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From the Editor
Happy 2010 everyone!
It’s great to be back and goodness, so much has changed! 
I always find it amazing how being away even for the 
slightest time, you will return and notice things that 
you’ve never paid any attention to before. 

I went away over Christmas and when I came back 
a couple of days later, it felt like I was seeing the world 
through a fresh set of eyes. I literally found things I 
thought I had lost or misplaced! How fascinating! 
Note to self: Must go away for the weekend whenever 
I misplace something. That way I’m sure to find it when I 
get back.

Freeing ourselves from the daily grind gives us the 
opportunity to take a step back and assess what we have 
with a revitalised set of eyes, a renewed eagerness to 
improve and a reinvigorated passion to impress.

We spent countless hours figuring out: What can 
we do to improve, to create the ultimate Spotlight 
experience for you? And we believe we’ve got the 
answers.

More haste, less speed
Spotlight is now produced bi-monthly (that’s once in 
two months). It’s not that we’re slacking, far from it! We’re 
distilling the very best articles for you: and like good 
wine, this takes time. 

Here’s the schedule for this year, 
Issue 7: April/May
Issue 8: June/July
Issue 9: August/September
Issue 10: October/November
Issue 11: December/January

Source local
The wonderful thing about Spotlight is that we have 
fantastic Mac experts so willing to share their knowledge 
and spread the passion right in our very own backyard! 
It’s no surprise that you will notice a stronger Australian 
focus with our articles as we bring in more local flavour. 

Enjoy the very first issue of Spotlight for 2010 as we 
continue to bring you the best in all things Mac.

 – Trish Ho

mailto:editors%40tidbits.com?subject=
http://www.tidbits.com/
http://www.tidbits.com/terms/
http://www.tidbits.com/search/
http://www.tidbits.com/about/list.html
http://www.apple.com/legal/trademark/
http://www.appleusers.org/about/
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Nicholas' Dashboard

Welcome to 2010 and the new decade which has 
already heralded exciting times ahead for all Apple Users.

First Apple themselves have launched what we 
believe will be a new revolution in the way we use 
computers, in the form of the iPad. See our two feature 
stories covering this remarkable product.

Then, the AppleUsers Spotlight is also undergoing 
a few minor revolutions of our own. As mentioned in 
Trish’s editorial we have decided to change the Spotlight 
to a bi-monthly publication and we have new Australian 
based contributors coming on board in 2010. We are 
also opening up distribution of the Spotlight to all Apple 
Users.

Increased distribution options
When we first launched the AppleUsers Spotlight, we 
offered it as a free service to Australian Apple User Group 
and yes as appreciative as they were to get exclusive 
access to a quality magazine that they could provide to 
their own members, we had leaders and members of the 
User Groups encouraging us, right from Issue #1, to make 
the Spotlight available to all Apple Users.

So, we have listened to their, and other’s, feedback 
and now the Spotlight can be downloaded directly 
from the AppleUsers.org website by any user of Apple 
products. We have even made the first 5 issues publicly 
available.

Australian Apple User Groups are still welcome, and 
in fact are encouraged, to still promote distribute the 
Spotlight directly to their members. New Zealand based 
and other User Groups within the Oceania region are 
also welcome to distribute the Spotlight directly to their 
members as well.

We’ll also be announcing the launch of the new issues 
through a number of other avenues, including a post 
to the Apple General forum over at MacTalk, Australia’s 
favourite Apple forum, blog and podcast. Plus we’ll be 
submitting a Press Release to a PR distribution service 
dedicated exclusively to Apple products and related 
news, whose announcements are regularly picked up 
by major Mac News sites and services around the world. 
With access to MacTalk’s 28,000+ registered users, 
Australian Apple User Groups combined membership 

of over 5,000 users and the potential of worldwide 
distribution, we expect the Spotlight to continue to grow 
in leaps and bounds in the coming decade and the team 
here at AppleUsers.org look forward to you joining us 
each issue.
Download back issues of the Spotlight

Disc of the Month
Even though the Spotlight is only going to be published 
every second month, the Disc of the Month that 
AppleUsers.org produces for distribution via participating 
Australian Apple User Groups will still be released on a 
monthly schedule. So keep an eye on the various User 
Group websites and mailing lists each month for news 
on the latest released Discs and then we’ll promote two 
Discs per Spotlight issue – most likely the “previous” 
month’s Disc and the “current” title.

Nicholas’ Dashboard
Nicholas Pyers

http://forums.mactalk.com.au/apple-general/
http://www.mactalk.com.au/
http://www.appleusers.org/category/magazine/
http://www.appleusers.org/category/dotm/
http://www.s2d6.com/x/?x=c&z=s&v=2215686&r=[RANDOM]&k=spotlight
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Contest

There were some problems accessing the December 
Contest Page from the button found in the Spotlight. We 
are still investigating why some people had problems 
and others didn’t.

If you can’t access the entry button, you can always 
just head directly over to the AppleUsers.org website 
and go to the Contest category. The current contest is 
normally the first article in that category.

Contest website:
http://www.appleusers.org/category/contest

Contest Closes:
5pm EDST, February 28, 2010

How to Enter 
Entering the AppleUsers Spotlight Contest is simple. 

Simply click on the link found below, enter in your 
name, suburb and email address, along with this month’s 
magic word and click Submit. 

That’s it - You’re now entered into this month’s 
contest. 

February’s Prize Pool
February’s prize bundle has 11 great prizes:

 • 1 MacBundles (the bundle is available at time of the 
contest closing)

 • 1 On the Way to the Web: The Secret History of the 
Internet and Its Founders (by Apress)

 • 1 The Essential Guide to iPhone Application 
Development for Flash Users (by Apress)

 • 1 Take Control of Easy Mac Backups
 • 1 Take Control of Your iPhone Apps
 • 1 Take Control of Take Control of Running Windows on 

a Mac, Fourth Edition
 • 5 Squiz Card packs (50 Squiz Cards and a Squiz 

Dispenser per pack)
Details about each individual prize can be found on 

the Contest Entry Page on the AppleUsers.org website.

December’s Winners
The Winners of December’s contest were:

 • TheMacBundles #6, G Wirrell of Cooks Hill, NSW.
 • Taking Your iPod touch to the Max (by Apress), T Healy 

of Willoughby East, NSW.
 • Learn Cocoa on the Mac (by Apress),  T Denner of 

Hallett Cove, SA.
 • Take Control of Your iPhone Apps, P Harding of 

Glenhuntly, VIC.
 • Take Control of iPhone OS 3, K Robinson of Woodville 

South, SA.
 • Take Control of Buying a Mac, R Holmes of Sydney, 

NSW.
 • Take Control of Thanksgiving Dinner, W Harty of 

Coogee, NSW.
 • 5 x Squiz Card packs (50 Squiz Cards and a Squiz 

Dispenser per pack)
 – J Bollingmoore of Chester Hill, NSW.
 – A Schonfelder of Barrabool, VIC.
 – T Alexander of Maroubra, NSW.
 – B Smith of Yarraville, VIC.
 – H White of Montmorency, VIC.

Congratulations to all our winners last month and best of 
luck to you all this month

AppleUsers Contest

February’s Magic Word is: iPad

http://www.appleusers.org/category/contest
http://www.appleusers.org/contest/february-2010-contest/
http://www.appleusers.org/contest/february-2010-contest/
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Spotlight Cooks

Crispy Apple Coleslaw

Spotlight Cooks
Pam Doughty

Ingredients
2 cups cabbage shredded (or cabbage, peppers, onion 
and carrot)

2 medium unpeeled red and green apples, cored and 
diced

1 can crushed pineapple, drained

Handful of poppy seeds

1/2 cup fat-free mayonnaise 

Method
Mix cabbage, apples and crushed pineapple with 
mayonnaise in a large bowl. 

Refrigerate for at least one hour.

I use a corse grater plate in the food processor to ‘shred’ 
apples, cabbage and other vegetables and also add 
poppy seeds to the mayonnaise. 

The smaller photo shows my coleslaw hand chopped 
with larger chunky pieces.

If you already have a favourite coleslaw recipe, consider 
adding chopped of shredded red and green apples.

http://www.s2d6.com/x/?x=c&z=s&v=2561391&r=[RANDOM]&k=spotlight
http://www.macnotables.com
http://www.macnotables.com
http://www.macnotables.com


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 6, February/March 2010 8

Apple’s latest creation, which was announced on January 
28, 2010 is known as the iPad and it is a evolutionary 
device for browsing the web, reading and sending email, 
enjoying photos, watching videos, listening to music, 
playing games, reading e-books and much more!

 – Nicholas Pyers

iPad 
Apple’s Latest Creation

iPad – Apple’s Latest Creation 
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iPad – Apple’s Latest Creation “ “

Specifications
The iPad is slightly smaller than an A4 note pad. It is a 
mere 24.28cm high x 18.97cm wide x 1.34cm deep (that’s 
9.56 inches x 7.47 inches x 0.5 inch for those who prefer 
Imperial measurements) and weighs an incredibly light 
0.68 kg for the Wi-Fi Model (about the weight of a 600ml 
bottle of water) and 0.73 kg for the Wi–Fi + 3G model (1.5 
pounds and 1.6 pounds).

The display is a 9.7-inch (measured diagonally) LED-
backlit glossy widescreen Multi-Touch display with IPS 
technology with a 1024 x 768-pixel resolution at 132 
pixels per inch (ppi).

The iPad is powered by a 1GHz Apple A4 custom-
designed, high-performance, low-power system-on-a-
chip. It comes in three capacities: 16 Gb, 32 GB and 64 GB 
available as either Wi–Fi only or Wi-Fi + 3G.

Like the iPhone and iPod touch, there isn’t a physical 
keyboard built-in but rather a virtual multi-touch 
keyboard that can be customised by each application 
based on the task at hand.

The iPad is powered by built-in 25Whr rechargeable 
lithium-polymer battery that provides up to 10 hours of 
surfing the web on Wi-Fi, watching video or listening to 
music, and a month long standby mode. Charging is via 
power adapter or USB to computer system

The Dock Connector is used for a variety of purposes, 
including the traditional iTunes Syncing between your 
Mac or PC. It can also be connected to various adaptors 
to output 1024 x 768 pixel video to a projector or 576p 
and 480p, or 576i and 480i for connecting to TVs. You can 
import photos and video from your digital camera by 
either connecting your digital camera via a USB dongle or 
you can use the SD Card reader. 

Other input/output options include 3.5-mm stereo 
headphone jack, built-in speakers, a microphone and on 
the  Wi-Fi + 3G model only there is a Micro-SIM card tray. 
An accelerometer and an ambient light sensor are also 
standard.

Both the Wi-Fi and the Wi-Fi + 3G models have Wi-Fi 
(802.11 a/b/g/n) and Bluetooth 2.1 + EDR technology. 
The Wi-Fi + 3G model also has UMTS/HSDPA (850, 1900, 
2100 MHz) and GSM/EDGE (850, 900,1800, 1900 MHz) for 
Data only.

Both models can determine their location using Wi-Fi 
and the built-in digital compass. The Wi–Fi +3G model 
can also utilise Cellular and Assisted GPS.

The external buttons and controls on the iPad include 
a combo On/Off and Sleep/Wake button on the top, then 
a Mute button and Volume Up/Down on the side. On the 
front at the base is the Home button.

The iPad’s External Buttons & Controls

ThErE ArE ALrEADy 140,000+ 
APPS AvAILABLE For ThE IPAD!
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Applications

iTunes Store as seen via the iPad & a new full screen game

The iPad comes with the following applications as 
standard:

 • Safari (web browser)
 • Mail (write and send, receive and search your email)
 • Photos (browsing your photos)
 • Video (watching music videos, HD movies, TV shows 

and even some podcasts)
 • YouTube (online videos)

 • iPod (playing your music)
 • iTunes (purchase music and TV shows, download 

podcasts — or buy and rent movies — wirelessly, 
right from your iPad.)

 • App Store (purchase over 140,000 new applications)
 • Maps (find your way or search for nearby businesses)
 • Notes (jot down simple notes)
 • Calendar (Keep track of when and where you should 

be)

 • Contacts (store and search your names, addresses and 
other contact information)

 • Spotlight Search (search for data in any iPad 
application)

There are already over 140,000 other apps available for 
the iPad and this figure will jump dramatically within the 
first few months of the iPad’s release. This amazing figure 
is achieved because the iPad will run the vast majority 
of the Apps currently available for the iPhone and iPod 
touch.

These Apps can be run at either the standard iPhone 
size or “double-sized” to fill out the iPad screen and most 
Apps scale just fine, although reports indicate a handful 
of applications look a little blocky when scaled up.

But we won’t have to rely on tiny iPhone sized Apps 
– Apple have released a new Software Developers Kit 
(SDK) to existing iPhone developers that allows them 
to take advantage of the new screen size and other 
features exclusive to the iPad and a few have been 
demonstrated already and no doubt many developers 
will be scrambling to update their Apps to better support 
the iPad and many others will commence writing brand 
new Apps exclusively for the iPad.

Apple will help promote and highlight iPad specific 
apps when users are browsing through the App Store in 
either iTunes or from the iPad.

The App Store, when accessed via the iPad, has been 
improved with a new two column interface for displaying 
Apps and a new Genius option that we assume will 
recommend Apps you may be interested based on your 
existing App purchases.

A major new feature is the optional, but still free, 
iBook application for reading books, newspapers and 
magazines and a corresponding online store to purchase 
this publications, called the iBookstore. iBooks supports 
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an industry standard for publishing books called ePub 
(and yes, we’ll be looking at the possibility of bring the 
AppleUsers Spotlight to you in this format in the future). 
iBooks has a simple interface to scroll through pages – 
you just gesture with your finger and the page changes.

Publishers will be able to develop their own readers if 
they prefer and the Wall Street Journal demoed their new 
iPad native application during the actual announcement 
keynote.

iWork on the iPad
iWork, Apple’s office suite consisting of Pages (word 
processing and page layout), Keynote (presentations) and 
Numbers (spreadsheet) has been ported onto the iPad 
with a brand new interface more suited to the multitouch 
interface of the iPad, whilst retaining most, if not all, of 
the functionality of the Mac OS X versions and adding 
new features exclusive to the iPad.

One of the new features I already like in Keynote, even 
though I haven’t had a chance to use it myself yet, is the 

ability to use a virtual laser-pointer on your projected 
presentation by simply moving your finger on the iPad’s 
display.

The iWork modules are purchased separately from 
the App Store for USD$10.00 each, which is great value, 
particularly when you compare it to the Mac OS X version 
of iWork which costs USD$79.00 (AUD$129.00 here in 
Australia) and if you only want one or two modules on 
your iPad you save even more :)

Accessories
Apple will be providing a number of optional accessories 
for the iPad.

First there are Video adaptors – one for connecting 
external VGA devices like a projector and two for 
outputting video to TVs via component A/V.

Then are are two docks – a simple one for easy 
housing, display and charging of your iPad (USD$29.00) 
and another with a full-sized keyboard with some special 
iPad related keys (Home, Search, Lock and “Activate 

Keynote, Pages & Numbers on the iPadiBooks interface showing titles currently available on an iPad

iPad Accessories: Keyboard Dock, Standalone Dock and iPad Case
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Virtual On-Screen Keyboard”) (USD$69.00). You can also 
use an Apple Wireless Keyboard with the iPad.

Two different adaptors are available for importing 
photos and video from your digital camera (USD$29.00 
each).

Finally there is a protective case that can also be 
folded into a couple of different positions to enable easy 
access when typing or to hold the iPad up at a suitable 
angle for viewing photos or watching video.

Pricing & Availability
The Wi–Fi only versions of the iPad will be available 
world–wide, including Australia, in late March. The Wi–Fi 
+ 3G models will be released in the US in April and at the 
time of writing, the only word we have for an Australian 
release for these is “worldwide availability will be 
announced at a later date”.

Likewise, Australian pricing will be announced at a 
later date, but the US prices can be seen in Table 1, above.

The iBookstore will initially be available in the 
US only, but no doubt Apple will be hammering out 
licensing agreements with regional publishing houses 
and distributors as fast as they can. As per Apple’s 
recent quarterly results announcements with sales from 
Australia and China combined out weighing US sales, I’m 
sure Apple will prioritise these markets for getting the 
iBookstore.

World Changing?
Even though this is only the first version of the iPad 
and there are areas that we can already see could be 
improved (such as a wide screen model for viewing wide 
screen video), I believe that the iPad could, and will, easily 
replace the low end laptop and netbook markets within 
the next two to three years.

As I was watching the Steve Job’s Keynote 
presentation announcing the iPad, I glanced over to my 
ageing iBook G4, which I have been looking to replace 
soon with an entry-level MacBook, and realised that all 
the applications currently running in my Mac OS X dock 
were already available for the iPad, or had alternatives, 
bar two!

The applications active in my dock included:

 • iChat  • QuickTime Player

 • Mail  • Transmission

 • Safari  • CyberDuck

 • Address Book  • Preview

 • iCal  • TextWrangler

 • Apple Remote Desktop  • Keynote

 • iTunes  • Pages

 • Numbers

iPad Pricing 16 GB 32 GB 64 GB

Wi–Fi $499 $599 $699

Wi–Fi + 3G $629 $729 $829
Prices in US Dollars. International pricing will be announced at a later date. 3G data plan sold separately.Prices in US Dollars. International pricing will be announced at a later date. 3G data plan sold separately.Prices in US Dollars. International pricing will be announced at a later date. 3G data plan sold separately.Prices in US Dollars. International pricing will be announced at a later date. 3G data plan sold separately.

Table 1: iPad Pricing (in US Dollars)
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Mail, Safari, Address Book, iTunes and the ability to view 
PDFs, graphics and videos (Preview & QuickTime Player) 
are already pre-installed on the iPad. Keynote, Pages and 
Numbers will all be able to be purchased from the App 
Store (although I don’t really use Numbers, so I probably 
won’t bother purchasing that at first).

There are plenty of third party Instant Messaging 
clients for the iPhone that should just work fine on the 
iPad and I’ve tried a couple out already on my iPhone to 
see if they’ll replace iChat and I think they will.

Apple Remote Desktop is used to access my headless 
Mac OS X based file servers to perform basic admin tasks, 
but any VNC client will perform these tasks and there are 
a number of VNC clients for the iPhone and I trust many 
will be updated soon to take advantage of the larger 
screen that is available on the iPad.

CyberDuck is an FTP client that I use to upload files 
to a central server for the Disc of the Month project, 
including PDFs created for Keynote and Pages and whilst 
CyberDck isn’t available (yet?) on the iPad, there are other 
FTP clients that should do the job for me.

So, what is missing?
TextWrangler is a free text editor I use for all kinds 

of things from sorting lists to quickly searching and 

replacing large slabs of texts and special characters 
before copying into Pages or WordPress (an online 
website editor) and there really hasn’t been that much 
demand nor need for this on an iPhone, but hopefully 
Bare Bones will look at porting Text Wrangler (and BBEdit, 
their premium text editor) to the iPad.

Then there is Transmission, a BitTorrent client (and 
yes there plenty of legitimate uses for BitTorrent - see the 
article on “If Monks Had Macs” on page 27 for an example) 
but unfortunately I never expect to see a BitTorrent 
approved nor released for the iPad (nor iPhone), but 
then I do most of my torrenting from my main desktop 
machine anyway.
PS: I don’t use the iLife suite on my laptop, but do use 
iPhoto on my main desktop machine and some of that 
functionally is include in the Photo App on the iPad if 
I needed it. Eventually, I think we may see some, if not 
all, of the iLife suite ported to the iPad eventually (well, 
except for maybe iDVD).

Based on all of this, I could probably quite easily ditch 
my long-in-the-tooth iBook G4, bypass the entry level 
MacBook and go straight for the 64 GB iPad and still 
perform all the majors tasks I currently use a laptop for!

Questions
Until we get our hot little grubby mitts on an actual 
iPad, there are going to millions of questions about the 
iPad. Here are the ones I am most interested to know the 
answers to:

Q  Can you add additional fonts to the iPad? 
I use a number of custom fonts in my Keynote 
and Pages documents and constantly add new 
fonts for different projects, so there needs to be 
a simple way of adding and removing fonts from 
the iPad. Ideally we’ll also have a Font Manager 
like Mac OS X’s Font Book so we can create 
custom sets of commonly used fonts.

Q   What printing options will exist for the iPad? 
Will you be able to print “directly” to physical 
printers from the iPad, or will you need to take 
them back to your main computer to print? I’d 
be happy with wireless connectivity to printers 
as I’ve already setup my laser printer on the 
ethernet network (which can be accessed 
wirelessly) and I can easily attach my inkjet to 
my Airport Extreme Base station for wireless 
connectivity, so I’d like to be able to print 
directly from the iPad to either of these. BTW: 
There IS support for creating PDFs from within 
the iWork Apps and hopefully this will be made 
available to other applications as well.

“ “

I CAN rEPLACE my LAPToP wITh A IPAD 
AND STILL Do EvEryThINg I NEED To Do!
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Q   Will we be able to “multitask”? 
As listed above, I have multiple applications 
open on my laptop and I switch between them 
regularly… Particularly say between say Pages 
and iChat or Keynote and Mail (or even just 
between Keynote and Pages). Will the iPad “save” 
the current state of the document I am working 
on in Pages when I duck out to a chat client 
to respond to an Instant Message and restore 
Pages back to where I was last editing? I know 
that push notifications can advise you when new 
messages come in, but how disruptive will they 
be on the iPad (on the Mac, when I get new mail 
or an instant message I just get a small badge 
in my dock so I can easily switch when I finish 
the current paragraph. From what I’ve seen with 
Push Notifications on the iPhones, they pop up 
and pause the current app – not good when you 
are in the middle of typing a thought.

Time will tell in regards to these, and all the other 
questions we currently have. 

Meanwhile, I think the iPad is seriously worth 
considering purchasing for people who just have a 
simple need to read and send emails, browse the web 
and have modest word processing needs.

more Information
For more information about the iPad, you can visit the 

following resources online:
iPad Web page , iPad Promotional Video, Keynote 
Streamed in QuickTime, Keynote as Podcast

Credits
Images courtesy of Apple.

A pple-Q user group’s first birthday in 1980 showed 
this line-up of eight “founding fathers”. Six of the 
“Gang of Eight” have been identified, emailed and 

reinstated on our database. Sadly, #7 has passed away. 
An initial false start incorrectly named #2 from the 

left. We now think he is a David Bourne. Incomplete 
memories suggest he was / is a university academic. 
However, no Australian university faculty member who 
shares his name has admitted ownership of the face... so 
far!

We believe Apple-Q to be the state’s oldest computer 
user group and close to the oldest in Australia. After 
over 30 years service to Apple / Macintosh users, we are 
working on compiling and publishing a coherent and 
comprehensive history of the group. 

The Bourne Identity... 
and other former members of Apple-Q Inc

Thus far we have a number of long-term members 
(20+ years “in”) whose memories and insights are being 
recorded and organized. We need to track down original 
and early members in order to gather the relevant 
memories, photos, newsletters, anecdotes and “tall 
tales” before this priceless treasure trove is dispatched to 
become landfill. 

We want to tap the collective memories and 
knowledge base of Apple usergroup members around 
the country. Help is required to assist with compiling 
memories – and facts – in order to write our Apple-Q 
history.

We want contact with David Bourne... and any other 
early members. Hopefully more names will come to light 
as we track down the “originals” and follow their trails. 

The assumption underlying this appeal is that early 
good habits may mean former members of Apple-Q have 
stayed with the Apple brand, perhaps joining other Mac 
usergroups around Australia. 

If you are someone - or know anyone - who was part 
of our history, please make contact and pass on this 
appeal for assistance. 

Contacts: 
Jeff Sellers, jeffasellers@gmail.com
(Apple-Q Historian / Vice President)
Ann White, ann.white@comcen.com.au
(Blue Heeler Side-Kick to Apple-Q Historian)

From L: #1 Philip Domrow, #2 ________ , #3 Graham Black, #4 
Rob Neary, #5 Peter Newland, #6 Graham Hannam, #7 Peter Pegg 
(deceased) #8 Alan Peiniger. 

http://www.apple.com/au/ipad/
http://www.apple.com/au/ipad/ipad-video/
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/qtv/specialevent0110/
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/qtv/specialevent0110/
http://www.apple.com/podcasts/apple_keynotes/apple_keynotes.xml
mailto:jeffasellers%40gmail.com?subject=Bourne%20Identity%20%5BSpotlight%20magazine%5D
mailto:ann.white%40comcen.com.au?subject=Bourne%20Identity%20%5BSpotlight%20magazine%5D
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To find your local User Group, visit www.appleusers.org/au

Join Your Local Apple User Group!

✓ Valuable independent advice, 
help and support from 
experienced Apple users

✓Monthly presentations, 
workshops, classes and special 
interest groups

✓ Discs of the Month full of 
Shareware, Freeware & Open 
Source Software

✓Monthly Magazine (print or digital)

✓ Online discussion and help 
forums and mailing lists where 
you can contribute your ideas 
and get your questions answered 

✓Member–only discounts on a 
variety of computer systems, 
software & consumables 

✓ Book & other resource libraries

Get the most out your Mac, iPod or iPhone!

Benefits of belonging to an Apple User Group include:
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The v Phone - mobile voIP 
and SIP Client for the iPhone
Matrix Knowledge Management Pty Ltd has announced 
the V Phone 1.0, a app that lets iPhone users make VoIP 
calls and send SMS messages over the internet. As well as 
the ability to make VoIP calls, the V Phone has the distinct 
advantage over its competitors of being able to send text 
messages using your VoIP Provider. The iPhone mobile 
voip app integrates with your phone’s contacts making it 
easier for users to make a call or send a text message.

Perth, Australia - The V Phone uses the Internet 
connectivity to route your calls and SMS. This basically 
means that users who can access the Internet on their 
iPhone are able to make mobile voip calls through their 
service providers free of charge or at a fraction of the cost 
compared to traditional PSTN calls.

The V Phone is now available to users of iPhones at 
the App Store, this mobile VoIP app for the iPhone not 
only offers users the ability to make VoIP calls, it has the 
distinct advantage over its competitors of being able to 
send text messages or SMS’s using your VoIP Provider.

This iPhone sip client has features such as call and 
SMS history. Users can dial from their history logs and 
even add a contact from the history list. The iPhone 

mobile voip app integrates with your phone’s contacts 
making it easier for users to make a call or send a text 
message. The iPhone sip softphone has a built in voice 
help to assist users setup the app for their chosen VoIP 
Provider. iPhone users will not be disappointed with this 
mobile sip app and its extensive features. 

This iPhone sip client has even a troubleshooting 
function. Logs can be sent to the developers to inspect 
and troubleshoot connectivity, login and network issues. 
The V Phone as a mobile sip client or mobile voip app 
for the iPhone enables users to retrieve voice messages 
or voice mail from their provider using the app’s DTMF 
capabilities. In addition, this iPhone mobile sip softphone 
has a useful feature called a dial plan. Dial plans are 
prefixes like typing ‘00’ before a phone number as 
required by some VoIP Providers.

The differential advantage of V Phone over the other 
Mobile VoIP software is that it is not locked to a specific 
provider and users have the flexibility to add multiple 
VoIP Providers for voip calls in this mobile sip app.

Summary of Features:
 • SMS over IP
 • History logs of calls & SMS
 • Dial from history
 • Contacts integration

What’s new? - iPhones
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 • Supports DTMF
 • Accepts Incoming calls with sip to sip or DID
 • Multiple codecs support
 • Registration status
 • Supports any provider using the SIP protocol
 • Multiple VoIP Provider account setup - for calls
 • Multiple VoIP Provider account setup - for SMS
 • Not locked to any VoIP Provider
 • Voice & text help
 • Dial plan and prefix feature
 • Add to Contacts from History
 • Troubleshooting logs feature

Device requirements:
 • Compatible with iPhone 3.0 or later

Pricing and Availability:
V Phone 1.0 is only AUD$1.19 and available worldwide 
exclusively through the App Store in the Productivity 
category.
website: http://www.TheVPhone.biz/iphone.html
Purchase and Download

Ideal Binary releases 3D 
Bookshelf - The world’s First 
Fully 3D ereader - 
Ideal Binary Ltd. today announces 3D Bookshelf 1.0, 
the world’s first fully 3D eBook reader application for 
iPhone and iPod touch. Unlike most other eBook reader 
applications, 3D Bookshelf is focused on simulating a fully 
3D vintage reading experience. Using a highly specialized 
rendering engine, 3D Bookshelf recreates an ultra realistic 
three dimensional book and allows the user to open it to 

any page in full 3D. The application features fifteen time-
honored eBooks.

Dublin, Ireland - Ideal Binary Limited, a privately 
held iPhone(R) software development company, today 
is pleased to announce the launch of 3D Bookshelf, the 
world’s first fully 3D eBook reader application for iPhone 
and iPod touch(R). Unlike most other eBook reader 
applications, 3D Bookshelf is focused on simulating a 
fully 3D vintage reading experience.

“Using a highly specialized 3D engine, we can recreate 
an ultra realistic three dimensional book and allow the 
user to open it to any page in full 3D. The user can also 
manipulate the book in a special viewing mode, as you 
would with a real book,” according to Kevin Doolan, co-
owner of Ideal Binary.

The high performance 3D engine is designed to 
use as little energy as possible and shuts down almost 
completely when there is no movement on screen. This 
ensures efficient battery power usage. The application 
features fifteen time-honored eBooks, such as The 
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle and The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde. 
Many significant updates to the application are planned, 
including the addition of many more books. 

To celebrate the launch of 3D Bookshelf for iPhone 
and iPod touch, Ideal Binary is giving away an Apple(R) 
iPad. Visit the 3D Bookshelf website for more information.

Device requirements:
iPhone and iPod touch 2.2.1 or later

Pricing and Availability:
3D Bookshelf 1.0 is only AUD$1.19 and available 
worldwide exclusively through the App Store in the 
Books category.

Ideal Binary: http://www.idealbinary.com
3D Bookshelf 1.0: http://www.3dbookshelf.com
Purchase and Download

http://www.TheVPhone.biz/iphone.html
http://www.s2d6.com/x/?x=c&z=s&v=2190188&t=http%3A%2F%2Fitunes.apple.com%2Fau%2Fapp%2Fvphone%2Fid338098543%3Fmt%3D8%26uo%3D6%26partnerId%3D1002
http://www.idealbinary.com
http://www.3dbookshelf.com
http://www.s2d6.com/x/?x=c&z=s&v=2190188&t=http%3A%2F%2Fitunes.apple.com%2Fau%2Fapp%2F3d-bookshelf-classic-literature%2Fid352342690%3Fmt%3D8%26uo%3D6%26partnerId%3D1002
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Tom BIhN Introduces Two 
Bags for Apple iPad 
TOM BIHN today introduced the Cache sleeve and 
Ristretto vertical messenger bag for the Apple iPad. The 
Cache is available in Size iPad, and designed specifically 
for the Apple iPad. The Cache fits the iPad on its own or 
encased in its Apple iPad Case. The Ristretto for Apple 
iPad is a vertical messenger bag with a built-in interior 
padded compartment that protects the iPad inside of the 
bag. The Ristretto for Apple iPad fits the iPad on its own 
or encased in its Apple iPad Case.

Seattle, WA - TOM BIHN, a designer, manufacturer, and 
retailer of laptop bags and travel bags today introduced 
the Cache sleeve and Ristretto vertical messenger bag for 
the Apple iPad.

The Cache is available in Size iPad - designed 
specifically for the Apple iPad. The Cache is designed to 
protect the Apple iPad against scrapes and scratches 
from all sides. Its 1/4” (6mm) thick foam padding 
laminated with an exterior of four-ply Taslan and an 
interior of brushed tricot cradles your iPad. The Cache for 
Apple iPad fits the iPad on its own or encased in its Apple 
iPad Case. Available in Charcoal grey. Made in Seattle. 
Lifetime Guarantee.

Available for pre-order:
Ships within 10 days of the 
release of the Apple iPad. 
USD$30 .

The Ristretto for Apple iPad 
is a vertical messenger bag 
with a built-in interior padded 
compartment that protects 
the iPad inside of the bag. The 

padded compartment is made with .25” (6mm) open-
cell foam laminated with durable 4 Ply Taslan(R) on the 
outside, and features an interior of super-soft brushed 
nylon. The back side of the Ristretto is padded with 1/4” 
closed cell foam.

The Ristretto for Apple iPad fits the iPad on its own or 
encased in its Apple iPad Case. Available in colors Black/
Steel, Black/Wasabi, Cocoa/Olive, Olive/Cayenne, and 
Plum/Wasabi. Made in Seattle of U.S. 1000 and 500 denier 
Cordura. YKK zippers. Lifetime Guarantee. 

Available for order:
Ships within one business day. USD$110 .

The Cache and the Ristretto are available exclusively 
through the TOM BIHN website or Seattle Factory 
Showroom.

TOMBIHN: http://www.tombihn.com
The Size iPad Cache : http://www.tombihn.com/

page/001/PROD/300/TB0350
The Ristretto for iPad: http://www.tombihn.com/

page/001/PROD/300/TB0222

Amuse releases my Living 
Desktop 4.6 for mac oS X - 
video Desktop
California based Amuse, Inc. has announced My Living 
Desktop 4.6, an update to their popular video desktop 
and screen saver for Mac OS X. My Living Desktop 
replaces the standard still desktop with a gorgeous 
video desktop that plays high-definition movies of the 
user’s choice. Subtle background sounds impart serene 
outdoor settings rich with waterfalls, ocean air, wildlife, 
and warm summer breezes that form an engaging and 
innovative way to enhance the Macintosh experience.

http://www.tombihn.com
http://www.tombihn.com/page/001/PROD/300/TB0350
http://www.tombihn.com/page/001/PROD/300/TB0350
http://www.tombihn.com/page/001/PROD/300/TB0222
http://www.tombihn.com/page/001/PROD/300/TB0222
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Marina del Rey, California - Premier provider of video 
desktop solutions, Amuse, Inc., today has announced 
My Living Desktop 4.6, an update to their popular 
video desktop and screen saver for Mac OS X. My 
Living Desktop replaces the standard still desktop with 
a gorgeous video desktop that plays high-definition 
movies of the user’s choice, and provides Mac users 
with an engaging and innovative way to enhance their 
Macintosh experience.

With a focus on intuitive ease-of-use, My Living 
Desktop is a unique cross between a video desktop 
(moving wallpaper) and screen saver, offering an entirely 
new dimension in personalized computing experience. 
With its built-in video importer, users can customize 
their desktop experience by importing personal scenes 
such as family, friend, and special events for use as video 
desktops and as gorgeous screen savers. The application 

boasts an extensive collection of stunning, high-
definition movie videos shot from all around the globe, 
accompanied with relaxing nature sound effects. Upon 
purchase, the software automatically downloads 45 hi-
definition movie videos.

An extremely popular feature, My Living Desktop 
sports Automatic Serenity Breaks, which allows the user 
to set My Living Desktop to remind them to take a break. 
The user simply specifies the Serenity Break interval or 
time(s) of day, and at the appropriate time a pleasant 
sound chimes, all active work fades to the background, 
and the entire screen converts into a relaxing and 
absorbing video scene.

Version 4.6 includes many under-the-hood 
improvements, as well as new customer requested 
features such as the ability to hide desktop icons, 
showing only the beautiful and relaxing video that My 

Living Desktop is currently playing. Users can also now 
choose what displays on multiple screens.

Other features include the ability to automatically 
mute My Living Desktop’s sound at appropriate times. 
For example, when the user launches a music player, My 
Living Desktop can disable and/or mute itself. When the 
user finishes listening, the sound automatically turns 
back on. 

Moreover, users may designate any set of applications 
for which My Living Desktop disables itself or mutes. 
Users can also set My Living Desktop to recognize when 
it is operating on a laptop’s battery, and disable itself 
to conserve power. My Living Desktop automatically 
resumes operation when the user plugs the laptop into a 
power source.

“My Living Desktop was inspired by the need for 
people to reconnect with nature and with themselves 

E V E N T S

F O R

Y O U

O F F I C E :  (03)9842 2561 M O B :  0404 771 875

E X P E R I E N C E D  E V E N T  M A N A G E R S  A N D  T R A I N E D  D J ’ S ,  L I G H T I N G  D E S I G N E R S  
A N D  H O S T S  A L L  R E A D Y  F O R  Y O U R  E V E N T  N O  M A T T E R  T H E  S I Z E ,  C L A S S  O R  S T Y L E .

A N Y  E V E N T ,  A N Y W H E R E ,  A N Y  T I M E
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particularly in these fast-paced times,” said Kevin 
Kachikian, founder and CEO of California based Amuse, 
Inc. “Every feature we add tries to address that need 
such as our newest feature which gives the user single 
click access to hide all their desktop icons and watch the 
desktop video in full.”

minimum requirements:
 • Mac OS X Version 10.5 Leopard or 10.6 Snow Leopard
 • 1 GB Hard Drive space
 • 1 Gigabyte RAM
 • Internet Connection

Pricing and Availability:
My Living Desktop 4.6 is priced at USD$34.95 for a 

single-user license, and USD$49.95 for five-user license, 
and is available from the My Living Desktop website. 
Existing customers may upgrade to version 4.6 from 
any previous version for USD$14.95. Existing customers 
desiring to upgrade can do so from within the software, 
which will automatically guide them through a simple 
upgrade process. Also, existing single-user customers 
may upgrade to a multiple-user license for USD$20.00.

My Living Desktop 4.6: http://www.mylivingdesktop.
com/

Download My Living Desktop: http://www.
mylivingdesktop.com/download/My%20Living%20
Desktop.dmg.zip

Purchase My Living Desktop: https://www.
mylivingdesktop.com/purchase_software_mld/
mainentry.php

Before he appeared on 
Dancing with the Stars… 

O n October 22, 2000, Apple Co-Founder Steve “The 
Woz” Wozniak made a special visit to MacGroup-
Detroit, Inc. During his keynote lecture Woz told 

the members of MacGroup many stories about the 
beginning of his career, the invention of the personal 
computer that would revolutionize the industry and how 
he and Steve Jobs started Apple Computer, Inc.

Thanks to the advances in technology over the years, 
MacGroup is pleased to be able to make this video 
available to Macintosh community at large, in 2009, and 
for the first time as a FREE download on MacGroup TV via 
iTunes. 

http://www.mylivingdesktop.com
http://www.mylivingdesktop.com
http://www.mylivingdesktop.com/download/My Living Desktop.dmg.zip
http://www.mylivingdesktop.com/download/My Living Desktop.dmg.zip
http://www.mylivingdesktop.com/download/My Living Desktop.dmg.zip
https://www.mylivingdesktop.com/purchase_software_mld/mainentry.php
https://www.mylivingdesktop.com/purchase_software_mld/mainentry.php
https://www.mylivingdesktop.com/purchase_software_mld/mainentry.php
http://www.squizcards.com
http://macgroup.org/
http://macgroup.org/
http://macgroup.org/blog/2009/12/21/woz-video-the-beginnings-of-apple-computer-with-steve-jobs/
http://macgroup.org/blog/2009/12/21/woz-video-the-beginnings-of-apple-computer-with-steve-jobs/
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I t gives us great pleasure to ring in 
the new year by announcing the 
availability of the free TidBITS News 

app for the iPhone and iPod touch! This 
app, our first official foray into the brave 
new world of iPhone OS development, 
was truly a team effort (a positive spin on 
“Too many cooks make even the simplest 
app take forever to write”), involving 
Cocoa code wrangling from Matt 
Neuburg, a special behind-the-scenes 
RSS feed created by Glenn Fleishman, 
icons by Jeff Carlson, and design 
assistance and input (a positive spin on 
“nagging”) from the rest of the staff. Now 
it’s ready for you to download from the 
App Store. And did we mention it’s free?

Our primary goal with this first version 
of the TidBITS News app was to create a 
simple, elegant app that provides access 
to the full text of the most recent TidBITS 
articles while taking full advantage of the 
elegant conventions of the iPhone OS 
platform.

To that end, the TidBITS News app has 
just two screens. On the first, it displays 
the headlines and summaries of our 60 

most recent articles. Tap any item on the 
headline screen to see the second screen, 
where you can read the full text of the 
article.

In the article display screen, tapping a 
link within an article loads the associated 
Web page in Safari. Tapping an article’s 
title loads the associated TidBITS Web 
page; if the item is an external link article, 
however, it loads the original article that 

the external link refers to. If there’s an 
embedded YouTube video in the article, 
tap it to watch the movie; clicking Done 
returns you to the article. For articles 
we’ve recorded as a podcast, tap the 
Listen button at the top to listen to the 
recording as streaming audio from our 
Web site.

Everything listed in the preceding 
paragraph requires an active Internet 

connection, of course. But the TidBITS 
News app can also be used without an 
Internet connection, because the articles 
themselves are cached on your iPhone 
or iPod touch. So, for example, you might 
launch the app in the morning, causing it 
to cache the latest articles automatically, 
and then quit it; later on, you can launch 
it again, even when offline, to read the 
articles that interest you on the subway 
ride to work, or on an iPod touch that’s 
out of range of a Wi-Fi network.

The app contains only three buttons. 
One, on the first screen, is a Refresh 
button, which causes the app to go 
out to the Internet and update the 
cache of articles. The cache is updated 
automatically when you launch the app, 
but only if you were on the headline 
screen when you last quit the app; if you 
quit the app while you were reading an 
article, then when you launch the app 
again, you are naturally returned to that 
screen so you can continue reading that 
article, but the cache is not updated. So 
you need a manual way to update the 
cache, and the Refresh button is it. When 

Free TidBITS News iPhone App
Adam C. Engst <ace@tidbits.com> & Matt Neuburg <matt@tidbits.com> 

Article Summary Screen Article Display Screen

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tidbits-news/id348629441?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tidbits-news/id348629441?mt=8
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you tap the Refresh button, it disables 
itself, because we don’t want users 
thrashing the RSS feed unnecessarily; one 
refresh per run of the app is sufficient.

The second button, on the article 
display screen, governs the article font 
size. Tap it to cycle through five font sizes; 
after you get to the largest one, it returns 
to the smallest, so you can easily stop at 
the size that works best for your eyes. The 
third button, also on the article screen, 
provides up and down arrows that, when 
tapped, display the previous article or the 
next article without forcing you to return 
to the headline screen.

The app has no other buttons and 
no other options, which was a deliberate 
choice. We wanted to keep things simple, 
and we wanted to avoid wasting space 
on the iPhone’s tiny screen. After all, this 
an app in which you read text, so we 
wanted each screenful to hold as much 
text as possible. By limiting ourselves to 
just one or two buttons on each screen, 
we were able to place those buttons in 
the navigation bar at the top, leaving the 
remainder of the screen free for legible 
content.

So if you have an iPhone or iPod 
touch, please give the TidBITS News app a 
try. It’s free, it’s easy to use, and it’s a great 
way to keep up-to-date with everything 
we publish in TidBITS, on your schedule. 

Those of us on the TidBITS team who 
have been testing the app for some time 
have already found it an excellent way 
to read TidBITS (for some, it has become 
our favorite way!); we hope you’ll like it 
too. If so, a kind rating and review on the 
App Store would be extremely welcome, 
since we’d hope that the TidBITS News 
app might attract new readers to TidBITS 
as well, and good ratings and reviews in 
the App Store significantly improve app 
discoverability.

Lastly, remember that this is only 
a 1.0 release. It’s always possible for 
us to create updates, and one of 
the nice things about the App Store 
distribution system is that anyone who 
has downloaded an app is automatically 
notified of any updates. So we’d like 
to hear your ideas for ways we could 
improve and extend the app in future 
versions. We have our own list, of course, 
but interest from readers will make a 
difference in where we invest time and 
effort. We’re thinking about indicating 
an article’s read/unread status, providing 
access to comments, displaying linked 
articles within the app instead of 
switching to Safari, tying into our full-text 
search engine, and more. But do let us 
know in the comments what you’d like 
to see!

http://www.widebaytechnology.com.au
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T o give you an idea of what it’s like 
to use Apple’s new iPad, we need 
to jump past Apple’s media event 

announcing the tablet and go to lunch. 
(What can we say? Food and information 
go hand-in-hand in our world, and Glenn 
was getting faint.)

Over the course of 10 minutes 
determining where to eat in San 
Francisco, there were a handful of 
moments when we thought an iPad 
would be better than our iPhones: 
searching for restaurants on a 
map; jotting a few notes from our 
conversations about the device; checking 
Twitter to see if anyone we knew had 
restaurant suggestions; looking on the 
Web to see if the first TidBITS article was 
online yet; checking the calendar for our 
return flight information.

In each case, nothing about the 
iPhone prevented us from doing these 
things. But after handling the iPad 
following Steve Jobs’s announcement, 
our fingers wanted more room to type, 
more of a document-style grasp of the 
device instead of cupping it in the hand, 
and faster performance. Our still-shiny 
iPhone 3GS units suddenly felt small and 
slow.

hands-on Impressions of the iPad
Jeff Carlson and Glenn Fleishman 

The iPad is something to be held 
and experienced, because so many of 
its advantages are tactile: how it feels 
in the hand, of course, but also how the 
software responds. (Where our opinions 
differ, we break them out.)
(For full details about the iPad 
announcement and the device’s 
specifications, see “The iPad Arrives, 27 
January 2010.)

Speed and Smoothness
We definitely noticed the speed. 

Even after minutes of using the iPad, 
the performance was still surprising. 
Web pages load in Safari ridiculously 
fast. Full-screen video plays as smoothly 
as it would to a TV set from a DVD or 
Blu-ray player - often better than our 
experience on some Macs. The animation 
for moving between pages in the iBooks 
app provides a neat interactive scrolling 
page-turn effect that keeps up with the 
finger if you keep it pressed against the 
screen as you move. (You can also simply 
tap the left or right side of the screen to 
turn the page.)

Perhaps the best term for how the 
speed and smoothness combine is 
immediacy: there’s no wait for something 
to happen, and no delay in following a 

finger or gesture. Even the seemingly 
most complicated and arbitrary activities 
have the same fluid sense of something 
happening in the real, not virtual world.

For instance, the Photos app on the 
iPad lets you see photo groups by albums 
(and also by events, faces, and places 

if you sync with iPhoto on the Mac). 
Use two fingers on a stack of photos in 
the events view to stretch the photos 
apart and back together, like you had 
just randomly spread out and restacked 
pictures. No matter how many times 
Glenn did this, it still seemed remarkable.

Picture 1: Looking at the iBook App

http://db.tidbits.com/article/10954
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The Screen
Once we found a suitable lunch 

spot, we joked about the many “artists’ 
renditions” of Apple tablets that 
appeared before the introduction, 
because the iPad turns out to be what 
we expected from a design standpoint: 
a large iPod touch. Most of the front face 
is a beautiful, high-resolution color LCD 
screen. A black bezel surrounds the 9.7-
inch screen to give you someplace to put 
your thumbs (otherwise you’re activating 
the multitouch sensors). The 1024-by-
768 pixel size is enhanced by its 132 ppi 
resolution. Items onscreen are crisp and 
clear, and even resized objects such as 
current iPhone app icons and upscaled 
graphics aren’t painful to view.

The upscaling of iPhone apps is 
noticeable (when you tap the 2x button 
to fill the screen instead of running at 
actual size), especially in games such 
as Bejeweled where most everything 
is bitmapped. But apps that rely on the 
iPad’s graphics engine to render resizable 
items such as text appeared to cope well. 
We couldn’t tell by glancing whether the 
operating system is cleanly changing 
the size of text or just doing a great job 
of doubling the pixel counts, but we 
suspect the former.

The screen has the same oleophobic 
fingerprint-resistent coating as the 
3GS, but it definitely smears up fast. 
The cheerful and informative Apple 
employees assisting us in trying out the 
iPad devices would regularly ask to take 

Picture 2: iPad’s Visual Details

http://www.alyte.com.au
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the unit to clean the screen - although 
that was to keep them fresh for the tens 
of thousands of photos being taken, too.

Of Transitions and Polish
We expect excellence from Apple 

when it comes to visual styling, but the 
iPad surprised us. Subtle animations 
abound, imparting the sense that the 
iPad is a single cohesive, consistent 
design. For example, tapping an iBook 
to read it doesn’t just immediately fill 
the screen with the text. The “book” 
opens and moves toward you; it’s a very 
quick animation, so it doesn’t feel like 
the designers tacked it on to be cool or 
burn CPU cycles. When you switch from 
portrait to landscape orientation in the 
Mail app, the Inbox list appears as if it 
were a piece of paper that had been 
folded behind the current message.

Then there are visual cues that work 
to integrate the iPad into the real world. 
When the keyboard is visible, the F and 
J keys appear with the “bumps” typically 
used as guides for touch typists. It’s silly 
to put them there, because the screen 
is a flat piece of glass, but it makes the 
keyboard seem more “real” for people 
who use keyboards all the time. Or, 
consider the List view in the Calendar 
app. When viewed in the iPad’s landscape 
orientation, an event selected from the 
list appears to the right, and if you look 
closely you see little clumps of torn paper 

where previous days’ entries appear to 
have been removed.

The surprise comes not just in the 
level of detail that Apple has created, but 
that the company is adhering to images 
of physical, real-world objects to make 
the iPad experience more believable. It’s 
not necessary for the iPad’s functionality, 
but it will likely go a long way toward 
making the experience more comfortable 
for people who want to bring it to a 
couch or on vacation.

Size and Weight
We spent about 30 minutes holding 

and using an iPad, and came away with 
distinctly different feelings about the 
weight and heft of the iPad.

Glenn: I worry that the iPad is a bit 
horsey. The 1.5-pound weight doesn’t 
sound like much, and I don’t have weak 
wrists or forearms, but I found it tiring to 
hold the iPad in one hand for more than 
a few minutes. I’d definitely want to prop 
it somewhere. During Steve Jobs and Phil 
Schiller’s demonstrations, they sat in a 
chair and propped on a knee or in a hand 
supported by a knee.

Jeff: Glenn is criminally insane. Not 
because he thinks 1.5 pounds is too 
heavy, but because he seems to be 
envisioning that he’ll be holding the iPad 
at arm’s length for hours at a time. When 
reading, I always prop a book on a table, 
my lap, or other surface. Maybe I have 

minimal muscle mass, but I don’t foresee 
weight as a problem.

We both found the curve of the back 
surface to be subtle and comfortable 
in the hand. Unlike the iPhone or iPod 
touch, the edges aren’t completely 
rounded: the back curves up, and then 
squares away to create a flat edge around 
the device.

It also feels sturdy, no doubt thanks to 
the solid aluminum processes developed 
for the MacBook Air and MacBook Pro. 

The glass screen makes us unwilling to 
throw the iPad into a bag unprotected, 
but we’re not worried that it will bend 
or otherwise feel flimsy. Cases and 
slipcovers will undoubtedly be available 
well before the iPad itself.

The Handwriting Is on Some 
Other Wall

At no point did we wish we could 
write on the iPad with a stylus and have 
it recognize our handwriting. Although 
handwriting recognition has improved 

Picture 3: iPad’s Notebook App in Landscape mode
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significantly since the days of the original 
Newton, it’s just not a good computing 
input mechanism. Just because you’re 
holding something that roughly 
resembles the shape of a notepad doesn’t 
mean it needs to be treated like one.

What’s funny, though, is that the 
Notepad app on the iPad goes to great 
lengths to look more like a notepad, 
especially in landscape orientation.) 
Instead of asking the iPad to attempt 
to decipher swirls and loops (which 
are nearly incomprehensible to us, and 
we’re the ones doing the writing), using 
the iPad’s onscreen keyboard ensures 
that the data you input is legible and 
searchable.

Minor Nits
We did find some annoyances and 

outstanding questions, some of which 
may be eliminated by the time the 
shipping versions appear. It was clear 
that the software on the demo models 
were still being baked; some features 
had non-functional controls (like the 
search capability in the iBooks app), 
many preferences were missing, and 
Glenn managed to crash the iPad by 
trying to access Wi-Fi network settings. 
None of the iPads on display included 
3G networking (which is due to arrive in 
April 2010 in the U.S.).

The icons on the home screen 
seem too small and too widely spaced. 

Given that all iPhone app icons must be 
delivered to Apple at 512 by 512 pixels, 
we would think the home screen on 
the iPad could display more of them 
and make better use of the space. The 
iPhone can hold a 4-by-4 grid of icons on 
each home screen, plus the 4 icons on 
the home row. In comparison, the iPad 
appears to have a 6-by-4 grid, plus only 
4 spots on the home row, but it could 
easily increase that to an 8-by-6 grid and 
6 spots on the home row.

The iBooks app has a problem with 
page numbers. When you change the 
font size or type face, iBooks repaginates 
the book silently and without any 
noticeable slowing of the interface. 
However, it makes using page numbers 
for academic reference impossible; fiction 
readers and most non-fiction readers 
won’t give a fig. However, we hope 
Apple will think more about this before 
the release given its obvious utility for 
schools and universities. One suggestion: 
use a reference edition, perhaps 
hardcover, to allow the optional display 
of absolute page breaks in that edition.

The iPad works fine in either portrait 
or landscape mode, featuring an 
accelerometer that detects changes and 
rotates accordingly. However, there’s 
only one dock connector, below the 
Home button in portrait position. This 
is sensible from a feel and production 
standpoint, but we can envision many 

circumstances, from using it with a 
keyboard, to watching videos, that you’d 
want to dock it lengthwise. The optional 
iPad case lets you stand it on end, but 
that prevents you from connecting a 
cable - if you don’t opt to spring for the 
dock - for charging.

The revised Photos app provides 
better organization, a better interface, 
and better integration with iPhoto in 
Mac OS X. You can even import pictures 
from cameras (using a USD$29 USB dock 
adapter) or SD cards (via a USD$29 dock 
card reader). But you seemingly can’t 
organize photos once imported, nor 
upload photos en masse to a storage 
location, a service like Flickr or Facebook, 
or even a MobileMe gallery - it’s limited to 
just one at a time. (You can email multiple 
photos simultaneously, but that’s hardly 
the same thing.) The Flickr app for iPhone 
OS lets you upload multiple photos, and 
third-party apps will likely fill this gap.

Also, photos currently do not reveal 
any metadata, even basic items such as 
date, title, and caption (a characteristic 
shared by the current version of the 
iPhone OS). Given the new feature 
to use the iPad as a slideshow viewer 
when docked (a button on the lock 

screen enables this mode), as well as the 
capability to import photos directly from 
a camera or SD card using an optional 
adapter, we’d like to see some method of 
exposing that information.

The room in which we viewed the 
iPad was crammed with journalists, so 
we couldn’t tell whether audio from 
the built-in speakers was acceptable. 
However, there’s just one speaker port 
on the bottom. Jeff attempted to listen 
to the output and noticed that the bass 
response made the back of the unit 
vibrate, so perhaps there’s more oomph 
than was discernible during the event. 
Our suspicion is that you wouldn’t want 
to rely on the built-in speakers as the 
main source of audio when playing 
music.

(As an amusing side note, 
photographer Justin Sullivan captured a 
shot of Jeff listening to the iPad, which, in 
addition to looking as if he’s caressing the 
device, ran on the front page of the paper 
edition of USA Today, in the Wall Street 
Journal, and online at the Huffington 
Post.)

Whether Apple will be successful at 
selling the iPad, no one can predict. But 
the firm has certainly built a remarkable 
device, and one that sets a new bar for 
mobile device performance, even if it 
were to sell just a handful. (Seriously, 
does anyone think Apple will sell just a 
handful given the USD$499 price?)

"Seriously, does anyone think Apple will 
sell just a handful…"

http://www.newseum.org/media/tfp_archive/2010-01-28/pdf/USAT.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/01/28/ipad-features-what-you-ca_n_439232.html?slidenumber=gocgkv7J1TQ=&&&&&
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/01/28/ipad-features-what-you-ca_n_439232.html?slidenumber=gocgkv7J1TQ=&&&&&
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I t’s always sad when something comes to an 
end, but thanks to its creator, Brian Thomas, the 
groundbreaking multimedia project “If Monks Had 

Macs” that started 21 years ago will live on as a free 
download.

We’ve written about “If Monks Had Macs” in several of 
our gift issues in the past; rather than attempt yet another 
explanation of something that seemingly tries to defy all 
description, I’ll bring forward what we wrote in the past.

In 2003, Matt Neuburg described “If Monks Had Macs” 
like this: “I’m not sure whether this counts as software, 
a game, a multimedia experience, a book, or nostalgia. 
It’s ‘If Monks Had Macs,’ which started life as a HyperCard 
stack before I even knew HyperCard existed, turned into 
a Voyager multimedia CD, and is now available cross-
platform, thanks to Runtime Revolution. If Monks (as we 
like to call it) is impossible to describe. It’s a truly visionary 
hyperlinked collection of books, music, art, games, and 
activities, plus several applications you can use separately, 
such as a hyperlinked journal-writer and an ebook text 
reader that works with Project Gutenberg files and other 
free online books. It’s genuine New Media - a multi-
dimensional, quirky vision from the mind of an eclectic 
thinker. If you’ve been wondering (and who hasn’t?) what 
Chesterton’s Father Brown, Heart of Darkness, Schubert, 
Thoreau, and the Kennedy assassination have to do with 
one another, this is your chance to find out. I remember 
the earliest If Monks incarnations with fondness, so this 
new version is on my wish list.”

And I wrote in 2004: “A word you seldom see applied 

“If monks had macs” Available for Free
Adam C. Engst (ace@tidbits.com)

to software is ‘thoughtful,’ and in this case, I mean it 
literally, as in ‘full of thought.’ But I can think of no better 
label for Brian Thomas’s ‘If Monks Had Macs,’ an interactive 
multimedia CD-ROM title that defies prosaic description. 
It’s packed with original texts from the like of Henry David 
Thoreau and G.K. Chesterton, highly readable essays and 
critical analyses, a visual exploration of Pieter Bruegel 
the Elder’s Tower of Babel painting, a telling of the story 

behind an underground newsletter called The White Rose 
from a student resistance group in Nazi Germany, and far 
more. A playful sub-current swirls through everything 
- there’s an illustrated medieval text adventure game 
(you’re a monk, needless to say) in which you find cards 
for a solitaire game. A journaling application helps you 
record your impressions and musings as you meander 
through the application’s many byways. ‘If Monks Had 

Bruegel’s Tower of Bael in If Monks had Macs
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Macs’ started out life years ago as a HyperCard stack 
(now converted to Runtime Revolution, supported by 
a separate ebook reader), and that retro aesthetic now 
merely adds to the whimsy.”

Brian Thomas isn’t just shoveling old software onto 
the Internet; he has worked to remake the Killing Time 
game (also available as a free download, and it’s only 
about 10 MB), and has added more recent photos 
and essays to the main project. But as he told me, he’s 
returning to his roots as a photographer, and is leaving 
shortly for Cambodia. Before he left, he wanted to make 
“If Monks Had Macs” available for free download.

But it’s not quite as easy as it seems to distribute a 130 
MB disk image, and after some discussion on TidBITS Talk, 
Brian opted for three disparate methods, all of which are 
free (to him and to downloaders, which was important), 
but which all have their limitations. They’re outlined 
below for anyone else who is thinking about distributing 
a very large file to the public. All three download 
methods are linked from Brian’s web site.

The first method uses a free Dropbox account, which 
will likely work well over time, but Dropbox temporarily 
suspends downloads from accounts that use unusual 
amounts of bandwidth, and for the moment, the 
Dropbox links just won’t work.

The second method uses the file distribution service 
RapidShare, which offers free downloads, but only when 
their servers are sufficiently available. When I tried to 
download via RapidShare, I was told their servers were 
overloaded and was encouraged to pay for a premium 
account.

The third method relies on the most obvious 
approach - shared bandwidth via BitTorrent - and it 
worked well for downloading the 130 MB disk image. 
The problem with BitTorrent in the long term is that 

someone has to continue to seed (make the file available 
for retrieval) forever. Plus, downloading via BitTorrent 
requires a BitTorrent client like Transmission, so it’s a bit 
more of a fuss for users. But if BitTorrent absorbs the 
bandwidth spike in the next few days and weeks, the 
other methods should work from then on.

I would strongly encourage people to download a 
copy of “If Monks Had Macs” via BitTorrent soon, purely 
to make sure you have a copy while it’s definitely still 
available. And, if you have plenty of bandwidth, leave 
your BitTorrent client running to seed the file to other 
people, which will lighten the load for everyone. Kudos 
to Brian Thomas for refusing to let “If Monks Had Macs” 
simply fade away, and we wish him the best of luck.

AppleUsers.org is proud to be helping distribute “If 
Monks Had Macs” via BitTorrent.

A party with 
Magical Bill

A gift 
guaranteed 

to please!
www.kew.hotkey.net.au/~billo

http://emperor.tidbits.com/TidBITS/Talk/3009/
http://rivertext.com/
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/2844786/MonksCD.dmg
http://rapidshare.com/files/330868981/MonksCD.dmg
http://rivertext.com/image_at-the-end/Monks_Mac_OS_X.torrent
http://www.transmissionbt.com/
http://www.kew.hotkey.net.au/~billo
http://www.macvoices.com
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Take Control of your 
iPhone Apps [BUy]

Learn iPhone app basics 
and get numerous clever 
tips based on author 
Jeff Carlson’s real-world 
experiences with using 
the iPhone for work, 
photography, and fun. 
Apps that Jeff covers 
with the sharp eye of a 
professional tech writer 
include include Calendar, 
Camera, Compass, 

Contacts, iPod, Mail, Maps, Messages, Phone, Photos, 
Remote, and Safari (and for iPod touch owners, the Music 
and Video apps, too). If you’ve had the nagging feeling 
that you’re not getting as much from your iPhone or iPod 
touch as you could, this ebook is for you!
Jeff shows you how to use the iPhone apps for real-life 
tasks, including how to:

 • Update your calendar on the bus, and view the 
changes on your office Mac

 • Sync the sometimes elusive Birthdays calendar to 
your iPhone

 • Explain to friends how your iPhone knows where it is
 • Set an alarm that you’ll hear, even if the volume is 

turned down
 • Set up a conference call with three of your friends
 • Skip ahead in a long voicemail message
 • Get around on the Web without squinting more than 

necessary
 • Read and reply to email
 • Send text messages or quickly place a call to someone 

you’re texting with
 • Take quality photos with the iPhone 3GS
 • Upload photos from your iPhone to your computer
 • Trim the video you just took at a party and share it 

online right away
 • Get directions from your doctor’s office to the 

drugstore
 • Settle arguments about which way north is
 • Find a song quickly so you can play it for a friend

Use Jeff’s favorite free app, Remote, to run iTunes on a 
Mac or an Apple TV.

Did you know?
User Group Members get a 30% discount off all  

Take Control ebooks. See page 33 for details.

Take Control of Easy 
mac Backups [BUy]

Backup guru Joe Kissell 
teaches you the fastest 
and easiest way to create 
a complete Mac backup 
system from which 
you can restore your 
data after an accident 
or disaster—including 
versioned backups, an 
all-important bootable 
duplicate, and an offsite 
backup.

Joe walks you through these important steps:
 • Understanding the pros and cons of Time Machine, 

including nine situations where you’ll want to go 
beyond Time Machine

 • Configuring Time Machine
 • Making a bootable duplicate
 • Storing a backup offsite
 • Recovering your data

You’ll also get tips for setting up ChronoSync, CrashPlan, 
Data Backup, QRecall, and Retrospect; find out how an 
online sync is (and isn’t) like a backup; and find coupons 
for 10% off CrashPlan and a USD$30 discount on Data 
Backup.

http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/backup-easy-mac
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/iphone-apps


http://www.themacbundles.com
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“Locking” an external hard drive

Dustin Kuo:
“Is there a software that can lock the external hard drive 
so if someone got hold of it, they wouldn’t be able to 
view the data?”

I wish that waving a magic wand over your drive and 
barking “Lock!” could work this minor miracle but, alas, 
even with such a wand and Christopher Plummer’s 
commanding voice you’re not going to realize the results 
you’re after.

What you need to do is create an encrypted space on 
all or a portion of that drive and then move the files you 
want to protect into it. You have a number of ways to do 
that.

One is built into Mac OS X. 
Open Disk Utility, choose File -> New -> Blank Disk 

Image and in the resulting window choose Sparse Disk 
Image from the Image Format pop-up menu and either 
128-bit AES Encryption or 256-bit AES Encryption from 
the Encryption pop-up menu. Then choose a size from 
the Size pop-up menu (select Custom and then enter a 
size if the preconfigured sizes don’t suit you). Name the 
image, choose to save it on your external drive, and click 
the Create button. You’ll be prompted for a password. 
Enter and verify that password and click OK and you have 

a protected image that can be opened only with your 
password. Move your files into this image and you’re 
good to go.

Note that you should choose to not store this 
password in your keychain if you’re all that concerned 
about security. Also, this image will take up only as much 
space as the accumulated content inside it. So, even if 
you’ve asked for a 5GB image file, if you put 1GB worth 
of files in it, the image will be only 1GB. You can then add 
files until you reach that 5GB limit, at which point, the 
image is full.

Another free option is the open-source TrueCrypt. 
This is a cross-platform encryption tool that you can use 
to encrypt folders and volumes. Again, if you intend to 
encrypt an entire external hard drive you’ll first have to 
move the files off that drive, format it with TrueCrypt, 
create an encrypted volume, and then copy your files 
to that volume. TrueCrypt features more encryption 
schemes than does Disk Utility.

And then there’s the USD$35 Knox, which our resident 
Gemeister Dan Frakes tells me is the goods. Like Disk 
Utility, it creates images using either the 128- or 256-bit 
AES standard. Unlike with Disk Utility or TrueCrypt, you 
can use Spotlight to search the contents of a Knox image 
(termed a “vault”). (You can search the image only when 
it’s open.) And Knox includes a backup feature.

Speed-up iMovie clips

Andy milder:
“While filming Weeds last year, I borrowed a Flip recorder 
to record my makeup transformation into a Black man 
(African-American doesn’t seem to fit...who knows what 
I was...). I wanted to edit it and then speed it up, so you 
could see me go from lily-white to much darker in mere 
seconds. Problem: I have no idea how to do it. Help?”

iMovie ‘09 can do the job. Like so:
Plug your Flip camcorder into your Mac. By default 

iPhoto will launch and the Flip camcorder will be 
selected. (The FlipShare software may also launch but 
choose iPhoto instead.) Select the clip you want to 
import and click the Import Selected button. The clip will 
import into iPhoto.

Now launch iMovie ‘09. In the Event Library area select 
iPhoto Videos. Your Flip clip should appear in the iPhotos 
Videos section at the bottom of the window. Select the 
clip and drag it up into the Project pane.

Double-click the clip in the Project pane and in the 
Clip tab of the Inspector window that appears, click the 
Convert Entire Clip button. (You have to do this before 
you’re allowed to adjust the speed of a Flip camcorder’s 
clips.) When iMovie finishes converting your clip the 
Inspector will show a speed control slider in the Clip tab. 



AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 6, February/March 2010 32

Mac911

AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 6, February/March 2010 32

Mac911

MAC911 Christopher Breen

You can drag this as high as 800-percent.
However, you can make the clip even faster than 

that simply by entering a higher value in the Speed 
field. Optionally, you can tell iMovie how long you’d like 
the clip to play by entering a value in the Duration field 
below the Speed field--2:00, for example, if you’d like the 
clip to last 2 minutes.

Now just export your project using a command in the 
Share menu and you’re good to go.

Loved the drawer bit with Kevin Nealon, btw.

Shifting large media libraries

remo asks:
“My brother’s family 24-inch iMac has a hard drive of 
500GB and it’s filling up pretty fast with pictures, movies, 
music, etc. Usually I would just replace the hard drive in a 
computer with a larger one but we would be voiding the 
warranty on his computer. 
I want to have their home directory or certain folders on 
their iMac to serve as a representation to where these 
files are actually being saved to, which is an external hard 
drive. I have been a long time Mac user but I don’t see an 
easy way of doing this.  
Is there a way within MacOS X (10.6) to accomplish this?”

I see several ways to approach this one. If all you’re after is 
a larger startup drive for storing files, just use an external 
hard drive as your boot drive. Find a fast FireWire drive, 

clone the contents of the internal drive to it using a 
tool such as Bombich Software’s donation-ware Carbon 
Copy Cloner (making the external drive bootable in the 
process), and designate that external drive as the startup 
drive. Done.

Or, if you simply want to store media files on the 
external drive, this can be easily done as well. For 
pictures, copy the iPhoto Library file from your brother’s 
Pictures folder (found inside his user folder) to the 
external hard drive. Hold down the Option key and 
launch iPhoto. A dialog box will appear that asks “What 
Photo Library Do You Want iPhoto to Use?” Choose the 
copy of the iPhoto Library file you just copied and click 
the Choose button. iPhoto will now read and write to this 
iPhoto Library rather than the one on the internal drive.

For the music and movies that iTunes uses, dig down 
into your brother’s Music folder (also inside his user 
folder), open the iTunes folder, and copy the iTunes 
Music folder to the external drive. Launch iTunes, choose 
Preferences, click the Advanced tab, and click the Change 
button in the iTunes Media Folder Location area. Also 
enable the Copy Files to iTunes Media Folder When 
Adding to Library option. iTunes will now use this folder 
as well as add new media to it.

Or, you can place your brother’s user folder on the 
external drive. My colleague, Dan Frakes, explains how to 
do that in this tip from Mac OS X Hints. (Note that you no 
longer need to use -rsrc to do this.)

Credits
Macworld Senior Editor Christopher Breen is the 
author of “Secrets of the iPodand iTunes (6th edition),” 
and “The iPod and iTunes Pocket Guide (4th edition)” 
both from  Peachpit Press and “Mac OS X 10.5 Leopard 
Essential Training (video)” from lynda.com. Find Chris’ 
books at www.amazon.com and www.peachpit.com. 

Get special user group pricing on Macworld 
Magazine! Subscribe today at http://www.macworld.
com/useroffer.

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.peachpit.com/
http://www.macworld.com/useroffer
http://www.macworld.com/useroffer
http://www.joyoftech.com
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Discount Corner

Take Control Books: 30% Discount on All 
Ebooks

Whether you’re looking to upgrade to and get started 
with Snow Leopard or you want to set up a rock-solid 
backup strategy, there’s a Take Control ebook for 
you. There are also books offering expert advice on 
maintaining your Mac, troubleshooting, AirPort wireless 
networks, iWeb, GarageBand and more. 

Take Control ebooks are written by trusted names in 
the Mac world and published by Adam and Tonya Engst 
of TidBITS. An exclusive 30% discount is offered to Apple 
User Group members on all Take Control ebooks.

Purchase: http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/
valid: Worldwide, February 28, 2010.

SmartMotion SwingChair: 20% Off

SmartMotion Technology 
produces one of the the best 
office chairs for computer users. 
The SwingChair is especially 
helpful to those who sit for 
long periods of time, providing 
continual support. Satisfaction is 
guaranteed with a 30-day money 
back guarantee.

The SwingChair is regularly 
priced USD$495, but Apple User 

Group members can purchase one for USD$445, with 
shipping and handling of USD$49 free in the continental 
United States. If outside this area, SmartMotion will cover 
the first USD$49 in shipping costs. Ask about discounts 
on accessories.

Purchase (or get a free DvD): 
+1-1800-409-3350, http://www.swingchair.com/
valid: Worldwide, March 15, 2010.

User Group Discounts

Strider Software TypeStyler: 25% Discount

TypeStyler is an 
extremely sophisticated, 
yet simple and intuitive, 
page layout and 
graphic design tool that 
allows users to create 
spectacular graphic 
designs by applying 
special effects and 
distortion to type and 

graphic images. The new version takes TypeStyler’s 
unequaled control over text shaping, styling, flow 
and layout even further by exploiting Apple’s latest 
technologies such as Unicode, Core Image, OpenGL, 
QuickTime and Quartz compositions.

User group members can buy TypeStyler, regularly 
USD$179.95, for USD$134.95, and TypeStyler Upgrade for 
USD$74.95; both are 25% discounts.

Purchase: http://www.typestyler.com
valid: Worldwide, February 28, 2010.

Contact your local Apple User Group for the 
Discount Codes for these offers. To find your 
local User Group please see page 15.

http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/
http://www.swingchair.com/
http://www.typestyler.com/
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Discount Corner

Stockphoto images: 20% Discount

iStockphoto is one of the world’s leading royalty-free stock destinations with 
more than 5.6 million stock photos, vector illustrations, video footage, audio 
and Flash files. Add style to your next creative project with iStock.

Apple user group members get 20% off your first purchase of 50 credits 
(iStock’s currency) or more.

Purchase: www.istockphoto.com/appleusergroup
valid: Worldwide, March 31, 2010.

Credits
Be sure to subscribe to the Apple User Group Market 
Report podcast. The AUG Market Report and Resource 
blog are great sources for information about Apple user 
groups, vendor discounts, special events, interesting 
reviews, stimulating training and more.

Apple User group market report podcast:
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/resources.html
For information about vendor offers and more visit:
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/offers.html

Does your company want to promote an offer, direct 
to over 5,000 Apple Enthusiasts? Use our contact form 
and select ‘Vendor Offers’ to tell us about your offer!

BMUG manuals for Mac enthusiasts
Bellarine Mac User Group offers easy-to-read 
manuals focussed on real-world topics 
to help YOU become a real power user...

Unlike other bulky computer books, our coil-bound colour manuals, 
illustrated with helpful screenshots, are designed to sit beside you on 
the desk as you work through and master essential fields of Mac 
knowhow. Learn more about Safari; iMovie HD; Photoshop...

Click on this advert to go to the BMUG website. There you’ll see all 
the available titles, and you can make your choice and purchase them 
by PayPal. We will mail any 3 titles to Australian addresses for $AU20, 
or mail any 2 to an overseas address for $AU20.

http://www.istockphoto.com/appleusergroup
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/resources.html
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/offers.html
http://www.appleusers.org/about/
http://www.appleusers.org/about/
http://www.bellarinemac.org.au
http://www.commart.com.au


Disc of the Month

Web Creation
Blogo: A desktop weblog editor 
and microblogging client that 
makes posting text, images and 
multimedia content from the web 
easy for users with no knowledge 
of HTML. 

CreaText: An HTML text editor 
with some basic and advanced 
features.

ecto: A feature-rich desktop 
blogging client for MacOSX, 
supporting a wide range of 
weblog systems, such as Blogger, 
Blojsom, Drupal, MovableType, 
Nucleus, SquareSpace, TypePad, 
WordPress, and more.

Goldfish: Easy to use solution for 
creating gorgeous, individual 
websites in little time.

MarsEdit: Makes weblog writing 
as simple as writing email, with 
spell-checking, drafts, multiple 
windows, and even AppleScript 
support. It works with most 
weblog systems: WordPress, 
Blogger, Tumblr, Movable Type, 
TypePad, Drupal, Vox, LiveJournal 
and others.

myBlogEdit: An easy-to-use 
weblog editor focusing on the 
most important functions for 
blogger with easy to use features 
and a clean user interface. 

Nvu: (pronounced "N-view," for a 
"new view") allows you to build 
websites and web pages using a 
simple WYSIWYG editor (what-
you-see-is-what-you-get) and 
with the built-in site manager, 
connecting to your website and 
making changes is a snap.

PageSpinner: An HTML editor 
that supports HTML, XHTML, PHP, 
SSI, CSS, JavaScript. 

RAGE WebDesign: Gives you full 
control over your website code, 
design, and structure allowing 
you to develop fast, effective, and 
the most compatible websites 
possible.

RapidWeaver: An easy to use and 
very powerful website building 
application allowing anyone to 
create and publish professional 
looking websites in minutes. No 
knowledge of complex HTML is 
required!

Sandvox: Create content-rich, 
standards-compliant, styl ish 
websites quickly and easily. Just 
click and drag content to and 
from your site as you create it and 
watch your site turn into exactly 
what you’ve envisioned. Then, you 
can publish your new site to 
whichever host you prefer.

SeaMonkey: Containing a web 
browser, email, newsgroup and 
feed client, HTML editor, IRC chat 
client and web development 
tools.

Taco HTML Edit: Designed to 
simplify the process of creating 
attractive web sites that render 
correctly in various browsers.

iWeb Enhancers
iWeb Buddy: Do you like using 
iWeb but wished it had some 
advanced feature that you simply 
need for your website? Perhaps 
you want Google Analytics on 
your site or you want to add 
Social Bookmarks to your blog 
posts? Perhaps you just want to 
have more than one Domain file. 
iWeb Buddy solves all of these 
issues for you! 

iWeb SEO Tool: Quickly and easily 
opt imize your iWeb based 
website for search engines then 
publish directly to your iDisk or 
FTP server without ever leaving 
the application.

iWeb Valet: As in Apple’s iWeb 
09, this gives you the power to 
add new interactive widgets to 
your web pages! For example, you 
can add digital clocks, search 
engines, auto-redirecting, days 
remaining f ields, calendars, 
scrolling texts, navigation menus, 
falling snow, etc.

Multisite for iWeb: If you have 
found, like many others, that you 
need to build several sites in iWeb 
that go to one or more servers 
then Mult i s i te so lves your 
dilemma.
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Site Optimization
Advanced Link Manager: Helps 
you monitor your incoming links, 
keeping you informed as to where 
they come from and what their 
content is.

Advanced Web Ranking: Query 
over 1000 search engines and 
quickly find out if you’re moving 
up or down in the rankings, or if 
your site is listed at all.

HTML-Optimizer Pro: Speeds up 
your site by optimizing both 
HTML and script code of your web 
pages and optimizing your JPEG 
and PNG images.

Master of My Domain: The 
solution for keeping track of your 
d o m a i n n a m e s , s e r v e r 
information, monitoring server 
uptime and monitoring expiration 
dates with iCal integration!

PageRank Viewer for Mac: This 
ut i l i t y can d i sp lay Google 
pageranks of up to 30 websites at 
a time.

RAGE Domainer: Track and 
manage all your domain names. 

RAGE Sitemap Automator: Helps 
get your website listed in all 
m a j o r s e a r c h e n g i n e s b y 
automatically tell ing search 
engines about all the pages on 
your website.

RAGE WebCrusher: One-click 
website optimization, reducing 
the time it takes for your website 
to load in your customer’s web 
browser.

Web Site Maestro: Speeds up 
your site by optimizing both 
HTML and script code of your web 
pages and optimizing your JPEG 
and PNG images.

Text & Graphics
BannerZest Pro: Turn your 
pictures into a Flash slideshow 
with a few simple clicks and share 
it on your website.

G o o g l e A d Wo r d s E d i t o r : 
Google's free, downloadable 
account management application 
for your computer. Download 
your AdWords account to your 
computer, make your changes, 
t h e n u p l o a d yo u r re v i s e d 
campaigns.

RWmultitool 2: Enjoy complete 
freedom in editing your website 
images, like never before in 
RapidWeaver.

ShutterBug: ImageWell editor 
built in to crop, rotate, add labels, 
thought clouds, and zoom tool. 
100% WYWSIWYG Layout editor. 
Content editor makes it easy to 
add pages, by simply dragging 
and dropping your photos into 
ShutterBug, add some text, edit 
links, and you’re done. 

Simple CSS: Allows you to easily 
create Cascading Style Sheets 
(CSS) from scratch, and/or modify 
existing ones, using a familiar 
point-and-click interface. 

Smultron: A text editor which is 
both easy to use and powerful.

TextSoap: Complete Control over 
Text and Formatting, with the 
only text cleaning utility that 
maintains formatting while it 
cleans up the text.

TextWrangler: Powerful general 
purpose text editor, and Unix and 
server administrator’s tool. At its 
most basic, a text editor is a tool 
for simply editing text. You can 
use a text editor for a wide variety 
of tasks from cleaning up data, to 
editing configuration files on your 
Mac or server, to writing HTML or 
coding.

Visual LightBox: Easily generate 
web photo galleries with a nice 
Lightbox-style overlay effect, in a 
few clicks without writing a single 
line of code.

WebScrub: A tool for preparing 
text for the internet.

The applications supplied on this 
CD are supplied as is and we make 
no representations regarding the 
applications nor any information 
related thereto. Any questions, 
complaints or claims regarding the 
applications must be directed to 
the appropriate software vendor.

Various different license types 
apply. Some titles require further 
payment direct to the application 
publisher to enable the full feature 
sets and functions.

Want to run your own Web Server?

MacServer

You don’t need a Xserve nor Mac OS X Server…
Your “ordinary” Macintosh can easily become one!

with the apps included on MacServer

Also available…
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You can purchase the Discs of the Month, including 
this month’s title, Web Developers Deluxe, from the 
following Apple User Groups;

 • AMUG Sydney
 • Apple-MAQ/Lions Club
 • AUSOM Incorporated
 • BEAUT
 • Byron Shire Mac User Group
 • Central Victorian Macintosh Users Inc
 • Coffs Harbour Mac Users Group
 • Geraldton Macintosh User Group
 • Gold Coast Apple Users Group
 • iMug
 • MacTalk Hunter
 • South Australian Apple Users Club

Disc of the Month CDs have a RRP of USD$10, with DVDs 
costing USD$15. However, many of these User Groups 
allow you to purchase the Discs of the Month from their 
meetings - often at a discount; or you can order via the 
web, postal mail, fax or telephone. Occasionally, special 
bundles are offered by the User Groups as well, so keep 
an eye on their websites.

Previous Discs

MacServer: As mentioned in the Web Developer 
Deluxe flyer, the applications on the MacServer CD can 
turn your Mac in to a web server. It can also turn your 
Mac in to a video security system; a home automation 
server; a telephone answering machine; a complete BBS 
messaging system; a ftp, proxy & email server; an audio & 
video streaming server. Plus tools to control and monitor 
your server remotely are included.

Cards & Puzzle Fun, with its’ dozens of interesting card & 
compelling puzzles games that can be played in solitude 
or again human opponents proved to be a highly 
popular Disc over the holiday season and is still available 
for purchase from the above User Groups.

Future Discs
Even though the AppleUsers Spotlight is moving to a 
bi-monthly schedule, the Disc of the Month project will 
remain a “monthly” production. Participating User Groups 
will have news Discs available each month and will post 
the details to their websites, mailing lists, newsletters etc 
as per normal, so keep a eye of the User Group’s websites 
for the latest news. Meanwhile the Spotlight will future 
two Discs each issue.

Disc of the Month

MacServer

Cards & Puzzle Fun

AppleUsers.org would like to gratefully acknowledge 
and sincerely thank Niche Media, the publishers 
of Australian Macworld, for supporting the Disc of 
the Month project by providing us with the server 
space and bandwidth to store and distribute the 
Golden Master Disc Image and support files to the 
participating Apple User Groups each month.

http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/amugmembers/disc/orderform-nonmem.html
http://applemaq.qld.lions.org.au
http://www.ausom.net.au/discofthemonth
http://www.beaut.org.au/tips.html
http://bsmug.ozshop.net/entry.php?entid=66
http://www.cvmu.net
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/coffs_mac_users
http://www.gmug.org.au/
http://www.imug.com.au/
http://www.mactalkhunter.org.au/
http://www.saauc.org.au/
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