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T
he 5th African Union-
European Union (AU-
EU) summit held last 
week in Côte d’Ivoire’s 
capital, Abidjan, led to 

the formation of a joint task force 
(AU-EU-UN) to save and protect 
lives of migrants and refugees 
along the migratory routes and 
Libya in particular. It would 
address ways of accelerating 
the assisted voluntary return of 
migrants to their home countries 
and the resettlement of those in 
need of international protection.

The plight of African migrants 
described as slave markets in 
Libya by the International Or-
ganization for Migration (IOM) 
was a major issue tackled at the 
5th AU-EU summit.

African Union-European 
Union Summit took place on 
November 29-30 under the 
overarching theme of Youth. It 
brought together leaders from 
55 African Union and 28 Eu-
ropean Union member-states, 
among whom were Nigeria’s 
Muhammadu Buhari, United Na-
tions Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres, African Union Com-
mission Chairperson Moussa 
Faki Mahamat, European Com-
mission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker, and the EU’s High Rep-
resentative/Vice President Fed-
erica Mogherini.

The meeting, which aimed at 
defining the future direction for 
cooperation between the two 
continents, also adopted a joint 
declaration outlining common 
priorities for the EU-Africa part-
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When the world united against modern slavery
nership in four strategies – eco-
nomic opportunities for youth, 
peace and security, mobility and 
migration, and cooperation on 
governance.

 “The European Union is Af-
rica’s biggest partner and closest 
neighbour. Its biggest investor, 
its biggest trading partner, its 
biggest provider of development 
aid and humanitarian assistance 
as well as its biggest contribu-
tor in peace and security. And 
this summit demonstrated our 
determination to reinforce our 
partnership even more,” said 
Donald Franciszek Tusk, presi-
dent, European Council.

The two-day gathering was 
of the view to stem the biggest 
wave of asylum seekers since 
World War II, as more peo-
ple arrive by sea from African 
countries this year than from 
war-torn Syria. Anxiety over 
migration stoked populism in 
Europe and drove electoral gains 
by far-right parties from France 
to Hungary.

The slavery controversy is 
an intense and extreme mani-
festation of the wider problem 
of illegal migration which has 
troubled the relations between 
the two continents for the last 
few years.

“For the Europeans, it’s a 
priority because it’s also a do-
mestic political issue and their 
electorate is very sensitive to 
this question,” said Gilles Yabi, 
head of Policy Group Wathi in 
Senegal’s capital, Dakar.

CNN, in a recorded footage 
earlier this month, drew the at-
tention of the world to the issue 

of migrants and refugees stuck in 
Libya and being sold into slavery 
for $400 as farm labourers at a 
night-time auction in Libya.

“Libya has become the epi-
centre of this issue because the 
country fell into chaos and law-
lessness after President Muam-
mar Gaddafi was toppled by 
rebels – with the help of Nato-led 
military forces,” said an activist.

“Since then the country has 
become a launching pad for 
tens of thousands of Africans to 
attempt the crossing to Europe 
across the Mediterranean, often 
in unseaworthy boats. Thou-
sands have drowned,” said the 
activist.

“The combination of Libya’s 
splintered government in the 
wake of Muammar Gaddafi’s fall 
and the influx of people from Ni-
geria has led to a situation where 
stranded men and women are 
being held against their will and, 
in some cases, sold into slavery 
or prostitution,” he said.

Leonard Doyle of the Interna-
tional Organization for Migra-
tion, “As shocking as it seems, 
it’s indeed true. The reason (the 
slave trade) can happen is be-
cause there is really no rule of 
law across much of Libya.”

Each year for the past three 
years, more than 150,000 mi-
grants and refugees have crossed 
into Europe from Libya in hopes 
of making their way to a new 
life. It’s a treacherous journey. 
More than 3,000 people have 
drowned each of the past four 
years trying to cross the Medi-
terranean Sea.

Officials from Nigeria have 

been working with the Interna-
tional Organization for Migra-
tion and told CNN that a total 
of 5,000 Nigerians have come 
back from Libya in the past year, 
with nearly 250 returning on 
Wednesday.

The task force formed by both 
continents and the UN would 
build on expanding and accel-
erating the ongoing work done 
by countries of origin and the 
International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM), a UN agency, 
with EU funding, which had 
enabled the voluntary return 
to their countries of origin of 
13,000 migrants since January.

“The work of the Task Force 
will be closely coordinated with 
the Libyan authorities and be 
part of the overall joint work 
that the African Union, the Eu-
ropean Union and the United 
Nations will intensify to dis-
mantle traffickers and criminal 
networks and to offer opportuni-
ties of development and stability 
to countries of origin and transit, 
tackling root causes of migra-
tion,” the AU said.

“The United Nations, the Af-
rican Union and the European 
Union agreed to upgrade in a 
systematic manner their trilat-
eral co-operation and to meet 
on a regular basis at the highest 
political level, notably in the 
margins of the UN General As-
sembly,” it said.

European Commission Presi-
dent Juncker said the summit 
spoke a lot about young people.

“Already today, the majority 
of African citizens are under 25 
years old, and by the middle of 

EndurancE OkafOr this century, one in four people 
on earth will be African. But this 
demographic dividend cannot 
deliver without smart invest-
ments,” Juncker said.

“This is precisely why we are 
going to put our investments in 
education, in infrastructure, in 
peace and security, as well as in 
good governance – all of which 
will in turn inspire good business 
environments and create much 
needed jobs and growth.”

Africa will only persuade its 
young people to stay if there are 
prospects for economic develop-
ment on the continent, Moussa 
Faki Mahamat, president of the 
African Union Commission, told 
Radio France Internationale 
recently.

However, the British govern-
ment on Friday said the hun-
dreds of thousands of people who 
have survived modern slavery 
or risk becoming enslaved in 
nations including Bangladesh, 
Nepal and Nigeria will receive 
support through a £40 million 
($54 million) aid package.

Half of the money will be split 
between tackling forced labour 
among women migrant workers 
from South Asia and cracking 
down on human trafficking from 
Nigeria, often of women and girls 
into sex slavery, said Britain’s 
foreign aid department (DFID).

The rest will go to the US-
based Global Fund to End Mod-
ern Slavery, a public-private 
partnership seeking $1.5 billion 
to combat the crime globally by 
targeting problem sectors from 
the garment industry to fisheries 
and construction.
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I
t was Black Friday in Lagos. Hordes 
of shoppers trooped into the Apapa 
Mall to buy cheap, over-the-counter 
products. Shoprite was not the only 
store offering discounts but it was 

indeed the most physically visited. Shop-
pers ignored cash crunch in the economy 
and traffic logjam that dogged Apapa to 
move in and out of the retail store, look-
ing carefully at prices to ascertain which 
attracted higher cuts.

Deep-pocket shoppers gave the ca-
shiers a tough time. Shoppers with fewer 
items were made to stand for longer than 
usual to make payment.

Shoprite did not disappoint. Staff bak-
ers, as usual, were closer to their ovens 
than ever before. Managers of different 
sections were in and out of their offices to 
be sure that no customer was maltreated 
or un-served.

This was not the first time Shoprite in 
Apapa was having a sizeable number of 
shoppers. They had had at least a Black 
Friday before. So by dint of experience, 
the retailer did not disappoint expectant 
buyers.

There were, as usual, many shoppers 
waiting for freshly-baked bread.

“Shoprite is making a lot of money 
from Nigeria,” said a dark-complexioned 
young man, who could be in his early 
thirties, while waiting to buy three loaves 

of bread for his family.
“Yes, their prices are reasonable and 

you can get all you need here. This is 
why people come here often,” another 
responded.

“I don’t know why Nigerian billion-
aires failed to see an opportunity like this 
before Shoprite,” said a fair-complexioned 
man who stood nearby.

Shoppers patiently waited for 43 
minutes before a new set of bread loaves 
was brought to the counter. Those who 
needed three or four loaves were given 
one or two as pushing to grab bread meals 
turned into shoving.

“I hardly buy bread elsewhere,” said 
one of the shoppers who moved from 
one counter to another in search of dis-
counted products.

Shoprite is an example of how the Ni-
gerian market is creating growth oppor-
tunities for South African businesses. It is 
also a typical case of how South African 
entrepreneurs are meeting the needs of 
Nigeria’s spot and dynamic buyers.

Like Shoprite in the retail sector, MTN, 
another South African business, has 
dominated Nigeria’s telecoms industry 
with over 60 million subscribers.

MTN Nigeria reported N870 billion 
(R31.97 billion) revenue for the period 
ended June 2017, representing a 10.8 
percent increase from the N786 billion 
recorded in the same period of 2016.

MTN made this huge revenue despite 
heavy fines paid by the telecoms firm last 
year over violations of the Nigerian Com-

market at Nugget Street near Royal Park 
Hotel in Johannesburg, told BDSunday 
that he is making more money in South 
Africa than when he was in Nigeria.

When asked whether he has a plan to 
return to Nigeria permanently, he said 
he is already settled down there, with 
his business expanding to Pretoria North.

Chikaodili Nwanedo, chairman of 
Nigeria Union, North West Province of 
South Africa, said Nigerians own over 30 
thriving business outlets in Rustenburg 
located in the province. 

“Nigerians in the province are doing 
well. In Rustenburg, we have more than 
30 thriving businesses in different sectors 
which have employed a lot of people,” 
Nwanedo said.

“Some other Nigerians are also in the 
universities, government-owned hospi-
tals and providing diverse services to the 
mines. Nigerians are selling cars and food, 
while some are engaged in upholstery 
making, car repairs and barbing, among 
other vocations,” he said.

No big business like Shoprite
Despite sprawling businesses set up 

by Nigerians in South Africa, BDSunday 
found that there was no big Nigerian busi-
ness in the country.

Unlike in Nigeria where you find 
big South African businesses, such as 
Shoprite, MTN and Protea, most of the 
Nigerian-owned businesses are small- 
and medium-scale in nature.

Emeka Collins Ezinteje, secretary of 
the Nigerian Union in South Africa, told 

munications Commission (NCC)’s directive 
on subscriber registration.

Amid complaints around rates, Multi-
choice’s DSTV and GOtv are still the fa-
vourites of most Nigerians. Nigeria is the 
biggest market for the payTV, accounting 
for 40 percent of its 11 million subscribers 
on the continent.

South African firms are bullish about 
the opportunity provided by the Nigerian 
economy with 186 million population and 
young demography.

For instance, as xenophobic attacks in 
South Africa raged on this year, Pepkor, 
a South African clothing retailer, an-
nounced plans to double its presence in 
Nigeria with 10 store openings per year 
through 2018.

Similarly, Resilient, one of South Af-
rica’s largest owners of platteland malls, 
entered into a joint venture with Whitey 
Basson’s Shoprite to build 10 shopping 
centres in Nigeria in a deal worth over 
$85 million. The deal also involved two 
other South Africa’s big finance and in-
vestment organisations, Standard Bank 
and Group Five.

South African firms such as Truworths 
and Clover left Nigeria in 2016 but not 
because of social hostility but President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s tight grip on the 
foreign exchange market.

As South Africans find huge oppor-
tunities in Nigeria, Nigerians in Nelson 
Mandela’s country are also tapping into 
opportunities there.

Emmanuel Okeke, who runs a super-
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ously traded goods at high capacity and 
Nigeria maintained the trade surplus of 
R23 billion (N552.2 billion) in 2016”.

Battle for supremacy
Nigeria and South Africa have often 

seen each other as competitors. South 
African press went wild in 2014 after 
Nigeria rebased its GDP showing it was 
the largest economy in Africa.  

South Africa has a solid infrastructure 
base and an organised economy, but Ni-
geria’s infrastructure is decrepit.

However, Nigeria’s population pro-
vides more opportunity for investors than 
South Africa.

Wikipedia recalls that Nigeria acted 
against South Africa to replace the 
incumbent Jean Ping, who Nigeria sup-
ports, with South African Home Affairs 
Minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma for 
the powerful position of the African 
Union Commission chairperson. Relations 
further deteriorated when South Africa 
backed incumbent President Laurent 
Gbagbo for control of Côte d’Ivoire in 2011.

However, after Dlamini-Zuma won the 
election, Olugbenga Ashiru, Nigeria’s then 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, stated that Ni-
geria supported Ping for the position of AU 
chairperson in “a position which was prin-
cipled along with our ECOWAS members 
and we stood by it”, adding, “But as usual, 
people can insinuate that once Nigeria was 
not in the camp of South Africa, it means 
that Nigeria is against South Africa. We are 
not against South Africa.”

Nigeria and apartheid South Africa
Many young South Africans do not 

know Nigeria’s positive role towards 
ending apartheid in the country. During 
the apartheid era, for which Mandela 
spent 27 years in prison, the Nigerian 
government issued more than 300 
passports to South Africans seeking to 
come in.

Apart from setting up the National 
Committee Against Apartheid (NACAP) 
in 1960, Nigeria gave material and finan-
cial support to the freedom fighters in 
South Africa.

Nigeria provided $5 million to the ANC 
and the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) 
annually during the period, setting up 
the Southern Africa Relief Fund (SAFR) 
in 1976 to bring relief materials to the 
victims of the apartheid.

The then head of state, General Oluse-
gun Obasanjo, contributed $3.7 million to 
the fund and personally donated $3,000 
to the fund.

Moreover, all Nigeria’s civil servants 
and public officers were mandated to 
make a 2 percent donation from their 
monthly salary to the SAFR.

Nigerian students skipped their lunch 
to make donations, which eventually hit 
$10.5 million for South Africans.

Sonny Okosun, a Nigerian musician, 
wrote the hit song “Fire in Soweto” in 
1977 as his contribution to anti-apartheid 
struggle.

Xenophobic attacks
Black South Africans have attacked 

and killed many Nigerians in the coun-
try, with authorities and the police as 
accomplices.

In October this year, a 25-year-old 
Nigerian, Ibrahim Badmus, a native of 
Lagos State, was killed by the South 
African police at Vaal Vreneging, near 
Johannesburg.

This occurred less than a week after 
Jelili Omoyele, a 35-year-old cellular 
phone technician, was shot dead at 
Doornfontein, near Johannesburg.

These are two of many tales of kill-
ings and maiming perpetrated by South 
Africans.

A group known as Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF), a South African revolu-
tionary socialist political party, invaded 
the home of a Nigerian missionary and 
took over his house.

The sins of Nigerians in SA
At the Wonderboom Train Station 

located at Pretoria North on November 
13, a young man of less than thirty was de-
scending an overhead bridge. He seemed 
uneasy. On sighting the South African 
police, he took to his heels and ran across 

the road to Erich Street, connecting to 
Vaandrager Street.

“He is running. He is a Nigerian, a 
criminal,” said some police officers who 
were waiting for a train.

Unscrupulous Nigerians have built 
drug cartels in South Africa, bringing 
disrepute and uneasiness to genuine Ni-
gerian migrants. South Africans accuse 
Nigerians of using their country as a base 
for drug dealing.

“They seem to have some ingenuity in 
that,” a marketing director in a manufac-
turing firm told BDSunday.

“People see Nigerians as people who 
do drugs,” Carrien du Plessis, a freelance 
journalist for Mail & Guardian, said.

Xulu Masike, a South African factory 
worker, said Nigerians are not only in-
volved in drugs but also in other crimes.

“If you lose your credit card, go look 
for it in the Nigerian community. They 
will identify the pin number and collect 
all your money,” Masike said.

Ntuthuko Zwelini said what annoys 
him is that Nigerians use their ill-gotten 
money to deceive South African women.

“They are often rich and flaunt their 
wealth on our women. Our women fall 
easily for them,” Zwelini said.

Positive side
Carrien du Plessis pointed that many 

Nigerians are into criminal activities in 
South Africa, it was wrong to paint all 
Nigerians with the same brush.

“I know a lot of Nigerians that don’t sell 
drugs,” she said.

“The perception here is also that Nige-
rian men are very good husbands. They 
stand by their families, unlike South 
Africans,” she added.

According to Ezinteje earlier cited, 
most of the xenophobic attacks on Ni-
gerians in South Africa have political 
undertone.

“Crime has no nationality. Nigerians 
are involved in crimes but not just them. 
The problem here is that most black 
people claim to be Nigerians. That’s why 
the Nigerian Union issues ID cards. South 
Africans are involved in crimes too,” he 
stated.

He, however, blamed the sins of some 
Nigerians in South Africa on societal 
pressure.

“The problem is the kind of orienta-
tion people have when they arrive in 
this country. There is much pressure at 
home. But what some people do not know 
is that there are lots of opportunities here 
and you can survive if you do genuine 
things,” he said.

“But I blame mostly the leaders at 
home. Our leaders should come to terms 
with the reality that something has to be 
done to make sure that basic things are in 
place. People just don’t do things right in 
our country which is why people leave 
Nigeria for South Africa. These are young 
people who are not happy and are desper-
ate. What Nigerians do here is a reflection 
of what we do at home,” he added.

Chinese strategy
China often faces xenophobic slurs and 

attacks in South Africa. Erwin Pon, chair-
man of Chinese Association Guateng, told 
BDSunday that what they did after facing 
xenophobic attacks on the social media in 
January this year, which Nigeria could 
emulate, was to prosecute those involved.

“We had to take the people to court. 
Some of our people have their third and 
fourth generations here, so we felt we 
needed to do something against it,” Pon 
said.

BDSunday that the biggest reason for this 
remains South Africa’s tough laws that 
tend to repel investments.

“We are pushing but the stringent 
laws in South Africa are not encouraging 
investments. The conditions for getting 
permits here are very difficult,” Ezinteje 
said.

A Nigerian trade expert said that South 
Africa has assumed predatory behaviour, 
tapping into opportunities in Nigeria 
while closing its own market.

A Nigerian businesswoman told 
BDSunday in South Africa that invest-
ment and labour laws in the country are 
not favourable to investors.

“For example, if you own a manu-
facturing company, you must pay your 
workers a minimum wage, which is 
equivalent to 2 euros per day. The gov-
ernment protects workers more than 
businesses and you must employ a certain 
very large percentage of South Africans,” 
she said.

“So, if you plan to produce here and ex-
port to Nigeria and other countries, your 
price may not be cheaper than those that 
produce in Nigeria,” she added.                           

Trade relations
Nigeria and South Africa do business 

together. The volume of trade between 
Nigeria and South Africa rose to N1.3 tril-
lion about (R.62 billion) in 2015, according 
to the South African High Commissioner 
to Nigeria, Louis Mnguni.

“Nigeria presents a huge market with 
a population of over 170 million people 
and vast resources, while South Africa 
presents the technical know-how in de-
veloping industries,” said Mnguni.

South Africa’s Minister of Trade and 
Industry, Rob Davies, said last year that 
Nigeria’s exports to South Africa hit 
N552.2 billion (R23 billion) in 2016.

Conversely, Davies said South Africa’s 
exports to Nigeria slightly declined to 
about N153.7 billion (R6.4 billion) in 2016,, 
according to a statement from the coun-
try’s Department of Trade and Industry.

He said the two countries “continu-
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L-R: Lilian Odim, chief executive officer, The Audrey Pack Company; Azeez Adeduntan, Oyo State commissioner for health; 
Dennis Okoro, director, MTN Foundation, and Abass Gbolahan, director, planning, research and statistics, Oyo State Ministry of 
Health, at the launch of MTN Foundation Yellow Heart initiative in Ibadan.

L-R:  Cephas Afebuameh, supply chain & operations director, Suntory Beverage and Food (Nig) Ltd; Ola Ehinmoro, human 
resource & corporate affairs director, Suntory Beverage and Foods (Nig) Ltd;Babatunde Irukera, director general, Consumer 
Protection Council, and Chinedum Okereke,managing director, Suntory Beverage and Foods (Nig) Ltd, during a factory visit by 
Consumer Protection Council to Suntory’s factory in Agbara, Ogun State.

L-R: Babatunde Adejare, Lagos State commissioner for the environment; Abiodun Bamgboye, permanent secretary, ministry of 
the environment, and , Rahul Mungai, managing director, RB West Africa, during the 2017 RB world Toilet Day event in Lagos.

R-L:  Daniel C. Offorkansi, president of Auto Spare Parts and Machinery Dealers Association (ASPMDA); Nnamdi  Ebuku, secretary 
general (ASPMDA); Onyeka Agbausi, importers spokesman, Paul Agbanusi at a press conference organised by executive members 
of (ASPMDA) on the ‘unwanted activities of some foreign businessmen in ASPMDA Market, held in Lagos. 

L-R: Benjy Ofori, regional sales director, West  & Central Africa, Robert Bosch Ltd, Ghana; Frank Diermann, country sales 
director, Robert Bosch Ltd, Nigeria; Comrade Anthony Aluko, president of Professional Carpenter& Furniture- Maker Association 
of Nigeria (PCFA), and Ola Balogun, zonal chairman of Nigerian Welder Association, during the  Bosch Empowerment Program 
at National Stadium Lagos.

L-R  - Stella Odunwa, DTM Division F Director; Abayomi Aiyesimoju, DTM program quality director; Issoufou Zongo, DTM, 
district director district 94 2017-2018; Rokiatou N’Diaye, DTM, club growth director; Chimaobim, DTM, chairperson local planning 
committee. during  Toastmasters International DIstrict 94 executive  council meetings in Lagos 

Chidimma Ibe (left) executive 
director, Chibek Instruments 
Limited, receiving the ISO 
9001 international Quality 
Management System 
certification from Adenike 
Akinbote of Bureau Veritas  in  
Lagos.

Martins Ogwuda, representative of 
the governor, Central Bank of Nigeria, 
(l), presenting The Guardian 2017 
manufacturer excellence award of 
the year to Taiye Williams,managing 
director, Lubcon International, , during 
the 2017 The Guardian manufacturing 
excellence award, in Lagos.

L-R: Aliza Leferink, Marketing Director, Reckitt Benckiser West Africa; DR. Jide Idris, Commissioner for health, Lagos State; 
Bamigbaiye-Elatuyi Tola, Marketing Manager, RB West Africa, and Olufemi Onanuga, Special Adviser to the Governor of Lagos 
on primary health care, at the flag-off ceremony of the Rotavirus Jointly sponsored by Reckitt Benkiser in Lagos.
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Happy Pupils of Deo Gratias Primary School, Garki, Abuja receiving free Pepsodent toothpaste and toothbrush during the 
Pepsodent Schools’ Oral Health Programme held in Abuja recently. 
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Why we presented ambitious budget of 
N1.3tr to Cross River Assembly, by Ayade
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Patigi LG decries poor socio-economic 
development, maginalisation in Kwara 

T
he people of Patigi 
Local Government 
Area of Kwara State, 
through Patigi Emir-

ate Development Union 
(PEDU), have expressed dis-
may over the alleged con-
tinuous marginalisation of 
Patigi LGA in terms of divi-
dends of democracy by the 
Governor Abdulfatai Ahmed 
administration.

The statement released 
and signed by Salihu Bolaji 
Umar, PEDU national presi-
dent, reads in part: “It is very 
painful and saddening that 
the same government we 
overwhelmingly supported 
and voted for in both 2011 
and 2015 would turn its back 
against us in a manner so 
undemocratic and unpatri-
otic of a government that is 
supposed to be for all because 
it was by all.

“Ever since this govern-
ment came on board in 2011 
and renewed in 2015, Patigi 
LGA has not had a share of 
any tangible capital projects 
being carried out in other 
parts of the state.

“This is evident in the 
testimony given by His

Excellency himself while 
presenting the 2018 Ap-
propriation Bill to the State 
House of Assembly for con-
sideration on Thursday 23rd 
November.”

The aggrieved indigenes 
further recalled that “During 
the presentation, the gover-
nor specifically said that state 
government has constructed 
a total of 17 roads across the 
state in the almost gone year 
2017. Unfortunately, Patigi 
LGA did not benefit from the 
said constructed 17 roads. 
We began to wonder the 
parameters used by Gover-
nor Abdul Fatai Ahmed and 
his government to share 
this road projects without 
including Patigi LGA which 
was once said by His Excel-
lency, President of the Senate, 
Abubakar Bukola Saraki to 
be his second home among 
the beneficiaries despite be-
ing suffering from death 
traps called roads across our 
LGA.”

The group further said: 
“More surprisingly, as if the 
above exclusion of Patigi 
wasn’t enough, the state gov-
ernment has in the 2018

Appropriation Bill pro-
posed more roads to be so 
constructed in 2018 and 
still went ahead to exclude 
Patigi in the next tranche of 
the road projects. Isn’t this 
ridiculous and deliberate 
attempt to relegate Patigi 
LGA by denying it, its right-
ful share of development? 
Are democratic dividends 
not supposed to be for all? 
Aren’t people of Patigi LGA 
paying tax like every other 
local government in the 
state?

C
ross River State 
Governor, Ben 
Ayade, has said 
that the N1.3 tril-
lion budget esti-

mate for 2018 presented to 
the state House of Assem-
bly is an ambitious budget 
designed and tailored to fit 
the state’s dream

The governor disclosed 
that the 2018 appropriation 
bill is not enveloped by the 
state purchasing power 
and capacity, saying it is a 
budget that crystallises the 
depth of his administra-
tion’s vision into action. “It is 
meant to draw the prospec-
tive investors to our state,” 
he stated.

He hinted that rather 
than the envelop budget, he 

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Ayade

opted for the kinetic budget 
that allows room for intel-
lectual capacity.

The governor had last 

Thursday presented a bud-
get estimate of N1.3trillion 
for the 2018 fiscal year to 
the Cross River State House 

of Assembly, the highest in 
the history of the state.

In the budget, which he 
christened ‘budget of kinetic 
crystallisation’, the gover-
nor said the budget would 
be funded from internally 
generated revenue (IGR), 
statutory allocation., capital 
receipt, projected investors’ 
revenue, especially from the 
Bakassi Deep Seaport and 
the 274km superhighway.

The governor explained 
that the size of the budget 
is meant to create room for 
warehousing of capital in-
vestors’ funds now that the 
actual construction of key 
projects of the administra-
tion has commenced.

The budget speech, 
which was not made avail-
able to journalists, for the 
second year, was read at 
the floor of the Assembly 
Chambers. 

...charges Assembly to apply democratic principle in approving 2018 fiscal estimates 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin 

Ebonyi youths disown Ngwu, say APC is united for 2019

Y
ouths in Ebonyi 
State have hit back 
at Frank Ngwu, 
national leader of 

the All Progressives Youth 
Vanguard, describing his 
comments on the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) and 
the national leadership of the 
party as “reckless”.

A statement by Uche 

Abia, chairman of Ebonyi 
APC Youth Forum in Abaka-
liki, did not only describe 
Ngwu’s outburst as mislead-
ing but commended John 
Odigie-Oyegun for steering 
APC to greater heights.

“It is necessary to reaffirm 
the truth about the party in 
Ebonyi State. APC is poised 
to flush out PDP from power 
in 2019, hence the plan by 
Ngwu and his sponsors to 
cause confusion,” the group 
said.

The youths praised Od-
igie-Oyegun for creating a 
culture of unity among APC 
members in the country, 
building cordial relationship 
between all critical stake-
holders of the Nigerian proj-
ect, repositioning the party 
in the state for the challenges 
ahead and adhering to the 
principles of transparency 
and accountability.

“There is no division or 
leadership crisis in APC, Eb-
onyi State chapter. 

Odigie-Oyegun is a man 
of integrity, a leader with 
vision and charisma and a 
politician committed to the 
development of the ruling 
party and the people,” the 
youths said.

They condemned Ngwu 
and his sponsors for de-
monising the noble efforts 
of John Odigie-Oyegun and 
the Minister of Science and 
Technology,  Ogbonnaya 
Onu.

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Varsity don wants FG restore original status to Islamic Studies in curriculum

A 
university don has 
commended the 
Federal Govern-
ment for giving 

Islamic Studies a full- fledged 
status in the curriculum, 
saying, “It can be better if its 
original status of being a core 

subject can be restored as it 
will go a long way in instilling 
appropriate morality in the 
youths and help them grow 
to become useful adults that 
will take the country out of 
the several immoralities that 
have enveloped it”.

Yahya Oyewole Imam, a 
professor of Islamic Studies, 
University of Ilorin, said this 

while delivering the 175th 
inaugural lecture of the Uni-
versity, titled ‘In the Service 
of God and Humanity’ held 
at the University auditorium.

Islamic Studies, accord-
ing to him confers spiritual 
and mundane benefits to 
those who acquire it. As 
spiritual aspect of it pro-
vides a correct understand-
ing of Islam to those who 
acquired it and lead them 
to its proper practice and in 
mundane sense.

“Taking a career in Islamic 
Studies provides meal ticket 
and help to address numer-
ous problems facing society 
through researches that rec-
ommended Islamic solutions 
to those problems,” he said

Imam, who expressed 
concern over  the rate at 
which those who choose 
career in Islamic Studies 
are been relegated and pre-
sumed to be inferior among 
other professionals, pointed 
out that different kinds of op-
portunities are available for 
graduates of Islamic studies 
“because of the broadness of 

its scope which addresses the 
spiritual and mundane needs 
of the humans.”

The inaugural lecturer 
with vast knowledge, ex-
perience and opportunities 
acquired both national and 
internationally, said:  “In re-
search, I have focused on the 
relevance of Islamic teach-
ings, principles and practices 
of the modern world in the 
social, educational, political, 
economic, scientific health 
and legal spheres. Specific 
problems were identified 
and Islamic solutions were 
offered to them.”

Speaking on his contribu-
tions towards solving prob-
lems and development of 
the society he said: “I have 
also lent credence to war 
against corruption. One of 
my contributions in this di-
rection was anti-corruption 
teaching/preaching funded 
by the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission  
(EFCC), also, preventing and 
curtailing industrial dispute, 
community service, political-
related issues, among others.”

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Oyewole

Iwuanyanwu Foundation, CBN move
 to fight unemployment in Nigeria

I
rked by the growing 
unemployment and des-
titution in the country, 
The Iwuanyanwu Foun-

dation and the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) have taken 
up the challenge to cushion 
the hydra-headed situation.

The Foundation, estab-
lished to seek ways and 
means of improving the 
quality and standard of 
living of the people  today, 
signed an agreement with 
the Central Bank of Ni-
geria (CBN) to strengthen 
the implementation of the 
New Partnership For Entre-
preneurship and Employ-
ment Creation (N: REEC 
programme) put in place by 
the Central Bank  the na-
tion’s apex bank.

The agreement was 
signed by the Coordinator 
of the foundation, Chinedu 
Nsofor and Osita Aniemeka 
programme director South 
East Entrepreneurship De-
velopment Centre on behalf 
of the CBN.

According to Nsofor, the 
Iwuanyanwu foundation 
has helped thousands of 
indigent students in post 

primary schools and univer-
sities through scholarships, 
adding that by the year 
1988, the foundation had 
offered 300 scholarships at 
the university level and tens 
of awards yearly.

He explained that the 
N:REEC programme was a 
development-oriented pro-
gramme that would drive 
the nation’s development 
through massive job cre-
ation by involving all Nigeri-
ans in partnership where all 
unemployed students in the 
country world be supported 
to achieve self-employment.

In his remarks, the 
founder of the foundation 
and member Board of Trust-
ees (BoT) of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) – 
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu 
decried the upsurge of 
youth unemployment pov-
erty and destitution which 
African countries are expe-
riencing and Nigeria being 
one of the worst hit.

He observed that the 
worrisome situation now 
compels some Nigerians to 
migrate to other countries 
desperately in search of 
greener pastures with di-
sastrous consequences on 
them.

SABY ELEMBA, Owerri
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Christian monarchs urged to 
promote change in the institution

A
bia State chap-
ter of Fellowship 
of Christian Tra-
ditional Rulers of 

Nigeria (FECTRON) has been 
called upon to promote a 
change in their institution 
so that they can fall in line 
with Biblical principles and 
standard different from the 
so-called “gods of our father-
land.” 

Emeka Nwankpa, a guest 
speaker, who gave the admo-
nition to Christian monarchs 
during the 10th Anniversary 
of the group in Umuahia, 
reminded them that kings 
were made by God and as 
such they should give the 
throne back to God. 

He further reminded 
them that God made them 
kings so that they would con-
tribute meaningfully to their 
subjects’ wellbeing, adding, 
“Any time people interface 
with you, they should feel 
the love of God”.

Eze Godfrey C. Onwuka, 
the Abia State Chairman of 
FECTRON and Chairman 
Umuahia South Council of 
Traditional Rulers, informed 
Christian traditional rulers 
that FECTRON was designed 
to bring a positive impact to 
the communities.

He lamented that many 
traditional rulers had not 
been reached through FEC-
TRON, pointing out that 
if not properly informed, 

they would remain under 
the captivity and bondage 
of the ancient foundation of 
idolatry inherited from their 
forefathers.

“God is using FECTRON 
to visit thrones, trans-
form our traditional rulers 
and redeeming them from 
the ancient foundation of 
idolatry in communities 
of Africa in this end time,” 
he said.

According to him, “FEC-
TRON has not come to de-
stroy good culture and tradi-
tion handed over to us by 
our fathers but to expunge 
those traditions that are not 
in consonance with the word 
of God, which we all know 
that God is the Supreme, life 
and truth”.

In his address, the Chair-
man planning committee, 
Eze Hardy E.U. Onwuegbu-
lam said the theme of the 
anniversary ‘Who owns 
the throne?’ was designed 
to emphasise the Christian 
king’s mandate to reveal 
God’s spiritual vision and 
purpose for good and lasting 
leadership for His people on 
the throne.

In his remarks, the Abia 
State Coordinator of FEC-
TRON, Evang. Eric Uche 
pointed out that the group 
was established in 2001 to 
liberate the thrones of vari-
ous communities from the 
bondage and captivity of 
idolatry which made some 
of the traditional rulers slave 
to sin.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Terror and cultism:
Nigeria sits on time bomb, Varsity Don cries out
IGnAtIUs ChUKWU & 
sAby ElEmbA, Owerri

N
igeria is sit-
ting on a time 
bomb of eth-
nicity, terror-
ism, insecurity 

and corruption, so warned 
a university lecturer. This 
is as parents have been 
urged to support campus 
Christian groups that of-
fer alternative lifestyle to 
children from good home 
background.

Nwakanwa Ifeanyi Cos-
mos (PhD), a lecturer in the 
department of information 
technology Federal Univer-
sity of Technology Owerri 
(FUTO) and national Presi-
dent of the graduate Catho-
lic Bible Society of Nigeria 
(CBSN) FUTO has warned 
that Nigeria is sitting on a 
time bomb and that the dan-
ger would only be averted 
through careful and proper 
handling of issues concern-
ing the country.

He made his feelings 

known to Nigerians in an 
exclusive interview with our 
Correspondent during the 
Silver Jubilee (25 years) cel-
ebration of the CBSN FUTO 
Chapter held at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic Chaplaincy 
FUTO, recently.

The celebration was from 
all indications unique as 
it saw people from all the 
regions of the country who 
have graduated about 21 
years ago in attendance with 
those who are graduating 
this year 2017.

“My feeling about the 
country is that Nigeria is 
sitting on a time bomb, time 
bomb of ethnicity, time bomb 
of celebrating terrorism, time 
bomb of security problem, 
time bombs of celebrating 
corruption”.

He continued: “I am so 
bothered that instead of 
fighting corruption, we are 
celebrating corruption, not 
necessarily by the pres-
ent government but by the 
mindset of Nigerians.

“We have the tendency to 
applaud people who are cor-

Youths reject elders’ no confidence vote in Kogi governor

F
ollowing the recent 
allegation of mal-
administration and 
bad governance lev-

elled against the person and 
government of Governor 
Yahaya Bello in Kogi State 
by a group under the aegis 
of Kogi East Elders Council 
( KEEC ), another group, 
Kogi East Coalition for Good 
Governance (KECGG), has 
berated the former (KEEC).

Kogi East Coalition for 
Good Governance has also 
passed a vote of confidence 
in the governor for provid-
ing adequate security of 
lives and property as well as 
provision of infrastructural 
development in the three 
senatorial districts of the 
state.

At a press conference in 
Lokoja, the spokesperson for 
KECGG, Ishaq Onuh Alfred, 
said the self-cclaimed elders 
council lacked the moral 
grounds to criticise Gov-
ernor Bello, stressing that 
the same set of people who 
inflicted underdevelopment 
and socio-economic back-
wardness on the state for 13 
years cannot turn around to 
be standing for good gover-
nance in the state.

According to the group, 
“All the KEEC’s allegations 
as mentioned in their state-
ment were lies and a politi-
cally-motivated attempt to 
distract the government of 

criminality before the emer-
gence of Governor Bello 
and that his administration 
has since witnessed dras-
tic reduction in insecurity 
through various security 
strategies adopted coupled 
with the donation of over 
160 operational vehicles 
to security agencies in the 
state.

The group noted that 
“No administration has ever 
prioritised issues of security 
like the present administra-
tion; the governor has made 
concerted effort in provid-
ing peaceful environment 

for the citizens. In the past, 
kidnapping and other hei-
nous crimes took over the 
state. This crop of elders was 
in the state but did not com-
plaint and they remained 
silent.”

However, the group 
faulted the allegations of 
underdevelopment leveled 
by the elders, pointing out 
that the Bello-led govern-
ment has embarked on mas-
sive infrastructural projects, 
especially roads and other 
social amenities across the 
three senatorial districts of 
the state.

L-R: Adeniyi Adeleye, head, Real Estate Finance (West Africa), Stanbic IBTC Capital Ltd Lagos;  
Gabolahan Lawal, state commissioner for housing; Kfir Rusin, managing director, API Events; 
and Bolaji Edu, chief executive officer, Broll Property Group, at the 2017 West Africa Property 
Investment Summit in Lagos.

rupt instead of down-playing 
people who are corrupt, the 
country is sitting on a time 
bomb”.

Nwakanma described the 
CBSN FUTO celebration and 
alumni reunion as a huge 
success but said the alumni 
has a lot of challenges rang-
ing from coordination of 
branches, regular meetings, 
feedback from campus fel-
lowship, keeping track of 
newly inducted members, 
etc.

He pleaded that all who 

were present should offer 
useful suggestions that could 
grow the Alumni and ac-
cording to him, “account 
opening and mode of financ-
ing the alumni remained 
unresolved thereby making 
the executive apparently 
ineffective for there can be 
no meaningful work without 
finance”.

The CBSN FUTO presi-
dent raised an objection “to 
how CBSN FUTO is currently 
run without communication 
and control by the Alumni. 

Yahaya Bello that has been 
striving to correct the ills in 
the governance of the state 
by the previous administra-
tions.

“It is now obvious that 
the Kogi East Elders Council 
is a self-serving group, hav-
ing neither the mandate 
nor the support of the tra-
ditional institutions and the 
people of Kogi East Senato-
rial District. They must be 
ignored because they were 
not fighting for us.”

The group further said 
that Kogi was a safe haven 
for all forms of crimes and 

VICtOrIA nnAKIAIKE, lokoja

Government urged to prioritise 
citizens’ wellbeing

G
overnments at all 
levels have been 
advised to priori-
tise well being and 

socio-economic development 
of the citizenry.

Moreover, the need for 
parents to nurture their 
wards to become good am-
bassadors in the future has 
been stressed.

Shehu Usman Mustapha, 
Wali of Ilorin (Special Ad-
viser), to Emir of Ilorin, who 
stated this in Ilorin, Kwara 
State, attributed anomalies 
and social vices in the coun-
try to corruption, civilisation 
and indiscipline.

Ac c ording to  Wali , 
“Youths of nowadays are 
turning things upside-down. 
A lot of abnormalities in the 
country are so because our 
youths lack proper and moral 
training from their parents. 
Today, we hear many socio-
vices like yahoo boys, kid-
nap, rape, and all sorts of 
criminalities. Our culture 
is becoming relegated and 
inferior as they proved to be 
civilised.”

The retired Cheif Accoun-
tant noted that if the future 
leaders are not well groomed 
and prepared for nation-
building, things will continue 
to be going wrong.

“The kind of character a 
person engages determines 
the ultimate end. If we do 
not do things the way it is 
supposed to be done, it will 
never yield positive result. 
So, we should be working 
towards making our nation 
to be better by doing the 
right thing.

“Governments are urged 
to always listen and respond 
to the complaints of the citi-
zenry because it is by so 
doing; both the government 
and the governed will enjoy 
the fruitfulness of life. We 
should therefore, be guiding 
ourselves as well, the future 
leaders to ensure a better 
society.

“Parents as well need to 
make sure that they inculcate 
good moral to their children 
by making them realise the 
consequences of bad act. 
Youths, especially ought to 
be nurtured in good man-
ner so as to be useful to the 
society,” he said

sIKIrAt shEhU, Ilorin
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Lagos Chief Judge urges lawyers to 
embrace ADR for growth of justice system 

J
ustice Opeyemi Oke, Chief 
Judge of Lagos State, has 
advised lawyers to em-
brace Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) in order 

to support the growth of the justice 
system in Lagos State.

Speaking at the first ADR 
roundtable for lawyers, organised 
by Lagos Multi-Door Courthouse 
(LMDC), Oke, who described ADR 
as a means of exploring out-of-
court settlement, said that parties 
that used ADR as settlement op-
tion, enjoins long range of ben-
efits including cost effective, user 
friendly and time efficient process 
that restores relationships, and 
maintain confidentiality of both 
parties.

According to her, through the 
Multi-Door Courthouse concept 
and the rules of court, ADR has 
now become part and parcel of the 
court’s experience, and has been 
deployed to enhance access to 
justice, boost speedy and effective 
dispensation of justice as well as 
decongestion of the courts.

“I predict that when consum-
ers of justice develop a consensual 
dispute resolution consciousness 
and a healthy appetite for ADR, a 
ripple effect will be created. This 
will impact the way lawyering 
business is carried out in Nigeria.

She stated that ADR as a trend 
in dispute settlement could not be 
stopped, as attempts by legal com-
munities in other jurisdictions of 
the world, have not succeeded in 

doing so. This, she said, was due to 
the fact that evolution was driven 
by the new age mentality, which 
places great premium on efficiency, 
speed and self-determination.

To concretise these gains, Oke 
pointed to the need for legal edu-
cation system in Nigeria to be 
revolutionised so as to keep pace 
with modern trends. “But in the 
interim as practitioners of the 
law and gatekeepers of the justice 
sector, lawyers will have to make 
seasoned decisions about what di-
rection to go and what line to tow.

The Chief Judge, who noted 
that there was usually assumption 
that with ADR the earnings from 
litigation work would dwindle 
significantly, said that such fear 
was responsible for the initial resis-
tance to ADR in the court system 
by lawyers.

“In ADR environment, the 
lawyer is no more a courtroom 
advocate but does not become less 
than he is in his accomplishments 
as a litigator. He has to deploy a 

fresh set of skills to demonstrate 
mastery in this new arena. He 
must become the legal adviser and 
a strategist and negotiator. He is in 
the negotiation to make deals for 
his client and not to advocate rights 
and legal positions,” he advised.

Justices Oke further pointed to 
the need for increased awareness 
of Alternative Dispute Resolution 
across the state and nation, adding 
that lawyers should be at liberty 
to practice ADR in all the courts 
across the country.

Earlier in his welcome address, 
Justice Adesuyi Olateru-Olagbegi, 
emeritus judge and chairman 
of Lagos Multi-Door Governing 
Council, said that the objectives 
of LMDC was to decongest the 
dockets of the high and magistrate 
courts in Lagos state through the 
application of ADR methods in 
settling cases referred to LMDC in 
an efficient and speedy manner.

According to him, only when 
we achieve a high rate of settled 
court-referred cases through ADR 
coupled with a diminishing num-
ber of civil cases filed in our courts, 
which LMDC can actually claim 
to have succeeded in accomplish-
ing the “overriding objectives” of 
decongesting the courts.

To achieve this, LMDC has 
developed strategies to achieve its 
overriding objectives and they in-
clude: increasing the annual Lagos 
Settlement Week (LSW) from once 
to twice a year in order to maxi-
mise the impact on the dockets of 
the Courts and introducing cut-off 
dates for the duration of cases on 
the LMDC’s docket.

AMAKA ANAGOR-EWUZIE

FBN Holdings drives growth, creates 
value using sustainability practices

F
BN Holdings has consis-
tently used sustainability 
practices to create values 
and drive growth, espe-

cially with its three-pronged CR&S 
approach, which is: citizenship, 
stakeholder management and 
impact management.

“Citizenship and stakeholder 
management involves putting into 
consideration the needs of stake-
holders in making decisions, while 
impact management is basically 
about minimising negative impact 
and increasing positive impacts in 
society,” said UK Eke, group man-
aging director, FBN Holdings plc, 
who made this known in a report 
made available to BusinessDay.

The sustainability approach, 
according to the FBN Group, is de-
signed to deliver value in a struc-
tured way along four key areas 
- driving sustainable finance and 
investments; empowering people; 
supporting our communities and 
contributing to environmental 
sustainability.

“Corporate responsibility and 
sustainability involves our ability 
to meet the needs of our stake-
holders now and in the future. It 
goes beyond financing economic 
activity in a responsible way to 
ensuring an inclusive, positive 
impact on our communities,” Eke 
explained.

“It is about creating long-term 
stakeholder value by adopting the 
opportunities and managing the 
associated environmental, social 
and governance risks. CR&S is not 
bolted on to our corporate strategy. 
It is embedded into our business 
strategy and our daily operations,” 
he added.

Meanwhile, according to the 
report, the CR&S approach is 
contained in the Group’s corpo-
rate responsibility policy, which 
clearly outlines its commitments 
and approach to corporate respon-
sibility as well as the Group’s CR&S 

governance framework.
“The scope of the policy and 

respective guidelines applies 
throughout the Group’s operations 
and activities, including its subsid-
iaries in all locations; stakeholders 
and associated partners represent-
ing the Group,” said the report.

However, the Group also said 
its involvement with its various 
stakeholders and host communities 
inclusive was not just about profit 
generation, but rather the realisa-
tion that often, “our most effective 
currency is the skills and opportu-
nities we can share with them.

“This, we have aptly expressed 
and weaved around our mantra 
of people, passion and partnership 
and our brand promise - ‘You First,’ 
signalling our resolve to constant-
ly build broader, deeper and more 
enduring symbiotic relationships 
to deliver long-term value for our 
shareholders through putting our 
stakeholder’s needs first.”

This commitment to host com-
munities forms a greater core of 
the Group’s corporate responsi-
bility and sustainability efforts, 
which is structured along four 
key priorities: Education, Health 
and Welfare, Economic Empow-
erment and the Environment to 
deliver long lasting impact.

These are further subdivided 
into the following programmes: 
FutureFirst Programme, Edu-
cational Endowment Scheme, 
Youth Leadership Programme, 
Infrastructure Development Pro-
gramme, Hope Rising Initiative, 
and Employee Engagement and 
Volunteering Programme.

One programme of note is the 
FirstBank Conservation Initiative, 
one of the bank’s key programmes 
and part of its long-term approach 
to promoting sustainability, which 
involves minimising direct and 
indirect impacts on the environ-
ment. The initiative involves the 
planting of trees and formation 
of students’ conservation clubs as 
vehicles to drive environmental 
protection and conservation.

MAbEL DIMMA

Foundation pledges to contribute toward 
productive population in Nigeria

T
he Ubong Kings Founda-
tion, a non-for-profit or-
ganisation, has said it was 
determined to contribute 

its quota towards a productive 
population in Africa in general and 
Nigeria, in particular.

Ubong King, founder of the 
Foundation, said this while an-
nouncing the maiden edition of 
ThinkAtion2018, where he said 
participating youths would at-
tain their full potential in career, 
finance, health, business and that 
relationships would also be awak-
ened and propelled.

The founder also said it hopes to 

raise well-groomed and mentally-
alert youths who would take Nige-
ria and the continent of Africa to 
the next level.

ThinkAtion2018, King ex-
plained, “is a platform that will 
feature leaders from different walks 
of life to share experience, insights 
and secrets that can help people 
achieve extraordinary impact and 
accelerate their personal growth 
trajectory in business and national 
development.”

He lamented that although 
Africans, all over the world, are 
celebrated for being well educated 
and for high and excellent perfor-
mances in the educational spheres, 
“a lot of her communities remain 
impoverished and underdevel-
oped.” 

...Says lawyers must submit cases referred by court to ADR

IoD restates commitment to deepening 
corporate governance in Nigeria
SEYI JOHN SALAU

T
he Institute of Directors 
(IoD) Nigeria has again 
reiterated its commit-
ment to deepening good 

corporate governance in Nigeria 
by promoting advocacy for good 
leadership both at the private and 
public sector of the economy.

The pledge was made at the 
New Members’ Induction Cer-
emony, the third for the year 
2017, held recently in Lagos.

Ahmed Rufai Mohammed, 
president/chairman of Council, 
IoD, in his welcome address said 
the institute is working on engag-
ing the government to influence 
policies aimed at achieving and 
deepening good corporate gov-
ernance in Nigeria.

“IOD is committed to the ad-
vocacy for good leadership and 
is presently reviewing its strategy 
for positive engagement with its 
members who are in leadership 

positions in all corporate organ-
isations,” Mohammed said.

According to him, the insti-
tute’s principal objective is to 
train and develop the capacity of 
directors both in the private and 
public sectors of the economy. 
“And it will be begging the ques-
tion if IoD has been doing well 
in that objective. It is common 
knowledge that today there is no 
other Business Membership Or-
ganisation (BMO) in Nigeria that 

commands a higher respect over 
that of our Institute in directors’ 
development,” he further said.

Amina Oyegbola, managing 
consultant, AKMS Consulting Ltd, 
and guest speaker at the event, 
said organisation should treat 
ethics as risks, same way it will 
relate with financial or legal risks.

Ethics management accord-
ing to Oyegbola is at the core of 
Corporate Governance to ensure 
the sustainability of a business. 
“Non-management of ethics as 
risks could give rise to as many 
other risks, and even financial 
loses.  An organisation with good 
ethics is like a man with a good 
conscience,” she stated.  

Tilley-Gyado Jack and Ibidapo-
Obe Oyewusi, who spoke on 
behalf of the newly inducted 
members, thanked the institute 
for maintaining ethical and high 
moral standards in the corporate 
world in Nigeria, and for welcom-
ing them into the institute.Mohammed

CHINYERE OKEKE
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News 
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, other nations unite against global terrorism

N
igeria’s Minister of 
Defence, Brig-Gen 
Mansur Dan-Ali, has 
expressed the com-

mitment of the nation to join 
efforts with other countries to 
defeat terrorism.

Ali was at the international 
meeting held recently in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia, which sig-
naled the launch of the Islamic 
Military Counter Terrorism 
Coalition (IMCT), a coalition 
of 41 countries united in the 
global fight against terrorism 
and violent extremism.

While speaking on the im-
portance of the coalition held 
under the theme ‘Allied Against 

 Isaac anyaogu

‘We want to correct female students’ 
apathy to Science-related fields’

and we see its defeat in many 
countries of the world, espe-
cially in Islamic countries. And 
today, we will confirm that we 
will pursue it until it disappears 
completely from the surface of 
the earth.”

In his contribution, Secre-
tary General, IMCTC, Lt.-Gen. 
Abdulelah Al-Saleh, spoke on 
how Nigeria has fared so far 
in its efforts in fight against 
terrorism.

According to him, the coali-
tion, which operates in four 
domains – capacity building, 
intelligence sharing, financing 
and training- will use collab-
orative efforts and the avail-
able expertise to fight crime 
not only in Nigeria but other 
countries.

Al-Saleh also said that the 
ministers resolved that the joint 
exercise against terrorism will 
be based on real time scenario. 
He said the exercise will also 
promote the concept of shared 
responsibilities and an environ-
ment to combat the menace.

“The body has an extensive 
cooperation with the Nigerian 
Ministry of Defense and the co-
alition will give support to areas 
that need it,” he added.

The IMCTC’s four domains 
include Ideology, Communica-
tions, Counter Terrorist Financ-
ing, and Military. In addition, 
the IMCTC’s Acting Secretary 
General, Lieutenant General 
Abdulelah AlSaleh, outlined the 
Coalition’s strategy, governance, 
activities and future plans.

L-R: Tunde Adeola, business executive, Commercial Banking, Sterling Bank Plc; Grama Narasimhan, executive director, Retail and 
Consumer Banking; Yemi Adeola, managing director/CEO, and Fola Tinubu, managing director, Primero Transport Services Limited,  
during the bank’s bus tour by the senior executives in Lagos.

C
hristopher Kolade Foun-
dation (CKF)’s has said 
that the Stemma Hands-
on Empowerment (SHE) 

Initiative is part of its strategic 
solution to the perceived apathy of 
female students to the sciences and 
the attendant low representation 
of females in the Science Technol-
ogy Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) fields.

The part of the objective of 
the initiative is to groom female 
students in Lagos public second-
ary schools so as to rekindle their 
interest in science and technology.

The foundation recently or-
ganised the SHE 2017 Science and 
Technology Fair aimed at exhibit-
ing various technology projects 
executed by the participants of 
the initiative.

Beatrice Kolade, Chairman CKF 
Board of Trustees while speaking 
about the event said the founda-
tion launched the initiative to 
bridge the gap that since STEM 
students is predominantly males 
and insufficient attention is being 
paid to girls’ participation in dif-
ferent areas of learning, including 
science and technology.

Kolade lamented the huge gap 
between male and female par-
ticipants in STEM fields, which 
informed their decision to equip 
them with life-long skills in the 
realms of science and technology, 
while also offering personal de-
velopment, leadership and ethics 
education.

She said the foundation targets 
female students in public schools 
because they are the ones that are 
more at risk of the discrimination, 
adding that there is evidence that 
well designed and implement-
ed informal girl-focussed STEM 
programmes can offer rich and 
engaging experiences that result 
in short-term impacts, as well as 

longer-term influences on wom-
en’s future choices in education, 
careers, leisure pursuits and ways 
of thinking about what science is 
and who does it.

Oluranti Adebule, Deputy Gov-
ernor of Lagos State observed that 
it is a challenge for women, espe-
cially in a developing economy 
such as Nigeria to compete with 
the men folks in the 21st century 
work environment where science, 
technology, engineering and ICT 
are the backbones.

Adebule in her keynote ad-
dress titled ‘Building an Inclusive 
and Competitive 21st Century 
Workforce: the Girl-child Chal-
lenge’ stated that the trend can 
be turned to opportunity with 
active corporate and private 
citizens’ partnership with gov-
ernment.

The Lagos state deputy gover-
nor opines the need to continually 
change education curriculum and 
infrastructure to meet contem-
porary and future needs in this 
21st century, especially with the 
advent of digital technology, the 
internet, mobile telephone and 
most recently robotics and artifi-
cial intelligence.

She added that the world grad-
ually shrank to a global round-
table and if Nigeria must function 
on that table, the country must 
embrace inclusive science, tech-
nology, ICT and innovative edu-
cation to enhance the aptitude of 
Nigerian, irrespective of gender to 
compete globally.

Adebule who also oversees 
the education ministry stressed 
that the economic forecast in just 
a few science, technology and in-
novative sectors reveal staggering 
numbers, adding that estimates 
have shown that the value of 
climate change and clean tech-
nology sectors in the next decade 
amounts to $64 trillion, while the 
value of the digital economy in the 
G20 countries alone is $4.2 trillion.

KELEcHI EWuZIE

Vice-President Prof. Yemi Osinbajo with Governor Rochas Okorocha (right), wife of Imo Governor Nneoma Nkechi Okorocha, (1st left), 
wife of the Speaker House of Representatives, Mrs. Gimbiya Yakubu Dogara, (2nd left), President Muhammadu Buhari’s representative 
and Secretary to the Government of the Federation, Alhaji Boss Gida Mustapha, (3rd left), and Governor Seriake Henry Dickson (4th 
left) at a colloquium and book presentation to mark the 50th birthday of Nneoma Okorocha at the Nick Banquet Hall, Government House 
Owerri on Friday, December 1, 2017.

Terrorism’,  Gen. Ali said some 
of the terror attacks across the 
world prompted the meeting 
and that Nigeria is ready to 
collaborate with nations with 
similar experiences to defeat the 
menace.

Ali, who said that Nigeria has 
made remarkable progress in the 
area of counter-terrorism since 
the administration of President 
Muhammadu Buhari, also added 
that the efforts of neighbouring 
countries with similar issues like 
Chad, Niger and Cameroun, are 
yielding positive results.

While soliciting for the sup-
port of the IMCTC for assis-
tance over the more than three 
million internally displaced 
persons, IDPs, in Nigeria, Ali 
said the event “obliged my 

country a great opportunity 
c onsidering the enormous 
challenges the world is facing 
as regards terrorism. Nigeria 
will join forces with this coali-
tion to defeat terrorism”.

The meeting was hosted by 
the Crown Prince and Minister 
of Defense of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, Mohammed bin 
Salman Al Salman.

Salman said the issue of 
terrorism would come to an 
end as more than 40 Islamic 
countries are sending a very 
strong signal that they would 
work together to support each 
others’ efforts, whether in mili-
tary, financial, intelligence and 
political aspects.

According to him, “Today, we 
began tracking down terrorism 



Sunday 03 December 2017 SUNDAYBD 11

At last, Abubakar Mag-
aji, Permanent Secre-
tary of Federal Minis-

try of Interior, who can best 
be described as the major 
actor in the crisis trailing 
the investigation into the 
disapp earanc e, re-app ear-
ance and reinstatement of 
Abdulrasheed Maina, for-
mer Chairman of Pension 
Reform Task Team (PRT T) 
has finally returned from 
the me dical  vacation and 
appeared in person before 
the Ali Madaki- led Ad-hoc 
Committee. After minutes 
of verbal exchange between 
him and the Head of Service 
of the Federation, he admit-
ted issuing the ‘controversial 
reinstatement letter’ which 
Maina’s Counsel brandished 
b efore the Committe e,  at 
the opening of the hearing. 
Another exciting aspect of 
the show, was the bulk be-
ing pass e d by the Acting 
Chairman of Economic and 
Financial Crimes, Ibrahim 
Magu, who accused the Me-
dia of “glorifying criminals!” 
On his erroneous postula-
tion, I vehemently disagree! I 
think, Mr EFCC Chair, should 
be assisted in understanding 
the fact that the Commission 
should cultivate the habit of 
educating the public of its ac-
tivities so as to clear all man-

ners of misgivings within 
the polity. The man in ques-
tion has provided relevant 
do cuments to the Ad-ho c 
Committee, while the Com-
mission is still mig-marolling 
and waiting for the Media 
to break the vault b efore 
getting the documents on 
the supposed seized assets. 
As aptly captured in my ‘ex-
clusive’ story of Thursday, 
30th November, 2017 titled: 
‘Maina sends documents on 
planned recovery of N3trn 
pension funds’, the addresses 
of all the properties worth 
over N1.6 trillion were in-
dicated, therefore putting 
the EFCC on the defensive! 
While speaking during the 
public hearing, Magu ver-
bally noted that the Com-
mission is investigating four 
companies used by Maina 
w i t h  s i x  b a n k  a c c o u n t s 
that have N2.7 billion from 
2008  to 2013.  Ac c ording 
to him, one of Maina’s son 
account that has N1.5 bil-
lion turnover within a year 
was also uncovered, adding 
that the former PRTT chair-
man, used cash converted to 
forex exchange for transac-
tions most of the time, citing 
an example of the sum of $2 
million cash paid for acqui-
sition of his Jabi house.

Of course, as we strived 

to get more clues into the 
‘reality show’,  the visibly 
a n g r y  E F C C  a c c o u n t i n g 
o ff i c e r ’ s  m a j o r  c o n c e r n 
w a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  M e d i a . 
“ My  c o n c e r n  i s  t h at  yo u 
people seem to be glorify-
ing criminals, how does he 
c omes ab out this stup en-
d o u s  w e a l t h  M a i n a  h a s ? 
Maina should come out and 
explain. Not to be sending 
you people video messages 
of hims elf,  he is  not fair, 
he has not been fair to the 
system.

“Let  him c ome and ex-
plain the sources of his stu-
pendous wealth that cannot 
b e explaine d, he’s b e en a 
civil  s ervant an assistant 
director, you people should 
stop glorifying criminals. I 
mean you are giving them 
chance, you are celebrating 
them,  I  mean the me dia . 
You are giving him a lot of 
attention that does not ex-
ist and celebrate his status.

“Look at the amount he’s 
quoting for EFCC. It ’s not 
p ossible and if you know 
how difficult,  you cannot 
tamper with exhibits, it is 
not possible. We have come 
out with all the details of 
t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  w e  h a ve 
recovered in the cause of 
investigating this pension 
fraud.” In all  of the argu-

ment of Mr Magu, how does 
that stop him from doing 
his duty? In his presence, 
t h e  D i re c t o r  G e n e ra l  a l -
leged that the lack of syn-
ergy among the s e curity 
and anti-graft agencies led 
to this national embarrass-
ment! Anyway, the Ad-hoc 
Committee is expected to 
c ontinue its findings and 
make far reaching recom-
mendations on his to sani-
tize the system. Of utmost 
i m p o r t a n c e  i s  t h e  i s s u e 
concerning respect for the 
Rule of Law, alluded to by 
Maina’s Counsel. I hope the 
A d - h o c  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h 
the aid of seasoned laway-
e r s  w i l l  s t u d y  t h e  c o u r t 
pronouncements to arrive 
at a reasonable conclusion 
of the matter of this mag-
nitude.

Reflecting on the House 
position to pass the 2018-
2020 Medium Term Expen-
diture Framework (MTEF) 
and Fiscal Strategy Paper 
(FSP), before the week end-
ed, confirms my ealier story 
that Nigerians may have to 
wait till February or March 
before the 2018 budget will 
be passed. The delay may 
not b e unc onne cte d with 
the non-release of the N100 
b i l l i o n  a p p ro p r i at e d  fo r 
Zonal  Intervention Proj -

ects. Such a thing can’t be 
ruled out when two parties 
reach ‘gentleman’s agree-
ment’ on an issue that will 
always bring both parties 
t o g e t h e r !  I  j u s t  h o p e  a l l 
these will not create major 
setback for the economy?

I can’t afford to end this 
w e e k ’ s  c o l u m n  w i t h o ut 
dropping a prophetic info 
on the development that 
will emerge in the political 
space sequel to the exit of 
the former Vice President, 
Atiku Abubakar from the 
r u l i n g  p a r t y !  T h e  l at e s t 
movement was exp e cte d, 
though not so soon. But no-
body should be fooled that 
major principal officers in 
both chambers will not part 
way with the APC!

Dear EFCC, passing the bulk on the media is uncalled for

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

L
ast week, the Senate 
concluded debate on 
general  principles 
of the 2018 Appro-
priation Bill, where 

lawmakers  exhauste d the 
three legislative days to pro-
fer solutions to the nation’s 
economic challenges.

However, due to a meet-
ing by the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) in Vienna, which 
w o u l d  l at e r  c a p  N i g e r i a’ s 
oil production at 1.8million 
barrels per day, the consid-
eration of the 2018 to 2020 
Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework (MTEF) and Fis-
cal Strategy Paper (FSP) and 
Second Reading of the N8.612 
trillion budget were deferred 
to this week.

While  s ome lawmakers 
used the opportunity of the 
d e b at e  t o  s h o wc a s e  t h e i r 

oratory prowess, a few others 
read from prepared speeches 
drafted by their legislative 
aides while the benchwarm-
ers did what they knew how 
to do best: sit and sleep in the 
hallowed chamber without 
uttering a word throughout 
the three-day exercise.

The c ontribution by the 
s enator repres enting Bay-
elsa East, Ben Murray-Bruce, 
went viral when he called on 
the President Muhammadu 
Buhari-led administration to 
sell government-owned me-
dia companies.

While insisting that state-
owned media establishments 
like the Nigerian Television 
Authority (NTA), which he 
once headed; Federal Radio 
Corporation of Nigeria (FRCN), 
Voice of Nigeria (VON) have 
c ontribute d to the bloate d 
recurrent spending, he made 
a case for the scrapping of 
these agencies to relieve the 
national budget of recurrent 
expenditures.

His  words :  “Some agen-
cies are so bloated it defies 
logic but these agencies exist. 
I called President Obasanjo on 
phone two days ago and he 
said to me; the National Orien-
tation Agency was necessary 
when we had no political par-
ties. What is the value of the 
National Orientation Agency 

in today’s world, for instance? 
Yet, billions of naira is spent 
in that agency.

“Let  us lo ok at  agencies 
that make no s ens e.  FRCN 
sell it to the staff. FRCN has 
8, 000 workers sell it to them. 
Sell NTA to the staff. Voice of 
Nigeria, who listens to Voice 
of Nigeria? Sell it. If the staff 
wants to buy, let them buy 
it. Set up a cooperative like 
Awolowo did, sell it to them. 
If we spend 71 perfect on re-
current expenditure, we will 
never get out of this predica-
ment we find ourselves”.

As beautiful as the sena-
tor’s presentation, it sounds 
like a religious leader who 
tells his members to practise 
what he preaches and not 
what he does or like a father 
who smokes, discourages his 
kids from doing so yet engages 
in the act right in front of his 
children. Hypocrisy!

At the moment, the Senate 
is planning to establish ad-
ditional 100 federal agencies, 
commissions and institutes 
which will increase the recur-
rent expenditure of govern-
ment.

Re c ently,  President Mu-
hammadu Buhari refused to 
sign the Chartered Institute of 
Treasury Management (Estab-
lishment) Bill passed by the 
National Assembly into law 

on the grounds of duplication 
of functions by the proposed 
institute and other existing 
professional institutes that 
regulate treasury managers 
in Nigeria.

Some of the proposed agen-
cies at various stages of leg-
islation in the Eighth Senate 
include: Senior Citizens Cen-
tre Bill, Complimentary and 
Alternative Medicine Practice 
Regulatory Council of Nigeria 
(Est., etc) Bill, Chartered Insti-
tute of Project Management 
of  Nigeria (Establishment) 
Bill, Environmental Manag-
ers Registration Council of 
Nigeria (Establishment) Bill, 
National Poverty Eradication 
Commission (Est,  etc., )  Bill, 
Chartered Institute of Public 
Management of Nigeria, Char-
tered Institute of Financial 
and Investment Analyst of 
Nigeria (Est, etc.) Bill, National 
Child Protection and Enforce-
ment Agency Bill, Nigerian 
Peac e Corps (Est,  etc. )  B ill , 
Nigerian Institute of Social 
Work (Est, etc.) Bill, Forestry 
Research Institute of Nigeria 
(Est, etc.) Bill and Institute of 
Nigeria Air Force Technology 
Bill.

Others are:  Nigerians in 
Diaspora Commission (Estab-
lishment) Bill, National Post-
graduate College of Medical 
Laboratory Science Bill, Nige-

ria Institute of Soil Science (Es-
tablishment, etc.) Bill, Defence 
Space Agency (Establishment, 
etc) Bill, Federal Capital Terri-
tory Hospitals Management 
Board (Establishment,etc) Bill, 
Chartered Institute of Human 
Capital Development of Ni-
geria Bill, Chattered Institute 
of  Exp ort  and Commo dity 
Brokers of Nigeria Bill, Chat-
tered Institute of Public Man-
agement of Nigeria Bill, Na-
tional Commission for Peace, 
Reconciliation(Establishment 
etc) Bill and Chattered Insti-
tute of Project Managers of 
Nigeria (Establishment etc) 
Bill among others.

Another talking point from 
the debate was when senators 
expressed concern over what 
they described as the ever 
increasing debt profile of the 
country.

The nation’s extant laws 
mandates that requests for 
loans - both foreign and do-
mestic - must get the approval 
of the national parliament. 

I t  therefore amounts  to 
speaking from both sides of 
the mouth when the same 
Eighth Senate  that  has  s o 
f a r  a p p r o v e d  N 8  t r i l l i o n 
l o a n  t o  b o t h  Fe d e ra l  a n d 
state governments in over 
two years,  turns around to 
c o n d e m n  t h e  r i s i n g  d e b t 
profile.

Speaking from both sides of the mouth
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L
ike the biblical Abra-
ham who at  every 
point of his encounter 
with Divinity erected 
memorial altars as sou-

venirs of his personal legacy 
which his generation should 
tread along after his home call, 
the family of Tayo Aderinokun, 
late co-founder of Guarantee 
Trust Bank (GTB), publicly suc-
cumbed to their patriarch’s phil-
anthropic drive in education 
when on November 2, 2017 they 
commissioned a 500-seater lec-
ture theatre for the University 
of Lagos’ Faculty of Business 
Administration. The theatre is 
named the Tayo Aderinokun 
Memorial Theatre, in memory 
of the departed banker.  

Salamatu Aderinokun, the 
late banker’s wife, who is the 
currently managing director 
of First Marina, speaking at 
the commissioning ceremony, 
aptly captured her husband’s 
vision when she poetically 
noted that “if a departed was 
known for his charitable dis-
position during his lifetime, a 
continuation of such in his ab-
sence, to the glory of God and 
mankind, opens favour for him 
in the sight of the Almighty”.

The deceased’s widow re-
minded the audience of her hus-
band’s great passion for educa-
tion. That passion, she said, drove 
him to establish Day Waterman 
College, Ogun State, with the 
primary purpose of providing 
world-class qualitative educa-
tion that would be available to 
brilliant but less privileged chil-
dren, noting proudly that it is on 
record that at least 30 percent of 
the student population fell under 
this category.

Indeed, the foremost Nigerian 
banker who died in London, 
United Kingdom, on June 14, 
2011, made headlines when he 
established Day Waterman Col-
lege, Ogun State in 2008 in order 
to provide qualitative education 
that would deliver future gen-
erations of leaders for Nigeria in 
particular and the African con-
tinent in general. In his absence, 
his family has boldly continued 
with his legacy. The commis-
sioning of the lecture theatre at 
University of Lagos is one such 
example.

The ceremony was attended 
by heavyweights like Godwin 
Obaseki, Edo State governor; 
Ibikunle Amosun, Ogun State 
governor, who was represented 
by Taiwo Adeoluwa, Secretary 
to the State Government; Wale 
Babalakin, a Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria (SAN), and Rahmon 
Bello, outgoing and incoming 
Vice Chancellor of UNILAG re-
spectively in attendance.

Accompanied by her late 
husband’s siblings (Eddy Aderi-
nokun, Yejide Ajayi, Kayode 

Legacy from the grave:
When Aderinokun’s family donated lecture theatre to UNILAG

Aderinokun, Ggbemisola Oke) to 
the event, the late banker’s wife 
said in view of the quality that 
Tayo Aderinokun stood and was 
known for, seasoned consultants 
and contractors were engaged 
on the project, resulting in the 
perfect finishing that the project 
turned out to be.

“I therefore use this oppor-
tunity to thank the team of 
professionals, who outside their 
professional engagements were 
unflinching in their commit-
ment to the execution of the 
project because of who Tayo 
was to them. My appreciation 
goes to Tayo Babalakin, Zedome 
Enahoro, Bolaji Ipaye and Emeka 
Njere and all the other members 
of the team,” Mrs Aderinokun 
said.

“In bringing this special occa-
sion to reality, special mention 
must be made of the great efforts 
made by the Office of Advance-
ment of the University of Lagos 
under the leadership of Mrs. I. A. 
Salaam with the encouragement 
and support of the former depu-
ty vice-chancellor (Management 

Services), Prof. Duro Oni, and of 
important mention, the outgoing 
vice-chancellor, Prof. Rahmon 
Bello. I thank you especially for 
this hour. It was through their 
persistence and follow-up con-
sultations that we are gathered 
here today. I am most humbled 
that an assembly of academics 
and various professionals and 
high calibre personalities have 
gathered here to grace this oc-
casion,” she said.

Benson Aruna, chairman, 
Nigerian Institute for Train-
ing and Development (NITAD), 
Lagos chapter, who spoke with 
BDSUNDAY on the title “Legacy 
from the grave of Tayo Aderi-
nokun”, said although some 
few philanthropists have been 
building theatres for higher 
institutions, the difference is 
that it is the Aderinokun family 
who built a befitting theatre for 
UNILAG in Tayo’s memory. 

“One thing I respect Tayo for 
was his human relations when 
he was alive. I have never seen 
somebody who was mourned 
the way Tayo was mourned. 

Although his death was a big 
burden, people mourned him 
because of the impact he had 
when he was alive.

“When he established Water-
man College in Abeokuta, it was 
observed that when we send our 
children abroad to school, they 
give them cultural values differ-
ent from our own; and managing 
these children was becoming 
another thing, since our values 
are different from that of the 
white people.

“So, they built that school 
to international standard for 
Nigerians to put their children 
there, so that they will learn our 
culture and value, where they 
can only go abroad for their sum-
mer. This was contrary to what 
was obtained at the time; our 
children were spending their de-
velopmental years abroad. What 
Tayo set up was to ensure that 
our values are inculcated in our 
children, that shows you how 
in-depth he was,” Aruna said.  

According to him, Ibukun 
Awosika, the current chairper-
son of First Bank plc, was one 
of the big names that the late 
Tayo encouraged to venture into 
Nigeria’s secondary education 
space for the same reason, add-
ing that he was happy that Tayo’s 
family would not allow their late 
patriarchs education legacy to 
wipe off, just as his colleagues in 
the bank have not allowed the 
values he inculcated in them to 
wear off.

“And we can see that rub-
bing off on Access Bank, where 
the key players were part of 
his team at the developmental 
stage. Aig Imoukhuede and the 
current MD of Access Bank are 
products of Tayo’s leadership 
qualities. You can see the way 
they were able to sustain the 
old Access Bank, and even after 
they acquired Intercontinental 
Bank, they were able to fuse the 
two,” he said.

The man, Tayo Aderinokun

Tayo Aderinokun, whose full 
name is Olutayo Aderinokun, 
was born on May 8, 1955, in 
Kano State, to a technician fa-
ther working for the Nigerian 
Railways. He had his primary 
education at Baptist Day School, 
Kano, from 1961 to 1966.

At the onset of the Nigerian 
Civil War in 1966, he relocated 
with his parents to Lagos, where 
he attended Surulere Baptist 
School from 1966 to 1967, St. 
Peter’s College, Abeokuta, from 
1968 to 1972, and St. Gregory’s 
Boys College, Lagos from 1973 
to 1974. He proceeded to obtain 
a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration from the Uni-
versity of Lagos, and much later, 
an MBA in International Busi-
ness from the Graduate School 
of Management, University of 
California, Los Angeles, in 1981.

Tayo Aderinokun had al-
ways b e en in the banking 
sector. He began his rise to 
prominence working for the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
and then went on to work for 
Chase Merchant Bank Nigeria 
Limited. He moved on to Prime 
Merchant Bank where he oc-
cupied the position of an As-
sistant General Manager and 
Head, Financial Services.

He, however, resigned his 
position to start up his own 
business – First Marina Trust 
Limited – one of the pioneer 
CBN non-licensed and non-bank 
financial institutions, which 
he supervised until 1990 when 
he co-founded Guaranty Trust 
Bank with Fola Adeola.

Upon the inception of GTB, 
Tayo was made the Deputy 
Managing Director, a position he 
held for 12 years (1990 to 2002) 
and then was promoted to the 
position of Managing Director 
after the resignation of Fola Ade-
ola. He remained the Managing 
Director until his death on the 
14th of June, 2011.

During his time as MD of 
GTB, the bank witnessed tre-
mendous progress and growth 
and emerged over the years as 
an industry leader, pacesetter of 
unique and progressive innova-
tions in the banking industry. 

It was under his leadership 
that the bank won the follow-
ing awards: 2009 and 2010 Best 
Bank in Nigeria awards from 
the Banker Magazine; 2009 
and 2010 Best Bank in Nige-
ria awards from Euromoney 
Awards for Excellence; SIAO 
2008 and 2009 Best Corporate 
Social Responsibility Awards; 
2007 Most Respected Company 
in Nigeria Award from Prize-
WaterhouseCoopers and Busi-
nessDay newspaper; and Nige-
rian Stock Exchange President’s 
Merit Award in 2003, 2005, 2007 
and 2008.

He was also a recipient of the 
Member of the Federal Republic 
(MFR), one of Nigeria’s presti-
gious national awards.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Governor Godwin Obaseki of Edo State commissioning the theater, while Salamatu Aderinokun, the late banker’s wife, who is the 
current managing director of First Marina watches behind the governor with officials of UNILAG



Optimising technology for increased 
telecoms digital impact on man, economy

T
o say that technol-
ogy is revolutionis-
ing the world is, to 
say the least, empha-
sising the obvious, 

because every turn one makes, 
one sees its impact. Virtually 
every aspect of existence is 
affected, but the telecoms 
industry, which reflects the 
witch-spirit in man and sci-
ence, enjoys much of technol-
ogy.  

Clearly, digital technology 
has changed the world. Com-
munication, commerce, trans-
portation, education entertain-
ment, and virtually all aspects 
of life have been impacted 
significantly and the verdict 
seems to be that one keeps up 
with the changes or he loses 
out.

Right in the middle of the 
technological shift is telecom-
munications – an industry that 
has experienced exponential 
growth in Nigeria in the past 
decade, providing Nigerians 
valuable connections to op-
portunities globally.

With the fierce competition 
in the telecom industry, Nige-
ria has myriads of digital ser-
vices that promise to meet the 
many needs, and resolve the 
several challenges that have 
become apparent in this digital 
age. The mobile telecommuni-
cations network operators are 
in the lead in creating products 
and services that enable Nige-
rians enjoy the best of digital 
life and accomplish great feats.

Of the big four telecommu-
nications companies in Nigeria, 
9mobile stands out in terms of 
innovation and impact. The 
telco’s digital services such as 
Morebackup, Cloud9, 9mobile 
football Portal, 9mobile game 
portal, fitness portal, video portal 
and app store, have set the pace 
in the industry and created value 
that was once unperceivable.

One of the areas 9mobile has 
been exemplary in applying 
cutting-edge digital technology 
is mobile financial services. 
This represents the company’s 
response to the growing de-
mand for seamless, quicker and 
easier financial transactions, 
and its active involvement in 
the fast rise of the financial 
technology (Fintech) industry.

True to its nature and vi-
sion of empowering Nigeri-
ans, 9mobile has taken the 
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lead in innovating, providing 
platforms for, and facilitating 
digital financial services that 
have revolutionised business 
transactions and simplified 
access to credit for individuals 
and small businesses – a fun-
damental element of economic 
growth. The company’s digital 
footprints have been hugely 
impactful on service areas such 
as insurance, payments, sav-
ings as well as entertainment, 
education, and communica-

tion, both data and voice. 
According to Adia Sowho, 

the company’s Director, Digital 
Business, 9mobile has invested 
a lot to empower Nigerians 
by creating customer-centric 
products/services that truly 
address customers’ needs with 
an array of digital content and 
multiple mobile transactional 
mediums, which give subscrib-
ers access to m-commerce 
experience and more.

 “With the rich portfolio of 
digital and mobile financial 
services such as Cloud9, More 
status and Kwikcash, 9mobile 
subscribers are granted access 
to entertainment, business 
promotion and instant loans. 
9mobile is also able to provide 
informative and educative 
services to subscribers through 
technical and content partner-
ships, as well as enabling new 
businesses with various finan-
cial options and facilitating the 
evolution of the digital age in 
Nigeria,” she said.

Continuing, Sowho cited, 
“our recently-launched 9pay, a 
mo bile payment solution that 
enables subscribers pay for an 
array of media, games, apps 
and digital content on Google 

Telecom mast

Globally, technology is driving growth and development of the telecommunication industry. In Nige-
ria, it is amazing how telecom companies are optimising technology to bolster development across 
sectors and spheres of human existence. In this piece, CHUKA UROKO reviews how one of the major 
companies, 9mobile, is impacting Nigeria’s socio-economic landscape with its digital footprints.  

With the fierce com-
petition in the tele-
com industry, Nige-
ria has myriads of 
digital services that 
promise to meet the 
many needs, and 
resolve the several 
challenges that have 
become apparent in 
this digital age.

Play store, is also a means of 
making important financial 
transactions”.

These transactions, she said, 
included sending and receiving 
money, receiving change from 
merchants, topping up air-time 
and much more, thereby allow-
ing 9mobile subscribers partici-
pate in m-commerce which is 
critical in light of the global ICT 
revolution.  Sowho added that 
in 9mobile’s product research 
and development trajectory, 
the telco constantly seeks out 
ways to promote financial 
inclusion while bridging the 
digital divide that currently 
exists in Nigeria.

For financial inclusion, its 
services, which enable and 
grant access to online banking 
transactions, mobile insur-
ance, payment solutions and 
instant loans, have significantly 
defined the growing impact 
of fintech, despite prevailing 
national regulatory limitations. 
For instance, Kwikcash, a ser-
vice that allows customers to 
take instant loans with a conve-
nient payback right from their 
mobile devices, which 9mobile 
offers in partnership with Sup-
port Microfinance Bank, is the 

first of its kind in Nigeria.
The instant loan product, 

which was created to improve 
financial inclusion, enables 
9mobile subscribers to obtain 
quick loans by simply dialing 
*561# on their mobile devices. 
The loan is instantly delivered 
to the bank account of the 
customer making the request; 
with no collateral or documen-
tation needed.

To carryout online banking 
transactions, such as pay bills, 
purchase airtime and make 
bank transfers from a mobile 
device, 9mobile provides ser-
vice codes such as MM USSD/
Payments, Guaranty Trust 
Bank *737#, and codes for 
Wema Bank and Ecobank. For 
mobile insurance on a daily to 
monthly subscription basis, the 
telco offers Sure4life, 9ja4life, 
and Screen Ins.

For safe, reliable and con-
venient payment solutions 
for subscribers, 9mobile offers 
9Pay and MCash, which use 
QR code scan to offset bills. To 
help subscribers to create ac-
count and save money, 9mobile 
offers GTEasysavers. 9mobile 
has also introduced Paysolar, 
a power solution that pow-
ers certain appliances over a 
24-hour duration based on a 
subscription model payable on 
a monthly basis.

Championing the digital rev-
olution into Nigeria’s burgeon-
ing entertainment industry, 
9mobile conceived Cloud 9TV 
in 2015 as a marketing chan-
nel for music content (Cloud 9 
music) via its experience cen-
tres. Within the first couple of 
months, Cloud 9 music became 
the most sought-after content 
platform for upcoming and es-
tablished artistes who required 
an alternative marketing con-
tent channel, with a guaranteed 
exposure to over half a million 
views monthly.

9mobile’s impact continues 
to grow. As Sowho puts it, “the 
future is digital and 9mobile is 
ready for it.” This underlines 
the passion with which the 
company has continued to 
ramp up its technology, techni-
cal capabilities and interactions 
with its customers, all in fur-
therance of its promise to keep 
offering best-in-class products 
and services that harness rapid 
technological advancements 
that define this digital age.
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Ridding Apapa of incessant gridlock 

C
urrently, gaining access 
to Apapa is fast turning 
into a  hor rendous 
experience. That the 
once quiet and calm 

Apapa has lost its serenity and pride 
would be an understatement. Major 
business interests that once made 
Apapa thick have since relocated 
to other parts of the State in view 
of the unbearable traffic situation 
along the axis.

    Paradoxically, Apapa is very 
central to the economy of Nigeria, 
being a major gateway to the 
country’s sea ports. The major 
share of government’s revenue 
comes from both the Apapa and Tin 
Can Island Ports. More than 75 per 
cent of the goods that are imported 
into the country come through the 
ports in Lagos and the major ports 
in the country are based in Apapa. 
Therefore, Apapa is undoubtedly 
vital to the prosperity of Nigeria.

    Unfortunately, in recent time, 
motorists, commuters as well as 
business men moving towards the 
axis have been subjected to untold 
hardship occasioned by perennial 
traffic gridlock that has become a 
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recurring issue along the ever-busy 
Apapa-Oshodi expressway. The 
traffic which usually stretches several 
kilometers is often mostly chaotic at 
Mile 2 and Julius Berger yard with 
people spending close to four hours 
on a journey that should not be more 
than thirty minutes.

The issues involved along the axis 
are multi-faceted. One, the Apapa-
Oshodi road, a federal government 
facility,  is in need of urgent 
rehabilitation. Second, the nuisance 
of trailer drivers on the road is 
becoming a major concern. Not only 
do they drive recklessly, they equally 
pack their trucks indiscriminately 
along the road. Third, incessant 
cases of abandoned vehicles equally 
constitute a major hindrance to 
motorists on the highway.

The fallout of the current situation 
on the country’s economy is indeed 
quite enormous. First, the difficulty 
in accessing the ports makes it very 
hard for agents to process their papers 
for the clearance of goods.  The delay 
in the clearance of goods from the 
ports, invariably, makes the nation’s 
ports one of the most expensive in the 
world.  It takes about two to five days 
for empty containers to be returned 
back to the port and yet the importers 
and their agents are made to pay 
demurrage and levies for a fault that 
is not theirs.

The situation might get worse 
unless government muster the will 
to effectively intervene. The traffic 
crisis has equally resulted to loss of 

business and enormous man-hours. 
Indeed, most business interests in 
the Apapa axis have either folded 
up or relocated while the value of 
properties along the axis has seriously 
diminished.

Also, the traffic gridlock has 
seriously affected the productivity of 
freight forwarders, customs officers 
and other government agencies at 
the ports as well as other business 
interests along the axis. Similarly, 
auto sellers at the popular Berger auto 
market and sunrise auto mart have 
also been experiencing shortfalls in 
business as a result of the traffic crisis 
in the axis. Naturally, the cost of goods 
in the market is on the upward swing 
as the importers and customs agents 
build in the hours lost on the roads to 
the cost of their goods and services.

There is an urgent need for relevant 
government agencies to put in place 
a more institutionalized framework 
that would not only speedily ease 
traffic at Apapa, but equally restore 
its lost glory. The Nigerian National 
Petroleum Company (NNPC) should 
stop issuing loading ticket for tanker 
drivers when adequate preparation 
has not been made for them, in order 
to reduce indiscriminate parking on 
the highway by the drivers. Similarly, 
it is important that more tank farms 
are constructed along this axis to 
contain the over 3,000 tankers that 
come into Lagos on a daily basis.

Perhaps more importantly, it is 
essential that more refineries are 
built while existing ones are urgently 
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Ogunbiyi is of the Features Unit, 
Ministry of Information & Strategy, 

Alausa, Ikeja, Lagos.

rehabilitated to ease the stress on 
Lagos.  Continuous importation 
of fuel, no doubt, will continue to 
put more pressure on Lagos and its 
infrastructure. Equally, we need to 
creatively look into the petroleum 
distributive system and bring out 
more satisfactory options.

Perhaps, more considerably, 
the federal government needs to 
invest massively in the infrastructure 
development of Apapa. Infrastructure 
development is critical to achieving 
human capital development in 
any society. Without doubt, the 
growth of any country’s economy 
hugely depends on the status of its 
infrastructure.

It is in view of this that the Lagos 
State Government is planning a 
regeneration of the Apapa Central 
Business District, CBD, after several 
years of neglect by federal authorities. 
The mainstay of this plan is to restore 
business activities in the area as well as 
address environmental degradation 
caused by illegal activities of oil 
companies and trailer drivers.   

    On a final note, in order to 
ensure that new windows are opened 
for development and growth in 
Apapa and its environs,  Abuja must 
constructively engage Lagos for a 
developmental partnership that 
could enhance the prosperity of not 
only the state but the country at large.

Ogunbiyi is of the Ministry of 
Information and Strategy, Alausa, 
Ikeja.
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O
nce in a while, Africa 
produces talented women 
politicians who, despite 
the odds, overcome the 
obstacles that impede their 

success in the political arena.
Some of the African women who 

have shattered the glass ceiling include 
Liberia’s president, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf; 
former president of Malawi, Joyce Banda; 
Mauritius’s president, Ameenah Gurib-
Fakim; and former interim president of 
the Central African Republic, Catherine 
Samba-Panza.

For most African women, however, 
the political terrain is too rough to 
navigate. Few make the journey, 
perceiving that their male colleagues 
would try to undermine them.

In their effort to take up leadership 
positions, qualified African women can 
expect to confront gender-based attacks, 
including being labelled “prostitutes” 
or “concubines”. Sometimes they are 
sexually harassed, and they often 
contend with men seeking sexual favours 
as preconditions for support.

Propositions from senior male office 
holders as a precondition for entry into 
the field are unacceptable, says former 
Nigerian senator Uche Lilian Ekwunife. 
She adds that this is a tactic men have 
used for years to discourage women from 

More women in politics
entering the political fray.

Ms. Ekwunife recollects her 2011 re-
election campaign for Nigeria’s House 
of Representatives, when her opponent 
superimposed her head on a naked 
body and sent the picture to YouTube 
“just to demean my person.” Luckily, 
that childish slur backfired, and Ms. 
Ekwunife easily won the election to the 
legislative body. 

Four years later, when she sought 
election to the senate in 2015, her 
experience was less pleasant. Although 
she was re-elected to become one of 
six women out of the 109 senators in 
Nigeria’s upper law-making body, her 
political journey was short. The courts 
nullified her election after she had 
been in the senate only six months. She 
believes that her election’s nullification 
was politically motivated, even though 
there was the issue of her switching 
political parties at the last minute.

Ms. Ekwunife’s experience is not 
unique among women political hopefuls 
in Africa. For example, just two days after 
activist Diane Shima Rwigara declared 
her intention to run for the presidency 
in Rwanda’s general election in August 
this year, social media was awash with 
purported nude pictures of her. Her 
candidacy was disqualified by election 
officials.

In neighbouring Uganda, a member 
of the opposition Zainab Fatuma Naigaga 
and some male colleagues were arrested 

to balance family and work.  They also 
tend to have less money than their male 
counterparts to spend on campaign 
expenses.

Shauna Shames of New Jersey’s 
Rutgers University-Camden, writing 
about “Barriers and solutions to 
increasing women’s political power,” 
notes that “when money dominates 
politics, women lose out. With women 
having persistently lower incomes for 
many reasons, they are far less likely 
than men to be in the social and business 
networks that pour money into political 
campaigns.”

Major political parties rarely 
nominate women for elected positions 
during primaries because of the belief that 
women stand a slim chance of winning 
against men. In Kenya, for example, all 
the leading parties nominated men as 
presidential candidates for the August 
2017 elections.

Sometimes a political party will 
attempt to curry favour by nominating 
women, yet will not fully back the female 
politicians to win elections, explains Ms. 
Ekwunife.

Women candidates are more 
vulnerable than their male counterparts 
to electoral violence, including physical 
attacks on the candidates themselves, 
their families or supporters, from the 
campaigns to election time, says Ms. 
Mabona.

The Kenyan government pledged 

to enhance security for women 
aspirants in the lead-up to the August 
2017 general election. The cabinet 
secretary for interior security, the late 
Joseph Nkaissery, in June announced 
the government’s intention to protect 
women candidates, but also told them 
to be “tough,” without explaining what 
he meant, leaving pundits to infer a tacit 
approval for women to be violent.

Ms. Mabona herself witnessed raw 
violence early this year during her 
political party’s fiery primaries in her 
Mbita Constituency in western Kenya. 
Her bodyguard was killed and her house 
was burned down.

Will the ground be level anytime 
soon for women politicians in Africa? 
Dismas Mokua, a political analyst with 
Trintari International, a Nairobi-based 
public relations firm, says women in 
Africa have made some impact in politics 
but could do better. Most societies are 
patriarchal and don’t expect women to 
take up leadership positions, explains 
Mr. Mokua.

“Running for a public office requires 
resources. A lot of women candidates 
may not have the requisite finances,” 
says Mr. Mokua.

Against all odds, the time is now for 
Africa’s visionary female politicians to 
join politics and change the narrative.

 
Culled from Africa Renewal
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on their way to a political rally in October 
2015. But it was only Ms. Naigaga who 
was stripped naked by abusive police 
officers, while the men were left alone.

In Kenya, MP Millie Odhiambo 
Mabona was analysing the country’s 
Security Laws (Amendment) Bill 2014 
in Parliament when a commotion on 
the floor degenerated into a free-for-all 
brawl.

Ms. Mabona says she was assaulted 
by two pro-government MPs. “That day I 
was in a dress and these men kept pulling 
it up while I pulled it down. They went 
ahead and tore my panties,” Ms. Mabona 
told Africa Renewal in an interview.

One of the accused male MPs was 
quoted in the local dailies, saying, “I 
slapped her because she wanted to 
assault the deputy speaker. That was great 
disrespect.” The MPs later passed the bill 
on security laws.

Fighting back
Women facing sexual harassment 

must call the men’s bluff, says Ms. 
Mabona. “If they threaten me with 
exposing my sexual encounters, I tell 
them I would also expose those that I 
went out with.” Ms. Ekwunife, taking a 
different tack, says “women need to focus 
and ignore these distractions.”

Besides issues relating to their bodies 
and their private lives, African female 
politicians, most of the time, begin their 
career in politics later in life, and start 
from a position of disadvantage of having 
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Spence, a Nobel laureate in eco-
nomics and Professor of Eco-
nomics at NYU’s Stern School 

of Business is the author of The Next 
Convergence – The Future of Eco-
nomic Growth in a Multispeed World.

Economists like me are asked a set 
of recurring questions that might in-
form the choices of firms, individuals, 
and institutions in areas like invest-
ment, education, and jobs, as well 
as their policy expectations. In most 
cases, there is no definitive answer. 
But, with sufficient information, one 
can discern trends, in terms of econo-
mies, markets, and technology, and 
make reasonable guesses.

In the developed world, 2017 
will likely be recalled as a period of 
stark contrast, with many economies 
experiencing growth acceleration, 
alongside political fragmentation, 
polarization, and tension, both do-
mestically and internationally. In the 
long run, it is unlikely that economic 
performance will be immune to cen-
trifugal political and social forces. Yet, 
so far, markets and economies have 
shrugged off political disorder, and 
the risk of a substantial short-term 
setback seems relatively small.

The one exception is the United 
Kingdom, which now faces a messy 
and divisive Brexit process. Else-
where in Europe, Germany’s severely 
weakened chancellor, Angela Merkel, 
is struggling to forge a coalition 
government. None of this is good for 
the UK or the rest of Europe, which 

The global economy in 2018
MICHAEL SPENCE

KWAMBOKA OYARO

desperately needs France and Ger-
many to work together to reform the 
European Union.

One potential shock that has 
received much attention relates to 
monetary tightening. In view of im-
proving economic performance in the 
developed world, a gradual reversal 
of aggressively accommodative mon-
etary policy does not appear likely to 
be a major drag or shock to asset val-
ues. Perhaps the long-awaited upward 
convergence of economic fundamen-
tals to validate market valuations is 
within reach.

In Asia, Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping is in a stronger position than ever, 
suggesting that effective management 
of imbalances and more consump-
tion- and innovation-driven growth 
can be expected. India also appears 
set to sustain its growth and reform 
momentum. As these economies 
grow, so will others throughout the 
region and beyond.

When it comes to technology, es-
pecially digital technology, China and 
the United States seem set to dominate 
for years to come, as they continue to 
fund basic research, reaping major 
benefits when innovations are com-
mercialized. These two countries are 
also home to the major platforms 
for economic and social interaction, 
which benefit from network effects, 
closure of informational gaps, and, 
perhaps most important, artificial-
intelligence capabilities and applica-
tions that use and generate massive 
sets of valuable data.

Such platforms are not just lucra-

tive on their own; they also produce 
a host of related opportunities for 
new business models operating in 
and around them, in, say, advertis-
ing, logistics, and finance. Given this, 
economies that lack such platforms, 
such as the EU, are at a disadvantage. 
Even Latin America has a major in-
novative domestic e-commerce player 
(Mercado Libre) and a digital pay-
ments system (Mercado Pago).

In mobile online payments sys-
tems, China is in the lead. With much 
of the country’s population having 
shifted directly from cash to mobile 
online payments – skipping checks 
and credit cards – China’s payments 
systems are robust.

Earlier this month on Singles’ Day, 
an annual festival of youth-oriented 
consumption that has become the 
single largest shopping event in the 
world, China’s leading online payment 
platform, Alipay, processed up to 
256,000 payments per second, using a 
robust cloud computing architecture. 
There is also impressive scope for 
expanding financial services – from 
credit assessments to asset manage-
ment and insurance – on the Alipay 
platform, and its expansion into other 
Asian countries via partnerships is 
well underway.

In the coming years, developed 
and developing economies will also 
have to work hard to shift toward 
more inclusive growth patterns. Here, 
I anticipate that national governments 
may take a back seat to businesses, 
subnational governments, labor 
unions, and educational and non-

profit institutions in driving progress, 
especially in places hit by political 
fragmentation and a backlash against 
the political establishment.

Such fragmentation is likely to 
intensify. Automation is set to sus-
tain, and even accelerate, change on 
the demand side of labor markets, in 
areas ranging from manufacturing 
and logistics to medicine and law, 
while supply-side responses will 
be much slower. As a result, even if 
workers gain stronger support during 
structural transitions (in the form of 
income support and retraining op-
tions), labor-market mismatches are 
likely to grow, sharpening inequality 
and contributing to further political 
and social polarization.

Nonetheless, there are reasons to 
be cautiously optimistic. For starters, 
there remains a broad consensus 
across the developed and emerg-
ing economies on the desirability of 
maintaining a relatively open global 
economy.

The notable exception is the US, 
though it is unclear at this point 
whether President Donald Trump’s 
administration actually intends to 
retreat from international coopera-
tion, or is merely positioning itself to 
renegotiate terms that are more favor-
able to the US. What does seem clear, 
at least for now, is that the US cannot 
be counted on to serve as a principal 
sponsor and architect of the evolving 
rules-based global system for fairly 
managing interdependence.

The situation is similar with re-
gard to mitigating climate change. 

The US is now the only country that 
is not committed to the Paris climate 
agreement, which has held despite the 
Trump administration’s withdrawal. 
Even within the US, cities, states, and 
businesses, as well as a host of civil-
society organizations, have signaled 
a credible commitment to fulfilling 
America’s climate obligations, with 
or without the federal government.

Still, the world has a long way to 
go, as its dependence on coal remains 
high. The Financial Times reports that 
peak demand for coal in India will 
come in about ten years, with mod-
est growth between now and then. 
While there is upside potential in this 
scenario, depending on more rapid 
cost reductions in green energy, the 
world is still years away from negative 
growth in carbon dioxide emissions.

All of this suggests that the global 
economy will confront serious chal-
lenges in the months and years ahead. 
And looming in the background is a 
mountain of debt that makes markets 
nervous and increases the system’s 
vulnerability to destabilizing shocks. 
Yet the baseline scenario in the short 
run seems to be one of continuity. 
Economic power and influence will 
continue to shift from west to east, 
without any sudden change in the 
pattern of job, income, political, and 
social polarization, primarily in the 
developed countries, and with no 
obvious convulsions on the horizon.

 

(c): Project Syndicate



Niger Delta: Time to embrace technical 
assistance offered by Israel

F
arah Najjar’s “Africa-
Israel summit ‘justifies 
colonialism, apartheid” 
attempts to dissuade 
Black Africa, or what 

the writer calls sub-Saharan Af-
rica, from doing business with the 
“apartheid” State of Israel. Latent 
with assumptions, omissions and 
double-speaks, the article cannot 
go unchallenged. Three instances 
will do:

One, Morocco, Algeria, Tuni-
sia, Mauritania and South Africa 
were privileged as leading the 
boycott against Israel. South Af-
rica, however, interests us. The 
International Criminal Court 
(ICC) issued two warrants against 
President Omar Al Bashir of Su-
dan for allegedly killing blacks 
in Darfur. Why didn’t President 
Jacob Zuma of South Africa ar-
rest him when he visited Pretoria 
in 2015? From the same South 
Africa, Ayesha Kajee and Naeem 
Jeenah are loudest in their con-
demnation of Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Benjamin Netanyahu’s petit 
sin while turning a blind eye on 
Al Bashir’s grand evil.

Two, the article is against Israel 
building military base in Black 
Africa while saying nothing about 
terrorists using wannabe jihadists 
in al Shabab and Boko Haram to 
massacre blacks. But Israeli mili-
tary bases in Black Africa must be 
seen as the antithesis to the thesis 
of Islamists’ camps. The synthesis 
is a balance of terror. The October 
truck bomb that killed over 300 
Somalis makes Israeli military and 
naval bases irresistible.

And three, Salman Abu Sitta’s 
derogatory comment is unfor-
tunate, namely, “Is Togo ready to 
send ships of slaves from Togo 
to Israel in annotation of their 
long history?” Clearly, before the 
Christianity-inspired trans-Atlan-
tic slave trade was the preceding 
Islam-instigated trans-Saharan 
slave trade. Why sanitise his-
tory? That these godly religions 
perpetuated such evils is the rea-
son why no self-respecting black 
trusts either. In Black Conscious-
ness we say, “Black man, you are 
on your own!”

On Middle East crisis
Israel’s right to exist is a reality 

none can wish away. We com-
mend progressive Arab states 
like Jordan and Egypt for making 
peace with Israel. To the Mah-
moud Abbas-led Palestinian Au-
thority (PA), we urge ceaseless dia-
logue with Israel while cautioning 
against that reconciliation with a 
seemingly reformed Hamas that 
still refuses to recognise the ex-
istence of Israel. Let it not be that 
Dr. Mordechai Kedar was right; 
that Hamas’ friendly overture to 
the PA was a survivalist strategy 
given the collapse of the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria, ISIS.

But Israel must also do things 
differently. Its militarist posture 
is a contributory factor in prolong-

ing the Middle East problem. The 
Jewish state extracts maximum 
revenge for the least infraction. 
If the entire Arab World poses 
no military threat to Israel, what 
harm could the unarmed PA 
possibly do to this power? By 
allowing itself to get entangled 
with ceaseless brush wars, Israel 
inexorably diminishes its role as 
global power.

To break the stalemate, the 
burden lies squarely on Israel 
to shift ground. Resident Israeli 
Ambassador, Guy Feldman, has 
enumerated the many conces-
sions his country made to pacify 
Palestinians to no avail. Our re-
sponse is that greatness comes 
with responsibility. We urge 
more concessions: Curtailment 
of police brutality, demilitarisa-
tion of Gaza and West Bank and 
return of Palestinian lands seized 
by Jewish settlers, to start with. 
Such far-reaching measures could 
embolden the PA to reconsider the 
thorny boundary issue.

We totally agree with Amos 
Oz that attitude, rather than ge-
ography, is the real problem. Israel 
itself, not the West, Arab World, 
UN, EU, AU or ECOWAS, holds the 
key to the Middle East problem. “If 
the Jewish state can conquer itself 
and apply diplomacy and creativ-
ity in its dealings with Arabs,” 
according to a political science 
Professor, Lawrence Baraebibai 
Ekpebu, “we are going to see a 
greater Israel capable of turning 
the entire Middle East into one 
huge industrial complex.”

ECOWAS-Israeli Summit
In June, Netanyahu arrived 

Monrovia, the Liberian capital, 
on the invitation of the Economic 
Community of West African 
States, ECOWAS. In his own 
words, the ECOWAS-Israeli Sum-
mit’s binary vision was to fight the 
bad and advance the good.

The bad were terrorists who 

worship death, “And together, 
together here in Africa, in the 
Middle East, in Europe, every-
where – together, we will defeat 
them faster,” he vowed. The good 
were the benefits ECOWAS coun-
tries stood to gain from his coun-
try, “In every field, in every field, 
our technology is there, it’s ready 
to work with you to provide solu-
tions to some of the most pressing 
problems of Africa. We want to 
help your soil become more fertile, 
your water reusable, your cities 
safer, your air cleaner,” Netanyahu 
told his audience.

As quid pro quo all that the 
guest from Tel Aviv asked was for 
his country to be given observer 
status in the African Union (AU). 
He’d like Black African support 
“in rejecting anti-Israel bias at the 
United Nations, and in bodies such 
as the General Assembly, UNESCO, 
and the Human Rights Council.”

It is against this envisaged 
cooperation between Israel and 
Black Africa that pro-Palestinian 
Najjar et al wrote. Their activities 
contrast with the goodwill Abbas 
received when he addressed the 
AU where he signed agreements 
for economic cooperation. The 
question now arises, do we work 
with one only to reject the other?

“Black Africa must be inde-
pendent in all things but neutral 
in nothing,” cautions Professor 
Ekpebu whose “Africa and the 
International Political System” 
conditioned post-colonial African 
diplomacy. “It must engage both 
Abbas and Netanyahu purely on 
the merits of each leader without 
recourse to pro-this and anti-that 
as our fortune cannot be tied to 
the bilateral relations of others. 
Permanent interests mean that no 
country sacrifices its core interests 
for another.” What the eminent 
academic is saying is that Black 
Africa is a free agent.
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that advanced a 16-point agenda. 
They also demanded that the 
IOCs relocate their administrative 
headquarters to the region.

Another demand was the im-
mediate commencement of aca-
demic activities, this 2017/2018 aca-
demic session, at the crucial Nigeria 
Maritime University, Okerenkoko, 
Delta State. Osinbajo was told that 
the Federal Government itself was 
a clog in the wheel of progress with-
holding from the Nsima Ekere-led 
Niger Delta Development Commis-
sion (NDDC), some 1.8 trillion naira 
as statutory allocation.

Altogether, the Osinbajo tour 
was a resounding success. We com-
mend the patriotism of the Niger 
Delta Avengers (NDA), as well as 
other armed groups, for voluntarily 
laying down their arms during 
and after the tour. Now is the time 
to negotiate. Like the great Harold 
Dappa-Biriye, we must never get 
tired dialoguing with Buhari the 
moment he named his negotia-
tion team. The present truce must 
be maintained for our governors, 
PANDEF, community leaders and 
royal fathers to do their work.

Modular refineries
One positive aspect of that tour 

was the decision by Federal Gov-
ernment to license oil-producing 
communities to build and oper-
ate modular refineries. Crushing 
poverty created a situation where 
local youths involve themselves 
in oil bunkering and illegal crude 
refining that worsen our devas-
tated environment. Converting 
these clandestine activities to 
legitimate measures would save 
the environment in addition to 
creating wealth.

Since this decision was taken, 
serious efforts were made at vari-
ous levels to make a success of it. 
The National Chairman of Host 
Communities of Nigeria Produc-
ing Oil and Gas (HOSCOM), Mike 
Emuh, told Nigerians that his or-

The Niger Delta is an integral 
part of Nigeria. The ethnic mi-
norities found in this marshland 
include the Ijaw, Ibibio, Ekpeye, 
Ikwerre, Urhobo, Ugep, Ogoni, 
Bini, etc. It is also true that this 
region produces over 96 percent 
of Nigerian crude. Our struggle 
for resource control, as defined 
in the Kaiama Declaration, is 
an international one given the 
exploration activities of Interna-
tional Oil Companies (IOCs), not 
limited to Chevron, Agip, Shell, 
Total, Mobil, etc.

This year marks the 60th anni-
versary of the Sir Henry Willinks 
Minority Commission, constituted 
by the departing colonial British, 
that concluded the region needed 
special intervention to attain 
infrastructural and manpower 
development. The indigenous 
government that succeeded the 
British abysmally failed to inter-
vene. Isaac Jasper Boro responded 
to institutional neglect by declar-
ing an independent Niger Delta 
Republic following his violent but 
ill-fated February 1966 Twelve-
Day Revolution.

In the over-three decades of 
military misrule, well into this 
Third Republic, certain IOCs ac-
tively colluded with soldiers in 
violating our environmental and 
human rights while seeing to it 
that uncooperative host com-
munities were razed. Scavengers, 
thieves and vandals were some 
pejorative epithets used in crimi-
nalising us.

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari, elected 2015, stated his deter-
mination to correct past mistakes 
and subsequently sent his Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo on a fact-
finding tour of the region. In that 
trip the ethnic minorities were 
unambiguous in their readiness 
to negotiate with Abuja through 
the Senator Edwin K. Clark-led 
Pan-Niger Delta Forum (PANDEF) 

Dickson Wike Okowa
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ganisation had satisfied 50percent 
of the requirements by the De-
partment of Petroleum Resources 
(DPR), for ten modular refineries.

At the state level, Bayelsa State 
Governor, Seriake Henry Dickson, 
for instance, responded with mas-
sive infrastructure. For the first 
time in human history, vehicles 
drove into these forgotten oil-
producing communities he linked 
by road with the capital city of 
Yenagoa: Toru-Orua, Angalabiri, 
Ofoni, Ayamasa and Aleibiri in 
Sagbama and Ekeremor LGAs. 
Dickson’s security measures in-
clude a large expanse of land he 
donated for the building of army 
barracks and Forward Operations 
Base. Convinced of the security of 
its investments, the management 
of Rehoboth Refinery signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU), with him to build a 60, 000 
barrels per day modular refinery 
in Bayelsa.

In the wider region, appre-
ciable milestones were achieved 
by the NDDC. Ekere went to 
Texas, USA, sourcing for technical 
partners for the refineries. His ef-
forts paid off as resident American 
Ambassador William Symington 
came calling at the commission 
headquarters where he expressed 
his satisfaction with steps taken 
by the management board so far. 
Symington said that his country 
would like a rapidly developed 
Niger Delta; being what Ekere and 
his team promised him.

But all is not well. Oil-producing 
Uwaorie Autonomous Commu-
nity of Oguta LGA, Imo State, 
for instance, comes across as the 
Fanonian native town brought to 
its knees by poverty. Its traditional 
ruler, His Royal Highness Eze Al-
banus Ozuruoha, has stated his 
willingness to donate land for Gov-
ernor Rochas Okorocha to build a 
modular refinery. Unless Okoro-
cha intervenes, Eze Ozuruoha fears 
that Uwaorie could miss out in the 
economic bazaar unleashed by 
Buhari’s government.

Three glaring lessons are de-
ducible from the poverty-stricken 
Uwaorie: One, paucity of funds 
makes it expedient for the mon-
archs and Community Develop-
ment Unions, CDUs, of host com-
munities to accept the technical 
assistance freely advanced by 
Israel. Two, the DPR erred making 
“counterpart funding” a condition 
given that the British-inspired 
Land Use Act of 1978 completely 
impoverished host communities. 
And three, the DPR is not carrying 
the grassroots along.

Host-community initiative
Two questions must be ad-

dressed if only to reassure the 
CDUs. The first is on the legality of 
host communities doing business 
directly with Israel, considering 
that Nigeria was conspicuously 
absent at the summit. The second 
has to do with modular refinery 
ownership as the scramble for 
licence tends to sideline the in-
tended beneficiaries.

In attempting the first we ad-
vance four crucial factors. Firstly, 
Nigeria has a healthy relationship 
with Israel that maintains an em-
bassy in Abuja and this renders 
any technical dealing legitimate.

Secondly, legitimacy is fur-
ther confirmed by the technical 
exchange programme between 
Yobe State and North Korea, for 

instance.
Thirdly, northern states are 

rapidly industrialising with Is-
lamic loans from the Arab World 
even though the same cannot 
be said of the nine Niger Delta 
states that depend on diminish-
ing oil revenue. The interven-
tionist NDDC expected to play 
a leading role in the building of 
the refineries is overburdened 
and underfunded.

And fourthly, technology is 
cyclic. Israeli technology, an im-
provement of Western technology, 
borrowed from ancient Egypt, 
engendered by Nubian civilisation, 
started with us here in Black Af-
rica. Netanyahu’s “Israel is coming 
back to Africa, and Africa is coming 
back to Israel” declaration must also 
be understood within the context 
of progressive exchange.

For Steve Biko, the white man 
might have invented modern med-
icine, aeroplane and weapon; but it 
was in the place of the black man 
to give these inventions a human 
face. Netanyahu brings back to Af-
rica our improved technology that 
served him so well in exchange for 
a friendship no technology can 
guarantee him. His quest reminds 
all that no race holds all the aces. 
The Niger Delta CDUs are in order 
partnering with Israel.

On the second question, host 
communities could lose out if the 
licensing is hijacked by the re-
gional elite. The Presidency should 
make public the identities and 
communities of the 35 applicants, 
13 of whose applications have 
reached the “Licence to Construct 
stage,” for the modular refineries. 
We caution that licensing entities 
other than the monarchs, CDUs, 
women and youth groups of host 
communities could be counter-
productive. Host communities 
must be helped by the DPR to 
form industrial clusters as neces-
sary step for licensing.

The Black Curse
Modular refinery is fifty years 

late, considering that petroleum 
was discovered in commercial 
quantity at Oloibiri in 1956. In the 
71 years of Nigerian petro-dollar 

economy our lack of representa-
tion at the highest level of decision 
making translated in wholesale 
exclusion. Oil blocs were awarded 
to citizens other than the regional 
minorities who are the rightful 
owners of the resources. We suf-
fer the hazards associated with 
oil exploration but not its benefits.

South Africa emerged from 
apartheid and built RDP Houses 
for its floating black population. 
But simple accommodation re-
mains elusive for our people who 
lost swathes of land to federal, 
state and international institu-
tions. Confined to four LGAs, for 
instance, Ikwerres gave up over 
30 percent of their territories to 
accommodate two airports, two 
army barracks, New GRA, golf/
polo fields, Risonpalm, naval 
base, two stadia, three universi-
ties, five tertiary institutions, the 
NTA, Greater Port Harcourt City, 
52 oil wells, 5 flow stations, IOCs’ 
bases, etc.

Rootlessness aside, the 5th 
September 2017 report of “CESifo 
Working Paper No. 6653, Univer-
sity of St. Gallen, Switzerland,” 
confirms what we know. That 
Niger Delta women living within 
10 kilometres of oil spill are likely 
to have still births while their sur-
viving babies risk being wasted 
and stunted: “Further, our causal 
estimates show that an oil spill less 
than 10 km away prior to concep-
tion increases neonatal mortality 
by about 38 deaths per 1,000 live 
births. Taken together, these num-
bers suggest that oil spills prior to 
conception killed around 16,000 
infants within the first month of 
their life in 2012. Our estimates 
further suggest that 70 percent 
of them, i.e., about 11,000 infants, 
would have survived their first 
year in the absence of oil spills.”

As we write, the South West 
wind blowing hinterland from 
the Atlantic Ocean deposits soot 
over Rivers and Bayelsa States; 
no thanks to gas-flaring that also 
causes acid rain. Our children 
wake up each morning with 
black smudge lodged deep in 
their throats and nostrils. Yet 

the perpetrators are the first to 
cast stone at us as violent people. 
Thank goodness, an impartial 
study group from Switzerland has 
vindicated us.

Knowing what they’re doing to 
our people, the IOCs took the pre-
caution of moving their headquar-
ters and families to Lagos, citing 
insecurity as pretext. It logically 
follows that the most effective 
weapon against environmental 
crimes is for Buhari to force oil 
multinationals to fully relocate to 
the Niger Delta. Relocation will 
end oil spill and gas flaring as no 
foreign oilman would risk lungs 
and skin cancers. Secondly, we 
demand that Buhari declares the 
decimated regional minorities an 
endangered group; granted that 
none can hold him personally 
accountable.

As humanity draws the cur-
tain on fossil fuel, we have only 
succeeded in producing the 
energy that made others rich 
without anything to show for 
it. In this anomy, we see a pat-
tern of history. Before fossil fuel, 
the source of energy was slave 
labour. The slave who toiled un-
der the sun to grow sugar cane 
could not benefit from the fruit 
of his own labour with his lips 
padlocked; in the same manner 
oil multinationals use soldiers to 
gag host communities.

It is for this reason that Carib-
bean writers like Samuel Selvon 
see sugar cane as a curse, just 
as Niger Delta writers also see 
petroleum. But soon, as fossil fuel 
is abolished, the liberated Niger 
Delta minorities shall, like eman-
cipated Negroes, lift their voices 
in spontaneous jubilation, “Free! 
Free!! Thank God Almighty, we 
are free!”

Solar: Next energy revolution
The sun can neither be monop-

olised nor regulated.  Abundant in 
supply, it is to this infinite power 
that the world turns to for its 
energy needs as it abandons fossil 
fuel. But we are still sufficiently 
alarmed that another long night of 
exploitation might yet be staring 
at us in the face.

We worry that the Niger Delta 
is not able to produce solar com-
ponents for powering a simple 
bulb except when such were im-
ported. Importation might place 
us at the mercy of the producers 
of such components. Again, the 
possibility of the region being 
turned into a dumping ground 
for discarded and hazardous 
solar batteries is another con-
sideration. Our attitude is that 
we must never enter the age of 
renewable energy as consumers. 
The beaches and dredging sites 
of Niger Delta are blessed with 
silicon-rich sand used in mak-
ing solar panels. We can only be 
self-sufficient when we produce 
our own panels, batteries and 
inverters.

We congratulate the nineteen 
northern states for contracting 
General Electric (GE) of America 
to develop their renewable en-
ergy. By 2019 Borno, Niger, Kebbi, 
Nassarawa and Taraba States 
will be solar-powered by 500 
megawatts of electricity for their 
agro, manufacturing and medical 
sectors. Borno State Governor, 
Kashim Shettima, who serves 
as chairman of Northern States 
Governors’ Forum, is piloting this 
initiative. But Shettima is getting it 
all wrong. How many northerners 
are making solar panels with GE’s 
technology? We shall avoid the 
Shettima mistake.

Our starting point is part-
nering the Israeli international 
development agency, Mashav, 
contact details on Israeli embassy 
website; while rejecting made-in-
Israel solar power components. 
Mashav’s corps of experts in re-
newable energy should honestly 
and truthfully train our engineers 
and students in Niger Delta Uni-
versity, Rivers State University, 
Delta State University, etc, in 
the making of such components 
locally.

•Eke is a Port-Harcourt-based 
political analyst. Tuodolo, First 
President of Ijaw Youth Council, 
IYC, is Special Assistant on Niger 
Delta Matters to Bayelsa State 
Governor, Seriake Henry Dickson.
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I
n his appearance be-
fore the Senate Com-
mitte e on Fe deral 
Roads Maintenance 
Agency (FERMA) re-

cently, Babatunde Fashola, 
minister of Power, Works 
and Housing, confirmed 
what had been the subject 
of heated debates in many 
quarters when he admit-
ted that the worst roads in 
the country were located 
in the South East geopoliti-
cal zone.

Disclosing this before 
the Magnus Abe-led com-
mittee, the former Lagos 
State governor noted that 
some of the major fed-
eral roads in the South East 
states were constructed 
before the 1967-1970 Ni-
gerian Civil War. Politi-
cal pundits say Fashola’s 
statement represents the 
beginning of the Federal 
Government’s careful con-
sideration of the dilapi-
dated state of roads in the 
region.

Of the six geopolitical 
zones in Nigeria, South 
East had been in the news 
before the inauguration 
of the President Muham-
madu Buhari on May 29, 
2015. This has also fueled 
the allegation of neglect 
and marginalisation by the 
administration of Muham-
madu Buhari.

C l a m o u r  b y  s o m e 
prominent Igbo citizens 
for the establishment of a 
development commission 
that will act as a catalyst 
to develop the commercial 
potentials of the South 
East,  re c eive d a major 
boost, with the introduc-
tion of the South East 
Development Commission 
Bill at the Senate.

Just like the proverbial 
cat with nine lives, the 
proposal surfaced in the 
upper legislative cham-
ber, six days after it was 
rejected in the House of 
Representatives.

BDSUNDAY gathered 
that the Senate Commit-
tee on Establishment and 
Public Service has con-
cluded plans to conduct 
public hearing on the bill 
this week, where stake-
holders are expected to 
submit their input to en-
hance the proposal.

The bill, which is co-
sponsored by the Chair-
man, Senate Committee 
Cooperation and Integra-
tion, Stella Oduah (PDP, 
Anambra North) and her 
c ounterpart in Ethics, 
Privileges and Public Peti-
tions Committee, Samuel 
Anyanwu (PDP, Imo East), 
passed through First Read-
ing in June 2017 and scaled 
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South East Development Commission Bill: 
Remembering a neglected region?
OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

through Second Reading 
the following month.

W h e n  p a s s e d  a n d 
signed into law, the bill is 
expected to provide road-
map for development of 
roads, education, health 
facilities, industrialisa-
tion, agriculture, housing 
and urban development, 
water supply, electricity 
and commerce in the five 
member states of Anam-
bra, Imo, Enugu, Ebonyi 
and Abia.

By the same token, the 
Commission Bill will pro-
vide policies and guide-
lines for the development 
of the South East, concep-
tion of plans for develop-
ment in accordance with 
set rule as well as produce 
regulations, programmes 
and projects for sustain-
able development of the 
region. Also, it is expected 
to provide master plan for 
reduction of unemploy-
ment while also provid-
ing the master plan and 
schemes to promote the 
physical development of 
the South East.

Other functions of the 
bill include: tackling eco-
logical and environmental 
problems that arise from 
soil erosion problems and 
other related environmen-
tal challenges in the South-
East and advise the Federal 
Government and member 
states on the prevention 
and control of the erosion 
and environmental chal-
lenges as well as identify-
ing factors inhibiting the 
development of the South-

East and assist member 
states on the formulation 
and implementation of 
policies to ensure sound 
and efficient management 
of the resources of the 
region.

The bill also indicates 
that  the management 
board of the commission 
shall consist of the chair-
man and one represen-
tative each from Abia, 
Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu 
and Imo States as well as 
representatives of Federal 
Ministry of Finance and 
the Ministry of Justice.

According to the pro-
posal, a member of the 
board of the commission 
shall hold office for four 
years and can have his 
appointment renewed for 
another four years.

Section 1(4) of the bill 
provides the leeway for 
the Commission to only 
exist for 10 years after 
which the President can 
wind it up by seeking the 
approval of the National 
Assembly. The Section 
reads: “The President may 
subject to the approval of 
the National Assembly 
wind-up the Commission 
after 10 years.”

In her  lead debate , 
Oduah submitted that the 
bill seeks to address the 
infrastructural deficit of 
the South East and act as 
a catalyst to develop the 
commercial potentials of 
the region.

In her  words :  “The 
South-East as a region has 
contributed immensely to 

the overall development 
know-how and other ar-
eas of endeavour yet the 
Federal Government is 
not doing enough for the 
region. What the region 
requires now from the rest 
of the country is support 
and understanding and 
this will help to engender 
a sense of belonging to the 
Nigeria project.

“The Senate is in the 
right position to show 
maturity in the face of 
the plethora of problems 
and challenges facing the 
geopolitical zone. Nigeria 
has abundant capacity to 
beam a sympathetic focus 
to begin to address these 
issues in a more holistic 
and systematic manner. 
The public works projects 
to be executed by this 
Commission will engage 
the youths in a more seri-
ous fashion and help to 
develop needed human 
capital in both the public 
and private sectors. This 
will also curb the cases 
of kidnapping and other 
criminal activities that 
create a security situation 
not conducive for growth 
and development. The 
peaceful co-existence of 
the Nigerian state will be 
enhanced with the estab-
lishment of the Commis-
sion.

“The enactment of this 
Bill will help to rebuild the 
South East and provide the 
opportunity for the people 
to display their talent and 
contribute immensely to 
the development of the 

country”.
The most contentious 

aspect of the bill is in the 
area of funding. Unlike the 
Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) and 
the North East Develop-
ment Commission (NEDC) 
which are mainly funded 
through intervention fund 
by the Federal Govern-
ment and international 
donor agencies, Section 14 
(1) (a) of the SEDC bill pro-
vides that the Commission 
will be funded through 15 
percent deductions from 
Federal Allocation to the 
five member states.

However, BDSUNDAY 
reliably gathere d that 
stakeholders from the re-
gion are expected to make 
a strong case for federal 
funding of the SEDC just 
like the NDDC and NEDC, 
at the public hearing this 
week. Their argument is 
that with the inability of 
the most South East states 
to pay workers’ salaries as 
and when due, as a result 
of dwindling federal al-
location, funding of the 
commission may run into 
troubled waters.

Other sources of fund-
ing as enshrined in the 
bill include: “50 percent 
of monies due to member 
states of the Commission 
from the Ecological Fund;

“Such monies as may 
from time to time be grant-
ed or lent to or deposited 
with the Commission by 
the Federal or a state gov-
ernment any other body 
or institution whether 

local or foreign;
“All moneys raised for 

the purposes of the Com-
mission by way of gifts, 
loan, grants-in-aid, tes-
tamentary disposition or 
otherwise; and “Proceeds 
from all other assets that 
may from time to time ac-
crue to the Commission”.

Lawmakers from other 
regions of the country 
have also thrown their 
weight behind the bill. For 
James Manager (PDP, Delta 
South), the commission 
should focus on construc-
tion of deplorable state of 
roads in the region.

Contributing to a mo-
tion seeking to commend 
President Buhari for sign-
ing the North East Devel-
opment Commission Bill 
into law, he lamented that 
all Federal roads in the 
South East region have 
collapsed.

“There is the North East 
Development Commission 
Bill that came to this Sen-
ate and it received over 
85 percent support. I have 
travelled almost all the 
South East and all the fed-
eral roads are in bad state. 
Entering the states has 
been very tedious. Mr. 
President, my respected 
colleagues, that region 
needs urgent attention. 
All the federal roads have 
collapsed. The South East 
Development Commission 
Bill must be worked upon,” 
he said.

Also, in his contribu-
tion, Ben Bruce (PDP, Bay-
elsa East), warned against 
the use of funds accruable 
to development commis-
sions for running over-
head expenditures rather 
than in providing infra-
structure.

H e  c a ut i o n e d :  “ W e 
should be careful with 
these multiple commis-
sions. If 50 percent is spent 
on overhead, the purpose 
of establishment is de-
feated”.

With calls for secession 
by the proscribed Indig-
enous People of Biafra 
(IPOB), Senate President 
Bukola Saraki expressed 
the hope that establishing 
the bill will assuage the 
people in the region by 
giving them a sense of be-
longing. “We have the re-
sponsibility to bring down 
tension, bring unity. In 
doing this, we are showing 
we listen to everybody but 
the issues go beyond this 
bill. More work needs to 
be done, there are people 
we are leading and we 
have to play our role. We 
have only one country,” 
Saraki stated in his clos-
ing remarks at the Second 
Reading of the bill. 

Babatunde FasholaBukola Saraki
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Leaders in dance of shame

T
he lies and half truths 
spewed last Thursday 
at a session organised 
by the House of Rep-
resentatives’ ad-hoc 

committee set up to investigate 
the disappearance, return and 
reinstatement of Abdulrasheed 
Maina, a former chairman of 
the Presidential Pension Task 
Force Team, was a reflection 
of the hopelessness into which 
Nigeria has sunk. It also shows 
the dearth of leadership in the 
country; observers have said.

At the hearing, the “lead-
ers” on parade stammered all 
through in front of television 
cameras to the shame of a coun-
try, touted as the giant of Africa.  

Among those quizzed were 
Abubakar Magaji, the perma-
nent secretary in the Ministry 
of Interior; Winifred Ekanem 
Oyo–Ita, head of Service of the 
Federation; Ibrahim Magu, act-
ing chairman, Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC); Mohammed Babandede, 
comptroller-general, Nigeria 
Immigration Service; Kemi Ad-
eosun, minister of Finance, and 
Director General of the DSS.

When questioned about his 
role in the saga, Magaji said from 
records available to him, the 
ministry conducted a senior staff 
committee meeting for Maina’s 
reinstatement after receiving 
a letter from the office of the 
Head of Service to reconsider 
the earlier position taken by the 
ministry in dismissing Maina for 
reinstatement.

He also averred that a meet-
ing was held in the presence of 
the representative of the Head 
of the Civil Service and the Fed-
eral Civil Service Commissioner. 
And that it was in the meeting, 
the decision to reinstate Maina 
was taken.

He insisted that the Head of 
Service endorsed the letter for 
Maina’s return, adding however, 
that a copy of the reinstatement 
letter was sent to him and he 
acted on it immediately.

However, Oyo-ita, HoS, said 
she was not part of the reinstate-
ment of Maina.

According to her, “the Attor-
ney-General of the Federation 
never wrote directly to the of-
fice of the Head of Service as he 
only communicated with the 
office of the Federal Civil Service 
Commission concerning the 
reinstatement of Maina.

“There was no posting in-
struction for Maina to report 
to the Ministry of Interior from 
the office of the Head of Service,” 
she said.

The HoS further explained 
that an officer, who is being re-
instated or employed afresh into 
any ministry, ought to report to 
the office of the Head of Service 
before he is given a posting to 
whichever MDA.

“Maina was never issued a 
posting instruction to the Minis-
try of Interior,” she said.

On the widely reported case 
of payment of salaries to Maina 
from the Federal purse, Kemi 
Adeosun, Finance minister, ve-
hemently said: “Maina is not 
getting salaries from the Federal 
Government.”

Abubakar Malami, the attor-
ney-general of the Federation, 
exonerated himself from the 
saga, saying that although the let-
ter reinstating Maina emanated 
from his office, he did not sign it.

Ibrahim Magu (EFCC), Lawal 
Musa Daura (DSS), and Moham-
med Babandede (NIS) said they 
were all innocent.

However, despite their deni-
als, observers say it is shame 
for leaders to behave childishly 
and unpatriotic, particularly in 
a regime that rode to power on 
the crest of “integrity”.  

West Idahosa, a public policy 
analyst, who described the de-
velopment as unfortunate, said: 
“That the Attorney-General 
would allow himself to meet 
with a citizen who was on the 
run and had been declared want-
ed by the agency of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria; it was very, 
very unfortunate that that hap-
pened.

“Again, it appears to me that 
the Maina’s saga has been ma-
nipulated by those in govern-
ment, otherwise, I cannot see 
why Maina is not yet in a court 
of law proving his innocence, 
if indeed he was promoted as 
he had claimed in many fora 
in his communication with 
Nigerians.”

Reminded that the Perma-
nent Secretary in the Ministry 
of Interior appears to be claim-
ing responsibility for any of the 
procedural shortcomings in the 
reinstatement of Maina, while 
the attorney-general is distanc-
ing himself from it all, Idahosa 
said: “Well, if he chooses to be 
the fall guy of the government, 
fine. But, as far as I am concerned, 
if you look at Section 4 of the 
Public Service Rule and all the 
rules under that, that is a mis-
conduct on his part. It is not just 
an administrative misdemeanor; 
it is a serious public misconduct 
that he conducted himself in 
a manner that fell short of ad-
ministrative standard which 
excluded the HoS from doing 
her job properly, from deploying 
the appropriate seal to get Maina 

reinstated. To that extent, I think 
he should be subject to a query 
and the attorney-general should 
be facing administrative penalty 
at this moment.”

On how he thinks the issue 
could be resolved, Idahosa said: 
“I don’t think Nigerians should 
beg the issue. I don’t think gov-
ernment should be negotiating 
with Maina. If he has anything to 
say, it should be in a court of law 
…What we want at the end of 
the day is that all those involved 
must be brought to book and 

government should bring back 
the money to the people’s purse. 
There is hunger in the land and 
it is critical that the money that 
is out there is recovered in the 
people’s interest.”

Over the years, leaders in the 
Nigerian public sphere have con-
tinued to foul the air. Nigeria has 
continued to plunge deeper and 
deeper into the mire of helpless-
ness and has remained a toddler 
at 57 by the actions and inaction 
of leaders.

Under three years, the pres-
ent administration has thrown 
up too many issues that agitate 
the minds of Nigerians. The 
country, in the last two-and-
half years, has oscillated from 
one embarrassing situation to 
another. From grass-cutting saga 
to Osbornegate; from Maikanti 
Baru’s non-compliance with 
due process in the award of the 
multi-billion dollar contract at 
the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC), and now, 
Mainagate.

Each of these episodes has 
made nonsense of the “change” 
mantra of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-led Federal Gov-
ernment. The grass-cutting is-
sue was initially treated as an 
inconsequential matter until the 
media and concerned Nigerians 
began to drum it into the ears of 
Aso Rock that keeping sealed lips 

over it would not only drag in the 
mud the name of Babachir David 
Lawal, the then secretary to the 
Government of the Federation 
(SGF), but the entire establish-
ment.

Babachir was said to have 
awarded a grass-cutting contract 
to his company to the tune of 
over N120 million. Despite the 
immorality of the entire deal, 
Aso Rock went about it though 
it was normal for such a thing 
to happen.

Then came the shocking dis-
covery of multi-million US dollar 
stacked somewhere in an apart-
ment of a high rise building on 
Osborne Road Ikoyi, Lagos. After 
much politicking; allegations of 
who actually owned the money, 
and of course, denials, in equal 
measure, the National Intelli-
gence Agency (NIA) owned up 
that the loot belonged to it for an 
undisclosed assignment. Again, it 
took name-calling and coercion 
to get Abuja to rise to the occa-
sion. A panel was set up to look 
into the grass-cutting and Osbor-
negate issues. The Yemi Osinba-
jo-led panel eventually indicted 
Babachir and Ambassador Ayo 
Oke, the NIA Director-General, 
and made its recommendations. 
Owing to the President’s illness at 
the time, the hammer on the two 
leaders came when it was almost 
belated and after Nigerians had 
shouted themselves hoarse over 
the alleged foot-dragging by the 
Presidency.

Then, in a more bizarre man-
ner, it was discovered that Adul-
rasheed Maina, a wanted man, 
who had defrauded the country 
to the tune of several billions 
of naira of pension funds, had 
been brought back into the civil 
service through the back door. 
Maina has insisted that President 
Buhari was in the know of his 
reinstatement as it was he, the 
President that directed the at-
torney general of the federation 
to open a discussion with him 
(Maina).

Maina also said that certain 
amount of money had been paid 
to him since he was brought back 
to service. He spoke exclusively 
to Channels Television a few 
days ago, threatening to open 
more cans of worms. What is 
shocking to most Nigerians is 
that Maina has not been ar-
rested let alone prosecuted for 
the crime. All that is going on is 
endless debate, which like other 
cases before it, will soon fizzle 
away and life goes on.

Observers say that what may 
have happened is that the Fed-
eral Government is now in a 
dilemma and that the Mainagate 
is likely to expose other shenani-
gans in the corridors of power.

It is not just an 
administrative 

misdemeanor; it is a 
serious public misconduct 
that he conducted himself 

in a manner that fell 
short of administrative 

standard which excluded 
the HoS from doing her 

job properly 
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2019 and Buhari’s body language

L
ike everything politi-
cians, they delight in 
deception. When they 
promise joy, they dis-
p ens e  sadness  and 

misery. In the last two-and-half 
years, the Nigerian masses have 
experienced hell. They have con-
tinued to hope against hope for 
the promised change. President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s ill health 
did not help matters as he spent 
several months tending to his 
health while the country suffered 
in every sense of the word.

While many observers are ex-
pecting that the President should 
honourably thank Nigerians at 
the end of his four-year tenure 
and retire home peacefully, it 
appears he and his spin doctors 
believe he has something bet-
ter to offer and must occupy the 
seat of power beyond 2019. The 
President’s body language attests 
to the fact that his eyes are still on 
the APC’s ticket for 2019.

The decision to travel to Abi-
djan, Cote d’Ivoire with Bola Ti-
nubu, where, he, the President 
attended the European Union–
African Union Summit last week, 
was a sign that something was 
fishy.

The former Lagos State Gov-
ernor had been walking alone 
following series of crises that hit 
the ruling party and had at a time 
called for the removal of John 
Odigie-Oyegun, national chair-
man of the party, over allegations 
of manipulation of Ondo State 
governorship primary which 
produced Rotimi Akeredolu as 
flag bearer.

Tinubu, who had also penulti-
mate week stated that there would 
not be an automatic ticket  for Pres-
ident Buhari for 2019 presidency 
in the interest of the APC, failed to 
turn up for the Akeredolu’s cam-
paign rally which was headed by 
the President and again boycotted 
the inauguration ceremony along 
with some southwest governors 
who are loyal to him.   

Now, the seemingly ‘testing the 
waters’ game by the chief occupant 
of the Aso Rock and his party, 
started when Rochas Okorocha, 
Imo State governor, declared some-
times in October that there would 
be no automatic ticket for President 
Buhari for the 2019 presidential 
contest.

Only two days earlier, before 
the commencement of the APC Na-
tional Executive Committee (NEC) 
meeting in Abuja, APC governors 
under the auspices of Progressive 
Governors Forum (PGF) which is 
chaired by the same Okorocha, had 
endorsed the President as the man 
befitting of the APC ticket.

“All the governors have unani-
mously agreed to work for the 
President’s re-election. Concern-
ing the issue of a sole ticket for 
Mr. President, I want to say that if 
Mr. President is performing, well 
respected and carrying every-

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

body along, all of us have resolved 
that we will work for him. Do we 
have any other person that will 
challenge the President again? 
Whatever you call it, as far as we 
are concerned, we have one Presi-
dent and that is the ticket we will 
fly”, Simon Lalong, Plateau State 
governor, told reporters at the NEC 
meeting venue.

Tanko Al-Makura, Nasarawa 
State governor also said: “For any-
body to pre-empt the consensus 
opinion of the people is to say the 
least.”

Okorocha introduced joke into 
it, saying: “The gentleman is look-
ing much more handsome than 
even before he went to hospital; he 
is looking stronger and so, he has 
every right and qualifications to re-
contest; there is nothing wrong at 
all. But, we don’t allow imposition 
of candidate. It must be democrati-
cally done.

“If President Buhari will lead the 
ship in 2019, it must be democrati-
cally done, and I said, democrati-
cally done, transparently done to 
the amazement of the whole world, 
the way we do our things in APC 
and people will be happy”.

Observers say that the Presi-
dent Buhari’s recent visit to the 
South East geopolitical zone, his 
first since he mounted the power 
stool close to three years ago, 
was not a happenstance, but a 
calculated attempt to broach a rap-
prochement with the Igbo nation 
he had been accused of neglecting. 
The visit, according to observers, is 
being interpreted by observers as 
a political move to warm himself 
into the hearts of the Igbo people 
who widely still hold the view 
his regime has been unfair to the 
region in terms of appointments 
and government’s presence.

The President last week inau-
gurated a committee to see the 
modalities for reviewing national 
minimum wage. The move was 
greeted with cynicism.  Some Nige-
rians who are not satisfied with the 
current administrations wondered 
what the likes of Okorocha, listed 
among governors owing several 
months of workers’ salaries, were 
doing at the inauguration of the 
committee. Okorocha was also 
seen beating his chest that the 
APC meant well for the Nigerian 
people.

Niyi Owolade, former deputy 
speaker, Osun State House of 
Assembly, one time Attorney-
General of the state, opined that 
President Buhari’s recent moves 
are clearly written that he cannot 
resist the temptation to run for 
second term in office, hence, his 
renewed vigour to right perceived 
wrongs.

“You should know the meaning 
of a man who has not visited the 
southeast since he became Presi-
dent to suddenly visit the region 
and starts making promises. All 
of sudden the President can no 
longer do without Bola Tinubu 
these days. The President, whose 
governors cannot pay salaries, 
is talking about new minimum 
wage; he has also ordered that the 
remaining 50percent of the Paris 
Club refund should be given to 
the governors to enable them pay 
salaries before Christmas.

“You know the President’s 
health is better these days and 
those around him are telling him 
to seek second term in office. The 
President is trying hard to right 
every wrong as 2019 election ap-
proaches by making new friends, 
reconciling with old ones and 

becoming more concerned with 
Nigerians who are facing economic 
hardship. All these are pointing to 
one fact: President Buhari is going 
to contest the 2019 presidential 
election,” he tells BDSUNDAY.   

In fairness to the President, Sec-
tion 137 (1) (b) of the 1999 constitu-
tion as amended, provides that “A 
person elected to the office of presi-
dent at any time for two previous 
elections shall not be qualified for 
subsequent election as president 
of Nigeria,” which qualifies Buhari 
constitutionally to seek second 
term in 2019, since he had only 
been elected as president once.       

 The hide and seek game begins
An insider familiar with the 

power play and the carefully 
concealed tussle within the APC, 
confided in BDSUNDAY that the 
two sides of Okorocha’s declara-
tion is to first downed internal 
tension gradually building up after 
it became clear in early September 
where the APC governors will 
pitch their tent, and on the other 
side, to ‘test the waters’ to see the 
marketability, acceptability of 
Buhari and how Nigerians will 
react to a second coming  of a 
man, perceived by many to have 
underperformed, coupled with the 
President’s health challenges, that 
saw him spend months away from 
office this year.

Hide and seek culture in Nige-
rian politics   

The current hide and seek 
scenario of the APC was also the 
strategic employed by the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) in pre-
senting Jonathan amid internal 
wrangling over its infamous zon-
ing arrangement which was partly 
responsible for the formation of 
the new PDP, as the faction was 

then called.     
Despite Jonathan’s repeated 

stance in 2013 that he would not 
take a decision on whether or not 
he would seek a second term in 
office until sometimes in 2014, 
some stakeholders in the PDP 
and its ministers were working 
behind-the-scene preparing to 
make the ex-president contest for 
the office again with his full con-
sent. Jonathan’s long time silence 
was however, compounded by 
his alleged promise not to seek re-
election in 2015.

Recall that Jonathan’s steps 
towards his eventual declaration 
of interest were also aided by some 
governors led by Jonah Jang, ex-
governor of Plateau State and some 
federal lawmakers who were his 
close allies and sympathizers.  The 
PDP leadership under Bamanga 
Tukur also continued a subtle 
campaign for Jonathan to run for 
a second term in office.

But as the political intrigues 
became more intense, the ex-
governor of Bayelsa State on 
November 10, 2014, at the Eagle 
Square in Abuja, declared his in-
tention to contest the presiden-
tial election, just barely seven 
months to the initial calendar 
date. He told his supporters that 
he accepted to contest the elec-
tion following the calls by many 
Nigerians for him to re-contest 
the presidency and after seeking 
and hearing from God.

As the culture is in Nigeria for a 
first term president, Buhari’s sup-
porters and perceived beneficiaries 
led by the APC governors have 
started either campaigning for him 
or giving some innuendoes which 
clearly indicate that it is only a mat-
ter of time before the rejuvenated 
President finally breaks his silence 
about the not too obvious writing 
on the wall but visible enough for 
political historians to see. Some pol-
iticians, under the aegis of Buhari 
Support Group (BSG), on October 27, 
2017, met with the President after 
which they told reporters that the 
President  has to “continue his good 
works” beyond 2019.

In a recent article he titled ‘Bu-
hari, 2019 and the talking drum’, 
Segun Adeniyi, veteran journalist 
and author, expressed the view that 
some governors within the APC, 
especially from the north, want 
Buhari to seek re-election because 
that is the only way to guarantee 
their own return.

“Knowing Nigeria, we are 
likely to witness more of such 
well-oiled drama of people ‘beg-
ging’ President Buhari to seek re-
election in the coming weeks and 
months. It is a familiar industry in 
Nigeria that dates back to the late 
General Sani Abacha era. Indeed, 
as part of the game we should 
also expect sponsored rallies and 
prayer sessions.               

“The cold calculation is that 
without Buhari raising their hands 
a second term, his fanatical sup-
porters may not vote and should 
that happen, they will be defeated 
at the polls.  In this category also 
are many Senators and House of 
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PDP on the horns of dilemma

H
istory may repeat 
itself at next Satur-
day’s national elec-
tive convention of 
the People’s Demo-

cratic Party (PDP), as some party 
chieftains are set to organise a 
parallel convention in Abuja.

Coincidentally, some of the 
dramatis personae in the current 
impasse also boycotted the party’s 
convention in 2016 and organised 
a parallel event.

They include: former Deputy 
Senate President, Ibrahim Mantu 
and ex-information Minister Jerry 
Gana.

Other national chairmanship 
aspirants who have also threat-
ened to boycott the event are for-
mer Deputy National Chairman of 
the party, Bode George, one-time 
Minister of Education, Tunde Ad-
eniran and senator representing 
Ogun East in the National Assem-
bly, Buruji Kashamu.

Their grouse stem from alleged 
imposition of a chairmanship aspi-
rant, Uche Secondus, on the party, 
ahead of the convention.

A prominent member of the 
party told BDSUNDAY that the 
outcome of the national elective 
convention will be difficult to 
manage, as they are set for a show-

down with the party leadership.
The chairmanship aspirant, 

who hails from the South West, re-
vealed that the walk out of former 
Vice President Atiku Abubakar 
and other seven PDP governors at 
the PDP Convention in 2013 would 
be a child’s play when compared 
to the crisis that would engulf 
the party after the December 9 
convention.

According to the chieftain, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
promoters of Secondus including 

Ekiti State Governor, Ayo Fayose, 
have succeeded in fronting aspi-
rants for the position of Deputy 
National Chairman (South) despite 
the fact that Yoruba Elders had 
threatened to place a curse on 
any PDP leader from the zone that 
contests for the position.

“Our game plan was to ignore 
the position of Deputy Nation-
al Chairman (South) to register 
our protest against the Ahmed 
Makarfi-led National Caretaker 
Committee for undue favouritism 

to Secondus. To drive home our 
point, Yoruba Elders threatened 
to place a curse on any South 
West politician that contests for 
the position of Deputy National 
Chairman (South). But to our 
greatest surprise, Fayose secretly 
sponsored five aspirants from the 
South West while Nyesom Wike 
(Rivers State Governor) sponsored 
two aspirants from his state.

“It was at this point, we decided 
to opt for Plan ‘B’ which is to boy-
cott the convention. This will be 
the mother of all crises if they 
refuse to allow the South West 
produce the national chairman”.

But a chieftain in the camp of 
Secondus dismissed the threat of 
the South West leaders.

The chieftain who did not 
want his name mentioned in 
print, pointed out that it would 
be suicidal for the party to do the 
bidding of those who refused to 
find the party since it became an 
opposition party.

Meanwhile, a group, the PDP-
Renaissance Initiative (PRI), has 
raised an alarm over what it de-
scribed as partiality playing out in 
the ongoing race for the National 
Chairmanship of the party.

According to the group, the 
trend, if unchecked, could force 
the party back to the trenches 
and endanger its chances in the 
2019 polls.

Appraising the buildup to the 
poll, the group urged members of 
the party’s Board of Trustees (BoT) 
to borrow a leaf from the Makarfi-
led National Caretaker Committee 
that has so far exhibited maturity, 
neutrality and decorum in the 
emerging contest.

Specifically, the group urged 
PDP to force contesting aspirants 
to immediately resign their mem-
bership of party organs, while 
Board of Trustees (BOT) members 
should eschew the display of open 
support for particular candidates.

The position of the group is 
contained in a statement released 
by its Publicity Director, Felicia 
Osoba, it pointed out that unlike 
its present posturing, the BoT 
should be seen to be neutral, un-
biased and impartial in an intra-
party contest.

PRI named in particular a 
member of the BoT, Jerry Gana, 
openly chaperoning and cam-
paigning for Adeniran round the 
country.

According to the group, in the 
case of a deadlocked or disputed 
election, the BoT would be a natu-
ral mediator in the crisis.

“But a situation where mem-
bers are openly canvassing for 
the candidacy of some aspirants, 
the mediatory role of the BOT 
becomes suspect, tainted and 
unreliable,” the group pointed out.

...as some aspirants, Makarfi bicker over convention

...George, Adeniran, Kashamu, Mantu, Gana may boycott convention
OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

Makarfi

Representatives members from 
the north who got to power on 
the wings of ‘Change’. So, whatever 
may be the drumbeats, the cam-
paign for Buhari to run is more in 
their own enlightened self-interest 
than about the legacy of the Presi-
dent,” he said.

Also talking from the red cham-
ber of the Nigeria Senate as if they 
are reading from the same script, 
Shehu Sani, a senator from Kaduna 
central, opines that the Nigerian 
political elite see Buhari as a “meal”, 
and therefore, they want him 
to seek re-election for their own 
survival.

“Whether Baba will seek re-
election or not remains his indi-
vidual decision to make. He is old 
enough and has been in politics 
and government longer than 
anyone in his party or cabinet as 
to know what to do and the right 
time to do it. He is the best person 
to judge and decide for himself 
what to do. The nation still needs 
his services but it’s still up to him 
to decide if he is willing and fit to 
provide more or not. The political 
elite in habit of applying pressure 
are pressure cookers and they see 
Baba as a meal and a mill”, Sani 
Shehu wrote on his Facebook page. 

2019 and Buhari’s ..

DAvID IBEmErE

O
ne after the other they 
gathered at the Challenge 
Roundabout, Ibadan, the 
Oyo State capital – stu-

dents, workers, artisans, all aged 
18-35. Their mission? To ask that 
youths be given the chance to de-
cide their future come 2019.

So unsure of the turnout were 
the convener, Adeola Adedoyin 
Oko, and the small team of the 
#YouthsDecide2019 rally that 
they had printed just 30 branded 
t-shirts on which were printed 
their goals. They had pulled enor-
mous crowd in the days leading up 
to the rally using various social 
media networks but could not 
be so sure they would be able to 
muster similar physical support. 
At 10am, however, the gathering 
had grown from 30 to over 200 
youths.

“Youths decide 2019!” they 
chanted in chorus, full of vigour, 
as they marched through Ibadan 
streets and markets displaying their 
voter card.

The rally, which held recently, 
was to pioneer a “bloodless revolu-
tion” ahead of the 2019 general elec-

tions, Oko, convener of the #Youth-
Decide2019, told BDSUNDAY in an 
interaction, adding that the time 
has come for the youths to produce 
office holders to prevent further 
neglect in governance.

Oko lamented how the youths 
over the years had been left out 
in both elected and appointed 
positions, stressing, “Voter card is 
the weapon and this is what will 
bring the change we have been 
dreaming of.”

While the reduction in the age 
limit for elective positions is a big 
step, Oko noted that it does not 

Youths lead ‘bloodless revolution’ in Ibadan ahead of 2019

Left: The convener Adeola and his team duing the rally at Ibadan, Oyo

...demand better representation in elected, appointed positions
guarantee a Nigerian youth op-
portunity to seek political positions.

“The godfathers of Nigerian 
politics always penetrate the par-
ties to decide who gets what. A 
youth candidate’s chances of win-
ning in the primaries remain very 
slim, talk more of winning an elec-
tion,” he said.

“We can’t allow this sidelining 
to continue, and we have to take 
our destiny in our own hands. 
How can the old people be recy-
cling themselves in government 
as if the youths are not growing 
or relevant? This is unacceptable,” 

he added. The above, Oko said, was 
why he and his team were cham-
pioning “this bloodless revolution”.

“The economy is not working 
and youths are not getting employ-
ment. With this rally planned for all 
states in Nigeria, the revolution has 
begun and time has come for us to 
forget the old ways of doing things. 
Youths will take over government 
by 2019,” he said. 

He urged Nigerian youths to 
be focused, dogged and resolute in 
their quests to reclaim what belongs 
to them in the country.

“Time has come for youths to 
reject bad governance by first 
rejecting money during elections 
and rather vote according to the 
dictates of their conscience during 
polls,” he said.

He said the rally has no religious, 
tribal or political affiliation and it 
was not funded by any politician 
or group.

“The funds used came from our 
own purse. All we seek is sincere 
opportunity for visionary youths 
from the West, East, South and 
North to lead come 2019, which 
will signify a paradigm shift as 
the youths have previously not 
involved themselves much in elec-
toral processes,” he said.
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new party,” he said.
Neither the former vice president nor his 

media office has either denied or confirmed this 
speculation. Just recently, Atiku displayed a pic-
ture on his Twitter page, where he was shaking 
hands with former President Goodluck Jonathan 
whom he had jettisoned in the build-up to the 
2015 elections. Atiku’s newfound romance with 
Jonathan is perceived as an attempt to woo major 
PDP stalwarts.

The PDP question
With speculations rife that Atiku is jostling to 

return to PDP and also considering a brand new al-
liance that will incorporate the PDP and unhappy 
APC members in case his chances seem cloudy 
in the main opposition party, political watchers 
say his chances of returning and clinching the 

PDP presidential ticket depend on who emerges 
chairman of the party at the December 9 national 
convention.

“He may try to support some candidates during 
the convention. It is not out of place in politics,” said 
Festus Ugwa, a PDP member in Anambra State.

At the moment, there are many interests 
scrambling to control PDP. Ahmed Makarfi, 
PDP caretaker chairman, is seen as a man with 
presidential ambition. Ibrahim Aliu, campaign 
manager of Bode George who is aspiring to be PDP 
chairman, has already alleged that the 2019 presi-
dential ambition of Makarfi will affect his ability 
to conduct free, fair and transparent convention.

Goodluck Jonathan, former president, is also 
interested in holding the opposition party’s grip, 
while Nyesom Nwike is fighting for the emergence 
Uche Secondus, a former acting chairman of the 

PDP National Working Committee and a former chairman 
of the party in Rivers State.

Meanwhile, more than a week before Atiku officially 
announced his resignation from APC amid speculations 
that he was returning to the PDP, Walid Jibrin, chair-
man, PDP Board of Trustees, had said that the former vice 
president had not informed anybody of any intention to 
return to the PDP after dumping the party for APC ahead 
of the 2015 election.

Jibrin, however, said his party was ready to accept Atiku 
if he made a come-back journey, but maintained that there 
would be no automatic ticket for the former vice president 
and now presidential aspirant in the coming 2019 general 
elections.

“We are ready to accept him to our party but he should 
be ready to work for a waiver. The North met in Abuja to 
say that any candidate from the North can contest. Let us 
get them. I think they are getting set now. For now, we have 
a former governor of Kano State, Ibrahim Shekarau; former 
Jigawa State governor, Sule Lamido; a former governor of 
Sokoto State, Attahiru Bafarawa, and so on, preparing to 
vie for the PDP presidential ticket,” Jibrin said.

“If the PDP grants Atiku a waiver, he should then join 
the cream of presidential aspirants in the party to fight for 
the ticket in 2019. If the PDP considers Atiku for the auto-
matic presidential ticket, what about those in the party who 
are showing interest? Should we throw them away? If he is 
coming, he should come as an equal partner. We are ready 
to accept him; but he must follow the rules of the game. First, 
he must undergo primaries like any other person, and he 
must fight for the presidential ticket,” he said.

Atiku’s chances
Atiku is generally seen as a liberal-minded, detribalised 

politician, a bridge-builder who has friends and wide con-
tacts in all parts of the country, including the South-East 
and South-South, and is able to reach out – unlike Buhari 
who is yet to substantially convince the two regions that 
he has their interests at heart.

Francis Apoti, a youth member of the PDP, told BDSUN-
DAY that Atiku seemed to be the best option for Nigeria at 
the moment.

“I think the situation we have found ourselves in now 
needs a person of Atiku Abubakar’s stature. He seems to 
me a detribalized Nigerian; he is visionary and I also think 
that he is acceptable across the ethnic and religious divides 
that make up Nigeria. I believe he can pull this nation back 
from the brink of destruction,” Apoti said.

“I have listened to the debates on restructuring and 
I am happy about what he has continued to say. He has 
continued to canvass the need to alter the status quo in 
order for Nigeria to achieve sustainable peace, unity and 
progress, whereas most of our politicians are committed 
to the sustenance of the failed status quo,” he further said.

Recall that Atiku has consistently spoken in favour of 

O
n Friday, November 24, one of the 
biggest political heavyweights in 
Northern Nigeria left the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) to seek a greener 
pasture elsewhere.

Atiku Abubakar, former vice president of 
Nigeria, in his characteristic manner dumped the 
APC, predicating his exit on the party’s inability to 
deliver even the mundane things and for snubbing 
the youths.

He alleged that the same fractionalisation for 
which he left the PDP on August 31, 2013 have 
made a home in the APC, with no remedy in sight.

“While other parties have purged themselves 
of the arbitrariness and unconstitutionality that 
led to their fractionalisation, the All Progressives 
Congress has adopted those same practices and 
even gone beyond them to institute a regime of a 
draconian clampdown on all forms of democracy 
within the party and the government it produced,” 
he said.

Being an astute politician, the Turakin Ad-
amawa, as he is known, used the words of his po-
litical enemy, Governor Nasir El-Rufai of Kaduna 
State, against President Muhammadu Buhari.

“Only last year, a governor produced by the 
party wrote a secret memorandum to the presi-
dent which ended up being leaked. In that memo, 
he admitted that the All Progressives Congress 
had ‘not only failed to manage expectations of a 
populace that expected overnight change but has 
failed to deliver even mundane matters of govern-
ance’,” Atiku said.

“Of the party itself, that same governor said, ‘Mr. 
President, Sir, Your relationship with the national 
leadership of the party, both the formal (NWC) and 
informal (Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, Atiku Abubakar, 
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso), and former Governors 
of ANPP, PDP (that joined us) and ACN, is perceived 
by most observers to be at best frosty. Many of 
them are aggrieved due to what they consider total 
absence of consultations with them on your part 
and those you have assigned such duties,” he said.

Atiku concluded that since that memorandum 
was written up until the date he announced his 
resignation from APC, nothing had been done to 
reverse the treatment meted out to those invited 
to join the party on the strength of a promise that 
has proven to be false.

The “party we put in place has failed and 
continues to fail our people, especially our young 
people”, he said.

In a previous letter of resignation Atiku sent 
to his ward chairman at Jada 1 Ward, Jada Local 
Government Area of Adamawa State, which came 
to the fore after APC claimed it had not received his 
letter, the former vice president said he was unable 
to reconcile himself with the dismal performance 
of the party in government, especially in relation 
to the continued polarisation of Nigerians along 
ethnic and religious lines, which is threatening the 
country’s unity more than at any other time in the 
recent past. He also cited the unbeatable hardship 
hitting Nigerians as another reason for his exit.

Atiku’s next move
While Atiku’s next move remains a subject of 

speculation, and while the former vice president 
has said he was taking his time to “ponder” his 
future, without even looking into the crystal ball, 
many political pundits say Atiku may have con-
cluded arrangements to return to his former party, 
the People’s Democratic Party (PDP), with the hope 
of picking the party’s presidential ticket for 2019. 
They say the signs are evident from Atiku’s body 
language, adding that considering the option of 
floating a new party may not be in the picture.

“From what we have heard so far from various 
sources, I think Atiku is on his way back to the 
PDP,” said Eddie Ekpeyong, a data analyst with a 
Lagos-based tech firm.

“Some people say he was going back to his 
vomit, but I say no. This is politics; when you are 
not wanted in a party, you move ahead and try 
your luck elsewhere. You have to be restless to 
achieve some of your dreams. For me, I think it 
would be more beneficial to him if he swallows 
his pride and goes back to the PDP than floating a 

CHUKS OLUIGBO & ODINAKA ANUDU

Atiku Abubakar

President Muhammadu Buhari
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restructuring Nigeria. Riding on the mood of the moment, 
Atiku has used every opportunity he has to harp on the 
need to restructure the country, contending that it was 
Nigeria’s only option. This has continued to endear him to 
many proponents of restructuring, even though political 
analysts say he may only be playing politics with those 
utterances.

Prospects of an Atiku presidency
It may be too early in the day to say what the campaign 

promises of Candidate Atiku Abubakar would be, assuming 
he clinches the highly coveted PDP ticket. However, a look 
at his antecedents may provide a guide.

In a paper he presented on the eve of Nigeria’s 50th 
Independence anniversary in Enugu, Atiku had given a 
glimpse into areas he would likely concentrate if elected 
president of Nigeria.

In the lecture presented at the 50th anniversary celebra-
tion of the Enugu Sports Club on September 3, 2010, Atiku 
said while there seems to be a wide consensus in Nigeria 
around issues like the country’s place as a market economy 
driven essentially by the private sector; the rule of law and 
enforcement of contracts; federalism as the organizing 
framework for the Nigerian nation; need for multiparty 
democracy and a free, fair and transparent electoral system; 
and the need for fairness and equity in the distribution of 
the nation’s resources and in the treatment of various states 
and ethnic nationalities that make up the Nigerian nation, 
the challenge has been to consolidate on these pillars 
and to deepen transparent and visionary leadership and 
governance at all levels of society.

“In my two and a half decades of active participation 
in Nigeria’s politics, I have devoted myself to the promo-
tion of these ideals. As I have always stated, I envision a 
Nigeria that is prosperous, peaceful, democratic, secure, 
caring and confident. I dream of a Nigeria that will be 
among the world’s best.

“Realising that vision would require a government that 
creates conducive conditions, and puts in place incentives, 
for productive investment in our country. That would lead 
to the creation of massive numbers of jobs, which will 
keep our youths gainfully employed and help to reduce 
the high level of insecurity in our country.

“In order to significantly increase our productivity, 
we must invest massively in education, research and 
modern technology, and infrastructure. These would lead 
to increased prosperity which will enable us to provide 
sustainable and enabling social services. We will thus 
become a more caring society as we give more support 
to those who need it.

“When we grow our economy and become more pros-
perous and secure, we would be better able to confidently 
take on the world, a world that would be more respectful 
of Nigeria and Nigerians. We will be confident to visit any 
part of the country without the fear of attack by armed 
robbers and kidnappers. And Nigerians will, once more, 
be proud of our green passport as it will no longer be an 
excuse for being singled out for further scrutiny at inter-
national entry ports,” ,” Atiku said in the lecture themed 

‘A Tale of Two Entities: The Enugu Sports Club 
and Nigeria’.

The former vice president said one issue that 
was central to him was the question of youth 
empowerment, adding that with more than half 
of the population being below 18 years, the future 
of Nigeria depended on what “we do today for 
our youths”. He said the future was doomed if 
the youths continued to be neglected, stressing 
that “youth unemployment is a national crisis”.

“I have committed to creating millions of 
jobs as president. But we cannot achieve these 
without creating a Nigeria where every citizen 
will feel a sense of belonging, with a significant 
stake in its greatness, and thus working hard 
for the Nigerian nation to endure and prosper. 
There are cries of marginalization and neglect all 
around the country. We cannot ignore these and 
hope that the polity will be sustainable. Without 
political stability, no sustainable development of 
the nation can take place,” he said.

Wooing the South-East/South-South
Political watchers say that Atiku is particu-

larly banking on Jonathan’s support not only to 
clinch the PDP ticket but also to convince the 
South-East and South-South to give him block 
vote.

“This is just a simple logic. Atiku thinks Jona-
than can influence things in the party. Secondly, 
Jonathan had 12 million voters in 2015, most 
of whom will still vote for him again and again 
if he contests. Atiku knows that Jonathan can 
convince these people, who are mainly from 
the South-East and South-South, to support him. 
This is the reason behind his new-found love 
with Jonathan,” a PDP stalwart in Rivers State 
told BDSUNDAY.

Atiku himself appear to know where the shoe 
pinches the South-Easterners and has also used 
every available opportunity to appeal to their 
sentiments.

In his September 3, 2010 lecture at Enugu, 
Atiku had argued that while every zone of the 
country had its own list to demonstrate some 
sense of neglect or marginalization, the signs were 
glaring in the case of the South-East.

“Many Nigerians would not dispute that 
the South-East has some of the most deplorable 
federal roads in Nigeria. Why is kidnapping be-
coming synonymous with the South-East? Why 
would the South-East not have the same number 
of states as other zones? Why is the Onitsha sea-
port commissioned by President Shehu Shagari 
in 1982 not being used? Why has it taken more 
than 11 years to build the Onitsha-Owerri road, 
a distance of about 100km? Why has the second 
Niger Bridge remained on the drawing board for 
several years? Why has there been no functional 

international airport in the South-East despite the 
huge demand? Why are the Igbo whom we ap-
pointed into high Federal Government positions 
being displaced? When will an Igbo man become 
president of Nigeria?” he had questioned.

Atiku also lamented the death of industries and 
cities in the South-East, citing the Emene Industrial 
Layout in Enugu and the Onitsha-Nnewi-Aba 
industrial complex which, he said, had become 
ghosts of their old selves.

“Furthermore, at 50, and 40 years after the civil 
war, Nigeria should be able to reassure the South-
East that indeed the war has ended by ending the 
neglect and marginalization of the zone. Nigeria 
should effectively resolve and put the question of 
abandoned properties behind us. Some 40 years 
after the civil war, it is about time that someone 
who is Igbo, one of Nigeria’s three largest ethnic 
groups, becomes president of Nigeria. This will be 
the boldest way to put the civil war behind us,” 
Atiku said.

Atiku vs Buhari
One erroneous permutation by APC is that 

the South-East and the South-South, especially 
the South-East, will vote massively for Buhari in 
2019. The assumption is predicated on the recently 
concluded Anambra governorship election where 
the APC candidate, Tony Nwoye, came second, 
having 98,752 votes.

Analysts see this thinking as a miscalculation, 
given that the people themselves say they gave 
Nwoye some of their votes because he was not 
an outsider.

Up till now, Buhari has not done much to woo 
the actual voters in the South-East and this may 
count in Atiku’s favour.

The South-East particularly will gladly vote for 
Atiku, whom they see as someone that will not 
marginalise them like Buhari.

If Atiku gets votes from the two regions, and 
add more votes from South-West, North-East and 
North-Central, then Buhari might struggle to win 
in 2019, analysts say.

Another ground upon which Atiku is hoping 
to bank is Buhari’s economic failures. Inflation rate 
was less than 10 percent in 2015 but is now above 
15 percent. A litre of fuel, which was between N85 
and N90 when Buhari became president, is now 
N145. A 50kg bag of rice was less than N10,000 
during the immediate past administration but 
is now above N13,000. Prices of foods and com-
modities have risen, in some cases two-fold, owing 

to poor management of the economy by Buhari 
and his team.

Infrastructure is still decrepit and one dollar has 
jumped to N305 in the official market and N360 in 
the parallel market, due to perceived mismanage-
ment of the FX market by the Buhari team.

The APC promised to fix power six months af-
ter its emergence, but power supply is now worse 
two and a half years after.

In terms of human rights and abuse of power, 
APC and the present administration have done 
exactly the same or even worse, in some cases, 
of what PDP did for which the APC criticised it.

Atiku is particularly banking on Buhari’s eco-
nomic failures to launch his presidential ambition, 
despite that some of them are completely out of 
Buhari’s control.

He knows that some of the crowd of people 
who shouted ‘Sai Buhari’ in the North and South-
West in 2015 are disillusioned today.

Again, Atiku’s chances will be brightened 
in the South based on his position that only 
restructuring will save Nigeria. Whether he will 
restructure Nigeria when he becomes president 
or not is a different ball game.

The odds
Atiku must ready his media team to fight off 

corruption allegations that will dog his path once 
he officially joins a new party.

He must be ready to clear himself of corrup-
tion allegations by the United States of America’s 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs, which said he wired mil-
lions of dollars to offshore accounts 2000 to 2008 
while he superintended the Nigerian Petroleum 
Development Fund.

One of the biggest challenges that will be 
thrown at him is to visit the USA. If Atiku can visit 
the USA and clear some doubts, he will likely win 
the confidence of many voters.

Again, many voters believe that Atiku is now 
bereft of ideas and has nothing more to offer.

One Twitter user said that Atiku and Buhari 
as candidates of two major parties in 2019 will 
be two bad choices. Many Nigerians are seeking 
young and technology-minded Nigerians to lead 
them in 2019.  

“Atiku’s chance now is not as bright as it was in 
2003 when he traded his opportunity to Obasanjo. 
He is also no longer young, which will be a factor 
in 2019,” said Mathew Ibeabuchi, a political analyst 
and former House of Representatives aspirant.

Former president Goodluck Jonathan

Ahmed Makarfi
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Senator Boroffice

B
efore the gov-
ernorship elec-
tion primaries 
of the All Pro-
gressives Con-

gress (APC) in the run up 
to  the  26th Novemb er  
2017 election in the state, 
the party was more united 
and formed a viable op-
position to the then rul-
ing People’s Democratic 
Party(PDP).

In the 3rd September 
2017 governorship pri-
maries, about 27 aspirants 
went into that election 
which was won by the 
incumb ent governor of 
the state,  Oluwarotimi 
Akeredolu. The election 
was alleged to have been 
manipulated in favour of 
the eventual winner (Ak-
eredolu) which necessi-
tated the non-acceptance 
of the results by some of 
the aspirants.

The trio of Segun Abra-
ham, who was said to be 
the anointed aspirant of 
the National leader of the 
party and former gover-
nor of Lagos State, Bola Ti-
nubu; the Senator, repre-
senting Ondo North, Ajayi 
Boroffice, a professor, and 
a former legal adviser of 
the PDP, Olusola Oke, felt 
aggrieved and expressed 
their reservations against 
the results of the primary 
election.

Trouble started in the 
party when Oke defected 
to the Allianc e for D e-
mocracy (AD) with some 
leaders and contested the 
governorship ele ction, 
while Abraham held to 
the court to challenge the 
primary election. The suit 
is still at the Federal High 
Court in Abuja. Abraham 
still believes he can re-
claim his mandate from 
Akeredolu having come 
second in the contest.

The party went to the 
g o ve r n o r s h i p  e l e c t i o n 
with a divided house as 
s ome of  the leaders  of 
the party and als o few 
notable aspirants worked 
and campaigned against 

source said, did not amuse 
T i n ub u .  H o w e ve r,  s i x 
months after the suspen-
sion of  Kekemeke,  and 
few days after Tinubu’s 
visit to Akure, the sus-
p ende d chairman pre -
sided over a stakeholders’ 
meeting that was attend-
ed by some leaders of the 
party across the 18 local 
government areas of the 
state.

Amongst those at the 
m e e t i n g  w e re  S e n at o r 
Boroffice, the House of 
Representatives member 
repres enting Idanre/If-
edore Federal Constituen-
cy, Bamidele Baderinwa, 
and the Commissioner 
for Regional Integration 
in Osun State, Bola Ilori, 

who was the Director-General 
of campaign for the Alliance 
for  D emo cracy (AD)  in  the 
2016 governorship poll. At the 
meeting, a vote of confidence 
was passed on Kekemeke and 
declared him as the ‘Authentic’ 
chairman of the party. At the 
meeting, they equally declared 
that their faction is the ‘Au-
thentic’ APC in the state.

The party leaders  at  the 
meeting unanimously agreed 
to grant unc onditional am-
nesty to party members that 
express their grievanc es by 
contesting the 2016 governor-
ship election on other parties’ 
platforms following the fallout 
of the party’s primary election 
and called for truce within all 
aggrieved members to forge 
c ommon front  at  restoring 
the glory of the party in Ondo 
State in particular and Nigeria 
in general.

Kekemeke, while pledging 
their supports and loyalty to 
Tinubu as the leader of the 
party, called on all the major 
aspirants in the controversial 
primaries to close ranks in the 
interest of the party.

“We are specifically calling 
on Senator Boroffice,  Segun 
Abraham and Olusola Oke to 
come out strong for APC hence-
forth, our disagreement is now 
in the past and it’s our collec-
tive duty to build a vibrant 
party,” the factional chairman 
said.

He further said: “Who is not 

the interest of the party. 
Against all odds, the party 
emerged victorious and 
Akeredolu was sworn in 
as the 6th democratically 
elected governor of the 
state on 24th February 
2017.

O n e  w o u l d  h a v e 
t h o u g h t  t h e  g o ve r n o r 
would be magnanimous in 
victory and embraced ev-
ery member of the party 
after the election, but it 
was alleged that he was 
on a vendetta mission af-
ter his victory.

T h e  s t at e  e xe c ut i ve 
committee of the party 
(SEC) held a meeting in 
June 2017 and passed a 
vote of no confidence in 
the then chairman of the 
party, Isaac Kekemeke. He 
was suspended and sub-
sequently a disciplinary 
c ommitte e was c onsti-
tuted to investigate him. 
The 3-man committee was 
headed by Abayomi Ad-
esanya, the state public-
ity secretary; Saka Yusuf 
Ogunleye and Rashe e d 
Badmus as secretary and 
member, respectively.

The committee indicted 
the chairman and recom-
mended for his suspen-
sion over abuse of office 
and anti-party activities 
and installe d the then 
deputy, Ade Adetimehin 
as the acting chairman of 
the party.

P o l i t i c a l  o b s e r v e r s 
said the susp ension of 
the chairman was alleg-
edly masterminded by the 
state governor over the 
allegations that he (Keke-
meke) did not support him 
during the election. He 
was said to have worked 
for the candidate of the 
Alliance for Democracy 
in the said poll.

During the recent visit 
of Tinubu, the national 
leader of the APC to the 
residence of the leader of 
Pan-Yoruba socio-politi-
cal group, Afenifere, Reu-
ben Fasoranti in Akure, 
the Ondo State capital, 
a source who was at the 

proud to have Bola Ilori and 
the likes of Chief Aiyegbusi 
in our midst today? These are 
the conscience of the party 
the state has known for a long 
time; we are expecting Olusola 
Oke, Abraham and many other 
heavyweights of the party to 
join hands for the growth of 
our collective party.”

“We are very conscious of 
the need to deliver more votes 
to President Buhari more than 
we did in 2015. Although we 
thank God that we still won 
the 2016 gubernatorial elec-
tion, the huge reduction in 
the votes scored by APC in the 

election has taught us the 
need to bring everybody 
on board for the good of 
APC in Ondo State. There-
fore, all members that left 
the party in annoyance or 
became less active in the 
party because of the fall-
out of the last gubernato-
rial election are hereby 
invited to return home to 
their party and are hereby 
grante d unc onditional 
amnesty with full rights 
and privileges as obtained 
before their brief depar-
ture,” Kekemeke said.

Also, Senator Boroffice 
said Kekemeke remained 
the state chairman of the 
party, describing as fake 
and fraudulent the letter 
said to have confirmed 
A d e  A d e t i m e h i n  f ro m 
the National Secretariat 
of the party as the acting 
chairman.

The senator in a state-
ment signed by his media 
aide, Kayode Fakuyi, not-

ed that he had at no time 
left the APC and that the 
party is one in the state 
under the leadership of 
Kekemeke.

“ In fact ,  the c ontent 
of the fake letter has no 
c onstitutional backing. 
It reads more like an or-
dinary note than a party 
communication seeking 
to c onfer authority on 
anyone. It should also be 
noted that the National 
Chairman of APC has no 
such powers to direct any 
party official to author 
such letter. Only the Na-
tional Executive Commit-
tee of the party has the 
powers to sack the state 
party chairman and ap-
point acting chairman. It 
is on record that the NEC 
of our party has not con-
sidere d the matter and 
the NEC has not taken 
any position on the mat-
ter. The letter is fake in its 
entirety,” he further said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
“Isaac Kekemeke remains 
the state chairman of the 
All Progressives Congress 
in Ondo State. If there is 
a ny a l le gati on  a ga i n s t 
the state chairman, the 
allegation should be in-
v e s t i g a t e d .  H o w e v e r, 
nobody, no matter how 
h i g h l y  p l a c e d ,  w o u l d 
b e  a l l o w e d  t o  a d d re s s 
such allegation with cor-
ruption and impunity. 
Foul ing  c onst itut ional 
prov isions of  our dear 
p a r t y  w i t h  a n  a g e n d a 
to derive personal gains 
and satisfy bloated ego is 
corruption.”

H e  a d d e d :  “ T h e  r e -
ported disciplinary com-
m i t t e e - l e d  b y  O m o ’ b a 
A b a y o m i  A d e s a n y a  i s 
unconstitutional. Aside 

parochial interest, to de-
stabilise it.

Adetimehin , in a state-
ment authored by Steve 
Otaloro, director of media 
and publicity of the party, 
noted that those who at-
tended the said meeting 
had left the APC and that 
they are  only b ent  on 
destabilising the party 
ahead of the 2019 general 
election.

“The party, under the 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  A d e  A d-
etimehin as acting chair-
man, is poised to consoli-
date on the political mile-
stone achieved without 
their input. We shall not 
permit any distraction. 
The party leadership at 
the centre also acknowl-
edges the stabilising role 
efficiently played by this 
loyal and dedicated lead-
er, who has been directed 
to act as Acting Chairman 
of the party. 

“Our Party,  APC, has 
a constitution. It is also 
true that anyone wishing 
to join will be free to do 
so upon the fulfillment 
of some conditions prec-
edent.  It is disingenuous, 
f ra u d u l e n t  a n d  d i s re -
s p e c t f u l  fo r  a  b a n d  o f 
political wanderers, who 
hop from one platform to 

He expressed the fears 
tha i f  the  cr is is  i s  not 
p r o p e r l y  h a n d l e d ;  i t 
would have effect on the 
party in future elections 
in the state.

“In 2003, the so-called 
Authentic AD members 
caused the late Adefara-
ti’s second time bid which 
he lost, and also in 2016 
governorship ele ction, 
the aggrieved PDP who 
formed a team and called 
thems elves ‘Authentic ’ 
PDP playe d a role that 
m a d e  P D P  t o  l o s e  t h e 
ele ction.  Now, in 2017 
we have another set of 
people calling themselves 
‘Authentic ’  APC and if 
c a re  i s  n o t  t a ke n ,  t h e 
result of all these might 
b e  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y,” 
Omolere said.

According to him, “This 
situation is sad and un-
fo r t u n at e  t h at  a f t e r  7 
months of his suspension, 
Kekemeke is coming now 
with some people to lay 
claim to the leadership 
of the party. Where have 
they been all these days? 
I  a m  s u s p e c t i n g  s o m e 
game plan. The leaders 
of the party must quickly 
do s omething b efore it 
t u r n s  o ut  t o  b e  s o m e -
thing else.” 

Crisis looms in Ondo APC as Kekemeke, 
Adetimehin lay claim to state chairmanship 
An end appears not in sight in the crisis that has engulfed the Ondo State chapter of the All Progressives Congress (APC) as the 
party is rocked by leadership crisis over who should be the state chairman of the party. YOMI AYELESO writes.

Politics Politics

meeting and pleaded ano-
nymity while sp eaking 
w i t h  B D S U N DAY  s a i d 
Tinubu told Akeredolu he 
had forgiven him for all 
that happened during the 
build up to the election 
and  asked Akeredolu to 
forgive those who might 
have worked against his 
candidature within the 
party in the interest of 
the party.

The s ourc e said that 
the governor responded 
by saying the people in-
volved in the anti-party 
activities would have to 
reapply to the party from 
their various wards be-
fore  they c ould b e ac-
cepted into the party.

T h e  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e 

the fact that the commit-
tee breached the rules of 
fair hearing, the inaugu-
ration and composition 
lacked legality. The rec-
ommendations of  such 
unconstitutional commit-
tee are null and void.”

Meanwhile, Ade Ade-
timehin, the acting chair-
man of the party, has said 
the party would not al-
low the activities of some 
persons he described as 
disgruntled, seeking their 

another to satisfy their 
whims and capric es,  to 
hold thems elves out as 
what they have ceased to 
be. The fact is notorious,” 
t h e  s t at e m e n t  f u r t h e r 
read.

Funso Omolere, a lead-
er of the party, who spoke 
w i t h  B D S U N D AY ,  a d -
vis e d the national s e c-
retariat of the party to 
quickly set up machinery 
t o w a r d s  re s o l v i n g  t h e 
crisis in the state chapter.
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‘How ECOWAS Parliament plans to make 
W/Africa’s single currency project succeed’

Interview

The Secretary General of the Parliament of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS Parliament), Nigerian-born 
Nelson Olalekan Magbagbeola, has indicated how the parliament intends to bring to fruition the much-touted single currency for the 
sub-region and its benefits by 2020. He spoke with a select group of journalists on the sidelines of the Fourth Legislative Donors 
Conference in Abuja. INNOCENT ODOH was there. Excerpts:

Magbagbeola

A businessman from Nigeria should be  able 
to go to Senegal and draw money easily and 

get its real time value on the deposit. We 
are working on that and we have even got-
ten support from AfDB, which is working 
with the West African Monetary Institute 

(WAMI) in Accra

W
hat are the 
areas of pri-
ority where 
the ECOW-
A S  Pa r l i a -

ment should channel  the 
resources from the donor 
agencies?

If you look at the Strategic 
Document, you will see our 
areas of priorities. We have 
13 standing committees and 
these committees are mirrored 
alongside the departments in 
the ECOWAS Commission, so 
whatever the ECOWAS Au-
thority of Heads of State and 
Government or Council  of 
Ministers have agreed on as 
a priority for the Community 
that is what the Parliament 
wants to go along with. 

They include the areas of 
fre e movement of p ers ons 
and goods, which is a major 
challenge in our region. We 
are confronted with the chal-
lenge of non-tariff barriers 
(NTBs). You go along the cor-
ridor, people extort money 
from you, block the goods, 
the goods get perished on the 
road, and these are non-tariff 
barriers which we are working 
on. Another one has to do with 
trade integration. Goods that 
are produced within the com-
munity should enjoy quota 
and duty waiver because they 
are produced within the com-
munity.  That is within the 
framework of the ECOWAS 
Trade Liberalisation Scheme. 
We want to see ECOWAS as 
a single economic space in 
which citizens can live and 
work anywhere without ha-
rassment.

We are also looking at the 
single currency, because re-
cently some Heads of States, 
namely those of Cote d’ Ivoire, 
Ghana, Niger and Nigeria met 
in Niamey, Republic of Niger 
on this. We are looking at how 
to remove the divergences in 
the macro-economic situations 
of the member countries. We 
are looking at macro economic 
convergence of the economies 
of these member states as well 
as harmonisation of policies 
and this we are also focusing 
on using the legislative actions. 

What about the discrep-
ancies for modalities among 
the member countries of the 
community, would it not stall 
this single currency project 
especially as it concerns the 
Anglophone /Francophone 
countries?

There are no discrepancies, 
it is just further negotiations 

and further discussions and 
we have started and hopefully 
the partners will understand 
that it is only one single com-
munity and we are working 
together.

The essence of having the 
single currency is to facilitate 
trade and we already have a 
group - the French-speaking 
countries plus one Portuguese-
speaking country - Guinea Bis-
sau, having CFA. It is the An-
glophone countries that have 
different countries such Ghana 
that has Cedi, Nigeria -Naira, 
The Gambia -Dalasi,  Sierra 
Leone-Leone; you have Cape 
Verde –Escudo and Liberia 
with dual currency US/Liberia 
dollars as legal tender. So how 
do we harmonise it? We have 
started working but we have 
to get the fundamentals right, 
we are working on the issue of 
the convergence of the econo-
mies through macro-economic 
convergence criteria; we are 
looking at policy harmonisa-
tion including payment system 
development.

A businessman from Nige-
ria should be       able to go to 
Senegal and draw money eas-
ily and get its real time value 
on the deposit. We are working 
on that and we have even got-
ten support from AfDB, which 
is  working with the West 
African Monetary Institute 
(WAMI) in Accra.

Nigerian parliamentarians 
in this ECOWAS Parliament 
are alleged not to be living 
up to their responsibility as 
many of them allegedly keep 
away from their core func-
tions. And when it comes to 
decision making that will 
affect Nigeria they are not 
there. Why do we have this 
kind of experience? 

May I say this to you, it 
is a misconception. This is a 
115- member parliament and 
Nigeria has 35 members. And 
I can tell you authoritatively 
that the Nigerian MPs are 

contributing their quota to 
the growth of the ECOWAS 
parliament. We have them as 
chair of committees; we also 
have them as members of the 
Bureau. Nigerian MPs are do-
ing very well so wherever you 
get that kind of allegation, I can 
tell you that it is not correct.

After the two-day donors’ 
conference, what is the way 
forward for  the ECOWAS 
Parliament?

We are very happy that 
we have given visibility to 
ECOWAS Parliament; a lot of 
the partners now know what 
we do. Our first objective was 

to enhance the power of the 
parliament. We now have a 
Strategy Document which we 
have shared with the partners. 
Some of them have made com-
mitments, you have listened 
to ACBF, UNHCR and we are 
going to have bilateral meet-
ings with them after this con-
ference. 

Some of the donors raised 
issues about the need for the 
Parliament to fine-tune its 
strategies with the Commis-
sion so as to maximise the 
use of these funds to avoid 
duplication among the three 
arms of ECOWAS. What is 
your reaction to this?

This is misinformation; we 
have existing partnership with 
the ECOWAS Commission and 
most of the partners represent 
the executives of their coun-
tries. So we had a discussion 
with them and they said we 
should work with the parlia-
ment because their mandate 
is to work with the executives. 
There is an existing agreement, 
which they cannot modify 
now, we have discussed with 
the European Union on the re-
gional indicative programme. 
We looked at the plan that 

they have to support the par-
liament on legislative actions 
to get some of these projects 
implemented. 

One key role of the parlia-
ment is oversight; the par-
liamentarians represent the 
p e ople  of  the c ommunity, 
they need to oversight the 
programmes of the implement-
ing bodies like the ECOWAS 
Commission, GIABA, and a few 
others. It is in our Supplemen-
tary Act that was adopted last 
year in Abuja. So we are now 
using the new instrument to 
talk to the partners to say our 
capacity needs to be enhanced 
and the financing gaps need to 
be bridged.

Do you have any kind of 
dissension between the Com-
mission and the Parliament?  

 Let me say this openly, we 
work hand-in-hand. When 
the Commission organised the 
annual donors coordinating 
meeting recently, Parliament 
was represented. So we work 
together but the partners seem 
to get it differently. When we 
talk of ECOWAS their major 
fo cus has always b e en the 
ECOWAS Commission that is 
what we try to correct.
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Focus

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

M
edieval history 
and contemporary 
experiences have 
proven that it takes 
tough, cautious ef-

forts for human beings engrossed 
in merriment not to forget the days 
of suffering, oppression, intimida-
tion, darkness and slavery before 
the twilight to a hopeful destiny.

With the wild jubilation that 
greeted his recent resignation as 
president of Zimbabwe, it becomes 
imperative to wonder at what 
point Robert Gabriel Mugabe’s 
position as president became an 
illegality or at what point he him-
self became a leper that must be 
sent out of the camp if the country 
must progress.

Although Mugabe’s descent 
from hero to villain has been long 
in coming, the final leg of his down-
fall began on November 15, 2017 
when the Zimbabwean military 
chiefs placed him under house 
arrest and took control of state tele-
vision. He eventually bowed out 
on Tuesday, November 21, follow-
ing his letter which was read by 
speaker of Zimbabwe’s parliament. 
Mugabe’s tight hold on power was 
the easily identified straw that 
finally broke the camel’s back. The 
93-year-old Mugabe once quipped 
that he would rule Zimbabwe until 
he turned 100.

Although the southern African 
nation at a time was once nick-
named ‘the breadbasket of Africa’ 
due to its natural resources, like 
several countries of the world, 
Zimbabwe under Mugabe had its 
own share of economic turbulence 
which resulted in high inflation, 
poverty and depression.

Mugabe vs western powers
For many young Zimbabweans, 

their jubilation over Mugabe’s exit 
stemmed not from any economic 
reason but the fact that in their 
entire life, they had known no 
other leader but Mugabe, and thus 
desperately desired a change that 
will usher in a new president. 

But some African commenta-
tors are of the view that while it is 
understandable and desirable for 
Zimbabweans to seek fresh lead-
ers, the same view cannot be held 
of western powers that joined the 
jubilation train following Mugabe’s 
resignation.  

“From Margaret Thatcher’s 
crude acknowledgement to Tony 
Blair’s open hostility, the British 
establishment has had to con-
tend with an assertive Mugabe, 
ironically himself an epitome of 
British success. Educated by the 
Jesuits in the British settler colony 
of Rhodesia, he is what the late 
Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe 
would have called an educated 
British-protected person. His profit 
from this British education is that 
he knows the British language well 
enough and uses it to curse them,” 
wrote Roy Agyemang, director/
producer of award-winning docu-
mentary, ‘Mugabe’.

“The economy had spun out of 
control, threatening to sweep him 
under politically. Sanctions which 

the western world had unleashed 
on Zimbabwe, ostensibly for im-
periling human rights, many say 
as punishment for taking back 
the land, were biting his people 
as never before. The adversities 
were overwhelming. Yet he hung 
on, just. It is this ability to ride the 
storm, which attracted me to make 
the film ‘Mugabe: Villain or Hero?’, 
where I spent three years in Zim-
babwe gaining rare access to the 
Zimbabwean leader,” he said.

Douglas Hurd, a former British 
foreign secretary, once also said 
that the “trouble with Mugabe is 
that he thinks like us and knows 
us”.

The global outcries against 
Mugabe’s leadership in Zimbabwe 
reached a crescendo between 2007 
and 2009 when hyperinflation 
saw the country’s currency spi-
ralling out of control and average 
Zimbabweans needing billions of 
Zimbabwean dollars to buy a loaf 
of bread.

But in the beginning it was not 
so with Zimbabwe under Mugabe. 
He was a liberator who rid the 
former British colony Rhodesia 
of white minority rule. He was 
beloved then and still beloved by 
sections of Zimbabwean public, 
only that they now want to try 
something new. 

Mugabe was a political prisoner 
turned revolutionary and swept 
to power in 1980 elections after a 
violent insurgency and economic 
sanctions forced the then Rhode-
sian government to the negotiating 
table.

To several African interna-
tional commentators, Mugabe 
is more than just a politician. He 
was a leader who led a cause and 
“becomes the cause itself”, as his 
militant supporters would say; and 
the cause has something to do with 
giving back the African his dignity 
well beyond symbols of nominal 
independence.

“I want you to understand that 
the reason I have stayed long in 
power, 36 years on, is because I 
want to empower all of you my fel-
low black Zimbabweans. No other 
president in the entire continent 
of Africa has done what I have 
done for you, but you continue to 
take me for granted,” Mugabe, who 
first served as Prime Minister from 
1980 to 1987, wrote in a letter to 
Zimbabweans last year.

“My days on this earth are 
numbered, but I know that once 
I am gone, you and your children 
will never forget about me. I have 
fought tooth and nail my entire 
political life to ensure that all of 
you have both political and eco-
nomic independence. I don’t hate 
white people, no, not at all. What I 
hate is their thinking that they are 
better than us; that they can just 
come to our country and take our 
resources and our land, and tell us 
what to do. To that I say no. Today, 
I am happy that almost all the land 
is in black hands.

“It is up to you to use the educa-
tion I gave you to develop the land 
so it is productive so you can feed 
yourself. One thing I am proud of 
is that I worked hard to ensure 

our natural resources and our 
land was given back to its rightful 
owners: you the black people of 
Zimbabwe.

“Go to other countries in Africa. 
Right here just across the Lim-
popo, in South Africa, Mandela 
sold out and gave all the land and 
economy to the whites. The blacks 
in South Africa will be slaves to 
white South Africans forever. As 
long as land is not in the hands of 
its rightful owners, the Africans, 
the black man will continue to 
suffer in his own land. The real 
wealth is now in your hands, I 
wrestled it away from the white 
people who came to steal it from 
you. Yes, the world was angry at 
me and punished the whole coun-
try with sanctions, but I don’t care 
because I know I was doing the 
right thing. I was empowering my 
people – You,” he wrote.

Despoiled of its land through a 
series of racial colonial measures, 
Zimbabwe at independence in-
herited a gross skew in land own-
ership. A small, reclusive white 
settler population of 4,000 owned 
nearly half of arable Zimbabwe 
– the best half at that – with the 
other half, packing over 10 million 
black Zimbabweans.

Most audacious and outspo-
ken African leader

During the UN General Assem-
bly in 2015, Mugabe deviated from 
his prepared remarks and used the 
UN podium to attack homosexu-
ality, an audacious submission 
which further endeared him to 
the hearts of several Africans 

who held the view that same-sex 
marriage was anti-African culture 
which the west must stop market-
ing to the continent.

Although Mugabe’s remarks 
were greeted with laughter from 
the audience, he ignored them as 
he went on to criticize western 
nations’ “double standards” and 
attempts to “prescribe ‘new rights’ 
that are contrary to our values, 
norms, traditions and beliefs”.

More than many other African 
leaders, Mugabe draws cheers 
across the continent, while in 
western lore he has been a ter-
rorist, a Marxist ideologue, blood-
thirsty tyrant, stereotypes that he 
alone on the continent has been 
able to mock and laugh off.

“If standing for my people’s 
aspirations makes me a Hitler,” 
he once said, “let me be a Hitler a 
thousand times.”

Speaking at the national shrine 
in August last year during a burial 
ceremony, Mugabe said he had 
asked an African National Con-
gress (ANC) minister why the 
whites still held so much power 
in South Africa.

“I asked one ANC minister 
how come the whites have been 
left with so much power, and 
he said it was because of your 
friend Mandela. That was an ANC 
minister who was saying that...” 
Mugabe said.

Born on February 21, 1924 into 
a Catholic family at Kutama Mis-
sion northwest of Harare, Mugabe 
was described as a loner, and a 
studious child known to carry a 
book even while tending cattle 
in the bush. After his carpenter 
father walked out on the fam-
ily when he was 10, the young 
Mugabe concentrated on his stud-
ies, qualifying as a schoolteacher 
at the age of 17.

Mugabe was an intellectual 
who initially embraced Marxism, 
enrolled at Fort Hare University 
in South Africa, where he met 
many of southern Africa’s future 
Black Nationalist leaders. After 
teaching in Ghana, where he 
was influenced by founder presi-
dent Kwame Nkrumah, Mugabe 
returned to the then Rhodesia, 
where he was detained for his 
nationalist activities in 1964 and 
spent the next 10 years in prison 
camps or jail. During his incar-
ceration he gained three degrees 
through correspondence. His 
four-year-old son by his first wife, 
Ghanaian-born Sally Francesca 
Hayfron, died while he was be-
hind bars. Ian Smith, then Rho-
desian leader denied him leave to 
attend the funeral.

After his release from prison 
in 1974, Mugabe took control of 
one wing in the guerrilla war for 
independence – the Zimbabwe 
African National Union (ZANU) 
and its armed forces.

After assuming office, he ini-
tially won international plaudits 
for his declared policy of racial 
reconciliation and for extending 
improved education and health 
services to the black majority, 
which was not the case before he 
came to power.

It was the seizure of white-
owned farms nearly two de-
cades later that would complete 
Mugabe’s transformation from 
darling of the west into interna-
tional outcast.

Robert Gabriel Mugabe



W
hat do you think the Fed-
eral Government should 
do to make Nigeria more 
investor-friendly?

I think the government 
still got to continue carrying on with promo-
tional activities. But we also got to recognise 
that what any government does when it 
is doing promotional activities is to simply 
talk about the investment environment. So, 
in the end, what all of us must do, including 
my organisation is that we have to be in help-
ing businesses; find each other and actually 
talk about reality of doing businesses. So, the 
government can set the stage, do nice video 
shows and other things about the lovely 
things in their countries, so in the end, it is 
businesses talking to each other. 

So, dialogue is very important, and I think 
the government shouldn’t see itself as being 
a lone-ranger, which is why I am pleased 
Lagos State government is a member of our 
organisation because they know our job is 
to create business discussion and they can 
learn about how business is working. So, that 
is in generality. But particularly for Nigeria, I 
think it got to do a number of things. Firstly, it 
has to continue to recognise that there is still 
a prejudice out there about Nigeria. 

There is no point complaining about it, 
we just must change it. I know it is changing 
because when I was in Nigeria in 1985 to 
1990, this was a very different country.  A 
huge transformation has taken place. So, I 
know that. From my job, I have been telling 
people that this is a good place to do business. 
Nigerian businesses are always upfront and 
‘loud.’ You hear from Kenyans that Nigerians 
are so loud. So, this is an exuberant business 
environment. Another thing Nigeria has 
to get right is barrier to trade and solve the 
corruption problem because majority of 
Nigerians want to do things the right way. 

There is a huge middle-class Nigeria and 
one of the largest communities of middle class 
in the world is in Nigeria. I think India has the 
largest middle-class community and Nigeria’s 
proportion of middle class is growing which 
is good for business. It means that domestic 
capital is being raised. People save money, 
put money into pension and other diverse 
investments. This is an emerging economy 
that is moving rapidly towards industrialisa-
tion. And we think we need to get the right 
message about Nigeria out.

May we know more about the role of 
the CWEIC?

I run this organisation and it has been 
on for about two-and-half years now and I 
became the chief executive about six months 
ago. The CWEIC has a very simple job. Its job 
is to help businesses across the Common-
wealth nations sell each other’s products 
and promote investments. Its job is to help 
businesses understand how much easier it is 
to do businesses in Commonwealth nations 
as well as between a Commonwealth nation 
and outside. We think there are three big 
features around that. The first one is business 
English. Everyone in the commonwealth uses 
English to do business and the second thing 
that every country tries to enforce contract 
and we support that. The third thing is that 
we tend to do things in very similar ways – 

the regulators, standard organisations and 
others, all tend to do things the same way. So, 
these are the three big things. There are other 
intangible things about the Commonwealth 
council. I have worked in 62 countries and 
when you are from a Commonwealth coun-
try and move to another Commonwealth 
country, you feel like you are at home be-
cause there is just something familiar about 
it. For me, if you are a business, it is a huge 
advantage because it gives you an advantage, 
and it gives you confidence. 

In the end, all these reduce the transaction 
cost of doing business. There is a report that 
says that the cost of doing business among the 
Commonwealth nations has been 19 percent 
less over the year. Emotionally, it is less costly 
and that translates to more fun while doing 
business. 

We started in London and we have 
just started to open hubs among the Com-
monwealth nations. We would be in every 
member country and in some countries; we 
may end up having more than one hub. One 
of first hubs we are having is Lagos that is 
for two reasons – this is one of the economic 
engines of the Commonwealth and obviously 
in Africa. The second thing is that as a person, 
I like Lagos. I know the place very well and I 

am a fan of Nigeria and Lagos. I do recognise 
that in other parts of the world, there are 
prejudicial barriers about doing business with 
Nigeria and doing business with Lagos and it 
is often perception. 

I think times have changed tremendously 
and we are going to work on that lingering 
perception by opening the hub in Lagos and 
getting senior business members to drive 
activities. It is a good way of changing global 
perception about Nigeria. When people ask 
me what I find remarkable about Lagos, I 
say there is never a vacant shop and there is 
never a vacant store. 

This is a commonwealth great nation of 
traders. That to me is stimulating. I am very 
keen that with Obinna Anyanwu as our 
country head here, things will be a lot better. 
Nigeria is the first and there are about four 
more to be opened in some other common-
wealth countries. And I am very keen that 
when Obinna does work here in Lagos, I will 
be about the whole commonwealth and not 
just about Nigeria. 

The Commonwealth Business forum 
comes up in April next year. This is a two-day 
event that is held ahead of the Common-
wealth Heads of Governments meeting. So, 
it is to hold in London. It is very important 

because it is probably the last one that the 
Queen would be attending because she 
would be 92 then and the next one after that 
of next year would be in Malaysia. So, she is 
not going to be travelling that much. 

So, we are holding the forum in the city of 
London and there would be senior Nigerian 
businesses in attendance. Mrs. Folorunso 
Alakija has already said she will be in atten-
dance and she will be speaking about women 
in business at the forum. We are also hoping 
to set up some other schemes to support 
businesses. There is a scheme that is running 
presently in UK called Commonwealth First, 
which is to support UK businesses. 

I want to introduce the Commonwealth 
First Nigeria and we may find maybe up to 
100 talented SMEs in Nigeria that are export-
ready and for them to be part of the scheme 
for over a three or four-year period. So, we are 
hoping to help new enterprises in Nigeria get 
access to market. Also, at the moment, we are 
working with sub-sovereigns. These are enti-
ties that are below the national governments 
and two of them at the moment are Akwa 
Ibom and Lagos States. These states see us as 
a helpful venture and as a bridge between 
them and business and especially in helping 
them mobilise businesses.

Will you provide grants or other form 
of financial support to the SMEs you are 
talking about?

I think there may be some form of finan-
cial support as it is in some countries. Like Ma-
laysia has various forms of support for small 
businesses. One of the things we need to try 
to understand is that there is a lot of money 
in the world at the moment looking for good 
investments. And what we have to do is to 
make sure that these young Commonwealth 
businesses get access and meet these people 
with the money that want to make those 
investments and make case for them. The 
other thing is that Africa has extraordinary 
financial resources. 

The domestic resource capital in Africa 
is huge and that is looking for new oppor-
tunities as well. So, we are very keen to try 
to mobilise these resources. We must not 
think about government funding because if 
it comes today and at the end of the day there 
is a change in government, such government 
funding disappears. 

We must not overlook the strength of 
private sector investment because it is not 
looking for political patronage, it is just look-
ing for trade for commercial growth and that 
is what we must find ways of ensuring that 
interested innovative capital meets inter-
ested innovative propositions. If you put that 
together, you would see tremendous growth. 
One of the things I am here to do in Nigeria is 
talk to senior Nigerian business men.

Are there companies in other countries 
your Council has assisted in accessing some 
of these global capitals you talked about?a

There are, but do we have a case study, I 
will say no. That is because we are still a very 
young organisation. But we have examples of 
Diaspora money in India that was invested 
in business ideas. So, over time, we would 
be putting together case studies that we 
can show people so that we can use that to 
evangelise. But I want to have some Nigerian 
examples.
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We promote businesses and investments 
across Commonwealth nations - Burge

SundayBusiness
SUNDAYBD 

Commonwealth Enterprise and Investment Council (CWEIC) is helping to promote businesses and investments across member states. 
Richard Burge, who was in Nigeria ahead of next year’s Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting as well as to inaugurate the 
Council’s new Country Head for Nigeria, spoke with some journalists, HOPE ACHIKE-MOSES was there. Excerpts:

Richard Burge
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Delta unveils 10 loan products to 
boost investment and productivity

D
elta State govern-
ment has unveiled 10 
different loan pack-
ages indigenes could 
leverage to boost pro-

ductivity and prosperity. Unveil-
ing the products as part of the 
highlights of the state’s entrepre-
neurship week, Shimite Bello, the 
executive secretary of the Delta 
State Micro, Small, Medium Scale 
Development Agency (DEMSMA), 
gave a breakdown of the loans.

Listing the programmes, Bello 
said Smart vocational and techni-
cal credit (SVTC), for instance is de-
signed to support the asset acquisi-
tion and cash flow requirement of 
MSME such as auto mechanics, 
electricians and electronics instal-
lations service providers, mobile 
handset repairers, computer soft 
& hardware technicians, tailors, 
vulcanizers, shoe makers, plumb-
ers etc. The Facility will only serve 
micro entrepreneurs in the first 
instance with the opportunity to 
scale up.

According to Bello, “Beneficia-
ries under this programme must 
be skilled artisans as defined 
by DEMSMA Loan Assessment 
Guidelines. Individuals will get 
a maximum of N250, 000(Two 
Hundred and fifty Thousand 
Naira) only each, subject to techni-
cal determination of the scope of 
business and cash flow require-
ment. Beneficiaries must provide 
acceptable guarantors in line with 
DEMSMA Risk Management 
Framework. The loan tenure is 
between 6 months and 1 year 
subject to Business Asset Conver-
sion Cycle, etc.”

There is also the leather works 
credit (LWC) which is said to have 
been designed as a follow up to 
beneficiaries that have primarily 
graduated from the Delta state 
Leather-Works Skill Acquisition 
Programme. This credit is meant 
to enable start up and scale up. 
Those to benefit are individuals 
and cooperatives that have suc-
cessfully completed the Delta 
State Leather- Works Skills Acqui-
sition Programme or others that 
can pass the basic test.

“It would depend on ability 
of beneficiaries to demonstrate 
effective and efficient business 
projection and repayment plan. 
Non-loan defaulters/on time 
payer,” she said.

More so, “Beneficiaries under 
this programme must have com-
pleted the Delta State Leather-
Works Skills Acquisition pro-
gramme. Individuals will get a 
maximum of N250, 000 (Two 
Hundred and fifty Thousand 
Naira) only each subject to techni-
cal determination of the scope of 
business and cash flow require-
ment. Beneficiaries must provide 
acceptable guarantors in line with 
DEMSMA Risk Management 

Guidelines.”
The cold chain micro credit 

(CCMC) has also been designed 
for operators in the cold room and 
cold transport value chain busi-
ness activities within Delta State. 
It is targeted towards funding 
start-ups or expansion of existing 
business needs such as deep freez-
ers, cooling vans etc.

Bello told BDSUNDAY that ben-
eficiaries under this programme 
must be confirmed “business 
operators as defined by DEMSMA 
lending guidelines. Beneficiaries 
will receive after proper due dili-
gence loan amount for micro credit 
or SME as may be applicable. Ben-
eficiaries must provide acceptable 
guarantors in line with DEMSMA 
credit risk guarantee.”

Step smart credit (SSC), she said 
is a specialised soft loan intended 
to finance STEP (Skills Training En-
trepreneurial Programme) gradu-
ates under the Delta State Govern-
ment Job Creation Programme, 
targets artisans and other skilled 
workers. “Loans will be offered 
to aid enterprise development in 
line with Job Creation’s Office Skill 
Enhancement Programme,” the 
organisers said.

“Beneficiaries must have been 
trained, certified and given upon 
graduation a letter from Job Cre-
ation Office titled “Fit for micro-
credit and must be between the 
ages of 18 and 35 years,” she further 
said.

Another scheme, Yagep smart 
credit (YSC), according to Bello, is 
a soft loan geared towards small 
holder production and processing 
entrepreneurs in Agriculture.

“It is intended to finance YAGEP 
(Youth Agricultural Entrepreneur-
ial Programme) graduates for start-
ups and existing businesses under 
the job creation office,” she said. 

She said that “beneficiaries 
must have been trained, certified 
and given upon graduation a let-
ter from Job Creation Office titled 
‘Fit for micro-credit’.(The original 
copy of ‘Fit for micro-credit’ is a 
required document); A photocopy 
of the certificate will be required 
by DEMSMA. Two passport pho-
tographs (white background); A 
photocopy of the beneficiary’s 
ID Card. Beneficiaries must be 
between the ages of 18 - 35 years. 
Beneficiaries must be small holder 
farmers. Etc.”

Other schemes are: GEEP smart 
credit (GSC)- This enterprises loan 
is targeted towards fresh graduates 
who want to remain in their pro-
fessional field of study and have 
successfully completed the man-
datory one year National Youths 
Services Corps Programme.

Those who qualified for this 
are Successful/Certified indi-
viduals that have completed the 
Job Creation Office Graduate 
Empowerment and Employment 
Programme.

Target beneficiaries need not 
have physical collateral but re-

quire to submit form on character. 
Facilities under this programme 
are accessible to beneficiaries up 
to N250, 000(Two Hundred Thou-
sand Naira) per application, subject 
to technical determination of 
scope and financial requirements 
of the enterprise. 

Micro retailers credit (MRC): 
This is a revolving on-lending 
microcredit facility to support 
traders. Priority will be given to 
petty traders in the agricultural 
subsector. However consideration 
to access credit will be given to 
other petty traders.

Those who qualified for this 
are individuals and cooperatives 
that have the capacity to run 
their chosen enterprise. It will 
be an added advantage if such 
individual and corporative have 
run their enterprise for at least six 
months. Ability of beneficiaries to 
demonstrate efficient business and 
repayment plans.

The amount of loan obtainable 
under this credit product after 
critical credit risk analysis ranges 
from N10, 000 to N250, 000 sub-
ject to technically determination 
and scope of business. The Loan 
tenure is within 6 months to 1 
year subject to Asset conversion 
cycle. The moratorium is between 
1 to 3 Months subject to needs 
assessment. Interest rate is 9per-
cent per Annum (Subject to fund 
provider). The facility will target 
largely women. Loans in SME’s 
may attract collateral security and 
lien contribution. Repayment is 
done weekly or monthly subject 
to beneficiary’s preference or en-
terprise type.

Business support credit (BSC): 
Business Support Credit provides 
financial assistance to validly 
registered Small &Medium Enter-

prises (SMEs) in Delta state. Loan 
amount under this product ranges 
from N500, 000 to N50, 000,000 
per applicant.

Those needed are people that 
have the capacity to run their cho-
sen enterprise. Such individuals, 
cooperatives and limited liability 
companies must have run their en-
terprise for at least one year. Abil-
ity of Beneficiaries to demonstrate 
effective and efficient business and 
repayment plans.

An acceptable and viable busi-
ness plan is a prerequisite on ap-
plication. Applicants for this credit 
product must show proof of regis-
tration certificate from Corporate 
Affairs Commission (CAC). They 
must have kept good financial re-
cords. Beneficiaries must provide 
acceptable guarantors in line with 
DEMSMA Credit risk guidelines. 
The Loan tenure is between 1 and 
5 years subject to Asset Conversion 
Cycle. The moratorium is between 
3 and 6 Months subject to needs 
assessment.  

Agricultural credit (AC): This 
is a Delta State Micro Small & Me-
dium Enterprises Development 
product designed to facilitate the 
funding of agricultural develop-
ment in partnership with Delta 
State Ministry of Agriculture to 
bridge the funding gap in agro 
processing and production.

Individuals and cooperative 
that have proven capacity to run 
their chosen enterprise are need-
ed. It will be an added advantage if 
such individuals and cooperatives 
have run their enterprise for at 
least six months. Ability of Ben-
eficiaries to demonstrate effective 
/efficient business and repayment 
plans.

Beneficiaries must show evi-
dence that they are registered 

with the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Individuals will get a maximum 
of N250, 000(Two Hundred and 
fifty Thousand Naira) each subject 
to technical determination of the 
scope of business and cash flow 
requirement of the enterprises.

Cottage industry development 
credit (CIDC): This is designed to 
facilitate the funding of the cottage 
industry development in partner-
ship with the Delta State Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry and 
other relevant development part-
ners.

Individuals, cooperatives and 
cluster groups that have proven 
capacity to run their chosen en-
terprise are needed here. Must be 
registered with Delta State Minis-
try of Commerce and Industry. It 
will be an added advantage if such 
individual and co-operatives have 
run their enterprise for at least six 
months. Ability of beneficiaries 
to demonstrate effective/efficient 
business and repayment plan.

Beneficiaries under this pro-
gramme must be registered and 
endorsed by the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. Indi-
viduals, groups or clusters will 
get finance subject to a maximum 
of N2, 500,000(Two Million 
Five Hundred Naira only) each 
subject to technical determina-
tion of the scope of business and 
cash flow requirement of the 
enterprises. Beneficiaries must 
provide acceptable guarantors 
in line with DEMSMA credit 
risk Guarantee.  The Loan tenure 
is subject to Asset Conversion 
Cycle. The moratorium is be-
tween 3 to 6 Months subject to 
needs assessment. Interest rate 
is 9percent per annum (subject to 
fund provider). The facility will 
largely target agro processors in 
comparative advantage products 
of Delta State. SME Loans may 
attract collateral security and 
lien contribution. Most equip-
ment would be purchased by the 
agency from the manufacturers.

The executive secretary said: 
“We expect the people of Delta 
State to pay close attention to busi-
ness opportunities even as politi-
cians canvas for their votes. The 
masses must pursue businesses to 
achieve economic stability so that 
whether political fallouts come or 
not, the family must feed and solve 
basic problems. The local council 
elections are around the corner 
but just as politicians would be 
going round to campaign for votes, 
we would continue to campaign 
for entrepreneurship.”

Many observers regard the 
event as a giant step in moving 
people at the bottom of the pyra-
mid economically a new level in 
Delta State. The state government 
seems to reason that access to 
funds is the most important aspect 
of boosting economic boon in 
furtherance of the present admin-
istration’s agenda of “prosperity for 
all Deltans”.  

Okowa
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A
re you controlled? 
Am I controlled? Is life 
controlled? These are 
questions that sound 
weird and which most 

people would like to avoid. How-
ever, they are very important 
questions which we need to ask 
ourselves and get the right answers. 
The Truth is that life is controlled, 
and the question is by whom?

People exert control over other 
people’s lives without the knowl-
edge of the controlled person. There 
is nothing more destructive to hu-
man existence than you being con-
trolled without your knowledge. 
It shows you are one of the most 
vulnerable persons on earth, an 
easy prey. Imagine doing what you 
are doing without you knowing 
you are being remotely controlled 
to do that exact thing. Very scary! 

The hidden power that controls
The people that doubt the existence 
of such events are people that are 
truly controlled. You can strongly 
believe that you have a mind of 
your own however, the controller 
would not argue with you. He is 
happy you do not know he exists 
which helps his dastardly act.

While we are on the topic of the 
controlled and the controller, do 
you by any chance know what BE-
LIEF is? “Belief is a firmly held opin-
ion of truth that has no proof”. There 
is an integral part of a man that 
processes every information fed 
into it. It is unbiased in its working 
and very dutiful in its delivery. This 
aspect of man is very sensitive to all 
kinds of information, and the mo-
ment it receives it, it stores it and it 
becomes the bases of its operations. 
Who you and I are is consequent 
upon this machine called MIND 
on which forms our basis of opera-
tion. Our basis of operation is our 
belief system. What we would be 
is dependent on this belief system, 
who we are is equally a product of 
this system. You can imagine the 
power that this system has over 
us. It does really have control over 
the outcome of our lives no doubt.

What the controllers leverage 
on is the functionality of this “mind 

machine”. The controllers do not 
fight you physically, financially or 
emotionally, rather they fight you 
by ensuring your mind is continu-
ously fed with wrong information 
and messages. They are very inten-
tional and professional, and their 
approach is cunning and deceitful. 
Their creed is STEALTH, and they 
have succeeded immensely through 
it. What if I tell you that the world 
we live in, is a world that is turned 
upside down by the same controller? 
We were created spiritual beings, 
we could only communicate with 
God through our spirit for God is 
a Spirit. We were never created to 
live by our physical senses. When 
you hear about studies being carried 
out to know how man functions, his 
weaknesses and strength all of these 
are to find the Achilles’ heel of man 
which the controller uses to his own 
advantage.

One of the notable patriarchs 
in the bible had to shout out loud, 
“Oh God, who is man that you are 
mindful of him… (paraphrased)?” 
(Psalm 8:4). This was because He 
could not understand this being 
called MAN and the fuss around 
him. The substance of man is so 
valuable and precious, but the 
only person that does not know it 

is man himself. The system of man 
was designed to absorb informa-
tion, and any information fed into 
the mind is processed by it and it 
becomes us. Every information 
in this fallen world is engineered 
to reprogramme man from his 
original design. Man was designed 
to reign, dominate and rule over 
everything (Rev.1:6). Now, man has 
become a shadow of his original 
design by reason of his belief which 
is a product of the information his 
mind is fed with continuously. The 
controller recognizes this aspect of 
man and he exploits it well to his 
advantage. Every man is a product 
of his belief. If you believe you can, 
you can, if you believe you cannot 
you cannot. If you belief you can 
never fail, you will never fail, if you 
believe you are a failure you have 
failed before you even START. See 
what power our BELIEF wields.

Our enemy Satan (the control-
ler) is aware that he is defeated. 
He is also aware that if man his 
made to know this truth, man will 
exert control over him. So what 
did he do and is still doing? He con-
trols man from within so that he 
would never fulfill his God-given 
potential. HOW? He ensures man 
is constantly fed with negative in-

formation that cripples his potential 
and wastes his life. Every time you 
see a man fail or intimidated by 
life, then you know his engine is 
fed with water instead of oil. When 
you see a man commit suicide, his 
hope has been poisoned through 
wrong pictures.

So how do we purge this and 
become who we are created to be? 
How do we break free from the 
power of the controller who has 
been subtly controlling us?

1. We must know that our BE-
LIEF controls what we become.

2. We must censor every infor-
mation that we receive into our 
system and compare it with the 
information from the word of God 
which is the TRUTH.

3. We must recognise that God 
information is the right informa-
tion, and this information must be 
consciously fed into the engine of 
our mind.

4. We must realise this change 
does not happen by chance, rather 
we have to fight to get this done.

5. That whatever present state 
we are in our lives, a change is pos-
sible simply by changing the source 
of our information.

Remain blessed as you gain 
control.
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FLP Nigeria to seize opportunities in global economic meltdown, says new Forever boss

D
aniel Ikechukwu, the 
newly appointed coun-
try sales manager of 
Forever Living Product 

(FLP) Nigeria, has reiterated the 
commitment of his management 
team, to reposition Nigeria in the 
Forever Living Product global 
ranking space. 

Speaking in Lagos recently 
during the Lagos Success day set 
aside to recognise committed indi-
viduals involved in the company’s 
business Ikechukwu said that his 
administration in FLP Nigeria, will 
focus on raising the bar again in 
multi-level marketing in Nigeria, 
and also to restore Nigeria in its 

pride of place. According to him, 
the economic environment in 
Nigeria in recent years, which was 
characterised with fall in oil price, 
economic recession, short in dollar 
supply and naira devaluation, had 
been challenging for most import-
dependent businesses, however, 
it also creates opportunities for 
businesses like FLP.

“Downtime in businesses are 
only but part of a vicious business 
cycle. However, the period calls 
for more creativity as we seize 
the opportunities that the global 
economic meltdown presents. We 
also intend to share our business 
opportunities to as many Nige-

rians as possible that are looking 
for genuine opportunities that 
can help them earn extra income,” 
Ikechukwu added.

Ikechukwu, who noted that 
few years back, Nigeria was 
ranked third in the global FLP 
business, said though the com-
pany is down lately but there is 
renewed determination to change 
the ranking.

“Global positioning for us might 
look very insignificant at the 
moment. However, I see how pas-
sionate our employees and Forever 
Business Owners (FBOs) talk about 
the moment in history when FLP 
Nigeria was third in the Forever 

Charles Udoh, commissioner for Information and Strategy, Akwa Ibom State; welcoming Jaji,Rear Admiral Ifeoluwa 
Mohammed, deputy commandant, Command and Staff College, to the ministry during a study tour of  the state 
by 49 Participants/Administrative Staff of Command and Staff College.

Global ranking. I love the passion. 
It is this passion that we want to 
properly channel to increased 
energies in all our basic business 
strategies.

“Among us, there is renewed 
commitment to do that which we 
have done before and we are still 
passionate and capable of doing. 
If you look at the 170 countries, 
where Forever does business 
globally, look at their population, 
experience in business and quality 
of their FBOs; I will tell you this, 
we may not be there yet, but we 
belong to the top five. And this is 
what we want and this will drive 
us to move forward,” he said.

Congratulating FBOs, who 
were decorated recently, the FLP 
Nigeria boss said: “It is a celebra-
tion of courage, hard work, con-
sistency, performance and above 
all greatness. We celebrate our 
people to create positive growth 
mind set for our business, hence 
all is translated into growth.

“The FLP business provides 
some 3,000 FBOs with an incen-
tive of all-expenses paid trip. For 
instance, the month of October 
is synonymous with celebration 
within the Forever family. It is a 
month that we host globally, our 
most prestigious incentive - “Eagle 
Managers Retreat”.

L-R: Japan External Trade Organisation, JETRO. senior director for Global Strategy, Africa Makoto 
Matsumura, president LCCI Nike Akande,JETRO vice president head of Africa Katsumi Hirano and 
Trade Commissioner\managing director Taku Miyazaki during the Lagos Chambers of Commerce and 
Industries LCCI signing ceremony of Mou with JETRO in Lagos   PicDayo Adewunmi
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A 
go o d numb er of 
Nigerians still find 
it difficult to un-
derstand why two 
seemingly similar 

secondary mortgage institu-
tion in Nigeria are existing and 
operating side by side with each 
other. One of the frequently 
asked questions by mortgage 
loan seekers border on the pos-
sible differences and similarities 
between the Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria (FMBN) and the 
Nigerian Mortgage Refinance 
Company (NMRC) as secondary 
mortgage institutions.

By the first quarter of 2014, 
the NMRC opened for business 
to provide secondary mortgage 
market services for primary 
mortgage lenders for on-lending 
to teeming Nigerian housing 
loan applicants. Essentially, 
NMRC came on stream as an 
intervention on a liquidity-
squeezed mortgage system.

To open for business, the 
company was registered; the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
granted it approval, the board 
was set up, and World Bank 
provided a 40-year loan of $300 
million, among other conditions. 
It is a strictly private sector-led 
company, but with public sector 
purpose.

The FMBN has a different 

FMBN and NMRC: Why they 
exist, operate side by side

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO
charter. It gets its funds from 
contributions by workers in the 
formal sector. It is a federal gov-
ernment agency that provides 
mortgage loans to home loan 
applicants through the National 
Housing Fund (NHF) which it 
supervises.

Experts say there are no rea-
sons for people to raise concerns 
over the existence of NMRC side 
by side with FMBN, because 
each is no threat to the other. 
The major difference between 
them is that whereas govern-
ment appoints the FMBN board 
and largely guides its operations, 
the NMRC appoint its own CEO 
and members of the board from 
its subscribers. It is ‘free’ from 
government interference.

The two companies, even in 
their similarities as secondary 
mortgage markets, also differ 
significantly in their ownership 
and organizational structure 
and, according to Femi Johnson, 
a mortgage operator,   they ex-
ist and operate side by side as 
is done in other climes such as 
Mexico and USA.

“In USA, Mexico and other 
places, there are similar institu-
tions that run parallel like what 
we see with FMBN and NMRC.   
In those places, some of these 
institutions are funded by the 
private sector, some by the gov-

ernment, and others from work-
ers salary”, Johnson informed.

In terms of operational model, 
the difference between the two 
institutions is fundamental in 
that for a primary mortgage 
lender to get money from the 
FMBN for on-lending to a cus-
tomer, he must know who his 
customer is.

He will appraise the cus-
tomer based on the parameter 
the FMBN has set and if the 
customer meets the criteria, the 
lender has to check the property 
for which the loan is to be given, 
evaluate it and, based on that, 
package an application on behalf 
of the customer to FMBN and, on 
the basis of this, FMBN will re-
lease the money that the lender 
will give out to the customer.

The problem here is that  even 
though the lender has  done his 
due diligence and every other 
thing, the FMBN will still do it 
again, a second time, and if  it is 
okay with that, it will disburse 
to the lender  and where it is 
not okay with the application, it 
will not disburse  and, until  the 
lender gets the money, he will 
not disburse to the customer.

This is a long process that will 
be there for as long as two years 
which is why a lot of people run 
away from NHF contribution 
because they find it difficult to 

get the loan when they need it.
NMRC is a different ball game. 

The procedures are short and 
sharp, giving the customer both 
ease and convenience of trans-
acting business. Here, the money 
the lender gives out to the cus-
tomer is his and so giving it out  
is his normal course of business.

After lending, he goes back 
to NMRC to refinance it for the 
company to reimburse him so 
that he can lend to other cus-
tomers. In this case, he doesn’t 
have to wait for anybody before 
lending. It his money and so he 
can lend easily and directly to 
whoever applies.

Gradually, the refinance com-
pany is taking the shine off 
FMBN  and this is understand-
able given is core function of 
leveraging funding for mortgage 
refinancing and, by so doing, 
provides liquidity for the mort-
gage market to refinance the 
mortgage portfolio of its member 
banks, and improves affordabil-
ity by reducing mortgage rates, 
extending mortgage terms, and 

lowering deposits.
The c ompany enhanc es 

standardization of mortgage 
origination and administration 
processes within the market 
through the Uniform Under-
writing Standards (UUS), drives 
reforms to the enabling environ-
ment for mortgage lending and 
title perfection through advo-
cacy of a draft Model Mortgage 
and Foreclosure Law. It also 
accelerates the creation of new 
mortgage products, promotes 
affordable home ownership for 
Nigerians and grows the contri-
bution of mortgage sector to GDP 
in Nigeria.

In July 2015, the company 
successfully issued a 15-year N8 
billion Series 1 Bond  - the first 
mortgage refinance facility in 
Africa to achieve this feat. This 
was done under its N140 billion 
medium term Note Programme, 
backed by an unconditional 
federal government guarantee 
which it has deployed to the 
refinancing of the mortgage 
portfolio of its member banks.

31Sunday 03 December  2017 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

Real Estate business versus the ‘friendship 
marketing philosophy’ in Nigeria (3)

most tragic demarketing strategy 
is for an existing client to tell a 
prospect that he regrets meeting 
you. Give an eye to address the 
grievances of your existing cli-
ents. Personally, my biggest and 
most loyal friends ever are those 
that I got through Reference by 
my existing clients. This is a very 
cost effective way of marketing 
Real estate facilities and it is sure 
to return huge returns almost at 
zero cost.

From the foregoing; it is clear 
that the fulcrum of successful 
marketing in Real estate business 
is the Friendship philosophy. 
It actually cost you nothing to 
adopt. But it would cost you your 
entire investment if ignored, 
next time you are planning 
that marketing campaign for 
your next phase of Real Estate 
Marketing; start with “Friend-
ship Marketing”, you may not 
need another strategy to realise 
your set goal in this lucrative 
subsector.

W
hen I de cide d 
to do this series; 
I had actually 
planned a ‘one-

off’. Little did I know we were 
in for a big one. Since the first 
edition of this series; we have 
hardly had a moment of rest as 
all our channels have been busy 
with one form of enquiry or 
the other. Allow me to say here 
and now that articles cannot be 
exhaustive. We are available 
for consultation at all times. 

good interpersonal relationship 
to take advantage of this angle 
to it. Your friends, neighbors, 
religious society members, col-
leagues, kinsmen, alumni and 
others are actually your greatest 
agents when it comes to mouth-
to-mouth recommendations. 
Yes, you may have a thousand 
and one commission agents, 
freelancers and contractors 
working for you. This is the 
beauty of contact marketing. It is 
always there to back up all other 
forms of sales methods. Here, 
your credibility, trustworthi-
ness, transparency and sincerity 
will go a long way in adding to 
or your real estate marketing 
results all together.

Referral as a method of mar-
keting real estate facilities:

This is a direct derivative 
from your existing clients, ac-
quaintants, friends, club mem-
bers, members of your religious 
groups and others. This is why a 
good business man must be more 

determined to positively man-
age business relationship than 
sourcing new markets. What 
can be more effective than a 
man saying “I have bought from 
him; he is honest and reliable!”? 
it is very important to know 
how your existing publics feel 
about you in the business or Real 
Estate. It is suicide to adopt the 
maxim ‘soja go, soja come’ the 
next soldier may never come. 
I tell you this; it is much faster 
to spread negative information 
about your company than the 
positive information. This is why 
companies that are conversant 
with the usefulness of informa-
tion management would spend 
millions of dollars to disabuse the 
minds of the public of any pos-
sible wrong impression or mis-
givings. The Reference method 
is built totally on trust.

I am very much aware of com-
panies that have lost valuable 
market due to loss of goodwill 
from existing customers. The 

However; due to pressure and 
demand by our teaming readers; 
I have decided to do a third series 
of this all important topic. Please; 
come with us.

Marketing Real Estate using 
word-of-mouth or personal 
contact:

This is the most effective 
conventional form of market-
ing any product or service. 
The reason for its effective-
ness sterns from the fact that 
it gives the opportunity to 
handle objections right there 
on the spot. Its major floss is 
that it is very expensive and 
very limited in scope. You can 
imagine if you have to person-
ally approach and talk to about 
20,000 persons about your real 
estate products at different lo-
cations all over the world!

There is certainly a way 
round this herculean task in 
modern day marketing. This is 
where the ‘friendship philoso-
phy’ comes in. you must have a 
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Food-for-thought from UAC Foods

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

F
or a company that 
has been in operation 
since 1879, with over 
a century active en-
gagement in Nigeria, 

employing several thousands 
of the citizens and boosting the 
economy through manufactur-
ing, even in the most difficult of 
times, it would do stakeholders 
a world of good to know what 
exactly have been its winning 
strategies over the centuries.

This is more so now, that 
the diversification mantra of 
the current administration has 
begun to gain currency amongst 
indigenous investors. And UAC 
has remained largely a food-
focused company with interests 
in manufacturing, services, lo-
gistics, warehousing in addition 
to its foray into the real sector of 
the country’s economy.

Perhaps, one would have to 
start with its virile vision, which 

emphatically states that it is to be: 
“Number one in our chosen mar-
kets, providing exceptional value 
to our customers”. It would inter-
est readers to know that those 
‘chosen markets’ are driven by 
carefully chosen food items that 
come as the first of their kind, 
especially here in Nigeria. These 
include the market-leading Gala 
Sausage Roll, Gala Crunchies, 
Snaps, FuntimeCoconut Chips, 
Supreme Flavoured Milk and 
DeliteFruit Juice.

Not done, it has successfully 
made great impact in the veg-
etable oil sub-sector with the 
wave-making Grand Pure Soy 
Oil endorsed years ago by the 
Nigeria Heart Foundation as the 
most heart-friendly oil in the 
market. It also produces Grand 
Groundnut Oil. The feed market 
is next, where it commands a 
national attention with Vital 
Poultry Feed and Vital Fish Feed 
both produced from the largest 
and most modern feed mill in the 
entire West African Sub-region.

Yet, UAC was also one of the 
companies to deliver high qual-
ity and safe bottle water brands 
with Gossy Natural Warm Spring 
Water and Swan Natural Spring 
Water. The lesson for any poten-
tial investor or group of investors 
is to be observant in identifying 
areas of consumers’ needs and go 
all out to meet such, at affordable 
costs to their pockets. 

Still in the food sector, the 
company took a decisive step 
forward when it entered Nige-
ria’s vibrant market with the 
Quick Service Restaurant (QSR) 
business decades ago, operating 

the hugely popular Mr. Biggs and 
Village Kitchen providing a co-
lourful array of mouth-watering 
dishes.And to strengthen its hold 
on the market, it has brought 
international QSR brands such 
as Chicken Inn, Creamy Inn and 
Pizza Inn. There is more to this 
than meets the ordinary eye.

That brings us to UAC’s effec-
tive strategy of pragmatic part-
nerships. With a global vision it 
has over the years built strong 
regional and international part-
nerships with the salutary ‘aim 
to enhance sustainable growth 
and true business information.’ 
Expectedly, these have paid off 
handsomely, as it has partnered 
with Tiger Brands of South Africa 
forming a new company at equity 
shares of 51percent to UAC and 
49percent to the other. Here, 
UAC comes in with interests in 
snacks, dairies and water opera-
tions.

Looked at in critical terms, 
this move falls in tandem with 
the company’s Mission State-
ment: “To grow our top-line at 
twice the rate of GDP growth 
in Nigeria at a blended EBIT 
profitability at 15percent”. The 
resultant UAC Foods Limited is 
a fantastic fusion of UAC Foods 
and UAC Dairies Divisions of 
UAC of Nigeria Plc and UACN 
shares of Spring Waters Nige-
ria Limited, its wholly-owned 
subsidiary.

So, fast-moving products 
such as Gala Sausage roll, Gala 
Crunchies,   Funtime C ake, 
Funtime Coconut Chips, Snaps 
Cheeseballs, Supreme Ice Cream, 
Supreme Flaovoured Milk, Del-

ite Fruit Juice, Swan Water and 
Swan Soft Drinks all belong 
toUAC Foods Limited. Interest-
ingly, the Snacks, Dairies and 
Beverages subsidiaries operate 
from different axes of the coun-
try, strategically located at Ojota, 
Oregun and Kerang, Mangu LGA 
of Plateau State in that order.

 Also, while the Grand Cereals 
and Oil Mills Limited (GCOML) 
operates from Jos in Plateau 
State, Gossy Spring Water has 
its bottling plant in Ikogosi, Ekiti 
State. The lesson here is to touch 
the lives of different citizens 
spread across a spectrum of the 
country by employing local la-
bour and delivering high quality 
products right at their doorsteps.

And talking about touching of 
lives, UAC’s Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility Programme, tagged 
‘The Goodness League’ has been 
spreading waves ofcomfort to 
the needy and joy to the sad 
since its inception. Precisely, it 
has ‘spearheaded the move to 
boost education in the coun-
try through its infrastructural 
intervention’. This is actualised 
through UAC’s Schools Support 
Programme that has benefited 
select schools, which started with 
four out of the six geo-political 
zones but has since reached the 
remaining two of South-East and 
North-East zones. There is also 
the support for Legacy schools 
across the country even as it or-
ganizes Free Weekend Classes for 
SSS students in several secondary 
schools spread across the country.

One additional issue worthy 
of note includes the fact that its 
prime products appeal to a wide 

segment of the society; from 
school kids through teenagers to 
adults, as well as from farmers to 
traders and artisans.

Besides, UAC has contributed 
in no small measure to boosting 
the nation’s economy through 
the local sourcing of many of 
its raw materials. Name them: 
Maize, sorghum, ground nut, 
soya beans, eggs, meat, fruit 
juice, coconut, milk and of course, 
water are sourced locally, add-
ing impetus to the energy of our 
farmers. It has also contributed 
to the processes of other food and 
beverage companies, by supply-
ing maize grits to the breweries, 
as well as feeds to those involved 
in animal husbandry.

A great lesson, not just for the 
food industry but for all, is UAC’s 
renewed resolve and determined 
drive at true, lasting economic 
transformation by focusingon 
and giving great premium to sus-
tained human capacity develop-
ment. This would always serve as 
the dependable engine room for 
the socio-economic growth of the 
larger Nigerian society.

One would therefore, gladly 
commend these winning strate-
gies to individual entrepreneurs 
and the public sector, especially 
to those wishing to provide prod-
ucts relevant to the nation’s food 
and nutritional security. This 
should be food-for-thought to 
those behind the wheels of the 
nation’s economy.

Is a big change underway in global capitalism? An interview with prominent short-seller, Jim Chanos (Part 1)
presidents in terms of basic policing 
of markets and corporate fraud?

 Jim Chanos: Bush was the MBA 
president who was going to be pro-
business, cut taxes, and deregulate. 
Meanwhile, he had two recessions 
on his watch, less employment 
than when he started, and two 
bear markets in the stock market 
— probably the worst president for 
business since Herbert Hoover. The 
business guy!

 Yet, he did tighten up the Justice 
Department and go after corporate 
crime. The Ashcroft Justice Depart-
ment, as bad as it was in lots of other 
things, went after corporate fraud 
and accounting fraud, criminally. 
In 2002, we got Sarbanes-Oxley to 
curb fraud.

 I don’t know that all this was 
Bush’s predilection — remember, 
his biggest supporter was Enron. 
But because of Enron and the 
other dot-com era scandals, he got 
backed into a corner to go hard on 
them. I have joked that the only 
person who put more corporate 
executives in jail than George W. 
Bush was his father during the 
Savings and Loan Crisis.

On these issues, I had rather 
have Bush any day of the week 
than Obama. Both Eric Holder 
and Lanny Breuer of Obama’s 
Justice Department said in TV in-
terviews and testimony that they 
factored in non-judicial aspects as 
to whether to mount prosecutions. 
I think that this had political costs 
to the Democrats. The crony capi-

talism still bothers people — the 
idea that Wall Street got off scot-
free and they are still struggling. 
That lack of justice applied equally 
under the law was corrosive, not 
necessarily for Obama personally, 
but certainly for the party follow-
ing him.

 Interviewer: How do you see 
a Trump presidency in this light?

 JC: You and I have talked about 
how it has become a cost calculus 
for lots of corporations and finan-
cial institutions to cheat. “If I get 
caught,” they say, “I’m just going to 
pay a fine.” How does this change 
with new faces in Washington?  
You still have this very pro-corpo-
rate group on Capitol Hill whose 
main bailiwick, in my opinion, is 
to protect the corporate class and 
the very wealthy. You’ve got what 
ostensibly is a proto-populist in the 
White House with a cabinet that 
is a mélange of different types, so 
who knows?

 In my overall view, stuff hap-
pens to change people. If we go 
back to Bill Clinton, his “Putting 
People First” manifesto in ’92 
was quite left-of-center, but he 
didn’t govern that way. If you look 
at things like NAFTA, Welfare 
reform, and cutting capital gains 
taxes  — well, in many ways, 
Ronald Reagan would have been 
proud of him.

 Events conspire to derail our 
perceptions of presidents. When 
we look at their platforms, we 
think we know where things 

are headed. But in modern times, 
the only two presidents that I 
can think of who really got their 
ideas and platforms enacted 
wholesale were FDR and Rea-
gan. Everybody else has gotten 
compromised, or has had events 
overwhelm them.

 Interviewer: What do you 
make of the expectations of the 
economy under Trump?

 JC: I worry about the height-
ened expectations from the people 
who voted for him thinking that 
he’s their savior. That’s what scares 
me — unmet expectations. For the 
swing voter in the Midwest who 
voted for this guy because he 
thinks coal-mines are coming back 
or the plants are going to reopen — 
it’s not going to happen.

 Interviewer: What about 
the rise in bank stocks since the 
election? Are banks anticipating 
deregulation?

 JC: Almost all stocks are going 
up, mostly because of the belief of 
lower taxation. But after Obama’s 
election, most stocks went down 
and kept going down until the 
following March — and then they 
tripled! So I wouldn’t read a lot into 
the first month or two.

 It could be that banks are antici-
pating deregulation, but so what? 
Deregulated to what end? They’re 
still going to have the capital re-
quirements, which are interna-
tional. Putting capital standards on 
them is the biggest way in which 
they were regulated.

 In the bigger picture, if you 
think this is an uncertain presi-
dency and we’re not quite sure 
where he’s going and how events 
will conspire, it’s not that impor-
tant to get too worked up because 
things will happen and you’ll have 
to react. If, however, this is a once-
in-a-fifty-year change in global 
thoughts about capitalism, then 
you have to pay attention.

 Interviewer: If this is a once-in-
fifty-year change, what’s at stake?

 JC: Part of my view is that in the 
1930s, we rejected the individual-
ity of the ’20s and before. After 
the crash and the Depression, we 
finally put the corporate class and 
bankers to the sidelines. Whether 
it was Keynesianism or the New 
Deal in the West, or state fascism 
or the advent of Stalinism, you saw 
more government control over 
the economy. This was good for 
workers and large governments. 
It was more nationalistic and led, 
obviously, to the next conflict. But 
the rise of government planning 
and government involvement was 
good for nominal GDPs. It was not 
good for the asset-holding classes — 
stocks and bonds did terribly over 
that period, right? You wanted 
to be a worker, you wanted to be 
labor, not capital.

 We would be continuing this 
discourse in the next article. For 
further details call on me for in-
depth discussions, business advi-
sory services and training - send 
a message via WhatsApp or SMS.

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

IdeAs 

M
ilwaukee-born short-
seller Jim Chanos, 
founder and managing 
partner of New York-

based Kynikos Associates, teaches 
University of Wisconsin and Yale 
business students about corporate 
fraud. During his life and career, 
he has witnessed seismic shifts in 
economic thinking and the rela-
tionship between labor and capital. 
Chanos shares his thoughts on the 
world emerging from the election of 
Donald Trump and the tumultuous 
political events of 2016.

Interviewer: Leading up to the 
election of Trump, we had eight 
years of Obama, and before that, 
eight years of Bush. Before we get 
to the president-elect, how do you 
assess the records of those past 
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Nigeria: Turning potentials into realities

F
or several years, Ni-
geria has marketed 
itself as a country 
of potentials. These 
potentials have lived 

with Nigerians for a long time 
but the citizens are yet to con-
nect with it. While other coun-
tries with less potential such as 
Malaysia, United Arab Emirates 
and Singapore and many more 
countries have turned their little 
potentials into great advantages, 
Nigeria has always enjoyed just 
being a potential economy.

It is true that Nigeria has all 
the abundant human and mate-
rial resources including crude oil, 
solid minerals and arable land 
for agriculture that would make 
the country grow at a faster rate, 
but instead, the growth has been   
sluggish. Amazing!. Many people 
are asking why are the ends not 
joining, why are the potentials 
not turning into great advan-
tages quickly for the citizens. 
For instance, with the crude oil 
and large agricultural sector, it 
has not kept up with the rapid 
population growth. Nigeria was 
once net exporter of food but 
now it imports some of its food 
products.

The Minister of State for Agri-
culture and Rural Development, 
Heineken Lokpobiri, had in a 
report said that Nigeria spends 
about $22bn a year on food im-
portation. Once booming textile 
industry had become comatose 
forcing Nigerians to import tex-
tile materials with pressure on 
exchange rate. So also are other 
industries including paper and 
pulp and many other manufac-
turing industries and SMEs.

Nigeria is green and  a land 
of honey but many  people are 
not eating the honey and this is 
resulting to frustration which 
manifests in different colours 
among  Nigerians who wait end-
lessly to see the potentials turn 
into realities.

Poverty measured by lack of 
food, clothing, shelter, sanitation 
facilities, pipe-borne water, edu-
cation, good healthcare is high 
(above 50 %) among Nigerians. 
Could this be part of the reason, 
selling Nigeria to Nigerians has 
been difficult.  No wonder the 
former Information commis-
sioner to Rivers State, Ibim Se-
menitari believes that the nation 
cannot build image on nothing.” 
If the people who are critical of 
the nation don’t buy in to the 
brand, there is nothing to sell”, 
she said at the investor relations 
roundtable recently in Lagos.

However, there have been 
various efforts to fix the econ-
omy and brand the nation but 

the results have not matched 
expectations.  Efforts on reduc-
ing reliance on crude oil as major 
source of nation’s revenue and 
economic diversification have 
been on-going but Nigeria’s re-
liance on oil is still at about 80 
per cent. That is why whenever 
there is shock in international 
oil market, Nigeria catches cold.

It is reported that the Federal 
Government has  hired some 
consultants from Malaysia to 
help it set up three focused labs 
in the country. The cost of hir-
ing the Malaysian consultants is 
about N458 million ($1.5 million), 
the report said. According to the 
report, the Minister of Budget 
and Planning, Udoma Udoma, 
had explained that  the setting 
up of the labs is part of the gov-
ernment’s implementation strat-
egy for the Economic Recovery 
and Growth Plan, ERGP.

But, the CEO of Noah’s Ark, 
Lanre Adisa, an advertising 
creative agency based in Lagos 
with affiliation with Dentsu 
Aegis Network who assessed 
the hiring of the Malaysians 
frowned at such development. 
Not that he was against hiring 
of consultants to assist govern-
ment in its plan but he believes 
that  instead, Malaysia supposed 
to be learning from Nigeria in 
its growth strategies. “Malaysia 
was nowhere near Nigeria in the 
60s”, he said. 

There is belief among Ni-
gerians that Malaysia came to 
Nigeria some years back to get 
seedlings for oil palm which 
has placed Malaysia as number 
one oil palm producing country 
while Nigeria is behind in rank-
ing. Though Nigerian officials 
have denied this, but the truth 

of the matter is that Malaysia 
which was below Nigeria in 
about 60s has overtaken Nigeria 
not only in palm oil production 
but other economic indices.

“What about us as a nation 
is how we can’t seem to get it 
together. All the elements of 
being great are with us. We are 
resourceful, determined but 
we are not getting things right.  
There are some orderliness and 
organisation in some other Af-
rican countries. But we waste 
too much time and resources on 
nothing”, Adisa regretted.

Fast-tracking development
In addition to fast diversifica-

tion of the economy from oil, 
improvement on education and 
health to raise necessary human 
capital, there have been calls for 
restructuring of the economy to 
enable the country to create one 
viable federation units for plan-

ning and pursuit of economic 
development, and encourage 
the devotion of more powers to 
the regions to deal with issue of 
‘do or die political competition’.

Speaking recently Emeka 
Anyaoku, the former secretary 
general of the Commonwealth 
while identifying economic 
diversification from oil and vig-
orous industrialization strategies 
as ways to turn the potentials 
in to advantages and grow the 
economy, he said restructuring 
will help to control “the all-
powerful center, which will help 
to deal with the tendencies that 
are responsible for the country’s 
political instability and its socio-
economic ill including the evil of 
massive corruption.”

He charged all governmental 
and non-governmental institu-
tions to become more concerned 
in tackling the factors that are 
demystifying Nigerian image 
abroad especially the factors 
that pushed Nigeria into the lists 
of the most corrupt countries, 
and “most worrisome, the list 
of states with the potentials of 
becoming failed states.”

Anyaoku is not alone in the 
belief that restructuring will go 
far in turning the potentials into 
realities. Former Vice-President, 
Atiku Abubakar, and other 
stakeholders have also insisted 
that restructuring Nigeria is 
required to enhance national 
integration and stability.

While supporting restructur-
ing, former president  of Institute 
of Directors, Chike Nwanze put   
total expenditures of various 
arms of government in the last 
17 years  at N55.4 trillion  but 
regretted that this huge figure 
is without much achievement 

saying  that  any efforts towards 
economic development cannot 
be achieved without restructur-
ing of the country.

Speaking on ‘Leadership ques-
tion and challenges ahead’  at 
Nigerian Institute of Manage-
ment, NIM,   Nwanze said it is 
difficult to believe that  such 
colossal amount of money has 
been spent in the last 17 years 
with continued poor state of 
infrastructure,  services and 
quality of life in Nigeria as about 
100 million Nigerians still live 
without electricity.

Nwanze whose paper looked 
at the current clarion call for the 
restructuring of Nigeria said it 
has become critical to address 
the challenges of political gov-
ernance and the structure of the 
federation.

Equipping Local govern-
ments for bigger impact

According to Nwanze, the 
current effort of government 
towards diversification of the 
economy is commended, but 
successful diversification which 
is needed in order to achieve 
meaningful economic develop-
ment, cannot be achieved with-
out restructuring the country. 
“This is the challenge of leader-
ship”.

Under restructuring, Nige-
ria needs not only to empower 
local governments to be totally 
autonomous from states’ hold 
on them but they should have 
more funds to execute needed 
projects.

Administration through the 
grassroots, especially local gov-
ernments would be more effec-
tive instead of the top- down 
approach that Nigeria has wit-
nessed for years and which is 
yet to yield the expected result. 
It is expected that local govern-
ments, working with commu-
nities, will assess needs, apply 
funds, execute projects and pro-
tect them with proper attention.

The local governments and 
communities would likely see 
projects in those areas as their 
own and would do utmost best 
to protect the projects unlike the 
current vandalism of national 
projects across Nigeria. Again 
funds for projects are likely to be 
monitored by communities to re-
duce waste and embezzlement.

While diversification of the 
economy to agriculture, solid 
minerals, stimulating SMEs and 
manufacturing is significant, ap-
proaching development, security 
through Nigeria’s 774 local gov-
ernments by empowering them 
on project executions would be a 
unique method to addressing na-
tion’s development which would 
in turn create sense of belonging 
among Nigerians.

What about us as a 
nation is how we 
can’t seem to get 
it together. All the 
elements of being 
great are with us. 

We are resourceful, 
determined but we 

are not getting things 
right
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‘Tithing is biblical; it’s needed to build God’s kingdom’

The issue of tithing or no tith-
ing as a biblical injunction has 
recently come to the front burn-
er in public discourse among 
Nigerians. What is your take on 
tithing?

I 
do not know what gave the 
young man [Daddy Freeze] 
the notion to want to chal-
lenge tithe. If you believe 
in the blessings of the Old 

Testament, you must also believe 
in the instructions of the Old 
Testament. We cannot take just 
the blessings and throw away 
the instructions. People of this 
generation do not want to refer to 
the Old Testament. Jesus said He 
has not come to abolish the law. 
This means there is a laid-down 
law of what you need to do as a 
Christian, though we walk in the 
era of grace. There are things a 
child of God needs to adhere to 
in order to access some blessings. 
So tithing is biblical. I think the 
man who challenged tithing is 
seeking attention of Daddy G.O. 
and he has not given him that 
attention.

I do not want to believe that 
he woke up one day seeking 
to change the doctrine of the 
church. Some call it a revolution, 
I do not see it as that; I think 
he has opened more doors for 
people to understand the impor-
tance of tithe. I am not seeing it 
from the negative aspect but the 
positive aspect. I am praying for 
him. He has read the scriptures 
and quotes the scriptures, but 
he has not yet understood the 
revelation of what he is talking 
about. Until he has acquired 
knowledge from reading the 
scriptures, what he is saying 
will not hold any water as far as 
I am concerned. He has made the 
Christian belief on tithing stron-
ger because people are getting to 
study and know the importance 
of tithe – why they should tithe 
or not tithe.

For me, it is time for a wakeup 
call that tithing is important 
because for us to build the king-
dom, there must be meat in 

God’s house. Even unbelievers 
have their way of tithing. The 
meat must come into the house 
of God, whether we are using it 
to feed the poor, building reha-
bilitation centres, or helping the 
congregation because the poor 
will not finish in the land. Let us 
give him time. As things unfold, 
you might just see him preaching 
or opening a church because he 
is going to be tested by what he 
has preached to the world, which 
brought about quarrel.

 Corruption and embezzle-
ment of funds are alleged to be 
getting common among clerics 
these days, with some even said 
to be in the custody of Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC). What is responsible 
for this?

W h e t h e r  i n  c h u rc h  o r 
mosque, people are people. I was 
complaining to my mother in 
the Lord the other day and she 
said she wanted me to build a 
pyramid to ensure that what I do 
not want to happen at the bottom 
must not happen at the top. That 
has been my watchword. Talking 
about spirituality and money, 
the pressure of life and family 
has made a lot of people to lose 
their integrity. It is very difficult 
to be a Nigerian, I am sorry to 
say this, because Nigeria does 
not take care of you; you take 
care of yourself and extended 
family. The pressure from your 
extended to immediate family is 
very suffocating. Each time I see 
a Nigerian in the world, I applaud 
them because of the strength and 
ability they have. We are one na-
tion that can shoulder anything 
and move on as if nothing is 
happening.  

 Many preachers are no lon-
ger after salvation of souls but 
are rather living in so much 
luxury, turning the church into 
a money-spinner. Why is this so?

Some years ago, a guy told me 
he wanted to travel to Germany 
and I asked him how much it 
would cost and he answered. So 
I helped him realize that. Then 

about a year ago, he e-mailed 
me that he wanted to send me a 
car and I asked where he got the 
money from within six months. 
He answered that he worked and 
saved the money for the car. I told 
him, ‘You know what? Send the 
money to me.’ He did. Should I 
throw the money away so that 
you won’t judge me? Whatever I 
spend it on is my concern. What 
is important is this: is God okay 
with what you are doing? If yes, 
then go ahead. The critics help 
you to be careful not even to 
move forward. You have to know 
that people are watching and you 
must manage your excesses. So 
when they criticize like that, I 
weigh the options, I welcome the 
criticisms and advise myself. Not 
all the voices of critics are wrong; 
they are warning you against 
what Satan has planned for your 
future. Satan speaks through his 
people as God speaks through 
his people. I think the church is 
doing its best at the moment. The 
church is trying but we do not 
celebrate what it is doing. I think 

we should do more within the 
confines of the church. We need 
to do more outside the church. 
Church leaders must step out 
of the church and do more. Our 
love should transcend beyond 
the walls of the church. 

 Evangelist Reinhard Bonnke 
recently held a farewell crusade 
in Lagos. What do you think of 
his visits to Nigeria?

What he came to do was like 
a wakeup call; ministry is not for 
one man but one man can make 
a change. I am sure when you 
went to school someone influ-
enced you. You saw someone 
who was successful and you 
wanted to be like that person. 
God will always use one person 
to influence others. He came 
to influence the believers and 
unbelievers that Jesus is coming 
soon; to remember that the word 
of God is still working, sickness is 
not for us and poverty is not for 
us. We live in the world but what 
happens to the world should not 
happen to the children of God. 
Governments of all nations are 

upon the shoulder of Christ. If 
God is in charge of our lives with 
Jesus Christ as our advocate, there 
is need for us to live above the 
physical happenings of Nigeria.

 How has the convention in 
your church impacted the lives 
of participants?

In every convention, we take 
care of people. I personally su-
pervise this. For 22 years that 
we have been in the ministry, 
we have always taken care of 
the poor. That is why we go to 
the streets and do rallies. During 
these rallies, we win souls and 
we mentor, train them if need be. 
Our present location, Acme road, 
used to be a den of ritualists and 
robbers; we saw body parts on 
daily basis when we came here 
in 1997. And I said to God, ‘How 
can we stop robbers and ritualists 
from this route?’ So God gave me a 
vision and I started taking people 
from the streets and I can tell you 
that we have over 1,000 people 
that have passed through this 
ministry; those who went to Bible 
school dropped the gun, those 
who are now married and doing 
very well. We have rehabilitated 
more numbers than I can count. 
One day, I was driving around 
‘Universal’ by 1pm and the Lord 
asked me to park my car. I spoke 
to some guys, about 64 of them. 
They followed me and I took 
them to Boulus Company down 
the road and I bought them motor 
bikes. I bailed the ones already in 
jail; I took some to the rehabilita-
tion centre in Ikoyi. The ones who 
did not have money to get mar-
ried, I assisted them and many of 
them are doing very well abroad.

We have done quite a lot. Even 
some Sundays ago, we gave out 
bags of rice. Over 144 people are 
on our scholarship list from pri-
mary to university level. We do 
not need to know their parents. 
There are elderly people from 
the age of 60 that we placed on 
salary. These are the few things 
and we are trusting God for more 
in ensuring that people get off the 
streets.

Apostle Joseph Agboli, General Overseer, The Victorious Army Ministries International, and his wife, Pastor Blessing Agboli, recently 
hosted a media parley for the church’s 2017 Bethel Convention. They spoke on some key issues in Christendom in relation to tithing 
and what churches should be doing to impact the society. SEYI HJOHN SALAU was there.

Joseph Agboli
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Participants at TBA special programme count blessing

A
lthough there were no ra-
dio announcements, no 
handbills nor fliers to ad-
vertise the programme, 

only two posters bearing the pho-
tograph of the General Overseer 
of the True Believers Assembly 
(TBA), Nnorie in Ngor Okpala LGA, 
Imo State, yet crowd of participants 
was huge.

One of the posters hung at a 

cashew tree at the church premises 
and the other hung at the Ekeu-
kwu Nnorie market square, but 
the church auditorium was filled 
beyond its capacity.

The occasion was a Tuesday Spe-
cial programme organised by True 
Believers Assembly at its Nnorie 
headquarters in conjunction with 
Holy Ghost Intervention Prayer 
Ministry.

People from far and near places- 
Port Harcourt, Aba, Owerri, Mbaise, 
Ngor-Okpala, etc came to have the 
divine touch of God.

Some, who came earlier be-
fore the General Overseer, Eric 
Onunji,  entered the Church 
auditorium, had whispered to 
our correspondent, “We have a 
miracle working God, we want 
to see miracles and have our 
problems solved”.

Christian Nwaneri, one of the 
pastors in the church, told our cor-
respondent “They are here not for 
the word of God but to have their 
sicknesses healed; open doors and 
for God to liberate them from their 
problems, this is what they want”.

When he began to minister, 
the cleric, Evangelist Onunji, said: 
“Jesus did not focus on performing 
miracles and healing but he knew 
that through preaching the word 
of God, he would meet people who 
were sick and needed healing”.

“We are leaving the mission 
of Jesus Christ on earth, we are 
leaving evangelism, it is through 
evangelism that Jesus will heal and 
give us life. Today, the church is only 
after crusade programmes, miracles 
and signs. We should go out from 
house to house for evangelism, and 

without going to preach to people 
we cannot see the challenges people 
are forcing,” he said.

The programme saw the mani-
festation of God’s power.

A young man, Chijioke Promise, 
who came from Amafor Immer-
ienwe in Ngor-Okpala LGA, was 
said to have been mad for many 
years. He received healing after the 
cleric’s prayer ministration. By the 
same token, Uche from Umuoma 
Umuhu in Aboh Mbaise LGA had 
a mental problem for five years. He 
was delivered of the affliction.

SABY ELEMBA, Owerri



A day with The Orijinal 100

Artyrama’s debut interactive gallery features Doherty, O’Nali, Nwadiogbu, others

I
n October this year, a 
campaign went viral 
on social media. It was 
tagged ‘The Orijinals’, and 
was a search for 100 Ni-

gerians who are in touch with 
their roots, born in the street, 
spirited and live orijinal. Yes, 
Orijinal because it was initi-
ated and sponsored by Orijin, 
a brand from the stable of 
Guinness Nigeria Plc.

According to the foremost 
brewery, The Orijinal 100 
was created to collaborate and 
celebrate the richness of tradi-
tion and an originality that 
is evolving through time. As 
well, it is line with its believe 
that “in our roots and our tra-
ditions lie our power to write 
our story for the future”.

After selecting 100 Nigeri-
ans from the thousands that 
showed interest in the cam-
paign that ran on social media, 
Guinness decided to gather, 
mentor and induct them for 
the job ahead.   

At the influencers’ induc-
tion, Adenike Adebola, mar-
keting director, Guinness Ni-
geria Plc, said “We are excited 
to announce our Orijinal 100 
and cannot wait to unlock 
the imagination that lives 
in these unique individuals. 
The Orijinals are men are 
women from all works of life 
– we have designers, artists, 
farmers, celebrities, nurses to 
name a few. They are proud of 
where there are from and are 
charting a new path for their 
futures – orijinal(ly)”.

Having confirmed the pas-

Africa’s premier online 
gallery, Artyrama, has 
named Jess Castel-

lote, renowned art critic and 
co-author of the recently-
released book, Collecting Art: 
A Handbook, as curator at its 
maiden experiential digital 
art gallery holding December 
9 and 10 in Lagos.

The two-day event, sched-
uled to hold in highbrow 
Ikoyi, Lagos, will see the 
launch of a collection of con-
temporary African art by 10 
emerging artists and is open 
to all art enthusiasts, from 
collectors to novices.

The highly anticipated ex-
hibition will feature original 
works created by a new wave 
of pioneering urban artists 
from across the country that 

the orijinality and creative 
thinking of Nigerians”, she 
concluded.

Now inducted as Orijin in-
fluencers, the 100 individuals 
who are truly in touch with 
their roots are now brand 
ambassadors and also collabo-
rators with Guinness Nigeria 
Plc in spreading the Orijin 
brand beyond their places of 
residence. Guinness assured 
that The Orijinal 100 would 
be engaging friends and people 
in their neighborhoods soon 
with many exciting activities. 
Watch out for them!

sion of theses 100 individuals, 
Orijin, the authority in herbs, 
recently opened the doors of 
her factory to the 100 Orijinals 
in Lagos. It marked the brand’s 
commitment to connect with 
consumers like never before 
in ways that is meaningful 
to them by championing the 
brand mantra ‘Live Orijinal’.

The factory visit unfolded 
as a carefully curated tour 
designed to further immerse 
the Orijinals in the rich heri-
tage of ‘Orijin’. The full day-
guided tour was led by Au-
rora Monyei, senior brand 

Arts

manager, alongside master 
herb specialists and blenders. 
The ‘Orijinals’ learned about 
the history of the people who 
shaped the brand; the produc-
tion process and the impor-
tance of herbs and its role in 
our tradition.

The day’s experience start-
ed with the Orijinals been 
picked up from their hotels 
and airport. They were trans-
ported to the factory before 
they embarked on the tai-
lored tour, which included a 
walkthrough of the factory 
operations; a brand-tasting 

OBINNA EMELIKE

CHUKS OLUIGBO

and a luncheon.
Explaining the history 

of the unique Orijin brand, 
which comes in alcohol and 
non-alcoholic variants to her 
guests, Monyei said, the drink, 
which is expertly blended 
from root to bottle, was born 
on the streets inspired by the 
African tradition of herbal 
drinks but using the very lat-
est techniques. “Orijin revo-
lutionized herbal alcohol by 
using our creative thinking 
to take the best from the past 
and make it relevant for today. 
This is all about celebrating 

can consult with them, talk 
through the artwork and 
share industry insight on in-
vesting in art, the statement 
said.

Speaking about the event, 
Castellote said, “The gallery is 
not a gallery in the traditional 
sense as it exists online, this 
pop-up will be the first of 
many Artyrama exhibitions 
where each exhibition and 
location is curated around a 
theme.

“Every piece of artwork on 
display has a strong concept 
and technique, which creates 
beautiful visual pieces to be 
enjoyed by everyone. We 
have purposely selected a 
range of pieces for all budgets 
to encourage the existing and 
new enthusiasts to be at the 
forefront of the new move-
ment of contemporary art.”

include Dipo Doherty, Ayobo-
la Kekere-Ekun, Tunde Alara, 
Ifedoyin Shotunde, Promise 
O’Nali, Ken Nwadiogbu, John 
Madu, Abba Makama, and 
Stacey Ravvero.

Artyrama will also host 
its first offline digital gallery 
allowing guests to physically 
experience its colossal digital 
catalogue.

“With exclusive original 
paintings and limited edition 
prints, the emerging artist 
theme has been explored in 
its broadest sense; the art-
ists’ inspirations range from 
current day realities of liv-
ing in Nigeria, nature, a re-
imagined future and dreams,” 
Artyrama said in a statement 
publicizing the event.

The Artyrama team will 
also have an art advisory 
clinic where interested guests 
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…names Castellote as curator
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IFEOMA OKEKE

H
umblesmith, N-
Tyze Entertain-
ment star artiste, 
has releas e d a 
new banger titled 

“Abakaliki 2 Lasgidi” featuring 
Olamide, the “King of the Street’. 
Known for his exceptional de-
livery of music, Humblesmith 
is gradually consolidating his 
street credibility.

Produced by MixtaDimz, 
“Abakaliki 2 Lasgidi” details the 
singer’s journey from Ebonyi’s 
capital city, Abakaliki, into the 
home of entertainment, Lagos, 
where he is on his way to write 
his name in the history book. 
The release of the song is a 
great indication that the N-Tyze 
Entertainment signee is not 
slowing down anytime soon 
and willing to explore.

According to the singer, 
“Abakliki 2 Lasgidi is all about 
my journey to fame. I am not 
just telling my story, I am also 
giving my fans and music lovers 
generally a sound to enjoy and 
dance to. This is a gyration song; 
it is relatable, entertaining and 
energetic.”

Humblesmith unveils his journey 
with new music, Abakaliki 2 Lasgidi

When asked if this is the 
end of the year gift from the 
singer for 2017 he said; “We 
never can actually tell. I love 
my fans; they have been very 
supportive of me so far and 
that is why I am giving back 
to them with this music. There 
is an Instagram contest where 
people get to make a 59-second 
video dancing to the song and 
posting it on their pages. At the 
end of the competition I’ll be 
picking five winners who will 
get $1000 each.”

Speaking more on the con-
test, the winners will be chosen 
based on the videos with the 
highest real engagement. Pow-
ered by N-tyze Entertainment, 
the contest will end on Decem-
ber 11, 2017 and winners will be 
announced the following day.

Humblesmith has blessed us 
with hit music such as Osinachi, 
Osinachi remix featuring Davi-
do, Jukwese where he featured 
Flavor Nabania, Na U featuring 
Harrysong and Focus. With 
over 11 nominations to his name, 
Humblesmith remains a talent 
earning respect across board.

Rémy Martin set to bring Las Vegas 
experience to Lagos & Port Harcourt

This D e c emb er,  Rémy 
Martin is bringing the 
very best of entertain-

ments finest, the crème de la 
crème of society in conjunction 
with the best clubs and lounges 
in Lagos and Port-Harcourt for 
the 7th and 8th Edition of “At 
The Club With Rémy Martin’ 
All-Star Extravaganza.

Set to hold on Thursday 7th 
December at Federal Palace 
Hotel in Lagos and Saturday 
9th December at The Hub 
event center in Port-Harcourt, 
the event promises to be a one 
of a kind experience.

Best described as “Las Ve-
gas meets Naija”, At The Club 
With Rémy Martin All-Star 
is much more than the usual 
club experience but raises 
the bar for nightlife by fusing 
live entertainment and dance 
into one mega club experi-
ence; with 1500 people, multi-
level seating, high tech video 

screens, dozens professional 
dancers, brilliant costumers, 
acrobats, professionally or-
chestrated lighting, confetti, 
local & international celebrity 
impersonators, and immacu-
late choreography and special 
performances by A-list artists 
and DJs.

This one of a kind Rémy 
Martin signature mega dance 
and show club concept is com-
plete with glittery, city-like 
vibes that promises a multi-
sensorial experience, where 
over a thousand guests will 
be treated to visual spectacles 
of performers doing death-
defying stunts while dancing 
to non-stop music all night.

The event’s impressive ros-
ter of DJs, Dance Performers 
& A-List Music Artiste perfor-
mances include; international 
& local DJs, Tiwa Savage, Da-
vido, Kiss Daniel, DJ Maph-
orisa , Phyno, hiphop danc-
ers, Brazillian dancers, Vegas 
acrobat performers, celebrity 
impersonators, immaculate 

choreography and many more.
Guests can pick up free 

invites to the event from any 
of the following partner out-
lets in Lagos – Bite Billion-
aire Lounge, Club Rumors, 
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Grasshoppers Place & Escape 
nightclub while guests in Port-
Harcourt can get theirs from- 
Blinkx nightclub, Port-Har-
court and Las Vegas lounge, 
Owerri.

It promises to be extraordi-
nary and magical night, with 
breath-taking performances 
and an opportunity for many 
to enjoy world class Las Vegas 
style production in Nigeria.
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T
he start of the 2017 
Formula 1 Etihad 
A i r w a y s  A b u 
Dhabi Grand Prix 
weekend has been 

marked with the official un-
veiling by Etihad Airways 
of the new F1 Grid Girls uni-
form created by celebrated 
New York-based Nepalese 
designer, Prabal Gurung.

At an intimate launch held 
in the prestigious Paddock 
Club at Yas Marina Circuit, 
the designer said: “We are so 
excited to design this uniform 
with Etihad. Etihad’s foray 
into fashion is truly an inno-
vative break from tradition. 
Similarly, we wanted to chal-
lenge the conceived notion 
of how Grid Girls are typi-
cally dressed. Together, we 
are proud to create a jumpsuit 
with a strong shoulder and 
our signature architectural 
approach—something a bit 
unexpected, yet still feminine 
and empowering.” 

The new uniform, which 
will be worn by Etihad Air-
ways’ cabin crew during the 
three-day event, will also be 
seen on TV by hundreds of 
millions of motorsport fans 
worldwide.

IMG Model Chanel Iman 
was chosen to unveil the 
black jumpsuit through a 
video model diary and photo 
shoot, shot on location at Yas 
Marina Circuit in Abu Dhabi 
and in front of an Etihad 

Etihad Airways reveals new Abu Dhabi Grand 
Prix Grid Girl Uniform by Prabal Gurung

IMG Model Chanel Iman poses in front of a branded 2017 Formula 1 Etihad 
Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix aircraft

Bovi and others at the Nominee party.

Matheba

Having recently re-
turned from London 
from her global book 

tour, multi-award winning 
radio host, TV presenter, 
author, style icon and so-
cial media darling, Bonang 
Matheba, has signed to glob-
al media and talent group 
Celebrity Services Africa.

The partnership with 
Bonang will see C.S.A. sup-
port and build brand Bonang 
across all mediums including 
entertainment, fashion, en-
trepreneurship and philan-
thropy, with a specific focus 
on the global market.

With headquarters in 
Cape Town and Beverly Hills 
and affiliated offices in Lagos 
and Paris, C.S.A. has estab-
lished itself as one of Africa’s 
leading talent representation 
and influencer marketing 
agencies.

“I am thrilled to be join-
ing C.S.A., who have proven 
themselves as a force to be 
reckoned with within the 
African market as well as 
globally. With C.S.A. on my 
side, I will focus on projects 
beyond South African bor-
ders. Moreover, I’m really 
looking forward to building 
my philanthropic under-
takings, which both brand 
Bonang and C.S.A. hold very 
dear,” says Bonang.

Considered one of Afri-
ca’s most influential female 
media personalities, Bonang 
has a daily active audience 
of over five million fans 
and a list of accolades that 
include Forbes’ list of Top 
13 African Celebrities to 
Watch, a nomination for a 
MTV African Music Award 
for African Personality of 
the Year, recipient of the 
SA Style Icon of the Year 
and Channel 24 Digital In-
fluencer of the Year Award. 
Bonang is also considered 

Peter Okoye, Bovi, Ini Dima Okojie, others step out for The 
Future Awards Africa 2017 nominees’ reception

Bonang Matheba joins 
Celebrity Services Africa

The Ford Foundation 
hosted nominees of The 
Future Awards Africa 

to a reception on Thursday, 30 
November, 2017.

Anchored by Gbenga 
Aborowa, the nominees’ re-
ception is one of the activities 
leading up to the 2017 edition 
of the Awards set for Saturday, 
December 9, 2017 at the Federal 
Palace Hotel, Lagos.

Guests at the event include, 
Peter Okoye, Ubi Franklin, 
Bovi, Akah Nnani, Olive Emor-
di, Mary Njoku, Ini Dima Oko-
jie, Emem Ema and others.

Sharing his experience with 
the nominees, Peter Okoye nar-
rated his days of little beginning 
in the music industry with 
Paul, his twin brother, urging 
the nominees to celebrate even 
if they eventually did not win 
at the grand finale of the award.

“For making the nominee 
list, you are already a winner. 
In my over a decade experi-
ence, I have seen runners up 
doing better than winners of 
the competition and even those 
who did not participate coming 
from behind to rule the scene 
because of their determination 
to succeed”, Peter admonished 
the nominees.                 

Now in its 12th edition, The 
Future Awards Africa, spot-
lights individuals who are lead-
ing the charge and impacting 
their communities positively.

The event is powered by 
The Future Project and re-
freshed by 7Up with support 
from Ford Foundation.

The Future Awards Af-
rica has been called the ‘Nobel 
Prize for Young Africans’, and 
the ‘most important youth 
awards’ by Forbes. It is a set of 
prizes given annually to cel-
ebrate and accelerate innova-
tion, creativity and enterprise 
amongst young Africans aged 
18 – 31. It has produced over 
150 winners and over 1550 
nominees since its first edition 
in 2006.

It is presented in conjunc-
tion with The Future Project, 
which has a mandate to build 

empowered citizens across 
Africa, through (inclusive) en-
terprise and (active) citizenship. 
This focus on Human Capital 
Development is informed by 
our value proposition: Africa’s 
growth needs a generation of 
young people who are gain-
fully employed and able to 
demand and secure better 
leadership.

Our projects include Aiki.
ng, an employability portal 
presented with Microsoft; the 
Nigeria Symposium for Young 
& Emerging Leaders, #Start-
upsAfrica, Intern4Jobs, YMoni-
tor.org presented with National 
Endowment for Democracy 
(NED), The Future Enterprise 

Airways F1-branded Airbus 
A380. The images exemplify 
strength, control and sophis-
tication – all pillars that align 
with Prabal Gurung and Eti-
had Airways’ vision for a new 
uniform. Gold zipper piping 
and spike zipper pulls speak 
to Prabal’s signature ‘femi-
ninity with a bite’ approach 
to design.

Prabal Gurung, whose 
eponymous label was estab-
lished in 2009, grew up in the 
Nepal’s capital, Kathmandu, 
and moved to New York to 
complete his studies at the 
prestigious Parsons The New 
School for Design.

The collaboration with 
Prabal Gurung is the latest 
initiative by Abu Dhabi-based 
Etihad Airways to become 
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the fashion industry’s pre-
ferred airline. The designer 
was chosen to work with the 
airline due to his strong asso-
ciation with entertainment, 
including film, television and 
theatre, and has become a 
leading voice for fashion and 
feminism, deeming Prabal the 
perfect fit for the project.

Last year, Etihad Airways 
struck a global agreement 
with WME | IMG as a long-
term partner of the fashion 
industry connecting the air-
line with the fashion capitals 
of the world. The agreement 
is the first multinational, 
multi-year airline sponsor-
ship supporting the fashion 
industry.

Patrick Pierce, Etihad Air-
ways vice president market-

ing partnerships, said: “This 
new collaboration for the F1 
Grid Girl uniform is part of 
our ongoing commitment to 
the fashion world in which 
Etihad Airways is now intrin-
sically part of. Working with 
Prabal has been great – he is 
not only a perfect fit for the 
airline but for creating the 
new uniform for one of the 
largest events in this region. 
We are lucky to have him 
here today.”

The influence of fashion 
spans a huge audience, from 
mass fashion consumers to 
the global fashion elite of 
designers, models, photog-
raphers and editors – all of 
whom Etihad Airways aims 
to convert into loyal custom-
ers. Runway to Runway is an 
exclusive travel programme 
tailored specifically to the 
international fashion com-
munity, including editors, 
designers, models, photog-
raphers, stylists, students of 
fashion, bloggers and fashion 
industry executives, plus the 
global community of fashion 
devotees. Visitors to F1 will 
be encouraged to sign up and 
enjoy benefits such as airport 
lounge access and priority 
boarding and check-in.

This will be the airline’s 
second year sponsoring 17 
international fashion weeks, 
further elevating its position 
alongside some of the world’s 
most stylish brands.

one of Africa’s Top 10 Most 
Powerful Celebrities of 
2017.

A s  a  f a s h i o n  i c o n , 
Bonang has also graced 
the covers of top publi-
cations including ELLE, 
Marie Claire, Glamour, 
Cosmopolitan, Women’s 
Health and Voila!, to name 
a few, and to no surprise, 
her autobiography From A 
to B, went straight to No.1 
in South Africa in its first 
week of release.

When not red carpet 
royalty, Bonang heads up 
The Bonang Matheba Bur-
sary Fund, and acts as am-
bassador for well-known 
lead singer of U2, Bono’s 
ONE organisation, where 
she leads the #GirlsCount 
campaign. She also joined 
African delegates and po-
litical leaders to speak on 
Poverty and Education at 
the 2017 World Economic 
Forum held in Durban.

“We are delighted and 
honoured to have Bonang 
join the C.S.A. family and 
can’t wait to announce 
the amazing projects lined 
up for 2018. Not only is 
she one of Africa’s most 
celebrated personalities, 
but one of the most profes-
sional and hard-working. 
We are excited about being 
part of the next chapter of 
her amazing career,” says 
Davin Phillips, executive 
director C.S.A. Talent.

“As influencers con-
tinue to pave the way for 
brand marketing, endorse-
ments and ambassador-
ships have become the 
most powerful way for 
brands to be heard above 
the noise. We aim to take 
this a whole lot further 
with our talent clients, 
of which Bonang is a key 
partner,” adds Phillips.

Support Scheme and The Fu-
ture Awards Africa, described 
as ‘The Nobel Prize for Young 
Africans’.

Founded by the Chude Jide-
onwo and Adebola Williams, 
TFP is supervised by a Global 
Board of Advisors drawn from 
Africa, Europe, North America 
and the Middle East, including 
the Coordinating Minister of 
the Nigerian Economy, Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala; Senior Eco-
nomic Advisor with the Open 
Society Foundations, Obiageli 
Ezekwesili; co-founder of ONE, 
Jamie Drummond and the 
Chief of Cabinet with the Af-
rica Development Bank, Anne 
Kabagambe.



H
is gaudy mo de 
of dressing says 
it all.  Just take 
a  lo ok at  i t  as 
shown on this 

page; it is doubtful if you 
will have a contrary opinion. 
And that was his undoing, 
his nemesis. He was, always, 
colourfully robed is a flowing 
posh wrapper, the lengthy 
surplus of  which required 
the services of  a boy to roll 
round his neck and tag along 
with the ‘Omimi Ejoh’ – the 
Water Spirit. Look at that… 
a god! And he was Federal 
Minister in charge of the na-
tion’s purse.

In his dainty garb,  the 
Omimi Ejoh stepped out in 
style – taking princely steps. 
And of course, he was a beau-
ty to behold. Admirers lined 
up streets to get a glimpse of 
him. Siaka Momoh, as a little 
boy in Ogharefe (in Midwest 
Region then but now Delta 
State), was privileged to be 
one of his admirers when he 
made a political trip to Ajag-
bodudu (in MidWest Region 
too) in the 1960s.

Wealth
So, according to reports, 

he had the misfortune of 
having his name penciled 
down as one of the wreckers 
of the Nigerian economy in 
the First Republic… And he 
had to die for flaunting his 
wealth going by the testimo-
nies of those who knew him 
well. They hold Chief Festus 
Sam Okotie-Eboh (1919-1966), 
a prominent and most flam-
boyant Nigerian politician 
of all times and former min-
ister for finance during the 
administration of Sir Abuba-
kar Tafawa Balewa, was in 
money good money,  before 
he became a player on the 
nation’s political turf.

Daughter’s testimony
F o r  D r.  A j o r i t s e d e r e 

Awosika, the sixth child of 
Chief Festus Okotie-Eboh, 
who served as the Perma-
nent Secretary at the Federal 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
the Federal Ministry of Sci-
ence & Technology and the 
Federal Ministry of Power 
respectively, it is the same ar-
gument. Said she: “My father 
was raised by poor parents 
and he worked very hard for 
his country. 

He never stole Nigeria’s 
money; rather, he gave his 
money to the country. Before 
he b e came a minister,  he 
owned shoe, plastic, cement 
and rubber factories and nev-
er made a noise about free 
education. He practised it. He 
was accountable and was a 

man of great discipline.”
Love for business
Okotie-Eboh was said to 

have (contrary to the craze 
by his contemporaries for 
Law, Me dicine, and Engi-
neering then) studied busi-
ness administration in far 
away Czechoslovakia and 
resolved to go into business 
on his own. He starte d a 
successful business, selling 
timber, rubber and owning a 
few schools. His businesses 
included the Okotie Eboh 
Grammar School and Omimi 
Plastic and Shoe Factories. 
He is reported to be as rich if 
not richer than Dantata who 
owned 40% of the groundnut 
pyramids in Kano and was 
wealthier than late Emeka 
O d i m e g w u  O j u k w u ’ s  f a-
ther and the Orizus. He is 
reported to have built two 
primary s cho ols and two 
secondary schools, naming 
one after his friend Zik and 
the other Academicals which 
later became Okotie-Eboh 
Grammar School... All this he 
built before he stepped into 
government.

Cont emporaries ’  com -
ments

C o m m e n t s  b y  O ko t i e -
Eb oh’s  c ontemp oraries  – 
politicians, civil servants, at 
a colloquium held in 2016 to 
mark the 50th anniversary 

SIAKA MOMOH God has brought us together 
to work together.

“But we need to have lead-
ers like Awolowo, Ahmadu 
Bello, Aminu Kano, Okotie-
Eboh to do that. We need 
leaders with the fear of god 
who will not lie. We need 
leaders not rulers who will 
not steal and who are not 
corrupt. Our First Republic 
was decent”.

The presentations restore 
the stature of Okotie-Eboh 
many did not know and who 
many mis c onstrue other 
than he was.

Ahmed Joda, one of the 
federal  ‘Super  Permanent 
Secretaries’  of the 1970s, 
noted that though Herbert 
Macaulay, Azikiwe, Balewa, 
Ahmadu Bello and Awolowo 
were the founding fathers 
of Nigeria, there were many 
others who laboured far into 
the night to strategize for the 
content and substance of the 
desired outcomes of a great 
country. 

And he une quivo cal ly 
said Okotie-Eboh was part of 
that think-tank, stating, ‘the 
story of Nigeria’s struggle 
for political and economic 
indep endenc e cannot  b e 
complete without recogniz-
ing and acknowledging the 
heroic and significant roles 
played by many other stal-
warts. The personality we 
are celebrating here tonight, 
Chief Festus Okotie-Eb oh 
stands out.”

According to Joda, Oko-
tie-Eboh was significant in 
many respects, as the first 
Nigerian Minister of Finance, 
“he ste ere d the c ountry’s 
economy at its birth through 
an era of fast and most rapid 
economic growth, develop-
ment and progress yet to be 
equaled.

“Chief Okotie-Eboh, with-
out doubt a political giant 
among giants of the First Re-
public, was, perhaps, the clos-
est and one of the most in-
fluential in the government 
of Prime Minister Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa”.

Funding parties
Revelations at the event 

showed that rather than the 
political actors benefiting 
from the party or govern-
ment, it was the other way 
round in the First Repub-
l ic .  Party memb ers  were 
required to pay levies for 
the running of the party. 
In the cas e of NCNC, the 
party repeatedly went cap-
in-hand to Okotie-Eboh, an 
accomplished businessman 
exporting goods from Nigeria 
to Europe and Canada, for 
finances to run the party’s 
activities.

of this Nigeria’s charismatic 
politician scored him high. 
Alhaji Maitama Sule, a close 
associate of Balewa and an 
inner caucus of Northern 
Pe ople ’s  Congress  (NPC) , 
which had a political alliance 
with NCNC to form govern-
ment, as keynote speaker, 
said Okotie-Eboh was a great 
personality and a unifying 
factor in the politics of the 
period.

Said he: “Festus was the 
first Minister of Finance, 
the best finance minister in 
Africa in those days. He made 
a thorough job of it. He was a 
man of the people, a friend of 
all the people, all the parties. 
In fact, many didn’t know 
the party he was. He was a 
man full of humour. Festus 
made sure that the two great 
parties – (NPC) and NCNC – 
worked together very well. 
Festus did his job; he would 
speak for two hours while 
presenting his budget.

“Thos e leaders laid the 
foundation for Nigeria. The 
reputation of Nigeria was 
very high in the internation-
al community. We held our 
heads high. Nigeria is a great 
country with potentials; we 
need to realize its potentials. 
Nigeria is destined to lead Af-
rica and the rest of the black 
race. It is not for nothing that 

Chief Festus Okotie-Eboh: ‘Omimi Ejoh’, 
most flamboyant politician of all times
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Okotie-Eboh 
was said to 
have (contrary 
to the craze by 
his contempo-
raries for Law, 
Medicine, and 
Engineering 
then) studied 
business admin-
istration in far 
away Czecho-
slovakia and 
resolved to go 
into business on 
his own



Falz to stage first solo concert with 
anticipated 100m live viewers

Entertainment

Falz

Ludovic du Plessis, Global Executive Director LOUIS XIII Cognac & Pharell Williams.
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IFEOMA OKEKE

LOUIS XIII Cognac recently 
premiered ‘100 Years – 
The Song We’ll Only Hear 

If We Care’ – a unique musical 
composition created by Phar-
rell Williams that will not be 
released until 2117.

LOUIS XIII partnered with 
Pharrell on this innovative 
project due to a shared dedica-
tion for environmental issues. 
The original song is a creative 
expression of the delicate rela-
tionship between nature and 
time, and the effect humans 
have on their environment. 
Each decanter of LOUIS XIII rep-
resents the life achievement of 
generations of cellar masters, so 
LOUIS XIII must always think a 
century ahead.

Pharrell’s exclusive track 
was recorded onto a record 
made of clay from the chalky 
soil of the Cognac region, and 
stored in the cellars of LOUIS 
XIII in a state-of-the-art safe 
specially designed by Fichet-
Bauche that is only destructible 
when submerged in water.

If sea levels continue to rise 
at such an alarming rate due to 

LOUIS XIII thinks a century ahead with ‘100 Years’, a new song by Pharrell Williams

N
igerian enter-
tainer Falz is 
wrapping up 
a  g re at  ye a r 
with a concert 

that will  shake Nigeria 
to its roots. The lawyer-
turned-rapper announced 
re c ently announc e d his 
plan to host a 7-hour live 
epic concert that will reach 
at least 100 million fans 
real time.

The D e c emb er 20 big-
budget concert titled The 
Falz Experience, will have 
7,000 fans inside one ven-
ue, with millions of others 
watching live on cable tele-
vision and via the Internet.

This will be the first time 
the multi-talente d p er-
former - who is the son 
of respected lawyer Femi 
Falana (SAN) - is stepping 
out for his own exclusive 
concert.

“Some people are used to 
seeing my comedy skits 
on s o cial me dia.  Others 
are familiar with my mu-
sic, while those from way 
back know me as a lawyer. 
There are those who are 

Karishika, Wehdone Sir, 
Bad Gang, Soldier amongst 
others have earned him not 
only organic airplay but has 
helped him carve a niche in 
the Nigerian entertainment 
industry.

Also known for his antics 
as Segun on the popular 
series Jenifa’s Diary, Falz 
is the proud recipient of 
several award such as: Best 
in a Comedy Series/ Movie 
for the 2016 Africa Magic 
Viewers’ Choice Awards 
((AMVCA); Viewers’ Choice, 
Best New International Act 
for the 2016 BET Awards; 
Album of the Year for the 
2016 City People Entertain-
ment Awards; Best Afro Hip 
Hop Video at the 9th Nige-
ria Music Video Awards, 
as well as several nomina-
tions.

M o re o ve r,  F a l z  i s  re -
nowned for his adeptness 
at turning songs into eve-
ryday lingo and youthful 
movements. Not only does 
he carry along his fans us-
ing funny video skits, he 
ensures that they remem-
ber the key message. Call it 
marketing or skill, Falz has 
got the ears and heart of 
Nigerians.

familiar with my multiple 
personalities and career,” 
Falz says while speaking on 
the event.

“The idea behind The Falz 
Experience is to bring all of 
this together, for the benefit 
of all my fans. It’s a music 
concert that will incorporate 
different elements of my 
art, with support from the 
many colleagues I have col-
laborated with,” he explains.

Planned as a full multi-
me dia event,  the rapp er 
says fans should expect a 
concert of a lifetime. The 
Falz Experience will hold 
at Eko Convention Centre, 
Victoria Island, Lagos, with 
support from friends of the 
artiste including Simi, YCee 
amongst others.

Falz (real name Folarin Fa-
lana) is a law graduate from 
the University of Reading, 
UK, whose career began 
in secondary school when 
he, along with friends, es-
tablished a musical group 
called ‘The School Boys’.

Years down the line, Falz 
has continuously proved 
himself as not only a tal-
ented artiste but one with 
versatility. Singles such as 
Something Light, Soft Work, 

climate change, 
scientists proj-
ect that in 100 
years, a signifi-
cant portion of 
the world’s land 
might be under-
water.

T h e  o n l y 
way to guaran-
tee this original 
piece of music 
will  b e heard 
again in 2117, 
a century from 
now, is if we ad-
dress the tragic 
c ons e quenc es 
of global warm-
ing – if we do not 
change our way 
of living, future 
generations will 
never be able to 
hear this song. 

“ I  l o ve  t h e 
fact that LOUIS 
X I I I  t h i n k s  a 
century ahead,” 
s a i d  P h a r re l l 
Williams. “We 
should  al l  do 
the same for the 
planet. We have 

a common interest in preserving 
nature for the future. Each bottle is 
the life achievement of generations 
of men and women. It’s all about 
legacy and transmission.”

Pharrell has long been passionate 
about preserving our environment 

and how important human action is to 
addressing climate change.

‘100 Years’ premiered during a pri-
vate listening party in Shanghai, where 
Pharrell presented the song one time 
only. The 100 lucky guests in attendance 
were not allowed to record the once-

in-a-lifetime experience, so the 
song remains a secret for the 
next century. LOUIS XIII and 
Pharrell aimed to inspire these 
guests to take action and moti-
vate others to get involved in 
the international effort to curb 
global warming.

“We are incredibly proud 
of this innovative project,” 
said Ludovic du Plessis, global 
executive director of LOUIS 
XIII. “Nature and time are at 
the heart of what we do. If 
the environment is unstable, 
even the greatest cellar master 
would not be able to compose 
the exceptional blend that is 
LOUIS XIII. Global Warming 
is one of the most important 
issues of the 21st century; with 
‘100 Years – The Song We’ll 
Only Hear If We Care’, we hope 
to inspire people around the 
world to take action.”

In 2015, LOUIS XIII part-
nered with renowned actor 
and creative visionary John 
Malkovich to create ‘100 Years: 
The Movie You Will Never 
See’, a thought-provoking ar-
tistic work that explores the 
relationship of past, present, 
and future.
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Bisi and Jeanne started 
exercising the same day. 
Both of these women 

were barely 4 months post-
partum and wanted to not 
only go back to their pre-
baby weights but to go down 
some more pounds and also 
be healthier.

They paired up for quick 
early morning runs to get 
back just in time to breast-
feed their babies. They also 
joined the Naijafitmoms fit-
ness class and participated 
thrice weekly. So it is very 
right to say they were push-
ing the envelope to make 
their fitness goals a reality.

When their fitness coach 
advised them to eat healthier 
meals and make veggies and 
protein a big part of their di-
ets, they, like other members 
of the fitness class soaked 
in that advice and put it to 
practice.

They were bent on getting 
to their desired goals, no mat-
ter what. But something hap-
pened. Some five weeks after 
this back-to-back dedication 

CHINWE OBINWANNE

Celebrate your small victories

to fitness and healthy eating, 
members of the fitness class 
took measurements. While 
Bisi had lost 4KG, Jeanne had 
only lost 2.8KG.

There was progress, but 
Jeanne failed to see it. She 
was concerned that Bisi had 

lost more weight than she 
had despite having started 
the fitness journey together. 
She was downcast and lost a 
little motivation to continue.

Like Jeanne, you may put 
in a lot of work in fitness and 
eat healthily but see only 

minimal changes. Don’t fret. 
What about celebrating the 
small changes you see? Until 
you appreciate the little you 
have, you will not get any-
thing more.

How about celebrating 
the strength you gained over 
time? And patting yourself 
on the back for the discipline 
you’ve shown in being con-
sistent with your fitness and 
health? How about jump-
ing high and screaming “Oh 
yeah!!!” for that seemingly 
small 1KG that you lost?

It’s the little drops that 
make the mighty and glaring 
changes. It’s time you stopped 
comparing yourself and your 
progress with that of some-
one else; you are both cut 
from different cloths.

If you can love where 
you are, you will have the 
strength and drive to go to 
where you want to be. It is 
that same drive that will keep 
you going even on days you 
desperately want to give up.

One thing I always like to 
tell the people I coach on Nai-
jafitmoms is this: Don’t think 
about exercising and healthy 

eating as a vehicle for weight 
loss alone. Instead, look at 
exercise and healthy eating 
as you building an immune 
system and body that can 
fight all the ugly diseases that 
creep in as we age.

Let losing weight and look-
ing smoking hot be the icing 
on the cake, but not the pur-
pose of making the cake. Your 
number one goal should be 
to be strong, healthy and be 
in the best shape possible for 
yourself and those you care 
about.

Every day you exercise, be 
thankful for another oppor-
tunity given by God to make 
your life/health a little better 
than what it had been. Re-
member that not many have 
the opportunity you have.

So go ahead and celebrate 
your little victories; you are 
opening the door to bigger 
ones.

Obinwanne is the CEO of 
NAIJAFITMOMS, an on-
line fitness and healthy out-
fit, which specialises on en-
couraging mothers to lead a 
healthy eating lifestyle. 

Ibukun Awosika, chair-
man, First Bank of Nige-
ria (FBN), has said that 

Nigerian women are the 
most economically dynamic 
women in the world as they 
have the ability to drive 
sustainable growth and de-
velopment if  ade quately 
equipped.

S p eaking at  the  Lagos 
Chamber of Commerce and 
I n d u s t r y  ( LC C I )  w o m e n 
group symposium in Lagos 
re c ently,  she state d that 
women ne e d to  b e  more 
equipped and structured to 
compute their quota to the 
country’s economic devel-
opment.

“It is ab out women b e-
ing smart and waking up 
to where the gaps are and 
bridging those gaps,” Awo-
sika said.

Also speaking during the 
symposium, Nike Akande, 
president,  LCCI said that 
women have proven to be 
exceptional in their leader-
ship positions in both the 
private and public sectors, 
adding that  the c ountry 
will benefit more from an 
expanded role of women in 
various spheres of national 
life.

JOSEPHINE OKOJIE

‘Nigerian women are the most economically dynamic in the world’

“The Nigeria we want is 
a c ountry where there is 
justice, fair play, equal op-
portunities for everybody 
irrespective of gender, tribe 
or religion,” Akande said.

“It is gratifying to note 
that the CBN, Bank of Indus-
try and some other financial 
institutions have established 
special credit facilities for 
women entrepreneurs to 
support the empowerment 
of women.

“Women must therefore 
arise and utilise these op-
portunities to promote the 

growth of their enterprises,” 
she added.

In a keynote address, Abi-
odun Olujimi, deputy Senate 
minority whip, National As-
sembly, urged women to be 
involved in politics to purse 
legislation that would sup-
port women issues.

“We need to have more 
women in the political sys-
tem to pursue legislation 
that will  supp ort women 
issues. Without legislations 
and laws we cannot go any-
where in ensuring gender 
equality,” Olujimi said.

She stated that women are 
the economic and financial 
drivers of any society owing 
to their ability to influence 
others around them.

“When a woman is em-
powered she empowers her 
children and every other 
person around her and by 
that she is empowering a 
large percentage of the pop-
ulation,” she said.

She state d that women 
make up about 50.1 percent 
of the population size in the 
country, urging that govern-
ment at all levels should give 

women 35 percent appoint-
ments, so that they can be a 
representatives in various 
key positions speaking for 
this large population of peo-
ple in the society.

Y e y e  A g n e s  S h o b a j o , 
chairperson, LCCI Women 
Group, said: “For national 
development to be all inclu-
sive, women must also be 
active politically and lend 
their voices to ensure that 
policies and initiatives that 
support women empower-
ment are brought into focus 
and implemented.”

Awosika Akande
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A day at Victoria & Alfred, 
Cape Town’s high-end waterfront
Situated on the Atlantic Ocean shore and in the heart of Cape Town, popularly known as ‘Mother City’, Victoria & Alfred Waterfront beckons to visitors 
who are willing to spend with matching leisure offerings, especially this festive season, writes OBINNA EMELIKE who was there in November.

I
f you love to live life to 
the fullest, cherish exclu-
sivity, and also willing to 
pay for it, then, let us go 
to Mother City.

Cape Town, aptly tagged 
Mother City, is worth your 
visit, stay and return visit. The 
second largest city in South 
Africa, and foremost destina-
tion for tourists, especially 
those who are looking for 
places worth spending their 
hard-earned money, is worth 
escaping to.

But whenever you are in 
Cape Town, a visit to Victoria 
and Alfred Waterfront is all 
you need. With sweeping 
views of the Atlantic Ocean 
on one side, picturesque and 
awesome Table Mountain on 
the other, coupled with Table 
Bay Harbour, and a bubbling 
city as its charm, the Victoria 
and Alfred Waterfront (V&A) 
is the playground of million-
aires, especially visitors look-
ing for excitement. Cape Town, 
attracted 1.5 million foreign 
tourists who has spent R18 
billion in the province in 2016.

The waterfront’s 123-hectare 
space developed for mixed use 
offers a smorgasbord of visitor 
experiences, ranging from lei-
sure, shopping, entertainment 
to business making, it is an 
ideal place to live, work, shop, 
play, stay, and eat, especially 
this festive season.

The area also boasts a range 
of prime residential and com-
mercial real estates that are 
among the most expensive 
on the African continent. The 
residents include former presi-
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dents, corporate executives, 
diplomats, business tycoons, 
and celebrities from across the 
world.

Beyond these offerings, V&A 
offers a collection of the most 
expensive and luxurious hotel 
brands, high-end restaurants, 
casinos, spas, top cruise lin-
ers, and luxury yachts, among 
others.

It is a favourite destination 
for residents and tourists alike; 
attracting more than 23-million 
visitors a year, which makes it 
the most visited destination on 
the African continent.

Visitors to the waterfront 
can soak up the cosmopolitan 
atmosphere and marine feel 
of Africa by visiting over 450 
world-class retailers, over 15 
hotels, over 80 eateries includ-
ing 12 fine-dining restaurants, 
coffee shops, pubs and taverns, 
and a fresh food market. There 
are over 20 leisure activities 
- from helicopter flips, boat 
rides, the Two Oceans Aquari-
um, four museums, and several 
other child-friendly activities 

that are not weather depen-
dent. With 22 official historical 
landmarks on-site, the V&A 
Waterfront is also a dynamic, 
historical South African legacy.

A typical day at around the 
waterfront is experientially 
lively. From your well-appoint-
ed room at five-star Table Bay 
Hotel facing the awesome Table 
Mountain, you join the lift to 
the Atlantic Restaurant, which 
serves the best breakfast buffet 
in Cape Town. Afterwards, you 
visit the Camissa, a separate 
wine tasting room in the hotel 
to savour the best of South 
African wine menu.

Subsequently, you can stroll 
along the waterfront refresh-
ing in the natural breeze from 
the Atlantic Ocean just before 
you. Yet, those who are pre-
pared on their visit or rather 
made proper arrangements 
can join a cruise line for some 
hours stroll on the ocean, some 
go fishing on hired boats that 
dot the waterfront harbour, 
some other join smaller but 
luxury boats on exploration of 

the Robben Island, a few kilo-
metres away or other pockets 
of islands around. Otherwise, 
visitors that prefer city fun can 
go sightseeing on double-deck 
Big Tour buses, join Cable Car 
to climb Table Mountain, or 
go shopping in the over three 
shopping malls around town.

On a return from the daily 
tour, evenings feature the best 
weather, obvious tranquility, 
and offering diners in most 
of the hotels and restaurants 
within V&A Waterfront, a 
relaxing and sensory experi-
ence while overlooking the 
harbour. Yet, the night comes 
with more excitements as visi-
tors try their hands and luck at 
the many casinos, dance and 
drink at clubs or even night 
sailing for the more adventur-
ous ones.

Wine tasting is something 
many visitors to Cape Town 
cherish a lot. The many luxury 
hotels offer special wine tast-
ing (though only on special 
invitation for their high profile 
guests) at the waterfront amid 

fresh ocean breeze that caress-
es the body and refreshes the 
taste buds for drinking spree.

Whether breakfast, lunch 
or dinner, dining is an experi-
ence for those who can afford 
it at the five-star restaurant 
at the waterfront. From La 
Colombe, the foremost of the 
766 restaurants in Cape Town, 
which serves French cuisines, 
The Test Kitchen that serves 
contemporary cuisines, The 
Pot Luck Club that offers in-
ternational menu to many 
others, dining is beyond food 
and drinks, especially at the 
waterfront and its complemen-
tary views.

With swelling patronage 
by high-profile visitors at all 
the high-end hotels, five-star 
restaurants, luxury yacht and 
cruise services, the water-
front has contributed billions 
of Rand to the South African 
economy over the last 10 years, 
besides its cumulative contri-
bution to the provincial GDP, 
which also run into billions. 
The property also reported a 
20.6 percent increase in retail 
trade sales for 2013, marking 29 
straight months of consistent 
growth since August 2011, 
and concluding 2013 with an 
impressive 19.8 percent year-
on-year growth.

However,  cre dit  go es to 
Prince Alfred, second son of 
Queen Victoria, who began 
construction of the harbour 
in 1860. The first basin was 
named after himself, the sec-
ond after his mother, hence 
the name- Victoria & Alfred 
Waterfront.
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…as Toyin, Derenle anchor carnival red carpet

Motherland Beckons pushes for Anglophone-
Francophone blend with Destination Ouidah

I
n promotion of its continent 
building project, Motherland 
Beckons has again extended 
its tentacles to another part 
of Africa. This time, it has 

berthed in the Republic of Benin 
to create Destination Ouidah, 
tagged Anglophone – Francophone 
Amalgamation in partnership 
with the West African country’s 
government.

The deal was sealed with the 
government during a recent three-
day working visit to Cotonou, the 
capital city of Benin Republic by 
Motherland Beckons team led by 
Wanle Akinboboye,  its president/
founder. The team held a fruitful 
deliberation with the Beniniose 
team led by Ange N’Koue, the Tour-
ism Minister.

Akinboboye emphasised the 
need for a concert effort to build 
synergies and partnership that 
would promote economic and hu-
man capital development within 
the continent. For the Republic of 
Benin and Nigeria, with such close 
affinity, there is every need for 
both countries to engage construc-
tively, hence Motherland Beckons 
has taken the initiative to create 
a mutual relationship between 
the two countries, just has it has 
done in places like Cote Di’ Ivoire, 
Tanzania and Ghana.

Ghana, he said is enjoying from 
the outflow from Nigeria. But with 
the Republic of Benin closest to 

Following the success of the 
Lagos Street Party in De-
cember 2016, described as 

one of the most colourful event 
held in Lagos. This year’s Lagos 
Street Carnival organized by the 
State Governmentand supported 
by Heat, willbe spectacular as it 
showcases the state’s potential 
for tourism, arts and entertain-
ment at a global level.

The Carnival, a one day event, 
will hold today December 3, 2017 
at Oba Akran Road, Ikeja with an 
impressive lineup of engaging 
activities scheduled to run from 
12.00 noon to 12.00 midnight.

The carnival aims to meetup 
with the standards of notable 
and established international 
carnivals around the world with 
the participation of over seven 
hundred cultural troupes in 
colorful costumes, design and 
animation in a controlled proces-
sion including floats along the 
stretch of Oba Akran Road, Ikeja.

There will be a concert which 
would featureprominent ar-
tistes such as Olamide, Lil Kesh, 
Humble Smith, Salawa Abeni, 
Osupa, Malaika, Terry G and 
several Dj’s to add musical spice 
to the carnival.

Akinboboye, who is also the presi-
dent of La Campagne Tropicana 
Beach Resort in Ikegun Village, 
Lekki, Lagos, disclosed that Moth-
erland Beckon would deploy all the 
resources within its powers to en-
sure the successful development and 
promotion of Destination Ouidah.

After the meeting with the tour-
ism minister, N’ Koue, Motherland 
Beckons team had the golden 
opportunity of meeting with a 
powerful delegation of major stake-
holders in the country, which 
included the N’ Koue, ministers of 
Finance, Defense and Interior, as 
well as, officials of customs, police, 
immigration and the Ambassador 
of Republic of Benin to Nigeria, 
Mrs. Paulette Adjovi Yekpe, who 
actually travelled from Abuja to be 
part of the team.

At the end of the discussion, a 
high level committee was set up 
to immediately work out action 
plan with timeline for the imple-
mentation of the formal launch of 
Destination Ouidah for January 
11 – 13, 2018. Part of the deal is the 
replication of La Campagne, Afri-
can theme resort in Ouidah and 
other parts of the country.

Motherland Beckons team also 
was treated to a foretaste of the 
destination with visit to some of 
its memorable attractions and fa-
cilities, such as the Python Village, 
slave trade point of no return, Casa 
Del Papa Beach Resort, Benin Royal 
Hotel, Sheraton Hotel and Marriot 
Hotel and Cinema complexes like 
the Cinema Le Benin, Concorde 

ka; Fuji first lady Salawa Abeni; 
king of music, Big Shot; the “Pon-
mile” gyrator, Reminisce; the 
“Penalty” master, Small Doctor; 
the “Jagaban” singer, Ycee; DJ 
lambo, DJ Spinall, Mc Arole, and 
lots of many others.

With a promise of stellar per-
formances that would grace the 

Cinema and Canal Olympia.
 Meanwhile, a new chapter may 

have opened for Nigeria tourism as 
Union Bank Nigeria Plc and Moth-
erland Beckons have signed a part-
nership geared at the development 
and promotion of tourism and 
entertainment across the country.

As disclosed by Motherland 
Beckon source, the agreement 
between both parties, which is the 
first ever and historical to have one 
of Nigeria’s biggest and leading fi-
nancial institution, and a privately 
owned tourism and entertainment 
outfit, would offer credit facilities 
to the bank’s customers, staff and 
other professionals, to invest and 
patronise all Motherland Beckons 
destinations and facilities through-
out the world.

Tagged ‘Take a trip today, pay  
gradually over one to three years,’ 
the beneficiaries would among oth-
er incentives built into the package 
get reasonable  discounts at La Cam-
pagne Tropicana Beach Resort in 
Ikegun Village, Lekki, Lagos, which 
is Motherland Beckons’ prime des-
tination and headquarters.

The agreement will also help in 
the development of tourism and 
entertainment infrastructure in 
the area of music and movies. ‘‘This 
is a milestone in the tourism and 
entertainment sectors as young 
executives, entrepreneurs, adven-
ture lovers, music/movie makers 
will now have the opportunity 
of getting the necessary exposure 
with very easy payment terms,’’ 
said Motherland Beckons source.

red carpet from Toyin Abraham 
and Derenle Edun, Lagos Street 
carnival is an event not to be 
carried over.

The event is proudly support-
ed by: the Lagos State Govern-
ment, through the Lagos State 
Ministry of Tourism, Art, and 
Culture. 

OBINNA EMELIKE

Nigeria, there is no reason it should 
not benefit tremendously from 
such outflow from Nigeria. With 
Destination Ouidah, he said the 
country should expect to reap from 

Nigeria, as the new initiative will 
be a rich fusion of dance, music, 
movies, poetry, culture, cuisines, 
fashion, and all the gamut of the 
creative industry.

700 revelers storm Lagos Street Carnival today

The carnival also offers entre-
preneurs and corporate brands 
the opportunity to exhibit and 
market their products and servic-
es.Activities and side attractions 
during the event include; outdoor 
games, kiddies corner, bouncing 
castle, rodeo bull, carrousels and 
much more.

There is the assurance of ad-
equate security measures by 
the Lagos State Government as 
various security agents would 
be deployed at strategic areas 
around the venue to ensureprop-
er security and free flow of traffic 
during the carnival. Designated 
parking lots will also be provided 
for motorists who may wish to 
bring their family to the carnival 
ground whilst shuttle buses pro-
vided to convey guestsaround. 

The essence of the Lagos Street 
Carnival is to create an avenue 
for people to have fun, unwind 
and network as it is done in other 
parts of the world.

As well, popular Nollywood 
screen diva, Toyin Abraham, 
and Nigeria’s fashion sensation, 
Derenle Edun, have both been 
confirmed as red carpet anchors 
for the biggest event in West Af-
rica, “The Lagos Street Carnival”.

Artistic live performances 
from the music industry super-
stars include appearances from: 
the YBNL boss himself, Olamide; 
the “Osinachi” crooner, Humble-
smiths; the gaga master Terry G; 
the “living things” don, 9ice; the 
sexy screen diva, Niniola; fuji 
masters, Saheed Osupa, Malai-

L-R: Akinboboye with N’ Koue
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AIB launches mobile app for 
accident, incident reporting

T
he Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AIB) has 
launched its mobile app 
with a view to simplify-
ing reports of accidents 

and incidents.
Akin Olateru, the commis-

sioner and chief executive officer 
of the agency, who stated this in 
Lagos while presenting the final 
reports on four aircraft accidents 
that occurred between 2009 and 
2015 said the app would take “our 
agency to the next level on the 
wings of technology.”

“The whole world is moving 
in the direction of the future and 
technology offers the powerful 
route of getting there timely.

“The development of a mobile 
application is essential to our 
processes as it extends our rela-
tionship with users by providing 
better access to news and updates, 
convenience, live reporting by eye 
witnesses in the event of accidents 
or incidents.

“AIB Mobile App as it is called, 
gives us a new and more con-
venient way to receive aircraft 
accident report in real time, thus 
increasing promotional opportu-
nities with push notifications and 
more which depicts its core objec-
tives of accident and incidence 
investigation reports.

“This app would improve en-
gagement with Nigerians by pro-
viding easy and open access to the 
Bureau and its activities.

“The application is now avail-

able for free download on the 
apple, android and Google play 
stores,” Olateru explained.  

The commissioner stated that 
since he became the commissioner 
early in the year “we have been 
deploying various strategies to 
re-position the agency and assure 
its relevance in the global aviation 
industry.”

“Tapping into this, the devel-
opment of a mobile application 
is essential to our processes as it 
extends our relationship with us-
ers by providing better access to 
news and updates, convenience, 
live reporting by eye witnesses in 
the event of accidents or incidents.

 He added that pictures could be 
uploaded on the app saying “this 
can assist greatly in investigations.”

The whole world is moving 

in the direction of the future and 
technology offers the powerful 
route of getting there timely.

“Since the advent of the current 
management in AIB early this 
year, we have been deploying vari-
ous strategies to re-position the 
agency and assure its relevance in 
the global aviation industry.

“Today one of the results of the 
simplification is…the AIB Mobile 
Application. In the information 
age we find ourselves, having a 
smart phone is no longer luxury 
but essential.

“This app would improve en-
gagement with Nigerians by pro-
viding easy and open access to the 
Bureau and its activities.  The ap-
plication is now available for free 
download on the apple, android 
and Google play stores,” he added.

 

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

N
igeria’s leading airline, 
Air Peace has pledged 
a seamless and exciting 
air travel experience 

on the Abuja-Uyo-Abuja route 
from December 7.

A statement signed by Chris 
Iwarah, the carrier’s corporate 
communications manager, con-
firmed that the airline will now 
fly daily from Abuja to Uyo  and 
Uyo to Abuja.

The new flights, Air Peace 
said, will complement its Lagos-
Uyo-Lagos service and afford 
members of the flying public 
more options to choose from 
in making their business and 
leisure trips.

Air Peace deploys flights on Abuja-Uyo route Dec 7

The carrier said the new 
service was in response to the 
yearnings of air travellers for 
on-time, consistent and reliable 
flights on the Abuja-Uyo-Abuja 
route.

Air Peace assured that its new 
flights will cater to the huge de-
mand for air travel on the route 
in the run-up to Christmas and 
give flyers confidence in plan-
ning their schedules.

Allen Onyema, Chairman/
chief executive officer of Air 
Peace, has been listed among 100 
“most remarkable and impact-
ful entrepreneurs in Nigeria” in 
2016/2017.

The list compiled by the Ni-

geria & Entrepreneurship Sum-
mit Honors (NESH) comprised 
the names of 100 Nigerians 
positively impacting the coun-
try’s economy in their different 
spheres of operation.

Onyema was, however, the 
only entrepreneur honoured 
in the aviation sector, where 
he has made huge investments 
providing thousands of direct 
and indirect jobs for Nigerians 
and expatriates.

With a fleet size of 24 aircraft, 
Air Peace currently operates 
into 10 domestic destinations in 
Nigeria and one in Accra, Ghana.

The carrier, which plans to 
expand its route network to cov-
er Kano, Abuja-Uyo, Freetown, 
Banjul and Dakar in December, 
says it is on a mission to create 
employment for thousands of 
Nigerians and make air connec-
tivity seamless on the domestic 
routes, the West Coast of Africa 
and international destinations, 
including Dubai, London, Guang-
zhou-China, Houston, Mumbai 
and Johannesburg.     

… as Onyema makes NESH list of 100 impactful entrepreneurs

Akin Olateru, commissioner and chief executive officer, AIB

E
t i h a d  A i r w a y s ,  t h e 
n at i o n a l  a i r l i n e  o f 
the UAE, onc e again 
marked the start of the 

Formula 1 Etihad Airways Abu 
Dhabi Grand Prix with a low-
level fly-past over Yas Marina 
Circuit.

The fly-past has become syn-
onymous with the race with 
the flagship A380 aircraft fly-
ing over the iconic circuit at 
approximately 4.50pm. The 
A380 was accompanied by the 
Aermacchi MB-339NAT fast jets 
of the UAE’s air display team, Al 
Fursan.

 Ali Al Jabri, an Etihad Air-
ways A380 pilot and Vice Presi-
dent Corp orate Safety and 
Quality, embarked on the flight 
for the seventh year in a row, 
and was joined by Captain Su-

laiman Yaqoobi, Captain Adel 
Al Zubaidi and Captain Kian 
Siew Beh in the flight deck.

Al Jabri said: “It’s such an 
honour to once again conduct 
the fly-past which is watched 
by millions of viewers around 
the world and the thousands at 
Yas Marina Circuit.”

 The superjumbo – tail num-
ber A6-APD – passed over the 
start line and home straight of 
the circuit at 800 feet and travel-
ling at 220 knots.

Etihad Aviation Group (EAG) 
is a diversified global aviation 
and travel group comprising 
five business divisions – Etihad 
Airways, the national airline of 
the United Arab Emirates, Etihad 
Airways Engineering, Etihad 
Airport Services, Hala Group and 
Airline Equity Partners.

Etihad Airways marks start of grand 
prix with spectacular a380 fly-past

T
he Managing Director/
Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Nigerian Aviation 
Handling Company Plc 

(nahco aviance), Idris Yakubu, 
has promised to lead the attitu-
dinal change and a fresh drive 
for excellence that the Company 
requires to move it to the next 
level.

Speaking when he held his 
maiden meeting with staff at 
the Head Office of the Com-
pany, Yakubu said the Company 
requires a new and stronger 
service culture, and he was pre-
pared to lead that change.

He said, “We are looking 
forward to a positive change. 
You need to improve the areas 
that you can improve, and we 
must work together to effect 
the change. Some of the things 
required are little but they are 
very important.”

Yakubu told the staff, “It is 
important to understand that 
we have a lot of work to do to 
reposition the Company and 
I cannot do it alone. We have 
to win back our customers and 
reinforce the positive percep-
tion that our stakeholders have 
of NAHCO. The Management 
of the Company is focused on 
recovering lost grounds and 
would make a renewed drive 
for excellence in all its activities 
its watchword.”

And in a manner suggesting 
that going forward, it would not 
be business as usual, the new 
Chief Executive Officer declared 
that the era of staff taking things 
for granted was over. Staff would 
be held accountable for their ac-
tions or inactions.

 “If you deliberately commit 
an error that the Company has to 
pay for; then maybe, you should 
pay. NAHCO’s business should 

be regarded as our business and 
we must all take ownership.”

He applauded the recently 
concluded promotion exercise 
undertaken by the Company 
which he described as “unpar-
alleled in the industry,” and 
said it was not in his character 
to lead a demotivated work-
force. While pointing out that he 
made some input into the final 
promotion list, Yakubu said his 
desire is to do even more as staff 
become more productive and 
show greater diligence in their 
work resulting in greater and 
improved performance by the 
Company.

He solicited for the support of 
staff in the effort to move nahco 
aviance forward, adding “We 
must work together to increase 
revenues, reduce and optimise 
our costs and exceed our custom-
ers’ expectations. Let the world 
know that NAHCO is the best in 
its service and product offerings.”

He concluded that the Com-
pany will focus on aggressive 
debt recovery with a sizeable 
chunk of the recovered funds 
invested in acquiring new equip-
ment.

NAHCO’s CEO, Idris yakubu, 
promises positive change

Idris Yakubu, managing director/chief 
executive officer, Nigerian Aviation Handling 
Company Plc
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Kemi Ajumobi

T
he nutritional in-
dices for Nigerian 
c h i l d re n  re m a i n 
alarming. Figures 
have shown that, 

each year an estimated one 
million Nigerian children die 
before their fifth birthday 
and malnutrition contributes 
to nearly half of these deaths.

 In a bid to help improve 
the indicators related to nu-
trition and health in Nigeria, 
Nestlé partnered with the 
prestigious Boston Univer-
sity Medical School in the 
United States to deliver the 
Postgraduate Program in Pe-
diatric Nutrition (PGPN). This 
program was first delivered 
to healthcare professionals 
across Nigeria in 2016.

 The nutritional indices 
show that about 2 in 5 Ni-
gerian children are stunted, 
with rates of stunting varying 
throughout the country. Also, 
almost 30 percent of Nigerian 
children are underweight.

  “Given the very positive 
feedback on the relevance 
of the PGPN training to their 
clinical practices from partici-
pants of the 2016 session, we 
were encouraged to do more 
this year. Said

Nestlé Nutrition Institute 
Africa’s Manager for Anglo-
phone speaking countries in 
West Africa, Chioma Emma-
Nwachukwu, who spoke at 
the symposium and convoca-
tion to mark the end of the 

T
he Chief Medical Di-
rector (CMD), Ladoke 
Akintola University of 

Technology (LAUTECH) Teach-
ing Hospital,  Akeem Olawale 
Lasisi has disclosed that over 
ten million Nigerians are suf-
fering from deafness.

While raising the alarm 
at the 72nd Interdisciplinary 
research discourse of the Post 
Graduate School, University of 
Ibadan stated that a good num-
ber of those who are deaf are in 
that situation due to negligence 
and lack of adequate medical 
attention.

Lasisi, a Professor, while 
speaking on the topic “Deaf-
ness: Burden, Diversity and 
Culture in Nigeria - Implication 
for National Hearing Policy” 

AKinremi Feyisipo, ibAdAn
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Nestlé Nutrition Institute, Boston University collaborate to 
improve competence of health care professionals in Nigeria

10mn Nigerians suffering from deafness due to 
negligence, lack of medical attention  - Akeem 

L-R: Chinyere Ezeaka, keynote speaker, James Renner – Chairman, NNIA, Rizwan Yousuf, Category Business 
Manager Nestle Nutrition, Maurico Alarcon, MD, Nestle Nig. Plc., Simidele Onabanjo, Rep the DG National Agency 
for Food and Drugs Administration and Control NAFDAC, and Clifford Wayne Lo, keynote speaker. At the Postgradu-
ate programme in paediatric nutrition symposium and convocation, in Lagos recently.

2017 session. 
The goal of PGPN, an online 

training delivered globally, is 
to improve the knowledge 
and competence of healthcare 
professionals (HCPs) in the 
field of nutrition. The train-
ing of 300 HCPs was financed 
by Nestlé Nutrition Institute 
Africa (NNIA), which is com-
mitte d to training health 
care professionals across the 
continent.

 Chioma further added that 
“The registration grew by over 
50 percent in 2017. We know 
that the nutrition investment 
made in the first 1000 days of 
a child’s life has a multiplier 
effect, producing more posi-
tive health outcomes later in 
life. This program is aimed at 
equipping HCPs to contribute 
to the health outcomes of the 
child, in the course of their 
practice.”

 The program which com-
prised of three levels culmi-
nated in the symposia and 
convocation ceremonies held 
on the 6th and 7th of Novem-
ber 2017 in Lagos and Abuja 
respectively and participants 
were trained on the role of 
nutrition in optimal growth, 
immunity, micronutrients 
d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  n ut r i t i o n a l 
management of diarrhea in 
children, and pediatric obe-
sity. The objective is to bring 
these courses to 10,000 more 
healthcare professionals over 
the next three years.

 Partakers also included 
the PGPN faculty members, 

consisting of Professors from 
the Boston University School 
of Medicine, University of 
Lagos Teaching Hospital and 
University of Abuja Teaching 
Hospital.

 For  Opeyemi Oshinowo 
of Lagos University Teaching 
Hospital, one of the grad-
uands of the PGPN,  “PGPN is 
very relevant, it has opened 
my eyes to certain things 
that I thought I knew about 
nutrition, but did not fully 
understand and appreciate. I 
want to say that I have learnt 
a lot in the last one year and 

it has made me approach my 
patients in a better way. I 
want to thank the organiz-
ers of this program, Nestlé 
Nutrition Institute Africa and 
Boston University School of 
Medicine for putting together 
this wonderful program.”

 Clifford Lo, an adjunct pro-
fessor of pediatric nutrition at 
the Harvard medical school, 
also shared his views. In his 
words, “Establishing healthy 
food habits in children is key. 
It is important to develop 
healthy food habits and food 
preferences in infants and 

children”. He said.
 Clifford further exam-

ined the role of maternal 
diet during pregnancy and 
lactation in establishing food 
preferences in children. He 
also harped on the need to 
identify strategies to address 
challenges in food acceptance 
by young children.

 “The dietary patterns 
learned during the early years 
of life usually track into later 
childho o d and adultho o d 
which contributes to form 
the basis for future eating 
patterns in children,” he said. 

said over Ten million Nigerians 
are deaf for negligence and lack 
of adequate medical attention.

The CMD who is a Professor 

of ENT, decried lack of aware-
ness on causes and prevention 
of deafness, inadequate health 
facilities and personnel as well 

as societal perception of the 
impairment.

Urging Federal government 
to urgently address the preva-

lent rate of hearing loss and 
deafness in the country, called 
on the National Committee for 
Ear and Hearing to urgently 
facilitate the establishment of 
more National Ear care centre 
in all the geopolitical zones 
of the country with quality 
equipment in them.

He noted that government 
should improve its gross na-
tional Income as well as disease 
vaccination for children as this 
would greatly contribute to 
hearing impairment.

The Vice Chancellor, Uni-
versity of Ibadan, Idowu Olay-
inka who was represented by 
the Deputy Vice Chancellor 
Administration, Emilolorun 
Ayelari described the dis-
course as timely.

He urged the stakeholders 
to put in their best in reducing 
the alarming rate of deafness 
in the country.
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AnthoniA obokoh

T
he African Leaders Ma-
laria Alliance (ALMA) 
has warned that the 
fight against malaria 
may suffer a setback 

in Africa countries including 
Nigeria due to lack of funding 
commitment by leaders.

According to a press state-
ment by ALMA on Friday, the 
2017 World Malaria Report in-
dicated that malaria incidence 
and mortality rates remain far 
lower than 2010 levels and 
progress is beginning to stall.

The report said malaria 
cases have increased across 
the African continent, with 
194 million cases reported in 
2016, up from 191 million in 
2015 and the mortality rates 
decreased by 2,000 during the 
same period. 

The report also indicated 
that Nigeria, Rwanda, Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo and 
Niger recorded a 250,000 case 
increase in 2016, compared 
to 2015. Meanwhile, a total 
of eight countries in Africa 
recorded a greater than 20% 
increase in cases in 2016 com-
pared to 2015.

ALMA in the annual ma-
laria report said is highlighting 

Oyo State Agency for 
the Control of AIDS 
(OYSACA) has donat-

ed learning materials to four 
orphanage homes for the 
benefit of over 2000 children.

The orphanages include: 
Empowerment Orphanage 
Moniya, Chesire Home San-
go, Oyiza Orphanage NTC 
road and FOMWAN orphan-
age Bashorun and among 
the materials donated are 
exercise books, school bags, 
and mathematical sets.

While presenting the ma-
terials to the orphanages, the 
Project Manager OYSACA,  
Kayode Ogunkunle, a medi-
cal doctor,  said the donations 
were part of the activities 
for the World Aids Day pro-
gramme, adding that the 
wife of the Governor, Flor-

‘Nigeria, other Africa countries may lose the 
tremendous gains made in reducing malaria’ 

OYSACA donates learning materials to Orphanages
…in celebration of World AIDS Day

the need for strong leadership, 
greater funding commitments 
and expansion of life-saving 
tools to eliminate malaria in 
Africa by 2030.    

“This year’s World Malaria 
Report warns that we could 
lose the tremendous gains 

ence Ajimobi’s compassion 
for the less privileged in the 
society motivated the dona-
tions.

According to  Ogunkunle, 
“Ajimobi enjoined us to do-
nate academic items to the 
students in orphanages. This 
is well thought out of her 
goodwill. She told us that 
food items and money get ex-
hausted quickly but academic 
materials are more enduring. 
Also, food and money are 
regularly donated by people 
most times.”

In their separate respons-
es, the Matron, Oluyole Che-
sire home, Sango,  Ayo Alabi, 
and Coordinator, OYIZA Or-
phanage NTC road,  Idrees 
Farouk expressed joy and 
appreciation to the Chair-
person of OYSACA,  Florence 
Ajimobi for her generosity, 
benevolence and concern for 

made in reducing malaria sick-
ness and death in Africa unless 
we do more to save lives from 
this preventable and treatable 
disease”, said  Joy Phumaphi, 
Executive Secretary of the Af-
rican Leaders Malaria Alliance.  

Phumaphi stated that we 

the less privileged, praying 
that the Lord will continue to 
bless Her and the Oyo State 
Government.

Also, members of the Na-
tional Union of Road Trans-
p ort  Workers  (NURTW) 
have been advised to desist 
from any risky behavior that 
would endanger their lives or 
promote the spread of HIV in 

cannot forget the cost of this 
disease on our people and 
our economies. “Last year on 
our continent, malaria killed 
407,000 people and robbed us 
of US$12 billion in lost produc-
tivity, investment and associat-
ed health care costs.  For every 

$1 we invest in malaria control 
and elimination we yield a $36 
return for our economies”.   

“Getting back on track to 
reach our goal of a malaria-free 
Africa by 2030 will require our 
leaders to prioritize funding, 
scale up access to life-saving 
malaria interventions and new 
tools and strengthen health 
systems. In addition, the in-
ternational community must 
sustain their commitments to 
these efforts,” she added.

King Mswati III of the King-
dom of Swaziland and Chair of 
the African Leaders Malaria 
Alliance said, African leaders, 
we must use the release of the 
World Malaria Report 2017 to 
energize our collective effort 
in the fight against one of our 
continent’s most devastating 
diseases.

“This year’s report is a re-
minder of what will happen if 
our commitments wane”, 

The progress made by Mada-
gascar, Senegal, Zimbabwe, 
Ethiopia and The Gambia is 
commendable and shows us 
that we can do more to save 
our families, communities and 
countries from this disease. We 
can learn from their achieve-
ments to replicate their success 
across the continent,”  

Akinremi FeyiSipo, ibADAn

the State.
Ogunkunle gave the charge 

during a sensitization and 
health outreach by OYSACA 
and other stakeholders, at the 
state office of the NURTW, 
Olomi Ibadan.

Ogunkunle said that it is 
important for everyone to 
know his/her status, say-
ing that they should never 

stigmatize anyone who tests 
positive to the virus.

In his own remarks, the 
Deputy State Chairman of the 
Union, Olajide Abideen Abim-
bola urged NURTW members 
and the public to get tested 
and desist from having un-
protected sexual intercourse 
in order to stop the spread of 
HIV in the State.



Sports

F
ollowing the the 2018 
FIFA World Cup draw 
that took place Friday in 
Moscow, which seemed 
as good venue to unveil 

valuable information of vital 
global interest.

Nigeria was drawn with Ar-
gentina, Croatia and Iceland in 
World Cup Group D and Nige-
rians have expressed hope that 
Super Eagles would be making it 
through to the last-16.

The Super Eagles have been 
drawn against Argentina once 
again for the fifth time in the 
World Cup since 1994.

Probably the most delicate-
ly balanced, most interesting, 
and most competitive of all the 
groups. Argentina only just qual-
ified, Croatia has an abundance 
of individual talent, Iceland a 
tremendous collective strength 
and Nigeria possibly the tough-
est fourth seed to draw. Argen-
tina will not be happy at all.

In the final draw for the 2018 
FIFA World Cup for the 32 par-
ticipating nations in Moscow 
on Friday evening, Nigeria and 
Argentina were drawn together 
in Group D.

The two countries first met in 
1994 World Cup. They met again 
at the group stage three other 
times. They will meet again in 
Russia next year.

Also in the group are Croatia 
and Iceland.

 Nigeria will face Croatia in 
their opening match.

Football fans are full of op-
timism that Nigeria we will go 
all the way to the quarterfinals.

Former Super Eagles forward, 
Victor Ikpeba in his twitter 
handle said the draw is a favor-
able one for Nigeria

Victor IkpebaVerified ac-
count

@V_Ikpeba
 Fair World Cup Draw for the 

Super Eagles
Argentina is Nigeria’s night-

mare team at the FIFA World 
Cup, on four previous attempts 
the Super Eagles have lost 
against the South Americans. 
Can Super Eagles be fifth time 
lucky or best we avoid them?

Messi is the only difference 
in Argentina. Super eagles will 
fly high in that group D and 
very possible to come out to round 
of 16.

Coach Gernot Rohr reacts to 
2018 FIFA World Cup Draw, says 
Group D is filled with good teams 
and playing Argentina again will 
make things tougher for us.

Recall that, Nigeria have never 
defeated Argentina at the World 
Cup. The two sides have met four 
times and Argentina have won in 
all the meetings. Nigeria lost 1-2 
to Argentina at USA 1944; lost 0-1 
at South Korea/Japan and South 
Africa 2010 and lost 2-3 at Brazil 
in 2014.
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Russia 2018: Hopes high as 
Nigeria draw Argentina in Group D
Anthony nlebem

the game with boldness and 
confidence with the mindset of 
defeating them.

Nigeria was the first African 
country to book a berth in Russia 
and finished unbeaten in Africa’s 
Group B, winning all their home 
games with two draws and a vic-
tory away under German coach 
Gernot Rohr.

The nation, which is the only 
one of Africa’s five representatives 
from the last World Cup who 
returns for the 2018 edition in 
Russia, will be looking to get into 
the last round of 16 in Brazil.

Already, a crop of exciting 
youngsters headline the national 
team representing Africa’s most 
populous nation including Leices-
ter City’s Kelechi Iheanacho, Arse-
nal’s Alex Iwobi, Henry Onyekuru 
and Moses Simon represent a new 
generation that has emerged since 
the 2014 finals as Nigeria surpris-
ingly qualified easily from a tough 
group that included Algeria, who 
also reached the second round of 
the last World Cup, and African 
champions Cameroon.

The tournament begins on 
14 June with Russia playing the 
opener at the Luzhniki Stadium in 
Moscow. Of the 32 teams, 20 will 
be making back-to-back appear-
ances following the last edition of 
the tournament in 2014, including 
defending champions Germany, 
while Iceland and Panama will 
both be making their first appear-
ances at a FIFA World Cup. A total 
of 64 matches will be played in 

Full Draw
Group a:  Russia, Uruguay, Egypt, Saudi Arabia
Group B: Portugal, Spain, Iran, Morocco
Group C: France, Peru, Denmark, Australia
Group D: Argentina, Croatia, Iceland, Nigeria
Group E: Brazil, Switzerland, Costa Rica, Serbia
Group F: Germany, Mexico, Sweden, South Korea
Group G: Belgium, England, Tunisia, Panama
Group H: Poland, Colombia, Senegal, Japan

Reacting to the draw, Super 
Eagles technical adviser said the 
draw is a fair one and is optimistic 
his side will progress to the next 
round.

“We have to prepare well and 
win our first two games, our first 
game will be against Croatia, we 
also need to play good friendlies, 
especially Serbia, because they 
play similar football with Croatia, 
“ Rohr said.

Speaking on Agentina in the 
same group with Nigeria, Rohr 
added it would not be like the 
friendly game, but a difficult 
game.

“Its not easy to play Argentina, 
they are very good team. We 
know them a little, but its more 

difficult now than in the friendly, 
now they now how we play and 
we cannot surprise them like we 
did in the friendly. Messi will be 
playing r Argentina and its more 
difficult.

“Iceland are also a difficult 

team; very strong and have the 
best fan in Europe. Its an inter-
esting group and the last group 
game against Argentina might be 
the decider.

Haven defeat Argentina in a 
friendly, Nigeria should approach 



EPL giant, Man City FC visits Nigeria
….as PZ Cussons’ Premier cool brand hosts coolest party
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Sports

GOtv Boxing Night 13: Joe Boy promises Egyptian opponent hell Nigeria, Ghana battle in Afri-Global 
Unity skate soccer fiesta

P
Z Cussons, makers of 
Nigeria’s No.1 family 
bar soaps, Premier 
and Premier Cool, 
recently welcomed 

its global partner, English 
Premier League football club, 
Manchester City FC to Nigeria 
on a visit aimed at building 
on their existing partner-
ship whilst attending the re-
launch event of the Premier 
brand in Lagos.

The English Premiership 
giants who are in the country 
on a 3-day visit, represented 
by their Partnership Market-
ing Manager, Oliver Pfeiffer 
and Senior Partnership Mar-
keting Manager, Jeremy Way, 
were hosted to a Meet and 
Greet session at PZ Cussons 
HQ, organised by the Premier 
Cool brand.

In attendance at the aus-
picious event were football 
professionals, fans, sports 
journalists and members of 
the press. The event provided 
a unique opp ortunity for 
the Manchester City FC and 
PZ Cussons to discuss the 
achievements of their ongo-
ing partnership and also its 
impact on Nigerian fans and 
consumers.

 Speaking at the event, 

Nigeria’s Oto Joseph,“Joe 
Boy”, who is billed to fight 
Egyptian Abdulrahim 

Ahmed for the vacant African 
Boxing Union (ABU) lightweight 
title, has vowed to demolish his 
opponent when they clash at 
GOtv Boxing Night 13 on 26 De-
cember at the Landmark Event 
Centre, Victoria Island, Lagos.

The event will feature musical 
performances by Small Doctor, 
Falz The Bahd Guy, Reekado 
Banks and Simi.

Using a biblical allusion, Joe 
Boy said Joseph triumphed in 
Egypt despite the odds against 
him. While noting that the fight 
is not in Egypt, Joe Boy said the 
triumph of the biblical Joseph is 
a pointer to the fact that he will 
have victory over the Egyptian.

“I know he is his country’s 
champion and also holds the 
Mediterranean title, but I will beat 
him to pulp. In the Bible, Joseph 
became big in Egypt. In Lagos, I 
will become big by winning the 
ABU title. I will do Nigeria proud. 
The Egyptian you will see that 
day, you will see no more after,” 
he said doctrinally.

On the same night, Nigeria’s 
Olaide “Fijaborn” Fijabi will aim 
for the ABU light welterweight 
title when he takes on Michael 
Odhiambo of Kenya. Another 

Anthony nlebem

Senior Partnership Market-
ing Manager, Manchester 
City Football Club, Jeremy 
Way expressed his delight at 
how impactful and mutually 
beneficial the partnership has 
been. “This is a very exciting 
time to be here in Nigeria, as 
Manchester City FC doing 
amazing things at the mo-
ment and sitting at the top of 

the English Premier League, 
and we are here in Nigeria 
to als o c elebrate with PZ 
Cussons who are also doing 
wonderful things at the mo-
ment and we are happy to 
be partnering with them and 
can’t wait to be part of Africa’s 
Coolest party”. He said.

Regional Marketing Direc-
tor, PZ Cussons, Jimi Taiwo 

international title bout will see 
Nigeria’s Abolaji “Afonja Warrior” 
Rasheed defend his West Afri-
can Boxing Union (WABU) title 
against Arye Ayitteh of Ghana.

Also lined up are national 
lightweight and light welter-
weight title fights. The latter will 
see Rilwan “Baby Face” Baba-
tunde take on Chijioke “Painless” 
Ngige, while the former will fea-
ture Rilwan “Real One” Oladosu 
against Kehinde “Ijoba’ Badmus.

There will also be challenge 
bouts between Rilwan “Scorpion” 

The return match of the 
International Skate Soc-
cer Fiesta played by 

physically challenged ath-
letes from Nigeria and Ghana 
will take place at the Agege 
Stadium in Lagos Nigeria on 
Saturday, December 9th.

The competition, which is 
organized by the IFSS (Inter-
national Federation for Skate 
Soccer) is being co-sponsored 
by Afriglobal Group of Com-
panies, a business conglomer-
ate with business interests 
in Healthcare, Supply Chain 
Management and Commodi-
ties and by  Binatone, Africa’s 
leading brand in household 
electrical appliances as part of 
their Corporate Social Respon-
sibility.

IFSS, who are supported 
Oyekola and Jimoh “Hogan Jimoh 
Jr” in the lightweight division 
as well as between Matthew 
“Wizeman” Obinna and Cosmos 
“Awosika” David in the super 
middleweight class.

Tickets are available online at 
ariiyatickets.com, SLOT and Eb-
eano Supermarket outlets as well 
as the National Stadium.

Buses will be made available 
to transport ticket-holding fans 
from the National Stadium to the 
venue of the event and back to 
the stadium.

across the continent by Bi-
natone, have organized this 
match that will evoke the age-
old soccer rivalry between the 
two West African countries of 
Nigeria and Ghana. Thousands 
are expected to attend with 
wide media coverage. The 
event has garnered support 
from top businesses that are 
excited to sponsor it.

The sport and the non-profit 
IFSS were created to bring 
together the physically chal-
lenged, with a core focus on 
Polio sufferers who have no 
ability to walk, who usually 
beg for alms. The benefit that 
IFSS hopes to bring to these 
individuals is food, shelter and 
help in finding a steady job.

Maneesh Garg, Group CEO/
MD of the match sponsor, Af-
riglobal group, agrees that the 
Skate Soccer is indeed a wor-
thy cause which will produce 
lasting impact in the lives of 
the participants and in turn 
produce meaningful societal 
impact.

Juliet C. Anammah CEO 
Jumia Nigeria commented that 
Jumia had been supporting the 
promotion of Skate Soccer in 
both Ghana as well as Nigeria.

L-R: Oliver Pfeiffer, Partnership Marketing Manager, Manchester City;Jeremy Way,Senior Partnership Marketing Man-
ager, Manchester City; Alex Goma, MD, PZ Cussons Nigeria Limited;Joyce Coker, Human Resources Director, PZ 
Cussons and  Jimi Taiwo, Regional Marketing Director, PZ Cussons Nigeria during a 3-day visit in Nigeria.

Anthony nlebem

also said that PZ Cussons 
Nigeria is very pleased to 
b e partnering with Man-
chester City FC, stating also 
that both brands are glob-
ally recognised champions, 
“Manchester City FC is an 
established club, they are 
c h a m p i o n s  a n d  g l o b a l l y 
re c ognis e d.  Same is  true 
of Premier, its official soap 

partner. Premier soap is rec-
ognised both locally and in-
ternationally as champions 
with a massive heritage and 
equity. We are happy to be 
partners with Manchester 
City FC, not just b e caus e 
they play good football but 
most importantly because 
our corporate values align. 
They have grown over the 
years to be leaders and so 
has Premier” he said

The family brand which 
has had a presence in Nige-
ria for over 30 years is also 
refreshing its look with the 
l a u n c h  o f  i t s  b ra n d  n e w 
packaging for Premier Cool 
Deo, Premier Classic soap 
and its latest introduction to 
the family, the new Premier 
Co ol  D e o D e o dorant and 
Premier Antiseptic Liquid.

PZ Cussons had in 2015 
entered into a partnership 
with Manchester City FC 
through thre e of  its  pre-
mium brands including Pre-
mier Cool. The partnership 
has since provided consum-
e r s  a n d  E n g l i s h  p re m i e r 
league football fans across 
N i g e r i a  w i t h  unique and 
exciting experiences; from 
meeting MCFC star players, 
watching private training ses-
sions and enjoying exclusive 
VIP match day experiences. 
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Week
Quotes of the

The Internet is replete with dangers for 
the unwary user and the unprotected 
computer. Some experts say as many as 
100 new viruses are created daily, infecting 
computers around the world. While many 
of those viruses are essentially harmless, 
merely causing a popup message that says 
“Merry Christmas” or temporarily moving 
things around on the computer’s desktop, 
a fair number of them are truly dangerous, 
destroying millions of dollars’ worth of data 
every year.
Viruses are only one type of program that 
falls under the category of “Malware.” Mal-
ware are programs the user does not want, 
but that are installed on their computer by 
some inadvertent action by the computer 
user. Many of them are distributed attached 
to emails, free programs, and other down-
loads from the Internet. Once in the com-
puter, they do what they were intended 
to do, and never is it beneficial to the com-
puter or the computer’s owner.

Blogs
From the 

“The letter dated October 5 was never 
signed by me. Maina’s case, up to that point, 
was still work in progress and I wrote KIV on it. 
Again, the letter of February 21 could not have 
emanated from my office because it did not 
follow procedure. The matter is under investi-
gation”. Abubakar Malami, Minister of Justice 
and Attorney General of the Federation.

 “From our records, Maina received his last 
salary in February 2013. In March 2013, he 
was removed from the payroll. The civil service 
operated an automated payment system which 
would have shown such. I don’t know from 
where he received the salary. There is nobody 
with the name Abdulrasheed Maina in our 
system.” Ahmed Idris, Accountant-General of 
the Federation.  

“I think it’s important to be mindful of both 
the power of these tools but also its limits,” 
Obama said, when asked about the dangers 
of Twitter, a platform on which Trump has 
caused repeat controversies. What I would 
say is Twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp, all these 
various platforms are extraordinarily powerful 
tools, and those tools can be used for good and 
the tools can be used for ill”. Barack Obama, 
former US president.

Numbers
 1.5%
The Nigerian equities market maintained a signifi-
cant bullish trend this week as the All-Share Index 
appreciated by 1.5 per cent week-to-date to close 
at a three-month high of 37,944.60 basis points.

I
n the fight against HIV/AIDS, some 
stories illuminate the long road to global 
eradication more than others. In 2009, I 
heard one such story in Tanzania.
I was visiting a remote village when I 

spoke to a woman who knew that she was 
HIV-positive. She told me that the established 
health guidelines at the time indicated that she 
could not receive treatment until her count of 
CD4 T-helper cells, a type of white blood cell 
used by the immune system, had dropped 
below a certain threshold.

After walking several miles to get her 
count checked, she arrived at the clinic only to 
find its testing machine broken. The machine 
was still inoperative the second time she made 
the long journey. Only months later, after her 
third trip to the clinic on foot, did she receive 
her cell count: her levels were far below the 
necessary threshold. Her treatment should 
have begun months before.

Since HIV/AIDS was first identified in 
1984, it has killed more than 35 million people. 
Although the number of AIDS-related deaths 
has fallen by almost half since peaking in 
2005, there are still far too many people dying 
from this preventable condition. In 2016 alone, 
one million people around the world died 
from HIV-related causes, while 1.8 million 
more became infected. Contrary to popular 
myth, we have not turned the corner on AIDS 
– not by a long shot.

World AIDS Day, on December 1, is an 
occasion to honor the millions of victims, 
and to recommit to ending this devastating 
disease. According to UNAIDS, just 54% of 
HIV-positive adults, and only 43% of HIV-
positive children, are currently receiving 
the antiretroviral therapies that save lives 

A third urgently needed commitment is to 
increase support for research that accelerates 
the development of new innovations in 
effective and efficient treatment delivery. For 
example, Mylan provides study medications 
to research trials, like the MaxART trial 
in Swaziland, which demonstrated that 
providing treatment to all HIV-positive people 
is the best way to slow the disease’s spread. We 
also supported the Kirby Institute’s ENCORE1 
trial, to develop a reduced-dose version of the 
most commonly used HIV treatment regimen. 
And we are currently working with the US 
Agency for International Development as part 
of a partnership called OPTIMIZE, which aims 
to accelerate access to new therapies.

We do not support trials like these because 
we hope to gain any marketable intellectual 
property – we won’t. Rather, we support them 
because it is the right way to advance science 
and improve treatment.

Finally, real gains in the fight against HIV/
AIDS will require drug makers to account 
for the limitations of health-care systems 
and distribution networks in the developing 
countries they serve.

Antiretroviral therapies for children are 
a good example of these challenges. Drugs 
for young people produced in the West are 
often liquids that require refrigeration. But 
developing countries often have limited cold-
storage capacities or an inability to transport 
liquid in bulk. That’s why Mylan has developed 
heat-stable, taste-masked, dispersible tablets 
that can easily be incorporated into food. 
Our scientists are now working on the 
next-generation formula, which comes in 
the equivalent of a sugar packet that even 
newborns can take. More innovations like 
these will be needed to solve the country-
specific issues that patients face.

The global health community has made 
remarkable progress in turning the tide on 
HIV/AIDS, introducing new products and 
advocating for earlier treatment. But when I 
think back to the woman I met in Tanzania, I 
am reminded of how much work remains to 
be done. Makers of generic medicines have an 
important role to play in this fight, and we will 
not stop working until treatment is available 
to every patient in the world who needs it.

©: Project Syndicate

and prevent new infections. With so many 
untreated patients, the virus will continue 
to spread.

As CEO of a global pharmaceutical 
company, I’m proud of the work we have 
done to fight HIV/AIDS around the world. 
Today, more than eight million people – nearly 
half of all patients receiving treatment for 
HIV in developing countries – depend on the 
antiretroviral treatments that we produce.

But for those of us on the front lines of 
this struggle, our work is far from over. The 
pharmaceutical industry has a responsibility 
to expand access to testing and treatment, 
and to help stop the spread of HIV once 
and for all. Fulfilling four key commitments 
will make this goal achievable.For starters, 
pharmaceutical companies should do more to 
increase the availability of low-cost, generic 
medicines. My company, Mylan, introduced 
the first generic once-daily pill for developing 
countries in 2009, and we have continually 
reduced its price to make it more accessible 
to more people. With this treatment alone, 
Mylan and other generic manufacturers save 
the US government, international donors, 
and national health programs more than $4.5 
billion a year.

Still, treatment options could be expanded 
further. In September, Mylan announced a 
collaboration with UNAIDS, the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the Clinton Health Access 
Initiative, and other partners to provide the 
next-generation single-pill HIV regimen to 
patients in more than 90 low- and middle-
income countries for less than $75 per year. 
These drugs are widely used in high-income 
countries because they produce fewer side 
effects. Affordability initiatives like this one 
should be replicated.

Next, drug makers must continue investing 
in capacity and supply-chain reliability. Since 
2005, the number of people on antiretroviral 
therapies worldwide has grown by a factor of 
ten, to 21 million. But roughly twice as many 
people are currently infected with HIV. Over 
the last decade, Mylan has invested more 
than $250 million in expanding production 
capacity, and we now produce four billion 
tablets and capsules each year. But further 
investments are needed if we are to provide 
access to the other 21 million people still not 
on treatment.

Four ways to beat HIV/AIDS

The sky seems to be the limit for Chinese on-
line shopping portal Taobao, which auctioned 
off two Boeing 747 jumbo jets on Tuesday for 
nearly $50 million.

$50m

HEATHER BRESCH
bresch is ceo of mylan, a global 

pharmaceutical company that specializes 
in prescription generic and brand-name 
medicines, and over-the-counter (otc) 

offerings.


