
READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 428
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 20 April 2020 - SAT 25 April 2020
MON: ACTS 4:23-31, JN 3:1-8 TUE: ACTS 4:32-37, JN 3:7B-15 WED: ACTS 5:17-
26, JN 3:16-21 THU: ACTS 5:27-33, JN 3:31-36 FRI: ACTS 5:34-42, JN 6:1-15 SAT: 
1 PT 5:5B-14, MK 16:15-20

Introduction to The Letters of Saint 
Paul (Part 10 of 10)

PAUL’S JOURNEYS AND LETTERS

Hebrews. 67 A.D.

The question of who wrote this letter 
to the Jewish Christians has, unlike the 
disputed authorship of the pastoral letters, 
been a subject of debate from the earliest 
times. Not that is canonical status was 
often questioned, but up to the end of the 
4th century the Western Church denied 
that Paul had written it, and the Eastern 
Church only affirmed it with many 
reservations about its literary composition 
(Clement of Alexandria; Origen). Its 
vocabulary and style have a simplicity 

and distinction quite uncharacteristic 
of Paul; the way in which it quotes and 
uses the Old Testament is different from 
Paul’s; the usual Pauline greetings and 
introduction are lacking, and though its 
doctrine has Pauline overtones, it is so 
original that its immediate attribution to 
Paul is difficult. Most critics agree that 
Paul could not have been its author in the 
same sense as he was author of the other 
letters, but he is felt to have had sufficient 
influence, direct or (more likely) indirect, 
to warrant its inclusion from early times 
in the corpus Paulinum.

No sort of agreement exists as to who 
actually wrote the letter; Barnabas, 
Silas, Aristion, etc. have been suggested; 
perhaps the most likely is Apollos, the Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
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Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM OCD, Priests in 
Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex 
Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

19 April 2020 Year ADivine Mercy Sunday

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for children 
and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the name 
of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

In view of the continuing spread of the COVID-19 virus, and for the 
safety of the general faithful, the Archbishop has decided to continue 

the suspension of public Masses till further notice.
  

You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. 
Let us continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

During this period, our office staff will be working from home. If you 
have any enquries, you can still call the office number or email to us.

WAYS TO ENCOUNTER GOD in this period of Church closing and social distancing

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SINGAPORE
Masses: CatholicSG Youtube & CatholicSG Radio
Mass Reading and Scripture Reflection: CatholicSg mobile app

Devotion and Prayer Services
(i) Family Prayer Service arranged by Archbishop William Goh
(II) Stations of the Cross by The Cathedral of the Good Shepherd
(III) Saturday Novena Devotions (English and Chinese).



https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

How to make contributions to the church:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Method 2: via Cheque
Please make cheque payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”.
You may want to drop it off at the Parish Office or mail to 225A Queen Street Singapore 
188551. Please do not mail cash.

Alexandrian Jew who is praised by Luke 
for his eloquence, apostolic zeal and 
knowledge of the scriptures, Ac 18:24-
28. Not only are these qualities reflected 
in the letter itself, but its language and 
thought, by having sufficient affinity with 
Philo, also suggest Alexandrian culture. 
The argument of the letter, pleaded with 
rhetorical skill, is founded entirely on the 
Old Testament.

The place and date of writing are equally 
uncertain, and who it was intended for 
is unknown. But the author seems to 
be writing from Italy, 13:24, and he 
speaks as if the Temple were still open 
for worship, 8:4f, warning his readers 
against the temptation of going back 
to it, and, when he emphasises the 
transitory nature of the Mosaic cult, he 
makes no reference to the destruction of 
the Temple. This suggests he was writing 
before 70 A.D. On the other hand, he 
certainly makes use of Paul’s letters 
from prison and therefore wrote after 63. 
If the crisis behind the author’s urgent 
appeal for unshakeable faith, 10:25 etc., 
is the first threat of the Jewish War, the 
letter could be dated 67 A.D.

The title ‘to the Hebrews’ dates from 
the 2nd century and is well chosen. The 
letter clearly assumes not only that its 
readers are thoroughly familiar with the 
Old Covenant but that they are Jewish 
Christians, perhaps even Jewish priests, 
cf. Ac 6:7, to judge by the emphasis on 
public worship and ceremonial. Having 
become Christians, they seem to have left 
Jerusalem and gone for shelter to some 
coastal town like Caesarea or Antioch. 
They are tired of exile and think longingly 
of the splendour of Temple worship and 
of the part they played in it; their new 
faith is not very strong, and they have not 
yet properly understood it; persecution 

discourages them and they are tempted to 
go back.

The letter was written to them to try to 
prevent this happening, 10:19-39. To these 
exiles the author presents Christian life in 
the perspective of the Exodus, marching 
to the Place of Rest, the Promised Land of 
heaven, an exodus led not by Moses but 
by Christ, 3:1-6, and led by the same light 
of faith and hope that had accompanied 
their ancestors on the Exodus and had 
illumined all the saints of old, 3:7 – 4:11; 
11 passim. Christ himself replaces the 
old priesthood and, being a priest like 
Melchisedek, he is higher than Aaron, 
4:14 – 5:10; 7. The ineffectual sacrifices 
of Levitical worship are replaced by the 
one uniquely efficacious sacrifice of 
Christ himself, 8:1 – 10:18. To prove this, 
the author shows how Jesus Christ, the 
incarnate Son of God, is, as Leader and 
Priest, higher than all the angels and ruler 
of all things, ch. 1-2.

In this letter, strictly theological and 
exegetical passages alternate with 
passages of exhortation, but the main 
themes themselves are interwoven in 
a very intricate and oriental way, as 
disconcerting to some modern western 
readers as its method of using scripture. 
These are the reasons why this letter can 
tell us so much about typology, about the 
way the earliest Christians conceived the 
harmony of the Old and New Testaments, 
and about the way they understood the 
redemptive work of Jesus in terms of 
God’s whole plan of salvation. Add to 
all that it tells us its deep intuition into 
the centre of Christian belief, and it will 
be clear why this semi-Pauline unsigned 
document is one of the most important 
books of the New Testament.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

NOTE: All SPP150 talks will be cancelled due to the coronavirus alert
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