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This year on October 31 marks five hundred years since Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of the Castle Church in 

Wittenberg, Germany.  This event sparked a religious conflagration across Europe which drastically affected every level of society and determined 

the course of the development of Western Civilization.  The direct intervention of God Almighty into human affairs during the 14th to the 17th 

centuries brought about history’s greatest post-Biblical event known as the PROTESTANT REFORMATION.

Never before or since in post-apostolic history has the Spirit of God moved upon the hearts and lives of such an illustrious and dedicated men 

of moral quality, intellectual ability and spiritual fortitude as the heroes of that era.  Wycliffe, Hus, Tyndale, Luther, Knox and others who faithfully 

fought for our intellectual, social and spiritual freedom from the Papal Beast will forever remain as God’s gifts in the heritage of our race and faith.

OUR GREATEST HERITAGE 
The most profound truths that came out of the battles of the Protestant Reformation are; the opening of the little book which is the Bible.  This 

gave the English speaking world the most valuable gift – The King James Bible in 1611.  Jesus Christ alone is man’s means of salvation.  He 

declared; “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  John 14:6      THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH!!

UNGRATEFUL MASSES
Unfortunately, it appears that the vast majority and ungrateful masses of so-called Protestants have completely forgotten that there ever was a 

Reformation.  Neither are they reminded by modern pastors of the bloody price that was paid by millions of our forefathers to secure our freedom 

from political and religious bondage. Seemingly, their attention is focused on cheap contemporary religious entertainment.

What a rich heritage we have in our race and faith – Let us cherish it!!
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Bible prohecy is God showing us history 
(His-story) in advance. A Divine time 

measure is a prophecy which is confined 
to a specific period of time. During this 

period, the events prophesied must 
come to pass exactly as foretold.

IF YOU ARE OF THE HISTORICIST PROPHETIC BELIEF, AS OPPOSED TO PRETERISM 
AND FUTURISM, WE WOULD WELCOME A TOLL FREE CALL TO THIS MINISTRY 
AT:  (866)645-2921.  WE ARE DETERMINING TO MAINTAIN THE FAITH OF OUR 
PROTESTANT FOREFATHERS AND STAND AGAINST THE LIES OF ROMANISM, 
WHICH HAVE PERVADED MODERN CHRISTIANITY.  VISIT - WWW.HISTORICIST.COM

“There is nothing like fulfilled prophecy to encourage an awe for the Word of God.  

Robert Caringola dishes this out in heaping helpings…I consider The Present 

Reign of Jesus Christ to be one of the most life-changing books I have ever read.  

It takes the focus away from twisting the latest headlines into another excuse 

to look for the rapture.  As Caringola loves to point out, Jesus will remain seated 

at the right hand of the Father, until His enemies are made His footstool.  We’ve 

been left behind to grow the Kingdom here on earth.”

—Steve Eastman

This represents a common response from all over the world for 
the last 25 years. NOW IN PRINT the second enhanced edition!

This work has never been refuted. It is time for these truths to be 
once again common knowledge in the true Christian Church.

A GREAT 
COMPANION

BOOK IS
SEVENTY
WEEKS

AVAILABLE ON                        AND

AVAILABLE ON
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A MIGHTY 
FORTRESS 
IS OUR GOD

MARTIN LUTHERFATHER OF THE REFORMATION

DEFENDER OF THE FAITH

ike a prophet of old, Martin Luther was predestined 

and anointed to be an instrument of God to call the 

people of Europe back to Biblical Christianity and to 

throw off the bondage of Romanism.

Luther was born on November 10, 1483 in Eisleben, Saxony, 

Germany. While studying for a law degree he was almost killed 

by a bolt of lightning. Pondering his close call with death, he 

changed his course of study from law to theology. He was edu-

cated at the University of Erfurt and was ordained an Augustinian 

priest at the age of twenty-four. Five years later he was ordained 

as a Doctor of Theology in the Roman Catholic Church.

As a professor of theology and philosophy at the University of 

Wittenberg, he challenged the beliefs of the Roman Church, such 

as the supremacy of the pope, indulgences and other beliefs 

and practices which gained him extreme disfavor with the reli-

gious hierarchy. He advocated that the common people should 

be allowed to read the Bible and enjoy congregational singing. 

He wrote thirty-seven hymns for public worship. On October 31, 

1517 he nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of Wittenberg 

Cathedral which resulted in the pope’s edict for Luther’s excom-

munication and the burning of his writings in 1520.

In his book, The Present Reign of Jesus Christ, Robert Caringola 

writes; “The period of time between the Leipzig debate with 

Eck in July 1519, and the Diet of Worms in April 1521, was an 

exciting time for Luther. In May, 1520, he published a pamphlet 

entitled, On Good Works. Its effect was far reaching. It emphasized 

his new conviction that man is saved by faith alone. On June 15, 

1520, Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther in a papal bull. Luther 

burned this document and replied, “As thou hast wasted the Holy 

L

“A Mighty Fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;

Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing:

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;

His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,

On earth is not his equal.”

One of God, so may the eternal flames waste 

thee,” and further retaliated with a tract 

entitled: Against the Execrable Bull of 
Antichrist. Swiftly following, Luther pub-

lished what became known as “The Three 
Great Reformation Treatises”: the Christian 

Nobility of Germany-a call to reject the 

abuses fostered by Rome; The Babylonian 

Captivity of the Church in which Luther 

destroyed Rome’s claim that men could 

only be saved through the priesthood and 

its sacramental system; and The Liberty of 

the Christian Man containing the sum of 

the Christian life.”

Luther was brought to trial at Worms, 

Germany and was commanded by Emperor 

Charles V to retract his ‘heretical’ beliefs. He 

replied, “I cannot and will not recant. Here I 
take my stand. So help me God. Amen.” The 

court sentenced Luther to prison into the 

custody of his friend Frederick, a Roman 

elector, who turned a blind eye while 

Luther worked on his New Testament 

translation and even allowed his escape.

He wrote a formal protest against oppres-

sion, resulting in the term “Protest-ant.” On 

the eve of a bitter court battle in 1529, 

Luther wrote his famous hymn to encour-

age his friends who were facing the wrath 

of the authorities. Martin Luther died on 

February 18, 1546.

Luther declared three great Reformation 

Principles:

 
1. Man is justified by faith alone.  

Rom. 5:1

2. Every believer has direct access to 

God. Heb. 4:16

3. The Bible is the sole source of author-

ity for faith and life. II Tim. 3:16

“NO, THE DOOR WAS

FINE. I’M JUST FIXING

YOUR THEOLOGY.”
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t the opening of the other side of the scroll 

(Revelation is a story twice told), we see Natural 

Israel, the seed of Isaac, giving birth to her 

Messiah and the Pagan Roman Dragon waiting to 

devour! History clearly reveals that not only Pagan Rome sought 

to destroy Israel in the wilderness of Europe, but Papal likewise 

persecuted this woman for the prophesied 1260 years. Those 

of us who have not been deceived by Futurism, Preterism and 

Dispensationalism (the terrible trinity of prophecy ISMS!), and 

understand that our Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is the story 

of God’s chosen family and her Redeemer, have for centuries, in 

our massive volumes of writings, proven that this woman is the 

House of Israel who moved north and west into Europe and the 

Isles. This historical epic is secularly known as the Diaspora of 

the Ten Tribes.

For the first three centuries after Christ, the Pagan Roman Dragon 

attempted to exterminate the woman and the true church, 

Christ’s body, with ten terrible persecutions. However, “Christ 

and Caesar met in the arena and Christ won!” Nevertheless, after 

this pagan beast suffers its mortal head wound at the hands of 

the Gothic hordes, the little horn of Daniel 7 (the Papacy) was 

destined to arise and fulfill the persecuting time measure of “a 

thousand two hundred and threescore days.”

We know that the woman survived the horrific ten pagan per-

secutions. However, the Gothic invasions and the collapse of 

Rome Pagan was swiftly approaching. Again, after this scourge 

the little horn would arise. What does the Revelation tell us 

that Christ did to secure and preserve the woman and her 

Christian church?

144,000

Now, I’m going to take you where many, even most of the 

Historicist, have missed it. The 144,000 – why is this interlude 

between the Seals and Trumpets of Revelation?

Christ knew that the “winds” of the first four trumpets had the 

potential for not only crushing pagan Rome but at the same 

time could exterminate the woman. This was not going to be 

allowed. That’s why the “four winds” of the Gothic hordes were 

held back until the symbolic 144,000 of true Israel were seal 

and preserved. Their descendants would be destined to bring 
forth the glorious Protestant Reformation in Europe in the ter-
ritory of the woman’s flight!

Twelve is the number of Divine Government. It is symbolically 

multiplied to 144,000 to confirm an emphatic prophecy of Jesus:

HOW THE
“WOMAN IN THE 
WILDERNESS”
WAS PRESERVED

A

BY ROBERT CARINGOLA

“For unto us a child is born, unto us 

a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and 

his name shall be called Wonderful, 

Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever-

lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the 

throne of David, and upon his king-

dom, to order it, and to establish it 

with judgment and with justice from 

henceforth even forever. The zeal of 

the LORD of hosts will perform this.” 

Isaiah 9:6-7

Scriptural and historical references 
for the true assertions in the article 
are found in The Present Reign of 
Jesus Christ. Reprint version 2017

“And she brought forth a man child, who 

was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: 

and her child was caught up unto God, and 

to his throne. And the woman fled into the 

wilderness, where she hath a place pre-

pared of God, that they should feed her 

there a thousand two hundred and three-

score days.”

—Revelation 12:5-6
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“And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders 

uttered their voices. And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to 

write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, “Seal up those things which the 

seven thunders uttered, and write them not.” Rev. 10:3-4

Here we have the tremendous challenge of Christ (the Lion of the Tribe of Judah), 

through the mouths of the Reformers, challenging the doctrines of Catholicism. Within 

14 days after Luther nailed his 95 theses to the church door at Wittenburg, all of 

Germany was aroused. And within 30 days all of Europe was so aroused that Rome 

was forced to reply. With this in mind, it is not difficult to interpret the “seven thunders” 

John hears answering the Lion’s roar. I will extract from B. W. Johnson’s The People’s New 

Testament With Notes:

SEVEN THUNDERS
An excerpt from: 

The Present Reign of 
Jesus Christ

By Robert Caringola

"Although through 
might (the pope) 
stopped the mouth 
of John Huss, God 
hath appointed 
the (printing) press 
to preach, whose 
voice the pope is 
never able to stop”   
by John Foxe - 
Book of Martyrs 
1563 .

“The seven thunders uttered their voices 

when the angel cried in loud voice. 

John was forbidden to record what they 

uttered. Certain facts will help us to 

understand what is meant. 1. The apos-

tate power which had taken away and 

closed the book of the New Testament 

was called the seven-hilled city, and is 

alluded to in Revelation as the woman 

that sat on seven mountains (17:9). 2. The 

word thunder has been constantly used to 

describe the threatening, blasphemous, 

and authoritative fulminations issued by 

the seven hilled power against its ene-

mies. To illustrate this, LeBas says in his 

life of Wycliff [sic], page 198: ‘The thun-

ders which shook the world when they 

issued from the seven hills, sent forth an 

uncertain sound, comparatively faint and 

powerless, when launched from a region 

of less devoted sanctity.’ These eccle-

siastical thunders derived their power 

from the fact that they were hurled from 

the seven-hilled city. Very appropriately 

the bulls and anathemas of Rome may 

then be called the seven thunders. It is 

a historic fact that the opening of the 

book by the Reformation called forth the 

loudest voices of the seven thunders. The 

anathemas that had been won to shake 

the nations were hurled at Luther and 

his supporters.

“John says that he was about to write 

what they uttered. His act was symbolic. 

He becomes himself a part of the sym-

bolism. His act shows that the voices of 

the seven thunders claimed a record as 

of divine authority. There was something 

uttered, and what was uttered was so 

presented that John was about to record 

it in the Word of God. Then he heard a 

voice from heaven which bade him seal 

up what was uttered and write it not. 

When we remember that the thunders 

that issued from the Vatican were regard-

ed by the nations as the voice of God, and 

that the pope claimed to be the vicar of 

Christ, we can understand the meaning of 

John’s symbolic purpose to record them 

as a part of the Word of God, and also 

that of the heavenly voice which forbade 

them to be written. It simply represents 

what did take place among the reformers. 

There was an open book offered to the 

world. This resulted in the voices of the 

thunders of the seven-hilled city. At first 

there was a disposition on the part even 

of Martin Luther, to listen to these thun-

ders as divine, but finally he committed 

the papal bull issued against his teach-

ings to the flames to be rejected and it 

was rejected by the Reformers.”
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WILLIAM TYNDALE
uring the 

Protestant 

Reformation, 

the Lord raised 

up a man whose work 

would reshape the founda-

tion of Western Civilization. 

William Tyndale was born in 

c. 1494 in Gloucestershire, 

England. He entered Oxford 

University at nine years old 

and received his Master’s 

Degree at twenty-one. 

Proficient in Greek, he was 

able to study Erasmus’s 

Greek New Testament. 

He could read and speak Hebrew, Greek, Latin, French, Italian, 

Spanish, German and his native English. Tyndale had an amiable 

personality and was known for a virtuous life. 

TYNDALE DEFIES POPERY

Tyndale published religious views which were heretical to the 

Roman Catholic Church and later by the Church of England. 

While a tutor in the family of Sir John Walsh, c. 1520, he encoun-

tered opposition from Catholic dignitaries. His espousal of the 

tenets of Martin Luther and the Reformation ostracized him from 

church leaders. When conversing with Tyndale, a priest infuriated 

him by saying; “we are better to be without God’s laws than the 

Pope’s.” Fervently, Tyndale retorted; “I defy the pope and all his 
laws. If God spare my life ere many years, I will cause the boy that 
drives the plow to know more of the Scriptures than you!” 

In translating the New Testament, discovered it risky to do so 

in England. He went to Cologne, Germany in 1524, but soldiers 

of the Holy Roman Empire raided the print shop. He fled with 

as many pages as he could to Worms where his translation was 

printed in 1525-26 with copies smuggled into England in bales 

of cotton. He was the first Bible translator to have his work 

printed on the Gutenberg press. 

England’s Archbishop of 

Canterbury launched a cam-

paign to buy copies of the 

Bible to destroy them by 

fire. Beside his Bible trans-

lations, Tyndale wrote; “The 

Obedience of a Christian” 

which was read by Ann 

Boleyn and favorably 

impressed her husband, 

King Henry VIII. Tyndale’s 

book “The Practice of 

Prelates” angered the King 

because of Tyndale’s stand 

against divorce. The King of 

England with Papal Rome 

and the Holy Roman Empire became Tyndale’s enemies.

BETRAYAL AND DEATH

By 1535 Tyndale engaged in public evangelistic work until he 

was betrayed by Henry Phillips, posing as a friend, who arranged 

for Tyndale’s arrest in Antwerp, Belgium. Tyndale suffered seclu-

sion in a dungeon prison in the castle of Vilvoorde for over six-

teen months, was tried and convicted for religious heresy, as an 

enemy of the English monarch and the Church of England.

Before his execution, Tyndale declared; “I call God to record that I 
have never altered, against the voice of my conscience, one syllable 
of His Word, nor would do, to this day if all the pleasures, honors 
and riches of this earth might be given me.” He was tied to the 

stake, strangled, and his body burned on October 6, 1536. Within 

three years in 1539, a copy of the English Bible was required to 

be in every Parish Church in England. Tyndale’s last prayer in his 

dying hour was; “Lord, open Thou the King of England’s eyes.” 

During the 45 year reign of protestant Queen Elizabeth (1558-

1603) in England’s Golden Age, the English language flourished 

resulting in the 1611 King James Bible which retained over 80% 

of Tyndale’s wording.

D
any words commonly used in America today such 

as Hillbillies and Rednecks have their origins in 

our Scottish roots. While the following two terms 

are associated today with the American South 

and southern culture, their origins are distinctly Scottish and 

Ulster-Scottish (Scots-Irish), and date to the mass immigration 

of Scottish Lowland and Ulster Presbyterians to America during 

the 1700’s.

HILLBILLY 

The origin of this American nickname for mountain folk in the 

Ozarks and in Appalachia comes from Ulster. Ulster-Scottish (the 

often incorrectly labeled “Scots-Irish”) settlers in the hill-country 

of Appalachia brought 

their traditional music 

with them to the new 

world, and many of their 

songs and ballads dealt 

with William, Prince of 

Orange, (1650-1702) 

a Protestant from 

The Netherlands, who 

defeated the Catholic 

King James II of the 

Stuart family at the 

Battle of the Boyne, 

near Dublin, Ireland in 

1690.

Supporters of King William were known as “Orangemen” and “Billy 

Boys” and their North American counterparts were soon referred 

to as “hillbillies”. It is interesting to note that a traditional song 

of the Glasgow Rangers football club today begins with the line, 

“Hurrah! Hurrah! We are the Billy Boys!” and shares its tune with 

the famous American Civil War song, “Marching Through Georgia”. 

REDNECK

The origins of this term Redneck are Scottish and refer to support-

ers of the National Covenant and The Solemn League and Covenant, 

or “Covenanters”, largely Lowland Presbyterians, many of whom 

would flee Scotland for Ulster (Northern Ireland) during persecu-

tions by the British Crown. The Covenanters of 1638 signed the 

National Covenant at Greyfriar’s Kirkyard at Edinburgh, and then in 

1641 which stated that Scotland desired the Presbyterian form of 

church government and would not accept the Church of England 

as its official state church.

Many Covenanters signed in their own blood and wore red pieces 

of cloth around their necks as distinctive insignia; hence the term 

“Red neck”, (rednecks) 

which became slang 

for a Scottish dissent-

er. One Scottish immi-

grant, interviewed by 

the author, remem-

bered a Presbyterian 

minister, one Dr. 

Coulter, in Glasgow in 

the 1940’s wearing a 

red clerical collar -- is 

this symbolic of the 

“rednecks”?

Since many Ulster-

Scottish settlers in 

America (especially the South) were Presbyterian, the term was 

applied to them, and then, later, their Southern descendants. One 

of the earliest examples of its use comes from 1830, when an 

author noted that “red-neck” was a “name bestowed upon the 

Presbyterians.” 

(Editor’s note: The above two terms are a direct result of dramatic 

events which transpired during the PROTESTANT REFORMATION.)

SCOTTISH
HILLBILLIES

M

AND REDNECKS

By Todd J. Wilkinson
Vice President,  
Celtic Society of the Ozarks

THE HATFIELD CLAN
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JOHN HUS
“I would not, for a chapel full of gold,  recede from the truth.”         

—John Hus

od stirred the spirit of a 

young Roman Catholic 

priest of Bohemia to pro-

claim the message of 

reform during a time of the most spiri-

tual darkness in Europe. John Hus was 

born in circa 1369 in Husinec, in today’s 

Czech Republic. The name Hus means 
“goose” which is a shortened form of 

Husinec.”

Born of peasant parents, Hus desired 

the priesthood to escape his poverty. He 

earned a master’s degree from Charles 

University in 1396 and became profes-

sor of theology at the university in 1398. 

Hus entered the priesthood in 1400 and 

pastored Prague Bethlehem Chapel. Hus 

read the writings of John Wycliffe, calling 

for reform in the practice and theology of 

the Church. King Richard II (1367-1400) 

of England married Anne, the sister of 

the King of Bohemia opening the door 

for Wycliffe’s writings to enter Bohemia.

 

Wycliffe’s writings awakened Hus to the 

unscriptural practices of Romanism. He 

said; “I desire to hold, believe and assert 

whatever is contained in Scripture as long 

as I have breath in me.” In 1405, Pope 

Innocent VII demanded that Hus’ writ-

ings be burned.

Hus denounced: 

1) Transubstantiation 

2) Subservience to the Pope

3) Unconditional obedience  

to earthly rulers 

4) Absolution by vicarious priests

5) Belief in saints

6) Simony

Hus denounced the selling of indulgenc-

es and was forced into exile.  The Pope 

summoned him to appear at a council in 

Constance, Germany in November 1414. 

His friends urged him not to attend. Holy 

Roman Emperor Sigismund and Pope 

John XXIII assured Hus a safe journey 

and fair treatment. Hus believed he 

would receive a fair hearing to present 

his views and return home safely. Instead 

he was arrested and placed in the dun-

geon prison in a Dominican Convent. 

The summer of 1415 he was tried and 

condemned as a religious heretic, taken 

to Constance Cathedral where church 

officials celebrated the Mass and read 

to him his sentence as he sat on a high 

stool. It read; “The Holy Council, having 

God only before its eyes, condemns John 

Hus to have been and to be a true, real and 

open heretic, the disciple not of Christ, but 

of John Wycliffe.” The bishops removed 

Hus’ vestments and placed upon his 

head a cap covered with pictures of the 

devil and committed his soul to hell. The 

council agreed; “We’ll cook his goose.” On 

the way to his execution he passed a 

churchyard where a bonfire was burning 

his books.

While tied to the stake with faggots 

around his body, Hus declared; “Today 

you will roast a lone goose, but one hun-
dred years from now you will hear a swan 
sing, whom you will leave unroasted and 
no trap or net will catch him for you.” 
These words came to pass when Martin 

Luther, an Augustinian priest, resisted 

the Pope and nailed his Ninety-Five 

Theses to the door of Wittenberg Castle 

Church of Germany on October 31, 

1517. 

As his body was being consumed by 

fire, Hus prayed; “Christ, thou son of the 

living God, have mercy on me. Lord Jesus, 

it is for Thee that I patiently endure this 

cruel death. I pray Thee to have mercy on 

my enemies.” John Hus, scholar, preacher, 

reformer and martyr was responsible 

for revealing the long hidden truths 

of God’s Word that would liberate the 

Western World from Rome’s spiritual 

darkness and control.

G

By Charles A. Jennings

The Reformation delivered England from 

gross religious ignorance and spiritual 

darkness. The religion of our English 

forefathers before the Reformation was 

a religion without knowledge, without 

faith, and without lively hope — a reli-

gion without justification, regeneration, and sanctification — a 

religion without any clear views of Christ and the Holy Ghost.

The Reformation delivered England from 

the most groveling, childish and supersti-

tious practice in religion. I allude espe-

cially to the worship of relics.

The Reformation delivered England from 

the degrading tyranny and swindling 

impostures of the Roman priesthood. In 

the last days of the Pope’s supremacy in 

this land, the laity were throughly “sat 

upon” by the clergy, and could hardly call 

their souls their own.

The Reformation delivered England from 

the worst plague that can afflict a nation; 

I mean the plague of unholiness and 

immorality among the clergy. The lives of 

the clergy, as a general rule, were simply 

scandalous, and the moral tone of the laity 

was naturally at the lowest ebb.

First and foremost we owe to the 

Reformation an English Bible, and liberty 

for every man, woman and child in the 

land to read it. With an English Bible came 

in the right and duty of private judgment, 

and the assertion of the great principle of 

our VIth Article, that “Holy Scripture contains all things needful to 

salvation,” and the only rule of faith and practice. Of all the agen-

cies which brought about the overthrow of Popery in this country, 

the translation of the Bible was the earliest and most powerful. 

The huge mass of rubbish was shoveled 

out of the way by the Reformers. People 

were taught that justification was by faith 

without the deeds of the law, and that 

every heavy-laden sinner on earth had a 

right to go straight to the Lord Jesus Christ 

for remission of sins, without waiting for Pope or priest, confes-

sion or absolution, masses or extreme unction. 

By John C. Ryle (1816-1900) 
Prominent Evangelical  

Anglican Bishop

2.

1.
5.

4.

WHAT DO WE OWE TO 
THE REFORMATION?

6.3.

You that are walking by faith 
and enjoying peace with God, by 
simple trust in the precious blood of 
Atonement, never forget that you owe 
this priceless privilege to the 
Reformation.
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uring the dark days of Rome’s 

control over the people of 

England, God anointed a man 

whose work would light a 

fire of Biblical reformation that has lasted 

to this very day.  John Wycliffe, known as 

the “Morning Star of the Reformation” at 

the predestined time in history was used 

of God to awaken the people of England 

to the truths of the Bible that had been 

hid from them for so long.  He began the 

work of Bible translation, the examination 

of many Roman dogmas and sent through-

out the country “poor priests” known as 

Lollards to preach the good news of sal-

vation by grace.  His work was the ‘break-
ing of the dawn’ of Gospel light over the 

people of Britain.

Wycliffe (c. 1329-1384 A. D.) was born in 

Hipswell of Yorkshire, England.  He attend-

ed Oxford University and later became 

master and remained connected with it 

the rest of his life.  While at Lutterworth 

Rectory he began to speak against the 

authority of the Pope and published his 

ideas in tracts and leaflets.  In 1377 he 

was summoned before the tribunal of the 

Bishop of London at St. Paul’s.  Wycliffe 

had strong support of the people while 

being condemned by the Pope.  He clearly 

denounced the sovereignty of the Pope 

while acknowledging the Bible as the only 

source of truth. 

Wycliffe Denounced:

1. The infallibility of both Pope and 

Council

2. Papal decrees not in agreement 

with Scripture

3. Transubstantiation

4. Purgatory

5. Clerical rulership over the Laity

In 1380 he enlisted a group of “poor priests,” 

known as Lollards as evangelists to proclaim 

his views throughout the land of Britain. 

D

THE “MORNING STAR” 
OF THE REFORMATION

“That pestilent and most wretched John 

Wycliffe, of damnable memory, a child of the 

old devil, and himself a child or pupil of Anti-

christ... crowned his wickedness by translating 

the Scriptures into the mother tongue!”

When he was prohibited from preaching by the Archbishop of 

London, Wycliffe retired to his Rectory and devoted himself to the 

first translation of the Bible into the English language in 1382 

and the promotion of his views in leaflets to be distributed to the 

common people.  His writings were repressed by Papal authority.  

Thirty one years after his death at the Council of Constance in 

1415, his books were ordered to be burned and his remains to be 

exhumed and burned.  This was carried out in 1428 by the order 

of Pope Martin V and his ashes were thrown into the River Swift.

Through the work of this man, God lit a spiritual fire throughout 

Britain and Europe to set the people free from the religious 

bondage of Papal Rome and her various spiritual heresies.

John Wycliffe wrote:

“Holy Scripture is the preeminent authority for every 

Christian, and the rule of faith.  Forasmuch as the Bible 

contains all that is necessary for salvation--it is necessary 

for all men, not for priests alone. It alone is the supreme 

law that is to rule the Church . . . without human traditions 

and statutes. Christ and His Apostles taught the people in 

the language best known to them. Therefore, the doctrine 

should not only be in Latin but in the common tongue. 

The laity ought to understand the faith and, as doctrines 

of our faith are in the Scriptures, believers should have 

the Scriptures in a language which they fully understand.”

WYCLIFFE
JOHN

THE CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY WROTE:
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“The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel.” —Isaiah 9:8

Through the Protestant Reformation, God’s Israel people were set free from the spiritual darkness of Papal Rome. John the Revelator describes 

two major events which became the hallmark of the rise of Christian Israel and the modern development of Western Civilization.

THE REVELATION OF THE MIGHTY ANGEL, WHO IS JESUS CHRIST — Rev. 10:1

Only Jesus is the Mediator of the New Covenant whereby we have access to God without the priests of Rome and the religion of ‘salvation 

by works.’ For 500 years God’s ministers have declared:

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also 

to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith.” 

—Romans 1:16-17

THE OPENING OF THE “LITTLE BOOK” Rev. 10:2, 8-11. In 1382, John Wycliffe translated the complete text of Scripture in the language of 

the common people of England. Later translations were produced until William Tyndale’s Bible was placed in English Parish Churches by 

Royal Decree in 1540. 

It was by Divine Providence, both in the method and the timing of the invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in 1450, to 

make available the rapid reproduction of the Word of God and volumes of religious writing from the pens of the Protestant Reformers. 

During the Protestant Reformation the “Little Book” was opened and the Word of God became available to masses throughout Western 

Europe and the British Isles.

“The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.”  Psa. 119:130

THE BATTLE CRY OF THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION:

THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH!!


