
from the total words read to find their cold score. Next, the students 
compute their goal. The “hot score” is added after the hot timing.



Each passage comes with a set of 
comprehension questions. The questions are 
expertly written to cover a variety of skills: 
determining the main idea, attending to details, 
using context clues, making inferences, and 
finding connections within various relationships. 

Comprehension 
questions cover a 

variety of skills.
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Question 1
focuses on the main 
idea of the passage.

Question 2
asks students to recall a 
detail from the passage.

Questions 3 & 4
requires students to use 
context clues to determine 
the meaning of a word in 
the passage.

Question 5 
requires students to use 
inferential thinking to 
answer. Students must 
merge clues from the 
passage with prior 
knowledge to make a 
conclusion.

Question 7 
focuses on various 
relationships: sequence, 
compare & contrast, 
problem & solution, 
cause & effect

Passage Summary
The student will write a 
summary of the passage. 
Encourage students to 
write a summary that is 
5-7 sentences.

Question 6 
varies for each passage. It 
will either be an inference 
question (like Question 5), 
or it will focus on a 
relationship within the 
passage (like Question 7).
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Progress monitoring 

that actively involves 
and intrinsically 

motivates students

Students graph their performance 
for each passage they complete. 
This provides students with 
at-a-glance feedback on their 
progress as they move through the 
program. Students are genuinely 
motivated to “beat” their cold score 
and track their comprehension. 

There are three different graphs: 
Levels 1-4 (1 min.), Levels 5-10 (1 min.), 
and Levels 5-10 (2 min.)

Students graph their cold 
reading and hot reading 
scores in the fluency graph 
using blue and red colored 
pencils, respectively. This 
graph also allows students 
to clearly see their growth 
over time.

Students record their cold 
scores followed by their 
goals for each passage. 
After the hot timing, 
students will add their hot 
scores.

After the teacher corrects 
the comprehension portion, 
the student (or teacher) 
shades in the correctly 
answered questions.
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# Passage Title Topic Lexile® 
Measure

Word 
Count

1 Say No to Balloons Balloon Pollution 700 230

2 No Ordinary Mammal Sloths 700 230

3 Nature’s Cleanup Crew Decomposers 710 231

4 Look but Don’t Touch Monarch Butterflies 710 232

5 Fish That Fish Angler Fish 720 223

6 Adventurous Eating Exotic Delicacies 720 229

7 The Journey to Statehood Texas and the Alamo 730 235

8 Exploring Unknown Lands Lewis and Clark 730 235

9 The Science of Food Food Scientists 740 202

10 Ancient Trees Ginkgo Trees 740 234

11 Many Kinds of Pilots Aviation pilots 750 218

12 Leaves of Three Poison Ivy 750 226

13 Wild about Bats Bats 760 211

14 Living with Chimps Jane Goodall 760 227

15 Rock from Fire Igneous Rock 770 229

16 A Living Light Show Fireflies 770 229

17 A Stone of Hope Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 780 202

18 Reading with Fingertips Braille 780 226

19 No More Peanuts? Peanut Allergy 780 238

20 Earth’s Changing Surface Weathering and erosion 790 198

21 Painting Pain Frida Kahlo 790 199

22 A Hero for All Time Roberto Clemente 790 237

23 A Sticky Situation Velcro 800 193

24 A Talent for Escaping Harry Houdini 800 206

Level 7: Flow Reading FluencyTM

Lexile® Range: 700L-800L Word Count Range: 193-238
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Leaves of Three
Review Key Vocabulary

Make a Prediction

Read the Passage

Level:
Passage:

Lexile® :

7
12
750L

 Have you ever heard the 
saying “Leaves of three, let it be”? If 
so, you know to watch for poison ivy 
when you’re outdoors. However, it’s 
not always easy to recognize. That’s 
because there are different kinds, and 
they look different in different seasons.
 Poison ivy grows in almost all 
of North America. It grows in every 
US state except California, Alaska, 
and Hawaii. It can grow close to the 
ground or as a climbing vine or a 
shrub. Each stem has three leaves at 
the end. They can be red or green, 
depending on the season.
 Poison ivy causes a rash that 
gets red, itches, swells, and may form 
blisters. The cause of these symptoms 
is urushiol (you-ROO-shee-all), an 
odorless, colorless oil in the plant. 
You don’t need to touch the plant to 
get a rash. Touching something with 
the oil, such as a dog, can also spell 
trouble.

recognize

symptoms

aware

lotion

Recognize means to know or remember 
someone or something because of 
knowledge or past experience.

Symptoms are changes that are signs of 
sickness, harm, or something else bad.

Aware means to know about something 
or know that something exists.

Lotion is a smooth liquid that is rubbed 
on the skin.

 Not everyone gets a rash from 
touching urushiol oil, but well over 
half do. And if you get some on you, 
you might not be aware of it right 
away. It can take up to five days for 
a rash to break out. If you get one, 
cool showers and calamine lotion 
can help. Call a doctor if you have a 
bad case of poison ivy. Otherwise, be 
patient. It will heal in a few weeks.

5
13
21
26
32
38
44
50
57
62
70
78
85
93
97

103
110
116
120
126
134
140
149

150
156
162
171
179
188
197
202
211
218
226
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Leaves of Three
Answer the Questions

Summarize the Passage

Level:
Passage:

Lexile® :

7
12
750L

1. What is the main idea of the passage?
a. You can get poison ivy from your 

dog.
b. You can get a rash from a plant 

known as poison ivy. 
c. You can usually treat poison ivy

at home.

2. In how many US states does poison
ivy grow?
a. 50
b. 42
c. 47

3. What does the word rash mean
in the passage?
a. a group of red spots on the skin
b. a group of unpleasant events that 

happen close together
c. something done quickly and without 

careful thinking

4. What does the word swells mean
in the passage?
a. becomes strong in feeling 
b. becomes bigger than usual
c. becomes greater in number

5. What can you conclude about how
to avoid poison ivy?
a. It’s hard to get poison ivy because 

it’s very easy to see it.
b. It’s important to pay attention

to plants when outdoors.
c. There’s no way to avoid poison ivy—

it’s a fact of life.

6. How could touching a dog most likely 
give someone poison ivy?
a. The dog could have urushiol oil on it 

from having touched the plant.
b. The dog could have eaten a poison 

ivy plant before licking you.
c. The dog could have gone near a 

poison ivy plant and been sprayed 
by it.

7. What causes poison ivy symptoms?
a. eating the plant
b. getting stung by an insect that eats 

the plant
c. getting oil from the plant on your skin
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Assisted-Reading 

Video Passages for 
all 240 passages

Each passage comes with an 
Assisted-Reading Video Passage. Students 
can follow along as they listen to an audio 
version of their passage. Each word is 
highlighted as it is read aloud.

The text highlighting is especially 
useful for students who struggle 
with text tracking.Provide your students with 

fluency models and 
guided practice. These 
videos combine the 
power of visual and audio 
support to improve 
reading fluency.  They are 
perfect for independent 
practice or centers. 

Students quickly access 
these on a tablet or 
Chromebook using a QR 
code. No software or 
student logins needed! 

LEVEL 1 

LEVEL 2

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 4

LEVEL 5

LEVEL 6

LEVEL 7

LEVEL 8

LEVEL 9

LEVEL 10

Click to
Preview

https://www.teacherthrivetribe.com/01Sample
https://www.teacherthrivetribe.com/02Sample
https://www.teacherthrivetribe.com/03Sample
https://www.teacherthrivetribe.com/04Sample
https://www.teacherthrivetribe.com/05Sample
https://www.teacherthrivetribe.com/06Sample
https://www.teacherthrivetribe.com/07Sample
https://www.teacherthrivetribe.com/08Sample
https://www.teacherthrivetribe.com/09Sample
https://www.teacherthrivetribe.com/10Sample
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Complete online 

professional 
development 

course for teachers

The Flow Reading Fluency course 
provides teachers with all the 
information and support they need 
to implement a comprehensive 
research-based reading fluency 
program. 



ALSO AVAILABLE IN DIGITAL!
Flow Reading Fluency DIGITAL offers teachers a 

100% digital option for improving reading fluency. 
Click here to learn more.

https://flowfluency.com



