
 
 
  

BWA General Council Resolution 2011.9 

 

A Statement in Support of the Practices of "Just Peacemaking"  

The General Council of the Baptist World Alliance, meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from July 4-9, 
2011:  

RECALLS that when Jesus approached Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, he wept over the city, saying, "If you, 
even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from 
your eyes" (Luke 19:42) and  

ENVISIONS Jesus weeping over many cities and nations of our world because we do not know those 
things that make for peace.  

THEREFORE the General Council:  

ENDORSES the following ten practices of "just peacemaking" developed by scholars led by Baptist 
Professor Glen Stassen;  

1) support nonviolent direct action, 

2) take independent initiatives, 

3) use cooperative conflict resolution, 

4) acknowledge responsibility for conflict and injustice, seek repentance and forgiveness, 

5) promote human rights, religious liberty, and democracy,  

6) foster economic development that is just and sustainable, 

7) work with cooperative networks in the international system,  

8) strengthen the United Nations and international organizations,  

9) reduce offensive weapons and weapons trade, and 

10) support grassroots peacemaking groups and voluntary associations,  



  

URGES all Baptist conventions, unions, churches and individuals to learn the practices of "Just 
Peacemaking", to incorporate them into the teaching of the "things that make for peace" in our 
congregations and institutions, and to support these practices in the various contexts represented in our 
Alliance; and  

CALLS on the various governments of the world to pursue these practices of "Just Peacemaking" in their 
leadership, policies, and actions.  
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For more information about Baptist World Alliance resolutions, visit BaptistWorld.org/resolutions. 
Since its formation in 1905, the Baptist World Alliance has networked the global Baptist family to impact 
the world for Christ with a commitment to strengthen worship, fellowship and unity; lead in mission and 
evangelism; respond to people in need through aid, relief, and community development; defend religious 
freedom, human rights, and justice; and advance theological reflection and leadership development. 
 
 


