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Hope dims for N726bn 
East West Road project

Urban-
rural drift 
hits Abia as 
economy 
bites harder 

W
hen former 
President 
Olus egun 
Obasanjo 
a w a r d e d 

the contract for the East West 
Road project late in 2006 in 
the heat of violent agitations 
by youths of the Niger Delta, 
there was unending joy and 
euphoria in the oil-bearing 
region as the road held great 
promises. Beyond the social 
and economic importance of 
the road, Obasanjo conceived 
it as a means to quench the fire 
of militancy in the oil region.

A 675km dual-carriageway 
meant to open up the entire 
Niger Delta states, linking 
them one to another as well as 
with the industrialized South-
West region of Nigeria, the 

…10 years after, project remains uncompleted
...it’s 90% completed, says Niger Delta minister
...it’s abandoned - motorists

IGNATIUS CHUKWU
(With contributions from Aniefiok 
Udonquak, Uyo, Mike Abang, 
Calabar, & Mercy Enoch, Asaba)

Chukwuka Noah Akaeze 1, the Obi of Ubulu-Uku Kingdom in Aniocha South Local Government Area of Delta State (right), receives his staff 
of office from Kingsley Otuaro, deputy governor who represented Ifeanyi Okowa, governor of the state, at a ceremony held recently. Akaeze, 
18-year-old son of Edward Akaeze Ofulue III who was kidnapped and murdered last year, was swiftly crowned as the new monarch.

East West Road stretches from 
Calabar in Cross River State to 
Warri in Delta State, with an 
additional 23.9km included 
by former President Goodluck 
Jonathan to link Calabar with 
the oceanic town of Oron in 
Akwa Ibom State.

The road was conceived 
to link all major oil towns, 
beginning from Oron in Uyo 
to Calabar across Cross River 
and the Atlantic Ocean, up 
to Itu and Eket (Akwa Ibom), 
Port Harcourt and Ahoada 
(Rivers), Kaiama (Bayelsa), 
and Warri (Delta), up to Benin. 
From there, a traveller to Lagos 
would link up Okada Town 
(Edo), straight down to Ore, 
Sagamu, and then Lagos.

It was going to be a great 
relief to Niger Deltans because 
before the road was conceived, 
a traveller from the eastern 
wing of the Niger Delta would 
go through Aba, Owerri, Onit-

sha and Asaba before linking 
up to Benin and from there to 
Lagos or any other part of the 
South-West.

Ten years after, however, 
controversies still trail the 
project despite huge sums so 
far sunk into it. The project 
is far from completed even as 
road users lament the bad state 
of several sections of the road.

Hitches all the way
Obasanjo approved the 

EWR project in 2006 during 
a heated summit with youths 
of the Niger Delta. The youths 
had complained bitterly of 
neglect by the Federal Gov-
ernment, having seen won-
derful houses and roads in 
Abuja when they attended 
a Sani Abacha (for president) 
rally, and insisted thus to have 
something akin to that in their 
region.

But soon after Obasanjo 
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left office in 2007, many re-
alised that it was an empty 
award. The first problem dis-
covered was that the road had 
no design, and experts say it 
is impossible to execute any 
engineering project without a 
design that would lead to the 
project cost.

The next hitch was that the 
projected cost of the project, 
N211 billion, was not even 
captured in the 2007 budget, 
rendering it null and avoid 

since no such contract award 
could be realistic without bud-
getary cover.

When pressure mount-
ed on President Yar’Adua, 
Obasanjo’s successor, to act, 
he revealed that there was 
neither a design nor a budget 
to fall back on, despite the 
presence of a Ministry of Niger 
Delta Affairs created by his 
predecessor to manage the 
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road project. This seemed to 
cause shocks in the oil region. 
And the road was to wait 
through the harrowing days of 
the ailing president until a son 
of the region, Jonathan, came 
to power in 2011.  

From N211bn to N726bn
When Obasanjo awarded 

the road at the cost of N211 
billion in 2006, many cried 
foul, saying a normal kilometre 
of road would normally cost 
N20 million, and that since the 
road was 338km times two, it 
would amount to 676km and 
would cost N132 billion. They 
wondered if the terrain of the 
swampy region and bridges 
alone were enough to pump 
the cost to N211 billion.

When Jonathan, a son of 
the soil, became president, ex-
pectations were high that the 
EWR would become a reality. 
Soon after his victory in 2011, 
he revised the costs to N726 
billion, yet critics of Obasanjo’s 
N211 billion simply shut up. 
Officials of the Niger Delta 
Ministry said the cost reflected 
the designs which were absent 
in the 2006 contract sum.

But critics would eventu-
ally find the voice to query 
the cost, describing the multi-
billion naira East-West Road as 
a conduit pipe for corruption. 
The Senate Committee on 
Niger Delta Affairs had also, 
on several occasions, sought 
clarifications on the award of 
the contract.

A northern-based news-
paper, which looked back on 
EWR project costs, reported 
thus: “On August 18, 2011, 
the FEC approved N245.9 bil-
lion as augmentation sum for 
Sections I, II-I and II-II of the 
East-West Road contracted to 
Messrs Setraco Nigeria Limit-

have been deceived with this 
white elephant project. What 
it would cost to complete that 
project is not more than one 
month crude oil,” he said.

On social media, the project 
is also a hot-button issue. Com-
ments gleaned from social me-
dia discussions of the project 
are as interesting as they are 
eye-poppin.

“Section II is from Port 
Harcourt to the beginning of 
Akwa Ibom and from there 
to Oron. Eket-Oron Road isn’t 
dualised. Gitto only scratched 
some part and overlay with 
asphalt,” said a discussant.

“That explains a lot. Adjust-
ments of over 100% increase 

Hope dims for N726bn...
Continued from  page  1

ed. The contract sum of Section 
I (Warri-Kaiama) in Delta State 
was revised from N64.1bn to 
N112.16bn; Section II-I (Port-
Harcourt-Ahoada-Kaiama) 
in Rivers State from N29.9bn 
to N48.9bn; and Section II-II 
(Ahoada-Kaiama) in Rivers/
Bayelsa States from N44.8bn 
to N84.759bn. A sum of N671 
million was on October 24, 
2012 approved for the contract 
for consultancy services for 
the engineering design of the 
extension of the East-West 
Road (Section IV) from Oron 
in Akwa Ibom State to Calabar 
in Cross River State awarded to 
Messrs Siraj Nigeria Limited. 
In 2014 alone, a total sum of 
N479.2 billion was approved 
for the project. On October 22, 
a sum of N165.25bn was ap-
proved for the construction of 
Phase I, Section V of the road 
from Uyo/Oron Roundabout 
in Akwa Ibom State to Calabar-
Odukpani Road in Calabar, 
Cross Rivers State, awarded to 
Messrs China Civil Engineer-
ing & Construction Company 
(CCECC).

“The FEC also approved 
N269.383 billion as ‘revised 
estimated total cost 2’ for the 
variation of engineering con-
struction contracts for the 
dualisation of the East-West 
Road, Section I (Warri-Kaiama) 
in Delta State and Section II: 
Subsection II-I (Port Harcourt 
to Ahoada) in Rivers State and 
Subsection II-II (Ahoada-Kai-
ama) in Rivers/Bayelsa States 
awarded to Messrs Setraco 
Nigeria Limited. On November 
12, 2014, a sum of N43.9 billion 
was approved for the upgrad-
ing of the 15km of the Section 
III of the road: Port Harcourt, 
from Eleme Junction to Onne 
Port Junction in Rivers State, 

awarded to Messrs Reynolds 
Construction Nigeria Lim-
ited. The Federal Executive 
Council, on December 3, 2014, 
approved N661.33 million for 
engineering supervision of the 
construction of Section V of 
the road (Oron-Calabar), Phase 
I in Akwa Ibom/Cross River 
States, awarded to Messrs Siraj 
Nigeria Limited. The former 
Minister of Niger Delta, Oru, 
had late last year disclosed that 
the East-West Road, initially 
scheduled for completion in 
December 2013, had to be 
shifted to the first quarter of 
2015 because of inadequate 
funding. These sums give a 
total of N726bn.”

A project that never ends
Despite its huge cost, the 

realization of the EWR has 
remained a pipedream. A 
product of violent agitation, 
the road seems to be the most 
controversial road project 
in Nigeria. The portion from 
Calabar (Cross River) to Itu 
(Akwa Ibom) seems the most 
pathetic. It appears that that 
portion was never awarded 
at any point in time; it has 
totally collapsed. Travelling 
from Calabar to the rest of the 
oil region stopped completely 
as the governor of Cross River 
State, Ben Ayade, a professor of 
environmental studies, testi-
fied last week. The economy 
of the state anchored on farm 
produce and stone crushing 
simply collapsed too, until 
few weeks back when Ibim 
Semenitari, Ag. MD/CEO of 
Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC), marched 
down with her directors.

Costs apart, the EWR pro-
duced two earth-shattering 
incidents. One was the verbal 
spa between former Rivers 

State Governor Amaechi and 
Godsday Orubebe, then a 
minister, over the Federal 
Government’s apparent inac-
tion on the all-important road. 
The other was the death of 
the mother of the first lady in 
July 2013 in a ghastly motor 
accident blamed on the condi-
tion of the Emuohua section of 
that road.

Thereafter, work seemed 
to have speeded up on that 
section, but many other sec-
tions have remained a sad 
story, according to Nigerians 
who travel on it. Those in Cross 
River say no part has been 
touched, while the section 
from Port Harcourt to Onne 
has remained a case study 
despite some work done at the 
instance of Governor Nyesom 
Wike.   

But the cry seems louder 
in Delta State than in Calabar. 
At Asaba, Boniface Ezeigwe, 
chairman of Motor Spare 
Parts Union in the capital 
city of Delta State, narrated to 
BDSUNDAY how the road is. 

“From Okwe Junction, the 
road is terribly bad. People la-
ment of how they suffer when 
they are travelling to Lagos. 
They lament how they spend 
three to four hours at that 
spot [Okwe Junction]. Buhari 
should do something to fix 
that road. Armed robbery in-
cidents abound there but God 
has been helping our members 
because we convey our wares 
through waybills and as such 
we are not physically present 
with the goods,” Ezeigwe said.  

“The problem is that with 
the bad state of the road and 
wastage of manpower, there 
is huge economic loss on that 
road because delay is danger-
ous. If the vehicle carrying the 

goods stays longer than neces-
sary, it may equally affect the 
goods. Government should 
fast-track the dualization of 
that road,” he said.

Diamond Emuobor, a bish-
op and chairman, Christian 
Association of Nigeria (CAN), 
Ughelli North LGA, believes 
that the East-West Road proj-
ect is a hoax. 

“It is a deception to the 
South-South region. Reason 
is since it was awarded, many 
other road projects awarded 
in other parts of the country 
have been completed and put 
into use,” Emuobor said.

“But the South/South re-
gion, the Niger Delta, which 
is the economic hub of Nige-
ria, has been neglected and 
I can say the Niger Deltans 

Structure
Section 1: Warri (Delta)–
Kaiama (Bayelsa)
Section 2: Kaiama–Port Harcourt
Section 3: Port–Akwa Ibom
Section 4: Zero Zero–Onne Port
Section 5: Oron–Calabar 
(23.9km added by Jonathan)
Distance: 338km (dual carriage
way   676km) from Oron/
Calabar to Warri
Oron section 23.9km (partly 
funded by China Exim  Bank
Contractors: Reynolds 
Construction Company (RCC), 
Setraco, CCECC

Financials:
1.   N211bn by Obasanjo in 2006
2.   N725.77bn revised by 
Jonathan from 2011–2014
3.   N245.9bn for Sections 1, 2 on 
Aug 18, 2011 to Setraco
4. N112.16bn from N64.1bn 
 for Warri–Kaiama
5. N48.9bn from N29.9bn for 
PH–Kaiama
6. N84.75bn from N44.8bn 
for Ahoada–PH
7. N671m in October 2012 for 
consultancy to Suraj Nig Ltd
 for Oron section
8. N479.2bn approvals in 2014
9. N165.25bn in October 2012 
for Phase 1 (v) to CCECC
10. N269.38bn revised cost for 
Warri–Kaiama–Ahoada to Setraco
11. N43.9bn upgrade of 15km 
PH–Onne in Nov 2014
N661.33m engineering 
supervision job on Oron–
Calabar Dec 3, 2014

L-R:  Ada Odoemena, marketing assistant, StarTimes; Patrick Atuanya, senior analyst, BusinessDay;  Zebulon 
Agomuo, editor, BDSUNDAY; Israel Bolaji, Corporate Affairs Manager, StarTimes, and Uzoamaka Anagor-Ewuzie, 
senior correspondent, BusinessDay during the presentation of a decoder to BusinessDay by StarTimes recently.

Continues on page 3
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Lead by example, cut your allowances, 
angry Nigerians tell Buhari, APC

A
ngered by Presi-
dent Muham-
madu Buhari’s 
recent comments 
to the effect that 

change begins with the people, 
many Nigerians have asked the 
president and officials of his All 
Progressives Congress (APC) to 
publicly declare their allow-
ances and cut the excesses in 
the spirit of change.

President Buhari had said 
recently during the inaugura-
tion of the national re-orienta-
tion campaign tagged ‘Change 
Begins With Me’ that “our 
citizens must realise that the 
change they want to see begins 
with them”.

“If you have not seen the 
change in you, you cannot see 
it in others or even the larger 
society,” he had said, adding 
that “most Nigerians are no 
longer honest, hardworking 
and godly which has made 
many things to go wrong”.

John Orewhere, head, De-
partment of Political Science, 
Auchi Polytechnic, Auchi, 
Edo State, said for the current 
slogan to be taken seriously, 
President Buhari, Finance 
Minister Kemi Adeosun and 
every other appointee of the 
president should forego their 
salaries and allowances, drasti-
cally reduce unnecessary over-
seas’ trips and tell Nigerians 
what is saved as a result and 
what government intends to 
do with it.

The lecturer who accused 
the Adeosun-led economic 
management team of short-
sightedness, told BDSUNDAY 
that President Buhari should 
first tell Nigerians what has 
happened to the Excess Crude 
Account, since some state gov-
ernors are silent over the ac-
count, unlike they did during 

the administration of former 
President Goodluck Jonathan. 

“They have been telling 
us lies about the real state of 
the economy. They have been 
telling Nigerians that they are 
in charge of the economy. It is 
now obvious that the APC-led 
FG is missing it as far as the Ni-
gerian economy is concerned. 
Now they are telling us that 
change begins with the masses 
who are already suffering,” 
he said.

“What is on ground to show 
that the government is cutting 
its excesses? All the jets in the 
presidential fleet are still intact. 
The allowances of government 
officials are still intact. Secu-
rity vote for serving governors 
is still intact. Life pensions 
for retired governors of other 
politicians who held appointed 
positions are still intact, and 
yet Buhari’s government says 
change begins with Nigerians,” 
he said. 

Also enraged by the APC 
new slogan of change, a senior 

lecturer, School of Communi-
cation, Lagos State University 
(LASU), who pleaded anonym-
ity for fear of victimization, said 
following the latest trend in the 
oil industry, President Buhari 
should as a matter of saving 
money for the country lead the 
austerity campaign by cutting 
down drastically the number 
of aircrafts in his Presidential 
Fleet and be ready to sanction 
any serving minister who goes 
about wasting the nation’s 
resources with frivolous hiring 
of chartered aircraft.

“From the number of Senior 
Special Assistants who will also 
have many Special Assistants, 
up to the salary and wages 
should be cut down. They 
should lead by example. You 
cannot be talking to us about 
attitude when you are living 
in opulence. The Senators and 
House of Representatives mem-
bers’ salaries and allowances 
are bogus,” he told BD SUNDAY.

“With the current trend in 

the oil market globally, Nige-
rians should also be demand-
ing for part-time legislature 
(where payments are made 
based on the number of sit-
tings). At the moment, whether 
our legislators sit or not, they 
will still get their allowances. 
How can legislators be having 
bogus salaries when the Nige-
rian economy is in recession? 
Nigerians should take to the 
streets to demand pay cut from 
government officials whether 
federal or state,” he said.

Wale Salami, media co-
ordinator, Coalition Against 
Corrupt Leaders (CACOL), reit-
erated the need for the slashing 
of allowances and salaries of 
elected public officials as the 
economic situation bites harder 
with its attendant pains on 
Nigerians.

Referring to recent media 
reports that members of the 8th 
National Assembly alone have 
received a total of N6.78bn as 
salaries and allowances in the 
past one year despite economic 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

after award of contract makes 
you wonder if they actually 
do feasibility studies before 
commencing on contract ex-
ecution. There’s always allow-
ance for error within ±12% but 
when it is 100%, then a lot of 
water has passed under the 
bridge,” said another.

Yet another citizen said, “I 
tell you brother, I drove all the 
way from Port Harcourt to 
Lagos on that road some weeks 
ago and it was a pleasurable 
ride, save for some parts of 
Bayelsa and Mbiama.”

This got an instant reaction 
from a critic who said, “I guess 

it’s not the same East West 
Road I ply almost every two 
months. I am plying that road 
next weekend. By then I shall 
confirm this your big, big talk.”

“N1bn per kilometre when 
an average road cost is below 
N200 million per kilometre,” 
said another discussant re-
garding the cost of the project.

Our correspondent in 
Akwa Ibom, however, reports 
that that section of the EWR 
project is going on smoothly.

“Work on sections of the 
East West Road in Akwa Ibom 
State has attained 70 percent 
completion with only a few 

kilometres left untouched 
though,” an official of the Fed-
eral Ministry of Works con-
firmed in an interview with 
BDSUNDAY in Uyo, the Akwa 
Ibom State capital.

The official who did not 
want his name in print stated 
that work was delayed on oth-
er sections due to “security and 
environmental challenges”.

The Akwa Ibom section 
begins at the boundary with 
Rivers State and spans several 
kilometres going through Ikot 
Abasi, Onna, Eket and Oron 
LGAs of the state.

BDSUNDAY checks show 
that work has also been com-
pleted on sections of the road 
from Rivers State to Akwa 
Ibom State and these sections 
have already been put to use. 
For instance, the Ikot Abasi 

section through Eket to Onna 
LGA has been completed and 
is being used by motorists and 
business travellers. These sec-
tions were majorly handled 
by Reynolds Construction 
Company.

Our findings also show 
that work on a bridge across 
the Qua Iboe River in Eket 
LGA stopped after the major 
concrete work was done. Con-
tractors have returned to the 
site of the bridge with their 
equipment several times but 
have also pulled out as often 
without completing the bridge.

It was gathered that a sec-
tion of the road from Oron, a 
coastal town in Akwa Ibom 
State that would link it with 
Cross River State through a 
bridge, has yet to commence, 
though the design for the 

bridge has been completed.
In the Eket area, part from 

lack of funds, there was also 
the issue of the redesign of 
a section of the road in Eket 
town due to the number of 
houses affected in the origi-
nal design which also caused 
a considerable delay in the 
execution of the project.

It was gathered that while 
the Ministry of Niger Delta Af-
fairs insisted on a new design 
to avoid the payment of com-
pensation to a huge number of 
property owners affected by 
the construction of the road, 
the community insisted that 
the original plan should be 
strictly adhered to.

No hope yet
Many had expected that 

the project would have been 
completed under Jonathan, 

a son of the soil. But in view 
of Jonathan’s exit without 
completing the project, cou-
pled with declining financial 
fortunes from oil, many now 
wonder whether the road 
would ever be completed. 
The worst hit seems to be the 
Oron-Calabar section which 
is yet to start, even though 
the NDDC said it was offering 
palliatives on the Calabar axis 
pending the full action of the 
Federal Government. It is also 
believed that completing the 
Rivers and Ughelli axis could 
at least link the road up from 
Benin to Uyo.

M a ny  w h o  s p o ke  t o 
BDSUNDAY, however, say in 
order to complete the EWR, 
there may be need for a probe 
first of all, which may open 
another can of worms.

Hope dims...
Continued from page 2

turmoil, he said the remunera-
tion packages which includes 
are outrageous considering the 
present prevailing economic 
situation of the country.

This pay package includes 
annual salaries, accommoda-
tion, vehicle maintenance, do-
mestic staff, and entertainment 
and utilities allowances.

“As a matter of fact, their re-
munerations had hitherto been 
outrageous and unfair, and 
that is why the strident calls to 
slash the bogus remuneration 
of elected public officials as a 
way of reducing the cost of 
governance have been a public 
outcry for long.

“The allowances include 
constituency allowances, an-
nual leave allowance, hardship 
allowance, wardrobe, news-
papers and responsibilities 
allowances, etc. The reports 
show that Senators receive 
N2.02 million annually, while 
a member of House of Repre-
sentative gets N1.98 million. 

The basic salary of the Senate 
President is N2.48 million,” he 
told BDSUNDAY.

He lamented that the bogus 
allowances are being enjoyed 
by not just the National As-
sembly members but also by 
all other elected public officials 
with minimal differentials in 
what accrues to them gener-
ally, saying that the unfair-
ness and insensitivity to the 
majority that are wallowing in 
economic pangs in the country 
are clearly reflecting in the 
unwillingness of the political 
class to abandon greed and 
selfishness as required by the 
economic realities.

“In 2012, following eco-
nomic challenges and expedi-
ency of the social needs of the 
people of Senegal in terms of 
priorities, Senegalese lawmak-
ers, who were divided between 
a 150-seat National Assembly 
and a 100-seat Senate, voted to 
do away with the Senate and 
passed a law which dissolved 
the institution in order to save 
an estimated $15 million. This 
was a decision intended to 
curb government spending and 
spend more on the ordinary 
Senegalese,” he said.

He held that if truly Nigeria 
was in serious economic crisis, 
now is the time to cut the cost 
of governance at all levels, 
adding that government must 
demonstrate truly the interest 
of the poor masses is a priority 
beyond personal ostentatious 
living of a few amidst a vast 
majority who are living in 
penury.

“Government must move 
beyond excuses, rhetoric and 
repeated failed promises. That 
is the only way that govern-
ment can lead by example and 
express in reality its claim that 
it understands the pains of the 
masses,” he said.
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 IGNATIUS CHUKWU

PZ spends N115m to upgrade 
Nigerian universities’ 

I
n line with the Federal 
government’s efforts 
to keep pace with the 
twenty-first Century 
development, in pro-

viding a robust and vi-
brant Science, Technology 
and innovation (STI)policy 
as the bedrock for national 
development, PZ Cussons 
has committed a total of 
N115m for e quipment 
and logistics upgrade of 
three Laboratories across 
three Nigeria universities 
to encourage researchers 
undertake market and 
demand-driven research.

Chief Executive Officer 
of PZ Cussons, Christos 
Giannopoulos stated this at 
the commissioning of the 
state- of- the- art Labora-
tory Equipment donated 
by PZ Cussons plc to up-
grade the Chemical

Engineering Labora-
tory of Modibbo-Adama 
University of Technology 
(MAUTECH), Yola, Ad-
amawa at the weekend.

He said the gesture is 
in fulfillment of the MOU 
signed 15 months ago with 
NOTAP, and the three ben-
efitting institutions has 
started yielding result as 
the upgraded MAUTECH 
Chemical Laboratory was 
commissioned, adding that 
his Company is involved 
with supporting research 
and education as part of its 
Corporate Social responsi-
bility having assessed the 
myriad of problems in the 
sector.

Giannopoulos further 
revealed that in the last 
few years, the company 
has built and donated 30 
blocks of classrooms fully 
fitted with furniture at 
various locations in the 
country and have in ad-
dition to

that, rehabilitated li-
braries, kitchens, assembly 
halls, as well as adminis-
trative blocks. He said the 
endeavor was mutually 
beneficial as for a company 
to develop a market strat-
egy; it relies extensively on

consumer insights to 
understand the needs and 
wants of the consumers.

He said that formula-
tion of product involves 
laboratory research there-
fore upgrading Nigerian 
University Laboratories 

was very crucial
as solutions to the com-

pany’s production chal-
lenges could come from 
the Nigerian Universities.

He therefore  chal-
lenged the students and 
staff of the institution to 
maximize the benefit of 
the state-of-the-art Labo-
ratory Equipment.

The Minister of science 
and technology, Ogbon-
naya Onu in his address re-
iterated the commitment 
of present administration 
of President Muhammadu 
Buhari, in ensuring that 
Nigeria does not remain a

technology consumer 
nation, but a technology 
producing nation, hence 
the need to vigorously 
implement its STI policy.

He recalled that the 

 OYIN AMINU ABUJA

journey towards donation 
of the Laboratory Equip-
ment to MAUTECH and 
two other Institutions by 
PZ started with a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
with the National Office 
for Technology Acquisi-
tion and Promotion (NO-
TAP), one of the seventeen 
parastatals

under the Federal Min-
istry of Science and Tech-
nology.

He expressed delight 
at healthy synergy that 
exists between the gov-
ernment, private sectors 
and the academia in the 
landmark achievement 
and called on other mul-
tinationals operating in 
Nigeria to

emulate the kind ges-
ture of PZ Cussons as a 

way of giving back to the 
community.

‘Nigeria cannot con-
tinue to be an import de-
pendent nation; other-
wise we will continue to 
strengthen the economy of 
other countries by giving 
away jobs that are meant 
for Nigerian citizens. Ni-
geria must

move from resource 
based to a knowledge 
based economy in order 
to be globally competitive,” 
he said

The Director General 
of NOTAP, Dan Azumi 
Ibrahim in his address said 
PZ Cussons Nigeria plc is 
one of the multinational 
companies operating in

Nigeria with a keen and 
sufficient commitment to 
the technological devel-
opment of the country 
through several educa-
tional intervention

programmes in Prima-
ry, Secondary and Tertiary 
Institutions.

The commissioning of 
the upgraded Chemical 
Laboratory of the Mod-
ibbo Adama University of 
Technology he noted is in 
fulfillment of

c ommitment by PZ 
who is equally upgrading 
chemistry laboratory of 
University of Calabar and 
the chemical laboratory of 
National Research

Institute for Chemi-
cal Technology (NARICT), 
Zaria.

The two laboratories 
which are near comple-

tion and may be ready for 
commissioning in the next 
two months. He pointed 
out that PZ is committing 
a total of N115 million for 
equipment and logistics to

upgrade the three Labo-
ratories.

Ibrahim said Nigeria 
would be more recog-
nised and respected in 
the comity of nations if 
our knowledge industry 
is giving the world global 
products coming from her 
indigenous research and 
development efforts.

He added that technol-
ogy is a product of research 
and research is being car-
ried out by the academia 
therefore, there was need 
to equip Nigerian Uni-
versity laboratories so as 
to encourage researchers 
undertake market and 
demand-driven research.

He thanked PZ Cussons 
for showing a high sense 
of responsibility to the 
Nigerian nation through 
this type of strategic part-
nership, adding that it is 
through such partnership 
that Nigeria will be able to

transform knowledge 
into socio-economic solu-
tions and assets that will 
bring about sustained na-
tional development.

Earlier in his address, 
the Vice Chancellor of 
the University, Prof. Kyari 
Mohammed expressed 
appreciation to NOTAP 
and PZ for the gesture 
and promised that the 
equipment would be put 
to proper use.

Human capital:
Ekama Akpan: Secrets of grass-to-grace education feats in Egi oil community

F
or Emilia Ekama Akpan, 
national vice president of 
the Manufacturers Asso-
ciation of Nigeria (MAN, 

south-east/south-south), founder 
& chief executive officer (CEO) of 
Showers International Schools 
(Showers Group), success comes 
only when a child in her laps has 
grown from infancy through her 
schools to a position of success 
in a chosen field of endeavour 
anywhere in the world.

Akpan, who turns 64 years 
today Sunday, 18, 2016, is a 
staunch believer in the theory 
of education as best weapon 
for survival and growth. For oil 
communities where agitation 
has turned violence into a way 
of life, she believes that education 
of the youths in some of the best 
schools could do the magic.

 
She has worked with Total 

(E&P) to test-run the idea of 
giving oil community brains in 
public primary schools equal 
opportunity with children of 
the rich in a top school such as 
Showers International (Second-
ary School) in Port Harcourt and 
the result seems amazing; now 
the Egi community boys and girls 
have shaken the world with their 
brains, not guns.

She said the Egi project was to 
fulfil her husband’s yearning to 
help equip the youths of Egi com-
munity (Egba/Egbema/Ndoni 
local council areas of Rivers State) 
with sustainable education, to 
give them a good head-start for 
jobs even outside their commu-
nity. This, it is hoped, would also 
help stabilize the community 
in terms of job creation. So far, 
52 have graduated from the Ivy 
school.

Today, the first group of the 
CDY students are now in various 

universities in different courses, 
some going to fourth year.  “They 
are doing well, with an average of 
2.1.  Some are of the Vice Chancel-
lors’ lists, like Promise Emeri with 
a 4.72/5 average, and Chilem 
Emeri, best in his Department, 
studying International Business, 
ranking high on the Dean’s list 
with presently 4.23 average.”

The war experience seems to 
have honed Akpan’s determina-
tion to face life as a war and make 
her students do same. “Most 
of Showers students are very 
competitive as we teach them 
to dig deep and go out and break 
the barriers.”

As she sits back at 64 with 
family and loved ones, Ekama, 
as she is popularly called, believes 
that the numerous brains her 
schools (nursery, primary and 
secondary) have moulded into 
top brains in some of the best 
institutions of higher learning, 

are a testimony to her lifelong 
endeavour to change the world 
through education.

Akpan is a caring mother, an 
outstanding educationist, a mo-
tivational activist, an outstand-
ing entrepreneur, a committed 
philanthropist, and a devout 
Christian. The Civil seemed 

to shape her notion of life and 
built the urgency in her steps to 
greatness where success is the 
only option. The sounds of war 
seem around the corner again 
and this great achiever seems 
to gather her loins once again, 
to make a difference while the 
opportunity is there.

She was 15 when the Ni-
gerian civil war started but by 
the end of it, she was an ‘old 
woman’, forced to maturity by 
circumstance of perseverance, 
with scars of the war experience, 
but with determination to help 
others as some strangers helped 
her to secure her safety and 
change her horizon concerning 
imparting lives positively. “The 
late Obong, Tom Obot, and the 
professor, Chukuka Okonjo, 
are part of the memory of the 
period.  They helped shape my 
life thereafter”.

All through life, Akpan’s 
burning desire has been to fight 
battle with education and to 
help others do so. As early as 
1972, in her Itigidi village in 
Abi local council area of today’s 
Cross River State, she and few 
others organised holiday les-
sons for less-privileged ones in 
their midst. 
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Lasun tasks Nigerians on 
career development before 
delving into politics

D
eputy Speaker 
of the House 
of Represen-
tatives, Sulai-
mon Yussuff 

Lasun, has admonished 
Nigerians to develop 
themselves in their areas 
of specialisation before 
delving into politics. 

Lasun explained that 
self development is key 
to nation’s growth rather 
than involving in politics 
with the sole aim of steal-
ing government money 
which could be taken 
away at any time when 
it is discovered as an ill-
gotten wealth. 

The lawmaker, who 
described Senator Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, All Pro-
gressives Congress elder 
statesman as a great man 
who made his money 
before going into poli-
tics, said: “That is why 

it would be difficult for 
him to go down any time 
he quits politics, he has 
stable source of income, 
he never depends on poli-
tics for survival unlike 
some politicians that go 
down immediately they 
are no longer in politics or 
power.”

The Deputy Speaker, 
while speaking at the Il-
eya fiesta organised by 
Afeez Muslim Organisa-
tion in Osogbo, Osun State 
where Shiek Buhari Omo 
Musa gave sermon on self 
righteousness, urged Ni-
gerian youths to develop 
themselves and excel in 
their areas of endeavour 
but not to depend solely 
on politicians.

Lasun, who was prac-
tically responding to the 
appeal made by the Shiek 
Omo Musa on good gov-
ernance, said that it is 
unfortunate that most Ni-
gerians do not know what 
governance is all about.

“It is true that some 
leaders are bad but the 
major problem confront-
ing the nation is the way 
people perceive gover-
nance, they think that 
government should do 
everything for them, 
whereas, in the real sense 
of it, people are supposed 
to be driving the economy 
of the country.

“Over-dependence of 
the people on the govern-
ment is what is affecting 
our economy, until people 
wake up from their slum-
ber and realise that it is 
not business as usual, the 
situation will remain and 
this will not augur well for 
everybody.

“People run after politi-
cians for the immediate 
gains even when they 
organise skills acquisition 
programme and try to em-
power them, they prefer 
to sell off the equipment 
given to them for a token,” 
he observed.

Delta community renews call 
for manhunt of monarch’s killers

T
he people of Ubulu-
Uku, a town in An-
iocha South Local 
Government Area of 

Delta State, having mourned 
the death of the last mon-
arch, Edward Akaeze Ofulue 
III, the Obi of the land, has 
enthroned the deceased’s 
18 year-old son to succeed 
his father. But security and 
economic issues topped the 
demands of the people as 
Delta State Government of-
ficially presented Staff of 
Office to the new king, Obi 
Chukwukah Noah Akaeze I. 

At the ceremony which 
took place Monday last week 
at the king’s palace in Ubulu-
Uku, the people demanded 
for conclusive investigation 
into the gruesome murder of 
the monarch.

 The monarch, who was 
abducted on the Obior/ Igbo-
do Road along with his driver 
on January 5, was discovered 
to have been killed days later. 

The decomposing body of the 
monarch was found in a bush 
near Umunede, close to the 
boundary between Edo and 
Delta states .

What seems to pain Ubu-
lu-Uku people the more is the 
fact that those involved in 
the conspiracy of the murder 
were yet be visited by the 
law. With the enthronement 
of the new king, it seems the 
mourning period is over but 
huge outcry revealed their 
hearts as still heavy because 
the high profile murder is yet 
to be fully investigated.

After receiving the Staff 
of Office, the new Obi, Chuk-
wukah Noah Akaeze I, stated 
thus: “I thank Delta Govern-
ment, the Federal Govern-
ment and all the agencies that 
are involved in the investi-
gations of the conspiracies 
that led to the kidnapping 
and murder of my father. I 
hope that these investiga-
tions would continue to their 
logical conclusion whereby 
whoever is involved in this 
dastardly act are all arrested 

and brought to judgment.”
 Continuing, the young 

king said: “I also thank the 
state government for the 
confidence reposed in me in 
granting me the staff of office 
in recognition of my succes-
sion to throne of our fathers. 
As I continue with obscurity 
of my father, I appeal to the 
people of the kingdom to 
remain calm and united in 
the interest of peace and obe-
dience to law and order. As I 
mount the throne of our land, 
I call all Ubulu-Uku people 
in Ubulu-Uku Clan to live in 
peace with one another and 
work very hard for future 
development of our land.”

He emphasised the need 
for a strong security system 
in the community such that 
the people could live in peace 
in their relationship with 
the government even as he 
pledged the loyalty of his 
kingdom and the people’s 
readiness to uphold the poli-
cies of the government which 
he said would benefit the 
generality of the people.

IGNATIUS CHUKWU & MERCY 
ENOCH (ASABA)

As 18-year-old son of murdered monarch ascends throne:
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Professor Johnbull counsels 
on proper public sanitation

T
his week’s edition 
of p opular TV 
comedy drama 
series, Professor 
Johnbull, spon-

sored by grandmasters of 
data, Globacom, treated the 
issue of poor sanitation and 
the need for all to keep the 
environments clean at all 
times.   

The intrigue started 
when Efosa (OC Ukeje ) 
came to Professor Johnbull 
and  informed him of the 
arrest of his son, Churchill 
(Junior Pope) by council 
officials on the allegation of 
littering Enugu streets with 
Okpa leaves.

On hearing this, Pro-
fessor Johnbull headed 
straight to the state sanita-
tion taskforce office where 
he expressed his disgust 
with Churchill for not mea-
suring up to expectation. 

In his usual style, Profes-
sor Johnbull condemned 
the act of dirtying the 
streets and living in an 
unclean environment. He 
reprimanded Churchill 
for going four Kilometers 
away from home to mix 
with “Urchins, itinerants, 
never-do-well, vagabonds 
and wanderers,” just in an 
attempt to buy Okpa.

Still facing Churchill, 
he stated further “Thank 
heavens; thank Efosa who 
came to tell me, if he had 
given me the full details of 

the transactions, I would 
have left you to decay till 
evening”. Speaking later, he 
added, “you deserved to be 
locked up for a week for be-
ing found in a filthy place.”

The Professor later met 
with the trio of Olaniyi, 
whose Nkwobi shop was 
also sealed for not provid-
ing toilet facilities, Samson 
(Ogus Baba) and Mai Doya 
(Funky Mallam), whose 
premises were also found 
untidy, and counseled them 
on the need for proper sani-
tation at all times. He asked 
Olaniyi, “Why did you not 
provide toilet in your gas-
tronomic laboratory “and 
to Samson and Mai Doya, 
he said, “The health inspec-
tors found your premises in 
appalling and horrendous 

state”.
He enlightened them on 

the need for their customers 
to properly dispose dirt after 
transactions in their shops, 
thus keeping the environ-
ment clean.

Olaniyi who did not 
abide by the sanitation ad-
vice and counseling by Pro-
fessor Johnbull was later ar-
rested by sanitation officers 
in front of Professor’s house 
for littering the entrance of 
the house.

Professor Johnbull later 
visited him in the task-
force’s custody but refused 
to bail him, saying that he 
did not learn from his first 
experience and he paid 
dearly for it.

The erudite Professor 
rounded off by canvass-

ing for proper disposal of 
wastes, adding that wastes 
not properly disposed con-
stitute environmental pol-
lution which in turn affects 
the health of the people.

“Let’s form a habit not to 
litter and we will be happy 
with a clean and fresh envi-
ronment, and when visitors 
come around, we will be 
happy to show them around 
our city full of healthy peo-
ple,” the erudite Professor 
concluded.

Entitled “Mobile Dust-
bin”, the drama series came 
on air on Tuesday on NTA 
Network, NTA Internation-
al on DSTV Channel 251 and 
NTA on StarTimes at 8.30 
p.m. and was repeated at 
the same time, on the same 
stations on Friday.

Nigeria needs solutions, not promises, says Akalamudo

P
resident Muham-
madu Buhari has 
been advised to 
assemble econom-

ic experts in the country 
to proffer solution to the 
economic quagmire, in 
which the country has 
found itself.

P e t e r  A k a l a mu d o , 
regional pastor, region 
15, (Imo/Abia) of the Re-
deemed Christian Church 
of God (RCCG), who gave 
the advice, observed that 
what Nigeria needs at this 
moment are ideas that 
would bring about solu-
tions to its problems and 
not promises.

According to him, our 
leaders have no ideas; 
they are not als o eat-
ing for strength, but to 

GODFREY OFURUM, ABA better for the country.
“What we need as a 

people at this point of 
our development is solu-
tion and not promises. 
People are committing 
suicide,  b e caus e they 
can no longer provide 
for their families. What 
we are witnessing now is 
leadership error; Nigeria 
is not poor and cannot 
be poor. We have abun-
dant human and natural 
resources, we only need 
sound minds to think on 
how we would get out of 
this predicament.”

To get out of this quag-
mire, he urged Nigerians, 
especially the leaders to 
seek repentance.

“We must also assem-
ble economic experts, the 
best in the land, not from 
outside, to find solution to 
our problems,” the cleric 

suggested. 
H e  a p p l a u d e d  t h e 

“Change must begin with 
me campaign,” of Mr. Pres-
ident and urged those 
stealing to stop.

According to him, “I 
am on the same page with 
Mr. President’s campaign 
that change must start 
with me. Those stealing 
must stop; those killing in-
nocent people must stop. 
A country where chil-
dren are sold for money 
is doomed.

While urging Chris-
tians all over the country 
to pray for the President, 
he also advised the Fed-
eral Government to utilise 
whatever resources in the 
country’s coffers to better 
the lot of the people.

“We are in a season 
where we need solution 
and so, ideas are needed 

…Urges FG to assemble economic experts to proffer solution to recession
show-off.

“Nigeria is in famine, 
because our leaders are 
eating in the morning, 
instead of in the evening, 
when work has  b e en 
completed, thereby leav-
ing the people impover-
ished.

“Our leaders have de-
parted from God, which 
is the cause of famine in 
the land. Anytime a na-
tion departs from God, the 
anger of God descends on 
that nation,” he said. 

He attributed the ac-
tivities of Boko Haram, 
Fulani herdsmen, mili-
tancy in the Niger Delta, 
IPOB, Oduduwa group, 
kidnapping, among other 
vices in Nigeria to God’s 
anger on the c ountry, 
stressing that the earlier 
we retrace our steps, the 

I
m m e d i a t e  p a s t 
Senator, who repre-
sented Cross River 
South,  Bassey Out, 

has urged Nigerians to 
support the ``Change 
Begins With Me’’ cam-
paign inaugurated by 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to foster atti-
tudinal orientation re-
quired in the country.

He gave the advice 
when he hosted a group 
of artisans, fashion de-
signers, hair dressers 
and eatery and hos-
pitality industry op-
erators in Calabar at the 
weekend.

He said that the cur-
rent downturn in Nige-
ria’s economy required 
collective will and re-
solve to imbibe attitudi-
nal change and change 
in lifestyles.

According to him, 
Buhari’s “Change Be-
gins With Me” cam-
paign is innovative that 
should have since been 
introduced by previ-
ous administrations in 
Nigeria for the citizenry 
to imbibe.

Otu said that his self-
empowerment policy 
in his  c onstituency 
had been deliberate to 
ensure the creation of 

avenues for self-suffi-
ciency.

According to the for-
mer Senator  “Ours is a 
pro-active effort to be 
ready for the rainy day 
which is here.”

H e  a d v i s e d  t h e 
group to handle well 
the equipment and ap-
pliances given to them 
and to continue to fend 
for themselves during 
hard times.

He said that the re-
cession would be sur-
mounted with the col-
lective will and com-
mitment of every Ni-
gerian.

A welder, Ogbodim 
Esa, who responded 
on behalf of the group, 
said their visit was to 
express their apprecia-
tion to Otu for assisting 
them to acquire skills 
with which they now 
render services to earn 
a living and employ 
others.

He said that individ-
uals like Otu should be 
entrusted with the po-
litical responsibility to 
serve the electorate in 
the immediate future.

Esa also said that the 
group members were 
proud of to be propri-
etors of small business-
es in their respective 
wards through Out’s 
benevolence.

Otu seeks support for 
President Buhari’s ‘Change 
begins with me’ campaign

MIKE ABANG, CALABAR  

from experts. We should 
not reject ideas, but sieve 
ideas and pick the best. 
We don’t  ne e d World 
Bank to solve our prob-
lems. We have knowl-
edgeable people in this 
country.”

He advised Christians 
to invest rightly.  “ We 
must partner with God in 
these days of famine so 
as not to get into trouble. 
Christians should learn to 
pay their vows in the days 
of famine,” he advised. 

Muhammadu Buhari
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Okezie Ikpeazu 

Urban-rural drift hits Abia 
as economy bites harder

F
ollowing the 
inclement eco-
nomic weath-
er in Nigeria, 
many cities in 

the country have be-
gun to lose residents. 
Abia State is currently 
experiencing a massive 
relocation of indigenes 
who have found city life 
increasingly unbearable.

Checks in the state 
capital ,  Umuahia by 
BDSUNDAY have shown 
that many families have 
opted to either return 
to their villages or to re-
locate to less-expensive 
parts of the town.

Most recently, several 
lorries heavily laden with 
people and their belong-
ings were seen being con-
veyed towards the rural 
areas from the cities.

At Ohobo road along 
Olokoro way (Umuahia 
South), a couple was seen 
packing their belongings 

thank God that I have a 
three-bedroom house in 
my father’s compound 
at Olokoro near the state 
capital. I will rent out one 
and use the other two 
for my family. I will now 
spend small money on 
transportation to and fro 

into a waiting Mitsubishi 
lorry while their kids 
folded their arms in illu-
sion, occasioned by their 
parents’ decision to take 
them home, unceremoni-
ously.

Also at School road, 
right opposite the Umua-
hia Township Stadium, 
another family was seen 
packing out their belong-
ings.

At Ohafia/Arochukwu 
Park opposite the Umua-
hia North Local Govern-
ment headquarters, the 
situation was also pro-
nounced as the number 
of families travelling to 
rural areas with heavy 
luggage has increased.

S p eaking with our 
correspondent on his 
reason to relocate to his 
hometown, Calistus Ony-
emere, a civil servant, 
said he could not afford 
to maintain his house 
rent at Agbama Hous-
ing Estate, Umuahia. He 
said he agreed with his 
wife to use their salaries 

to renovate his house in 
the village and use the 
remaining part as their 
children’s school fees.

His words: “I find it 
difficult to feed these my 
children properly; so it is 
better to find them a good 
but affordable school. I 

UDOKA AGWU, UMUAHIA

C
iting love for country 
and unity of purpose 
as core to national de-
velopment, the Nigeria 

Prize for Patriotism invites Ni-
gerians to nominate individuals 
they feel have lived up to these 
ideals as the call for entries for 
the national award programme 
commences. The Nigeria Prize 
for Patriotism (NPP) is an award 
programme aimed at celebrat-
ing Nigerians who are living 
a life of sacrifice in service of 
the people and the country in 
general.

Speaking on the call for en-
tries, the programme’s visioneer, 
Abidemi David Edmond, Chief 
Responsibility Officer, the Nedo-
la Initiative Ltd (TNIL), a leading 
sustainability management 
firm, said that patriotism and 
a love for country that unifies 
Nigerians, irrespective of tribe, 
is the panacea to solving our 
development challenges as a 
nation.

“When you look beyond 
the differences, there are more 
commonalities between us 
Nigerians than there are differ-
ences. When we understand 
and unify behind one purpose 
of building a great nation, then 

we will we be able to take our 
place as a leader amongst na-
tions. I believe very strongly 
that patriotism plays a big role 
in unifying us and the NPP aims 
to highlight those everyday Ni-
gerians who have shown these 
ideals of patriotism by serving 
Nigerians and playing their part 
to build the Nigeria we all want 
to see”, Edmond said.

The prize is structured to re-
ward patriotic Nigerians in the 
area of Education, Health, Civil 
service, Business, Agriculture, 
Sports, Security, Governance, 
Media and Entertainment. The 
overall winner of the Nigeria 
Prize for Patriotism for 2016 is 
expected to receive N50m in 
winnings and another N50m 
in a grant to further the cause 
for which they had been nomi-
nated.

Entries for all categories of 
the award are currently being 
received and you can nominate 
candidate by visiting the NPP 
page at www.thenedolainiti-
tive.com/NPP/ or checking out 
the information on any of the 
following social media handles 
on Facebook, twitter and Insta-
gram by searching for Nigeria 
Prize for Patriotism.

Nigeria Prize for Patriotism 
announces call for entries

I
n its determina-
tion to showcase 
and also provide 
a platform for the 

exp ort  of  made-in-
Nigeria products par-
ticularly Aba leather 
and garments products, 
the Nigeria America 
Chamber of Commerce 
has formally berthed 
at Umuahia, the Abia 
State capital.

Eric Opah, the in-
terim chairman of the 
chamber, said the es-
sence of opening the 
chamber in Abia was 
to help develop trade 
and commerce in state 
and would deal directly 
with companies, CBOs, 
CDS so as to assist them 
export made-in-Nigeria 
products to Europe and 
America.

He dis clos e d this 
while interacting with 
Businessmen and wom-
en in the state during 
a dinner which the 
chamber organised for 
the Business commu-
nity at Geraobi Hotel, 
Umuahia.

The chairman dis-
closed that the cham-
ber was out to connect 
businessmen in the 
state to the world, add-
ing that some of them 
did not even know how 
to go about obtaining 
loans from financial 
institutions which the 
chamber is out to assist.

Opah hinted that the 
Nigeria America Cham-
ber of Commerce came 
into existence in Nige-
ria since 1960 and that 
many Nigerian busi-
nessmen had benefited 
from it except Abians.

“We find it worthy to 

NACC berths in Abia to promote 
export of Made-in-Aba products

correct this imbalance, 
hence our resolve to 
extend it to Abia State,” 
said Opah.

The chairman said 
that the chamber was 
not political but was 
out to promote busi-
ness and commerce in 
the state.

Mkpa A. Mkpa, a for-
mer secretary to Abia 
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t 
and also one time vice 
chancellor of Abia State 
University said that a 
businessman had sin-
gle-handedly tried to 
open Inland Container 
Terminal at Obuaku in 
Ukwa West Local Gov-
ernment of the state 
but that the effort had 
not been realized, ap-
pealing to the chair-
man of the chamber to 
come the assistance of 
the individual in order 
to make the project a 

reality.
Mkpa noted that if 

the project was realised 
it would go a long way 
to boosting the econo-
my of Abia.

Nkechi Nwosu, Abia 
commissioner for Trade 
and Investment, in her 
speech said that Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu 
was in the forefront 
of promoting made-in-
Aba goods.

Nwosu however, re-
gretted that the arti-
sans were still produc-
ing their goods manu-
ally thereby limiting 
them from producing 
required quantities.

Nwosu pleaded with 
the chamber to assist 
the Aba artisans to be 
producing massively 
through the us e of 
machinery and other 
equipment.

Umuahia town”.
On his  reas on for 

re l o c at i n g ,  C h i ke z i e 
Okoronkwo, an artisan 
from Ozuitem, Bende 
Local Government Area 
of Abia State, said that 
he planned to go into 
agriculture to survive the 
harsh condition in the 
country.

A landlord at Low Cost 
Housing Estate Umuahia, 
Harbor Uwaegbulam, 
lamented that most of 
his tenants had not paid 
him for several months. 
Uwaegbulam also la-
mented that two rooms 
were still unoccupied in 
his house after the previ-
ous occupant packed out.

He passionately ap-
pealed to the govern-
ments at all levels to re-
duce the sufferings of the 
people before they take to 
revolution.

Meanwhile,  James 
Uchegbuo, the regent 
administrator and presi-
dent general of Ahuwa 
Oboro in Ikwuano Local 

Government Area of Abia 
State, has urged President 
Muhammadu Buhari to 
take drastic measures to 
stabilise the country’s 
economy as many fami-
lies have run into crises 
because of the present 
economic down-turn.

He said that the ugly 
development had led to 
rural migration of families 
to their various commu-
nities/villages in order 
to cope with the present 
realities in the country.

Uchegbuo passionately 
appealed to all levels of 
government to find solu-
tion to present situation 
with a view to averting a 
revolution from the suf-
fering masses.

He however, noted 
that the drift by some 
Nigerians to their villages 
could in one way help to 
improve the economic 
condition of their commu-
nities, adding that those 
who had travelled home 
would gainfully engage 
in farming.

…Buhari urged to stabilise economy to avert revolution

UDOKA AGWU, UMUAHIA
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M
a j o r  O i l 
Marketers 
Association 
of Nigeria 
(MOMAN) 

and Nigerian Indepen-
dent Petroleum Company 
(NIPCO) plc, have allayed 
the fear currently being 
expressed by many Nige-
rians following persistent 
rumour that the Federal 
Government and the oil 
marketers had concluded 
plans to increase the pump 
price of Premium Motor 
Spirit otherwise known as 
petrol from N145 per litre 
due to changing market 
forces.

Nigerians have been re-
acting angrily since a forum 
of former group managing 
directors of the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Cor-
poration (NNPC) last week 
requested for price increase 
by calling for a removal 
of price cap in the pricing 
template, a decision that 
would give oil marketers 
the right to sell petrol at 
their desired price, based on 
several factors such as the 
exchange rate and interna-

tional crude price.
But the Federal Gov-

ernment through the Pe-
troleum Products Pricing 
Regulatory Agency (PPPRA) 
reportedly rejected the ad-
vice, saying that the propos-
al was the personal opinion 
of the former NNPC han-
dlers.

In a separate interview 
with BD SUNDAY, MO-
MAN and NIPCO advised 
Nigerians to ignore the 
rumour of an impending 
increase of pump price of 
petrol, and explained that 
agreements were reached 
between the FG and other 
stakeholders in the oil and 
gas sector before arriving 
at the current price.  

“Tell Nigerians to disre-
gard the rumour because 
there is no such plan. We 
are not aware of any im-
pending increment of the 
pump price of petrol by 
either the Federal Govern-
ment or induced by Major 
Oil Marketers. We issued a 
release recently debunking 
any price increase linking 
us. Government has assured 
that it will give us what 
we need to maintain the 
current price,” says Lawal 
Abiodun, manager, Corpo-
rate Affairs, NIPCO PLC.  

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Tambuwal endorses Nigerian ‘student & 
youth corps discount card’

G
o v e r n o r 
Aminu Tam-
buwal of So-
k o t o  s t a t e 

has advised Nigerian 
youths to see the na-
tion’s current economic 
challenges as an op-
portunity to become 
economically indepen-
dent.

Tambuwal gave the 
charge during the un-
veiling of the Nigerian 
Student and Youth 
Corps Discount Card, 
otherwise called ‘Naija 
Green Card’, in Sokoto 
State.

BDSUNDAY gath-
ere d that  dis c ount 
c a r d ’ s  p a r t n e r s  i n 
aviation, hospitality, 
transport, Information 
Communications Tech-
nology (ICT) sectors 
and 21 State govern-
ments have risen to 
3,421 since inception in 
April, 2016.

He explained that 

“It is for these rea-
sons that as a govern-
ment (after you might 
have sensitised the 
business community 
in Sokoto State) call on 
our students from Se-

nior Secondary 111 and 
tertiary institutions to 
take up membership 
of the card,” Tambuwal 
said.

He also urged Ni-
gerian youths to emu-

the nation’s current 
realities provide av-
enue for the Nigerian 
youths to be innovative 
towards national and 
self-development.

The Nigerian stu-
dent and youth corps 
discount card was de-
signed for students of 
tertiary institutions 
and graduates, who 
are serving in various 
states across the coun-
try, provide discounts 
for various goods and 
services for card hold-
ers across the country.

Tambuwal, who ap-
plauded the initiative, 
observed that the dis-
count card could not 
have been introduced 
at a better time.

“This is a highly com-
mendable initiative that 
will benefit our stu-
dents and youth corps 
members. Not only that, 
initiatives like this have 
a very big role to play 
in the development of 
states and individuals.

late the sponsors of the 
card, saying the current 
economic challenges 
should awaken creativ-
ity and innovation in 
them rather than crimi-
nality.

Speaking earlier, Bim-
bo Daramola, the ini-
tiator of the Naija Naija 
Green card, explained 
that the concept was to 
ease financial burden on 
parents and guardians 
of students and corps 
members.

“We felt that the vari-
ous discounts that we 
have negotiated with 
our partners nationwide 
for wide-ranging goods 
and services, our youths 
would be able to do more 
with the little allowanc-
es given to them from 
home.

“In the same vein, 
parents’ burdens are 
reduced to some ex-
tent because demands 
from their wards would 
equally be affected.

“It is a win-win situ-

ation for us a nation be-
cause, besides joining the 
comity of nations that 
have been on this plat-
form for decades, this 
little initiative has the 
capacity to determine 
our next level of devel-
opment,” he said.

Daramola said part-
nership with Sokoto 
State government be-
came imperative con-
sidering the governor’s 
proactive approach to 
youth development in 
the state. 

“In spite of the cur-
rent recession whereby 
many states even found 
it difficult to pay work-
ers’ salaries, Tambuwal 
was the only governor to 
have increased month-
ly allowance given to 
Youth Corps members.

“He also paid over N44 
million to cover JAMB 
fees for state students 
among other initiatives 
to open up opportuni-
ties for the youths in 
the state,” he added.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, ABUJA

Also speaking, Obafemi 
Olawore, executive secre-
tary of MOMAN, said the 
body he represents is not 
aware of any impending 
hike in the pump price of 
fuel, saying that Nigerians 
should disregard it entirely.

He, however, explained 
that those pushing for pet-
rol pump price increment 
could be genuine indepen-
dent oil marketers who may 
not have enough forex to 
import refined products, 
but that the FG is working 
round the clock to remove 
any bottleneck to would 

lead to further increase in 
the price of the commodity.

He said: “Government 
has assured us of getting 
steady forex in order to 
avoid price increment due 
to market forces, one of 
which is shortage of forex. 
In this regard, there are 
some government enlisted 
banks oil marketers can get 
forex from in the interest of 
all stakeholders for the ben-
efit of Nigerians; even those 
who are having challenges 
accessing forex government 
is looking into their case. 
As far as we know there 

is no planned pump price 
increase of petrol”.  

But an insider in the oil 
and gas sector told BDSUN-
DAY that oil dealers know 
very well that increasing 
the pump price of petrol at 
this time would not be in 
their business interest, since 
demand for the product has 
dropped drastically since it 
was increased to maximum 
of N145 per litre earlier in 
the year, after a chronic 
scarcity which nearly crip-
pled the economy.

“The truth of the matter 
is that petroleum marketers 

are not interested in any 
price increase at this time. 
With the current prices, 
they are struggling to make 
gain after capital. The last 
increase which pegged pet-
rol at N145 affected the 
demand of the commodity; 
because many Nigerians 
could not fuel their cars 
and generators. These days, 
petrol stations now beg 
people to buy fuel. They 
are now doing adverts to 
woo buyers. The marketers 
know that if you increase 
the price, demand would 
further go down, which will 
adversely affect their busi-
ness. So, it is wise for them 
to toe the current part,” he 
told BD SUNDAY.

Ibe Kachikwu, Minister 
of State for Petroleum, had 
also while defending the 
jacking up of price at the 
time said all Oil Marketers 
would be allowed to import 
PMS on the basis of forex 
procured from secondary 
sources, and the Depart-
ment of Petroleum Resourc-
es (DPR) and PPPRA had 
been mandated to ensure 
strict regulatory compliance 
including dealing decisively 
with anyone involved in 
hoarding petroleum prod-
ucts.
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NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

T
here is an increased 
anxiety over the 
planned relocation 
of Mile 12 Market 
in Lagos, with some 

traders in the market say they 
are praying the state govern-
ment would change its mind on 
the planned relocation.

This is even as Rabiu 
Kwankwaso, a former Kano 
State governor and now a sena-
tor representing Kano Central 
Constituency, has been alleged 
to have taken sides with a sec-
tion of the market to oppose the 
relocation of the market.

Akinwunmi Ambode, La-
gos State governor, had in June 
announced government’s plan 
to move the market away from 
its current location at Mile 12 
over incessant bloody ethno-
regional clashes in the market. 
The market has the bad reputa-
tion of recording the highest 
number of clashes among the 
major ethnic groups in the 
country.

In March this year, another 
blood-letting took place which 
was marked by continued 
killings in the neighbouring 
communities, even after the 
clashes were quelled by the 
law-enforcement agencies, 
with reported cases of slaugh-
tering of innocent people in the 
dead of the night and homes 
burnt down.

The traders in this market, 
reputed to be the largest per-
ishable food items market in 
West Africa, are asking the 
state government to join hands 
with the leadership of the 
market to consolidate on the 
history of the market and its 
economic significance to Lagos 
and environs.

They point out that relocat-
ing the market from its present 
location to a far location would 
have unimaginable negative 
economic impact on both the 
traders and those who patron-
ize them.

The Lagos State govern-
ment had, in early 2012, 
through its Taskforce on En-
vironmental Sanitation and 
Special Offences Agency closed 
down the market following 
what it called failure to comply 
with government directives of 
ensuring sanity in the market.

“Relocating us from here 
would not in any way be in 
the interest of the Lagos State 
government because the state 
economy would suffer the 
consequences. You can see that 
Mile 12 is not just a market, but 
a historic market,” said Mutiu 
Jegede, a trader.

Describing what would 
happen to Mile 12 market if 

relocated, Jegede said it would 
be akin to what happened in 
Lagos when former President 
Goodluck Jonathan attempted 
to rename University of Lagos 
to Moshood Abiola University.

Lanre Olatunji, another 
trader, told BDSUNDAY that 
he was certain government 
would still relocate the market 
in spite of the numerous pleas 
not to do so.

“Very soon they are go-
ing to pursue us from here. 
They have already told us 
that a road is going to pass 
through this market. They said 
roundabout is going to be here 
in the nearest future. When 
they eventually drive us from 
here, nobody knows where we 
would be taken to. This market 
is a general market and it’s very 
important to Lagos,” he said.

He said further that during 
the second term election cam-
paign of Babatunde Fashola, a 
former governor of the state, he 
promised the traders that the 
market would not be destroyed 
but that the traders would be 
left to continue their business 
at the present location.

The chairman of the market 
was not in when BDSUNDAY 
visited his office. But Shehu 
Usman, the financial secretary 
who spoke on the chairman’s 
behalf, said the market author-
ity has really been trying to 
put the market in order, calling 
on both the local and state 
governments to join hands 
with the market leadership 
to tackle the many challenges 
confronting it.

“The significance of this 
market is not only to Lagosians. 
From all indications, Mile 12 
market feeds virtually all the 
South-westerners of this coun-
try. This is the market where 
you have loads of trailers for 
foods (perishable items). The 

market is not only the biggest in 
Nigeria in terms of perishable 
food items, but also the biggest 
in West Africa.

“And in terms of the econ-
omy, we are contributing im-
mensely to both Nigeria as a 
whole and Lagos State in par-
ticular. And of course people 
come from every part of the 
country to do business here,” 
he said.

He, however, clarified that 
the 1999 communal riot and the 
ones that followed, which led to 
the loss of lives and property, 
were not carried out mainly by 
traders in the market.

“It wasn’t the Yoruba and 
Hausa people living here that 
were fighting one and other. 
There was no casualty as far as 
people living in Mile 12 market 
were concerned. Inside Mile 
12 market, we work together, 
we do everything virtually 
together, wedding or naming 
ceremony. It was people from 
outside that caused that may-
hem witnessed here. It was a 
case of whoever you see just 
kill, whether he or she is a 
Hausa or Yoruba person.

“The Hausa have their 
houses here. The Yoruba have 
their houses as well. The Hausa 
and the Yoruba living here 
were trying on their part to 
see what they could do to stop 
the fight. Everything has since 
returned to normalcy. To be 
candid with you, the Yoruba 
are the most accommodating 
people in the whole of Nigeria. 
They accommodate strangers 
more than any other tribe 
in Nigeria; and this has been 
confirmed. Here in Mile 12, we 
have so many houses around 
mosques that belong to the Yo-
ruba and the owners of those 
houses are Christians, and you 
see the Hausa living there and 
there is no conflict whatsoever.

“There was a Christian 
among the leadership of the 
market whose house was 
close to our mosque. When 
the mosque is filled up, we 
would go to his house and pray. 
So, you can see the relationship 
amongst us. And we also have 
many Yoruba and Hausa in this 
market that got married to each 
other,” he said.

He said relocating the mar-
ket does not exist as far as the 
market’s leadership is con-
cerned.

“There is nothing like relo-
cation. This market has been in 
place for over 40 years. There 
were not houses around when 
Mile 12 Market was relocated 
from Iddo, its former location. 
There were few houses in 
Mile 12 then, but not in this 
part where the market is. The 
market was in a thick bush. Our 
fathers and grandfathers who 
came here to establish the mar-
ket cut the bush, did everything 
in order to be able to establish 
the market. The market is not 
under electric high tension, it’s 
not a roadside; it’s an open place 

where we do our normal trade 
and there is no problem. So, I 
see no reason why the market 
should be relocated from a 
central area to a bush where 
you would probably not be safe 
with your money,” he said.

According to him, relocat-
ing the market would destroy 
it completely.

“When the market was 
closed down sometime back, 
what we were told then was 
that we should ensure the 
market is kept clean and there 
should be peace. Since then, 
everything has been okay. The 
Lagos State government has 
really been very supportive,” 
he said.

He acknowledged that the 
market had in the past caused 
serious traffic for commuters 
and Lagosians living in the axis, 

reason the Fashola-led admin-
istration in the state shunned 
call to relocate the market was 
that the now federal minister 
knew better the economic 
implication of relocating the 
market.

“This is the market where 
you have the cheapest things. 
A part from the fact that we are 
helping the economy of Lagos 
State, we are also having a lot of 
people who are self-employed. 
This is a market that does not 
require much to invest in. You 
come here with as low as five 
hundred naira and start your 
business; and you can become a 
millionaire in the future if God 
helps you. Most of our leaders 
in the market today started like 
that. They send their children 
to school, build houses and buy 
cars. Today, they are big men,” 

adding that the problem has 
been resolved.

“We were told that a round-
about that is likely to encroach 
into the market and the traffic 
experienced at the time were 
the main reasons we could be 
relocated. But the traffic chal-
lenges have been taken care 
of. The reason for the traffic 
was that there were excess 
goods; the hundreds of trucks 
bringing food items here. The 
trucks were coming without 
any control. What we now do 
is to give instructions when the 
trucks should come to Lagos.

“We are not saying don’t 
bring your goods to Lagos; but 
you must do so according to our 
instruction so that only certain 
number of trucks that we can 
manage are allowed to come 
in at a given time. That is why 
we have tag from LASTMA 
and tally numbers too. If you 
don’t have this number as a 
driver, you are not coming to 
Mile 12 Market. That was how 
we handled the traffic situation 
here,” he said.

He explained that the major 

he said.
From 2008 till date, he said, 

the leadership of the market 
has spent over N300 million 
fixing the market single-hand-
edly.

“There is no help from the 
federal, state or local govern-
ment as far as spending is con-
cerned. It was only the former 
Ikosi/Isheri LCDA chairmen 
who gave us an electric trans-
former. The newly commis-
sioned park where tomatoes 
are now offloaded took over 
N70 million to put in place. 
All these facilities were put in 
place by the market authority 
in collaboration with the sec-
tions of the market. No single 
help from current Ikosi/Isheri 
LCDA,” he said.

The Chairman of Ikosi/
Isheri LCDA was not on seat 
when BDSUNDAY visited his 
office to comment on the issues 
raised. As at the time of filing 
in this report, he had neither 
called nor sent text message to 
the numbers left him.
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Nigerians in weird survival strategies 
amid economic recession

U
nusual times, they 
say, call for unusual 
strategic solutions. 
But it is a bit dis-
turbing to know of 

the very weird strategies that 
Nigerians are now adopting to 
survive as the economic hard-
ship continues to bite. There are 
confirmed stories of increased 
professional begging to increased 
stealing/robbery, children now 
being withdrawn from schools 
because their parents/guard-
ians can no longer afford the 
bill, schools running charity, sick 
people resorting to herbal rem-
edies because they can’t afford 
medical bills, to even narrations 
of women now offering and 
giving free sex just for a meal, 
all practical evidences that our 
economy is in a real bad place.

As luxury and most of treats 
that Nigerians are used to be-
come alien to most citizens and 
families, it is interesting to see 
more people now turning to God 
in prayers and becoming increas-
ingly religious.

Just last Tuesday a friend 
narrated a live experience of 
how a housewife who went 
into bait sex with her next door 
neighbour as collateral for food 
to feed her dying children was 
recently caught in the act by 
another neighbour.

“This happened nearby Niger 
State here and I’m not kidding, 
Onyinye,” my friend told me as 
we discussed the very weird 
things that people do now just 
to survive.

The very tough situation has 
been captured by recent result of 
some sets of surveys conducted 
by the NOIPolls in partnership 
with BusinessDay Media.

The public poll assessed the 
perceptions of Nigerians re-
garding their current personal 
economic situation and coping 
strategies to manage the eco-
nomic situation over the past 
few months.

The poll revealed that about 
two-thirds of Nigerians (66 per-
cent) have been lamenting the 
worsening state of their per-
sonal economic situation in the 
past few months. Ninety-seven 
percent of the respondents ac-
knowledged that these recent 
economic realities have had a 
negative effect on the general 
wellbeing of the average Nige-
rian.

And clearly, these findings 
are corroborated by the recent 
set of macroeconomic data re-
leased by the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) on August 31. The 
NBS in its GDP report confirmed 
the obvious, that economy has 
slid into recession, contracting to 
-2.06 percent second quarter of 
the year after an initial negative 
growth of -0.36 percent in the 
first quarter.

Buhari’s government has 
come out to reassure hope but it 

is practically difficult to sell the 
hope story to the citizens, who 
have now taken their survival 
in their own hands as against 
the optimism with which the 
president was massively voted 
for early last year.

Unfortunately and expect-
edly, it’s not only the GDP num-
bers that are bad. Sets of other 
indicators like inflation, unem-
ployment, investment inflows 
also released same day by the 
NBS do not look good.

Nigeria’s inflation rose to re-
cord 17.1 percent year-on-year in 
July, the highest in over 10 years 
as high electricity, petrol, kero-
sene and diesel costs put intense 
pressure on consumer prices.

Despite repeated mantra 
of job creation by the current 
administration and its efforts 
geared towards salvaging the 
ailing economy, Nigeria’s federal 
government could not tame un-
employment that accelerated to 
13.3 percent in the second quar-
ter of 2016. Youth unemploy-
ment was recorded at 24 percent. 
National unemployment rate 
rose to 13.3 percent as against 12.1 
in Q1 2016, 10.4 percent in Q4 
2015 from 9.9 percent in Q3 2015 
and from 8.2 percent in Q2 2015.

These tough conditions are 
now pushing people into daring 
things that were hardly heard 
of before now just to keep afloat.

Bell Inuah, chief executive 
officer at NOIPolls, gave appalling 
clear evidences he got together 
with his team as they visited 36 
states of the federation trying 
to catch some firsthand proof of 
abject poverty and hunger.

“In the last three months 

from between June, July, Au-
gust, we had the mandate to 
travel the entire 36 states of the 
country, speaking to Nigerians, 
understanding their day to day 
life; how they are coping and all 
of that,” said Inuah.

“I had the opportunity per-
sonally to travel to twenty of 
those states, while my colleagues 
covered the rest. We observed 
certain things that most people 
wouldn’t believe. And these were 
anecdotal evidences that we saw. 
One, there is a growing army of 
dependents in Nigeria. People 
who used to work are no longer 
working; maybe they have been 
laid off from their places of em-
ployment and there is a growing 
army of dependents. As a result, 
begging is on the increase.”

Inuah said there was hardly 
any state they visited which did 
not have increased number of 
beggars, including Abuja.

“Now if you just park your car 
somewhere, someone comes out, 
and they have printed papers 
and medical papers to show you. 
Begging is now a profession,” 
he said.

He said in addition to begging, 
there has also been an increase 
in crime.

Inuah said, “Crime rate has 
increased. From petty crimes 
to pick pocketing, to stealing 
of foods and to now even hard 
crimes – robbery. The rate of 
crime has increased and we saw 
this clearly across the states we 
visited. We also saw anecdotal 
evidences of cases of missing pots 
of soup especially those who live 
in communal kitchens. You come 
out; your pot of soup is gone.

“There was a particular case 
in Plateau State that someone 
narrated. A woman came ask-
ing for money to buy some food 
for her children and the woman 
said she doesn’t have. While the 
woman was cooking, she went 
inside to get seasoning, and com-
ing out, she found that her pot 
was gone. She went knocking on 
doors and eventually knocked on 
the door of that person who had 
come to ask her for money.

“But after some time, she saw 
the woman’s children coming out 
with food and then asked, ‘So 
how did you get the food?’ And 
she responded that she took the 
food so that she and her children 
won’t die. She continued, ‘Two 
days we have not had anything 
to eat, I won’t watch my children 
starve to death.’”

Inuah also told me stories 
about some parents offering their 
children as collateral for food.

“Someone comes, buys a 
mudu of rice or garri and says, ‘I 
forgot to bring money, just help 
me watch my child while I go 
and get money’, and he or she 
disappears.

“I found this in at least five 
states. I thought it was just an 
issue in one state but it was con-
firmed with anecdotal evidences 
in up to five states. These are 
economic pressures,” he said.

Another evidence of the eco-
nomic hardship is job losses, with 
emergency taxi drivers now seen 
all over town.

“So someone has a car but in 
order to buy fuel and put some 
little extra cash in his pocket, he 
takes his car out for taxi. These 
are some of the things we’ve 

seen as anecdotal evidences,” 
Inuah said.

He said apart from these 
anecdotal evidences, NOIPolls 
decided to conduct some scien-
tific survey on what Nigerians 
are thinking about the economy 
and how the economy is affect-
ing them.

“Clearly, at least 66 percent of 
those we interviewed said they 
have seen that the economy has 
worsened and at least 83 percent 
of Nigerians say the economy 
has had a negative effect on 
them,” Inuah further noted dur-
ing the over 20 minutes chat.

“So if over 8 in 10 Nigerians 
think that the economy is having 
a negative effect on them, that’s 
really a big issue.”

Speaking to how people say 
they were surviving in these 
very tough times, he told me 
that first and foremost, about 37 
percent of Nigerians said they 
were cutting down on household 
expenses and luxury items.

“What that means is that 
those little ice cream, suya, nk-
wobi, pepper soup, and those 
little extras that Nigerians used 
to delight themselves in, they are 
cutting them out.

“Everyone, at least those we 
spoke to, are now focusing on the 
basics. Basic clothes, food to eat, 
almost 47 percent.

“We also have those who told 
us that they have adjusted their 
family feeding pattern. So in the 
past where they used to have 
1-1-1, they are now having 0-1-0, 
meaning nothing for breakfast, a 
strong lunch and in the evening, 
eat something light and then go 
to bed. Some go for the 1-0-1. So 

family feeding patterns are now 
being readjusted,” he said.

Inuah disclosed that many 
people now opt for secondhand 
clothes, which unfortunately do 
not also come cheap because of 
the high exchange rates.

There are also cases of people 
interviewed going for the cre-
ation of alternative sources of 
income, especially in the use of 
their talents. Then another thing 
is the purchase of locally-man-
ufactured products because of 
the high cost of foreign products.

There are also clear cases of 
families increasingly engaging in 
subsistence agriculture to plant, 
say, some vegetables in their 
backyard to sustain living.

“There are also those who 
said they have cut down on their 
transport to trekking, so Nigeri-
ans are now trekking a little more 
to be able to cover up transport 
expenses as a result of the hike 
in transport costs,” he said.

There are also increasing 
cases of dependence on family 
and friends.

“In Maiduguri, there is hardly 
any family that does not have 
Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) living with them. You 
must be able to harbour one or 
two. Someone told me that the 
amount of calls he gets now 
from people asking for money is 
unimaginable,” he said.

“Prior to now, people who 
could ask for money were those 
that are jobless, but now even 
those that I well respect and look 
up to, the economy has created 
a little twist and they are now 
calling, asking for favour,” he said.

ONYINYE NWACHUKWU, ABUJA



Introduction;

K
e n  A t s u e t e ,  t h e 
name glides on the 
tongue and rolls in 
the mouth. Many 
s a i d  h e  mu s t  b e 

Tiv of Benue State, but others 
rightly said he was Itsekiri 
of Delta State. Many may be 
weeping over his assassina-
tion recently in Aluu, near the 
Uniport, but his death seems 
to be ‘more good than harm’ 
(instead of more harm than 
good) to him and to the com-
moners he fought for all his 
life. He died in the same town 
where the Uniport Four were 
gruesomely murdered; thus 
restarting the memory of the 
Uniport students that were 
crucified in October 2012 by a 
senseless mob for wrong rea-
sons. Ken is not one to allow the 
society forget such things, and 
by his death, he has reminded 
the world of the need to secure 
justice for the Aluu 4; Ugonna, 
Llyod, Tekena and Chidiaka.

 
Uniting the PDP, APC for 

once
 The APC and PDP in Rivers 

State do not sleep with any 
eye closed, or allow others 
do. They never agree on any 
matter under the sun, except 
on Ken’s death, but in just one 
paragraph. The divergence be-
tween the two viciously rival 
political but ruling parties is so 
fierce that if one of them issued 
a statement saying 2 + 2 is 4, the 
other would right away say no 
way, it is 5; and a fierce debate 
would ensue. It is that bad.

Now, however, both parties 
issued statements on this kill-
ing, about the same time, same 
day, condemning the killing. 
Now, Ken has done what no 
man could do in the state with 
his blood; getting the APC and 
PDP agree on any matter.

Here’s how the APC put it: 
“Monday morning the APC 
received with shock, news of 
the dastardly assassination of 
popular human rights lawyer 
and activist, Ken Atsuete at his 
residence in Port Harcourt… 
The APC also calls on all se-
curity apparati in the land to 
quickly solve this riddle and en-
sure the eventual prosecution 
of all those who may directly 
and indirectly be involved in 
planning and execution of this 
heinous act.”

Pained by the news of the 
death of a human rights activist 
and lawyer, Ken Atsuwete, the 
chairman, PDP in the state, Fe-
lix Obuah, says it was a shocker 
that threw the entire Party 

into deep mourning and grave 
concern…. The PDP chairman, 
out and out, condemned the 
murder of the young, energetic 
and sound-minded lawyer who 
has over the years contributed 
significantly to the respect of 
human rights, the rule of law, 
social and criminal justice.

“The PDP hereby calls on 
the police and other security 
agencies not to leave any stone 
unturned in unravelling the 
perpetrators of the dastardly 
act, and urges politicians not 
to play politics with issues of 
security, including the sense-
less killing of Ken Atsuwete, 
which is a great loss to all Riv-
ers people,” the party said.

 
Ken II established
Before now, what the world 

knows in martyrdom is Ken 
Saro Wiwa (Ken I), the famous 
Ogoni liberation activist. Now, 
the world has recorded Ken II 
also from same state, Rivers. Since 
1994, the world has celebrated 
one Ken; now there would be two 
valid celebrations of martyrdom 
of candidates from same environ-

ment. Both Kens died so that the 
right of man (human rights) could 
be protected and defended.

 
Ken joins Hall of Fame
For decades, many would 

have his name on their lips. 
Foundations, competitions, 
institutions, etc, would surely 
be named after him. Already, 
important personalities have 
joined in street protests to 
draw up attention, wearing 
blacks. Not many would get 
this kind of honour despite 
their endeavours. Apart from 
sharing space with the likes of 
Ken Saro-Wiwa, Ken Atsuete 
would rub shoulders with oth-
ers like Claude Ake (who died 
in plane crash), MKO Abiola, 
Pa Rewane, and all those who 
died defending the right of man 
or advancing the cause of de-
mocracy. This is surely a great 
honour for those who know 
the wealth in martyrdom and 
in posterity.

 
Solves the security riddle of 

Rivers State
 While alive, with all the 

energy and vigour in him, Ken 
would never have proved that 
security has totally broken 
down in Rivers State and that 
life now settles on the leaves 
of cocoyam (an riddle to mean 
preciousness). This is because 
the Wike administration has 
taken a position that the state 
is safe and secure, that most 
reports of violence were fabri-
cated by the APC and published 
by paid journalists. Ken was 
among those arguing from ra-
dio to radio that violence was 
the order of the day in today’s 
Rivers State, but the force of the 
governor is far stronger.

Even at the same NBA AGM 
where Ken spoke (on behalf 
of his bosom friend and co-
activist, Anyakwe Nsirimovu), 
Governor Wike lambasted the 
media and those who he said 
build a conspiracy theory of 
Rivers of Blood. He urged the 
lawyers to freely walk about 
and enjoy the new roads and 
developments that his admin-
istration has brought in just 
one year. The lawyers rejoiced 
just like the Editors did. They 

Champagne toast for a fallen hero
... How killing Ken could be huge favour

even conferred awards to the 
chief host. Thumps went up 
for Wike/PDP, and down for 
Amaechi/APC.

Next moment, guns spoke 
and a lawyer fell dead. NBA re-
mained mum in shock. The Edi-
tors must have thanked their 
stars for escaping. The debate 
is over; whether or not Rivers 
State is safe. This is what the 
blood of Ken alone has done.

 
May move the hand of Bu-

hari
 Most APC memb ers ex-

pected President Muhammadu 
Buhari to always act according 
to their wishes. One such wish 
is to invade Rivers State or even 
declare a state of emergency. 
This did not happen. They 
seemed to have downgraded 
their expectation to that of at 
least a serious scolding of the 
Wike administration and prob-
able order to the Army and Po-
lice to launch a major offensive 
against hoodlums armed cult-
ists in the state. The president 
is not known to have openly 
done any of these. He may not 
have seen justifiable reason to 
so do. Now, Ken strikes with 
his blood. The FG may stir after 
all; the people here now feel so. 
SARS has already made arrests. 
They are also saying things that 
open a can of worms.  

 
Wins a rare eulogy
 Ken, by his blood, won a rare 

eulogy from the strongest voice 
in Labour, Chika Onuegbu, 
immediate past Rivers State 
chairman of the Trade Union 
Congress (TUC).

“I am still in shock over the 
dastardly killing of my comrade 
and good friend, Ken Atsuete. 
Ken was a friend of the work-
ers and poor people. We fought 
many battles together, not just 
for the workers but for the or-
dinary people of Rivers State. 
The struggle against Amaechi’s 
Social Services (Contributory 
Levy) Law of 2010 (revived by 
Wike in 2016) is a good example 
of how, Anyaekwe Nsirimovu 
and I partnered to defeat obnox-
ious laws. His death is a big loss 
to the human rights community, 
Rivers State, the poor, labour 
movement, and the defenceless 
who he took as his family. My 
sincere condolences go to his 
wife and immediate family as 
well as the Civil Society family. I 
just hope that the matter will be 
thoroughly and swiftly investi-
gated by the police and DSS and 
that the findings made public. 
This is one murder too many!”   

 
Conclusion
 
Is Ken now a reluctant mar-

tyr? Could those who killed 
him have done more good than 
harm to him? When they shot 
him, they may have wished 
to shut him up or stop him. 
Instead, they seem to have 
achieved the opposite. Now, the 
name Ken is stronger, his voice 
is louder. Those who killed 
Jesus thought so, but ended 
up confirming him as God, 
creating the largest religious 
movement (Christianity) ever 
in human history. Killing Ken 
seems to make him a legend.

News Feature
Ken Atsuete:

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Ken Atsuete

Sunday 18 September 2016 SUNDAYBD 11C002D5556



NewsFeature

T
h e re  w e re 
d i f f e r e n t 
opinions to 
the story of 
a 300-level 

Sociology student of 
Unilorin, Jephtaph Ab-
olarin, who voluntari-
ly wrote to the school 
authority to withdraw 
from the university 
because he was haunt-
ed for cheating in sec-
ondary s cho ol final 
examination.

Jephtaph said since 
he was considered for 
admission into the uni-
versity on the cheated 
result, he was building 
a wrong foundation. 
According to him, he 
does not want to build 
a faulty foundation; 
hence his voluntary 
withdrawal from the 
school.

H i s  r e a s o n  w a s 
again informed by his 
rep entanc e.  He was 
reported to have said 
that he has become a 
‘born again’ Christian 
and that “continuing 
his university educa-
tion using an unmer-
ite d c ertificate was 
unjust and immoral”.

This is part of Ab-
olarin’s letter to the 
s cho ol  authority as 
published by one of the 
newspapers “Just as a 
house that was built 
on a faulty foundation 
will surely collapse, it 
is also certain that a 
career that is built on 
faulty foundation will 
definitely collapse. All 
through my secondary 
school days I was just a 
church ‘goer’ without 
genuine salvation and 
the fear of God. As a re-
sult, I got my WASSCE 
result through exami-
nation malpractice.”

In accepting Abo-
larin’s letter of with-
drawal, according to 
the report, the univer-
sity’s Deputy Direc-
tor, Corporate Affairs, 
Kunle Akogun noted 

that the senate of the 
university had accept-
ed the letter and that 
the Vice-Chancellor, 
Abdulganiyu Ambali, 
commended Abolarin 
for his repentance and 
sincerity.

 
Reactions
There have been lots 

of variegated reactions 
since this information 
broke out last week. 
While  s ome p e ople 
called it “foolishness” 
and saw wrong in what 
he did by criticising 
him for giving excuses 
for his failure to con-
tinue his e ducation, 
others eulogised him 
for taking a bold step 
and sending a strong 
message to the nation 
that cheating and cor-
r u p t i o n  a re  w r o n g 
fo u n d at i o n s  w h i c h 
have not helped the 
nation.

“I  fe el  l ike crying 
as I was reading Abo-
larin’s words/confes-
sions. This is genuine 
repentance and people 
of the world may see 
him as a mentally de-
ranged person... but his 
genuine reasons are 
there for every sane 
person to discern. He 
took a very bold step 
t h at  e ve n  m a ny  o f 
our so-called religious 
clerics can’t do,” Von 
Stauffenberg respond-
ed on Punch website.

 In his reaction to 
the story, Ajayi Olu-
pono said: “Why is Ni-
geria what it is today? 
The country is now in 
a very serious debt and 
extreme p overty all 
because of the wicked 
attitudes of some past 
and present heads of 
state, presidents, min-
isters, senators, repre-
sentatives, governors, 
commissioners, chair-
men and women. The 
judiciary could not be 
left out! Remember, all 
those authorities men-

tioned above are either 
Alhajis that have gone 
to Mecca several times 
or punctual church go-
ers! Even the money 
meant to stop the daily 
bloodshed of helpless 
Nigerians in the north-
east was cornered by 
people. They should 
better emulate Abo-
larin, by refunding all 
those billions of stolen 
funds.”

The action of Abo-
larin should not only 
be a moral compass, 
he deserves a national 
honour in a country 
where the average be-
ing is a cheat, another 
commentator said.

R e a c t i n g ,  K u n l e 
Adufe said: “Nigerians 
are full of Abolarin, 
how many of us can 
defend their degrees 
& certificates? Nothing 
is done on merit again. 
Most people paid mon-

ey to get ad mission 
and employment, and 
at the end, the job is 
not done properly. At 
workplac e,  workers 
e n g a g e  i n  p e r s o n a l 
matters. The outcome 
o f  t h i s  b e h a v i o u r 
and action leads us 
t o  e c o n o m i c  re c e s -
sion. Who’s to blame? 
I think directly or in-
directly, most of us are 
involved because ma-
jority is not loyal and 
sincere to the country 
called Nigeria.”

“ H o w  I  w i s h  o u r 
political leaders who 
have stolen the nation 
blind would voluntari-
ly return their loots. 
Abolarin has exposed 
our religious leaders 
who are hiding the 
doctrine of restitution,” 
a n o t h e r  re s p o n d e d 
said.

As observer noted 
that Abolarin’s action 

Of morality and the quest 
for new order in Nigeria

has stirred self re-as-
sessment of individu-
al’s behaviour, which 
culminates in total na-
tional character.  He 
said Abolarin has chal-
lenged the politicians, 
the leader and the led, 
government officials 
and managers in the 
private sector to begin 
to reassess themselves 
in order to build the 
national economy.

Many careers have 
been built on faulty 
foundation and many 
managers have been 
m a d e  o ut  o f  f a u l t y 
groundwork.  The re-
sult of this is incompe-
tence, which leads to 
mismanagement.

An expert described 
management as how 
to harness human and 
m at e r i a l  re s o u r c e s 
to achieve organisa-
tional goal in a way 
that is efficient and 

effective, and in a way 
that it brings satisfac-
tion to all stakehold-
e r s ,  b ut  t h e  n at i o n 
has harnessed poorly 
e quipp e d managers 
because those appoint-
ing the managers have 
a c c u mu l a t e d  w h a t 
president of NIM, Ju-
bril Munzali, described 
as their accumulation 
of IOUs.  “The problem 
is that before some-
body reaches certain 
height in politics, he 
h a s  a c qu i re d  s o m e 
IOUs. When he there-
fore emerges as gover-
nor, he has to settle the 
IOUs at the expense of 
appointing people on 
true merit.”

While Abolarin has 
pointed to the route of 
integrity, he has equal-
ly shown that despera-
tion can reduce a per-
son’s value. Working 
hard to attain a status 
has more value, so Ab-
olarin has chosen the 
path of value.

The nation has suf-
fered from corner cut-
ting, corruption and 
favouritism.   O ften 
times, square pegs are 
put in round holes be-
cause of the leaders’ 
IOUs that are incurred 
in the process of climb-
ing up. The result is 
mismanagement and 
corruption to public 
peril.

It is on this premise 
that the fight against 
corruption should not 
only resolve around 
financial corruption, 
w h i c h  i s  h o w e v e r 
important, but be ex-
tended to unmerited 
appointments, inepti-
tude which is stifling 
the economy.

Abolarin has set a 
standard among his 
p e ers that cheating, 
corruption are wrong 
foundations. It is there-
fore imp ortant that 
this imp ortant mes-
sage is broadened.

Jephtaph Abolarin’s recent voluntary withdrawal from the University of Ilorin, (Unilorin) over 
self-confession of cheating in WAESSC is instructive to the nation’s course. Daniel Obi appraises 
the action in contest of nation building by deepening Abolarin’s course.
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Person In The News
Is the ‘Lion of Bourdillon’ 
losing his grip on power?T

hose who are in the 
know say that Bola 
A h m e d  T i n ub u ,  a 
former governor of 
Lagos State and the 

conscience of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC), is not a 
happy man at the moment. 
The goings-on in the country, 
particularly the disappointing 
outing of his party on virtually 
all fronts, are seriously affecting 
his businesses.

Although he defends the 
government and urges Nige-
rians to exercise a little more 
patience like any statesman 
of his ilk would do, the man 
who was largely responsible 
for Muhammadu Buhari’s vic-
tory appears not to be reap-
ing where he heavily sowed. 
Events in the last months have 
shown how hard hit Tinubu has 
been. The former governor of 
Lagos State, an accountant by 
profession, who has also made 
serious marks in the politics 
of the country, is unarguably 
a successful businessman. His 
interest spans through many 
sectors of the nation’s economy. 
And sadly, the economy under 
the APC is in a terrible mess, a 
development analysts believe 
is a direct consequence of the 
unpreparedness of the broom 
party for governance in the first 
place. Like every other Nigerian 
businessman, Tinubu’s busi-
nesses are currently experienc-
ing a slowdown in activities. 
Apart from the reduction in 
returns from his businesses, the 
‘Lion of Bourdillon’ is no doubt 
equally seeing a reduction in 
largesse from his political sons 
and daughters at various levels 
of government.

It would be recalled that Ti-
nubu bent backwards to field Bu-
hari against barrages of criticism. 
At the time, Tinubu insisted that 
Buhari was the only one that 
could provide Nigeria the quality 
governance it so much desired. 
Basking on the wide belief that 
Buhari was a credible person, 
with high level of integrity, the 
APC effortlessly rode into power.

Although BDSUNDAY is not 
privy to the power sharing ar-
rangement agreement reached 
between Buhari who was com-
ing from the Congress for Pro-
gressive Change (CPC) party, it 
can be authoritatively said that 
such understanding, if any, has 
either collapsed or is not work-
ing.

Those close to Tinubu say 
that the man is being sidelined 
in every sense of the word.

“Asiwaju as I see things today 
is on his own. The president 
has since surrounded himself 
with his brothers. But it is not 
unexpected. It is only those who 
refused to believe the history 
that doubted what the president 
is capable of doing when in of-
fice. Before the elections, many 
people said and wrote so many 
things about the likelihood of 
a severance of relationship be-

tween the two party chieftains. 
Today, such prediction as it were, 
is coming to pass,” said an analyst 
who craved anonymity.

Recall that in order to be part 
of the government; Tinubu had 
allegedly wanted to field himself 
as the vice president, a move that 
was shot down by many inter-
ests within the party. When that 
dream caved in, Yemi Osinbajo 
was fielded instead, even though it 
was obvious then that the lawyer-
turned politician is only going to 
be sidelined by the powers that be.

Moreover, Tinubu suffered 
a setback when his moves to 
install both the Senate President 
and House of Representatives 
speaker collapsed. Analysts 
had said that the former Lagos 
State governor had wanted to 
be closer to power at the centre 
by controlling the National As-
sembly. Ever since he lost in that 
mission, Tinubu has been left 
in the lurch. As it stands, some 
allege that he is neither being 
consulted nor carried along in 
government’s plans.

Not only that the Jagaban 
of Borgu lost out in the power 
sharing in the National Assembly, 
he was also not carried along in 
the appointment of ministers. In 
fact, it was said that his objec-
tions to and suggestions over the 
inclusion of certain names on the 
ministerial nomination list did 
not hold water as Buhari went 
ahead to do whatever he wanted. 
It appears, according to sources, 
that Aso Rock is doing exactly the 
opposite of all that Tinubu wants, 
albeit to frustrate him.

During the campaign tours 
of the country, Tinubu, who 
was not physically strong at the 
time, did everything within his 
powers and strength to be at the 
venues at the risk of his own life. 
In all of the places they went, 
the politician spoke and waved 
the broom, promising Nigerians 
of a rosy tomorrow in an APC 
government.  

During an event at the Ladoke 
Akintola University of Technol-
ogy, Ogbomosho in April 2015, 
Tinubu declared that the APC 

person who finds himself in 
that situation, is not happy with 
the situation, particularly when 
the Federal Government under 
the control of the APC is not 
doing well. It is not all about 
what should come to him that 
is no longer coming; or other 
considerations that tend towards 
personal interest, No; it is be-
cause what is happening now is 
totally different from what he 
had envisaged in terms of good 
governance,” Toyin Ayandeji, a 
political, analyst said.

Ac c ording to  Ayandej i , 
“Asiwaju had expected a qual-
ity leadership that would have 
made Nigerians to say ‘wow’, 
but where we are now is paint-
ing the APC black and all those 
associated with it. Whenever 
anybody is talking about the 
abysmal performance of the 
Federal Government, fingers will 
be pointing at Tinubu for leading 
the country to this sorry state. 
So, how would anybody expect 
him to be happy at the way 
things are happening?”

Nkem Odim, a legal practi-
tioner, said: “I think I like what 
is happening now. The South 
West is no longer talking. They 
are not talking because they are 
part of the charade they call gov-
ernance. At least, the APC origi-
nated from the South West. If it 
were another part of the country 
that midwives the APC that is 
terrorising everybody now; then 
you would have seen all manner 
of attacks from both individuals 
and groups from the South West. 
Today, all they are calling for is 
that Nigerians should exercise 
more patience.”

 Sometime ago, a group, the 
Action Group caucus of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC), had 
decried the actions of those it al-
leged to be ganging up against Ti-
nubu, saying those of them who 
joined the party after benefitting 
immensely from the “political 
sagacity and financial support 
of Tinubu would surely live to 
regret their acts of indiscipline, 
insubordination and attempt at 
destroying the ladder that took 
them to the top.”

Speaking through its spokes-
person, Segun Dipe, the group 
observed that some elements 
who believed that they could 
maintain their popularity only 
by denigrating Tinubu kept on 
telling lies against him. “These 
conspirators are filled with 
venom and they consist of too 
many craven and irresponsible 
politicians who are nothing 
more than the lap dogs for those 
oil barons, financial offend-
ers and other mafias guilty of 
keeping us down after having 
brought us to the state of forlorn 
hope,” he said.
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ZEBULON AGOMUO

Bola Tinubu
would eradicate poverty in Ni-
geria. He said: “A progressive 
government must turn its face 
from the austerity policies of 
the outgoing administration that 
tried to manage poverty, but not 
end it. Such policies serve only to 
deepen and prolong the hardship 
of the average person.”

But it is now very clear that 
a government he midwived has 
impoverished Nigerians in such 
a way that no government in 
the history of the country has 
ever done.

As one of those who fought 
relentlessly for the enthrone-
ment of democracy in the coun-
try, the question on the lips of 
many people is, is the Jagaban 
satisfied with the quality of 
governance by the APC? Is he 
satisfied with the type of de-
mocracy being served by his 
party? If yes, it then means that 
all his suffering in the days of the 
National Democratic Coalition 
(NADECO) would have been in 
vain after all.

 “Asiwaju, like every other 



W
hat is unique 
a b o u t  t h i s 
year’s matricu-
lation?

 It is pledge 
ceremony; very important. They 
pledge to each other, to truth, to 
integrity, to Nigerians. That’s not 
only significant for AUN, it is also 
for the entire region, it shows 
that the parents are confident 
enough that the insurgency, has, 
I won’t say that it’s ended, but it is 
so far removed now. The parents 
say really fascinating things. We 
have parents who brought their 
children home from America. One 
point there is, probably, because of 
the economic slowdown. There is 
a dad who spoke at the dinner for 
them, he said he had one child in 
one university in America, and it 
costs $55,000 (fifty-five thousand 
dollars) for a year. American edu-
cation is really expensive.

So, he said he began looking 
for another university and he 
was so happy he found us. And 
I actually had said to him thank 
you for bringing your son here 
and his response was why are you 
thanking me? I am bringing him to 
a better university. That is quite 
very extraordinary and parents 
whose children are schooling 
in America may start looking to 
bring them back and I think that 
is very great. This time, we have 
the biggest class. They keep com-
ing. Nigerians are coming home 
from America because we offer 
the same education that fits the 
cards. So, for me that is a really 
important point to get out. Why 
waiting for foreign exchange 
when you can give your children 
the American education here in 
the country?

Most importantly, these are 
young people who are graduat-
ing from secondary school, they 
are tender, they need to stay here 
with their fellow Nigerians and 
Africans; and not too far away 
from their parents where they 
can be monitored very closely 
to make sure they stay on track 
because they are young. But re-
member, this class now can study 
abroad at 48 universities and in 
24 countries. It means any AUN 
student can go to one of those 48 
universities and may pay AUN 
tuition. The point I am making is 
that they come here and they are 
being educated with other future 
Nigerian leaders. So, this 2020 
class has got that opportunity. 
They come to the AUN and get 
same quality education they get 
in America. Of course, our law 
school is officially opening tomor-
row (Tuesday, August 30, 2016). 
You have heard me say many 
times that our law programme is 
very unique.

So, I am really excited, about 
that. Our faculty, Professor Max-
well Gidado is here; our Dean, 
Professor Oladejo Justus Olowu is 
also on ground. So, we are putting 
together first grade faculty. For 
me what education represents, 
or part of what education can do 
is to look at those women who 
are vulnerable. For instance, the 

Chibok girls we brought to AUN, 
we have their pictures when they 
first came here- skinny, scared, etc, 
we had to begin from foundation 
class, English and maths; we pre-
pare them, so now we have six (6) 
out of 27 of those young women 
who are part of the pledge cer-
emony this year. I am enormously 
proud. The remaining 21 are still 
with the university in founda-
tion programmes. They are being 
prepared for the university edu-
cation. When I see their parents 
here, these are women who were 
living in the bush at the thick of 
the insurgency, they tell me their 
stories, ‘we cannot sleep in our 
houses we sleep in the bush’, very 
scary stories. The Chibok girls are 
saying ‘We won’t talk now; we’ll 
talk later what this thing means 
to us.’ And giving them university 
education is the best thing we 
would have done for them.

 
In terms of community ser-

vices, you have just spoken about 
the Chibok girls, are there other 
areas you are looking into? 

Sure, it is not really community 
service. Every AUN is involved in 
one form of humanitarian service 
or the other. It is better for you 
to see them than for me to talk. 
You will visit our ‘feed and read’ 

section, where we have children 
picked from the road. We provide 
them a meal and also teach them 
how to read and write. The most 
vulnerable people in your country 
right now, I believe, are these chil-
dren. They have been left behind, 
parents killed. They are living 
with us in the community, they 
are in their thousands; I only have 
money now for 200 boys  and 200 
girls; they feed and read – very 
simple (just as the name suggests) 
we have a total of 400;  I could do 
2000 (two thousand) tomorrow 
if I had the money, no question. 
They had no uniform when they 
arrived, but now they are in uni-
form. A woman in America who 
has a company producing school 
uniforms put some uniforms in a 
container and brought them to us.

I think the story is simple that 
if you pay attention to the kids – 
give them education- you have 
helped a whole generation. Again, 
the academic programme of AUN 
is tailored towards teaching our 
students how to solve those prob-
lems. My model is the American 
style education; great universities 
helped America become a power 
house in agriculture. You see such 
universities giving technology 
to extension agents that in turn 
train the farmers. That is how we 

became a powerful nation. We 
see faculty and our students as 
knowledge agents – how to read; 
how to grow food, how to adapt 
to various survival situations for 
the good of society. I wish every 
university in the country will 
begin to do a bit of this. I met the 
National University Commis-
sion (NUC) head recently – he is 
extraordinary, full of ideas – and 
I said maybe we can do some 
little more than is being done by 
the universities in the country to 
make a university education more 
relevant and begin to solve the 
basic needs of the country.

 
 Let me take you back to the re-

turnee students. Could you please 
tell us from how many countries 
these students are returning? 

There are eight countries in-
cluding Nigeria – South Africa, 
Rwanda, Uganda, Cameroun, US 
and Nigeria (some Nigerians are 
relocating from other universi-
ties within the country to AUN). I 
think what is happening has a link 
to the forex policy in the country 
right now. There’re many parents 
who had come from the US to 
bring their children here. I told 
you a dad said to me, ‘I brought 
him home to a better education 
from a fifty thousand (50,000) 
dollar education’.

 
How did you manage the pe-

riod of insurgency when parents 
were afraid of bringing their 
children down the North, par-
ticularly the North East?

 I came here in 2010. I remember 
in 2012, I got a message to return 
home that Nigeria was about to shut 
down. It was a very hard moment. 
That was when we formed the Ad-
amawa Peace Initiative (API). We 
brought together the religious and 
community leaders. Long before the 
upsurge in the insurgency we had 
this mechanism, because we start-
ed worrying about the kids who are 
vulnerable, especially older boys 
because they could be enlisted, they 
could be radicalised. It wasn’t easy. 
We got people together; we got talk-
ing and keep making friends and 
reaching out. But I found out that 
people were divided, they weren’t 
talking to each other. We began 
‘reading project’ with kids and the 
IDPs story started. It was a tough 
decision feeding the people; but the 
founder, I never met anyone like 
him, said ‘make sure nobody goes 
hungry’. He started sending money, 
telling us ‘keep going, keep going; 
this is what a development univer-
sity does’. So with that support we 
kept on going. I remember the first 

day we went to the Catholic Ca-
thedral with the Imam and people 
were talking, ‘ah a white lady’. Then 
we went to Moslem Council – white 
lady, Catholic Bishop- the guys were 
like, watching with skepticism; so, 
both the Bishop, the Imam and 
everybody we sent a very clear 
symbolic message that nobody is 
dividing us; we’ll take care of our 
people – the victims who have no 
home, no hope and no education. 
At a point, we had an interfaith 
breaking of fast here at the AUN, it 
was beautiful.

 
Why did it take the AUN so 

long to begin a Law programme?
 Remember we do American 

style education different from 
Nigerian education. I wanted to 
make sure we had 100 percent ac-
creditation for every programme 
we want to run, before we could 
start. We waited for the full ac-
creditation. We went out to look 
at the programmes that match our 
university as a problem-solving 
university. It is very expensive to 
establish a law faculty, the type 
we want. And during the time of 
the insurgency when we were 
working so hard to keep going, it 
was not easy to find the money to 
renovate our building to be used 
for the programme. We have been 
on it for some time; it is not as if we 
just started thinking about it. It 
takes time to write and file all the 
necessary documents to the NUC 
and other relevant authorities. 
Probably, about two years have 
gone in preparing to get the law 
programme running. So, I don’t 
think that is too long. Within 
these years also the AUN has es-
tablished a graduate school. In the 
midst of insurgency we opened 
our PhD programme.

 
What’s the value addition in 

the AUN law programme?
 It is a curriculum that is care-

fully prepared with very impor-
tant emphasis. Why are we the 
first in the country doing gender 
law? We are adapting to the 
changing times and the need of 
the hour. We know what happens 
nowadays; today’s women have 
got some authority, economic 
growth, corruption is reduced; 
children are educated, mortality 
declines, you guys need to ask the 
question why hasn’t the gender 
law passed the Senate; why hasn’t 
the sexual harassment law passed 
the Senate?

We are also focusing on the 
environment. We saw a report 
recently, the extent to which 
the environment has been de-
stroyed – in the Niger Delta. We 
need lawyers who are specialists 
in handling issues arising from 
such degradation, humanitarian 
laws, malnutrition- you may not 
have an idea how serious the 
problem of malnutrition is, child 
mortality, maternal mortality – 
everything, preventable. There 
must be specific laws to address 
such concerns. So, we want people 
trained in those areas to help solve 
the numerous problems arising 
from them.
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‘Law programmes in universities must address 
gender, humanitarian and environmental issues’

Margee Ensign, president of the American University of Nigeria (AUN), 
Yola, Adamawa State, in this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, on 
the sidelines of the institution’s 12th pledge ceremony spoke on the 
activities of AUN, the Law programme, the return of some Nigerian 
students from foreign universities, the need to restructure Nigeria’s 
education programmes to meet the need of the present time. Excerpts:

Ensign
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‘Functional school curriculum key to 
effective education system in Nigeria’

W
hat in-
spire d 
O a k -
n u t 
C h i l -

dren’s Centre?
I discover that focus is 

important, and it is not 
just about being successful 
or being a career person; it 
is pursuing purpose that 
gives you life fulfilment. 
First of all, God prompted 
me to do an NGO for teen-
agers and the physically 
challenged which has run 
for 13 years and we are 
still running. Presently, 
we are developing a centre 
for it. One day, God woke 
me up to say, ‘I’ll give you a 
chapel, and you’ll give me 
a crèche’. I am one person 
that when I receive an 
inspiration or instruction 
from God, I run with it. I 
began the preparation and 
brought an expert who 
came to talk me through 
what the crèche business 
is all about. So, we used the 
chapel to start the crèche 
in a bid to fulfil what God 
has ordered me to do. One 
day, I was passing through 
this place and God took 
my attention there and 
said He would use that 
space to build the school. 
That wowed me because 
I initially did not know 
what to do. So, we built 
up the place and we are 
here today.

 
Did it also have any-

thing to do with your love 
for children?

Growing up, I trained as 
a child evangelist. There 
are so many things I can 
do. I write books, I sing, I 
write songs. I am a very 
creative person. That cre-
ativity spans in my career. 
I came up with innovative 
things that drive my excel-
lence even in the office 
where I work. I create 
programmes. The most im-
portant thing in this is that 
I listen to God. God is look-
ing for people to use and 
as many as are available, 
He keeps loading with 
things to do for him. As 
a child evangelist, I have 
loved children. When I got 
married, I set out to have 
six children even though 
I have just two.

 
What features stand 

Oaknut apart from other 
crèches around?

First of all, when God 
gave me instructions to 
start this place, He told me 
He wanted me to run this 
place in the excellence of 
His name. I hear that some 
centres drug children so 
they can sleep all through 
because they do not want 
the children to cry. In this 
school, we believe crying 
is a natural expression, so 
children should be allowed 
to cry. What stands us 
out is that our standard is 
God’s standard and God’s 
standard is excellence, 
transparency and honesty, 
which are very important 
and we are so determined 
and committed to this. 
All these are reflected in 
our recruitment. Having 
worked as head of human 
capital in my organisation 
and knowing what people 
management is all about, I 
applied the skills I acquired 
in NIBSS in the recruit-
ment. My teachers are 
all committed graduates. 
When I got this inspira-
tion, I went to Welding 
University in Florida to 
study Early Childhood 
Administration, Manage-
ment and Leadership. I 
also brought in an expert 
in Early Childhood Educa-
tion who came in here to 
do hands-on with all my 
teachers. I brought in a 
medical person who took 
us all in First Aid train-
ing. We went through the 
First Aid training because 
we know that children 
can come up with any-
thing at anytime. They 
can convulse, swallow 
things; even though our 
environment is safe, you 
never can say. For this 
one year, we have not 
had any accident. This is 
our first anniversary and 
we thought to give back 
to our community. We 
have offered free medical 
services with one of the 
best hospitals, which is 
Saint Nicholas Hospital. 
Our equipment are the 
state-of-art and our fee is 
absolutely competitive. 
All of the schools around 
us charge higher. I needed 

to first equip myself and 
the centre. We are sitting 
on our own property and 
no one will relocate us to 
anywhere. One of our staff 
at the crèche is from the 
Philippines, married to a 
Nigerian; she is a mother 
and also passionate about 
children. 

 
One year down the 

line, what have been your 
challenges?

I have a very good men-
tor. So those challenges 
that people experience 
doing this kind of project, 
I learnt from her and we 
foreclose on them. Elec-
tricity has been an issue. 
This centre runs on 24-
hour non-stop power sup-
ply because we have an 
inverter and a solar system 
that powers the school. 
We have our own inde-
pendent power supply, if 
not electricity would have 
been a problem.

 
How are you coping 

with the economic reces-
sion?

Our parents are still 
paying because our fee is 
very low and we charge 
per month because we 
know it may be a lot for 
parents to pay per term. 
We aligned our fee policy 
to meet the needs of the 
parents, bearing in mind 
that most of the parents 
are salary earners. The 
demography here is mid-
dle class, that is why we 
fixed our fee policy to run 
monthly.

 
Which area of the ed-

ucation system do you 
think the government 
should address urgently?

Lagos State is very com-
mendable. Even when 
you enter public school in 
Lagos, you will know that 
Lagos State is very mindful 
of high quality of educa-
tion. The public schools in 
Lagos look like the private 
schools. There is a law 
that says no child should 
be seen loitering around. 
Even if the curriculum is 
so awesome and the chil-
dren are not controlled, it 

Chinasa Jonathan-Ojei, head of human capital at the Nigeria Inter-Bank Settle-
ment System Plc (NIBSS) and director of Oaknut Children’s Centre, Ikota Villa Estate, 
Lagos, speaks with Ifeoma Okeke on ways the government can best manage the 
education sector in Nigeria.

becomes a problem. In my 
NGO, I work with Lagos 
State Education Ministry. 
I have always said it that 
school curriculum should 
be functional and not 
be a lot of theory. When 
children are taking Home 
Economics, it should be 
practical. We should have 
a lab that will train the 
children and give them 
the real life experience, 
which is part of the things 
we do when we do our 
NGO summer camp. The 
laboratory should be prop-
erly equipped. The teach-
ers should be appreciated 
and trained properly and 
consistently because in-
formation is dynamic. So 
training and retraining 
are key to education. Other 
states should emulate the 
education system of La-
gos State. In Rivers State 
also, the public schools are 
much more equipped than 
most of the private schools.

 
What was growing up 

for you like?
Growing up, I was very 

active and I used to do a 
lot of sports. I have a lot 
of medals as well. I was 
in athletics and I played 
basketball even for my 
university. I represented 
my school in sporting ac-
tivities at the primary, 
secondary and university 
levels. I love to read. My 
first degree is in Econom-
ics, my second degree is in 
Human Resource Manage-
ment, and my third degree 
is in International Law and 
Diplomacy.

 
Where do you see Oak-

nut Children’s Centre in 
the next 10 years?

I  see multiplication 
because currently, our 
parents go out to give a 
referral on us because we 
have done their children 
well. One of the parents, 
whose child is not up to 
one year, says once it is 
8.00am the little baby will 
go and look for her food 
kits, that means Blessing 
wants to go to school. Our 
environment is conducive; 
it’s a place children want to 
come to.
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I 
feel called upon to make 
my own contribution to 
the dialogue on a solution 
to the economic recession 
that Nigeria is undergoing.

It is evident now that the 
oil price shock was the main 
contributing factor causing the 
downward spiral in the econ-
omy resulting in the present 
recession.  In any ailing economy 
the first step that must be taken 
is a diagnosis of the problem 
and in Nigeria’s case I would 
diagnose that it is suffering from 
malignant metabolic economic 
syndrome, complicated by infla-
tion, high interest rates, unem-
ployment, weak infrastructure 
and the results of the global fall 
in the price of oil. It is indeed a 
gloomy state of affairs which 
if not treated with urgency by 
introducing strong fiscal, trade 
and monetary policy could well 

lead to depression. 
We know that Nigeria has 

experienced mismanagement 
for several decades but now is 
not the time to lament but to 
chart a clear economic policy 
direction that will give value to 
the economy. This will entail de-
veloping macroeconomic models 
tailored to stimulate all sectors of 
the economy and catapulting us 
out of recession.

On the issue of monetary 
policy there is a lot of confusion. 
There is the need for harmonisa-
tion between CBN policy which 
is leaning towards tight liquidity 
in a bid to harness inflation and 
the Minister of Finance’s call 
for increased public spending 
on capital projects. Note that 
CBN increased the MPR by 200 
basis points from 12percent to 
14percent to combat inflation 
and stimulate growth. The MPR 

is the anchor rate at which the 
CBN, in performing its role as 
lender of last resort, lends to De-
posit Money Banks to boost the 
level of liquidity in the banking 
system. If the apex bank intends 
to increase the level of liquidity 
in the economy, it reduces the 
MPR but increases it when it 
intends to tighten money sup-
ply. By increasing MPR, CBN has 
unfortunately tightened lend-
ing. The banking sector requires 
strengthening and must be em-
powered to lend. I recommend 
that money from the Treasury 
Single Account should go back 
to the banks at single digit rates 
and that banks’ recommended 
lending rate should not exceed 
5percent.

I feel that the CBN should 
focus on productive value of the 
economy and not the numerical 
value of the naira. The recent 

devaluation of the naira by the 
introduction of a floating naira 
exchange rate has not yielded 
positive results as we see the 
naira spiraling downwards. 
In fact the new forex regime 
caused a drop in the GDP from 
$500billion to some $350billion 
by reducing per capita income to 
below $600.

In proffering a solution to this, 
I feel that government’s mon-
etary policy will be required to 
move from strict monetarism of 
the Milton Friedman School of 
thought to the Keynesian Model. 
Milton Friedman promoted an 
alternative macroeconomic 
viewpoint known as “monetar-
ism”, and argued that a steady, 
small expansion of the money 
supply was the preferred policy. 
His ideas concerning monetary 
policy, taxation, privatization 
and deregulation influenced 

government policies, especially 
during the 1980s. His monetary 
theory influenced the Federal 
Reserve’s response to the glob-
al financial crisis of 2007–08. 
On the other hand Keynesian 
economics advocates a mixed 
economy – predominantly pri-
vate sector, but with a role for 
government intervention during 
recessions. Keynesian economics 
served as the standard economic 
model in the developed nations 
during the latter part of the Great 
Depression, World War II, and 
the post-war economic expan-
sion (1945–1973).

I believe strongly that Nigeria 
can recover from recession and 
I recommend as a start the need 
for a Presidential Proclama-
tion at the National Assembly, 
switching from Austerity Policy 
to Growth Policy, this will instill 
hope and form the basis for the 
way forward. I am not sure if the 
Economic Emergency Powers re-
quested by Mr. President would 
work. I recall that President 
Shagari had them and failed; the 
Venezuelan model has also not 
worked.  To boost the economy 
will require massive spending 
on infrastructure and public 
works which will also require 
manpower resources. This is the 
Keynesian economic model. This 
way we will spend our way out 
of recession with the objective 
of reducing inflation. The CBN 
should reduce the MPR to single 
digit of say 5percent and create 
a framework for quantitative 
easing.

Further, we need to consider 
a National Treatment Policy that 
will create the environment for 
real sector growth. We would 
need to establish a Develop-
ment and Guarantee Bank to 
provide financing for national 
development which can be sup-
ported by asset securitisation. 
Considering all solutions, I will 
add the need for the govern-
ment to prepare a Public Sector 
Borrowing Requirement (PSBR) 
and borrow according to needs. 
It may be possible to borrow 
against future oil receivables 
as was proposed with China by 
the last administration. It would 
also be necessary for the federal 
and state governments to pay off 
domestic debts to inject liquidity 
into the system, whilst retaining 
a clear debt ratio policy.

I have always advocated the 
need for massive legal and insti-
tutional reform in the financial 
services sector which will allow 
money to flow through the veins 
of the economy. For banking 
regulations I suggest we can 
adopt the UK model by creating 
a Financial Conduct Authority 
(FCA) and a Prudential Regula-
tory Authority (PRA). The Finan-
cial Conduct Authority (FCA) is 
a financial regulatory body in 
the United Kingdom, but oper-
ates independently of the UK 
government, and is financed by 
charging fees to members of the 
financial services industry. The 
FCA regulates financial firms 
providing services to consumers 
and maintains the integrity of 
UK’s financial markets. It focuses 
on the regulation of conduct by 
both retail and wholesale finan-
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‘Practical solutions to 
scale Nigeria’s recession’

President Buhari Agbakoba

Disturbed by the worsening economic situation of the country and its numerous negative 
consequences on Nigerians, Olisa Agbakoba, a senior advocate of Nigeria (SAN), a 
former president of the Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) and a maritime lawyer, in this 
open letter to President Muhammadu Buhari, copied to Abubakar Bukola Saraki, 
Senate president, and Yakubu Dogara, speaker of the House of Representatives, 
emphasised the need for an urgent step to save the country from imminent collapse.  

Continues on page 17
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T
he local government, 
which is referred as 
the third tier of gov-
ernment in Nigeria, 
may be defined low-

est level of government in a 
country established by law to 
ensure the effective and efficient 
administration of the localities 
or rural areas. The United Na-
tions Department of Public 
Administration defines the lo-
cal government as the political 
sub- division of a country which 
is designed by law and has sub-
stantial control of local affairs 
including power to impose levies 
and exact labour for prescribed 
purposes.

The local government is an 
indispensable unit of the federa-
tion. It is the tier of government 
nearest to the people. Part II, sec-
tion 7 (1) of the 1999 Constitution 
of the Federal Republic of Nige-
ria (as amended 2011) guarantees 
that the government state shall 
ensure the existence of local 
government under a law which 
provides for the establishment, 
structure, composition, finance 
and functions of such councils.

The local government is cre-
ated to bring government nearer 
to the people; serve as the me-
dium to articulate and promote 
local interest; act as the instru-
ment for political education; and 
promotion of rural development. 
Others are to mobilise and har-
ness local resources; and to 
serve as link between the rural 
dwellers and other tiers of the 
government.

However, for more than half 
of a decade in Abia State, the lo-
cal government elections have 
not been held in Abia State. The 

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu

 OKECHUKWU KESHI UKEGBU

The imperatives of local 
government elections in Abia State

local government system has 
been operated under a caretaker 
arrangement. While this has 
attracted barrage of criticisms 
in the past, it has seriously ham-
pered progress and develop-
ment of the local government 
areas in the state. That is why 

the recent pronouncement by 
Abia State Independent Elec-
tion Commission (ABSIEC) fixing 
local government elections for 
chairmanship and councillor-
ship positions in all the 17 local 
government councils and  292 
ABSIEC wards in the state for 

December 17, 2016 is a cheering 
news for all Abians despite their 
political divide.The announce-
ment also directed all candidates 
of political parties intending 
to participate in the election 
have been asked to proceed to 
ABSIEC’s headquarters for col-
lection of nomination forms not 
later than October 14.

Abians across the 17 local gov-
ernment areas are viewing the 
action beyond the exercise of the 
powers conferred on the com-
mission by Part 11, Third Sched-
ule, Section 4, Sub-section (a) and 
(b) of the 1999 Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria and 
pursuant to the Fifth Schedule, 
Section 160 of Abia State Local 
Government Law No. 9 of 2002. 
This singular action portrays 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu as a 
man whose words are his bond. 
It portrays him as a man who 
has departed from the previous 
ways of doing things and wants 
to do things differently.

The important roles the local 
government plays in a system 
cannot be overemphasised. They 
are divided into Mandatory, 
permissive and concurrent. The 
obligatory roles of the local 
government are those roles pro-
vided by Schedule IV of t Con-
stitution. They are functions 
which the local government is 
bound to render to the people 
because of its knowledge of the 
local problems. The obligatory 
roles include maintenance of 
rural roads, streets, and drain-
ages; construction and main-
tenance of motor parks, public 
conveniences and cemeteries; 
provision of health facilities 
such as clinics, dispensaries and 
maternities.

Others are disposal of refuse; 
building of primary schools; 

collection of rates; radio and 
television licenses; licensing 
of bicycles, trucks, wheel bar-
rows; naming of streets, roads 
and numbering of houses, reg-
istration of births, deaths and 
marriages; establishment and 
maintenance of recreational 
facilities; and regulation of out-
door advertisements, movement 
of domestic animals, shops and 
kiosks, restaurants and food and 
liquor renders.

Indeed, it is not out of place 
to state here that these func-
tions have suffered for lack of 
democratically elected execu-
tives in the local government 
areas in the state. Also, Gover-
nor Ikpeazu’s developmental 
strides in the urban centres 
cannot be complete if there 
are no complementary efforts 
in the rural centres because 
this is where the bulk of the 
residents dwell.

No wonder the Ikpeazu’s 
administration in its bid to close 
the gap of infrastructural devel-
opment between rural areas and 
the cities, constituted the Abia 
State Rural Infrastructural De-
velopment Initiative (ASTRIDE). 
The initiative is charged with 
providing at least one project in 
each of the 184 INEC wards in 
the 17 local government areas 
of the state.

The forthcoming local gov-
ernment elections have pro-
vided Abians another window to 
contribute meaningfully to the 
development of the state. There 
is a passionate appeal to shun 
our differences and embrace this 
golden opportunity. “There is no 
tomorrow better than today”!

•Ukegbu, a public policy ana-
lyst and communication strate-
gist, writes from Umuahia, Abia 
State. keshiafrica@gmail.com.

cial services firms whereas the 
Prudential Regulation Authority 
was created as a part of the Bank 
of England by the Financial 
Services Act (2012) and is respon-
sible for the prudential regula-
tion and supervision of around 
1,700 banks, building societies, 
credit unions, insurers and major 
investment firms. This model 
would limit CBN like the Bank of 
England to monetary policy and 
domicile supervisory functions 
in the PRA. The proposed new 
regulatory agencies will provide 
more effective supervision of the 
banks than is the case.

On the need for huge stimuli 
for business growth there will be 
the need to create a debt factor 
market to soak up non-perform-
ing loans presently on the banks’ 
balance sheets now standing at 
about 20trillion naira. Also me-
dium and small businesses must 
be encouraged and enabled to 

access funds to grow their busi-
nesses as these businesses rep-
resent the engine of economic 
growth. Access to funds should 
be supported by a robust private 
sector led mortgage market by 
waking up dead capital trapped 
in the nation’s housing stock 
valued at over 7 trillion naira. 
We will also need to urgently ex-
plore alternative income sources 
from Agriculture, Maritime, 
Aviation, Infrastructure, Mining 
etc. If Government’s efficiency is 
enhanced and the States are re-
quired to contribute as economic 
enablers, then there will be less 
strain on the national purse and 
States will be forced to generate 
income.

It will be encouraging for the 
government to give hope with 
a clear vision of how to tackle 
recession. For example Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s ‘New Deal’ got the 
United States out of the Great 
Depression in the 1930’s. In the 
case of FDR’s New deal, massive 

public works programmes like 
the momentous Tennessee Val-
ley construction were undertak-
en to generate employment and 
hope for the American people. 
Several important laws were 
enacted to support the New deal 
among which two in particular 
impacted on the economy. The 
Glass-Steagall Banking Act was 
enacted to restore confidence in 
the banking system after thou-
sands of bank failures in the first 
years of the Depression in the 
U.S. This Act prohibited banks 
that held government deposits 
from speculation and trading 
but compelled lending to the real 
sector. Also the National Indus-
trial Recovery Act (NIRA) was a 
law passed by the United States 
Congress in 1933 to authorise the 
President to regulate industry to 
stimulate economic recovery. It 
also established a Public Works 
Administration to put millions 
back in employment by massive 
public infrastructure develop-

ment.
A more recent example in 

the U.S was the introduction of 
the Emergency Economic Sta-
bilisation Act, 2008 commonly 
referred to as an Act to bailout 
the U.S financial system. This 
law was enacted in response to 
the subprime mortgage crisis. 
The United States Secretary of 
the Treasury was thereby au-
thorised to spend $700 billion 
to purchase failing bank assets 
under the Troubled Asset Relief 
Program (TARP). Under TARP, 
funds for the purchase of dis-
tressed assets were mostly re-di-
rected to inject capital into banks 
and other financial institutions 
while the Treasury continued 
to examine the usefulness of 
targeted asset purchases.

Another innovative piece of 
legislation was the American 
Recovery and reinvestment Act 
signed into law by President 
Obama in 2009. This historic 
legislation stimulated massive 

job creation during challenging 
economic times by cutting taxes 
and investing billions of dollars 
in critical sectors such as energy, 
health care, infrastructure and 
education.

I have highlighted all of these 
illustrations to project how other 
jurisdictions have dealt with 
economic crises. I emphasise the 
need for immediate economic 
and macroeconomic policy mea-
sures to be put in place. This will 
require setting up a council of 
economic advisers to advise Mr. 
President on economic policy by 
providing objective economic 
analysis and advice on the de-
velopment and implementation 
of a wide range of domestic and 
international economic policy 
issues. This will provide a New 
Economic Model that when 
implemented and pursued vigor-
ously can pull us from this reces-
sion by second quarter of 2017. 
However, if nothing is done the 
recession cycle may well extend 
up to Q4 2020.

Thank you for this opportu-
nity to address you directly on 
this very crucial topic.

‘Practical solutions to scale Nigeria’s...
Continued from page 16
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There could be no end to election 
postponement in Edo State. The 
gubernatorial election was sup-

posed to be held Saturday, September 10 
until the DSS and police flew a red flag, 
warning that the INEC would go ahead 
with the election at its own peril. The 
claim was that certain elements were 
planning to attack the state within that 
period. Now, the issue of insecurity is 
one challenge the country is battling 
with; the argument in some quarters is 
that it (insecurity) has become part and 
parcel of our everyday life and must 
not disrupt a well-planned calendar. 
It is even defeatist for state security 
agents to order for election postpone-
ment because certain faceless people 
threatened to attack the state. If the 
entire security apparati in the country 
could not provide the needed protection 
for only Edo, how would they handle 
the situation if the election were to be 
held in all the states of the federation, 

simultaneously? What happened in Edo 
has further eroded the confidence of the 
Nigerian masses in the security forces 
in the country. When we were growing 
up, we knew that it was only govern-
ment that had the monopoly of violence 
and those were the days that when 
armed robbers heard that policemen 
were close to where they operate, they 
flee. The reason is simple – the police 
and army had bigger guns and capable 
of unleashing terror at will. Today, it ap-
pears the reverse is the case, otherwise 
why would the entire security forces, 
with the armada of ammunition on 
ground in Edo, insist on postponement 
of an election that had been scheduled 
for over three months? It just simply 
means that the exercise could even be 
postponed indefinitely if the bad boys 
so determine. All they need to do is to 
issue a fresh threat statement and our 
security people would duck.

What if DSS, Police come up with another intelligence?
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Whenever I hear or read about 
people claiming that “Nigeria’s 
unity is non-negotiable”, I feel 

so sad and it repulses me to no end. This 
claim has always come from those who 
are heavily benefiting from the “staying 
together” of Nigeria; they make such 
claims as if they love Nigeria more than 
those who want it split. A few days ago, 
Aminu Tambuwal, Sokoto State gover-
nor, said the unity of the country was 
non-negotiable. It is absurd to talk about 
unity in Nigeria as of today. It is crystal 
clear that Nigerians are just merely 
co-existing or co-habiting. Even the gov-
ernment of the day does not believe in 
the unity of Nigeria. Its actions and in-

The Sultan of Sokoto, Sa’ad Abubakar 
III, spoke like an ordinary man a few 
days ago when he said that the Fu-

lani herdsmen moving with guns, causing 
mayhem, killing villagers and fighting 
farmers were not Nigerians but foreign 
terrorists. At his level and his rating in-
ternationally, the sultan represents a class 
that thinks and looks at issues all round 
before making any statement thereto. But 
on this very issue, the Grade I Monarch 
may have missed the mark. I hope he did 
not make such a statement before John 
Kerry, the US secretary of state who vis-
ited him recently. Granted that the herds-
men were foreigners; so they are free to 
move about with dangerous arms? Does 

Wishful thinking

Et tu Sultan!

Matthew Hassan Kukah, Catho-
lic bishop of Sokoto Diocese, 
scored the bull’s eye the other 

day when he pointedly asked President 
Muhammadu Buhari to be man enough 
to face the challenges of governance and 
stop agonizing over the misdeeds of past 
administrations.

According to Kukah, “Nigerians didn’t 
vote a government to complain about 
yesterday. If we wanted yesterday, the 
new government would not be there.” 
He reminded Buhari that the “previous 
government did not only do bad things, 
it did a lot of good things”.

“I think the business of government 
is not our business; our business is, if the 
previous government did bad, that is why 
we voted a new government. It is really 
about taking responsibility… you take 
power to solve problem, not to agonise,” he 
emphasised. I hope eyes are reading and 
those with ears heard Kukah very clearly!

The bull’s eye

The National Assembly has been 
under lock and key in the last three 
months as the federal lawmakers 

deserted their job on the excuse that 
they are on an annual recess. Within this 
period, the country has moved from bad 
to worse. Up till this moment the true 

Insensitive
picture of what is happening to the 2016 
Budget has remained unknown and many 
important matters that legislators should 
have tackled with speed of lightening are 
not being attended to. Most of the reports 
on the National Assembly all this period 
centred on the crisis of allegation in the 
bi-cameral chambers. The question is, 
why did the National Assembly shut 
down three whole months at a stretch in 
the name of holidays? It means they only 
work for nine months in a year, yet earn-
ing so much. If they were very productive 
and of a huge benefit to the country, it 
wouldn’t have been a problem; but that 
an insignificant number that collects so 
much from the public till, goes on recess 
for three months in one year is immoral. 
Even as they are resuming on Tuesday, 
all that Nigerians will be hearing from 
them is Saraki and others are in court 
today; Dogara and Jibrin are in court the 
next day. Lots of distractions and below-
par performance that justify the calls 
for a part – time National Assembly. Is 
it not even better they remain in recess 
indefinitely?

Enough of the whining!

It is becoming increasingly nauseat-
ing to hear the incessant complaints 
by the present government against 

past administrations. Granted that past 
governments may not be justified for 
not saving for the rainy day, their short-
sightedness, as it were, cannot be used 
as an alibi by the current government to 
shirk its responsibility.

Muhammadu Buhari spent so many 
years plotting to become a civilian presi-
dent, he never spent one hour to plan 
the art and science of governance in a 
democratic setting. The All Progressives 
Congress (APC), a vehicle on which he 
rode to power equally did not prepare for 
governance but just about how to grab 
power. Before he became president on 
May 29 last year, Buhari knew that power 
supply was near zero, insecurity was at 
its worst, unemployment level had hit 
the roof, militancy and insurgency were 
almost becoming a culture in the country. 
In fact, Nigeria was unhealthy in every 
sense of the word, yet Buhari traversed 
the length and breadth of the country 
seeking votes and promising to make all 
things new. If the past administrations 
were perfect, Nigerians would not have 
voted out Jonathan and his party, but to 
have been voted in and the people are 
still daily being inundated with excuses 
is to say the least defeatist. Buhari, a few 
days ago in Daura, Katsina State during 
the Sallah celebration was in his ele-
ment blaming Obasanjo, Yar’Adua, and 

Kukah

Dogara

actions since May 29, 2015 have further 
torn into shreds any semblance of unity 
that existed before the day of its inau-
guration. How would anyone be talking 
about unity when people are now ap-
prehensive of their safety even within 
their neighbourhood; when people are 
no longer free to live wherever they 
choose to and when the government is 
populated by people from same eth-
nic group and government is clearly 
verbalising hate for some sections of 
the country? Unfortunately, it is those 
who claim that the unity of Nigeria is 
non-negotiable that still fan the embers 
of disunity. It is not enough to talk, let’s 
walk the talk.

that not suggest that there’s no govern-
ment in a country where bearing of arms 
is not legalised? Has the Sultan pondered 
over the amazing silence from the seat 
of power in Abuja over the rampaging 
“foreign” herdsmen? Nigerians are be-
coming increasingly skeptical about a lot 
of things in the country and they easily 
draw their conclusions. For a respected 
traditional ruler of the sultan stature to 
say the herdsmen were foreigners freely 
parading with dangerous arms in a coun-
try we thought was under a government 
that claims to be fighting insecurity does 
not gel at all. I think Nigerians deserve 
an apology from the respected Sultan for 
this misrepresentation of facts.

President Buhari

Jonathan for his obvious failure. Enough 
of the insult on the sensibility of Nigeri-
ans, please! At the APC South-East rally 
in Owerri in 2015, Buhari declared he 
would make the naira equal to the dollar 
if voted into office. He continued: “It is sad 
that the value of the naira has dropped to 
more than 230 to one dollar. This does not 
speak well for the nation.” If N230 to one 
dollar is sad, what shall we say today of 
the exchange-rate inching N500 to one 
dollar under his administration?



I
f there is any sec-
tor of the Nige-
rian economy where 
government’s action 

or inaction obstructs 
due process and retards 
growth, that sector is 
housing.

The housing market 
in the country is largely 
underdeveloped because 
government has failed to 
come up with a deliberate 
policy to grow the mort-
gage system which, in 
other jurisdictions, drives 
housing development and 
homeownership.

As a country of almost 
180 million people, the 
housing stock in the 
country is said to be a 
little above 10 million 
units; homeownership 
is said to be only 10 
percent as against 92 per-
cent in Singapore, while 
the housing demand-
supply gap is about 17 
million units. 

Experts explain that 
the reason for this poor 

are institutional and 
regulatory developments 
that are still lacking in 
the industry.

“We don’t have a 
sound data-base of 
Nigerians; the National 
ID Card is still struggling 
and foreclosure laws 
are still not strong,” says 
Toyin Banjo, a mortgage 
expert, arguing that if 
the banks had all the 
above issues resolved, 
they would give people 
mortgage based on their 
credit rating.

According to him, as 
financial intermediators, 
it is the responsibility of 
mortgage banks to protect 
depositor’s money, stress-
ing that for them to pro-
tect those deposits, they 
have to ask for something 
that would act as a back-
up to the money they give 
out to borrowers.

housing situation is that, 
among other factors, 
there is no functional 
mortgage system, adding 
that the slow growth of 
the sector is because of 
its relative newness such 
that many people don’t 
understand why they 
should save their money 
in mortgage banks.

The bigger challenge 
in the slow growth of 
the mortgage sector is 
that over 90 percent 
of the few residential 
developments are not 
covered by any form of 
mortgage.“Of the 10.7 
million housing units 
in Nigeria,10 percent of 
which is self-built, only 
about 5 percent is in for-
mal mortgage”, says Ajila 
Dare, a mortgage origina-
tor and adviser.

This means that effec-
tively about 95 percent 
of home equity/savings 
in residential develop-
ments are ‘dead assets’. It 
is estimated that mort-

gage finance require-
ment for the country 
stands at between N30-
50 trillion.

Many residential 
developments in Nigeria 
were built or bought 
without recourse to 
mortgage due to the 
many constraints that 
have to be overcome 
in securing the facility 
from mortgage institu-
tions. These constraints 
are regulatory, financial 
and operational.

Land ownership 
and management in 
this country is always 
encumbered by admin-
istrative difficulties, 
especially with the 
issuance of Governor’s 
Consent. Apart from 
poor land registry 
practices, compensation 
for land is based on ‘fair 
compensation’, which is 
in turn based on diverse 
interpretations.

There is absence of 
an overarching legal and 

regulatory framework for 
the housing industry.  Lim-
ited access to long term 
funding; lengthy, rigid and 
ineffective foreclosure pro-
cedures;  non-vibrancy of 
primary mortgage banks 
and low level of participa-
tion in the National Hous-
ing Fund (NHF) are some 
of the financial constraints 
buyers have to contend 
with.

Operational costs, 
manifest in high cost of 
housing developments 
such as building materi-
als, land acquisition and 
transaction costs and 
reliance on expensive and 
conventional construction 
procedures coupled with 
inefficient land manage-
ment and urban planning 
system also contribute to 
operational cost.

Low level of infra-
structure provision for 
housing units devel-
oped, skills shortage and 
insufficient capacity 
building are also part of 

the operational costs are 
issues that need to be 
addressed.

Some experts argue 
that part of the reasons 
for the low mortgage 
facility for residential 
development is mortgage 
operators’ demand for 
equity contribution as 
prerequisite for mort-
gage loan. But industry 
operators say such 
contribution is necessary 
for a number of reasons 
including the need to 
protect depositors’ mon-
ey; need to hedge against 
default; lack of sound 
data-base on Nigerians 
among others.

Equity contribution, 
they explain, is as funda-
mental to mortgage lend-
ing as it is to regular flow 
of income. Banks usually 
demand this from loan 
seekers because there 
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H
ave you heard 
t h e  r e c e n t 
c o m m e n t 
by President 
Muhammadu 

Buhari’s special adviser 
on economic matters, Ad-
eyemi Dipeolu? Well, for 
the benefit of readers of 
Panorama who have not, 
the other day on Chan-
nels TV’s breakfast show, 
Sunrise Daily, Dipeolu said 
something to the effect 
that that for the economy 
to get out of the present 
quagmire, all hands must 
be on deck.

Good talk, isn’t it? Yes, 
on the surface at least, 
even though the present 
ugly state of the Nigerian 
economy is entirely the 
fault of the Buhari govern-
ment. Forget all this blame 
game and noise about how 
they met a “virtually emp-
ty treasury” and how they 
did not inherit anything 
from Obasanjo, Yar’Adua 
and Jonathan.  It ’s  all 

Government people, 
Nigerians are not fools abeg

“sound and fury signifying 
nothing”. A government is 
elected to solve problems, 
not to complain and whine 
about past errors; to be 
an architect, not an ar-
chaeologist. The Nigerian 
economy is in recession 
today because the govern-
ment of the day failed to 
take prompt action when 
it mattered most; failed to 
strike while the iron was 
still hot; and continues to 
look backward instead of 
forward. Several columns 
have been written on Ni-
geria’s path to recession, 
and much of the blame is 
on the road not taken by 
the present government.  

As secretary of Busi-
nessDay Editorial Board 
last year, I could count 
the number of editorials 
we churned out calling 
on the newly-inaugurated 
Buhari government to 
sustain the confidence 
that had built up on the 
economy following the 
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violence-free elections 
and smooth transition as 
well as the general per-
ception of Buhari as a 
man of integrity. But was 
he even reading our edi-
torials? No. He probably 
just read Mike Asukwo’s 
cartoons directly below 
the editorials and laughed 
and laughed and laughed 
– thanks to Garba Shehu, 
his spokesman, for that 
revelation. And when he 
was not reading cartoons 
and laughing, he was, 
like Lemuel Gulliver, the 
protagonist of Jonathan 
Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, 
touring the world.

And now that all that 
confidence, including even 
the massive goodwill of 
Nigerians that ushered 
Buhari and the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
into Aso Rock, has been 
completely eroded, blown 
by no one else but the 
government itself, govern-
ment people turn around 

and push the buck back to 
the hunger-ravaged Nige-
rian masses.

First, you tell poor, suf-
fering, shrunken, hungry 
and angry Nigerians – 
many of who have lost 
their means of livelihood 
and even loved ones in the 
past year due to worsening 
hardship – that change, 
that nauseating word that 
you used to swindle them 
many months ago, begins 
with them. You ask half-
dead people to continue to 
endure, to persevere and 
make further sacrifice in 
the faint hope of a better 
future while you maintain 
a fleet of over 10 presiden-
tial jets and live lavishly. 
Well, former Governor 
Ikedi Ohakim of Imo State 
did it too. He had a slogan: 
Sacrifice a little and enjoy 
forever. But while Imo 
people sacrificed, he plun-
dered the state resources.    

And now, a certain 
economic adviser asks 
Nigerians to put all their 
hands on deck. But which 
deck? Yes, we realize that 
Economics is not Physics. 
Yes, we realize that cer-
tain policies may not yield 
immediate results; that 
there may be time lag. We 
know all that. And we also 
know that there is need for 
flexible thinking. But our 
worry is that there doesn’t 
seem to be any thinking 
going on at all. Nigerians 
don’t see any steps be-
ing taken signalling some 
form of movement. What 
we see is rigidity. We see 
a repeat of 1984/85. We 
see a government hold-
ing steadfastly to archaic 

ideas that have long been 
consigned to the dustbin 
of history. Was it not a top 
official of this government 
that was quoted to have 
said sometime ago that not 
even the best economists 
from Harvard and Oxford 
can turn this economy 
around?

And now Dipeolu says: 
“When Korea faced eco-
nomic crisis in 1997/98, I 
saw pictures of women in 
thousands, coming out and 
giving their golds to their 
country so it can be sold 
so they can get out of this 
difficulty.”

What an analogy! But 
you can trust Nigerians to 
react appropriately. And 
here are some of the reac-
tions on Nairaland.

Agwom: “How can a 
hungry woman or man 
donate?”

DozieInc: “Chai! A whole 
adviser on economic mat-
ters... His wife should lead 
the way, or he should tell 
that to Mrs Buhari, when 
the cost ($105,000) of the 
First Lady’s handbag alone 
is the annual income of 50 
families put together. The 
Korean women trusted 
their govt, but in Nigeria, 
it is equivalent to giving all 
your valuables to notori-
ous neighborhood thieves.”

Cjrane2: “Let Aisha 
Buhari first donate her 
$140,000 handbag and 
$40,000 wrist watch. The 
ordinary people struggling 
to eke out a living are al-
ways the one called upon 
by the wealthy politicians 
to make sacrifices, while 
politicians and their wives 
enjoy from one luxury 

hotel to another, visiting 
exotic sites from country 
to country.”

2rutalk1: “They should 
stop shifting responsibili-
ties to unsuspecting Nige-
rians. The CHANGE they 
promised must start with 
them. If they are incompe-
tent to manage the econ-
omy, courtesy demands 
they throw in the towel. 
Simple.”

Woodboi: “Only God 
can save us in this coun-
try. As for our leaders? No 
hope!”

So, government people, 
Nigerians know all your 
tricks; they haven’t gone 
on rampage because they 
also love their lives, in 
spite of the ravaging hun-
ger. But if things continue 
this way, you can’t be sure 
any more.

It’s time for this govern-
ment to take responsibility 
and stop passing the buck. 
“The Nigerian problem is 
the unwillingness or in-
ability of the leaders to rise 
to the responsibility, to the 
challenge of personal ex-
ample which are the hall-
marks of true leadership,” 
said Chinua Achebe in his 
1983 book, The Trouble 
with Nigeria.

And for those Nigeri-
ans who ask every critic 
of government to proffer 
solutions, did you elect 
the critic to solve your 
problems? Rather than at-
tack the critic, why don’t 
you face the government 
you elected and hold it to 
task? After all, no one is 
immune to the hardship, 
whether you are a ‘Wailer’ 
or a ‘Hailer’.

Why over 90% of residential 
buildings are ‘dead assets’

Talking Mortgage
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T
hat the Nigerian economy 
is currently in a mess is 
an understatement. The 
drastic drop in revenue 
accruable to the country 

through oil is almost crippling the 
economy. Being a mono economy, 
with crude oil accounting for about 
95 of Nigeria’s foreign exchange 
receipts, Nigeria is understandably 
one of the hardest hit nations in the 
present slump in global oil price.

The current national economic 
predicament is a direct result of the 
failure of the federal government 
to diversify the country’s economy. 
Succeeding administrations in the 
country has for long been paying 
lip services to the development of 
the non-oil sector, but have all failed 
when it comes to actualisation. For 
instance, various administrations 
in the country have come out with 
different policies and programmes 
a i m e d  a t  t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e 
agriculture sector but the results 
have not always been anything 
worthwhile. The much celebrated 
‘Operation Feed the Nation’ and 
‘Green Revolution’ of the Obasanjo 
led military government and the 
civilian administration of Sheu 
Shagari respectively did little to 

Cassava and the Nigerian economy
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ensure food security for the country.
But then, all hope is not lost as 

salvation beckons on the Nigerian 
economy. Ironically, the help could 
be from an unusual source. Take the 
back seat, crude oil! Enter Cassava, 
the magical crop! Cassava is one of 
the most drought-tolerant crops in the 
world. It can be successfully grown on 
marginal soils, and gives reasonable 
yields where many other crops do 
not grow well. Cassava is well adapted 
within latitudes 30° north and south 
of the equator, at elevations between 
sea level and 2000 meters above sea 
level, in equatorial temperatures, 
with rainfalls of 50 millimeters to 
five meters annually, and to poor 
soils with a pH ranging from acidic 
to alkaline. These conditions are 
common in most parts of Africa and 
South America.

Sadly, this all important crop 
has been neglected for long as 
its potential has not been fully 
maximized, especially in African 
countries.  However, that is beginning 
to change as this long neglected but 
economically viable crop is presently 
experiencing a positive change of 
fortune. This, of course, is a welcome 
development since the crop feeds 
half-a-billion people in Africa every 
day, and is also grown by millions of 
subsistence farmers in the continent.

In 2012, a major event that boosted 
the market value of the crop occurred 
when research revealed that cassava 
could be one of the most climate-
resilient crops for smallholder farmers 
in sub-Saharan Africa. Equally, the 
International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD) recently revealed 
that cassava would become a miracle 
crop in Nigeria, if its potential was 
maximized. IFAD President, Dr 
Kanayo Nwanze, once disclosed that 
the crop would go a long way in serving 
both the poor and the rich in the future.

However, for us in Nigeria to 
maximize the potential of cassava, 
there is a serious need to encourage 
the full participation of agro allied 
industries. This is where agri-business 
high-level conference comes into fore. 
We need to bring on board seminars 
and workshops to be handled by 
experts in the field with a view to 
enlightening investors on the diverse 
economic potentials of the crop.

 Recent development in the 
evolvement of the crop has shown 
that cassava is not only a food crop for 
‘garri’ as the flour can also be made into 
bread, muffin, range of cookies and 
pastries. It can also be used for animal 
feed, particularly ruminants like goats; 
cassava produces sorbitol which is a 
highly sought-after component for 
the industry. It can also be used in the 
production of industrial starch.  This 
is where the motivation comes in for 
agriculture based industries as the 
possibilities for returns on investment 
are simply limitless.

It is quite evident from recent 
discoveries that cassava is a multiple-
use crop. Similarly, it has been 
revealed that cassava flour will serve 
as a substitute to many food produce 
as well as cut down the country’s 
import bill. And this is where our 
agro-industry must be part and parcel 
of this process. The private sector 

needs to contribute to the process 
of developing the crop as it has a 
tremendous potential to contribute 
to the use of cassava as the potential 
miracle crop for the agricultural sector 
of Nigeria.

However, in order to facilitate the 
active involvement of the private sector 
in maximizing the crop’s potential, all 
tiers of governments need to create a 
conducive environment for both local 
farmers and potential entrepreneurs. A 
private sector investor desires to make 
profit just as the poor local farmer. If 
the local farmers are to be encouraged 
to produce more, we must encourage 
the private sector to be able to buy 
their produce. So, there is need to put 
in place concrete policies that will 
stimulate private sector investment in 
cassava related issues. Government 
must also put infrastructure in place, 
especially roads to rural areas where 
most of the farming takes place to cut 
cost and increase profit in marketing.

It is clear that the potential of 
cassava is enormously exhilarating 
but there is an urgent need by the 
appropriate authorities to step up 
effort that will promote research and 
other activities that will enhance 
the full utilization of the crop’s 
potential.  There is need to  mobilise 
local researchers to work with other 
researchers across  the world to join the 
Global Cassava Modeling Consortium, 
where they can share their research 
to help better understanding of  the 
physiology of the plant, and explore 
avenues for improving its management 
and delivering better varieties to 
farmers.
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I
n the next 48 hours, atten-
tion on the national scene 
will shift to the Senate, 
as it resumes on Tuesday 
September 20, 2016.

No doubt, it was different 
strokes for different folks, as 
the eight-week recess afforded 
some senators to visit their 
constituencies, even as others 
practically stayed away due to 
economic recession. Who says 
the rich don’t also cry?

The once desolate lobby of the 
Senate will become a beehive 
of activities, with  marketers, 
corporate beggars, quack jour-

nalists popularly called ‘PCPC’, 
ex-corps members who refused 
to leave the complex etc, all caus-
ing nuisance to distinguished 
senators of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria.

However, both legislative 
chambers could sing different 
songs upon resumption. For 
instance, while the upper cham-
ber would focus on necessary 
legislations that would get the 
country out of recession, the 
lower chamber would tackle 
the budget padding allegations 
levelled by the ousted chairman 
of the House Committee on Ap-
propriations Abdulmumin Jibrin 
against the House leadership.

The Senate would also invite 
some members of the Economic 
Team including Finance Min-
ister Kemi Adeosun; Governor 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
Godwin Emefiele; Minister of 
Budget and National Planning 
Udoma Udoma as well as Direc-
tor General Budget Office Ben 
Akabueze on efforts to stimulate 
the economy and get Nigeria out 
of recession.

It would also be interesting to 
see if Dino Melaye will restate 
his call for the sack of these 

members of the economic team 
when they appear before the 
Senate.

Besides tackling recession, 
other issues that would top 
agenda in the Senate include 
the 2016 budget defense for the 
38 federal agencies, passage of 
the Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB) 
and probe of NNPC joint venture 
cash calls.

Prior to the recess, Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari had 
forwarded the 2016 budget 
proposals of 38 federal agencies 
including the Nigeria National 
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), 
Bureau of Public Enterprises 
(BPE), Nigeria Ports Authority 
(NPA), Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC), Nigerian 
Customs Service (NCS), Nigerian 
Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(NDIC), Federal Inland Revenue 
Service (FIRS), Nigerian Immi-
gration Service (NIS), Nigerian 
Electricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (NERC), amongst others for 
consideration.

The Senate is also expected 
to receive the Economic Stabi-
lisation Bill from the Executive, 
2017-2019 Medium Term Expen-

diture Framework (MTEF), 2017 
budget, 2016 supplementary 
budget as well as screen and 
confirm Ibrahim Magu as chair-
man, Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) and 
nominees into the Board of the 
Niger Delta Development Com-
mission (NDDC).

With reports of protests and 
litigation trailing some of the 
NDDC nominations, it would be 
interesting to see if the upper 
legislative chamber would back 
down for the courts to determine 
the suit or go ahead to screen and 
confirm the nominees. However, 
the interest of the Presiding Of-
ficer will come to play, as he has 
the prerogative to determine if 
the case is sub judice or not.

On the other hand, those 
expecting senators Kabir Mara-
fa, Oluremi Tinubu, Suleiman 
Hukunyi to remain the Senate 
President’s nemesis should per-
ish the thought, as the trio have 
been compensated with ‘juicy’ 
positions shortly before the an-
nual recess.

While Marafa, former Chair-
man of the Committee on Na-
tional Population was appointed 
Chairman of the Petroleum 

(Downstream) Committee; Ti-
nubu former Chairman, Com-
mittee on Women Affairs was 
named Chairperson of the Com-
mittee on Environment, even as 
Hukunyi chairs the Committee 
on National Identity.

With Sakaki having control 
of the majority of 59 All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) senators 
and 44 Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) lawmakers, the number 
three citizen will resume plenary 
with his two eyes closed, with no 
threats of impeachment.

The aspirations of Senators 
Ajayi Boroffice and Tayo Ala-
soadura to be the governorship 
candidates of APC in Ondo State, 
was dashed, as I earlier predicted 
some weeks that the duo would 
not emerge as the party’s stan-
dard bearer.

On Thursday last week, Sen-
ate President played host to a 
delegation of the working group 
on Environmental Audit of Afri-
can Organisation of the Supreme 
Audit Institutions (AFROSAI 
WGEA), where he advocated 
political will on the part of world 
leaders towards the implementa-
tion of resolutions on environ-
mental issues.

As attention shifts to Senate

B
arring last minute 
changes, all the mem-
bers of the House of 
Representatives are 

expected to return to Abuja 
for the second legislative 
year of the 8th session of the 
National Assembly. Feelers 
from some of the lawmakers 
showed that the ousted chair-
man of the House Committee 
on Appropriations, Abdulmu-
min Jibrin over his role in the 
2016 Budget padding scandal 
leveled against the leader-
ship of the House. Few other 
colleagues and 1 also have 
our own share of the threat 
since the story broke. On my 
part, I was confronted with 
series of allegations based on 
the follow-up on the scandal. 
While I won’t want to go into 
details of series of allegations 
leveled against me, it is per-
tinent to put on record that 
those on the defensive have 
failed to clear their names 
from the allegations. While 
they are working out their 
modalities on how best to 
cover their past, evidences are 
currently before the Presi-
dential Advisory Committee 
on Corruption. As promised 
by the chairman of the com-
mittee, Prof Itse Sagay, the 
report of its findings will be 
forwarded to Mr. President 
and Economic and Financial 

Crimes Commission (EFCC) for 
further action. Rather than 
pursing shadows, and hunt-
ing for the heads of some of 
us, their attention should be 
directed at their accuser(s). 
Their aides should also be 
guided likewise rather than 
issuing threat notices against 
Legislative Correspondents. 
I was specifically informed 
via phone that one of the 
principal officers had man-
dated one of his aides to sue 
me over a report that he was 
quizzed by the Department of 
State Security (DSS) on the al-
leged budget padding scandal 
rocking the Lower Chamber. 
Another one accosted me 
during the week, asking of 
the time I intend to ‘install the 
lawmaker penciled to replace 
the Speaker’. I think it’s high 
time, for Nigerians to hold our 
leaders accountable for their 
actions and inactions. Rather 
than accusing the followers or 
governed, those in authority 
should allow the Change to 
begin with them. Our lead-
ers should be responsible and 
know that one day they will 
give account of their steward-
ship to God even if they can 
manipulate their ways and 
cover up their deeds in office 
and on earth.

Going into the statutory 
legislative business, there is 

urgent need for the members 
of the House of Representa-
tives to step up their activities 
on resumption for the next leg 
of the legislative year.

According to the record I 
obtained recently, the Speak-
er inaugurated nine Ad-hoc 
committees that will inves-
tigate various resolutions 
passed by the House. They 
are: Adhoc Committee on the 
abuse of Pioneer Status by 
companies, chaired by Jona-
than Gbefwi; Ad-hoc commit-
tee to investigate the status of 
the Nigeria Education Bank, 
chaired by

Joseph Edionwele; Ad-
hoc committee to investigate 
various intervention funds by 
the Central Bank of Nigeria, 
chaired by Bassey Ewa and 
Ad-hoc committee on gov-
ernment intervention in the 
menace of accident involving 
fuel tankers, chaired by Raji 
Olawale.

Others are: Ad-hoc com-
mittee to investigate the 
process of digital (broadcast) 
switch over, chaired by Sun-
day Marshal; Ad-hoc commit-
tee to investigate the massive 
deforestation and corruption 
that has crippled the environ-
ment and its effect on climate 
change, chaired by Bede 
Uchenna; Ad-hoc committee 
on the intervention in the un-

easy congestion of the coun-
try’s sea port as a result of 
difficulties clearing imported 
goods, chaired by John Dyegh; 
Ad-hoc committee on the 
need to ascertain the proceeds 
of the Single Treasury Single 
Account to enhance transpar-
ency, accountability and good 
governance, chaired by Dan-
buram Nuhu and the Ad-hoc 
committee to investigate the 
fraudulent multi-billion naira 
cash payments to government 
officials annually by insur-
ance companies mandated to 
insure government fixed and 
non-fixed assets by way of 
return on premium, chaired 
by Adekunle Akinlade.

Several investigative hear-
ings are also expected to be 
conducted by various stand-
ing committees on resumption 
from the recess. Many criti-
cal bills which have scaled 
through first reading should 
be given accelerated hear-
ing. With the current socio-
economic challenges facing 
out dear nation, the House 
and the National Assembly 
at large, needs to be more 
proactive by engaging the 
Executive in order to prof-
fer lasting solutions to the 
myriads of challenges bedev-
iling the citizenry lest we turn 
to another Samaria of old. 
Much is expected in the area 

of oversight of various MDAs 
especially research institutes 
and revenue generating agen-
cies. Of course, the need for 
overhauling of key MDAs as 
well as reshufflement of the 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari’s cabinet can’t be overem-
phasised. This should be done 
in earnest in order to play safe 
and avert total collapse of the 
economy.

The lackadaisical attitude 
of the political office holders 
should be jettisoned while 
Civil Society Organisations 
should rise up to the occasion 
to checkmate the obvious 
abuses by political and public 
office holders at all levels of 
government.

Stormy sessions in the offing as Reps return
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M
any Nigerians may just be 
coming to the realisation 
that political parties are ve-
hicles in the hands of few 
‘political entrepreneurs’ who 

invest huge sums and expect concurrent 
rewards on such investment in the form of 
public works and procurement contracts. 
To addictive watchers of Nigeria’s political 
drama, however, the issue of party funding 
has for long posed a serious concern. These 
political watchers have always questioned 
the sources of the huge funds that political 
parties throw about during electioneering, 
as well as why the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) has failed to 
act despite existing laws regulating election 
spending.

The 2006 Electoral Act, for instance, 
places a ceiling on the amount that could 
be spent by those seeking election into the 
various political offices. According to the 
Act, a person running for the presidency can 
spend up to N1 billion; governor up to N200 
million; N40 million for senate; N20 million 
for House of Representatives; N10 million for 
State House of Assembly and local govern-
ment chairman, and N1 million for ward 
councillor. Curiously, the 2010 Electoral Act 
doubled these campaign spending limits.

But even with these limits, BDSUNDAY 
investigations reveal that there has not been 
any form of enforcement of the law by INEC, 
which is empowered by section 153 of the 
1999 Constitution to monitor campaign 
finance, audit the accounts of political par-
ties, and make that information available to 
the public.

Section 225 (2) of the constitution specifi-
cally requires that political parties disclose 
their sources of funds and their manner of 
expenditures to the electoral umpire, while 
section 226 (3) provides every member of 
the commission or its duly authorized agent 
with unfettered right to access at all times 
the books and accounts and vouchers of all 
political parties and to request from the of-
ficers of the political party such information 
and explanation as they deem necessary for 
the performance of their duties under the 
constitution.

Furthermore, section 84 (7) of the Elec-
toral Act 2002 also mandates INEC to make 
available for public inspection during regular 
business hours at the national and state of-
fices the audited returns of political parties, 
stating that the publication shall include 
name, address, occupation and amount 
contributed by each contributor to political 
parties.

Consequently, the external auditor, who 
is nominated and paid by INEC, should have 
access, at all reasonable times, to all records, 
documents, books, accounts and vouch-
ers held by the political party and to such 
information and explanation that in the 
auditor’s opinion is necessary to conduct 
the audit. These include copies of official re-
ceipts issued, bank statements and cancelled 
cheques, lists of outstanding cheques, copies 
of all bills, vouchers and pro-forma invoices, 
details of any loans, details of fund-raising 
functions, details of miscellaneous revenue, 
and details of inventory remaining on hand. 
The law requires that the auditor’s report 
should be submitted directly to INEC.

According to Nigeria’s electoral law, all 
amounts paid by members of a political 
party exceeding the amount of membership 
fee allowed by law shall be considered as 
contributions and be reported.

Nigerian political parties in  flagrant breach of electoral law
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Similarly, identity of a person who pro-
vides donation to a political party shall be 
stated as required by law. Even if the donor 
has requested that his/her identity be not 
disclosed to the public, the political party is 
obliged to inform INEC about such request. 
In that case, the donation and value shall 
be presented as an “anonymous” donation. 
There shall be an express indication that 
information about the donor would be dis-
closed to INEC.

Furthermore, all gifts and services pro-
vided to a political party for which the party 
is not obliged to pay shall be recorded, and 
a provider of free service or gift is obliged to 
issue a receipt to the party stating the value 
of the service or gift provided and indicating 
that the political party is not obliged to pay 
for the bill or part thereof.

These declarations are then offered for 
public scrutiny by publishing them in official 
media or making them available to commer-
cial media. However, financial information 
about political parties or candidates can also 
be disclosed indirectly – as a consequence of 
political competition.

But the lack of attention to this crucial 
area is of grave concern because the un-
checked influx of money into politics pro-
duces governance that has been captured 
by a tiny minority to the detriment of a 
majority, says Tene John, head, Department 
of Political Science, Nigerian Institute of 
Journalism (NIJ), Lagos.

“The result is a political process captured 
by special interests, resulting in an undue 
influence on government policy, distortion 
of political discourse, and a reduction in po-
litical participation,” John tells BDSUNDAY. 

He explains that most typical mecha-
nisms of disclosure are employed inter alia 
in many democratic countries – political 

parties or candidates are required to submit 
declarations containing their income, spend-
ing or both.

“The opposite is the case in Nigeria where 
parties are seen as investments bereft of any 
ideological foundation. As such, there must 
be returns if they are to stay in business. 
This profit motive has consistently given 
rise to the godfather syndrome where an 
individual or group bankrolls the party and 
claims ownership,” he says.

“Democracy costs money. Campaigns cost 
money. Anyone who knows anything about 
the way politics is done in Nigeria knows 
the huge cost of a campaign for public office. 
This cost is so high as to be prohibitive to all 
but the richest men, or those who have rich 
benefactors, or those who have their hands 
in public funds,” he adds.

As at 2014, it cost the sum of N1 million 
to pick the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
nomination form for the State House of 
Assembly, N2.5 million for House of Repre-
sentatives candidate, N3 million for Senate, 
N5 million for governorship, and N10 million 
for the presidency. On the other hand, the 
ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) ‘sold’ 
its nomination form for the 2015 presidential 
primary at a whopping N25 million.

That virtually all political parties in the 
country do not adhere to electoral law is a 
moot point. Although there are no recent 
published audit reports of financial activities 
of political parties in the country, the 2011 
edition published by INEC revealed utter 
disdain for the law by parties. According to 
the audit report, none of the parties stated 
sources of funds as required by law.

Violation without punishment
Apart from the lack of managerial struc-

ture within Nigerian political parties as 

revealed by the 2011 financial audit report, 
none of the parties disclosed sources of fund-
ing, contrary to the law, even though they 
spent funds far more than income declared.

BDSUNDAY checks show that the parties 
were not punished by either INEC or the 
National Assembly, to which the reports are 
meant to be sent and who have the mandate 
to apply sanction to erring parties.

Section 228(c) of the 1999 Constitution 
gives powers to the NASS to provide for an 
annual grant to INEC for disbursement to 
political parties on a fair and equitable basis 
to assist them with their functions. But ob-
servers have argued that the Senate ought 
to take part of the blame if the audit reports 
have not been acted upon and if the erring 
parties have not been sanctioned.

Okechukwu Innocent Eme of the De-
partment of Public Administration and 
Local Government Studies, University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka, in a recent article writes 
that there are growing concerns about high 
costs of election campaigns and other related 
activities and their implications for political 
corruption in the country.

He notes that during electioneering 
campaign in 2003, a group of business people 
under the aegis of Corporate Nigeria contrib-
uted over N2 billion to the campaign funds 
of former President Olusegun Obasanjo in 
contravention of Section 38 (2) of the Compa-
nies and Allied Matters Act which prohibits 
corporate bodies from making contributions 
to political parties.

A party insider told BDSUNDAY that 
Nigerian political parties’ national chair-
man’s annual and presidential campaign 
fundraising dinners are the most important. 
Entrance to these dinners is strictly on spe-
cial invitation and conducted secretly under 
tight security.

Nick Dazang, deputy director, publicity, 
INEC, did not take several calls put across to 
him by our correspondent. As at the time of 
filing in this report, he had also yet to reply 
text messages bordering on the subject.

But Dele Adesina, Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria (SAN), says permissive attitude of 
virtually all Nigerians towards transparency 
by political parties regarding their sources of 
funding is what politicians and the electoral 
umpire are exploring and thereby promoting 
corruption.

Calling on Nigerians to rise and ask INEC 
to do what the constitution empowers it to 
do by applying sanctions to erring politi-
cal parties, he says the commission should 
realize that it does not exist to conduct only 
elections.

“All the parties that violated the law 
even in the 2011 INEC financial audit report 
should be sanctioned; it does not matter 
whether it is a ruling party or not. This 
is the reason we can never have credible 
electoral process and elect true representa-
tives. You can see where the money politics 
has brought us. If we really want change 
we must change this money politics where 
political parties are hijacked by the highest 
bidder,” says Adesina.

“Sadly, Nigerians are not asking questions. 
Activists and journalists are not asking this 
kind of question. Until we start asking hard 
questions and taking keen interest in our 
electoral process, we are not going any-
where,” he tells BDSUNDAY.

 
Parties’ financial activities as captured 

in the 2011 financial audit report
Accord (A)
The party does not have audited inter-

nal financial statement for the year 2011. 
Conventional books of accounts were not 
properly kept and maintained by the party. 
The party did not maintain Fixed Assets and 
Membership Registers. Also, internal control 
procedures were not established and budget 
for the year was not duly implemented. The 
party financial record keeping for the year 
was poor in line with General Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP) and Political 

...fail to disclose sources of election funding 

...experts blame INEC, NASS for inaction
NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Olusegun Obasanjo
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Parties Finance Handbook.
 
Action Alliance (AA)
The party has no prepared Audited 

Internal Financial Statement for the year 
2011. Conventional books of accounts were 
not maintained by the party. The internal 
control procedures were not in place. The 
party did not maintain a Fixed Assets Reg-
ister for the period. The party claimed to 
have generated income of N13,900,000 but 
it expended N26,968,200, N13,068,200 above 
its stated income.

 
 Advanced Congress of Democrats (ACD)
The party does not have an internal pre-

pared Audited Financial Statement for the 
year 2011. Conventional books of accounts 
were not kept and maintained. The party did 
not maintain Fixed Assets and Membership 
Registers. Internal control procedures were 
not established and budget for the year 
was not prepared. Its income for the year 
amounted to N150,000 and its expended 
N44,190,575.

 
 Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN)
The party has an Internal Audited Report 

and Account for the year under review. 
Conventional books of accounts were main-
tained. Budget and budgetary control were 
in place and the party had a well-defined 
Fixed Assets and Membership Registers 
were equally in place. The party claimed that 
its income amounted to N676,248,437 and 
it also claimed to have expended the sum of 
N464,699,974. The auditor’s comment was 
that the financial statement of the party can 
be said to be true and fair and the account 
can be relied upon.

 
Allied Congress Party of Nigeria (ACPN)
The party has no prepared audited in-

ternal financial statement for the year 2011. 
Conventional books of accounts were not 
kept and maintained by the party. The inter-
nal control procedure was not in place. The 
party did not maintain both Fixed Assets 
and Membership Registers for the period. 
The party claimed to have generated an 
income amounting to N150,363,465 and also 
expended N151,237,400 for the year 2011.

 
Alliance for Democracy (AD)
The party does not have an Internal Au-

dit Report and Accounts for the year 2011. 
Conventional books of accounts were not 
kept and maintained. Internal control pro-
cedures were not adequately maintained. 
Budget and budgetary controls were not 
put in place. The party did not maintain its 
Fixed Assets and Membership Registers. The 
party claimed that its total income for the 
year 2011 amounted to N14,692,035 and it 
expended the sum of N12,778,009.

 
African Democratic Congress (ADC)
The party does not have an internal audit 

report and accounts for the year 2011. Con-
ventional books of accounts were not main-
tained and the internal control procedures 
were weak. The party did not maintain 
an updated Fixed Assets and Membership 
Registers and the budget for the year was 
not prepared. The party’s income for the year 
amounted to N236,500 and it expended the 
sum of N5,660,366.

 
All Nigerian People’s Party (ANPP)
The party does not have an Internal Au-

dited Report for the year 2011. Conventional 
books of accounts were kept and main-
tained by the party. Internal control pro-
cedures were weak. Both Fixed Assets and 
Membership Registers were not updated. 
Budget for the year was prepared and main-
tained. Its income for the year amounted to 
N768,587,384, while it expended the sum of 
N893,404,420.

 
All Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA)
The party does not have an internally 

prepared and approved Audited Financial 
Statement for the year 2011. Conventional 
books of accounts were not properly kept 
and maintained. The party did not maintain 
Membership Register at its headquarters. It 
maintained Fixed Assets without identifica-
tion codes. Internal control procedures were 
not established and budget for the year was 
not prepared. The auditor’s comment was 
that Pay-As-You-Earn (PAYE) taxes and 
Withholding taxes were not deducted and 
remitted to the appropriate authorities dur-
ing the year under review. The party’s in-
come for the year amounted to N23,750,000 
while it expended N280,102,367.

 
Congress for Progressive Change (CPC)
The now-defunct party which was 

founded by Muhammadu Buhari did not 
have an Internal Audited Report and Ac-
counts for the year 2011. Conventional 
Accounting Records were not kept and 
maintained by the party. The year’s bud-
get and budgetary control were not in 
place. The party did not maintain Fixed 
Assets and Membership Register for the 
period under review. The party claimed 
that its total income generated amounted to 
N304,874,536 and it also expended the sum 
of N363,570,485.

Citizens Popular Party (CPP)
The party has an Internal Audited Report 

and Account for the year under review. Con-
ventional Accounting Records were kept 
and maintained. Internal control procedures 
were in place. The party maintained both its 
Fixed Assets and Membership Registers. The 
budget and budgetary control were in place. 
The party claimed that its income for the pe-
riod under review amounted to N26,095,602 
and it expended N19,561,168.

Democratic People’s Party (DPP)
The party did not have an audited Inter-

nal Financial Statement for the year 2011. 
Conventional books of accounts were not 
properly kept and maintained. The party 
did not maintain Membership and Assets 
Register. The internal control procedures 
were weak and the budget for the year 
2011 was not prepared. The party claimed 
to have generated an income of N3,500,000 
and expended the sum of N5,767,385 for the 
year under review.

Kowa Party (KP)
The party does not have an internal au-

dited report and accounts for the year under 
review. Conventional books of accounts 
were not properly kept and maintained. 
The internal control procedures of the party 
were weak. The party did not maintain both 
Fixed Assets and Membership Registers. The 
budget for the year was not prepared. The 
party claimed that its income amounted 
to N11,673,095 and it expended the sum of 
N22,608,276 for the year 2011.

Labour Party (LP)
The party does not have its prepared and 

audited internal Financial Statement for the 
year 2011. Conventional books of accounts 
were maintained. The budget for the year 
was not in place. The party maintained a 
Fixed Assets Register without index identi-
fication number. The party claimed that its 
income generated for the year amounted to 
N129,252,100 and it expended the sum of 
N132,868,488.

Mega Progressive People’s Party (MPPP)
The party does not have an internal pre-

pared Audited Financial Statement for the 
year 2011. Conventional books of accounts 
were not kept and maintained. The party did 
not maintain a Fixed Assets and Member-
ship Register and the budget for the year 
was not prepared. The party claimed that the 
income for the year amounted to N300,000 
while it expended the sum of N160,420,000 
for the year.

National Conscience Party (NCP)
The party did not show enough con-

science towards the law as it does not have 
an internal Audited Financial Statement 
for the year 2011. Conventional books of 
accounts, documentation and maintenance 
were not kept. Fixed and Membership Reg-
ister were not properly maintained by the 
party and the budget which would serve as 
control for managerial planning and control 
was not prepared. The party claimed to have 
generated an income of N2,130,000 and ex-
pended the sum of N2,235,785 for the year 
under review.

New Nigeria People’s Party (NNPP)
The party does not have a prepared and 

audited internal Financial Statement for the 
year 2011. Its conventional books of accounts 
were not properly kept. The party’s Mem-
bership and Fixed Assets Registers were not 
properly kept and maintained. The internal 
control procedures were not kept and main-
tained. Its income for the period amounted 
to N9,463,000 and it claimed it expended the 
sum of N9,527,425 for the year 2011.

People for Democratic Change (PDC)
The party does not have an audited in-

ternal Financial Statement for the year 2011. 
Conventional books of accounts were not 
properly kept and maintained. The party’s 
budget for the year was not prepared and 
Fixed Assets and Membership Register were 
equally not maintained. The party also vio-
lated section 225(1) and (2) of the constitution 
in its generation of income and expenditures. 
The party claimed to have generated an in-
come of N8,000,000 and expended the sum 
of N7,935,955 for the year.

People’s Democratic Party (PDP)
The party which describes itself as “Af-

rica’s ‘largest party” does not have a prepared 
internal audited Financial Statement for the 
year 2011. Conventional books of accounts 
were not properly kept as required by sec-
tion 93(2) of the Electoral Act. The party did 
not maintain Fixed Assets Register both 
in the headquarters and zonal offices. The 

party claimed that its income for the year 
amounted to N647,410,514 and that it ex-
pended the sum of N4,352,209,555.

Progressive People’s Alliance (PPA)
The party does not have a prepared and 

audited internal Financial Statement for the 
year 2011. Conventional books of accounts 
were not properly kept and maintained. 
The party did not maintain Membership 
Register and its assets register were not 
made available. The budget for the year 
under review was not prepared. The party 
claimed its income for the period amounted 
to N289,073,041 and it expended the sum of 
N265,213,325 for the year.

People’s Party of Nigeria (PPN)
The party’s internal audited report and 

account for the year were prepared but 
fell short of the standard. Conventional ac-
counting records were not properly kept and 
maintained. The party did not prepare an-
nual budget for the year under review. Its in-
come for the year amounted to N72,253,597 
and it claimed to have expended the sum of 
N76,907,585.

Social Democratic Mega Party (SDMP)
The party does not have its internal 

audited report and account for the year 
2011. The conventional books of accounts 
were not kept and maintained. The internal 
control procedures were not in place. The 
budget for the year under review was not 
prepared. The party claimed that its income 
for the year 2011 amounted to N72,345,080 
whereas it expended N72,121,678.

United Democratic Party (UDP)
The party does not have its prepared 

audited internal Financial Statement for 
the year 2011. Conventional books of ac-
counts were not kept and maintained. 
Membership and Assets Registers were 
not maintained. General internal control 
procedures were not properly established 
and budget for the year was not prepared. 
The party claimed that there was no income 
during the period under review and it ex-
pended N4,402,150.

Attahiru Jega, former INEC chairman



Mountain of national problems awaits National 
Assembly as long-drawn recess ends
OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja
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A
s Nigerians grapple 
with the pangs of 
economic recession, 
attention will once 
again shift to the 

National Assembly as it resumes 
from its eight-week recess on 
Tuesday, September 20. A major 
issue that would confront fed-
eral lawmakers upon resump-
tion is how to ensure that the 
country recovers from the eco-
nomic crisis through necessary 
legislative framework.

Besides tackling recession, 
other issues that would top 
agenda include the 2016 budget 
defense for the 38 federal agen-
cies, passage of the Petroleum 
Industry Bill (PIB) and probe of 
NNPC joint venture cash calls.

The Senate is also expected 
to receive the Economic Stabi-
lisation Bill from the Executive, 
2017-2019 Medium Term Ex-
penditure Framework (MTEF), 
2017 budget, 2016 supplemen-
tary budget as well as screen 
and confirm Ibrahim Magu as 
chairman, Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
and nominees into the Board of 
the Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC).

With reports of protests and 
litigation trailing some of the 
NDDC nominations, it would 
be interesting to see if the up-
per legislative chamber would 
back down for the courts to 
determine the suit or go ahead 
to screen and confirm the nomi-
nees. Sources at the National 
Assembly say the interest of the 
Presiding Officer will come into 
play, as the prerogative rests on 
him to determine if the case is 
sub-judice or not.

With the federal agencies 
billed to appear before their 
respective committees for bud-
get defence, the Presidency is 
awaiting the National Assembly 
to pass the 2016 budgets of 38 
revenue generating agencies to 
stimulate the economy and get 
Nigeria out of recession.

Although President Muham-
madu Buhari had in his letter 
to the legislative body, pleaded 
for expeditious passage of statu-
tory budgets for the agencies, 
his pleas fell on deaf ears, as 
lawmakers refused to cut short 
their recess to urgently pass the 
appropriation bill. The stand-
ing committees are expected 
to do so upon resumption on 
September 20.

Some of the agencies include 
the Nigerian National Petro-
leum Corporation (NNPC), Ni-
geria Immigration Service (NIS), 
Nigeria Customs, Federal Inland 
Revenue Service (FIRS), Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Nigeria 
Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(NDIC), Bureau of Public Enter-
prises (BPE) amongst others.

Senior Special Assistant to 
the President on National As-
sembly Matters (Senate) Ita En-

ang disclosed that passage of the 
budgets would add about N4tril-
lion to the nation’s economy this 
year. Spending of the capital 
funds, he said, would make ad-
ditional money available in the 
economy, in addition to the over 
N6trillion 2016 national budget.

According to Enang, passage 
of the budgets would also cre-
ate employment opportunities 
in different agencies and para-
statals. 

The former lawmaker said 
the passage would “stimulate 
the economy, in that there are 
so many capital projects in the 
parastals which when approved 
by the National Assembly, the 
parastals will award thus releas-
ing money and stimulate spend-
ing into the economy.

“It will also ensure account-
ability by the Corporations 
because they will only raise 
and spend as approved by the 
National Assembly and will in-
crease activism of the National 
Assembly in her oversight re-
sponsibility because they will 
be overseeing implementation 
as approved, and know surplus 
revenue to capture for subse-
quent appropriations.

“It will increase non-oil rev-
enue internally generated. The 

agencies are under the law to 
keep 20percent of their opera-
tional surplus and remit 80per-
cent to the Federal Government. 
This process of Appropriation 
will ensure that no revenue 
is hidden because of the eagle 
eye of the approving National 
Assembly”.

Recently, the National Bu-
reau of Statistics (NBS) con-
firmed that Nigeria is in its 
worst economic recession in 
29 years. According to the NBS, 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
report for the second quarter 
of 2016, Nigeria’s economy 
contracted by 2.06 percent to 
record its lowest growth rate in 
three decades.

But Senate President Bukola 
Saraki has told Nigerians how 
the Senate would deal with the 
crisis.

Saraki who said senators 
are also feeling the heat of the 
economic recession, said the 
upper chamber would identify 
the cause of the crisis and prof-
fer solutions through necessary 
legislative framework for eco-
nomic recovery.

In doing so, Saraki said the 
Red Chamber would invite 
some members of the Economic 
Team including Finance Min-

ister Kemi Adeosun; Governor 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
Godwin Emefiele; Minister of 
Budget and National Planning 
Udoma Udoma as well as Direc-
tor General Budget Office Ben 
Akabueze on efforts to stimulate 
the economy and get Nigeria out 
of recession.

The Senate, he said, would 
equally find out what hap-
pened to the measures aimed 
at cushioning the effect of the 
recession built into the 2016 
budget and why they have not 
been implemented.

The Number Three Citizen 
revealed that the Senate on re-
sumption would respond to the 
economic crisis with a number 
of measures which include get-
ting managers of the economy 
to give account to the people, 
making tough recommenda-
tions to the President on needed 
changes, formulating neces-
sary legislative framework for 
economic recovery and wide 
consultations across the private 
sector. 

“We are going to have an 
exhaustive and comprehensive 
debate on fixing the country’s 
economy when we resume. 
We understand the pains that 
Nigerians are feeling and we do 
not take this for granted.

“Additionally, the Senate 
intends to invite everybody 
involved in the management 
of the economy to address the 
Nigerian people through the 
parliament on the steps that 
are being taken to get us out of 
this mess. We fully intend to 
hold all those involved in the 
economic management of the 
country accountable. However, 
we will do so in a manner that is 
transparent and there will be no 
cover-up. We will make tough 
recommendations as necessary.

“We need to know why the 
promises of external borrow-
ing has not materialised, why 
devaluation has not helped 
to strengthen the Naira, why 
inflow of foreign currency has 
continued to dry up and inter-
est rate is still very high. Doing 
this will help us to understand 
where we are, so that we can de-
termine where exactly we want 
to go from here”, Saraki said.

In what appears to be a twist, 
some All Progressives Congress 
(APC) senators have, however, 
expressed dissatisfaction with 
the way the Presidency is han-
dling the economy.  There are 
currently 59 APC senators, as 
against PDP’s 44. The APC sena-
tors who have so far expressed 
dissatisfaction with the current 
situation include: Dino Melaye, 
Shehu Sani and Solomon Ade-
ola. Specifically, Melaye called 
for the sack of Adeosun, Udoma 
and Emefiele for their inability 
to initiate economic policies 
that would get the country out 
of recession.

Commenting on the develop-
ment, Chairman Senate Com-
mittee on Gas, Bassey Akpan 

believes an immediate solution 
out of the situation is to imme-
diately review or completely 
reverse the policy on Treasury 
Single Account (TSA), so that 
commercial banks in the coun-
try would once again have 
access to funds to finance busi-
nesses in the country.

He said the policy has starved 
commercial banks funds, ques-
tioning the rationality of keep-
ing huge funds in CBN vaults 
when such monies could be 
put to better use by commercial 
banks to finance and help revive 
an ailing real sector.

Akpan wants government 
to quickly relax some of its 
monetary policies which he 
said might have scared away 
genuine business concerns from 
the country.

He said government needs 
to regain the confidence of the 
private sector for the economy 
to recover as quickly as possible.

Senate Spokesperson, Aliyu 
Sabi is equally worried about 
the situation, assuring that 
senators would give the issue all 
of the attention it deserves. He 
disagreed with Akpan, saying 
that TSA may not be the only 
reason why the country is in 
recession.

He disclosed that Senate 
would summon managers of 
the economy yet again to give 
explanations.

A n o t h e r  s e n at o r,  M a o 
Ohuabunwa believes the ul-
timate solution lies in a re-
structuring exercise that would 
reduce over-concentration of 
power at the centre and transfer 
greater fiscal responsibilities to 
state and local governments.

On whether lawmakers 
would be willing to grant Presi-
dent Buhari emergency pow-
ers to tackle the economy, the 
lawmakers unanimously agreed 
that it would be tantamount to 
whittling down the powers of 
the National Assembly.

They argued that the Presi-
dent already has all the powers 
at his disposal and that if there 
is anything more he requires he 
could easily get it done through 
amendment.

They cited Venezuela to but-
tress their argument. 

In 2013, Venezuelan law-
makers granted President Nico-
lás Maduro emergency powers 
to enact law without legisla-
tive approval for a period of 
12 months, to aid his efforts to 
revive a stalled economy, sub-
due high inflation and root out 
corruption.

But the legislators say noth-
ing has changed economically 
since Maduro was granted the 
powers, as the economic woes 
in one of the world’s largest 
exporters of oil has worsened.

In 2014, the oil-rich South 
American country entered an 
economic recession having its 
GDP growth decline to -3.0per-
cent and in its worst recession 
in over 70 years.

Saraki



I
f the promoters of the new na-
tional re-orientation campaign 
tagged ‘Change begins with 
me’ had envisaged the level 
of criticism, cynicism and pes-

simism it would elicit, perhaps they 
would have had a rethink before 
proceeding to unveil it.

Even though the campaign 
came with mixed reactions 
amongst Nigerians, the number 
of those opposed to it far outweighs 
the admirers.

On Thursday, September 8, 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
officially launched the national re-
orientation campaign, more than 
15 months after assuming office. 
The programme hopes to encour-
age a new culture of transparency, 
attitudinal change, hard work and 
discipline amongst Nigerians.

Speaking as a Special Guest at 
the launch of the programme initi-
ated by the National Orientation 
Agency (NOA) under the Federal 
Ministry of Information and Cul-
ture, President Buhari charged Ni-
gerians not to see the ‘change’ slogan 
of his administration only in terms 
of social and economic reforms 
but also in the role that individual 
citizens must play in actualising it.

He also used the occasion to sue 
for national consensus amongst 
Nigerians on issues ranging from 
spirit of service to patriotism.

“We must resist the temptation 
to fall back on the same partisanship, 
pettiness and immaturity that have 
poisoned our country for so long. Let 
us summon a new spirit of responsi-
bility, spirit of service, of patriotism 
and sacrifice, Let us all resolve to pitch 
in and work hard and look after, not 
only ourselves but one another.

“What the current problem has 
taught us is that we cannot have a 
thriving army of rent seekers and 
vested interests, while the majority 
suffers,” the President stated.

While proponents say the 
President’s speech is timely and 
a call to Nigerians not to ask what 
the country can do for them but 
what they can do for the country, 
opponents argued that there is 
no known historical precedent 
where the people led the change 
paradigm without the leadership.

Coming at a time Nigerians are 
grappling with the excruciating 
pains of economic recession, the 
change agenda has been plagued 
by wrong timing, abdication of 
responsibility and plagiarism.

According to the recent report 

by the National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS), the number of unemployed 
citizens has reached a record high of 
4.5million since the All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-led government 
took over from the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) on May 29, 2015.

Experts say the growing band of 
young, restless population without 
jobs is a ticking time-bomb wait-
ing to explode. The rising poverty 
manifests daily across the country 
with stories of more families going 
to bed on empty stomach, some eat-
ing leaves and lizards to survive and 
women going into homes to steal 
pots of soups from their neighbours.

Some critics have punctured the 
new campaign, saying it is not only 
diversionary but shifts attention 
from the luxurious lifestyle of the 
Presidency, which spent N5billion 
on the Presidential fleet in 15 months. 
President Buhari had promised Ni-
gerians to cut the cost of governance 
by selling a part of his presidential air 
fleet. There are currently 11 presiden-
tial jets in the Presidency.

This is not the first time a national 
re-orientation campaign is launched 
in the country; the last being ‘Good 
people, great nation’ initiated by 
the late Dora Akunyili during the 
Yar-Adua/Jonathan administration. 
However, with allegations of cor-
ruption levelled against members of 
Buhari’s kitchen cabinet and at a time 
Nigerians are looking up to the ruling 
party to fulfill its campaign promises 
of stabilisation of the Naira, provision 

of one free meal daily for public and 
primary school pupils nationwide, 
creation of 720,000 jobs in the 36 
states of the Federation yearly, pay-
ment of allowances to discharged 
corps members while unemployed, 
provision of free education to ter-
tiary level for students in the Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math-
ematics (STEM) and Education Fields, 
payment of N5,000 monthly to 25 
million poorest Nigerians, creation of 
5million new home owners, political 
commentators say the change man-
tra may have hit a brick wall.

Ironically, some of the Presi-
dent’s staunch supporters are al-
ready distancing themselves from 
the programme.

One of them is Inibehe Effiong, 
who has taken to social media to 
reject the change agenda. For him, 
the programme is an attempt by the 
ruling party to shift responsibility 
from leadership to followership.

While stressing that the cam-
paign is dead on arrival, the legal 
practitioner and convener, Coali-
tion of Human Rights Defenders 
lamented that leadership failure 
has plagued the nation over the 
years and Buhari has dashed the 
hopes of those who voted for him.

“Change does not begin with 
me. Change should begin with 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
and his government. This cam-
paign is another diversionary tac-
tics by the ruling class to alter the 
narrative of the leadership failure 

that has plagued our nation over 
the years. Just like previous similar 
campaigns, this one will not yield 
any tangible result.

“Let President Buhari and his 
government practise the change 
that they preach and Nigerians 
will follow suit. The attempt to shift 
responsibility from the leadership 
to the followership is unacceptable.

“In any case, it was Buhari and 
his party that promised Nigerians 
change and not the other way 
round. If this is an attempt to 
distract our attention from the 
terrible and excruciating economic 
situation in the country it has 
failed already,” he stated.

By the same token, the Direc-
tor General Change Ambassadors 
of Nigeria, Chris Nwaokobia also 
shares the same sentiment. He 
likened the campaign to shifting a 
goal post in the middle of a football 
game, urging the President to show 
the way and the people will follow.

A school-of-thought also be-
lieves that the initiative is wrongly 
timed, as it ought to have com-
menced by May 29, 2015 when 
the President assumed office and 
not 15 months later.

Former Chairman, National 
Human Rights Commission Chidi 
Odinkalu, belongs to this school-
of-thought. According to him, the 
President is yet to discharge what 
he termed ‘the burden of change’ 
he promised Nigerians.

He said he could not connect 

the new campaign with the three 
cardinal campaign promises of the 
Buhari administration centred on 
security, fixing the economy and 
anti-corruption.

About two weeks after the 
launch, the NOA - the initiator of 
the programme - is yet to com-
mence sensitisation across the 
country. Speaking on a live televi-
sion programme monitored by 
BDSUNDAY, the Director General, 
Voice of Nigeria (VON), Osita Oke-
chukwu, attributed it to lack of 
funds, lamenting that a full page 
advertorial in the national dailies 
cost a minimum of N144,000.

Notwithstanding, the project 
has also drawn some admirers like 
the Sultan of Sokoto, Sa’ad Abuba-
kar III, who submitted that the 
President needs commendation 
for this initiative.

The monarch said Nigerians 
should start the campaign by self-
appraisal, looking inwards, reap-
praisal of behaviours and attitudes 
from all spheres of endeavours, 
describing it as timely.

“The president deserves com-
mendation for making this bold move 
christened, ‘The change begins with 
me’. The campaign cannot come at a 
better time than now when Nigeria 
is in dire need of change.

“Change is, however, very un-
palatable and pretty difficult as 
such Nigerians should be coopera-
tive and patient. Destruction is al-
ways very easy, while reconstruc-
tion takes more time and patience 
is required,” he stated.

In what seemed like an endless 
controversy, President Buhari 
and the Minister of Information 
Lai Mohammed have also been 
accused of plagiarism.

For instance, the President has 
been accused of lifting quotes from 
a 2008 speech by United States 
President Barack Obama, even 
as two writers, Akin Fadeyi and 
Omor Bazuaye, have accused the 
minister of stealing an idea they 
shared with him and presenting it 
to the country as his.

Bazuaye, who published an 
article laying out his allegations 
against Mohammed on social media, 
claimed that the national re-orienta-
tion campaign slogan, ‘Change Be-
gins With Me’, a replica of their own 
campaign ‘Not In My country’ which 
he developed with Fadeyi in 2006.

He also claimed that Moham-
med repackaged their idea after 
they shared it with him, without 
acknowledgement or carrying them 
along in its adoption, and implemen-
tation by the Federal Government.

Change agenda and endless controversies
OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

President Muhammadu Buhari (l) with Lai Mohammed, minister of information, at the launch of the National 
Re-orientation Campaign tagged ‘Change Begins With Me’ in Abuja.
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T
he Senate President, Abuba-
kar Bukola Saraki Saraki 
has said that the Senate, on 
resumption, will respond to 

the economic crisis with a number 
of measures, through getting man-
agers of the economy to give ac-
count to the people, making tough 
recommendations to President 
Mohammadu Buhari on needed 
changes, formulating necessary 
legislative framework for economic 
recovery and wide consultations 
across the private sector.

Saraki, who disclosed this at an 
interactive session with journalists 

in Ilorin the Kwara State capital, 
reiterated the need for a broader 
and bolder economic plan with 
input from both legislative and 
executive arms of government, the 
private sector, professional groups 
must work together to put in place 
interventions that will create more 
jobs, strengthen the Naira, bring 
more investment into the country, 
and diversify the economy.

Saraki, who served as a Special 
Assistant to the President on Budget 
Matters during the former Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo adminis-
tration and the Chairman of Gover-
nors Forum, said the economy will 
be the focus of the Senate when it 

resumes plenary and throughout 
its remaining session.

He said: “We are going to have an 
exhaustive and comprehensive de-
bate on fixing the country’s economy 
when we resume next week. We 
understand the pains that Nigerians 
are feeling and we do not take this for 
granted. The Senate intends to invite 
everybody involved in the manage-
ment of the economy to address the 
Nigerian people through the parlia-
ment on the steps that are being taken 
to get us out of this mess.

“We fully intend to hold all 
those involved in the economic 
management of the country ac-
countable. However, we will do so 

in a manner that is transparent and 
there will be no cover-up because 
we will make tough recommenda-
tions as necessary.”

The Senate president who 
stressed that it was equally im-
portant to begin to interrogate 
what happened to the measures 
aimed at cushioning the effect of 
the recession built into the 2016 
budget and why they have not 
been implemented, said: “We 
need to know why the promises of 
external borrowing has not mate-
rialised, why devaluation has not 
helped to strengthen the Naira, 
why inflow of foreign currency 
has continued to dry up and inter-

est rate is still very high.
“Doing this will help us to un-

derstand where we are, so that 
we can determine where exactly 
we want to go from here. In every 
crisis, there is always an opportu-
nity for positive reforms. In order 
to solve this crisis, all hands must 
be on deck. Thus, ideas should be 
sourced from all quarters.”

“All arms of government, peo-
ple of different political beliefs, 
from all socio-economic back-
grounds and every part of Nigeria 
must work together at this time 
because we are in an economic 
emergency and all hands must be 
on deck,” Saraki further said.

Recession: We’re going to have exhaustive, comprehensive debate to fix economy – Saraki
SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin



O
saro Agbonifo, Ehidiamen 
Otibhor and Amanoghena 
Oshiorenoya, penultimate 
Wednesday, in spite of their 
tight schedules and economic 

hardship, left the comfort of their various 
locations in Lagos to Edo State, in anticipa-
tion of exercising their franchise in the 
September 10 gubernatorial election.

While Osaro Agbonifo headed to his 
father’s house in Benin metropolis, Ehidi-
amen Otibhor and Amanoghena Oshiore-
noya were at Edo central and Edo North 
senatorial districts, respectively.

Their enthusiasm of participating in 
the electoral process of electing a gover-
nor that would pilot the political affairs 
of the state in the next four years was 
however, temporarily truncated by the 
sudden postponement of the election by 
the Independent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC).

The trio, full of determination and 
propelled by spirit of patriotism, had 
shunned all odds to find their way to 
the state with a view to entrusting their 
political destinies in the hands of their 
trusted candidate. They were only among 
the several thousands of registered eli-
gible electorates who thronged the vari-
ous places of origin to cast their votes for 
a governorship candidate of their choice. 
Some of the electorates travelled all the 
way from the United States of America, 
United Kingdom and other countries of 
Europe, Asia, among others to vote for the 
candidate of their various parties.

Prior to the postponement,  security 
agencies, especially the Nigeria Police 
in readiness for the exercise announced 
the deployment of over 25,000 officers, 
the Nigeria Security and Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCD) about 10,000 personnel 
while the Nigeria Military, Federal Road 
Safety Commission (FRSC), the Nigeria Im-
migration Service and the Department of 
State Security (DSS) personnel  have also 
concluded arrangements to complement 
the efforts of their sister agencies with 
undisclosed number of officers.

Joshak Habila, deputy inspector gen-
eral (DIG) of Police in charge of Op-
erations, made the disclosure during the 
Inter-Agency Consultative Committee 
on Election Security in Benin-City on 
August 25, adding that 1,152 hilux vans 
and 54 coastal buses would be provided 
to convey the personnel to their various 
duty posts across the 18 local government 
areas of the state.

Habila said the police personnel would 
be deployed to 2,627 polling units across 
the political 192 wards in the state and 
that marine police would cover the riv-
erine locations in Ovia North-East, Ovia 
South-West and Ikpoba-Okha LGAS, 
while flash points had been mapped and 
geo-located for additional security.

They had also assured of provision of 
adequate security protection for electoral 
materials and the entire people of the 
state during the exercise. INEC had on 
its part organised several training pro-
grammes for all electoral staff, workshop/
sensitisation seminars for all political 
parties, security agencies as well as an-
nouncement of the deployment of 18,511 
electoral staff to Edo State.

The commission National Chairman, 
Mahmood Yakubu who made the disclo-
sure at the final stakeholders’ forum with 
security agencies, political parties’ leader-
ship, among others, said the staff deployed 
for the exercise was mainly   made up of 
members of the Nigeria Youth Service 

Corps (NYSC).
He further disclosed that non-sensitive 

materials had since been deployed to the 
various INEC headquarters in the 18 local 
government areas of the state.

But the sudden postponement of the 
election by INEC on the advice of the 
Department of State Security (DSS) and 
the Nigeria Police over security threats 
in some states including Edo less than 48 
hours to the exercise elicited mixed reac-
tions from Nigerians, political class, both 
local and international election monitors 
and observers as well as the civil society 
organisations.

The news of the imminent postpone-
ment of the election occasioned by DSS 
and Police advice on security threat in 
the state amidst INEC, security final 
pre-election stakeholders’ forum with 
the leadership of political parties in 
Benin-City on September 7, 2016 was first 
broken to members of the general public 
by the various  media organisations as 
breaking news.

The meeting had in attendance the 
electoral umpire National Chairman, 
Mahmood Yakubu, top echelons of the 
commission and security operatives 
that were led by the Inspector General 
of Police, Ibrahim Idris who was repre-
sented by Joshak Habila, Deputy Inspec-
tor General (DIG) of Police in charge of 
Operations.

As the postponement was yet to be 
officially announced by INEC, Edo State 
Governor, Adams Oshiomhole, had in his 
reaction on the fateful day in a state-wide 
broadcast kicked against the postpone-
ment of the election for two weeks or 
more, advising that the new date of the 
election should not clash with the corona-
tion of Oba of Benin.

According to him, “we have a big event 
in Edo on September 26 which is the Oba’s 
coronation. Before that day, there are 
other events that must be done. It will 

not be proper to hold election during that 
period. Why not postpone the election for 
one week?”

The governor, further advised INEC 
not to postpone the “burial” of PDP too 
far, pointing out that the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) was over-prepared for the 
election.

The state chapter of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) in its reactions said 
the postponement was received with 
mixed feelings.

The state chairman of the party, An-
slem Ojezua who reacted for the party, 
opined that the party was never con-
sulted before the postponement.

Ojezua noted that the timing and com-
munication by the security agencies could 
have been better handled having regards 
to the very hard work and huge resources 
deployed towards the election.

“The postponement, therefore, pro-
vides an opportunity for the security 
agencies to address these concerns in 
addition to whatever other threats they 
may have discovered.

“We also note that this puts paid to 
the matter relating to our children par-
ticipating in the ongoing GCE examina-
tions who were to be displaced by the 
postponed election. Finally, we wish to 
appeal to all our party members, support-
ers, sympathisers and indeed all citizens 
of our great state to show understanding 
at this time because security of lives and 
property must take priority over political 
aspiration,” he said.

In its reaction to the planned postpone-
ment, Edo State chapter of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) accused Oshiom-
hole and the state chapter of APC of being 
behind the postponement following the 
alleged sponsored protest of GCE ex-
amination candidates to demand for the 
shift of the election date from September 
10 to another date to enable them write 
Mathematics paper 1 and 2 in the ongoing 

examinations.
Dan Orbih, the state chairman of the 

party also alleged that when the protest 
failed to yield the needed result, the gov-
ernor and the APC in the state resorted “to 
this other alternative plan that there were 
security concerns and that the election 
should be postponed.”

 “A few days ago, Adams Oshiomhole’s 
APC sponsored some group of boys to 
demonstrate to the government house 
and the secretariats of the APC and the 
PDP asking for the postponement of the 
election because they were preparing 
for the Mathematics paper in the GCE 
examinations. 

“Seing that it will not work, they re-
sorted to this other alternative plan that 
there were security concerns and that 
the election should be postponed. Having 
failed in their bid to convince the elector-
ate, they are all out to use available means 
to buy time”, he said. 

“We are surprised because we just 
concluded an exercise with the INEC 
national chairman and INEC national 
commissioners about the election. They 
have even invited party agents to inspect 
sensitive materials and their movement 
to INEC offices.

“It is difficult to understand exactly 
what is going on. We hope this is not a 
ploy to confuse the electorate. We want 
a clear statement from INEC about this 
election. They are the body constitutional 
empowered to conduct the election”, he 
said. 

 Also speaking to journalists on the 
issue, the Nigeria Civil Society Situation 
Room, a coalition of more than seventy 
civil society organisations berated the 
authorities of the Department of State 
Security Services and the Nigerian Police 
for interfering with the operations of the 
Independent National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC).

The convener of the group, Clement 
Nwankwo in a press briefing in Benin-
City said the call for the postponement 
of the governorship election in Edo State 
was a violation of section 160 subsection 
(2) of the 1999 constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria as amended as well 
as the provisions of the Electoral and 
contended that conduct of election is the 
constitutional responsibility of INEC.

Nwankwo also deplored the wasted 
huge financial and material resources 
so far committed to the preparations for 
the elections by INEC, CSOs and other 
stakeholders by the action of the Police 
and the DSS.

He urged INEC to be guided by the 
provisions of the Electoral Act in rela-
tion to postponement which stated that 
all reasons must be cogent and verifiable.

Nwankwo called on President Mu-
hammadu Buhari to call the police and 
security services to order as well as to 
give their support to INEC to deliver on 
its mandate of conducting free and fair 
governorship elections in Edo State as 
scheduled.

Breaking its silence on the litany of 
reactions and criticisms that had greeted 
the security agencies advice, the Inde-
pendent National Commission (INEC) at 
a press conference in Benin-City stated 
that the commission had no intention to 
postpone the election

Solomo Soyebi, national commissioner 
on Voter Education and Publicity who 
briefed journalists, added that the com-
mission had weighed the consequences 
in the postponement of the election.

He said that INEC has come out with 
a decision to go ahead with the elections 
after meeting with stakeholders and se-
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curity personnel, and however, urged all 
the electorate to go out and vote with no 
fear of molestation.

 He had also given the assurance that 
the election would not be postponed 
by INEC, the state chapter of PDP in its 
stakeholders’ meeting in Benin-City com-
mended the commission for its determi-
nation to conduct the election in spite of 
the security threats report by DSS and the 
police, as well as being truly independent 
and not being an appendage of any gov-
ernment agencies.

The party also commended President 
Muhammadu Buhari for his commitment 
to the rule of law and sustaining the na-
tion’s democracy.

The state chairman of the party, Orbih, 
who addressed party faithful and mem-
bers,   alleged that the planned postpone-
ment of the election was orchestrated by 
the state governor, Adams Oshiomhole 
and the leadership of APC in the state.

He alleged that as the stakeholders’ 
forum meeting participated by the 19 
political parties was ongoing, Oshiomhole 
was working round the clock by sending 
text messages that the election should be 
postponed by one week.

 He also accused the APC in the state 
of plan to change the lists of electoral 
officers that would conduct the election 
in the state, noting that nobody should 
change the lists as the party already has 
the entire list.

“’The postponement was well-planned 
to undermine the will of Edo people, we 
are now convinced that the phantom se-
curity advice by the Nigeria Police Force 
and the Department of State Security 
(DSS) was orchestrated by Governor Ad-
ams Oshiomhole and some cabal within 
the APC in the face of imminent defeat 
in the election.

“For instance, we all know that many 
members of the NYSC were trained by the 
Independent National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) as ad-hoc staff for the election. 
And going by NYSC Action Plan Septem-
ber, 2016, the trained NYSC members are 
to finish their clearance, as part of their 
final disengagement process that will end 
on September 26.

“And we have just been told by insid-
ers within the APC that Governor Osh-
iomhole and his party had compiled list 
of their party’s members that they will 
secretly be used to replace the out-going 
trained NYSC members.

“The reasons APC also asked INEC to 
fix the rescheduled election for Wednes-
day, September 28 an official working day, 
is to deny many electorate outside the 
state, who planned to come to Edo State 
for the election, from doing so.

“Hundreds of the electorate outside 
the state had arrived Edo State before 
the election was postponed with many 
of them feeling disappointed about the 
action of the APC in connivance with 
INEC/security agencies.

‘’It is now certain that the Edo State 
governorship election earlier scheduled 
for September 10 was put off by Adams 
Oshiomhole and a group of cabal within 
the APC to enable them have more time to 
manipulate the election,” he stated.

PDP therefore, called on President 
Muhammadu Buhari who had benefited 
from the process of a free and fair elec-
tion, to caution Governor Oshiomhole 
and other federal institutions involved in 
the election “not to plunge Edo State into 
avoidable security crisis just to satisfy the 
bragging ambitions of the APC, and its 
candidate, Godwin Obaseki.”

The electoral umpire succumbing to 
the pressure of postponement was offi-
cially made public few minutes after 8pm 

at a press briefing in Benin by Solomon 
Soyebi, the Commission’s National Com-
missioner in charge of voter Education.

Soyebi opined that the postponement 
was due to the security implication from 
the security agencies reports and noted 
that the commission succumbed to post-
pone the election as a result of safety of 
eligible voters, electoral officers and other 
stakeholders.

According to him, the commission 
affirmed its preparedness to conduct the 
election as it has successfully implement-
ed 12 of the 14 activities on the election 
timeline. Towards the end of the meeting 
news filtered in that the police and DSS 
are advising the INEC to postpone the 
election on security ground but with the 
assurances received from the stakehold-
ers meeting and the absence of any official 
communication, it resolved to proceed 
with the election.

 “At about 6pm (Thursday, September 
8) today, the commission received official 
communication from the police drawing 
its attention to the need to postpone the 
election. Such postponement, the com-
mission indicates is necessary in view 
of the threat of terrorist activities in Edo 
State and other states of the federation 
during the election and Sallah period,” 
he said.

 This again elicited another round of 
bashing from PDP who described the 
decision to shift the election to September 
28, 2016 by INEC as shocking and unac-
ceptable.

“We are taken aback by the rash se-
curity advice a day after the President 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
Muhammadu Buhari, was present at the 
final campaign rally of the APC in Benin 
City, which was concluded without any 
security hitch,” PDP said.

The party added that it is on record 
that INEC recently conducted a hitch-free 

senatorial bye-election in Borno State, a 
state which had remained a hotbed of 
terrorism and insurgency, yet the security 
agencies saw no reason to advise against 
the conduct of the election.

Describing the INEC’s action as “lamen-
table, inexcusable and shameful’’, PDP said 
it is sad to hear from these same security 
agencies that the Edo governorship elec-
tion cannot be held in a state without a 
history of security threat and where in 
less than 24 hours, the President and all 
the APC leaders across the country had 
converged to hold their rally without 
security concerns.

Orbih further alleged that Oshiomo-
hole colluded with the Kaduna State Gov-
ernor, Nasir el-Rufai and a female staff of 
the Independent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) to postpone the election.

He said that the postponement was to 
enable the governor and the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) perfect “their evil 
plans of buying Permanent Voters Card 
(PVCs) across the 18 Local Government 
Area of the state” as well as perfect plans 
to arrest leaders of the party with police.

He however, called on the security 
agencies in the state to up their game 
ahead of the Sept. 28 gubernatorial elec-
tion, as well as appealed to INEC, “as an 
independent body, not to be used by some 
desperate politicians to rig the election”.

The PDP chairman also alleged that 
APC had planned to influence the Inde-
pendent National Electoral Commission 
to dump the card readers for manual 
accreditation as part of its grand plot to 
manipulate the process and skew the 
outcome in its favour.

He vowed that the party would insist 
on the use of the card readers for accredi-
tation of voters in the election, stating 
that APC was using the eighteen days 
by which the election was postponed to, 
among other vote-catching gimmicks, 
perfect its rigging plot

Apart from party and inter-party 
accusation and counter-accusation, Edo 
electorates also voiced their opinion about 
the postponement.

Those spoken to BDSUNFAY expressed 
divergent views on the truths and half-
truths of postponement.

In his reaction, Peter Ehiozee Aigbohan 
averred that the postponement of the 
election was received with ill-feelings 
because there wasn’t any basis or reasons 
for the postponement of the election.

“The postponement of the election 
was received with ill-feelings because 
there wasn’t any basis or reasons for the 
election to be postponed. The election has 
been planned for a long period of time 
that on September 10 that the Edo State 
governorship election will take place and 
why are they now shifting the goal post,” 
Aigbohan queried.

He contended that the election was 
shifted probably because a particular 
party discovered that the outcome of the 
election would not be favourable to them.

He likened the development to post-
poning the evil day, noting that people 
are ready to vote for a change, adding also 
that the postponement was an indication 
that INEC was not truly independent.

“The postponement was an indication 
that INEC is not truly independent. It is 
subject to manipulation. INEC is a federal 
agency of Federal Government and for 
a state government to influence INEC 
to postpone the date of election is really 
surprising, alarming and most unaccept-
able,” he stated.

Don Ebatama-Ehi noted that the elec-
tion was postponed out of fear of defeat 
by a particular party.

Ehi further posited that the alleged im-
portation of militants from the neigbour-
ing states of the South-South was proved 
to be untrue by the commissioner of the 
Edo State police command.

The cleric, who berated the present 
leadership of INEC, accusing it of incom-
petence, noted that the new INEC boss, 
had since assumption of office not being 
able to conduct conclusive elections.

“There is no independence in INEC. As 
at present the INEC officials are not com-
petent to conduct the election because 
the elections so far conducted by the 
present chairman of INEC were charac-
terised with a lot of loopholes. In Rivers 
State, Anambra, among others, elections 
postponed in those states till now have 
not been conducted and also there have 
been several inconclusive elections across 
the country. I think the present INEC 
performance is nothing to write home 
about and I have no confidence in the 
commission,” he said.

Obaretin Alex noted that the post-
ponement was clouded with a lot of 
insinuations, adding that a critical look 
indicated that the election needed to be 
postponed because of security reports.

“The postponed election has been 
clouded with a lot of insinuations but if 
you look at it critically a situation where 
impartial electoral body (INEC) was pre-
pared to go ahead with the election and 
the security agents declared that it was 
not safe for the election to go on because 
of security reports at their disposal there 
is little or nothing anybody can do,” Alex 
said.

He however, prayed that rescheduled 
date for the election becomes a reality 
and the commission would not have any 
cause to postpone it again.

 “Our prayers is that September 28 
will be realistic so that there will not be 
another security reports that will make 
them to shift the election again,” he said.
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Private sector experts to 
the rescue as government 
flounders with the economy

INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG

Politics

me. In fact, the president was 
quoted as saying during an in-
terview that his government

was averse to private sec-
tor inclusion.

“What do they mean by 
team? The vice president 
heads our Economic Manage-
ment Team. You have the 
finance minister, the budget 
and planning minister; the 
minister of trade, industry and 
investment; the governor of 
the Central Bank of Nigeria, 
the national economic adviser

and others and yet some 
people still ask for a team,” he 
retorted when asked about his 
economic management team.

“We will listen to every-
body but we are averse to eco-
nomic teams whose private 
sector members frequently 
steer government policy to 
suit their own narrow inter-
ests rather than the overall 
national interest,” he added.

In explaining the exclusion 
of the private sector from the 
EMT, the administration told 
Nigerians that managing the 
economy was strictly gov-
ernment business or respon-
sibility as the case maybe. 
According to Laolu Akande, 
the spokesperson in the office 
of the Vice President, there 
was no sense in bringing the 
private sector in to take a 
decision that directly involves 
them. Can you beat that?

“We have to understand 
that the attitude of this presi-
dency is to consider the man-
agement of the economy as 
a government responsibility.

It is not something that this 
government believes should 
be done by bringing in some 
of the private interests into the 
economic team to take a deci-
sion that they will be directly 
involved with.

“So our stand is that the 
management of the economy 
is a government responsibil-
ity,” Akande quoted President 
Buhari to have said during an 
interview.

He explained that the EMT 
would however, be meeting 
with the private sector from 
time to time. A step further, I 
remember when they invited

experts to rub minds with 
the EMT and a statement was 
put out to announce or more 
like celebrate that it met with 
economic experts.

I have tried to understand 
the logic behind their ex-
planations and like a lot of 
other things about this gov-
ernment, it fails to sink in.

security,” he said.
Mr. President, with all due 

respect can you please stop? 
Can we clear the space of 
blames and start to talk about 
plans and solutions? As it 
stands the voice of the former 
is still louder than the latter. If 
the people were happy with 
their lot under the previous 
government, that administra-
tion would still be in power. 
The people didn’t elect the 
new government to come 
regale, and even chastise them 
about how bad things are or 
were. The new administration 
was voted because it promised 
to proffer solutions to improve 
their lot and because the peo-
ple believe the current crop of 
leader will do better.

One of the resource ex-
perts who attended the emer-
gency retreat on the economic 
recession at the Presidential 
Villa last week Thursday 
rightly said Nigerians are re-
ally tired of hearing what or 
who caused the recession. The 
people want to hear the way 
forward and how the new 
government is fixing things. 
Where do we go from here 
and how soon before things 
start to change for the better?

Information Minister 
Lai Mohammed also rose in 
defense of the government, 
fending off a jab from the PDP 
accusing the government of 
causing the recession and 
asking the president to resign. 
According to Mr. Mohammed, 
the government keeps trying 
to forget the past, but the past, 
implying the PDP, keeps rear-
ing its head.

For what it’s worth, the 
president is in charge now and 
all eyes are on him to deliver. 
Besides, all mouths will also be 
`sharpened’ towards you Mr. 
President. So why not focus 
and respond to the

opposition with perfor-
mance and results opposition.

On to other matters, all is 
not lost on the public-private 
relations as President Buhari 
last week ate humble pie and 
called out the private sector 
for help as he declared that 
government will be leveraging 
on Public Private Partnerships 
to augment scarce resources.

Since the inception of the 
current administration, we 
have witnessed less participa-
tion of the private sector in 
government business. 

Obviously due to change in 
some policies.

At different times, the pres-
ident and his media handlers, 
especially from the office of 
the Vice President, have risen 
in defense of why govern-
ment decided to exclude the 
private sector from its eco-
nomic management team.

The argument does not 
seem plausible, at least not to 
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A
lex Ebu, a former 
house leader of the 
Cross River State 
House of Assem-
bly and chieftain 

of the ruling People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) in the state, 
has criticised Governor Ben 
Ayade’s approach to gover-
nance in the state without the 
input of former party leaders.

Ebu said the governor has 
unfortunately departed from 
the state development plan 
which was successfully imple-
mented by the previous admin-
istrations of his predecessors.

The former house leader 
disclosed this in an interview 
with BDSUNDAY in Calabar.  
Ebu, who served between 
2007 and 2015 as a member 
of the PDP, said: “If you look at 
the way the governor is going 
along with the party and even 
with his administration, in my 
opinion you cannot exactly 
assess what he has achieved in 
the last 15 months.” 

He acknowledged that 
“though those in the govern-
ment with him will tell you 
the government has done a lot, 
there are certain things which 
he needed to have done from 
the beginning which he has lost 
along the line.”

“Donald Duke as governor 
started the vision and put a lot 
of things in place. As the leader 
of the party then, he was able to 
achieve reasonably. He handed 
over the baton to the immedi-
ate past governor (Liyel Imoke) 
who also tried his best in order 
to keep the PDP flag flying in 
Cross River State. But as we 
speak today, we do not know 
the vision he has for Cross 
River. There were several aspi-
rants in the PDP who aspired 
for governorship and at the 
end of the day, he was lucky to 
emerge the flag bearer of the 
party, but he has gone ahead to 
digress from the major vision of 
the previous administrations in 
Cross River State. That is why 
we are beginning to have these 
things people are complaining 
about,” he added. 

Ebu said, “Take for instance, 
when Liyel Imoke came on-
board, he continued with the 
programmes that were on 
ground, we had programmes 
such as infrastructures in 

health, education, schools, 
roads and all of that, you had 
interventions in colleges, sec-
ondary schools, science blocks 
were built, computer blocks 
were built for computer educa-
tions, science education, about 
60 secondary schools. Renova-
tion of colleges and primary 
schools, were ongoing. Even 
some new ones were built. But 
as we speak, nothing like that is 
currently going on. There were 
two arms, first, state govern-
ment intervened in secondary 
schools, and SUBEB intervened 
in primary schools and junior 
secondary schools. But today 
you can find such except SU-
BEB that is trying to do a few 
jobs, 

“We believe that what the 
government needs to do is to go 
back to the vision of the previ-
ous administrations of Donald 
Duke and that of Liyel Imoke, 
put together. Find out what 
exactly led to those achieve-
ments that were recorded, 
if there are challenges, you 
improve on them, Cross River 
people really felt the impact of 
those administrations, primary 
school blocks were built, health 
centres were built. You need to 
go back to those health centres. 
Most of them that were built, 
lacked prescription drugs, they 
don’t even have the man power 
to man the health centres, we 
have people who have left col-
leges, for instance graduates of 
school of nursing and college 
of health technology, who are 
unemployed and most of these 
community health centers 
need people to go and man the 
health centre.

“The government should 
see how people can be recruit-
ed and send to those health 
centres that were built. Health 
care delivery is very important. 
You must look at the health 
status of your citizens. Go back 
to that blue print and see how 
you can revive it. You need to-
do the same for schools. Recruit 
people that had been trained 
in the colleges of education to 
schools that were renovated in 
schools in the villages. 

“We don’t feel the impact of 
Governor Ayade’s administra-
tion because all they are think-
ing of is the super highway and 
the deep sea port, which are 
distractions, and are projects 
that cannot be completed in 
four years.” 

I 
get the feeling Nigerians 
have had enough and are 
now feeling deaf from the 
seeming never-ending 
replay of the blame game 

hit song, `Blame it on Jona-
than,’ by the current admin-
istration.

Through the Sallah cel-
ebrations and the short work 
week that followed, the 
blame hit song got a boost 
as it reached a notch higher 
after President Muhammadu 
Buhari and other state officials 
tried to absolve themselves 
and the government of any 
responsibility after the econ-
omy’s recession continued. 
When President Buhari took 
off to Daura

penultimate Friday, I as-
sumed it was to get away from 
the hassle of governance and 
have a quiet celebration as he 
spent time with his family. I 
was wrong.

As you already know, the 
country is in a recession and 
it is biting hard. To put it sim-
ply, people are hungry. So 
much that food items includ-
ing steaming pots of soup 
simmering on cooking stoves 
have been reported stolen. 
More employers are cutting 
jobs as they downsize to re-
main competitive and stay 
afloat, inflation has risen to a 
record 17.6 percent, climbing 
for the 10th straight month.

There is hunger and anger. 
So one can relate to why the 
blame game is no longer ef-
fective. On an empty stomach 
and bank accounts in the red, 
the blame lyrics no longer ap-
peal to anyone.

Since coming into office 
in May last year, President 
Buhari and the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) have 
continued to accuse previous 
administrations, especially 
the last one, of running the 
country down and that the 
new ruling APC is the messiah 
that will bring back Nigeria’s 
glory days. Unfortunately, 16 
months into the tenure of the 
new administration, the situ-
ation has become so dire it’s 
reached alarming proportions. 
And all that the people are still 
hearing is `it wasn’t me’.

The president during his 
Sallah message said the reces-
sion was as a result of cumula-
tive effects of worldwide eco-
nomic downturn and failure 
of past governments to plan 
and save for difficult times.

While in Daura, the presi-
dent again told journalists that 
the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) left Nigeria with nothing 
after 16 years.

“I want Nigerians to realise 
that what this government 
inherited after 16 years of 
the PDP government was no 
savings, no infrastructure, no 
power, no rail, no road and no 

Ayade government is not carrying us 
along – Ex-house leader, Alex Ebu

According to him, “In my 
opinion I advise the governor to 
take projects he will be able to 
complete within the first four 
years. If he wins again, he will 
do something else. 

“What I want to say as an 
advice is to urge Cross River 
people, that in spite of the 
challenges the PDP is facing 
in the state and at the national 
level, we should be able to come 
together as stakeholders of the 
party; the party belongs to us. 
We should be able to put our 
bitterness behind us, even as 
a state, and those in the cor-
ridors of power, particularly 
the elected representatives at 
the state level, and commis-
sioners, and party executives, 
we should be able to put our 
heads together as a party and 
think of how to move the party 
forward. Because whatever, we 
are enjoying today is as a result 
of the legacies that were left 
behind by the previous leaders 
of the party and participants 
in government; so a situation 
where the party will be looked 
at as a weakling, because today, 
the way the party is going, if 
we are to hold elections today, 
there is no guarantee that we 
can win as we usually do.

“This is a state where elec-
tions are won by the PDP 100 
percent. I won’t be surprised if 
elections are conducted today, 
several seats, both at the na-
tional and state levels, we may 
not be able to win because of 
the way the party is going. This 
is because those in government 
today are not thinking of put-
ting the party together. Those 
of us at home feel the pulse of 
the people who are feeling that 
the present government is not 
really reaching out. You cannot 
appoint everybody into office 
or employ all. The best option 
for instance was what the im-
mediate past administrations of 
Donald Duke and Liyel Imoke 
were doing, they ensured that 
private sector economy was 
being driven and major stake-
holders of the party were taken 
care of from there, through 
interventionism the building 
of these health institutions and 
colleges. Contracts were being 
given to major stakeholders of 
the party. But today, nothing 
is happening in the private 
sector. If elections are tomor-
row, where would we get the 
resources?”

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Zebulon Agomuo, Editor, BDSUNDAY (l) presents copies of BusinessDay and BDSUN-
DAY to Israel Bolaji, corporate affairs manager, StarTimes, during the team’s visit to 
The Brooks, corporate head office of the BusinessDay Media Limited, while Daniel 
Obi, editor, Media Business, looks on.
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Airtel set to empower less-privileged 
Nigerians through CSR initiative

A
s part of its corpo-
rate social respon-
sibility (CSR) initia-
tive, Airtel Nigeria, 
one of the leading 

telecommunications service 
providers, has announced the 
third edition of its CSR inter-
vention tagged ‘Touching Lives 
Season 3’. Following the an-
nouncement, Airtel expects 
qualified less-privileged Nigeri-
ans to put in their entries to be 
part of this year’s edition of the 
life-changing social investment 
initiative.

Speaking at the media event 
held in Lagos Thursday to mark 
the unveiling of the Season 3, 
Segun Ogunsanya, managing 
director and chief executive of-
ficer of Airtel, said that through 
Touching Lives initiative, the 
company offers practical relief, 
succour, hope, opportunities and 
credible platforms to liberate 
and empower the underprivi-
leged, disadvantaged and hard-
to-reach persons in society.

Ogunsanya noted that the 
will to continue with the social 
investment project despite the 
current economic situation, 
was largely due to remarkable 
impact and success recorded in 
the first and second Seasons of 
the project. “Airtel believes that 
to be a great company we must 
first be a good company, and 

by love for the less privileged 
people.

Larry Izamoje, chief execu-
tive officer of Brila FM, who 
pledged support to propagate 
the essence and accomplish-
ment of Airtel Touching Lives 
Season 3 via Brila FM radio sta-
tions across Nigeria, noted that 
the CSR initiative has become 
one of the most notable plat-
forms for empowering disad-
vantaged people to enable them 

achieve their goals in life.
As Season 3 takes off, Airtel 

urged kind-hearted Nigerians 
to nominate persons, families 
or communities by calling or 
texting using the short code 
367. Nominations can also be 
sent to airteltouchinglives@
ng.airtel.com as well as Airtel 
stores nationwide. For more in-
formation people can visit www.
airteltouchinglives.com.
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we are very much committed to 
earning our social license – the 
love and acceptance of the vari-
ous communities and people we 
serve.”

“Airtel Nigeria is committed 
to creating positive impact in 
the various communities it op-
erates in and we are genuinely 
inspired to uplift the less privi-
leged around us as well as create 
prosperity platforms for many 
Nigerians on a long-term, sus-
tainable basis,” said Ogunsanya.

While calling other corporate 
bodies to join hands with Airtel 
to change the lives of many Nige-
rians, who are in need, the Airtel 
boss stated that multi-million 
Naira CSR initiative has brought 
positive change in the lives of 
thousands of Nigerians such 
that project, the company was 
able to provide potable water 
for several starved communities; 
built maternal and health care 
centres for remote communities; 
built and renovated schools to 
provide quality education to the 
less privileged.

The project, he further stated 
has enabled the company to 
bankroll medical expensive for 
many beneficiaries to the best 
hospitals locally and around, em-
power the disabled with modern 
and sophisticated resources that 
make life better and provide 
solid economic platforms for 
thousands who are downtrod-
den, hard to reach, abandoned, 

neglected and condemned by 
family and society.

Given his goodwill message, 
Frank Aigbogun, publisher of 
BusinessDay Newspaper, who 
was a special guest at the event, 
commended Airtel for giving 
voice to the voiceless, supporting 
the down-trodden and bringing 
smiles to the faces of the needy 
in Nigeria. Airtel, according to 
him, was not compelled to invest 
in charity, but inspired purely 

…Flags-off Season 3 of ‘Touching Lives’ project

S
hareholders have com-
mende d Honeywell 
Flour Mills Plc on the 
on-going c onstruc-

tion of its new multi-billion 
Naira state-of-the-art Foods 
& Agro-Allied Complex and 
reaffirmed their confidence 
in the growth prospects of the 
company. The shareholders 
expressed their satisfaction 
for the pace of the on-going 
construction when they vis-
ited the Sagamu site of the 
new factory complex.

T h e  s h a re h o l d e r s  a l s o 
conveyed their support for 
production of food products 
that use local inputs from 
Honeywell’s aggressive back-
ward integration programme, 
adding that with the new fa-
cility, the company deserves 
support and patronage from 
government, other critical 
stakeholders and the general 

A representative of the 
shareholders, Boniface Okezie, 
commended Honeywell Flour 
Mills on the progress of work 
at the Sagamu factory which 
is nearing completion. He was 
particularly delighted at the 
quality of machines being in-
stalled. Okezie encouraged the 
company to continue to main-
tain its reputation for high 
quality production processes 
once the factory commences 
production.

The Executive Director, 
Supply Chain, Rotimi Fadipe, 
who was also part of the tour, 
remarked that the location 
of the new factory could not 
have been better, as it is by an 
interchange along the Lagos-
Ibadan expressway, which 
makes it easily accessible from 
any part of the country. He 
assured customers and end 
users of better product deliv-

eries from the new factory. 
Also commenting on the 

shareholders’ visit, the Ex-
ecutive Director, Marketing, 
Benson Evbuomwan, noted 
that the project provides the 
company with opportunities 
to introduce new product 
offerings that will delight its 
teeming and loyal consumers 
and grow market share.

Honeywell Flour Mills Plc 
currently boasts of one of the 
largest milling capacity in the 
country and produces house-
hold wheat-based food brands 
such as Honeywell Superfine 
Flour, Honeywell Semolina, 
Honeywell Wheat Meal, Hon-
eywell Noodles and Honey-
well Pasta. With the Sagamu 
project, Honeywell Flour Mills 
Plc will backwardly integrate 
to use a variety of local inputs 
to produce nutritious foods for 
its consumers.

populace.
The shareholders visited 

the complex ahead of the com-
pany’s 7th Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) scheduled to 
hold on September 20, 2016.

Occupying over 63 hectares 
of land within the Ogun State 
Flowergate Industrial Estate 
in Sagamu (along the Lagos-
Ibadan expressway), the new 
factory is expected to com-
mence production of various 
food products in the second 
quarter of 2017.

This investment will create 
additional jobs in the econo-
my and reduce the company’s 
demand for foreign exchange. 

Speaking on the sharehold-
ers’ familiarisation visit to 
the new factory complex, the 
Executive Director, Manu-
facturing, Honeywell Flour 
Mills Plc, Nino Ozara, who led 
the delegation to the factory 

site in Sagamu, Ogun State; 
expressed optimism that with 
shareholders’ continued sup-
port, the new factory, which 
is near completion, would 
not only boost local milling 
capacity, it will also transform 
the country’s milling industry 
and provide lots of jobs. 

“Honeywell Flour Mills’ 
new ultra-modern Sagamu 
factory site is proof of the 
company’s growth prospects 
and commitment towards 
re-enforcing investors’ trust 
even in the face of the cur-
rent economic challenges. 
The plant will produce large 
scale wheat and non-wheat 
based products that would 
meet present and future food 
needs of Nigerian consumers, 
thereby further strengthen-
ing the company’s leadership 
position in the Nigerian mill-
ing industry,” Ozara said.

Honeywell Flour Mills’ new multi-billion 
naira factory nears completion
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T
here is no bet-
ter time for us 
than now to be-
gin to work in 
the knowledge of 

who we are. The template 
designed for us by God is 
that our time for shinning 
is when darkness, not just 
darkness but GROSS dark-
ness has come. At this time 
and moment even a blind 
man is able to perceive that 
there is darkness, GROSS 
darkness. It is palpable. No 
day passes without it being 
communicated to us. It is 
everywhere, online, offline, 
airborne and waterborne, 
if I may say. Not only are 
these happening, the re-
sultant effect is grave. The 
intended reason for it has 
begun to come home. The 
whole idea is to make people 
lose their peace, joy and 
become hysterical. People 
are getting bothered, afraid 
and confused. They can’t 
see what the FUTURE holds. 
The future sure looks bleak. 
These are times that were 
long prophesied before Jesus 
made His entry. Like I heard 
a man of God say some time 
ago, “you cannot pray away 
prophesy, you can only seek 
exemption.” Whether we 
like it or not, want it or not 
we have to live in it. Though 
we have to live in it, do we 
have to die in it?  The ques-
tion is this “Is this time for all, 
or are we exempted from it? 
“Who are we?”

The starting point is 
knowing and having Jesus 
as your personal Lord and 
saviour. This qualifies us 
to be registered member 
(sons and daughters) of the 
household of faith. Without 
us knowing our origin and 
location we can be co-opted 
into sharing other people’s 
punishment. Our origin is 
God through his word. Our 
sustenance is the word, our 
location is in the word (...In 
him we live and have our 
being...).

Without this truth real 
and burning in our heart, 
we are bound to loose like 
the rest of the world. Before 
the first world was destroyed 
in the times of Noah, God 
singled out his people. There 
are always pre warnings and 
a place of protection for his 
children over the ages (The 
name of the Lord is a strong 
tower, the righteous runs 
into it and are saved). Events 
like this are cyclic through-

out life. The stories of 
Abraham, Isaac come to 
mind readily. These were 
business men of great 
weight and worth dur-
ing their time. The bible 
records that the famine 
was great and grave and 
Isaac packed his bags and 
family and headed for 
Egypt. But for the WORD 
of God at the nick of time, 
Isaac would have lost out 
like the rest of the people 
of his time. The beauty 
of the WORD of blessing 
that Isaac heeded made all 
the difference. In the same 
land that was swallowing 
up giants, ravaged with 
drought, Isaac according 
to the instruction of the 
Lord sowed in the land 
and he reaped an hundred 
fold. There is no way we 
can play it according to 
God’s rule that we can 
ever loose. We can never 
lose!

For you to remain a 
winner and a Victor in 
this season, your place of 
salvation is in the WORD 
of God. What is playing 
out in the name of re-
cession has played our 
before and was defeated. 
It is wisdom to use the 
time tested weapon of the 
word of God to do justice 
to the lie of recession. This 
recession or situation has 
not come to destroy you; 
rather it has come to lift 
you up. Recognise this 
season as your season of 
opportunity. Isaac was the 
only one that had goods to 
sell and all the wealth of 
that nation went to him 
to the extent that the king 
of the land signed a pact 
with him. Wake up as a 
believer in the person of 
Jesus and maximise the 
potentials God designed 
for this season which is 
the word of God. And 
you will realise you can 
never lose.

The reason why we are 
called believers is because 
we believe in the spoken 
word of God that cannot 
be broken. And His word 
to us in this season is to 
“Say no controversy to 
them that say controver-
sy; do not fear their fear...” 
Every word spoken to us 
by God must be mined; 
appreciated and appropri-
ated otherwise we lose 
out of God’s opportunity 
for this season.

T
hough you do 
not have con-
trol over time, 
you can control 
how it affects 

you. Though you cannot 
dictate the pace of time, 
you can take advantage 
of the gap time created for 
you. No matter how long 
you may have waited for 
your expectation to ma-
terialise, you can turn it 
to an advantage. You can 
turn from obscurity to 
significance. Don’t make 
your waiting time a period 
of retrogression; make it 
a time of re-invigoration. 
Make your light brighter, 
not dim.

One of the tips given 
to us in the scripture on 
how to manage our time 
lag is in Isaiah 40:31. “But 
those who wait on the 
LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount 
up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and 
not faint.”

We are all endowed 
w i t h  s t re n g t h s .  O u r 
strengths are replicated 
in form of abilities or ca-
pacities given to us to ac-
complish our dreams and 
aspirations. Our strength 
is the potential within 
us. No matter how your 
weakness tries to over-
shadow your life, there is 
strength within you. In 
periods of delay, to keep 
your strength functional 
and relevant, you should 
embark on the process of 
strength renewal. This is 
the most important way 
to continually stay em-
powered

The word renewal 
means to replace some-
thing that is old or broken 
with something new. To 
stay empowered, do not 
allow whatever you con-
sider your strength or skill 
to become obsolete. You 
should continually update 
yourself. That means you 
must make yourself rel-
evant at all times.  Henry 
Ford (an American in-
dustrialist, the founder of 
the Ford Motor Company, 
and the sponsor of the 

development of the assem-
bly line technique of mass 
production), said: “Any-
one who stops learning is 
old, whether at twenty or 
eighty. Anyone who keeps 
learning stays young. The 
greatest thing in life is to 
keep your mind young.”

To stay empowered, you 
have to grow up. Grow-
ing up is moving from a 
lower level to a higher 
level. It is responding to the 
stimulus to move up higher. 
You must develop yourself 
intellectually, physically, 
spiritually, professionally, 
emotionally, and in every 
gamut of your life. Equally 
desire to grow up in God. 
Increased intimacy with 
God gives birth to increase 
knowledge about your 
destiny. Any level of life 
you want to experience, 
you must aim at growing to 
the pre-requisites for that 
level. Without growing up, 
you cannot break through 
upwards.

The best way to grow is 
by growing daily. Greatness 
is not attained by a sponta-
neous change, it is attained 
by process. One of the ways 
of achieving success in life 
is to always stay hungry for 
growth. That will spur you 
into looking for avenues 
to develop yourself. When 
you experience growth on 
the inside, you will exploit 
opportunities on the out-
side. The more you grow, 
the closer you are to your 
dreams and aspiration. The 
deeper you grow in life, the 
higher you grow in destiny.

Make yourself relevant, 
contemporary, indispens-
able, and significant for 
that future you are dream-
ing of. Upgrade yourself to 
fit into your generation. 
Don’t let the moment you 
have been waiting for meet 
you unprepared. Abraham 
Lincoln said, “I will prepare 
and someday my chance 
will come.” When you 
make the right use of your 
time today, the future will 
be a delight for you. Light 
your own fire and your 
path will glow. Continually 
stay empowered!

A 
consultant is “an 
expert in a par-
ticular field who 
works as an advi-

sor either to a company or 
to another individual.” This 
sounds pretty vague, but it 
has been popular in the past 
two decade or so, and you 
probably have a good idea 
what a consultant is.

Continuing from where 
we stopped last week on the 
subject of how to take advan-
tage of the opportunities in 
the consultancy industry.

Income and Billing - Now 
that you have made the deci-
sion to open your consulting 
business, you need to get 
serious about how much 
money you will charge your 
clients. If you charge too 
little, you won’t succeed 
in business. If you charge 
too much, you won’t get 
any clients. So how do you 
find that middle ground 
that seems fair to everyone 
involved? One way to help 
you decide how much to 
charge is to find out what 
the competition’s rates are. A 
simple telephone call, asking 
for their brochure and rates, 
should do the trick. Then set 
your rates so that you are 
competitive with everyone 
else in the community.

Before setting your fees, 
make sure you have listed 
all of your expenses. There 
is nothing worse than set-
ting your rates, having your 
client pay you on time and 
then finding out you failed 
to include several expenses 
that materialised. This brings 
up an important point to 
remember in every job you 
take from a client: Include a 
“miscellaneous” line item in 
your fee proposal. But don’t 
pad the miscellaneous figure 
to make additional income.

Most clients will under-
stand that in every project, 
there will no doubt be addi-
tional expenses. Just be sure 
everyone knows upfront an 
approximate figure for those 
expenses.

Before you set your rates, 
find out what other consul-
tants in your community 
are charging for their ser-
vices. Sometimes a simple 
telephone call to another 

consultant’s office asking 
what their fees are will give 
you the answers you need. 
Or you may have to have a 
friend call and ask for their 
brochure, or any additional 
information they can collect 
regarding fees and pricing. 
If you live in a small town 
and there are no other con-
sultants in your field, then 
rejoice and be glad, but set 
your fees at a reasonable 
level!

When setting your rates, 
you have several options, 
including hourly rates, proj-
ect fees and working on a 
retainer basis. Let’s examine 
each one closely:

 Hourly Fees - You need 
to tread carefully when 
setting hourly fees, because 
two things could happen: 
(A) Your hourly rate is so 
high that no one could ever 
afford you (therefore no cli-
ent will ever knock on your 
door). (B) Your hourly rate is 
so low that no one will take 
you seriously. 

Keep one important rule 
in mind when establishing 
your fee, no matter which 
structure you decide on: 
The more money people 
pay for a product or service, 
the more they expect to get 
for their money. In other 
words, if a client agrees to 
your hourly rate of $400, 
then you had better give 
$400 worth of service to 
that client every hour you 
work for them.

Some clients prefer to be 
billed on an hourly basis, 
while others hate the idea of 
paying someone what they 
perceive to be too much per 
hour. Those clients usually 
prefer to pay per project.

We would continue with 
this article next week as we 
discuss further the subject 
of how to take advantage of 
opportunities in the consul-
tancy industry. Send me an 
SMS/WhatsApp message 
or Call for more details and 
training opportunities.

 
- Nwaodu Lawrence 

Chukwuemeka (Ideas Ex-
change Consulting).

 nwaodu.lawrence@ho-
tmail.co.uk  (07066375847).
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T
he Law Prohibiting 
Forceful Entry and Illegal 
Occupation of Landed 
Properties In Lagos State 
2016 signed by Governor 

Ambode on the 15th of August, 
2016 couldn’t have come at a bet-
ter time. This new Law protects 
the proprietary rights of Land and 
Property owners in Lagos State and 
criminalizes actions of forceful and 
unlawful entry or occupation of 
premises. Lagosian can now smile 
and be relieved of the activities of 
the notorious ‘Omon Onile’. To La-
gosian and Real Estate Investors, this 
is certainly a new day. though some 
commentators opined that this Law 
is rather coming late as not a small 
number of innocent residents in 
the state have lost so much to these 
ignoble men, it is however the opin-
ion of the majority that it is better 
to right a wrong no matter how late 
in the day. We therefore hope that 
those saddled with the responsibil-

A
s part of the current 
efforts to diversify the 
economy to agriculture, 
one sub-sector to focus 
on is increased fish 

production. It is indeed, sad to note 
that as at 2008, Nigeria, with water 
resources of 13,000 square kilometers 
and blessed with the vast Atlantic 
Ocean to the South, Rivers Niger 
and Benue and several tributaries 
traversing the country was ranked 
as the world’s largest importer of fish. 
In addition, it has 14 million hectares 
of land where aquaculture can be 
undertaken, apart from various dams 
across the country for culture-based 
fisheries.

By 2010 the country was spending 
a whopping sum of over N100 billion 
on importation of 780,000 metric 
tons of frozen fish from Europe, 
Latin America and Eastern countries. 
While the annual fish demand stands 
at about 2.66 million metric tons 
(mmt) the domestic production 
stands at a paltry 0.78 mmt, giving 
a shortfall of 1.8 mmt. Yet, we have 
the capacity to produce well over 
4.0 mmt annually which could 
effectively meet local demands. The 
truth, however, is that the annual 
per-capita fish consumption is about 
7.5kilogrammes as against 15kg/
annum as recommended by the Food 

and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).
 The revelation by the former 

Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Akinwumi Adesina, in 
2013 that the country was spending 
about N125.38bn every year on the 
importation of 1.9 million metric 
tons on fish is unacceptable. The 
fishery sub-sector is important and 
contributes four per cent to the 
country’s Gross Domestic Product 
GDP). Though the total demand for 
fish in the country hovers around 2.7 
million metric tons, it was producing 
about 800,000 metric tons locally, 
yet Nigeria can be self-sufficient 
in fish production. Aquaculture is 
seen as a panacea for meeting the 
increasing demand for fish, as catches 
from open waters decline due to over 
exploitation and degradation of fish 
habitats. Nigeria is no exception. 

For instance, in 2013, a total of 
3.6 million juveniles, 36,000 bags of 
15kg of feed and 200 water testing 
kits were provided to fishermen in 
10 states at a total cost of N1.5bn. 
Furthermore, the Jonathan-led 
administration committed 50 per 
cent of the cost of the building 36.3 
LOA Oceanography and fisheries 
deep sea vessels for the purpose of 
exploring deep sea resources The bold 
decision taken then by the Federal 
Government to improve the local 
production of fish, by exploring deep 
sea resources from the current 50 m 
deep to 200m deep as well as place 
a ban on fish importation should be 
sustained.

To do this, the current Buhari-

led administration must promote 
greater investments in aquaculture 
and improve artisanal, inland and 
marine fisheries. This is because fish 
is a source of food security. It is a rich 
source of heart-friendly protein, 
calcium, potassium, Vitamin-B group 
and essential minerals and in some 
instances omega-3 and omega-6 fatty 
acids. Its economic potentials for 
investors to create employment and 
make reasonable profit is not in doubt.

 Investment in catfish business
 Research findings in 2011 

revealed that there has been more 
than N40 billion investment in fish 
farming in Nigeria over the past 
four to five years. According to 
Femi Lawrence, a graduate of the 
University of Ibadan with degree in 
Fisheries Management “fish business 
is very lucrative”. The major areas 
of fish farming being currently 
exploited by Nigerians are catfish 
fingerlings production (hatchery), 
raising fingerlings or juveniles from 
the size of fingers to table size (adult) 
within a period of four to six months. 
On his part the now famous Arinze 
Onebunwe, CEO of Jovana Farms 
catfish production consists of two 
major part-the nursery and grow-
out operations. The nursery starts 
with the inducement of the female 
fish to lay eggs which are fertilised, 
incubated and hatched. These are 
known as fries which are nurtured 
from between three to four weeks 
into fingerlings and reading for 
growing out. Before then there is the 
growing into post fingerlings, mini 
juveniles and juveniles. It takes a 
further six months to get them into 
the size ready for market.

While Lawrence insists that with 
N100,00 one could start catfish 
farming Adedeji Abiodun another 
consultant says it could go higher to 
N200,000. Onebunwe says a new 

investor should identify the pond 
system, even before acquisition of 
land. The location of such pond, he 
be informed by access to road, water 
supply and of course, the drainage 
system. Lawrence says that GP Tanks 
could be used for fish culture, with 
two tanks as the pilot scheme. The 
fast-growing ones called the catfish 
shooters are sorted into the second 
tank and it could also be carried out 
in concrete ponds using 9-inch by 
18-inch blocks. These are plastered 
with water inlets and outlets, wooden 
tanks and carpet inside to hold water.

There are varieties of catfish 
but the four major ones grown in 
Africa are the Africa mudfish, hybrid 
mudfish, giant mudfish and tilapia. 
They live in fresh water and are 
bottom feeders. They usually sink 
instead of floating because of reduced 
gas bladder. They have no scales, 
posses a flat head and have the 
unique, distinguishing long, cat-like 
whiskers.

A catfish of one kilogramme sells 
for between N450 and N500.With 
the right specie, Dutch clarius and 
normal feeding of three time s a 
day there is return on investment 
of 30 percent. An investment of 
N200,000 in catfish farming could 
yield N500,000 within four months.

For those who buy and sell by 
the roadside and others who make 
delicious pepper soup with catfish the 
return on investment is appreciable. 
But others have gone further into fish 
processing to elongate the shelf-life. 
It also creates room for export. At No 
157 Ogudu Road for instance, we have 
the Fish Place where different forms 
of processed fish are available and 
highly patronised. 

The way forward
What is needed to lift fish 

business to the next level include 

availability of micro-credit schemes, 
stable infrastructure of sustained  
power supply (for cold storage), 
potable water and good access  roads. 
Besides, there should be short-term 
training programmes; seminars 
and workshops for those interested 
in going into the business. This is 
because, as a cheap form of business, 
with low risks and high returns on 
investment fresh graduates could 
go into it instead of pounding the 
city streets in search of non-existent 
white-collared jobs.

 As focus is being shifted to 
deep sea fishing, efforts must be 
stepped up to combat the nefarious 
activities of sea pirates, especially 
from neighbouring countries. More 
Nigerians should be empowered to 
go into the use of expensive trawlers.

According to the Fisheries Society 
of Nigeria (FSN) investment in fish 
farming, especially that of catfish has 
since risen from N23 billion between 
2001 and 2006 to over N40 billion 
in 2011. There is little doubt that the 
huge potential in fish business could 
become a veritable money-spinner, 
instead of the over dependence on 
crude oil business. Honestly, Nigeria 
is richly blessed in virtually all the 
sub-sectors of the economy, if only we 
could get our acts together, with the 
leaders identifying how to connect 
the potentials with the productive 
energy of the citizens.

 

ity of enforcing these populist laws 
do not leave much to be desired as 
Lagosians dough their hats for the 
amiable governor.

With the signing into Law of 
PPL 2016; the Governor Ambode’s 
administration has endeared itself 
to the hearts of not a few Lagosians 
some of whom have very sad memo-
ries of their encounter with the 
dreaded ‘Omon Oniles’ who had al-
most appeared invincible. They had 
become so daring that it was though 
they had immunity against the law. 
They could hire the best lawyers 
and were ready to drive land mat-
ters to the highest courts in the land. 
They were rich, connected and dar-
ing. Their activities had set the pace 
in the ‘Land Grabbing Industry’ all 
over the country.  No one that has 
built in Lagos that would not have a 
sorry story to share about his bitter 
encounter with the ‘omon oniles’. 

Rabiu Ashamu (aka Jungle) cre-
ated a huge empire for himself in 
a suburb of Lagos State. He was 

ruthless, swift, deadly and gener-
ally feared in his community and 
beyond. He would boast to any one 
that bothered to listen that he was 
very popular within Government 
circle. His activities were akin to 
outlaw. Rabiu was notorious for 
land grabbing and snatching. Woe 
betides that man who would stray 
into Jungle’s territory without first 
of all paying ‘homage’ to him before 
starting any construction work. No 
one was too connected for Jungle to 
accost. He became so powerful that 
it became a norm in lands transac-
tion that ‘jungle money’ would re-
flect in a Land Agreement within his 
territory if the buyer must possess 
peaceably and without intimidation. 
That ‘Jungle’s money’ was included 
in a Land purchase transaction did 
not immune a builder from pay-
ing all other forms of charges such 
as ‘clearing, foundation, windows, 
doors, lintel, roofing, plastering’ and 
all other obnoxiously strange fees. 
In fact; the fear of Jungle became 

the wisdom of the community. His 
activities were so notorious that 
his community started to suffer 
neglect as prospective land buyers 
avoided his enclave like a plague. 
At some point; the family land own-
ers there summoned the courage 
to ‘call him to order’ by requesting 
him to streamline his fee as this was 
discouraging business. He promised 
them he would look into it. As soon 
as the Representatives of the com-
munity left his ‘palace’; he directed 
his Hench man to compile the list 
of the names of those who had the 
audacity to ‘confront’ him with 
such effrontery. As soon as the list 
got to him; he invited them on an 
Environmental Saturday morning. 
On their arrival, he informed them 
that moving forward; he would per-
sonally ‘help’ them sell their lands as 
a deterrent to anyone who would 
further question his authority in 
the community. For every Acre he 
‘sold’ for any of them; he would keep 
half of the proceeds to himself and 
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his boys and leave the other half for 
the family. This he did for a number 
of years without any one question-
ing him. From that day on; it was 
regarded as suicide to confront him 
over his ‘fees’ and other activities on 
lands that never belonged to him. 
The story of Rabiu Ashamu was 
reminiscent of an unquestionable 
emperor. It was replicated all over 
the state; from the Mainland to the 
Island; from Ojodu to Badagry, the 
story was the same.

…………………to be continued.



A
s a stakeholder in 
Nigeria’s oil and 
gas sector, could 
you give us  an 
overview of the 

sector?
The Nigerian oil sector can be 

classified into three groups: the 
upstream, the downstream, and 
the mainstream. The upstream 
means exploration and produc-
tion companies, the downstream 
are the people who sell petro-
leum products, and you can put 
the Nigerian Liquefied Natural 
Gas as mainstream. That’s in 
a very broad sense in terms of 
where products are. You can also 
classify it in two broad groups 
of oil producing companies and 
oil servicing companies. So, it 
depends on which element you 
are looking at. 

 
Some Nigerians are of the 

view that oil discovery and 
exploration have been a curse 
rather than a blessing to Ni-
geria. Do you agree with this 
view?

 Truly speaking, that is where 
I differ from many Nigerians. 
It is not the fault of the oil in-
dustry, but rather, it is the fault 
of those who have managed 
the economy, those who trans-
formed it from a multi-product 
economy to a mono-product 
economy. That is the point I am 
trying to make. Basically, oil and 
gas in Nigeria provides more 
than 80 percent of Nigeria’s 
earnings. That tells you that 
oil and gas is contributing im-
mensely to the Nigerian econ-
omy. The industry itself cannot 
be said to have negative impact 
on the economy. However, the 
manner in which the proceeds 
of oil and gas in Nigerian have 
been used has negative impact 
on the economy. Again, you 
can say the things that have 
happened to the oil and gas in-
dustry, like militancy and van-
dalism, have negatively affected 
the economy in the sense that 
they have reduced Nigeria’s 
production, which translates 
into the revenue of the nation.

 
There have been allegations 

of corruption against Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC), with many Nigeri-
ans labelling it the ATM of any 
sitting government. What’s 
your position?

 Again, I will slightly dif-

‘Civil servants connived with 
politicians to kill Nigeria’s refineries’

fer in that generalisation. The 
NNPC as it is known now was 
not a den of corruption from 
inception; saying that would 
mean not giving due recogni-
tion to the founding fathers 
of the corporation, people like 
Engineer M.O. Feyide, the first 
Nigerian to be OPEC secretary; 
Chief Festus Marinho, who 
used to be the first MD of the 
then Nigerian National Oil 
Corporation that served as the 
forerunner of the NNPC, etc. 
These men and women were 
not corrupt people. The issue 
of NNPC becoming an ATM of 
corruption, as you call it, started 
not too long ago; it didn’t start 
from inception. We must make 
a distinction between what we 
have now and the founding 
fathers who were not corrupt 
people.

 
So, in what fundamental 

ways has NNPC of today devi-
ated from what the founding 
fathers did?

 The fundamental deviation 
between those founding fathers 
and the current reality is the 
lack of patriotism. The founding 
fathers of NNPC had patriotic 
inclinations; they believed in 
the general good. But in recent 
dispensation, from 10 to 20 
years ago, many of the people 
who have passed through the 
leadership of the NNPC were 
not men and women who had 
the common good as their ori-
entation.

 
After many years of oil 

exploration and exploitation, 
the country is still importing 
refined petroleum products. 
Nigeria still cannot refine its 
crude oil for local consumption.

 Without standing in defence 
of those who have run NNPC 
in recent times, I would want 
to say the way NNPC functions 
will depend solely on the gov-
ernment it’s serving; that is the 
crux of the matter. The issue is 
the executive arm of govern-
ment that controls NNPC’s 
functionalities. If it is wrong, 
NNPC itself will be wrong be-
cause the directive that will 
be passed to the NNPC will be 
wrong directives. When I was 
young, Nigeria was producing 
petrol, diesel and kerosene that 
it could consume. In subsequent 
years, when Obasanjo came to 
power in 1999, what was his 

first lament? His first lament 
was that the refineries he built 
in his first coming were still the 
refineries in Nigeria, and they 
were in a comatose situation. 
So, we need to ask ourselves: 
what happened since the last 
refinery was commissioned and 
now? And I can answer that 
question. What has happened to 
us is that corruption has taken 
a new dimension in Nigeria’s 
body politic; it is not just about 
stealing money or people inflat-
ing contracts, people are saying 
they are doing turnaround 
maintenance that never took 
place. Corruption even exists in 
the way our people think. My 
father once told me 50 years 
ago before he died 45 years ago 
that the way the soldiers were 
leading us, they would eventu-
ally lead us to a comatose situa-
tion. It was as if the man was a 
prophet. That is why today, the 

average Nigerian does not think 
straight anymore.

 
What do you mean when 

you say the average Nigerian 
does not think straight any-
more?

 Let me tell you what I mean. I 
am an Akure man. Akure people 
have never given me a civic re-
ception and yet there are things 
that I have done as an Akure 
man. As a student, I was a mem-
ber of the executive of Akure 
Students Union (ASU) that meta-
morphosed into the youth wing 
of the then Unity Party of Nige-
ria (UPN). Today, if Buhari calls 
me and makes me minister for 
petroleum, I can guarantee you 
that Akure people will organise 
a civic reception for me, and the 
first thing they will tell me is, 
‘Leke, this is our time’. And the 
question you ask yourself is: 
what does that mean? It means, 

‘This is our time to snooker Ni-
geria’. When I read the hansard 
of the House of Representatives 
between 1954 and 1959 when 
my father was a member of the 
House, and when I compare the 
quality of the discussion that my 
father and the likes of Obafemi 
Awolowo, Tafawa Balewa, Mi-
chael Adekunle Ajasin, etc had 
in the House of Representatives 
between 1954 and 1959, I don’t 
see that quality in today’s Na-
tional Assembly.

 
So, how do we get out of this 

‘national thinking deficiency, 
taking into cognizance that we 
have a National Orientation 
Agency?

 The issue is each of us, in our 
small cubicle, must decide as an 
individual that we will not be 
part of the current system. That 
is why when my good friend Lai 
Mohammed says in the orienta-
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tion, ‘Change begins with me’, I 
support it. But it is more than a 
slogan; people have to be made 
to pay for their misdemean-
our. We must get to that point 
where, whether the person is 
from Akure or Abuja or wher-
ever he comes from, once it is 
firmly established beyond doubt 
that he or she has snookered Ni-
geria, everybody must condemn 
him or her. But what do we find 
in Nigeria today? If an Akure 
man commits a crime, the first 
thing you hear is, ‘Omon wa ni’ 
(‘He is our child’); ‘don’t touch 
him’. That we saw in the case 
of Diepreye Alamieyeseigha 
of Bayelsa when he snookered 
them, took their money and 
jumped bail in the UK. He came 
to Nigeria and everybody ap-
plauded him, including people 
who went to the same universi-
ty with me, telling me, ‘What is 
your problem? Is it not Bayelsa’s 
money he stole?’ Can you imag-
ine that! James Ibori is serving 
a jail term in the UK and people 
are putting paid adverts for him 
and saying he is their ‘godfa-
ther’. Godfather for what! Until 
people begin to see sacred cows 
being punished adequately, 
there will be no change. Change 
is not only by slogan. Until you 
punish wrongdoers, there will 
be no change in the hearts of 
men. Nigerians are not more 
criminal than Europeans and 
Americans. But what is the dif-
ference? The difference is that a 
European who wants to commit 
a crime will think three times if 
not 10 times before he goes to 
commit the crime; a Nigerian 
who wants to commit a crime 
doesn’t even think half time. 
Reason: he knows that there 
are 9 out of 10 chances that he 
would not be caught. When 
he is caught, there are 8 out of 
10 chances that he will not be 
convicted. But the Englishman 
who wants to commit crime will 
think several times because he 
knows that there are 8 out of 10 
chances he would be caught and 
punished. That is the difference. 
I travel overseas quite often. 
When you see Nigerians board-
ing a plane at Charles De Gaulle 
Airport, London Heathrow, JF 
Kennedy, etc, they line up and 
behave like human beings, as 
soon as they step onto the soil 
of Nigeria, what you see are 
chaos and disorderliness. The 
difference is that the environ-
ment they are coming from has 
enforcement of orderliness.

 
Let’s return to the oil in-

dustry. There are conflicting 
reports at the moment on the 
state of Nigerian refineries. 
Even the minister of state for 
petroleum appears not to know 
exactly. Do you have any idea 
what the situation is?

 If the man at the helm of the 
affairs cannot tell us about the 
true condition of the refiner-
ies, how do you expect me, an 
outsider, to know what is hap-
pening there?

 
I asked the question because 

as a stakeholder, you may be 
hearing things that I’m not 
hearing. Shouldn’t you be in-
terested in what is happening 
to the refineries?

 One of the fundamental 
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challenges we have in Nigeria is 
the Nigerian civil servants and 
workers. What Nigerian work-
ers should go on rampage for, 
they don’t! The reality is that if 
you ask those who are managing 
the refineries about the state of 
the refineries, they cannot tell 
you. Why? Because the bulk of 
the people are involved in the 
corruption. There is what we call 
‘CYA’ (cover your arse). When Mr 
T1 comes to know the state of the 
refineries at this time, they will 
cover their arse by telling one 
story; when Mr T2 comes the 
next time, they will tell another 
story. So, when you compare the 
reports of T1 and T2, they are 
different; there is no consistency. 
How can a government depart-
ment take money on behalf of 
government and not put it in 
government’s coffers? 

 
If the FG cannot tell Nigeri-

ans the true state of the nation’s 
refineries, isn’t that a mark of 
irresponsibility?

 We can point accusing fin-
gers at Kachikwu, but he has 
only been at the helms for less 
than two years, and we are 
talking about something that 
has been perpetuated for over 
20 years. You will need people 
outside of that system who un-
derstand the industry to come 
in there in critical mass, with 
men who have change-agent 
mentality to be able to unravel 
the problem. So taking Ibe Ka-
chikwu there alone and leaving 
the people who perpetuated the 
mess intact is like asking the 
camel to pass through the eye 
of a needle. Our major problem 
is civil servants conniving with 
those who milk Nigeria to bleed 
the country dry. Civil servants 
killed the Nigerian refineries.

 
What’s the way out?
 The way out of this will in-

volve pain. Don’t let us deceive 
ourselves; if as Nigerians we 
don’t want to endure pain, we 
will not get out of this. Let me 
explain myself. Right now, the 
revenue that comes from crude 
oil as our revenue source is low 
and there are issues to be tack-
led. Therefore, if we as a nation 
want to get out of this, we need 
to put the current refineries in 
top shape. There are aspects of 
government that will suffer; 
and then as a people, we must 
be ready to face that hardship. 
The other day I heard one of 
my neighbours saying we must 
allow importation of rice for the 
price of the commodity to come 
down. But the more we con-
tinue to allow rice to come in, 
the more difficult it will be for us 
to grow our own rice. I am just 
drawing that parallel between 
petroleum products and rice 
because rice is food that people 
eat and petroleum products are 
what people need to move from 
place to place. So, we must as a 
people know that we can’t eat 
our cake and have it. Nigerians 
are used to so many years of lies 
that when they meet a man who 
is saying the truth, that man 
becomes the evil man. That is 
the current reality in which 
we have found ourselves in 
Nigeria. If we are going to make 
the existing refineries work and 
build new ones that will be able 

to produce what we consume, 
there are other aspects of the 
economy that will suffer and we 
must be ready for that suffering.

 
What are these aspects of 

the economy that must suffer 
for Nigerian refineries to work 
optimally?

 You are a father and a hus-
band. If BusinessDay cuts your 
salary from N100 to N45 today, 
the things you had in mind to 
do last month with N100, will 
you still pursue the same things 
now? No! If you were eating 
three times a day before, now 
you will cut it to two times, 
which means you are now short 
of one meal. Is that not a type of 
suffering? What I am saying is 
that we want to develop trans-
portation, we want to develop 
other sectors, but the resources 
are limited. Therefore, as a na-
tion, we can say in the next two 
years, what we will face will be 
to develop agriculture so that 
our people can have something 
to eat and we will face our re-
fineries. Therefore, other things 
will change. Nigerian govern-
ment and people must face the 
things that are necessary, not 
the things that are nice to have.

 
In other words, are you say-

ing there is hope of clearing the 
age-long mess in the sector and 
rescuing the refineries?

 The hope is that there are 
Nigerians who have knowledge, 
both inside and outside the 
country. Bring them in, give 
them a free hand to do what is 
required, and I can tell you the 
refineries will bounce back. And 
then, we should give licences for 
new refineries for people who 
actually want to build refiner-
ies, not people who want to be 

port executives. That is the crux 
of the matter. The first refinery 
in Nigeria was built by Shell-PB. 
I feel ashamed and embarrassed 
that Nigeria cannot boast of 
working refineries today.

 
The multinational oil com-

panies no longer seem inter-
ested in refineries business in 
Nigeria. Why is this so?

 What happened was that 
in the name of nationalism, be-
cause of the problem the British 
government had at that time, 
we nationalised the BP equity in 
Shell-PB, and then nationalised 
the refineries. Then it came into 
the hands of Nigerian workers 
who are not properly monitored. 
When Shell-BP was running the 
refineries, there was no problem. 
Where is Nigerian Airways to-
day? Who killed it? Nigerian civil 
servants and workers did. They 
would put their children on flight 
aboard the airways to London 
and would not pay under the 
guise that it is part of their perks 
of office? But when you place a 
political appointee who is going 
to spend a maximum of eight 
years in office on life pension and 
you say a civil servant can only 
qualify for pension entitlements 
after spending a minimum of 15-
30 years in service, why would 
there not be corruption in the 
civil service? These are the things 
Nigerian workers should fight for. 
It is injustice.

 
Not long ago the FG hiked 

the price of petrol, but many 
Nigerians are still not sure 
whether it was subsidy re-
moval or price increment, and 
now there is a rumour that 
further increment may be on 
the way. Could you shed some 
light on this?

 What happened was a mod-
ulated deregulation. But the 
issue of whether government 
deregulates or not is not the 
debate for me; what the gov-
ernment has done is that to 
say if you want to bring your 
petroleum, bring it. But based 
on the market forces at that 
time, they came to a reasonable 
understanding that you should 
not sell it above N145. That 
is a modulated deregulation. 
Government has responsibility 
to the citizenry to moderate 
the price. But since part of the 
mechanism is the market forces, 
are we going to say we will not 
allow the market forces to act? 
For me, that is the debate.

 
The Petroleum Industry Bill 

(PIB) has been in the National 
Assembly since time immemo-
rial, and even the 8th NASS is not 
saying anything about it. What 
do you think is the problem?

 Ask the Senate president 
and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. That’s what 
I’m talking about; that’s what 
Nigerian workers should go on 
rampage for. How can a bill be in 
the National Assembly and this is 
the third or fourth president and 
yet, the bill has not been passed? 
Your guess is as good as mine.

 
If you were president of 

Nigeria, what would you do 
differently in managing the 
country’s oil sector?

 I will put square pegs in 
square holes, and there are many 
of them all over the world who 
are Nigerians, men of kindred 
spirit, men who believe that 
corruption must be wiped out. 
If we don’t bring such men and 
women here, whatever we are 
doing is an exercise in futility.
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‘An MC is not a comedian’ – Otefe-Edebi

How would you describe 
the compere/master of cer-
emony job, is it in the acting 
category, a trade or profession

I
n my opinion, being a full 
time compere can be re-
ferred to as a profession 
on its own.Its serious busi-
ness and very lucrative if 

you have the right machinery 
in terms of skills, publicity and 
patronage.

Would you prescribe a spe-
cial school to raise professional 
talents for the job?

Well it could be part of a 
whole curriculum like arts, en-
tertainment, communication, 
show business or any other 
field that leverages strongly 
on public speaking. A special 
school just for being a compere 
might be extreme. The major 
challenges and bulk of personal 
development exercises though 
for someone interested in this 
field would be things like build-
ing confidence, conquering 
stage fright, diction& grammar 
improvement.

Presently, what is the esti-
mated worth/value of the in-
dustry

Let me paint a picture that 
will attempt to answer this 
question. In Lagos alone I was 
reliably informed that follow-
ing an event venue audit, there 
are at least 600 event venues 
active every Saturday for wed-
dings and other activities. Let’s 
assume half of those events 
are wedding receptions  which 
must have an MC and these 
MCs range  from celebrity MCs 
to the smooth talking rela-
tive, with a very conservative 
average fee  per MC pegged at 
N50,000, that brings the worth 
of the industry to about Fifteen 
Million Naira for just one Sat-

urday for weddings in Lagos 
state alone , not to mention all 
theother types of events in the 
other 300 venues plus other 
days of the week. The industry 
is huge and there is so much 
room because unlike catering 
or event planning an MC/Com-
pere can only be in one place at 
a time. 

The Compere business in 
Nigeria appears to be all com-
ers affair, what do you think 
and how would you like it to 
be structured

The entry barrier is very 
low. Once a person believes he/
she can speak well and are not 
afraid of the crowd, possibly 
they believe they have humor 
as well, then they make them-
selves available for any willing 
client. 

It requires little or no capi-
tal if you have a nice outfit or 
a friend to lend you your outfit 
and another friend to drop you 
at the venue.In some cases, you  
are lucky, and you are paid  ei-
ther part or all of your money 
before the event so you can buy 
what you need if you want and 
get yourself there but at the 
end of the day, some of these 
enthusiasts have wrecked a lot 
of events. Some clients are even 
forced to take on celebrities like 
actors or musicians as MCs for 
their events just because they 
are great on TV but will they 
be great with engaging your 
crowd? Its not bad to identify 
potential and want to harness 
it but I believe so much in train-
ing and it would be great if we 
had talent managers who cli-
ents can rely on to give them 
trained MCs for various events 
from formal to  social. Personal-
ly I dream of growing bigger to 
be known globally as a quintes-
sential  and dynamic  brand as 

to 2010, I also did some advo-
cacy work in my own little 
way using articles, my old blog 
and opportunities to speak at 
events to highlight the differ-
ences between a comedian and 
an MC/Compere. That doesn’t 
mean an MC shouldn’t  bring 
humor to the table, except in 
cases where the clients specifi-
cally advice against any jokes 
and give strict instructions for 
a strict, formal interaction all 
through. This brings me to the 
next challenge, some clients 
and some MCs underestimate 
the importance of planning 
an event before D-Day. My 
best events are those where 
a proper planning meeting 
or rehearsal occurred be-
fore D-Day. It doesn’t mean 
somethings might not change 
but it always comes out bet-
ter because expectations are 
aligned. 

The other challenge is the 
perception of star power. 
Clients will rate and pay an 
in-experienced radio or TV 
personality higher than you 
forgetting that  live crowd 
engagement is different so I 
have since started playing in 
the media space with a couple 
of my own radio shows  on 
various radio platforms and 
I have some TV gigs in the 
making; both film, series and 
talkshows . I also featured in 
the Audrey Silver hit movie 
‘Surulere’ which was sold out 
in cinemas. The beauty of 
God’s grace is that I happen to 
do TV and radio fabulously so 
I can only fully overcome this 
challenge in a matter of time.

What stands you out in 
the industry

Beyond being female, 
classy, beautiful, confident, ar-
ticulate, funny, decent, warm 
and respectful, I also have a 
strong corporate and marketing 
communications background 
in both Banking and Telecom-
munications in Nigeria. I did al-
most 2 years in Banking and 12 
years in Telecommunications 
so you find that I understand 
business protocol, language 
and the brand or business com-
munication objectives at formal 
and corporate events. I also 
have strong Christian and fam-
ily values which have qualified 
me to be the compere of sev-
eral high impact social religious 
events. 

far as compering events goes. 
Then as I grow I am training 
and raising others under my 
communication company so 
people with different budgets 
can access excellent comperes 
for their various events.They 
look at my quality as a standard 
guarantee that anyone from 
under Voicewox(my company) 
must be a great MC

Some master of ceremonies 
run down Nigeria at inter-
national events, what do you 
think and how can this busi-
ness be used to promote Nige-
ria’s image?

I am a very firm believer and 
advocate of the mantra that 
every single person in the com-
munication business has a role 
to play in nation building..from 
movie makers to musicians and 
yes MCs. What we say and how 
we say what we say speaks vol-
umes to the listeners. We are 
automatic leaders of thoughts 
and influencers of ideas. You 
can leave an event and days 
after still be laughing or upset 
when you recall what the MC 
said, so yes I agree we are pow-
erful. Personally I try to chip in 

some positive thoughts when I 
am on stage. e.g. at weddings I 
proudly let them know I am a 
successful product of intertrib-
al marriage, at another event 
one time, I used humorous ex-
amples to advocate for keeping 
Nigeria clean. Such roles can 
shape our society for the better 
if we actively think about it.

 
What challenges does the 

industry face and how can 
they be solved

There used to be this chal-
lenge of competing with come-
dians for space and even when 
you get the job, the crowd ex-
pects you to behave like a co-
median. Meanwhile we are not 
the same. An MC is not a come-
dian. An MC might be funny, 
some comedians might be good 
MCs but ultimately our func-
tions at events are not the same. 
However I see that challenge as 
no longer existent for me be-
cause I think I have outgrown 
that crowd that doesn’t un-
derstand the difference. These 
days, I am specifically sought 
out by people who are clear on 
the difference. Between 2008 Chigozirim Otefe-Edebi and Ogbonnaya Onu, Minister of Science and Technology

Chigozirim Otefe-Edebi 



I 
know everyone has a broken 
heart once in a while but 
mine is different. Nothing 
hurts more than being disap-
pointed by the single person 

you thought would never hurt 
you. The one I thought would fight 
for me and love me more than I’d 
ever known, was the one that hurt 
me deeply.

My name is Rekiya Yakubu; 
I am the third child and the sec-
ond daughter in a family of six 
children. My parents were both 
devote Muslims and they brought 
us up in the way of the Almighty 
Allah. We were taught to hold on 
to the Holy Quran and never devi-
ate from all the principles.

I grew up in a middle class 
home and had wonderful child-
hood memories. My primary and 
secondary school education were 
smooth. I did not attend the best of 
schools but I was taught well by 
teachers who knew their onions 
and at the age of 12, I knew exactly 
what I wanted to do with my life.

I wanted to be a businesswom-
an just like my mother’s younger 
sister, Aunty Hadiza. She was a 
successful one and she made so 
much money with little hassles 
unlike my parents who worked 
night and day but had little to 
show for it.

Aunty Hadiza never visited 
empty-handed, she always came 
with lots of goodies and I got 
to know the true definition of 
wealth when I spent one of my 
holidays with her family. To say 
she was rich would be an under-
statement because she was and is 
still swimming in a pool of money.

When the time came to fill 
my JAMB form, I did not think 
twice before opting for Business 
Administration for both first and 
second choice. In doing so, I was 
simply stating emphatically that 
it was either that course or noth-
ing else. After two attempts, I was 
offered admission to study my 
choice course.

Immediately I stepped my feet 
into the university premises, I 
started saving a certain percent-
age from my monthly allowance 
including the money I got from 
relatives, for my business. I used 
the money to start a small busi-
ness selling hair essentials.

Tiny drops of water they say 
make a mighty ocean and before 
long, I made enough to delve into 
the business of selling jewelries. I 
would buy from those who trav-
elled to Dubai or Kano and resale 
but with time and more money, I 
began making the trips to Kano 
myself.

My pain began a little over 
two years ago. I was almost run-
ning out of jewelries and needed 
to restock. So, I knew it was time 
to make another trip. Saturdays 
were the perfect days to travel 
because of my academic work. I 
always left early so I could catch 

the first bus and be back in school 
the following day.

I still remembered that day 
perfectly well as if it was just 
yesterday. I had arrived at the 
bus park early and had to spend 
the next twenty minutes praying 
that the bus filled up in no distant 
time. I was heading to Sabon Gari 
market in Kano and had to get 
there before the close of market 
that day.

Forty-minutes later, the bus 
was filled with passengers. I 
looked at my wristwatch; it was 
7.15am which meant that I would 
get to the market around 3pm. Not 
bad too, I thought to myself as our 
bus left the park.

The journey turned out to be 
longer than I had calculated. Two 
things worked against us, the road 
was terribly bad and the driver 
made a lot of stopovers. We learnt 
that the meal in the restaurants 
they usually stopped was for 
drivers and for all indications, he 
wanted to have a taste of a meal 
in all the restaurants and this 
angered the passengers.

“Come… driver, wetin dey 
worry you?” began an aggrieved 
passenger, “e be like say you don 
begin craze abi? If you stop this 
bus again, I go show you my true 
colour…”

Another angry passenger in-
terjected, “How many times you 
wan make we chop? Na because 
you no dey pay for your food, na 
God go punish you, idiot!”

The driver kept quiet appar-
ently enjoying the entire drama as 
the passengers took turns to vent 
their anger on him. The young 
man seated beside me who had 
been quiet all this while said in 
a low voice, “That’s the way they 
all behave. I travel almost every 
week so I’m used to them. Let’s 
hope we get to Kano before 6pm 
today.”

Did this man just say 6pm? 
Omg! Staying an extra day would 
mean extra expenses and having 
to miss lectures, I thought aloud. 
Turning to the young man who 
was playing with his phone I said, 
“Please, are you familiar with Sa-
bon Gari Market?”

“Sure, I am. I know that market 
like the back of my hand. What is 
it you are looking for in that mar-
ket?” the young man asked.

“Jewelries… Do you think I buy 
some today?’’ I said.

He nodded and he did not hide 
his feelings, “Oh! That’s a nice 
business. It’s a money spinner. Of 
course, you can still make it to the 
market. How long have you been 
in the business?”

“About three years now…,” I 
replied.

We spent the next three hours 
chatting and laughing. His name is 
Raymond and I so much enjoyed 
his company that I was sad when 
we eventually arrived in Kano.  
I could see he wanted to see me 
again as much as I wanted so we 
exchanged contacts and bade each 

other goodbye.
I got to the market right on time 

to get all I needed before the close 
of market that day and it was all 
thanks to Raymond who had paid 
a taxi to help me beat the time.

The following day, I journeyed 
back to school. Raymond called 
me to know if I arrived safely. 
After that day he called me every 
second to know how I was doing. 
Okay, it was not exactly every 
second but he did call many times 
in a day and ladies love that so 
much! He wanted to know if I had 
eaten; what I ate and if I prepared 
it myself. We also talked exten-
sively about family, religion and 
business.

Ray as I called him is a Chris-
tian but saw nothing wrong in 
dating or even marrying someone 
from a different tribe or religion. 
To him, love was all that matters 
but not in my family. My parents 
could condone a different tribe 
but a different religion is a no no! 
So, when Ray asked me out on a 
date, I turned him down. Why 
start something that you cannot 
finish? It was pointless but Ray 
wasn’t the type that gave up easily 
so he pressed on.

Ray had lavished so much gift 
and affection on me even when I 
told him that ours was an impos-
sible venture. He agreed we could 
be friends but I knew just like Ol-
ive twist, he wanted more. He al-
ways said, “All things are possible” 
and he was right because I agreed 

‘He aimed at my money, 
preyed on me and vanished’

to date him when he persisted.
Ray showed me how much 

he really cared on my birthday. 
He threw a birthday bash for me 
that became the talk of the school. 
While the guests were enjoying 
their sumptuous meal, he got 
down on his knee and proposed! 
When I looked into his eyes, I saw 
that we-could-make-it look and I 
gave him my hand. He inserted 
the ring and everyone clapped.

The next hurdle to cross was 
my parents. How do I preach this 
message of love to them? I knew 
convincing them to accept Ray 
was going to be pretty difficult 
but with constant positive words 
from Ray, I was willing to give it 
a shot. Whatever side the pendu-
lum swings, I was not going to give 
up on the only man I’ve ever loved.

I was 27 years, had some mil-
lions in my name and I have a 
man that loves me to bits, what 
more could I ask for? One more 
year and I’ll be done with school 
and Ray says I could stick to my 
religion if I so wish and that was 
perfect by me.

As expected, my parents ex-
pressed so much disappoint-
ment and threatened to disown 
me if I committed the ‘taboo’ by 
marrying a Christian. I pleaded 
with them, telling them I would 
still stick to the religion but they 
refused to shift grounds so I let 
them be. With time, I hoped they 
would forgive me for my actions 
and accept Ray as their son. Ray’s 
parents shook their heads when 
he told them about me but Ray 
suggested they would change 
their mind once a baby was in-
volved. So, we spent more time 
together trying to make a baby.

When I took in, we began 
making fresh plans to visit our 
families again with the good 
news. After I took in, Ray had bor-
rowed so much money from me 
promising to repay in two weeks. 
I obliged because as long as I was 
concerned, he was my spouse but 
how wrong I was!

I realised that anytime I re-
minded Ray about our sched-
uled trip to go see his parents, he 
always had an excuse why we 
should postpone it. He kept bor-
rowing money from me until I had 
nothing left on me. At that point, 
he disappeared into the thin air 
with all my money leaving me 
with a five months old pregnancy. 
I tried contacting him many times 
but he never picked my calls. His 
friend later got in touch, probably 
on his behalf and advised me to 
move on. Move on? To where? 
Where do I go from here?

I was preparing for my final 
examination that period and it 
was really tough coping without 
Ray. It hurts the worst when the 
person that made you feel so spe-
cial yesterday, makes you feel so 
unwanted today. I’ve learnt the 
hard way not to trust too much 
because that too much is hurting 
me so much.
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ZEBULON AGOMUO

A cleric’s message to Nigerian 
Christians in time of recession

A
midst extreme want and 
hunger in the land, Nige-
rian Christians have been 
advised to wholly rely on 
God for divine guidance 

and never to take hasty decisions that 
could prove disastrous.

Leonard Umunna, general over-
seer, Bible Life Church, Olodi-Apapa, 
Lagos, gave the advice in a statement 
titled, ‘Message to Nigerian Christians’ 
made available to journalists, a copy of 
which was obtained by BDSUNDAY.

Umunna, who made an allusion to 
the story of Elimelech, who moved 
with his family from Bethlehem (of Is-
rael) to Moab on account of severe fam-
ine in Israel, noted that the man died in 
Moab with his two sons, Mahlon and 
Chilion, and was also buried there; 
hence could not have the opportunity 
to return to Israel when God visited 
His people once again.

The cleric gave the assurance that 
the tough times would never last, add-
ing that only tough people would.

“Never mind the present hard 
times, you will fulfill your destiny,” the 
cleric began, explaining that “David 
was anointed by Prophet Samuel and 
after the anointment challenges came 
through King Saul, the reigning king. 
He continued to seek to destroy David 
to ensure that the purpose for which 
God anointed him would not be ac-
complished, but God raised a standard 
against him. At last, David fulfilled the 
Almighty plan and destiny.

“At a point enemies came and car-
ried away all his households, it affect-
ed his property and even his soldiers 
and all that were with him in Ziklag. In 
the midst of all these, God assured him 
that he would outlive hard times. So, 
today, I tell that if you believe in God, 
hard times don’t last but tough people 
do. As David, fulfilled destiny, you will 
also fulfill destiny.”

Umunna, who explained that eco-
nomic recession did not start today in 
Nigeria, but had been part and parcel 
of the country, emphasised that the 
nation had lost it in all fronts and that 
Nigeria’s problems could be traced 

The Worshippers

way back shortly after the civil war.
“Nigeria has been in bad economy 

for a very long time.  What is differ-
ent now is that our leaders, those we 
relied on have just announced it, so it 
looks as if it is a new thing, no; poverty 
and hard times have been parts of our 
everyday life in Nigeria. Nigeria got in-
dependence in 1960, and the oil boom 
was in 1970s, and Nigerians enjoyed 
the oil boom only a few years, but since 
the end of the civil war, things started 
going left and right. I can say that Ni-
geria has been in recession for a very 
long time before now,” he said.

“I have told the press severally that 
Nigeria, like an airplane, crash-landed 
as soon as it was preparing to take off.  
Since then, it has not been able to fly 
again despite all efforts to get it off the 
ground. Since then it has been from 
bad to worse. Successive governments 
have always been worse than those 
before them. Things have continued to 
degenerate; nothing appreciates.  

“When Olusegun Obasanjo came 

out from the prison like Joseph, to be-
come president, Nigerians thought 
he would perform like the late South 
African president, Nelson Mandela, 
but it was a pipe dream. When the 
late Umaru Yar’Adua came, hope was 
high; when Goodluck Jonathan came 
on board, people shouted very enthu-
siastically, hoping that they were in for 
a nice time, but it was not so. “When 
Muhammadu Buhari came, journal-
ists were asking me what I thought 
would be his style and what God had 
told me about him, I told them, sorry I 
have not seen him in my spiritual mir-
ror as a messiah. I told them that rather 
than rely on Buhari, Nigeria should do 
the right thing to attract divine favour 
and mercy of God. Today, we are seeing 
it; things are not what the people had 
expected.  Economy may deteriorate, 
but God always makes a way.  He has 
always put forward a Joseph that will 
ensure God’s children do not go home 
hungry. The only thing you must do is 
that you must believe and trust God. 
Economic problem is not new in Nige-
ria; the only thing is that it is worsen-
ing,” the cleric further explained.

Urging Christians not to despair, 
the Bishop said: “God is saying that 
He is making a way where there is 
no way. It is a new day. Every empty 
pocket is due to empty head; empty 
head is due to no vision (no thinking, 
no repositioning and no positive move 
to go to the next level). Those who do 
not see a future in what is happening 
today may not be able to overcome 
it. God said, in famine you will laugh, 
and that he will make a way for you. 
How does he do that and how would 
it be possible, through repositioning, 
re-visioning, re-preparing, rethinking 
and re-opening up.

“Let me cite an example, God 
made Abraham to go where he never 
thought he would go. It’s a reposition-
ing. God directed him to do certain 
things to add value to his life. Mind you, 
it is not that you don’t have anything 
that is responsible for your not making 
progress, but because you don’t know 
that the little you have can make you 
to have full pocket. So, you continue to 

say, ‘Oh I don’t have anything’, where-
as you have what can make you have 
excess. God had told Abraham that the 
whole world was under him, and that 
he was having a certificate of occu-
pancy of the whole world so to speak. 
God can use that small thing you have 
to elevate you. God works in mysteri-
ous ways, sometimes he allows people 
to go into slavery so that they will 
know what it is to help a slave out; he 
allows people to go into severe hunger 
and want so that they will know what 
people feel in that situation. He can al-
low a believer to experience all kinds 
of adverse situation, but in all, it is to 
better the condition of His people, so 
that they can say ‘all things work to-
gether for good for them that love God.’ 
So, what you are passing through now 
may not be for you but for the benefit 
of others.”

According to him, “It is unfortunate 
that hunger is so severe in Nigeria to-
day that a man gave his two children in 
exchange for one bag of rice. It was in 
the news a few days ago. These things 
happened during the Nigeria-Biafra 
war. History is repeating itself. Again, 
a man who sold local gin (‘ogogoro’) 
found things so difficult that he left a 
suicide note and hanged himself. But 
he has worsened his predicament be-
cause he is going to suffer more after 
his death. But I encourage you today 
never to give up as a result of bad econ-
omy. You will fulfill your destiny.

“I want to warn that no one should 
look for deliverance from any man. 
In times like these, the best and wis-
est thing to do is to look up to the Al-
mighty God, that is where the help 
comes from.”

Umunna further explained that 
“Bad economy simply means, Change 
the way you spend; change the way 
you receive. This could be a training 
time. Don’t give up. You will fulfill 
your destiny. Nigerian believers must 
remember Ghana; there was a time, 
they were telling them Ghana must 
go, but I said at that time No, whatever 
you sow, you will reap; today, Ghana is 
telling you ‘Nigeria must go’. But it shall 
be well with Nigeria.”
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T
he heavens seem to be let 
loosed on September 14, 
2016 in Ijebu Ode, Ogun 
State. The rain, which 
started in the morning 

kept falling almost all day, but its 
persistence did not deter the very 
industrious Ijebu people from com-
ing to pay homage to the Awujale 
of Ijebuland; their paramount ruler.

This act of paying homage to the 
paramount ruler started over 100 
years ago and has always been 
known as Ojude Oba Festival.  The 
festival held annually on the third 
day after Eid al-Kabir is no longer a 
Muslim festival as many indigenes 
of the land both Christians, Muslims 
and traditionalists and even their 
friends from across the world attend 
the cultural parade.

This year’s edition held on the 
theme, ‘Our Culture, Our Pride’ and 
was not different. It rather had more 
colour, spectacular performance and 
huge attendance despite the rain as 
the people gathered at Oba S.K Ad-
etona Golden Jubilee Centre in Ijebu 
Ode to showered love, loyalty and 
gifts to Oba Sikiru Kayode Adetona; 
the Awujale of Ijebuland.

The four different stands at the 
state-of-the-arts Golden Jubilee 
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Centre were full to the brim with 
people decked in beautiful cultural 
attires and ready for carnival.

But the organisation of the people 
into unique seating arrangements 
and groups further made the venue 
more colourful. Prominence was 
given to the Awujale’s stand which 
hosted dignitaries such as Nasir 
El-Rufai, governor of Kaduna State, 
Ibikunle Amosu, governor of Ogun 
State, Serieke Dickson, governor of 
Bayelsa State, notable royal fathers 
from across the country and a few 
captains of industries among others.

But two other stands paraded 
the different age groups, called ‘reg-
beregbes’, their friends and other 
guests.  But their colourful costumes 
speak volume of elegance.

As expected, the festival started 
with the recitation of the national 
anthem and was followed shortly 
with the introduction of the digni-
taries and reading of the citation of 
Serieke Dickson, governor of Bayelsa 
State, special guest of honour and 
also son of the soil with a root in 
Ijebuland.

The age groups filed out after-
wards in colourfull parade and 
procession to the Awujale’s stand. 
On getting there, delegates of the age 
group climbed a few steps further 
on the podium to greet the Awujale, 

OBINNA EMELIKE offered him presents and afterwards 
opened their hands and hearts to 
receive his prayers and blessings. On 
getting back to the group, they com-
municated with them and march 
back to their stands as another group 
took over the homage paying scene.

The strength and loyalty exhibited 
by very old people who joined their 
age groups to salute the paramount 
ruler, despite the rain were part of 
the many intrigues of the festival.

 
But the beauty of the procession 

by the age groups was the very slow 
pace meant to show off their el-
egance, grace among others. As well, 
the slow journey to Awujale’s stand 
to pay homage to the paramount 
ruler was smoother with the very 
accompanying afro beats music by 
Musiliu Ishiola, an afro beat musi-
cian who took over from Haruna 
Ishiola; his late father.

From the groups’ parade, corporate 
sponsors matched in to salute the 
king as well. Globacom, First City 
Monument Bank, Nigeria Brewer-
ies were all there to congratulate 
the ruler and hopeful of his prayers 
for better business this year and 
beyond, especially as the economic 
crunch bits harder.

The specially thing about the 
sponsorship is that Globacom and 

First City Monument Bank are 
owned by two prominent Ijebu sons.  
Michael Balogun, chairman, First 
City Monument Bank, who holds 
a title as the head of the princes in 
Ijebuland noted that Ojude Oba is 
embraced by all Ijebu people despite 
the religion or social background 
because of its unifying factor, cul-
tural and heritage promotion and 
even economic gains it brings to 
the land and the people during each 
celebration.

Beyond these activities, one spec-
tacular highlight of the festival was 
the horse parade by the Baloguns 
or warrior families to pay homage 
to the Awujale. The guests and 
even the paramount ruler were all 
thrilled by the enthralling perfor-
mances, war chanting and displays.

However, the festival did not end 
after the Awujale’s official remarks 
or general blessings. The end of 
the activities at the Golden Jubilee 
Centre ushered in township-wide 
merriment as the different groups 
went to their designated spots across 
the town and villages to further 
entertain themselves and hoping for 
another successful outing next year. 
Of course, food vendors, hawkers, 
restaurants and bars, taxi drivers, 
souvenir and craft shops are count-
ing their gains.

True Colours 
Exhibition 
discovers young 
artists

A
ll roads led to Laureates 
College on September 3, 
2016 for the second edition 
of the summer workshop 

and exhibition organized by Fobhe, 
an art development company to 
ease the stress children have accu-
mulated over the academic session 
and help them prepare for the next 
academic session.

Despite the rains, a lot of art enthu-
siasts strolled in their numbers to see 
the artworks displayed by children 
who were between the ages of 11 
and 16 after four long Saturdays of 
intensive practice.

The works showed a lot of creativ-
ity, skill and a lot of imaginations. 
There were several paintings but 
Harry Nwulu’s work, an SS2 student 
of Fountain Secondary school, Fes-
tac in Lagos, stood out.

Harry’s work showed a hand that 
had a tongue and teeth that was 
ready to bite. This artwork brought 
all guests to a standstill as they took 
turns to interpret the work. “I think 
it is an abusive or offensive gesture 
to someone who must have annoyed 
you,” said one art enthusiast.

“This hand shows deep anger. It 
simply means the person shaking 
you can have a snake in his hand. 
Look at the teeth and the tongue”, 
argued Sola Sanya, one of the art 

lovers.
But the artist had an entirely 

different interpretation to the mas-
terpiece.

“I call it friendship or brotherhood 
because as you shake someone your 
hands are locked, that means friend-
ship. People think its negative but to 
me it is positive,” said Harry Nwulu.

According to the instructor, An-
drew Emueze, summer holidays 
should be a time for creative work 
and not a time to task the brain with 
more academic work. “Children 
need to rest their brains during 
summer. This summer workshop 
really makes them to play, work and 
also be creative. The children are 
not under tension because no one 
is scoring them. So, it lightens the 
load they have acquired from 1st to 
3rd term. It helps the brain because 
when you create, you are not under 
tension,” Emueze said.

The parents could not hide their 
excitements as they watched with 
admiration what their children had 
done with their summer holiday.

Anthony Elugbe, one of the par-
ents is glad his son has shown such 
promise. “Naturally, he likes draw-
ing but I am surprised and really 
impressed with his work. I love art 
too because it gives me a sense of 
dressing,” said Elugbe.
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N
ickelodeon; foremost kids and fam-
ily channel on DStv channel 305, 
recently announced the rollout of its 
Surprise Birthday competition for 
children in Nigeria in partnership 

with Domino’s Pizza and ColdStone Creamery. 
On offer is an opportunity for four children be-
tween the ages of 2-12 to win a surprise birthday 
party celebration every month.

Alex Okosi, Senior Vice President and Man-
aging Director, Viacom International Media 
Networks (VIMN) Africa, commented, “We are 
very excited to be rewarding Nigerian children 
with this fun birthday activation in partnership 
with Domino’s Pizza and Cold Stone Creamery. 
Nigeria is one of our largest markets for Nickel-
odeon and this is our own way of giving back to 
Nickelodeon fans for their loyalty to the channel. 
Every surprise birthday party will definitely be 
an unforgettable experience for Nigerian families 
and we can’t wait to kick off!”

According to Caroline Odukoya-Ijogun, 
marketing director, Eat N’Go Africa, “Our brands; 
Domino’s Pizza and Cold Stone Creamery, are 
happy to associate with Nickelodeon to celebrate 
this special day of every child. It is the brand’s 
belief that this will bring happiness and fulfill-
ment to the families and also endear them to 
the brand.”

Nickelodeon’s surprise birthday parties, 
which will take place at selected Domino’s Pizza 
and Cold Stone outlets in Nigeria, will feature fun 
activities to excite and entertain the children, 
including; inflatable, face-painting, balloon art-
ists, as well as a meet-and-greet with favourite 
Nickelodeon characters.

All you have to do to participate in the 
monthly competition is to simply fill the on-site 
registration form on behalf of your child or ward, 
and he or she could be selected alongside friends 
and family to join in the surprise party. Special 
gifts from Nickelodeon and Domino’s and Cold 
Stone will also be presented to the winners.

MABEL DIMMA
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Hogan Lovells opens Bruce Onobrakpeya’s 
exhibition in Lagos

O
n September 15, 2016, The 
Nigerian creative industry, 
especially the visual art com-
munity was delighted when 
Hogan Lovells, a global law 

firm with growing interest in the African 
market, welcomed the public to the Bruce 
Onobrakpeya and the Harmattan Work-
shop Art Exhibition.

As well, the Lagos Court of Arbitration 
(LCA) was a proud host of the exhibition, 
which was the inaugural art exhibition at its 
world-class facility in Lekki Phase 1, Lagos.

The exhibition, curated by Sandra 
Mbanefo Obiago, foremost Nigerian art 
promoter, celebrates Professor Brcue Ono-
brakpeya, legendary art statesman and 
the Harmattan Workshop, his brain-child 
art development project.  It also show-
cases 32 important artworks highlighting 
Onobrapkeya’s  rich artistic career span-
ning  over 50 years, along with over 200 
paintings, sculptures, ceramics and mixed 
media works created by130 Nigerian and 
international artists who have attended  
Harmattan Workshops in Agbarah-Ottor, 
Delta State since 1998.

Due to the huge works on display, the 
Lagos Court of Arbitration generously do-
nated its spaces.  The Ground Floor features 
the Exhibition introduction tagged ‘The 
Road to Agbarah-Ottor Series’, the First 
Floor features Prof Bruce Onobrakpeya’s 
exhibition, the Second Floor showcases Our 
Culture, Our Wealth/ Sculpture Gallery and 
Video Screening Room, while the Third 
Floor houses Friendship  and Connectivity/ 
Experimentation & Self Discovery.

In his remarks at a media parley herald-

ing the opening of the exhibition, Andrew 
Skipper, partner and head of Africa, Hogan 
Lovells London, noted that the firm, which 
became a global leading law firm on May 
1, 2010, and with over 45 offices across the 
world is supporting the exhibition because 
of the immense quality and sheer creativ-
ity African artists, especially Onobrakpeya 
bring to the table.

Describing Africa as a diverse and ever 
evolving business market, Skipper said that 
the art market or rather the creative indus-
try presents huge business opportunities 
that need to be tapped into, and the global 
law firm is supporting the appreciation of 
the Nigeria creative industry starting with 
the arts and the exhibition.

Sandra Mbanefo Obiago, the exhibition 

curator, commended Hogan Lovells’ sup-
port for Nigeria arts saying that the sector 
presents a gamut of opportunities, which 
are getting more appreciated these days, 
especially with the good performance of 
Nigerian artworks at global auctions.

For Onobrakpeya, the exhibition is 
worth seeing because of the masterpieces 
on display. Of course, he is also an exhibition 
himself and is worth coming to see, shake 
hands, or take photographs with.

However, the exhibition which started 
on September 16, 2016 will run until De-
cember 16, 2016 and is open to the general 
public on every Friday from 10 am to 4 pm 
for the three months. 
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J
.P Clark’s famous play, 
‘Wives Revolt’ will be one of 
the major highlights at this 
year’s edition of the Music 

Society of Nigeria (MUSON) 
Festival, Kitoyi Ibare-Akinsan, 
the festival committee chairman, 
has announced.

Ibare-Akinsan announced 
this recently in Lagos noting that 
it is in line with the objectives of 

Fans to win 
surprise 
Nickelodeon party

Wives revolt at Muson Festival

the festival to use the Performing 
Arts to increase the number and 
extend the scope of interest of 
MUSON’s membership.

“We hope to create more pub-
lic awareness of MUSON’s objec-
tives and activities and promote 
the MUSON Centre as a veritable 
Centre for the Arts in Nigeria.  
These have remained the objec-
tives of the annual Festival to this 

day.  The scope of the Festival has, 
over the years, included Classi-
cal Music, Jazz, Drama, Poetry, 
Visual Arts Exhibition, Nigerian 
Youth Talent Competition and 
Concert, Nigerian Traditional 
Music and Dance and Choral 
Music and Opera. However, the 
scope and content of each year’s 
Festival has ebbed and flowed 
with the quantum of funds avail-

able for staging it.”
With the theme ‘Celebrat-

ing the 20th Anniversary’ this 
year’s festival kicks off with the 
traditional event, ‘My Kind of 
Music’ featuring Banke Ademola, 
Ifeoma Fafunwa, Benson Idonije 
and Yemisi Shyllon on October 
20, 2016. This will be followed 
by Chevron Festival Drama, 
‘The Wives Revolt’ by J. P. Clark 
but directed by Ben Tomoloju on 
October 22 with the Total Festival 
Opera, The Bartered Bride writ-
ten by Bedrich Smetana, to be 
performed on October 23.

The MUSON Day Concert 
and Cocktails, Musiquest/Youth 
Concert and Jazz Night come up 
on October 25, 26, 28 respectively.  
The Classical Concert featuring 
MUSON Orchestra conducted by 
Walter-Michael Vollhardt will 
feature on October 30.

In addition, Ibare-Akinsan 
said MUSON has continually 
continued search for new ways 
of ensuring the survival and 
continued growth of the Festival, 
therefore it has embarked on 
a policy of inviting outstand-
ing Nigerian stakeholders in 
the visual and performing arts 
to collaborate as partners by 

contributing their events to the 
Festival programme.

“The objectives are: to give 
deserving recognition to such 
stakeholders, broaden the Fes-
tival’s appeal and share the 
increasingly heavy burden of 
operating alone,” he explained.

And so, this year’s anniver-
sary festival will feature Vi-
sual Arts Exhibition by Treasure 
House Ltd from October 14 to 
30. There will be a performance 
of Declassical Music’s ‘’Fela … Ar-
rest the Music – A Musical’’ from 
the 14 to 16.

Likewise, SPAN’s ‘’Block 13 – 
Dance Concert’’ and Workshop 
will take place on October 21 
while ‘’Pincode (Stars on Earth)” 
Dance by Ice Nweke and Lagos 
International Poetry Festival’s 
‘’Poetry & Music Concert will 
come up on October 27 and 29 
respectively.

While speaking on how 
the festival began 20 years ago, 
Louis Mbanefo, vice chairman, 
MUSON, said the founders of 
MUSON never dreamt that their 
modest aspirations to create an 
avenue for the enjoyment of clas-
sical music would blossom into a 
highly successful organisation.

“I never dreamt that the ex-
periment of staging a festival in 
1997 (during my chairmanship 

of MUSON) would lead to 20 con-
secutive years of highly success-
ful Festivals!  Indeed, the annual 
festival has become the major 
item in the MUSON Calendar.

The idea of a full-scale festi-
val continued to germinate and 
blossomed into a plan to hold a 
one -week festival that would 
coincide not only with the third 
anniversary of the MUSON 
Centre, but also with the 80th 
birthday of Ayo Rosiji, our first 
chairman and now Patron.  Both 
events fall on the February 24, 
1997. Ever since, the festival 
has grown”, he said. In spite of 
its achievement in the last 20 
years, funding has impeded the 
growth of the MUSON festival. 
“The greatest challenge we have 
faced over the years, in continu-
ing the tradition of staging the 
Festival annually and ensuring 
that the scope of each Festival is 
as broad as possible, is that of find-
ing and retaining sponsors for the 
planned events. The challenge 
has grown in recent years, lead-
ing to a reduction of the scope of 
the Festival over time.  However, 
we have been resolute in our 
resolve that the Festival must go 
on and must continue to meet 
the highest standard of artistic 
excellence,” said Ibare-Akinsan.
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S
mall and Me-
dium Scale En-
terprises (SMEs) 
– or preferably 
Micro, Small and 

Medium Scale Enterpris-
es (MSMEs – have long 
been globally recognised 
and acknowledged as the 
engine of growth in any 
economy. They are said 
to contribute about 40 
percent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) in Asian 
countries, and 50 percent 
in the United States of 
America or Europe.

Nigeria is not lacking 
in these enterprises. In 
fact, studies by the In-
ternational Finance Cor-
poration (IFC) show that 
approx. 96 percent of 
Nigerian businesses are 
SMEs compared to 53 per-
cent in the US and 65 per-
cent in Europe. SMEs rep-
resent about 90 percent 
of the manufacturing/in-
dustrial sector in Nigeria 
in terms of number of en-
terprises and contribute 
about 47 percent of GDP.

However, the failure 
rate of these small busi-
nesses in Nigeria is also 
very high. Many of them 
remain perpetually at the 
take-off stage, some die at 
infancy, while yet others 
that manage to grow fail 
to survive beyond the 
first generation; that is, 
they die off as soon as the 
visioner or founder is no 
more.

But why do small busi-
nesses in Nigeria fail? 
Why do they so often 
suffer financial stran-
gulation or asphyxia-
tion resulting in sudden 
deaths? Is it out of wrong 
decisions by the entre-
preneurs themselves? 
And what can these small 
businesses do to stay 
afloat and enjoy financial 
freedom? Nuggets for Fi-
nancial Freedom by U. I. 
Ijioma provides answers 
to some of these ques-
tions, and much more.

Presented in nuggets 
rather than in chapters, 
each nugget dealing with 
a specific aspect of what 
small businesses need 

to do to not only stay 
healthy financially but 
also enjoy longevity, the 
113-page book can best 
be described as an indis-
pensable handbook for 
small businesses. Ijioma 
has, through the book, 
made an invaluable con-
tribution to the business 
and economic develop-
ment of Nigeria.

The book is divided 
into two parts contain-
ing a total of 25 nug-
gets. Part I presents the 
author’s thoughts and 
ideas in such nuggets as 
“Where to Start”, “Give 
Life to Your Vision”, “Plan 
Your Organisation”, “How 
Much Do You Require”, 
“Managing Credit Sales”, 
“Get the Right Manag-
ers”, “Do Not Neglect Re-
cord Keeping”, “You Need 
Insurance”, “Count the 
Cost before You Borrow”, 
“Advertise Your Product 
or Service”, “Keep an Eye 
on the Store”, “Take the 
Benefit of Joint Efforts”, 
“Expand Cautiously”, 
“Make a Habit of Saving”, 
“Be Socially Responsible”, 
and so on. Though these 
subtitles may be self-
explanatory, the author 
goes on to explain each, 
boldly calling a spade by 
its name.

In order for a busi-
ness to achieve corporate 
success, he says, there is 
an absolute need for a 
clear vision, diligent and 
prudent management of 
financial resources, busi-
ness plans, among others 
since “without a road-
map, the company may 
not define its direction 
and may end up at unin-
tended destination” (p.10).

The author further 
advocates proper regis-
tration of the business so 
that the business can be 
properly separated from 
its owner, “stand on its 
own, acquire property in 
its name, have the capaci-
ty to sue and be sued, and 
above all, have perpetu-
ity of life” (p.6). Businesses 
operating with unregis-
tered names, he says, end 
up shortchanging them-

selves in the long run.
In underscoring the 

importance of finance 
in business, the author 
states clearly that all the 
activities of the various 
components of the busi-
ness is summarised in the 
financials. “The equip-
ment is procured with 
money, the production is 
denominated in financial 
costs, and workers are 
paid with money, and so 
on. So, finance is the life-
blood of every organisa-
tion. That is why every 
care should be taken to 
plan its flow, and control 
it so that the outflow is 
not more than the inflow” 
(p.11).

In other words, ev-
ery business desiring fi-
nancial prosperity and 
freedom must carefully 
plan and execute its in-
come and expenditure in 
a manner that there will 
always be adequate funds 
to run its operational and 
capital expenditure. To 
this end also, while credit 
sales may be desirable, 
the author advises start-
ups to be careful with it 
so as not to run their busi-
nesses aground.

Author:  U. I. Ijioma
Imprint:  Lagos, El-Sapphire Ltd., 2016
Pagination:  113
Reviewer:  Chuks Oluigbo

The book also high-
lights the need for busi-
nesses to carefully docu-
ment every transaction, 
agreement, contract, etc 
as well as keep safe other 
documents pertaining 
to business registration, 
such as Certificate of In-
corporation, receipts and 
documents for property, 
financial records, agree-
ments, tax documents, 
contract of employment, 
accounting books and 
records, etc, making it 
abundantly clear that in 
the world of business, 
anything that is not writ-
ten down is not said.

Business is about 
risks, and business risks 
can only be mitigated 
through insurance. As 
such, the author does not 
mince words when he 
writes that every busi-
ness needs insurance, an 
aspect that many busi-
nesses in Nigeria neglect 
to their detriment. 

This is how he sums 
it up: “Business is about 
risks, and insurance is 
about the business of mit-
igation of business risks. 
What insurance does 
is to restore a business 

which has been befallen 
by misfortune such as 
fire outbreak, theft, acci-
dent or other mishaps to 
the state of the company 
was before the misfor-
tune on the payment of 
a token fee known as 
premium. The business-
man can go to bed and 
sleep if he realises that 
there is an organisation 
which can help him lift 
his misfortune and give 
him succour when things 
go wrong, he will no lon-
ger see his premium as a 
waste” (p.33).

An essential survival 
strategy for any busi-
ness is advertisement. To 
remain in people’s con-
sciousness and so remain 
in business, therefore, 
every business needs to 
constantly advertise its 
products and services. 
In conveying this need, 
the author echoes the 
oft-stated aphorism that 
doing business without 
advertising is akin to 
winking at a girl in the 
dark, thus: “The more you 
shout, the more people 
know you; the more peo-
ple know you, the more 
they are likely to patron-
ise you; the more they pa-
tronise you, the more in-
come you make, and the 
more income you make, 
the more you are likely to 
attain financial freedom” 
(p.41). Luckily, the author 
recalls, there is now a pro-
liferation of cheap advert 
outlets, especially via so-
cial media.

Part II of the book con-
tains relevant notes from 
other sources, such as the 
internet, newspapers, 
other authors, etc, which 
go to buttress the ideas 
the author shares in Part 
I. But even these are not 
exhaustive as the author 
urges further research 
and reading.

Part II essentially 
dwells on such topics as 
reasons why small busi-
nesses fail, reasons to 
grow your small business, 
scary mistakes small busi-
nesses make in managing 
employees, etc. Accord-

ing to sources quoted by 
the author, 10 reasons for 
failure of small business-
es include growing too 
fast, failing to track your 
finances, overspending, 
lack of reserve capital, an 
inadequate business plan, 
among others.

Importantly, the au-
thor raises a critical ques-
tion that has for long 
continued to agitate the 
minds of many: “Why 
have Nigerian businesses 
struggled to pass busi-
nesses from one gen-
eration to another when 
others have been able to 
do it successfully?” He 
locates the answer to this 
question partly in money 
management. “Making 
money is one thing,” he 
writes, “but managing it 
successfully is another 
thing, and a herculean 
task. Many notable and 
wealthy organisations 
have gone down due to 
poor financial manage-
ment resulting from poor 
judgment” (p. 111).

But while all the above 
nuggets count for much 
in the making of a suc-
cessful business, the au-
thor does not fail to rec-
ognise the place of God 
and prayer, quoting R. G. 
LeTourneau, who refers 
to God as “a silent Senior 
Partner”.

The beauty of Nuggets 
for Financial Freedom lies 
in its clarity of thought 
as well as accessibility of 
language. It is written in a 
language that is relatively 
simple and straightfor-
ward, devoid of avoid-
able, jaw-breaking fi-
nancial jargons, making 
it easily accessible to all 
small business owners ir-
respective of level of edu-
cation or exposure. This 
quality adds to the effec-
tive delivery of the book’s 
message.

In the end, I daresay 
the book is loaded with 
crucial “nuggets” that all 
small business owners, 
intending entrepreneurs, 
and the general public 
can and should benefit 
from.
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Ile Ife gears up for Olojo festival 
with logo unveiling

O
n September 9, 2016, Ile-Ife, the foremost and 
ancient Yoruba kingdom in Osun State, wit-
nessed the convergence of the sons and daugh-
ters of the land at the palace of the Ooni of Ife, 
for the unveiling of the logo of the rebranded 

ancient Olojo Festival by Oba Adeyeye Enitan Babatunde 
Ogunwusi, Ojaja II, the Oonirisa of Ile-Ife.

The ceremony attracted dignitaries including local the 
chiefs of Ile-Ife, as well as, Rauf Aregbesola, the State Gov-
ernor, who was represented by Charles Akinola, director 
general, Office of Economic Development and Partnership, 
Governor’s Office, State Government of Osun.

The unveiling of Olojo Festival marked the renaissance 
of the ancient traditional culture of Ile-Ife which is symbolic 
of the people’s heritage. It is basically conceptualize a new 
dawn in the history of Ile-Ife, especially as it relates to the 
beginning of human existence.

In an address delivered by Oba Idowu Adediwura Obal-
ufe of Iremo Quarters, Ile-Ife, chairman, Festival Advisory 
Committee to the Oonirisa of Ile-Ife, said; “The unveiling 
of the Olojo Festival logo signifies the commencement of 
the 2016 edition of the Festival, which is the first edition 
since the ascending to the throne of his forbearers by the 
Ooni of Ife.”

The Olojo Festival, which commemorates the descent 
of Oduduwa to Ile-Ife, is the celebration of the first dawn, 
the first afternoon and first night in creation which is only 
celebrated in land of expansion, Ile-Ife. The logo is signifi-
cant with the Aare Sacred Beaded Crown; the only physical 
symbol of authority the Ooni of Ife inherited from his an-
cestors. It is believed to have been made from many items, 
such as cutlasses, hoes and 149 others undisclosed objects 
that descended from heaven for the formation of the Sacred 
Crown adorned by the reigning Ooni once in a year during 
the Olojo cultural procession.

Other attributes of the logo include: Ile-Ife and Ori 
Olokun insignia; a symbol of the source-land of expansion 
where the creation of human existence started as cradle 

According to him, given the masterplan of Osun, when 
culture and tourism are well-developed and marketed, they 
would generate jobs in arts and craft, tour guide, transporta-
tion services, hospitality services and entertainment.

He acknowledged that the Ooni’s recent visit to countries 
like USA, UK, among others had increased awareness of the 
importance of the Yoruba culture to the country and world 
at large. He stated that the government was committed to 
promoting culture and tourism of the Yoruba for national 
development as it already has a master plan to that effect.

In his remarks, Oba Adeyeye Ogunwusi, the Ooni, 
stressed the importance of Olojo Festival to Ile-Ife and the 
Yorubas pointing out its socio-economic benefits to Osun 
State.

The monarch noted that Ile-Ife is endowed with enor-
mous human and natural resources hence the people’s 
rich cultural heritage stands them out. “God has blessed Ife 
with many resources, and such are what we are showcas-
ing today. 

of mankind; Appearance of the new dawn, which signifies 
the Olojo as the day of creation and the Year 2016 on the 
logo signifies the yearly identification of editions which will 
constantly change on a yearly basis on the logo.

Colour Purple is the divine symbolic colour of the House 
of Oduduwa, the seat of the throne of the Oonirisa of Ile-Ife, 
while the Red Ribbon connotes celebration and shows that 
the Olojo Festival is not just about sacred propitiations but 
gives opportunity for fun and networking that can boost the 
economic value of Ile-Ife and the entire human race with 
influx of local and international tourists.

In his speech, Gov. Aregbesola commended and recog-
nized the Ooni’s strident efforts at Yoruba unity, cultural 
renaissance and socio-economic development of Ile-Ife. He 
added that the monarch’s programmes and policies were in 
tandem with that of his administration. He noted that Olojo 
is one of the greatest festivals in Ile-Ife that is highly cel-
ebrated, and the rebranding would reinforce its importance 
to Ile-Ife and Yorubas and positions it on the global map.

STORIES BY OBINNA EMELIKE

Dubai Parks and Resorts set to bring amazing 
themed park experience to millions of visitorsD

ubai Parks and Resorts is set to bring amazing 
themed park experiences to millions of visitors 
across the world including Nigeria beginning from 
October 31, 2016 when it officially opens the new 

‘Wonderland’. 
With a focus on becoming the largest integrated themed 

park in the Middle East, six cumulative experiences await 
visitors including Motiongate Dubai; Bollywood Parks 
Dubai; Legoland Dubai; Legoland Water Parks; Lapita and 
Riverland Dubai all fused into the 25 Million square feet 
Dubai Parks and Resorts landscape.

The park is designed to offer new heights in entertain-
ment with the Motiongate Dubai showcasing everything 
Hollywood while Bollywood Parks Dubai brings to life 
first-hand experience of the globally celebrated Indian 

Signs partnership agreement with four leading Travel Management companies in Nigeria

movie industry and the Legoland Dubai and Water Parks, 
the very first of its kind in the Middle East region.

To attract visitors from Nigeria and West Africa, Dubai 
Parks and Resorts recently signed partnership with four 
leading travel management companies in the country - Tour 
Brokers International, Wakanow, Quantum/Ajala, based in 
Lagos and All States Travels based in Abuja, to provide ex-

According to RaedKajoor Al Nuaimi, CEO, Dubai Parks 
and Resorts, “When we first adopted ‘Experience Amazing’ 
as our slogan, our thinking was directed to what would 
be on offer when Dubai Parks and Resorts opens its gate 
in October to our guests. We are creating a unique desti-
nation that will feature the best from East to West, with 
three theme parks, a water park, a hotel, and a retail and 
dining district, all within comfortable walking distance of 
each other.”

Dubai Parks and Resorts occupies a prime location on 
Sheikh Zayed Road, the most popular main highway in 
Dubai and the main connection to Abu Dhabi, with excel-
lent local access across a range of transport links. 

The location on Sheikh Zayed Road is 63km from Dubai 
International Airport, 68km from Abu Dhabi International 
Airport and 20km from the new Al Maktoum International 
Airport in Dubai, which is designed to be the biggest airport 
in the world, with an expected capacity of 160 million pas-
sengers by 2027.

Dubai Parks and Resorts unveiling event in Lagos is in 
collaboration with Lions&Gazzelles – Dubai based profes-
sional hospitality, tourism and leisure industry services 
provider and packaged by Lagos based TOPCOMM PR 
Concept & Events – a Public Relations and Events Manage-
ment company.

clusive information and marketing 
support services on behalf of Dubai 
Parks and Resorts to teeming Ni-
gerian and West African visitors.

Dubai Parks and Resorts will 
showcase the full gamut of the 
themed park experiences to spe-
cially invited partners and other 
travel trade at a dedicated event 
on September 22, 2016 scheduled 
to hold at the Wheatbaker Hotel 
in Lagos.

Over a hundred rides and at-
tractions including live shows, 3D 
motion simulators, roller coasters, 
drop towers, children fun areas and 
family experiences are part of the 
intriguing offers at the Dubai Parks 
and Resorts.



Travel
41Sunday 18 September  2016 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

Keep a date with Akwaaba 2016
“We met 26 Airlines and 

only 5 are left now” This was 
the statement made by Muneer 
Bankole,  managing director, 
Medview Airlines, in an inter-
view with www.atqnews.com 
in July.

Sadly, 30 days after that 
statement, Aero Contractors, 
the oldest airline in Nigeria 
closed shop and soon after First 
Nation joined. The suspension 
of flight by Arik; the biggest air-
line in West Africa, on midnight 
of September 13, 2016 due to 
the expiration of insurance was 
the last straw. The bottom has 
finally fallen out of the aviation 
business in Nigeria. The mighty 
Arik with about 26 Airplanes 
is the livewire of movement in 
Nigeria and West Africa. Arik 
has since sorted itself out and 
resumed flights but the problem 
of aviation still persists.

Experts are lining up to dis-
cuss this issue at the 12th Ak-
waaba Aviation Day Confer-
ence on October 31, 2016 at Eko 
Hotel on the topic ‘Aviation in 
Africa and Why Airlines Fail’.  
On the second day, Akwaaba 
will draw on the experience of 
major players in Nigerian avia-
tion and the most influential 
players in aviation between 
1999 and 2010 will be sharing 
their experiences. Harold De-
muren, former DG of NCAA, 
Richard Aisebeogun, former, 

MD of Federal Airport Au-
thority FAAN and the former 
COO of Overland Airways and 
ADC Airlines will be joined by 
Captain Dapo Olumide, former, 
MD of Virgin Nigeria, Edmund 
Yomi Jones, former, MD of 
Nigeria Airways, Captain Mike 
Omokore, a search and rescue 
expert and Dorcas Aketch, Ke-
nyan female aviator, formerly 
of Kenya Airways, Virgin Ni-
geria and lately Rwandair will 
be pointing the way out of the 
Miasma. Aviation did not suffer 
a sudden collapse. Nigeria has 
had a cyclical boom and bust 

aviation history. A sudden burst 
and blossoming of airlines and 
the gradual demise of most and 
the eventual boom again. There 
have been legendary airlines 
that ruled the airspace and 
eventually disappeared. Outside 
Nigeria Airways the defunct 
National carrier Okada Air was 
the most popular. As a pioneer 
private airline, it gave its name 
to the motorbike Taxis in Nige-
ria famously called “Okada”. At 
a point it had 53 aircraft on its 
register, mostly BAC-111.

With the banning of the 
BACs in 2001 the airline disap-

peared. After Okada was reign 
of ADC Airlines set up by pilots 
from Nigeria Airways. ADC 
used the B727 classic and the 
crash in 2006 of another aircraft 
saw the death of the airline. The 
rash of air crashes in 2006 led to 
the new powers and the inspira-
tional times of Harold Demuren 
as the director general of the 
now autonomous NCAA the 
regulatory agency. Demuren is 
credited with the cleanup of the 
Nigeria airspace. His tenure saw 
to the exit of West Africa’s only 
airline; Bellview Airlines and 
Sosoliso after crashes that year. 

New airlines appeared to fill up 
the space among them Virgin 
Nigeria and Arik and these were 
world class airlines by Nigerian 
standards. Eventually Chan-
changi and Dana provided the 
competition to these big players. 
Chanchangi and Virgin Nigeria 
have since disappeared and 
Dana has been struggling after 
its 2012 crash. Air Peace, Med-
view and Overland are the only 
robust airlines in Nigeria today.

Definitely something went 
wrong in the past 12 months. 
The bad economic decisions 
by Government and the crazy 
foreign exchange market saw 
to the collapse of the sector 
creating aviation fuel scarcity 
and shrinking of the market 
with many aircraft on Ground 
AOG. It is hoped that at the 
end of the event at Akwaaba 
this October, a workable road 
map for airlines in Africa will 
be drawn. Akwaaba African 
Travel Market is a 3-day travel 
expo in its 12th year now. It 
will be holding from October 
30-November 1, 2016 at Eko 
Hotel and Suites in Lagos. Over 
30 speakers have been lined up 
to discuss Aviation and Tourism 
in Africa. Already exhibitors 
from Kenya, Bahrain, Dubai, 
South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Nigeria, Ethiopia and 
Benin Republic are booked for 
the 3-day expo.

…as experts discuss collapse of Nigerian airlines

Ethiopian sweeps East African awards

E
thiopian Airlines, the 
fastest growing and most 
profitable African airline, 
is pleased to announce 

that it has won two coveted 
awards in the first East Africa 
Careers in Africa Choice Awards, 
at a top tier event hosted by the 
Global Career Company, held on 
September 8, 2016 at Radisson 
Blue, Nairobi. Ethiopian was 
nominated in three categories, 
out of 10 presented, and was 
crowned in two: Reward Em-
ployer of Choice, as the leader 
in terms of compensation and 
benefits offered to employees 
and Local Attractiveness Em-
ployer of Choice, as the leading 
company in hiring majority of 
locally based talent. In addition, 
Ethiopian Airlines took the run-
ner-up award in the East African 
Employer of Choice. The awards 
methodology takes company 
ratings provided by prospective 
employers across 29 attraction 
drivers, asking talent to grade 
organizations against all drivers.

“I am honored to receive these 
awards on behalf of the Ethiopi-
an Airlines family. This regional 
award is a testament of Ethiopian 

commitment and great invest-
ment in its Human Capital, one 
of the four pillars in our strategic 
road map, Vision 2025. As clearly 
stipulated in our value state-
ments also, Ethiopian is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer commit-
ted to diversity and fairness. 
Moreover, such recognitions that 
are based on real votes and in-
puts from a wide variety of data 
points will definitely boost and 

encourage us all to further work 
on developing and investing in 
our Human Capital. As a global 
African airline that is growing 
fast, we are proud to be able to 
hire the majority of our staff 
from locally based talent”, Wasi-
hun Asres, A/VP Corporate HRM 
Ethiopian Airlines, remarked 
while receiving the award.

Ethiopian is a multi-award 
winning airline, including; Best 

Airline Staff in Africa by SkyTrax 
World Airline Award, African 
Airline of the Year Award for 
2016, Best Airline to Africa- for 
a second year in a row, Best Air-
line in Africa by one of the most 
prominent travel magazines 
in the United States - Premier 
Traveler, the APEX Passenger 
Choice Award, the most exten-
sive survey of passengers in the 
industry, CAPA, Airline of the 
Year Award, AFRAA, Airline of 
the year award - for the fourth 
year in a row, are few to mention.

Meanwhile, Ethiopian Air-
lines has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with 
Addis Ababa University, to ini-
tiate strategic collaboration in 
the areas of Information and 
Communication Technology, at 
a ceremony held at Ethiopian 
Headquarters on September 13, 
2016. The MoU calls for, among 
other things, exploring and pro-
moting cooperation between the 
two institutions with the view 
of conducting industrial projects 
and research and consulting on 
issues such as Internet Booking, 
Big Data Analytics, Customer 
Data Hub, Distributed Data Stor-

age, Adaptive Crew Solution, 
Intelligent Warehouse. Tewolde 
GebreMariam, Group CEO, Ethio-
pian Airlines, remarked that, “In 
today’s era of digital revolution 
and Artificial Intelligence, In-
formation and Communication 
Technology plays pivotal role 
for the success of any organisa-
tion. Systems Development is 
one of the pillars of our 15 years 
strategic road map, Vision 2025. 
Currently, we are implementing 
and incorporating the latest IT 
systems in Aviation Technology. 
Moreover, we are heading to-
wards a totally paperless opera-
tional environment. I believe this 
agreement for collaboration with 
Addis Ababa University; Ethio-
pia’s largest and oldest academic 
institution, is a step forward 
towards ensuring concerted 
research and projects.”  Besides 
using the latest aviation tech-
nology, Ethiopian has recently 
revamped its website offering 
its customers streamlined menus 
with clean navigations allowing 
for an easy access to the essen-
tial information of their interest 
regarding all Ethiopian Airlines 
products and services.

L-R: Tewolde GebreMariam, Group CEO, Ethiopian Airlines, signing the MoU.
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99% Nigerians cautious about safety - TK study

A 
study on 2015 
Aviation Trends 
c o n d u c t e d  b y 
Forsa Institute 
for  So cial  Re-

search and Statistical Analy-
sis, a leading German market 
research and opinion polling 
companies has revealed a 
well-founded insight about 
the wishes of air travellers 
in Nigeria.

Commissioned by Turkish 
Airlines, the study shows 
that 99% of Nigerian air trav-
ellers are cautious about the 
safety standard of airlines 
when booking a mid- or long-
haul flight.

The study also shows that 
first-class support- before, 
during and after the flight 
is essential for the success of 
any airline.

Out of people surveyed for 
travel behaviour in Nigeria, 
42percent have not travelled 
by plane at all in the last two 
years, 21percent have taken 
one or two flights, 19percent 
travelled by plane three to 
four times while 17percent 
have taken flights more fre-
quently.

61percent of those sur-
veyed indicated that they 
had travelled short-haul in 
the past two years. 21per-
cent had taken medium-haul 
flights, and 32 per cent chose 
a long-haul flight.

Interestingly, in passenger 
satisfaction delays, the report 
revealed that 25 per cent of 
those surveyed were not af-
fected by delay in the past 
two years. Only 12 per cent of 
affected travellers were very 
satisfied or satisfied, while a 
significant number of 65 per 
cent were less satisfied or 
dissatisfied.

T h e  s u r v e y  f u r t h e r 
showed that 46 per cent of 
the airline customers will 
feel very safe with a two per-
son rule in the cockpit, 35 per 
cent would like a member of 
the police or security person-
nel on board of the aircraft, 
while 65 per cent would ap-
preciate the possibility for 
air traffic controllers on the 
ground to intervene with 
what is happening in the 
cockpit.

The study also revealed 
that before flying, 84 per 
cent of passengers book their 
flights themselves online, 
and that 54 per cent of all 
the passengers surveyed who 
booked their flights online 
make use of comparison 
sites for price consideration, 
easy and clear selection of 
departure and arrival airport 
and flight times, additional 
information about the travel 
destination as well as inte-

grated booking options.
An airline’s reputation is 

a crucial aspect, here 99per-
cent of all those interviewed 
indicated that an airline’s 
safety record is important 
for them.

This figure is even higher 
for travellers flying more fre-
quently, and that 10opercent 
believed that airline’s safety 
record is important or very 
important.

According to the report, 
92 per cent of Nigerian trav-
ellers also appreciated es-
tablished good services on 
board in economy class that 
will make them to feel com-
fortable.

The report also touched 
the positions of air passen-
gers during the flight. Ac-
cordingly, it states that 45 per 
cent are opposed to the use of 
mobile phone call on board.

T h e  m a i n  a r g u m e n t 
against phone calls is safety 
reason with 90 per cent, fol-
lowed by disturbances with 
only 51 per cent. However, 43 
per cent of travellers would 
appreciate permission to 
make mobile phone calls dur-
ing a flight only if the fee is 
within their power.

Other passengers also de-
sire a seating comfort and 
good entertainment. For 
instance, 98percent of the 
passenger wants to have a 
friendly, attentive and ac-
cessible staff. Apart from 
this, 97percent also wants 
a clean cabin and lavatory 
while 93percent also prefers 
wider seat spacing including 
economy class.

Similarly, 87percent wants 

a screen panel in the back of 
the front seat, and the per-
centage increased to 93per-
cent, 94percent for those 
who travel frequently or long 
haul. In the area of menu, 
airlines have to take into con-
sideration difference among 
the passengers.

For 82percent, the choice 
of several menu options is 
important. Also, 59percent 
would like to have a vegetar-
ian menu, while having the 
choice to get meatless meals 
is equally important among 
59percent to 58percent fe-
male and male travellers 
respectively.

Comfort is not only lim-
ited to food, 76percent of 
the airline passengers like 
the possibility to obtain ad-
ditional cover and pillows 
when requested. 72percent 
air traveller wants free on-
board headphones while 
63percent of those surveyed 
like to have a multilingual 
range of newspapers and 
magazines to read.

This is about 9percent in-
creased in comparison to the 
previous year.

In the after flying seg-
ment, the report shows that 
air travellers highly cherish 
airline support and good 
services. In the cases of lost 
luggage, 69percent of those 
surveyed did not experience 
lost luggage in the last two 
years.

The report states that out 
of 31percent of those who 
lost luggage, 13percent were 
satisfied or very satisfied with 
the service of the airline, 
while 18percent were less 

satisfied or dissatisfied.
Apart from this, out of 

30percent of all surveyed 
passengers that had to face 
damage to their luggage, 
only 8percent were satisfied 
or very satisfied with the 
service of the airline, while 
22percent were less satisfied 
or dissatisfied.

Interestingly, 70percent of 
the passenger did not expe-
rience any damage to their 
luggage.

In the event of luggage go-
ing missing, passengers con-
sider it absolutely essential 
to have an information desk 
in the luggage reclaim area.

 The study shows that af-
ter touching down, 95percent 
of all passengers surveyed 
believe there should be ap-
propriate information about 
waiting time for entry or 
Customs clearance, while 
93percent are interested in 
notes about custom regula-
tions.

Not only this, the report 
shows that 89percent also 
opined that there should be 
speedy entry for disabled 
passengers with small chil-
dren.

Also, 88percent wish to 
have information about how 
long it takes to get from the 
gate to the baggage reclaim. 
88percent consider free as-
sistance with reclaiming lug-
gage from the conveyor belt.

Report shows that 95per-
cent wish to get information 
about the latest exchange 
rates. It also reveals that 
90percent of the passengers 
find it important or very im-
portant to be informed about 

options for onward travel 
by taxi or public transport 
shortly before landing.

While 86percent want 
a pick-up by a pre-booked 
taxi or transport service 
delivery in the arrival hall. 
Also, 77percent believe it is 
important or very important 
to be given assistance by an 
employee of the car hire with 
where they have booked a 
car.

About the future of air 
travel, the study also reveals 
that 68percent Nigerian air 
travellers wish to use the 
internet during flight, 67per-
cent wants more seating 
space and more comfortable 
seats, 43percent would like to 
have a sleeping compartment 
on long-haul flights.

Other findings show that 
29percent surveyed like to 
have massage seat, almost 
the same in every age class. 
16percent of the surveyed 
prefers bar and the percent-
age of the male people is 
much higher in compari-
son to the female travellers 
which stand at (21percent vs 
5percent).

Also 23percent of the sur-
veyed passengers would ap-
preciate having shower dur-
ing flight.

According to Temel Kotil, 
CEO, Turkish Airlines, “this 
study will contribute to cre-
ating more diversification 
and innovation within the 
Nigerian Aviation business.”

The 2015 Aviation Trends 
was c onducte d in s even 
countries including; Ger-
many, UK, USA, Japan, UAE, 
South Africa and Nigeria.

...Report highlights needs of air travellers in Nigeria
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EXXONMOBIL, partners commit 
N2bn to grow STEM education

A
s part of its con-
tinuous effort to 
boost the study 
of Science, Tech-
nology,  Engi-

neering and Mathematics 
(STEM) in Nigeria, ExxonMobil 
subsidiary, Esso Exploration 
and Production Nigeria Lim-
ited (EEPNL), in production 
sharing contract with the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) and its 
co-venturer on the Erha North 
Phase 2 Project, have invested 
over N2 billion in support of 
education in Nigeria through 
the Community Assistance 
Programme (CAPS) of the 
project.

The Community Assis-
tance Programme, which 
spanned 17 States of the coun-
try and the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja, involved 
several initiatives aimed at 
supporting education in Nige-
ria at various levels.

Key among these are the 12 
e-learning centres ExxonMo-
bil and its partners donated to 
schools across the federation 
to boost e-learning and ICT 
knowledge, particularly at 
the grassroots with most of 
the selected schools located 
in economically challenged 
neighbourhoods and rural 
communities.

While three e-learning 
centres were donated under 
the CAPS for the EPC 3 phase 
of the programme, 9 e-learning 
facilities built under the EPC 
1 phase of the project were 
recently donated to schools 
in Rivers, Osun and Anambra 
States in furtherance of the 
company’s quest to impart 
computing and e-literacy skills 
to children from a very early 
age to prepare them for to-
day’s competitive information 
technology-driven world.

According to the compa-

ny’s officials, early exposure 
of children to information 
and communication technol-
ogy places them on the right 
platform to compete with their 
peers anywhere in the world 
and its importance cannot be 
over-emphasized.

Each e-learning centre is 
equipped with 21 desktop 
computers, Electronic Learn-
ing Management System with 
audio-visuals across a wide 
range of topics for pre-tertiary 
education, 3-year internet 
service support and renewable 
power via inverter (24-hour 
back-up power). In addition, 
each of the e-learning centre 
locations was extensively 
renovated, while the school 
teachers were given extensive 
Train-the-Trainer instruction 
on Information Technology 
to enable them successfully 
impart knowledge on their 
pupils.

The e-learning centres are 
based on the latest ICT infra-
structure and curriculum for 
children, including coding 
for kids, experiential learning 
modules, 30 educational soft-
ware and other e-learning aids.

ExxonMobil and its part-

ners on the project had earlier, 
in 2015, donated e-learning 
facilities to three primary 
schools in Lagos State; Awoy-
aya Primary School, Victoria 
Island, Ansar-Ur-Deen Pri-
mary School, Ebute Metta 
and Obalende Primary School, 
Ikoyi, under the EPC 3 Phase of 
the Erha North Phase 2 CAPS.

By locating these e-learn-
ing centres in schools in rural 
communities and economical-
ly-challenged neighborhoods, 
ExxonMobil and its partners 
on the project aim to help chil-
dren in such communities to 
compete on an equal competi-
tive footing with their more 
privileged counterparts and 
empower them to contribute 
meaningfully to the Nigerian 
economy in due course.

ExxonMobil also sponsored 
a Back-to-School Programme 
under the EPC 1 Commu-
nity Assistance Programme 
through which children in 
primary schools in 14 states 
and Abuja were given school 
bags, exercise books, writing 
materials and other items to fa-
cilitate their learning in school.

The programme targeted 

schools attended by children 
of low income earners and its 
beneficiaries included Chil-
dren in Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDP) Camps in some 
States in the Northern geo-
political zones of the country 
who were ecstatic when pre-
sented with their Back-to-
School items in their various 
locations.

The Back to School pro-
gramme was meant to en-
courage the children in their 
educational pursuit by provid-
ing them with the basic items 
needed for study at primary 
level and ensuring that they 
do not lose interest in educa-
tion owing to the lack of these 
items.

ExxonMobil and its part-
ners on the project also do-
nated 22 science library mod-
ules to secondary schools in 
various states, as part of their 
commitment to supporting 
STEM study at the secondary 
level of education in Nigeria. 
Each Science library module 
contains 250 books on a di-
verse range of science-based 
topics, with the aim being 
to improve students’ perfor-

KELECHI EWUZIE

Why we couldn’t swap Chibok girls in August – FG

mance in these science-based 
disciplines and encourage 
them to eventually pursue Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics-related pro-
fessional careers.

Capacity building was also 
another area of educational 
social investment made by 
ExxonMobil. Under the EPC 
2 phase of the Community 
Assistance Programme, Exx-
onMobil and its production 
partners invested $6 million 
(N1.8 billion) in training132 
Nigerian youths in various 
areas of technical operations 
for the oil and gas industry 
including management, en-
gineering, procurement, fab-
rication/assembly, testing, 
offshore installation and pre-
commissioning. The training 
was structured to enhance the 
acquisition of both relevant 
theoretical knowledge and 
the development of compe-
tency through project exposure 
and experience in all specific 
technical disciplines thereby 
equipping them with the req-
uisite skills to help them gain 
employment in the oil and gas 
industry.

The training was for a total 
of 143,308 man-hours and 69 of 
the 132 Nigerians trained were 
offered permanent employ-
ment in the Nigerian Oil & Gas 
industry by companies in the 
EPC2 Consortium, attesting to 
the quality of the training re-
ceived during the programme.

The second aspect of the 
Capacity Building Training, 
under the EPC 1 phase of the 
Community Assistance Pro-
gramme, was focussed on 
Entrepreneurship and skill 
acquisition in such areas as 
Catering/Bakery Operations, 
Fashion Design, Animal Hus-
bandry, Fishery and Poultry 
operations.

The projects were well 
received by the benefitting 
communities.  The Gover-

nor of Anambra State, Willie 
Obiano, who was represented 
at the closing ceremony of the 
Capacity Building programme 
for the EPC I CAPS in Abatete, 
Anambra State by the State 
Commissioner of Science and 
Technology, Chinedu Emeka, 
thanked ExxonMobil and its 
partners for their social in-
vestment in Anambra State 
through the programme, urg-
ing the youths trained to utilise 
the skills gained through build-
ing successful businesses and 
training other youths.

Nnaemeka Achebe, Obi of 
Onitsha, who was represented 
at the project commissioning 
ceremony in Onitsha by the 
Adazie Ogulani of Onitsha, 
Chuma Agbakoba, thanked 
ExxonMobil and its partners for 
their magnanimity in donating 
the projects, adding that this 
was the first time a Corporate 
organisation would be making 
social investment on the scale 
being commissioned in the city.

The Ooni of Ife, Oba Adey-
eye Enitan Ogunwusi, during 
a courtesy call by ExxonMobil 
prior to the project commis-
sioning ceremonies in Ile-Ife, 
thanked ExxonMobil and its 
project partners for the projects 
it donated to the Ife Community 
via the Community Assistance 
project and urged other corpo-
rate organisations to emulate 
such gestures for the overall 
improvement of the Nigerian 
society.

Aside from the educational 
initiatives, ExxonMobil and 
its partners also undertook 
other Community Assistance 
Projects under the CAPS for 
its Erha North Phase 2 project, 
including the rebuilding of 
the Igbo-Egunrin Commu-
nity Market in Ondo States, 
donation of 32 boreholes in 
five states of the country and 
the completion and furnish-
ing of the Onne Town Hall in 
Rivers State.

T
he federal gov-
ernment says its 
inability to swap 
the Chibok girls 

with detained Boko Haram 
terrorists in August was 
because the people who 
came forward and claimed 
to have the girls did not 
have them.

The terrorists had last 

month demanded that 
the federal government 
release their detained 
members as a key condi-
tion to release the over 200 
Chibok school girls they 
abducted more than two 
years ago.

Addressing a press 
conference on the mat-
ter in Abuja at the week-
end, Minister of Infor-
mation, Lai Mohammed 
said the swap arrange-

ment worked out by vari-
ous agencies, such as the 
number of persons to be 
swapped, the vehicles 
and aircraft, as well as 
safeguards, safety of the 
persons, including the 
location of the swap was 
also stalled due to issued 
new set of demands by the 
Boko Haram group which 
were never bargained for 
or discussed by the group 
before the movement to 

Maiduguri. This, he said, 
stalled what would have 
been the first release pro-
cess of the Chibok girls.

In spite of the setback 
encountered by the fed-
eral government in the 
first bid to swap the girls, 
Mohammed said the gov-
ernment and the security 
agencies are not relent-
ing in the bid to ensure 
that the Chibok girls are 
released safely and have 

initiated another fresh 
negotiation process with 
the group.

The negotiation, ac-
cording to the minister, 
was to discuss a fresh com-
ponent in order to avoid 
issues that had stalled the 
former arrangement.

He reiterated that the 
government and its secu-
rity agencies remain com-
mitted to ensuring that 
the Chibok girls are safely 

released in fulfillment of 
the presidential mandate, 
while appreciating the re-
silience of Nigerians in the 
fight against insurgency 
and terrorism, with a plea 
to the parents and rela-
tives of the Chibok girls 
that the government feel 
their pains and shall not 
relent until it succeeds in 
bringing home the girls 
and every other citizen 
abducted by the group.

OYIN AMINU, ABUJA
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Life only begins when you hear the 
heartbeat of the baby - Abayomi Ajayi

W
hat have you been 
doing to sustain 
the tempo and 
reputation you 
have built over 

time in the medical field?
It has been the grace of God all 

along. We need to continue to re-
invent. The field we are is a very 
dynamic one in the sense that new 
things come up on a yearly basis. 
So it is important to stay at the cut-
ting edge of what is happening in 
the world and we have so many 
people we are collaborating with 
all over the world both in Denmark 
and Spain. In other words, what 
we are trying to do is to make sure 
that whatever happens out there, 
we can also do it Nigeria. There are 
so many things that we are still not 
doing in Nigeria, we are trying to 
close the gap between what is hap-
pening in the world out there and 
what is happening in Nigeria. In the 
health sector in Nigeria, except for 
the productive medicine, there is 
a wide gap. It is not like that in the 
productive sector because some 
people have decided that whatever 
happens, they will want to do it 
right here in Nigeria.

 
In the process of replicating 

what happens abroad here, does it 
not cost more?

Yes, it cost more but this is to in-
novate because part of the things 
that we do is that we continue to 
train. It is now very difficult to trav-
el but there is no year that most of 
us don’t go abroad for new courses. 
This is because we know that that 
is the only way we can stay on the 
cutting edge. It is like a policy of 
the company that we need to be 
able to train ourselves to be able to 
stand anywhere in the world and 
talk about whatever we are doing. 
Nordica is a Franchise and the head 
quarter is in Denmark.

 
To what extent has the In vitro 

fertilization (IVF) resonated with 
Nigerians?

It has resonated with Nigerians 
because we have done a lot of pub-
licity on it. Sometimes, I am amused 
that when I am going on the road 
and I see bus conductors talking 
about IVF, it shows the level of 
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awareness that we have because it 
wasn’t like this ten years ago. I think 
we have all done a good job but I 
think we can do better. We need to 
go beyond the surface to the nitty 
gritty of it all. Health knowledge in 
Nigeria is very low. The keeping fit 
awareness has increased greatly but 
a few years ago it wasn’t like this. 
So, it shows us one good trend that 
if we face something, we can do it 
well. That is one of the reasons that 
made us start the journalist award 
because we think we can’t do much 
if the level of journalism is not up 
to par. We expect that journalists 
should be able to challenge doctors 
and ask us questions because they 
have read well. That is when we can 
get to a level where the public can 
benefit from good reportage.

 What is the level of acceptance 
of IVF in developed countries?

In advanced part of the world like 
Denmark, Germany, the awareness 
is higher but they need more IVF 
than we do. Out of all the European 
Union, it is only three countries 
that do not sponsor IVF, and one is 
considering sponsoring it. People 
do IVF even more than what we do 
here. If you look at the population 
of Nigeria and the population of 
Denmark that has about 6million 
people, but the number of circle 
per thousand is more in Denmark 
than here. We are beginning to see 
that some people are born infertile. 
This is because that is the way they 
are. Some people are born with low 
sperm count.

When does life start in IVF pro-

cesses?
Science is improving on a daily 

basis. What the question usually is, 
is when does life start? We know 
that life does not start when the 
sperm and the egg comes together 
because even in the body when 
sperm and egg comes together, it 
does not always result in a baby. 
Fortunately, because we are learn-
ing more about genetics, we are 
beginning to see many things be-
come clearer to us that some of the 
notions that we had before were not 
particularly very true. For some rea-
sons, some people have remained on 
that level and they have built be-
liefs on that. I am not against it but 
I think we need to move forward 
from there. There are still ethical 
issues in IVF and there is no doubt 
about that. If you are using your 
eggs at 45, the chances that you have 
a baby are less than five percent. 
There is more risk than advantage in 
doing this. Anytime we are talking 
about child birth and having a baby, 
most of the time we are more emo-
tional than rational and that is why 
it is important that when we are 
discussing it, professionals should 
be there. There is morality in IVF 
but I think we need to get the right 
things first. Life only begins when 
we see the heart beat of the baby, 
because before then anything can 
happen. That is why some people 
see that the pregnancy test is posi-
tive but when you do scan, nothing 
is there. That can be between five to 
six weeks.

 
What is the stand of the Nigerian 

government in IVF?
There are a lot of activities hap-

pening now and I hope it is in the 
right direction. In Europe, it is 
easier for them to regulate because 
they put their monies where their 
mouth is but in Nigeria, we do not 
put money somewhere but we want 
to put out mouth. You did not buy 
equipment or support me, all you 
are doing is collecting tax from me 
and you keep dictating. Yes, we 
agree that the government has a 
role to play. There is a difference be-
tween America and Europe and it is 
because the American government 
does not fully sponsor IVF.
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Heightened concerns as anti-microbial resistance 
spreads beyond antibiotic effectiveness

T
he resistance of 
many ailments 
to medications 
which hither-
to cured them 

effectively maintains 
an upward trajectory as 
medical experts express 
concern that more types 
of resistance are in the 
offing.

Antimicrobial resis-
tance happens when mi-
croorganisms (such as 
bacteria, fungi, viruses, 
and parasites) change 
when they are exposed 
to antimicrobial drugs 
(such as antibiotics, an-
tifungals,  antivirals , 
antimalarials, and an-
thelmintics). Microor-
ganisms that develop 
antimicrobial resistance 
are sometimes referred 
to as “superbugs”. As a 
result, the medicines 
become ineffective and 
infections persist in the 
body, increasing the risk 
of spread to others, noted 
the World Health Organ-
isation.

“The problem is a very 
significant one, one that 
has been in existence 
almost as long as the dis-

Nigeria Academy of Pharmacy investiture, awards, hold in Sheraton Lagos

A
s Nigeria strives to 
achieve self-suffi-
ciency in medicine, 
unscrupulous trad-

ers still connive with similar-
minded manufacturers to 
make fake and adulterated 
medicines that capitalize on 
the poverty and sometimes 
ignorance of the millions of 
people who patronize them 
says the president of Nigeria 
academy of pharmacy, Julius 
Adelusi-Adeluyi.

This was stated at the 
investiture and award of six 
distinguished pharmacists, 
by name, Ola Akanmu, Em-
manuel Ekunno, Charles 
Okechukwu Esimone, N.A.E 
Mohammed, Augustine O. 
Okhamafe, and Amina Bala 
Zakari, into the ranks of the 
Nigeria Academy of Phar-
macy, on Thursday, 16th of 
September at the Sheraton 
hotel, Ikeja Lagos.

According to Adeluyi, Sta-
tistics from Nigeria as with 
other parts of the developing 
world are not particularly 
heart-warming. While the 
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microbial agents,” Oreta-
yo Oni, a medical doctor 
in Lagos told BD Sunday.

Oni adds that as we 
f ight  microb es with 
drugs, the (the microbes) 
get ‘wiser’, find ways 
of adapting and subse-
quently become resis-
tant to these drugs. In 
this war, man makes the 
mistake of revealing his 
artillery (drugs) prema-
turely through unscru-
pulous use of antibiotics, 
and incomplete dosing of 
medications.

The same phenom-
enon can be observed in 
the treatment of malaria; 
resistance brought about 
by the unbridled abuse of 
medication has moved 
anti-malaria treatment 
from the use of relatively 
affordable quinine based 
drugs to the more expen-
sive Artemisinin-based 
combination therapies.

WHO noted that the 
cost of health care for 
patients with resistant 
infections is higher than 
care for patients with 
non-resistant infections 
due to longer duration 
of illness,  additional 
tests and use of more ex-

pensive drugs. Globally, 
480 000 people develop 
multi-drug resistant TB 
each year, and drug resis-
tance is starting to com-
plicate the fight against 
HIV and malaria, as well.

“The rate at which re-
sistance is developing has 
caused the medical com-
munity great concern 
especially in answering 
the question “what next?” 
what other option do 
we have after our stron-
gest line of defence has 
become less effective. 
Do we employ the ‘back 

to basics’ approach and 
revert to the use of first-
generation antibiotics 
in the hope that these 
microbes have ‘forgotten’ 
about them? Do we com-
bine antibiotics or do we 
put more pressure on the 
researchers to develop 
new ways of fighting 
microbes?” Oni queries.

According to medical 
experts, in the course of 
practice, management 
of infectious diseases 
has become more cum-
bersome. It is becoming 
commonplace to meet 
patients that present 

with persistent infec-
tions despite 1-2 weeks 
of self-administration 
and abuse of antibiotics 
at home.

As Oni also notes “it 
seems gone are the days 
when septrin could easily 
treat common infections. 
Today Cephalosporins 
(sometimes in combina-
tion with other drugs) 
need to be employed.”

He advises medical 
practitioners to employ 
good practice by employ-
ing less of empirical treat-
ment (unless absolutely 
indicated) and more of 

culture and sensitivity- 
based use of medications.

“We need to bear in 
mind, if we as Nigerians 
can adapt and become 
resistant to the hardship 
the country is generally 
known for, Microbes will 
always find a way to sur-
vive the drugs we throw 
at them,” Oni added.

For the WHO, it is rec-
ommended that greater 
innovation and invest-
ment are required in re-
search and development 
of new antimicrobial 
medicines, vaccines, and 
diagnostic tools.

…matters on adulterated medicines and unscrupulous traders arising, solutions proffered
CHINYERE OKEKE

focus of mortality in the de-
veloped world has shifted 
from infectious to the chronic 
diseases we still battle in part, 
with the infectious diseases.

“Since the treatment and 
management of diseases are 
fast changing, it has been 
our lot at the academy to 
help examine the training of 

pharmacists and ensure that 
it is apace with the needs and 
expectations of a world in 
rapid flux.”

 “Scientific researches are 

being conducted for avail-
ability of safe and affordable 
product for all Nigeria”. Said 
the President of Pharmaceuti-
cal Society of Nigeria, Ahmed 
Yakasai during his speech.

The guest speaker, Chris-
topher Kolade, CON during 
his speech said that “to im-
prove our leadership per-
formance, Nigeria needs to 
practice true profession and 
professionalism”. He made 
emphasis on how badly Ni-
gerian leadership is, and how 
badly we need to improve.

He further added that, 
“good leadership perfor-
mance is a need that this 
country will continue to wait 
and hope for. They make 
promises and swear oaths 
in the name of the Almighty 
to perform and when they 
get to their offices, they end 
up doing the opposite which 
they already conceived in 
their hearts from the very 
beginning.”

“We have lost our dedica-
tion and have succumbed to 
decay and have yielded to 
standards that are far from 

what our fathers left us. We 
need again to learn how to 
be leaders. Leaders of tenant 
and content. Indeed learning 
is an important promoter of 
growth in all human endeav-
ours”. Kolade concludes.

Permanent secretary, La-
gos State Ministry of Health, 
Omodele Osunkiyesi, who 
represented the governor 
of Lagos state, Akinwumi 
Ambode, commended the ef-
fort being made to putting a 
stop to drug related fatalities 
and also, efforts being put 
together to finding creative 
ways around the obstacles 
so that pain and diseases can 
be conquered in the society 
at large.

“The investiture is yet 
another opportunity to help 
Nigeria make progress in 
the pharmaceutical sector 
and the health care sciences 
which will help their quest to 
contain the rather formidable 
march of disease bearing 
organisms and help check 
quack practices.” Said, Julius 
Adelusi-Adeluyi. 

L-R Dr. Christopher Kolade, Guest Speaker, receiving his plaque from Prince) Julius Adelusi-
Adeluyi, President, Nigeria Academy of Pharmacy, Pharm: (Chief) Olu Akinkugbe, Fellow, 
NAPharm and Pharm: Ahmed Yakasai, President, PSN, during the Investiture and Awards 
ceremony of Nigeria Academy of Pharmacy, in Lagos, recently.
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T
h e  L e a g u e 
M a n a g e -
m e n t  C o m -
pany (LMC) 
has appealed 

the conviction of Ni-
geria league chairman 
Shehu Dikko and chief 
operating officer Salihu 
Abubakar for contempt 
of court.

 While stating that 
the Court of Appeal has 
set Monday, September 
19 for hearing of the 
motion for stay of ex-
ecution of the order, it 
insisted that “the LMC 
and its officials are law-
abiding and will contin-
ue to seek the protection 
of the laws of our land in 
carrying on their lawful 
business. 

“LMC will  not b e 
browbeaten or intimi-
dated into abandoning 
this resolve or to act 
outside the laws of the 
land”.

 Justice Kunda had 
in his ruling on Friday 
ordered that the two 
officials be committed 
to prison for 14 days for 
disobeying his earlier 
order that the league 
should be suspended if 
Giwa is not reinstated.

 Reacting to the rul-
ing, the LMC expressed 
shock that the Judge 
who had earlier admit-
ted that he lacked the 
jurisdiction to continue 
hearing the matter fol-

C002D5556 Sunday 18 Septmebr 2016

LMC appeals conviction of Nigeria league ban

Rivers United must believe they can win NPFL title - Eguma

lowing LMC’s appeal 
of his two earlier rul-
ings could issue such an 
order. 

The statement traced 
the genesis of the case 
at the Jos High Court 
and made reference to 
a public statement it is-
sued recently.

 “In the notice we in-
formed the public that 
the LMC had appealed 
against the order of Jus-
tice I.I. Kunda made on 
ex parte application of 
the plaintiff directing 
that Giwa FC be rein-
stated to the league.

 Along with the ap-
peal LMC also filed a 
motion before the Court 
of Appeal, Jos for a stay 
of proceedings pending 
determination of the 
appeal.  Based on that, 
LMC indicated that the 
league would continue”.

 The statement con-
tinued, “The LMC au-
thoritatively confirms 
that the Court of Appeal 
has fixed the motion 
filed by LMC for stay of 
proceedings in the Jos 
High Court for Mon-
day 19th September, 
2016.  In his ruling on 
another motion filed 
by Mustapha Abubakar 
before the High Court 
notwithstanding LMC’s 
motion for stay of ex-
ecution fixed for hear-
ing on Monday 19th 
September, 2016, Justice 
Kunda agreed that hav-

ing regard to the mo-
tion pending before the 
Court of Appeal, he had 
no jurisdiction to hear 
Mustapha’s motion and 
he struck it out.

 But surprisingly, not-
withstanding his con-
cession that he had no 
jurisdiction to entertain 
Mustapha’s motion, the 
judge still went ahead 
to make an order to stop 
the league even when 
there was no motion 
before him for same.  
LMC appealed against 
that order and filed a 
motion before the Court 
of Appeal for stay of the 
order”.

 The LMC also faulted 
the ruling citing the 
failure to personally 
serve the Forms 48 and 
49 on the Chairman 
and the COO. It pointed 
out that having failed 
to personally serve the 
two officials, Mustapha 
Abubakar served the 
hearing notice to the 
counsels to the LMC.

 “Of course, counsel 
to LMC went to Jos High 
court to raise objection 
based on lack of per-
sonal service of forms 
48 and 49 on the Chair-
man and the Chief Op-
erating Officer of LMC. 
However shockingly, 
the judge said that ser-
vice on the company 
was sufficient and he 
rejected the objection.

 He then proceeded 
to make an order com-

mitting the Chairman 
and the Chief Operating 
Officer to Prison, not-
withstanding that there 
was no motion before 
him for that purpose”.

 The LMC said it had 
learned of the possibil-
ity of this ruling in the 
media over a week ago 
but did not believe that 
any court would make 

an order to commit any-
body to prison without 
an application for the 
purpose.

 The League body dis-
closed that it has briefed 
its attorney, Akin Oluji-
mi, CON, SAN and noted 
that “the way the judge 
had handled the matter 
raises issues of judicial 
integrity.

 The LMC along with 
its chairman and Chief 
Operating Officer will, 
apart from the appeal 
against the said orders, 
exercis e their right 
to address a petition 
against the judge to the 
National Judicial Coun-
cil (NJC) for appropriate 
intervention”.

 

R
ivers United 
coach Stan-
ley Eguma 
has said his 
team must 

believe they can beat 
fellow title chasers Wik-
ki Tourists in Bauchi this 
weekend.

 Rivers United are top 
of the NPFL standings 
with 56 points from 33 
matches, while Wikki 
are fourth on 51 points.

 Rivers United have 
only amassed seven 
points on their travels all 
season and have failed 
to score in their last nine 
games on the road.

 But Eguma said his 
team must produce a big 

performance a power-
ful Wikki side, who are 
almost peerless at home.

 “I cannot predict the 
outcome of matches be-
fore they are played. I 
rather work towards 
(getting a positive result 
from) the game,” he said.

 “I recall that when we 
got our first away win 
of the season (against 
Warri Wolves in Warri 
on May 8), no one ex-
pected it.

 “I can’t predict what 
will happen in Bauchi.

 “I agree that Wikki 
Tourists are a good side, 
but it is possible that 
they can fall in Bauchi 

and that is what we are 
plotting for.

 “We have had a week 
to prepare for the game 
and we will go to Bauchi 
to give a good account of 
ourselves because we 
know the importance 
of that game.

 “We know what that 
game will do for our title 
ambitions so we are not 
going there for (tourism). 

“The fans should 
know that Rivers Unit-
ed will be giving their 
best in that game and 
who knows, we may 
be coming back with a 
win.”
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FIFA opens fresh bribery cases against Blatter, Valcke

T
he world football governing 
body, FIFA has opened formal 
proceedings against former 
president Sepp Blatter, ex-

general secretary Jerome Valcke and 
former finance chief Marcus Kattner 
over million-dollar payments in their 
contracts, some of which were ap-
proved by other senior FIFA officials.

 The world governing body revealed 
in June, after Kattner was fired, that the 
three men agreed to pay themselves 
bonuses worth tens of millions of dol-
lars from World Cup profits. 

Then, lawyers acting for FIFA de-
scribed evidence suggesting “a coordi-
nated effort by three former top officials 
of FIFA to enrich themselves.” 

Ethics prosecutors said their investi-
gation relates to bribery and corruption, 
accepting gifts and conflicts of interest 
for all three men, plus a breach of con-
fidentiality by Kattner. 

The case involves “salaries and bo-
nuses paid to Mr. Blatter, Mr. Valcke and 
Mr. Kattner as well as other provisions 
included in the contracts of these three 
individuals,” FIFA’s statement said. 

Blatter received a 12 million Swiss 
franc bonus after the successful 2014 
World Cup in Brazil and would have 
been due another 12 million Swiss 
francs for completing his 2015-19 presi-
dential term, the contracts reveal. 

Valcke was awarded a $10 million 
World Cup bonus for 2014 and was due 
$11 million from the 2018 tournament 
in Russia. 

Kattner’s contract was redrafted in 
May 2015, days after the U.S. and Swiss 
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Hamilton warns Mercedes Singapore pace is 

L
ewis Ham-
ilton has 
w a r n e d 
rivals that 
Mercedes 

is unlikely to experi-
ence that same dip in 
form it suffered dur-

federal investigations were revealed by 
police raids on Zurich’s Baur au Lac ho-
tel. The contract was extended through 
2023 with extra clauses guaranteeing 
termination pay and indemnification 
for legal fees and restitution claims.

 “These two provisions appear to 
violate mandatory Swiss law,” FIFA 
said in June.

 Blatter and Valcke are already 

serving ethics bans and face criminal 
proceedings by Swiss federal prosecu-
tors as part of a wider investigation of 
corruption implicating FIFA and lead-
ing soccer officials.

 The 80-year-old Blatter is awaiting 
the verdict from a Court of Arbitration 
for Sport panel in his appeal against 
a six-year ban for conflict of interest. 
That case relates to a $2 million pay-
ment he authorized in 2011 for Michel 

Platini, the former UEFA president who 
also served as a FIFA vice president.

 Valcke’s 12-year ethics ban for vari-
ous charges of financial misconduct and 
destroying evidence was later reduced 
to 10 years on appeal. The French 
former TV personality can pursue a 
further appeal at CAS.

 All three men have previously de-
nied wrongdoing.

ing the Singapore 
Grand Prix twelve 
months ago, despite 
personally endur-
ing a frustrating Fri-
day hampered by 
technical issues.

 Having trailed 

Red Bull in FP1, Nico 
Rosberg powered 
to the top of the 
timesheets in the 
quicker FP2 session, 
almost three tenths 
clear of the opposi-
tion.

 Hamilton, mean-
while, languished 
down in seventh 
place after champi-
onship leader out-
braking himself into 
turn one on his sec-
ond flyer followed 

traffic on his first 
flying lap. Despite 
this, Hamilton is 
taking positivity 
from his teammate’s 
result, describing 
Mercedes’ pace as 
genuine.

 “We’re going to 
be fighting tomor-
row, for sure, hope-
fully for the front 
row,” he said. “It’s 
much, much bet-
ter [than last year]. 
Obviously last year 
was a disaster but 
today we looked like 
we’re quick and it 
looks like it’s genu-
ine pace so I think 
we have a fight on 
our hands, hope-
fully with Ferrari.

 A street circuit 
named desire… or 
disaster – F1’s best 
and worst city en-
deavours…

 “There’s always a 
little bit to find but 
generally I’ve not 
got any problems. 
It’s just taking it one 
step at a time to im-
prove it, but we’re 
pretty close I would 
say.”

 T h o u g h  h e 
would miss the fi-
nal 20mins of FP2 
with a hydraulics 
issue, Hamilton says 
the minor problem 
has already been 
fixed and that the 
lost track time isn’t 
a concern heading 
into qualifying.

 “They fixed it, it 
was a small thing. It 
is a little bit of a dis-
advantage [to lose 
time] but it’s noth-
ing that we can’t 
handle. There are 
days when we’ve 
missed a whole ses-
sion.”
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A self-help model of development (3)

(They chop, let them chop)
(Ask not what your government can do for 
you; think what you can do for yourselves)

A
t his inauguration in January 1961, 
US President John F. Kennedy 
issued the now-famous call to 
the youth of his generation: “Ask 
not what your country can do for 

you; ask what you can do for your country.” 
Here in Nigeria, after 54 years of almost 
uniform disappointment with our leadership 
both civilian and military, we must modify 
JFK’s resounding summons to suit our 
circumstances. If you’re looking for what 
your country (meaning your government) 
can do for you, you’re wasting your time. 
Government, that is, the people who run 
government, are not there to do for you. 
They are there to do for themselves. The 
proof is incontrovertible. Better off are those 
who expect nothing, for they shall not be 
disappointed.

Of course, not every person in government 
is a fraud. To every rule there’s an exception. But 
exceptions prove the rule. And exceptions are 
so few they are statistically (only statistically) 
insignificant. Exceptions are like 4 or 5 No 
votes in a Parliament, Congress or National 

Assembly of 400 Yeses. Or like Mrs. Helen 
Suzman in the apartheid parliament of 
South Africa who constituted an Opposition 
Party of One. For 36 years her No votes were 
consistent—but consistently ineffectual. 
She (and the handful of liberals who later 
joined her) made history—but apartheid 
held its murderous sway over that land for 
five decades!

So it is with Nigeria. Those of our leaders 
who are honest and dedicated to the national 
interest have been few, far between—and 
ineffectual. Wholesale theft has carried the 
day for five decades.

The evidence is there for all to see. No 
one argues that it is not so. Our leaders are 
almost uniformly wealthy. No one asks 
where they made their money because 
everyone knows where. No one challenges 
our leaders because, so far, no one can. The 
game is: Catch me if you can. If you can’t, then 
it’s proof positive you’re talking rubbish, isn’t 
it? So there.

And so, that is Naija for you. Ask not what 
your government can do for you (because, 
even though it can, it will do nothing. Your 
leaders, who constitute “government,” are 
too busy doing for themselves). Rather, figure 
out what you can do for yourselves. 

Of course there are certain things a 
government, however corrupt, must do for its 
people, otherwise the state (nation) dissolves 
(disintegrates) and another takes its place. 
Perhaps this is the way Nigeria will go. But it 
hasn’t come to that. 

A couple of years ago, one state governor 
arrogantly declared  that the Nigerian 
leadership are quite united and quite 
unassailable in preserving their advantages 
over the masses irrespective of  their 
differences of tribe and religion. “We (the 
leaders) will never allow Nigeria to break 
up because once it breaks, we will lose. . . . 
Nigeria is too weak to break. Who will break 
it? The ordinary person in Jigawa or the 
ordinary person in Sokoto or the ordinary 
person in Bayelsa? Is it the Igbo vulcaniser 
or the Yoruba woman selling kerosene by the 
roadside or the okada man in Delta? They 
don’t have the capacity to unite because 
they are burdened by poverty. We have 
taken away from them their dignity, their 
self-esteem, their pride and self-worth so 
that they cannot even organize.”

They chop, let them chop! That should 

become our motto. Let them do their thing. 
We know what they do. By now we should also 
know what they won’t do. Stop wasting time. 
Stop hoping. Stop praying. Heaven helps 
(only) those who help themselves. Let’s help 
ourselves for heaven’s sake.

So, what do we do? How do we go about 
helping ourselves? The main fight we need 
to fight is to get the leaders (civil servants, 
politicians, police, “government”) to leave 
us alone. This will constitute our on-going 
fight because they won’t readily leave us 
alone—especially when they see us making 
headway and succeeding in spite of them. 
Succeeding without government and 
in spite of government will be the real 
“revolution,” given our circumstances. And 
it is worth our every effort. It will require 
intelligence, strength, energy, resilience, 
determination and cunning.

The idea is to develop from the bottom 
up. Top to bottom (national planning) has 
(so far) failed. Now we must try community 
development. Old fashioned, updated, 21st 
century technology-aided self-help.

For seven decades the Town Unions and 
Village Development Associations have 
tried and mostly failed to modernize or 
industrialize the villages. The population 
shift from the villages to the cities has been 
relentless—except for one or two villages 
that grew to industrial/commercial size 
in spite of themselves. Try as they might, 
the Development Associations have never 
managed to transfer to the villages the 
attractions of the city: modern dwelling 
houses, yes, but not well laid out streets, 
blocks of flats, running water, cinema houses, 
daily markets or strangers-as-neighbors.

Urbanization is a mixed blessing. The 
city is a rose with thorns. And it may well be 
that deep in their collective unconscious the 
Development Associations dread to bring 
too many of the attractions of the city to the 
villages—which may explain why they have 
succeeded so poorly; why in seven decades 
they have hardly evolved beyond the status 
of burial societies.

But these organizations have a critical 
role to play in my self-help development 
project. . . .

•	 To	be	continued	
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Week
Quotes of the

From the early viruses, created as experiments 
in the eighties, to the latest malicious code, one 
of the biggest worries for all computer users is 
the threat of viruses entering their systems.

To prevent viruses from entering a system 
there are basically just two options. The first of 
these is to place the computer in a protective 
‘bubble’. This in practice means isolating the 
machine; disconnecting it from the Internet or 
any other network, not using any floppy disks, 
CD-ROMs or any other removable disks. This 
way you can be sure that no virus will get into 
your computer. You can also be sure that no 
information will enter the computer, unless it 
is typed in through the keyboard. So you may 
have a fantastic computer, the perfect data pro-
cessing machine…but with no data to process. 
If you’re happy with that, your computer will 
be about as much use as a microwave oven.

The second option is to install an antivirus 
program. These are designed to give you the 
peace of mind that no malicious code can enter 
your PC. But how do they do it? How does the 
program let you install a game, but prevent a 
virus from copying itself to disk? Well, this is 
how it works….

An antivirus program is no more than a 
system for analyzing information and then, if 
it finds that something is infected, it disinfects 
it. The information is analyzed (or scanned) in 
different ways depending on where it comes 
from. An antivirus will operate differently 
when monitoring floppy disk operations than 
when monitoring e-mail traffic or movements 
over a LAN. The principal is the same but there 
are subtle differences.

Blogs
From the 

“For crying out loud, the Presidential Fleet which 
the present regime promised to reduce the number 
of aircrafts that was being maintained by the former 
regime is still intact in spite of the humongous costs 
it takes to maintain them, yet it is the poor that must 
pay to maintain the fleet that has been argued to 
be the most expensive to maintain in Africa. Debo 
Adeniran, Executive Chairman, Coalition Against 
Corrupt Leaders (CACOL).
 
“We urge you to support the diversification efforts 
of the Federal Government by deploying ICT into 
agriculture and mining. These areas are largely 
untapped and we have a comparative economic 
advantage therein. Your assistance in these two 
sectors can help Nigeria generate additional revenue 
needed to re-inflate the economy”. Chris Ngige, the 
Minister of Labour and Employment.
 
“Amputation is a very difficult decision for the 
surgeon to make. And unfortunately, even up till 
now, most of the cases that end up in amputation are 
largely preventable. At the time the doctor decides 
to amputate is to save the patient’s life at the expense 
of the limb. You have to decide which is important, 
allowed him to die with the leg intact or lose the leg 
and keep the patient alive”. Dr. Olurotimi Odunubi, 
medical director, National Orthopedic Hospital, 
Igbobi, Lagos State. 

Numbers
N350bn
The Federal Government in a bid to stimulate eco-
nomic activities says it is releasing additional N350bn 
for capital projects captured in the 2016 budget.

$118m
Tokyo authorities have imposed a back tax of $118 
million on an Apple subsidiary over money transfers 
to Ireland, reports said Friday, as the IT giant’s tax 
payments come under global scrutiny.


